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THE STRATEGY OF RISK

Lu-n‘.J Stein died premarurely, at the peak of his creative powers. He
performed in the international arena for only a short time. Yet dur-
™ed such impressive results, and created

ing this brief period he reach
such spectacular samples of chess art, that it put him in the ranks of the
world's best chesspl.

me flies and the rising generation of young chessplayers know little
about the life and creative activity of Leonid Stein. We have done our
best to remedy this gap. It 15 sufficient to recollect just two episodes 1o

understand Stein's role in the chess world

LeM to right, Back Row: 7, 7, 7,
Stein, Korchnol. Front: Spassky, G. Garel

Moscow, June 17 1967. The Red Banner hall of the Soviet Army
Central Club is brightly lir and filled to capacity. The closing ceremony
of the international tournament is devoted to the 50th anniversary of
the Grear October Socialist Revalution and is under

Copyrighted Material



EeBiaRStai Meteri

That was a first-class tournament! It had eighteen of the strongest
grandmasters from many countries. Among them: world champion T.
Petrosian, two former world champions V. Smyslov and M. Tal, contend-
ers for the world throne D. Bronstein, E. Geller, F. Keres, M. Najdorf, L.
Portisch, W. Uhlmann, M. Filip and others. Who distinguished himself
in this constellation of chess superstars!

Here comes the happy winner, warmly greeted by the audience. The
grandmaster from Lvov, Leonid Stein. Though only 32, he has already
won three national championships. Only the main award is needed to
make the collection complete. lsn't he worthy of competing for that award
with the world champion? True, there are barriers which must be over-
come. For now, he carries the day.

Four years passed. Moscow was again hosting eighteen of the stron-
gest grandmasters, and again among them we see the world champion,
and not two but three former crown holders: V. Smyslov, M. Tal, T. Petrosian,
and a future “king,” A. Karpov. The participants also included such well-
known players as R. Bymne, V. Hort, E Gheorgiu, F. Olafsson, B. Parma,
W. Uhlmann, D. Bronstein, V. Savon, Y. Balashov, and V. Tukmakov.
Who won! Again, Leonid Stein! This time he shared the laurels with
Karpov, who managed to carch up with the leader in the last round. Stein's
triumph was obvious as he once again confirmed himself in the highest of
classes. His name had been mentioned again among the immediate con-
tenders for the world title.

Who would have thought that the winner of the Alekhine Memo-
rial only had a year and a half to live! He was preparing for his third
participation in the European Team championships, after which he was
to play in the Interzonal tournament for the world championship, but his
sudden death snatched him from the ranks of the outstanding chessplayers
of modern times. Even the world champion of that time, Bobby Fischer,
who had not been heard from for nearly a year, wired ro Moscow:

“1 lll| mnn:d by l||r prtmlhm death of Leonid Stein—the
and good friend. | express
m\fcmdolmmhu&milvnd to all chess brotherhood.

“Sincerely, Bobby Fischer.”

10—
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The FIDE president, and former world champion Max Euwe, noted
in his cable that “the chess world will remember Stein as a strong chessplayer
and a colleague-sportsman.” Indeed, Stein left a bright mark in the his-
tory of chess,

Stein's place among chess' superstars had been defined.

Let’s also recall what kind of man he was.

He had numerous friends in the chess world and beyond. We will
even assert that he had no enemies ar all. His sociability seemed to have
no boundaries. He demanded selfless loyalty from his friends, and he himself
treated them in the same way.

Stein's love of chess was unselfish and overwhelming. With an open
heart he received all with which he had been endowed: both joys and
upsets, to the fullest extent possible. He had never requested anything
for himself.

Tall, slender, and with an amiable smile, he immediately evoked sympa-
thy. One's first impression was magnified after just a little socializing with this
intelligent, sincere, kind, and a bit of ingenious man. It was noticed a long
time ago that ingenuity was a frequent companion of talent.

His talents first revealed themselves in the game of chess, produc-
ing a definite paradox. The thing is thar stars at the chess horizon gener-
ally begin to rise quite early. Let’s recall a few: Capablanca, Alekhine,
Borvinnik, Keres, Smyslov, Spassky, Fischer, Karpov, Kasparov... All of
them quickly displayed great talent, and by the ages of 16-17 had already
reached a high level of skill. Nowadays, even a 14-15 year old chess mas-
ter is not a wonder. Chess art creates its own Mozarts, Stein was not among
them. He learned to play at the age of 10, became a candidate master (an
expert) ar 18, and a master only at 24.

What was even more striking was that Stein's late maturity did not
interfere with his breaking even against the strongest chessplayers in the
world. Whar kind of talent was it that had emerged so slowly!

The reason behind this paradox, as we will see, consisted in the fact
that Stein's rare natural gift resembled a partially polished diamond which
did not sparkle with all of its facets. We will tell you why and how this

pened

What were the outstanding facets of Stein’s play!

First and foremost was his ease and elegance. It sometimes seemed
that he did not even strain himself, sitting sideways towards the board
and casually moving the pieces. In his formarive years he would spend
15-20 minutes for the whole game, irrespective of its result. Stein’s victo-
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ries, scored at lightning speed, always produced an impression as of a small
wonder.

However, more surprising than the speed of his game was the im-
pemosln-nfhn artacks, which seemed to originate from nothing and were

ied by beautiful sacrifices. He liked and excelled in
conducting such smtagv:ms. He would lose interest in positions void of
such features and play haphazardly. Gradually his talent got stronger, ma-
tured, and became more versatile. He always had that rare gift of discern-
ing many hidden opportunities in a position, calculating variations so
fast and deeply, that jokers used to say Stein's head contained a high-
speed electronic computing device. The press would even call him the
“compurer” Stein.

His manner of play generated a legend that Stein seemed to have
never, under any circumstances, opened a chess book. We may as wit-
nesses testify that was not true, although there was a grain of truth in it.
Certainly the more he participated in tournaments the more he had 1o
study chess literature. On the other hand he devoted much less time and
effort to the independent study of those books which his talent required.

It cannat be denied that his natural gift saved him in situations where
knowledge would have been of no assistance. He could win games in ways
that his opp would not und d where they had gone wrong.
He could win any of the highest level tournaments and other rimes he
could lose in a way that any grandmaster of his rank simply had no right
to do.

Courageous and fearless at the board, impressionable and easily hurt
in life, he seemed to have been woven out of all possible contradicrions.
In chess Stein was both an actor and a boxer. In moments of upheaw] he
played easily and fully, but his of i i
with distressing collapses. He was mercilessly compe:l:lur and during the
last years of his life even highly rational and prudent over the board. Srill,
smiles of tournament fortune would be superseded by spells of bad luck,
when everything went from bad to worse, and he hated to touch the pieces.

Among the aphorisms of the famous chess writer and grandmaster
Savielly Tartakover there was one especially liked by Stein:

“He who risks, may lose, but he who does not risk, loses.”

The ability to take a creative risk is one of the brightest features
that will always differentiate a chessplayer from any high-speed wonder
of electronic rechnology. Stein was one of the most “unprogrammed” of

12 — —
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grandmasters. If the assertions to the existence of intuitive style are le-
gitimate, then the main character of this book rightly belongs to this trend.
His manmner of playing was especially close to Tal's.

Stein's “risk strategy” had an original character. As a rule, risk in his
games did not originate from the romantic spirit of pursuit, as was the
case with, ler us say, V. Simagin. The urge for winning electrified him
more than chasing the magic bird of beauty. Stein was a fighter who was
consumed with the bartle for victory. In these battles he often made use
of tested recipes. The number of his discoveries in the chess openings is
not large.

Every once in a while he applied the weapon of risk so as to take
fuller advantage of his capabilities in the so called “calculation” of varia-
tions, as Tal would do. Tal used to conscientiously violate the basic prin-
ciples of the game in order to create favorable positions for himself.

Stein tried to play sound chess. He would risk only when he did not
see any other way of winning,

Here is one of his examples:

Gi pslls-—-Slem
USSR Championship, Semifinal
Tallinn, 1959

Stein had to win the game, but logical continuations held little promise
for success. That was why he sacrificed a piece for two pawns and, the
main thing, for the initiative:

24... Bxh3?! 25, gxh3 Nxh3t 26. Kg2 Nf4t 27.
Kh1 Nd4! 28. Bf1 Nfe6!l.

At first sight, Black has not gained much. Although the white King
is exposed, there is no danger of direct assault. However, the activity of

13
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the black pieces has grown so much that they begin to create threats all
over the board. Stein once noted regarding similar sacrifices:

*“They can be refuted in the post mortem analysis, but during
the game, never.”

The following happened in accordance with that remark.

29. Nxd4 exd4 30. Qc2 Qe5 31. Nec4 Qf4 32.
Rea3 Nxec5 33. Ra8 Qh4t 34. Kgl Rxed.

Black already enjoys o material advantage, and his pieces are still
well-coordinated.

35. Nd6 Rg4t 36. Bg2 Ne6 37. £3 d3 38. Qd2
Bxb2 39. Qxb2 Rd4 40. Ne4 Rxa8 41. RxaB% Kg7
42. Ra4 Qelt 43. Kh2 Qe3 44. Rxd4 Qxd4 45. Qxd4t
Nxd4 and Black won the endgame.

In the second part of the book the reader will find an abundance of

similar examples from Stein's praxis.
wise Emanuel Lacker said one time that he considered himself

to be a proponent of sound power, ready to take chances for reaching his
goal. It seems to us that Stein possessed this kind of power. Sometimes he
had to pay dearly but he had never betrayed his “stravegy of risk.”

Creative risk is one of the most attractive and distinguishing fea-
tures of grandmaster Stein's chess style. In life he rarely reckoned with
sober calculations, boldly making the most difficult decisions. More than
once he would sharply change the course of his life’s ship, and he had
never complained about his fare,

The inscription on Schubert’s tomb says:

“Death buried here a rich treasure, but even more wonderful

hopes.”

These words also apply to Stein. As successful as he was in the art of
chess, he still had mare to accomplish. Up to the day he died Stein be-
lieved, and did not hide his belief, thar he was capable of competing for
the world championship. He also cherished another dream, to write a
book on chess.

After his death some expressed the opinion that it was doubtful that
Stein would have ever realized his dream, maybe in some distant future,
as he didn't even like to annotate his games. Nonetheless, the dream was

14
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alive, he shared his dream with others, made plans, and asked for assis-
tance to compile the necessary materials, In such a book there would
have been nothing extraordinary, enly his narration on his tournament
successes and failures, a story on the places he had visited, and what he
had seen around the world. He was in a hurry 1o reminisce with every-
one as though he felt his days were numbered.
Continuing with the Schubert parallel, we may say that Stein also
left his “Unfinished Symphony” to the chess warld. These are his bril-
liant games.

- — 15
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Chapter One
The Beginning of the Road
On The Way To Chess

eonid Stein was born on the 12th of November 1934 in the small
Ukrainian town Kamenets-Podolsk (now the Kamenets-Podolsky
Khmelnitsky region) on the Smotrych river, the affluent of the Dnestr.
Thase who in their childhood read the entertaining story Old Fortress by
dimir Beliavsky knew the town. His parents, Zakhar Lazarevich and
“harna Abovna, had two children. His sister was four years older. This
was an ordinary, hard-working family with a modest income. Except his
father's health left much to be desired
When the war broke our, Stein’s native town was one of the first to
be hit by fascist invaders. The family barely managed to evacuate, and
after long wanderings settled in Uzbekistan near Tashkent. In 1942, at
the age of 36, his father died of typhus. His mother became the only pro-
vider for the children, and she alone raised them.

Left to Aight: Stein's mother Cha
his sister Frima. Before going into my. 19
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After the war the family returned ro the Ukraine and settled in Lvoy,
where his mother worked behind the counter in the school cafeteria. Friends
of the future grandmaster remembered that he grew up as a sickly, lean,
skin and bones boy during the austere war years for he was often under-
nourished. His harsh childhood could not but leave its mark on his sub-
sequent life. Deprived of a father's strong guidance, he did not have a
reputation for being a model student at school, and although he tried not
to upset his mother and sister 100 much with bad grades, he seldom pam-
pered them with A's.

This was a pity because as a boy he was endowed with grear intelli-
gence, a photographic memory, and a rich imagination. The trouble was
thar he could not stand working with textbooks; assiduousness and dili-
gence were not among his virtues. He failed to rid himself of flaws in his
upbringing which had been ingrained from childhood. This hurt, in par-
ticular, his chess education. Incidentally, his elder sister's character was
steadier, she successfully finished school and graduated from a medical
college. She now works as a doctor in the Moscow region. Leonid was
not on friendly terms with the sciences. It is uncertain what would have
happened to him if, at the age of 10, he had not been introduced to a
game that eventually attracted him so intensely. He soon became one of
the strongest players in his school.

Popular Game

A that time it was dlfﬁcull to presume about Lvov that a whole galaxy
of eminent i Il , although the
city had long-standing chess traditions. Unil the reunification with the So-
viet Ukraine, the game flourished mainly in numerous cafes, and only in the
post-war period did a real chess club appear. One should recall the names of
the enthusiasts who had been seeking to create this center of chess culture in
the city. At first there were three: Mikhail Antonovich Romanishin (whose
son Oleg is a grandmaster), Theodor Petrovich Kukich, a war veteran and one
the strongest players of the prewar Lvov and who became the first ¢lub direc-
tor, and Pavlo Pavlovich Yawsino, who first served as assistant director and
then director of the club.

The city began to hold tournaments. The well-known master Alexey
Pavlovich Sokolsky was invited for permanent residence. He conducred
classes, delivered lectures in the club, published the book Modem Chess
Openings in Lvov in 1949, which instantly became a “chess Bible." Un-

— 19
Copyrighted Material



mﬂ Material

fortunately, the fruitful activity of the only Lvov master at the time turned
out to be rather brief. In 1953 he moved to Minek where grandmaster [
Boleslavsky lived. He used to coach Boleslavsky when the latter performed
in the tonal arena. Still Sokolsky left a mark in the chess city of
Lvov. When Stein became a grandmaster he said that his first mentor
had been none other than Sokolsky.

After the war young chessplayers began to progress quickly. Among
them one could single our, for example, students Rafael Garenstein, Viktor
Carr, Nikolai Sazhaev, serviceman [ltizar Kutuev and others. Master Sokolsky,
who won the Ukrainian championships in 1947 and 1948, reached the
USSR finals in 1949 and 1950, was not always champion of Lvov! For
instance, in 1949 Gorenstein became the winner, and Sokolsky finished
only fifth.

In 1948 the first postwar team championship of the Ukraine took place
in Lvov; the “hosts” participated with two teams. The first team of the
Carpathian area led by Sokolsky, took the honorary third place conceding
enly to the teams of Kharkov and Kiev, the second team was seventh.

The ciry also provided training for the young generation when the
kids' chess club opened in the City Palace of Pioneers and Schoolchil-
dren. School team competitions became the rraditional showcase for se-
lecting the most capable young chesspl At one such a
skinny teenager with live black-velvet eyes drew attention with his fast,
confident, and bold play. The thirteen-year-old fifth grader was admitred
to the chess club of the Lvov Palace of Pioneers. There for the first time
he saw with surprise a chess book. He showed no interest in it, only the

game fascinated him.
Thirteen years old! Now they would say, “roo lare.” Recently we
have learned of dozens of gers becoming i ional masters and

even grandmasters; the criteria were different then.
Better Late Than Never

In the beginning everything went smoothly. Leonid was confidently
raising his rating. In two years he became a first category (*A™ by USCF
standards) player.

He benefitted from Lvov's favorable chess atmosphere. There was
someone to play with, somewhere to play, and there was someone to learn
from. He would open a book with apathy, but he would listen to Sokolsky’s
lectures with breathless attention, The experienced teacher was able to

w0
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show a grandmasters’ game (or his own for a change) in such a sestful
manner that the listeners perceived all the hidden nuances of the devel-
opments on the board, Results of the games become understandable and
logical. With particular excitement young Stein followed doubled-edged
battles that were brimming with attacks and counterartacks. These games
resembled his favorite action movies and novels! He was in his element
while warching them!

He made several friends. Leonid was the youngest in a gradually formed
“chess quartet.” Efim Rotstein was a year older, Boris Katalimov two years
older, and lgor Semenenko three years older. Tournaments in the Palace
of Pioneers were not enough for them. They would also go to play in the
city club, or quite frequently, get together at one of their apartments.
The time there flew by imperceptibly when analyzing somebody's tourna-
ment game, or in endless speed games, which were interrupted late at
night only after the intervention of adults.

As one may assume, that was an original school, Be thar as it may,
soon all four boys confidently reached the level of the strongest players
of the city.

In 1949 it was decided 1o hold a qualifying tournament 1o select the best
players to represent the sporting honor of Lvov in the forthcoming Ukrainian
team championship. The first place was secured by the already experienced
Viktor Cart. Who could have known then that he himself would never be-
come a master, and would devote all hu skill nnd pedapsmnl ralmt to the

training of future | in, Beliavsky, and
Mikhalchishin.

Thereupon Cart was the leader of the city a]l -star team. .r\cmnimg
to the results of the qualifying it i of S

the second board, and Stein, on the fourth board. Certainly, the team
was debihmcd by Sul:olsky‘s absence, who had played ar the 18th USSR
Ch held si ly with the team championship of the
Ukraine. The young players had to rake the more complicated exam. In
general, they passed it well. The Lvov team successfully overcame the
quarter- and semi-final barriers, and entered the final of the eighr stron-
gest teams which had already been organized in 1950.

The overall result, a tie for third, was met in Lvov with dissarisfac-
tion. Yielding the first two places to the all-star reams of Kiev and Kharkov
was not shameful, but how could they let the modest team of Vinnitsa
catch up with them! As often happens, the youngest player was named as
the major scapegoat, for it was his haste that had ruined his performance.

21
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On his board he conceded the leadership to V. Shianovsky (a future mas-
ter) from Kiev, and M. Borsuk (future director of the biggest stadium
“Avangard” in Voroshilovgrad) from Vinnitsa,

His end wn']a Shi ky even appeared in the press. This was
Stein's first published game fr (“Shakhmary v SSSR.," 1951, #3).
Although it does not show aur hero in the best light, we decided to place
it here for a more complete picture and characterization of the young
Stein’s play,

Shianovsky—Stein
Kiev—Lvov

This is a typical position from a variation of Alekhine’s Defense where
White managed to carry out a well-known “trick:" Bel-g5, and in response
to Bg7-f6, deprived Black of castling by means of Bg5-hé. Then the awful
rout of the Black defense followed:

12. 5 dxe5 13, dxc5 Nd7 14. Qa4! Beb 15. Bb5
Qxc5 16. Ne4 Qf5 17. Nxf6ot Qxf6o 18. Bxebd bxe6 19.
Qxc6 RbS 20. Radl Rb6 21. Qxc7 Qd8 22. Qxa7 QbS
23. Rxd7! Bxd7 24. Relt Kd8 (or 24 ... Be6 25. Rxe6it
fxe6 26. QgT) 25. Qa5 K8 26. Bf4! Qb7 27. Qc3t. 1-0.

The USSR's honored coach Viktor Emmanuilovich Cart recalls:
“Even then Stein surprised, both with his talent and light-mindedness in
his games. He oriented himself in the position on the board as though he
was a clairvoyant. If, while pondering over his move at any given mo-
ment, an experienced master sees only a part of the board, Stein would
‘size up’ the whole board, somehow foreseeing the structure of every posi-
tion that might appear after a possible continuation. When he started
showing variations, which he had seen, it seemed that the board was moving

2
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.. Possessing, to everyone, such an obvious gift, Stein was utterly impa-
tient, and absolutely could not force himself to think at the board, so
very often he made reckless decisions. Experienced players were able o
take advantage of this. For instance, they would set concealed traps, and
he would frequently swallow the bait. | remember well the dramatic game
between Stein and Borsuk from the match with the Vinnitsa team. The
game was very important for us, Stein spent only 20 minutes for the whaole
game including its resumprion. Within this short interval several times
he failed to win, and in the long run, to our regret, the game ended in a
draw.”

In contrast, Mikhail Lazarevich, a former paratrooper with strong
nerves, happened to get into time trouble three times, twice in the evening
during the round and once earlier in the moming while finishing an ad-
journed game.

Kiev, university students: Stein is at the back in the upper right.
chess for 1652, Gufeld Is in the
middie of the third row (with lots of Illll"l Championship for juniors.

In 1950 Stein played in the Lvov Championship for adules, and scored
about 50%. He took at most fifteen minutes to finish any game. His friend
Semenenko played much more solidly, tied for first, and then won the
playoff.

All four friends considered lgor's result as their common achieve-
ment. lgor was the eldest! Katalimov was was next in age, later that ye
won recognition at the Ukraine Junior Championship where he took an

23
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honorable fourth place (the winner was Yury Kots from Donetsk, who
twice became the champion of the Ukraine and two-time finalist in the

USSR ch hip). In the Ukrainian team championship that year
the Lvov squad, headed by Katalimav and Rotstein, took first place with
flying colors.

Stein's turn was approaching. Lvov pinned great hopes on him, and
not without reason. They believed that haste and his one-sided manner
of playing under a flag of “charge!" were a typical childhood habit, one
which everyone overcomes as years pass.

Who To Learn From!

“Well, boys, | will not see you anymore ar the junior rournaments; |
will be 18, Enough is enough,” candidate to master Boris Katalimov was
saying good-bye to his teammates from the Ukraine as he finished second
in the USSR Junior Team Championship in Moscow. He continued, “Lvov
will still do you good. Next year you will have a replacement in the face
of my countryman Lenny Stein. Have you heard of him! You will hear
soon! An exceptional natural talent! No schooling, he sees everything
on the chess board as if he x-rays it. Just remember: no matter how well
he will perform at the championship of the republic, give him, all the
same, the lowest board, when you will be making up a team.”

“Why is that]," wondered the coach of the team Yury Nikolaevich
Sakharov. “If he is that good, let him lead the team. Why should we lower
his potential on purpose!”

“This will be a tactical guile in the best interest of the team,” Katalimov
started laughing. “You see, Lenny does not yer play confidently against
stronger opponents. On the other hand, he will definitely crush anybody
who he believes is not that strong.”

Next spring Sakharov happened to be in Lvov where he took part
in the USSR semifinal. As the head of the Ukrainian All-Star Junior
ream, he inquired if he could meer the rising star, Leonid Stein,

“There is nothing simpler than that,” replied the organizers of the
competition. *You can see him every day because he will be one of the
board demonstrators.”

Already, after a few rounds, Sakharov paid attention to the fact that
when the demonstration board boys were selecting boards on which they
would show games to the spectators, Stein would, as a rule, pick up the

games played by Simagin, Mikenas, Ragosin, Kopaev and other chessplayers,

4
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often called “romanticists,” because they d an arack h
style. Why not! It was the style Leonid enjoyed most!

“May [, Lenny,” Sakharov once said to him, “as your future coach in
the all-Ukrainian team give you a good piece of advice! For the sake of
variety, would you demonstrate the games of Flohr, Aronin, and Kon-
stantinopolsky ™

“There is no fun warching their games. They are somewhar dry, not
1o say boring,” replied the young chessplayer.

“Try to look closely, and you will also notice something of interest
in them. Pay attention to how skillfully they conduct strategical maneu-
vering, how elegantly they defend their positions. You yourself will have
to, whether you like it or not, not only artack and make combinations. It
seems that you have no skills of doing anything else.”

The prestige of the coach and, moreover, the leader of the tourna-
ment (Sakharov took first place) played its role. On saying good-bye, Stein
thanked Sakharov for the advice.

He Sees Everything!

Soon Stein made his debut at the Ukrainian Junior Championship.

This tournament took place in Kharkov. [t was then that one of the
authors happened to ger acquainted with Stein. His games were stun-
ning. He made his moves with jet-like speed! He spent fifteen to twenty
minutes for the whuie game, frequently winning m:ly and beautifully.
And while anal pleted games, i i e:clnng
combinations, clever tdeas were lavishly pouring as if from a conjurar’s
sleeve.

“At the board he sees everything!” exclaimed one his defeated op-
ponents.

“Yet, he does not hend ing,” added an ienced
coach of Ukrainian hopeh:ls He uplamed his conclusion ljlu!l\' “Stein's
abilities of lightning fast ‘vision' and calculation of variations were not
always supported with the art of correctly evaluating the positions. Be-
yond concrete variations, in the fields where knowledge, experience and
logic domi 1, the young cl | often felt ble. Thar
was why he would play so qu:ci:ly Did he not want to think over his
moves! No, he simply did not know how. He was satisfied with those as-
sessments that he extracted from his mind by rotating numerous varia-
tions within a minute, still more often he relied on his intuition.”
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“You see Lenny, you have examined lots of passibilities,” Sakharov
would reason with him while studying the game that Stein had finished a
moment before, “and have not chosen the best one. You have not weighed
all the pros and cons.”

“So what,” the youngster exclaimed, “1 still won, no marter whar.”

“But only because your opponent also blundered! Had he played
correctly you would have received a zero instead of a point.”

At that time Kharkov was the first to host the team championship
of the republic. The Lvov team of four headed by Rotstein and Stein
were considered favorites. However, in the finals they had to be content
with the runnerup spot behind the Kiev team. Then eleven lucky ones
were selected to participate in the individual Ukrainian junior champi-
onship. The tournament would decide who would go to Leningrad as a
member of the Ukrainian all-star team to take part in the All-Union cham-
pionship.

Among the eleven players there were only two candidates to master
of sport, the previous year's champion Y. Kots, and E. Lazarev. The rest
were first category players. One should not be surprised that there was a
future grandmaster who was a modest A player at the age of 17. In these
days it was much more difficult to receive a higher rating than now.

In the first three rounds Stein scored two and a half points, but af-
rerwards lost to Georgi Kalashnikov from Odessa. Later on the two play-
ers became friends (now Kalashnikow lives in Kiev, is a candidate master
in chess, and a Ph.D. in medicine). After thar defeat Stein was so upset
that he did not even want to analyze the game, for which his partner
ook offense.

Later Stein regained his composure and in the Tth round he outplayed
Kots. The mood changed immediately. Now the water became knee-deep!
Sakharov considered it necessary once again to reprimand the young hopeful
who, judging by all signs, was about to join the All-star team.

“Do not rejoice too much. You managed to draw your opponents
into rapid play, where you excel. In Leningrad they will be stronger. What
will you do then! Even here... Who do you play tomorrow!™
“Lazarev. He has five and a half out of six, but | am pot afraid of
him.”

“You know, | don't know... At any rate you won't be able to entice
him into your thythm. | may bet on it!”

Sakharov lost his bet. The game lasted 34 moves, but ended within
2 half hour. We would like to present this game here, not only to show
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Stein’s level then, bur also because this is the only surviving game from
his days as a junior competitor.

Lazarev—Stein
French Defense

1. d4 e6 2. e4 d5 3. Nd2 Nf6 4. ¢5 Nfd7 5. Bd3 ¢5 6.
€3 Ne6 7. Ne2 cxd4 8. cxd4 Nb6 9. 0-0 Bd7 10. £4 g6
11. Nf3 Qe7 12. a3 0-0-0 13. Bd2 Kb8 14. b4 Ne4 15.
Bxe4 dxc4 16. Qc2 Ne7 17. Ng5 Be8 18. Ne4 N5 19.
Nec5 Nxd4 20. Nxd4 Rxd4 21. Be3 Bxc5 22. bxe5 Rd3
23. Qf2 Be6 24. Ricl Rhd8 25. h3 ¢3 26. Rabl Qa5
27. Rc2 Qa4 28. Rbel Qxa3 29. KhZ Qb4 30. Rel a5
31. Qf1 a4 32. Ree2 h5 33. Rbl Qc4 34. Qcl Rdl.
0-1.

Having beaten both leaders, Stein did not want to hear that he was
doing something wrong at the board. As a result he wound up in an hon-
orable fourth place (Lazarev and Rotstein tied for finst), and he had no
doubrs the he had secured a place on the team.

However the senior coach hesitated, evaluated, and weighed, In the
longt run, having remembered Boris Katalimov's advice, he included Stein
into the ream, bur on a lower board, not on fourth board, but an the
sixth.

Nevertheless, the coach was disturbed.

“Yes, Lenny is a talent. But he is so undependable. The team needs
quite a different player. | am nervous that he will let us down in Leningrad
with his supersonic speed!

“A Regular Loser”

Finally, Leningrad, home to that year's USSR Junior Team Champi-
onships. How misleading may be the impressions of the participants’ per-
formance during such ! Those who ob ly stand out among
the players of their own age, are viewed as future stars, yet few of them
justify those views. Among those who successfully played in that tourna-
ment only M E. Vasiukow, L Jers A Lutikov and B. Spassky,
the Russian L. Polugaevsky, and Rigan A. Gipslis became grandmasters.

Some players were not predicted to have any future. On the Latvian
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team, for instance, a small dark-haired boy was losing one game after an-
other on board four. He obtained only three and a half points out of nine.
His teammates cursed him from every angle as he would sacrifice a pawn
of 4 picce in every game, sometimes having something in mind, but usu-
ally withour any reason. What good could come from such an “adven-
turer”! Well, out came none other than,.. Mikhail Tal.

Leonid Stein also got into hot water.

“On almost every strong team,” master Evgeny Zagoriansky wrote
in the magazine Shakhmary v S55R, “there would be a regular loser, who
would considerably deprecate the efforts of his friends. On the Ukranian
team that role was played by Stein. This positively gifted chessplayer flab-
bergasted spectators by his ‘superfast’ performances. After getting good
positions in the opening, he continued to play at a speed of 60 moves per
hour and, naturally, lost all his games against experienced opponents. One
should hope that these results will make Stein play more seriously and
carefully.”

Indeed, no matter how many times his teammates had pursuaded
him: “Lenny, play slower, think more, otherwise...” Nothing helped. True,
even in his reckless play, he scored a point more than Tal. The important
thing to note is that the result of the future world champion was of no
particular importance for the Latvian ream. It finished fifth with 13.5
points, behind the fourth team! Meanwhile the Ukrainian team yielded
only half a point to the champions from Moscow. That was why Stein's
failures were especially regrertable.

A year larer the same type of tournament was held again, in Rostov-
on-Dan. Stein, playing on board rwo, showed a much better result. How-
ever, other bers of the team were and the team rook only
fourth place.

Farewell to Youth

In 1952 Leonid turned 18. It was his rime to leave the junior events
where his romantic spirit and daring hopes had prevailed. Was this al-
ready mature, but conceited and easily hurt young man, inured for new
trials?

Probably, not. His first successes came too easy, he exerted too little
effort to achieve them. He suffered relatively few failures at the chess
board which was why he considered them accidental, and therefore, short-
lived. It seemed to him thar, further on, everything would settle by iself.

8
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So far he had only obtained a first category rating, bur he believed in
himself.

True, his family was short of money. Therefore, having finished seven
grades as far back as in 1950, Leonid departed from secondary school (high
school) despite his mother's objections, and entered an electromechani-
cal technical school in order to get a profession and 1o start working as
soon as possible. He found it hard to study. Afrer a year Stein quir and
enrolled in an evening school. The whole year had been wasted.

On the other hand, his chess was on the road to recovery. In the
spring of 1953 he arrived in Kiev for the semi-finals of the Ukrminian
championship. There he succeeded not only in fulfilling the candidate
master (expert) norm, but also in taking first place. That was a real achieve-
ment!

His first appearance at the Ukrainian championship was anticipated
with great interest. However further participation had to be postponed
for four years. In autumn there came a notice from a military office, Le-
onid Stein was drafted into the Sovier Army. He was no longer a child,

Stein and Lillyn on vacation (Sochi, 1965).

9
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Chapter Two
On The Way To The Master's Title
A Man in Uniform

rmy service did Stein good. He acquired concentration, discipline,

punctuality, and accuracy. Soon he became a private first class, then

a sergeant, and then a squad leader. In the beginning he served for some
time in Azerbaijan, later he was ferred to the Baikal region.

In July of 1954 he was assigned 1o Barmaul 1o participate in the Fourth
Championship of Siberia and the Far East. The tournament drew cham-
pions of krais {Lange administrative divisions of Russia—trans. ), regions, and
autonomous national republics located on the vast taiga expanse of the
Russian Federation. This competition, which later became a tradition,
had a qualifying protocol: the top three would be admitted to the RSFSR
championship semi-final. Among the participants there were four candi-
date masters, the rest were A players. Stein confidently finished ahead of
the pack.

Stein placed high hopes on the tournament. New provisions on con-
ducting the USSR championship were approved. Earlier the way to the
final required two stages: quarter-finals and semi-finals. By the new rules
it was reduced by half. Ten winners of the Russian Federation champion-
ship received invitations directly to the semi-final of the country’s cham-
pionship. There one could attain a master norm. Stein did not have a
shadow of a doubrt that he would be able to achieve it

Novosibirsk was the site of the RSFSR championship semi-final. Stein
had never before played in such a strong rournament: three well-known
masters (A, Lutikov, V. Zurakhov, and 1. Veltmander), and the rest were
strong experts, also winners of zone tournaments as he was himself.

There was no fight for first. Anatoly Lutikov, who was on the fast
track in those years, showed a brilliant result, having won eleven games
out of fourteen with three draws. Stein was three points behind, still that
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was enough to tie for second with V. Lepikhin (Barnaul), and ro get an
entry to the final,

The goal was so close! However, the final that started in Leningrad
in the spring of 1955 started without him. At that time PFC Stein had to
perform army duties.

Certainly Leonid felt hurt. At the same time Private Lutikov en-
tered another line into the record of his victories. Playing in his home
city he again confidently rook first place with a margin of a point and a
half over N. Krogius and L. Polugaevsky. All three of them eventually
would become grandmasters, and fate willed them to compete against Stein
more than once.

Mtanwhlle in the summer of 1955 he went to Kaluga to the second
AllLR of young cand masters. The winner would
receive the right to play a match for the title of Master.

In the article “Parade of Young Forces" the magazine Shakhmaty v
LISSR wrote:

“The competition atrracted nine Candidate Masters and seven First
Category Players, having candid lification points. The
drew the attention of the local chess public and produced many interest-
ing games. Leonid Stein (Chira) seized the lead ar the very beginning
and maintained it until the very end. His result was excellent, 11 points
out of 15.

“Stein is a young, rapidly progressing chessplayer. He conducts his
games with engaging ease and swiftness. He never pets into time rrouble.
As a rule, Stein is anticipating an intense fight."

Here is one of Leonid's victories gained over a Candidate Master
from Kaluga.

Goltsov—Stein
King's Indian Defense
Russia 1955

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4. Bg2 0-0 5. Ne3 d6 6.
Nf3 Nbd7 7. 0-0 ¢6 8. e4 ¢5 9. h3 a5 10. Be3 a4 11.
Qc2 Qa5 12. Radl Qb4 13. Ne2 Re8 14. g4 h5 15. g5
Nh7 16. Rfel exd4 17. Nixd4 Nb6 18. a3 Qxc4 19.
Ne3 Qa6 20. £4 Qa5 21. Bf1 d5 22. £5 ¢5 23. fxg6 fxgb
24. Ndb5 d4 25. Nd6 Rf8 26. Ncbh5 dxe3 27. Be4t Khs
28. Bf7 Nxg5 29. Bxg6 Nf3t 30. Khl Nxel 31. Qxc5

k1l
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Rf1t 32. Kh2 Nf31 33. Kg2 Rf27. 0-1.

So, the right for a march against a master had been secured. Alas!
The chance of a victory, despite the right to such a match, was small.
Stetn had not succeeded in overcoming it at that time.

In those days a master title was awarded, as a rule, for very signifi-
cant achievements in the All-Union competitions. In the same 1955 this
honar was conferred only to four chessplayers (B, Gurgenidze, Y. Kotkov,
]. Randviir and M. Usachy), for their successes in the USSR champion-
ship semifinals and other top-level competitions. Soon Stein was invired
to the Armed Forces Championship. He arrived there with new sergeant’s
stripes and was glad to see Lutikov among the participants, It was entic-
ing for him to compete against the formidable RSFSR champion. Their
rournament game ended in Lutikov'’s favor, however Stein gained more
than convincing revenge in the additional match for the Champion’s title:
I—14

Here are two examples from the tournament.

Poltoranov—Stein
King's Indian Defense
USSR 1955
1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 g6 3. g3 Bg7 4. Bg2 0-0 5. 0-0 d6 6.
c4 Ne6 7. d5 Na5 8. Nfd2 ¢5 9. a3 b6 10. b4 Nb7 11.
Bb2 Bd7 12. Qc2 cxb4 13. axb4 a5 14. bxa5 bxa5 15.
Ne3 Qc7 16. Need4 Nxed 17. Bxg7 Nxd2 18, Bxf8 Nxfl
19. Bxe7 Bf5 20. e4 Qxe7 21. exf5 Ne3 22. fxe3 Qxe3dt
23. Kh1 Nec5 24. Qb2 Nd3 25. Qa2 Nel. 0-1.

Ljublinsky—Stein

Ruy Lopez

USSR 1955
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 5 4. Nc3 Nf6 5. Bxc6
bxch 6. Qe2 d5 7. exf5 Bd6 8. Nxe5 0-0 9. Nxc6 Qd7
10. Qe6t Kh8 11. Qxd7 Bxd7 12. Nd4 Rae8% 13. Kfl
¢5 14. Neb Bxe6 15. fxe6 Ng4 16, 3 Rxe6 17. Nxd5
Nxh2t 18. Rxh2 Bxh2 19. d3 Bg3 20. Bd2 Rf5 21. Ne3
Rh5 22. Kgl Be5 23. g4 Rh3 24. Ne4 Rxf3 25. Kg2
Rf8 26. Rh1 Rg6 27. g5 Bxb2 28. Nxc5 Rc8 29. Rbl
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Ba3 30. Be3 Kg8 31. d4 Rb6 32. Rfl Rb2 33. Rf2 Rxa2
34. Rd2 Bel. 0-1.

In his third year in the army Stein served in the Moscow garrison
and took part in a number of competitions in the capital. Game =2 with
E. Zagoriansky in the second part of this book may give an idea of his
performance at that time.

In 1956 he had to defend his ritle of Armed Forces champion. It
seemed that nothing would interfere with his winning the competition a
second time in a row. Lutikov had been already discharged from the Amw.
and Stein assumed that he would have no d rivals. True, he
feared masters Shamaev and Soloviev. Leonid Shamaev from Leningrad
was an experienced fighter. Viadimir Soloviev excelled in winning the
1954 Moscow championship, and showed great promise. However, these
two were not Stein's main competition for fiest place.

Stein—Soloviev
Sicilian Defense
USSR 1956

1. e4 ¢5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bb5T Nc6 4. d4 cxd4 5. Qxd4
Bd7 6. Bxc6 bxc6 7. c4 Bg4 8. Qd3 Nf6 9. 0-0 ¢5 10.
Nec3 Nd7 11. h3 Bh5 12. b4 Be7 13. a4 0-0 14. Ba3
Bg6 15. b5 Re8 16, Rfdl cxb5 17. cxb5 Nf6 18, Racl
Re8 19. Nd5 Rxcl 20. Nxf6t Bxf6 21. Rxcl Qa5 22.
Rc4 a6 23. Qd5 Rd8 24. Bxdé h6 25. Be7 Rxd5 26.
Bxa5 Rd1t 27. Kh2 axb5 28. axb5 Rbl 29. Bb4 Bd8
30. Nd2 Rb2 31. Be3 Re2 32. Re8 Kh7 33. Rxd8 Rxc3
34. b6 Bxe4 35. Nxe4 Rb3 36. Rd6. 1-0.

At the finish Stein was tied with Edgar Chaplinsky. They had known
one another since 1951, when, at the junior championship of the coun-
m' Ciuplmsh succeu{ulh hudcd the Mo«:aw contingent which became

was | ied with a great future, but he did
not |nmf\r (Imsc expectations. Still he became the hero of the tourna-
ment on winning an additional eight game march against Stein with ease.

Home!

In November of 1956 Stein was discharged from the army and retumed
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to Lvov where he joyfully met with old friends. He did nor find all of them.
Igor Semenenko graduated [mm the Radio Engineering Department of a
Palitechnical Institute and toone of the Kiev plants
w}nmh!wlhdas Deputy Chief Englmr} Soon afterwards Baris Karalimov
left Lvaw having received a diploma in Geology at the University. He headed
to Karaganda. Then he became Kazakhstan's chess champion and cast his lot
with that republic. Efim Rotstein also stayed in Lvov only briefly. On graduat-
ing from the Mechanical Department of the Politechnical Institute he went
to work as 2 mechanical engineer to Ivanovo-Frankovek. Thus the friendly
“chess quartet” drifted apart.

It was time for Stein to think about his education too. He had to
wait until next summer, the beginning of the new academic year. Mean-
while, he completed all the formalities and started his chess coaching
career at the Lvov Officers’ Club.

The master’s title remained his immediate goal. The way to achieve
this goal was to compete in the 1957 Ukrainian championship. True, in
order to get an entry one had to overcome some obstacles. In the spring
Stein arrived in Kiev to ake part in the semifinal and its eighteen par-
ticipants. There were two masters, E. Poliak and L. Pogrebissky, the rest
were the strongest candidare masters and A players.

Stein hadn't played in a Ukrainian tournament in a long time, and
he mer many of its players for the first time. It wasn't easy, he lost 4 games
et still tied for second with E. Lazarew, 1. Pogrebissky and A. Kostivechenko
behind Yury Nikolaevsky, and made it into the finals.

Not since the war was a master norm set for the Ukrainian Champi-
onship finals. To ger the norm, however, a definite composition of top-
rated participants was needed which the republic didn't have ar the time.
The sponsors then invited two eminent guests from Moscow, grandmas-
ters Andre Lilienthal and Salo Flohr. They also managed to entice grandmaster
Geller from Odessa who, after winning the republic championship in 1950,
had ab d from these

What Last Names are in Fashion

The Ukrainian championship final was played in Kiev, May of 1957.
Three grandmasters, seven masters and eight candidate masters partici-
pated. Stein had never before played in such a strong tournament! For
the first time in his life he would be fighting for the master’s norm, 10
points out of 17.
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On The Way To The Master's Title

The very beginning, however, was distressing. The game with Lilienthal
was his first tournament encounter with a grandmaster. Stein played his
favorite King's Indian with Black, but when confronted with a little known
variation he lost his presence of mind and fell under a crushing attack.
On the other hand, the second round cheered Stein up. He was quite
concerned about playing Sakharov, whom he had revered since he was a
junior. But, the Kiev master performed listlessly and lost. A series of draws
followed with Pogrebissky, Kors, and Kogan, a candidate master from Odessa
This was not good enough, it was necessary to score “plus three.” Yet, it
was not to be. Hardly had he beaten Kostivechenko when Nikolacvsky

inflicted a second defear on him

He exerted all his efforts and gained two victories in a row over
Shianovsky and Usachy. One more victory would be great! However, he
failed to follow up those successes. He drew with A. Zamikhovsky, and
lost to A, Makarov. There were only five rounds left and Hints were
still needed. His next two opponents were Flohr and Geller. Should he
try to make draws with them and stake everything on the three remain-
ing games against Zurakhov, arev, and A. Bannik! It's impassible for
Stein to play for a draw.

He showed his prowess againt Flohr (Game #3), but spoiled it by blun-
dering at the end. The witty grandmaster attempted to lift his spirits:

David Bronstein vs. Stein on Board 1 (1969).
Parhaps “Dynamo vs. Avangard,” Riga.
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“Don’t take it so close to your heart young man, you will gain a lot
of victories if you play as you have done in the first half of the game with
me. Besides, mind you, shortened last names have become fashionable in
chess. Recently grandmaster Lilienthal complained to me of not being
simply Tal. | believe that soon Bronstein will also regret that he is not a
Stein.”

Now he needed ro score 3 out of 4, and he was to face Geller, who
had the white pieces. Suddenly in this game a ray of hope glistened. Inan
approximately equal ending Geller began to try to force a win and ovurprmed.
1t was his first victory over a di and what a grand
third place winner of the 1956 World Candidates’ tournament! Was the
norm just a stone's throw away!

It was pitiful to watch Stein during the last rounds. A loss to Zurakhov
and draws in the final rounds hurled him back to the tenth position in
the crosstable. At the top were Flohr and Geller with 12% points each,
then Sakharov followed with 11, and a half point further down were
Lilienthal, Kots, and two lucky ones who had ascended the chess “sum-
mit" for the first time, Nikolaevsky and Shianovsky.

Stein was left with only Flohr's jocular “prophesy” as a consalation..
Whar if that was a good omen!

“I Quit Chess!™

That summer Stein entered a mechanical technical school as planned.
The studies did not come easy; he forgo a lot while serving in the army,

The winter of 1958 was full of disappointments, At the technical
school they would not allow him to participate in the Ukrainian champi-
onship semifinal. In the heat of the moment Stein wrote out an applica-
tion ta quit school and resume his coaching job. He successfully played
in Chernovtsy and made it to the final, but...

By order of the Ukrainian Sports Committee Stein was deprived of
his right to take part in the republic’s championship for a violation of
sporting discipline. The violation consisted of playing cards, a popular
pastime for some participants of the semifinal including Stein, in their
free time. That was a severe punishment!

Before the beginning of the final Stein arrived in Kiev to ask for
leniency, other participants of the tournament vouched for him, but in
vain! The tournament was held without him. Four players A. Makarov,
E. Gufeld, R. Gorenstein and M. Levin became masters all at once.
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“Thar's it, | quit chess,” Leonid informed his friends in the autumn
of 1958, “1 have probably wasted a lot time and effore playing it. | am
leaving the coaching job and will go to the factory.”

He began working as a metal worker assembler, and would nor lis-
ten to anything pertaining to chess. However, next spring he requested a
vacation at his own expense:

“I'd like to make one last attempt. There will be a Ukrainian cham-
pionship semifinal in Kharkov. Maybe, | will make it to the final once
again. There will be master's norm there.”

One cannot say, that an outstanding selection of chessplayers as-
sembled in Kharkov. There was only one master, Arkady Makarov, and
even he played outside the competition in that his master’s title secured
him an entry into the final for there were very few masters in the Ukraine
then. This meant that only candidate masters and A players competed
for the three vacancies, Were they worthy rivals for the Stein who had
beaten even grandmasters!

Yes, they were, M four of them surpassed him. Not only Makarov,
but also, Alexander Volchok from Nikolaev, who finished first, Sergey
Kviatkovsky and one more participant. Stein was left out in the cold.

What happened! He was literally feverish during the tournament.
Being an easily hurt and highly emational person, Stein frequently be-
came flustered in the atmosphere of tough sporting competition. He went
through joys and sorrows so passionately, and swirched from joyful ex-
citement to despair so easily, thar every setback absolutely threw him off
stride. For such vibrant, impulsive persons much depends on luck. In Kharkov
fortune tumed its back on him.

On leaving for home he seemed to be parting with the other partici-
pants forever:

“Now | have made a final decision, | quit chess! Enough is enough!
Everything is clear. | will soon be a quarter of a century old, and a master’s
norm is as far away as the stars. This is my last rournament!”

The Last Number

A lucky chance is like the sun on a cloudy day: now it hides behind
the clouds. now it looks out and smiles. While returning to Lvov and
dwelling upen his mishaps in Kharkov, Stein was reading newspaper an-
nouncements on the next Ukrainian championship final to be held in
Kiev. Little did he know that fate had prepared two gifts for him, gifts he
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could not even hope for.

When the participants of the republic’s championship got together
at the chess club to draw their pairing numbers at the opening ceremony
it turned out that Gorenstein (Lvov) could not come to Kiev. The next
contestant was Litvinov from Odessa.

“Let us give him the last number (22) in the table,” the tournament
directors decided, “and he should come immediately to play.”

Sa they did that. But, the answer from Odessa read: Litvinov could
not play either. What was to be done with number 227

were no other candidares in the list. The sponsors were about
to cross our the last number when Yury Sakharov suddenly suggested:

“Why can't we include Stein!"

A telegram was sent to Lvov to invite the Mr. Unlucky to Kiev. He
missed the first two rounds. In the third he played against candidate mas-
ter Korsakov from Voroshilovgrad.

What is hard to obtain is appreciated even more. In this tourna-
ment Stein played with restraint and caution as he never had before. He
artacked with white and with black he did not shun draws. He finished
the tournament as the bronze medal winner with only grandmaster Geller
and master Nikolaevsky ahead of him. The master’s norm! He surpassed
it by one and a half points. Finally his lengthy candidate master experi-
ence came to an end!

Furthermore, he qualified for an entry into the USSR champion-
ship semifinal.

Copyrighted Material



ORI 0 Top

Chapter Three
The Way To The Top
University Days

S tein's higher rank made no impression in chess circles. A twenty-four-
year-old master was no ph especially ¢ dering his ef-
forts and good fortune. He seemed unlikely to go much further. In realiry,
the Ukrainian championship had not turmed out an “average” master. The
coaches were the first to realize ir.

Quite a few strong masters contended for a place on the Ukrainian
Allstar team that was about to begin preparations for the Second USSR
Peoples Spartakiad. Grandmaster Geller was the senior coach and num-
ber one player for the team. He was very plcky in selecting the lineup.
The candidacies of Nikolaevsky, S ky were not ques-
tioned, Geller entrusted Stein with the last vacancy on the team,

Many considered the decision risky: the newly baked master could
not boast of the same wealth of experience as, for example, Bannik, Kots
and Zurakhov, who had not been included in the team; Geller knew his
business.

The coach of the Republic Trade Union Society “Avangard,” chess
master E. Poliak paid artention to the capable young man. As a first pri-
arity, he noticed that the man from Lvov needed a reliable support sys-
tem. The management of “Avangard™ sympathetically treated the gifted
chessplayer and created all the necessary conditions for developing his
talent.

Stein himself already understood: if you have a God-given talent
and you do not take care of it, it will eventually die. To make up for what
he had missed for so many years would be incredibly difficult. However,
he could enly sporadically use the help of his new coach since they lived
in different cities.

Independent work with chess literarure was still Stein's stumbling
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block. Therefore competitions remained his main school, university, and
academy of ches sciences. While taking part in them he, like before,
spent little time on his own games but attentively followed the way oth-
ers were playing; and warched them analyze their games. If among the
players there were grandmasters he did not care for any other studies.

A happy occasion of breathing the same air with such grandmasters
presented itself during the Ukrainian team training session headed by
Geller. Willy nilly the new master had to attend daily theoretical brief-
ings conducted by one of the country’s greatest chessplayers, a partici-
pant of the World Candidare’s Tournamenats of 1953 and 1956.

Next came the Moscow Spartakiad! Stein did not know where to
look first: M. Borvinnik, V. Smyslov, T. Petrosian, B. Spassky, M. Tal, P.
Keres and other luminaries were taking their seats ar the chess tables.
This was the first time that Stein played in such surroundings. On the
Ukrainian team he was assigned the role of a *urilityman® or “jumping
reserve,” one who could replace any principal player on his board,

In the semifinal group his more experienced friends did not rely on
the novice too much. After he scored one and a half points out of two, he
was given no breaks in the final. The other players had a rest; in the
decisive four rounds Stein obtained three points for his squad. They won
bronze medals,

“Great hopes have been pinned on young master Stein and not in
vain,” noted the yearbook Shakhmary za 1958-1959 gody (Chess in 1958-
1959). “Not only did he artain serious sporting results, he also demon-
strated a number of dable creative achi In his original
games one feels his desire to impose his own combat tactics on his oppo-
nents from the very first moves.”

Champion of the Ukraine

Then came the 27th USSR Championship Semifinal in Tallinn. Among
the participants were: B, Spassky, A. Suetin, A. Gipslis, |. Nei and other
eminent players. Only three of them would qualify for the final. Stein
combined the roles of a student and tester. He tied for third with Esto-
nian master Ivo Nei, yielding only half a point ro Spassky and Suetin.
Success? Definitely, but not a complete one, as there were only three va-
cancies. Stein and Nei had to play an additional 4-game match. The march
proved to the Lvov master how hard chess’ discipline really was.

It was enough for Stein to draw the march as he had better tie-breaks.
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After two rounds the score was 15—Y in his favor. It seemed pretty easy
to make draws in the last two games. Yer, Stein lost twice.

At the time it seemed that he apparently suffered a grave psycho-
logical disorder just as later selection processes turned out to bewitch him
more than once.

A new attempt to reach the All-Union final could be made a year
later. Chess life went on, and in the summer of 1960 Stein took part in
the Ukrainian championship in Kiev. Geller, the winner of the previous
three competitions, did not play, So, the top spots were up for grabs.

At the starr Stein scored four victories in a row. Soon he was lead-
ing with 8 points out of 9, creating the impression that first place was
already in his pocket. Then the leader lost to A. Novopashin (Dnepro-
petrovsk), and then to Y. Sakharov (Kiev). The last loss was especially
unpleasant: Leonid simply dropped a knight. After 14 rounds two players
were in the lead, Stein and Sakharov. They stayed on top until the end.
Who would be the champion? A six game play-off provided the answer,
Stein had now played four matches.

Yury Sakharov was an experienced, top notch master. At thar time
it was uncerrain which of them was stronger. How could one forget that
nine years before one of them had been a senior coach, while the other
had just been a beginner.

The first game Sakharov played superbly, and in his thoughts Stein
already drew himself a zero. He was !noung pleces just to survive until
the adj The game was adj Id an extra pawn
and seemingly an easy win. However, when Stein started his analysis he
discovered with relief that he still could make a draw! (Just before the
time control, Sakharov blundered, and let go of a sure win.)

This incident noticeably influenced the course of the second game.
Sakharov played way below his abilities. In his um, having a decisive
advantage in the third game, Stein, all of a sudden, lost half a point.
Sakharov conducted the fourth bout with enthusiasm and won on the
25% move. It (Game #5) was 2—2! Was the story of the playoff with Nei
repeating itself! No lhll lesson was not fruitless. Stein came to his senses
in time and alek ienced some exciting he still managed
1o tilt the Isa!nme in his fnvur by winning rwo games in a row.

Grandmaster Kotov's Gift

Bursting with joy, Stein went to Odessa to try his luck again in the
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semifinal of the country's championship. The lineup of talent was even
stronger than last year's at Tallinn. Then there was only one grandmas-
ter, and here, three: Y. Averbakh, D. Bronstein, and A. Kotov. The mas-
ters E. Vasiukov, S. Furman, and 1. Nei were also formidable competirors.
It was easy to explain the increased intensity of the fight leading to the
finals. At that time the All-Union championship simultaneously served
s a FIDE zonal tournament. Winners received the right to play in the
Waorld Championship! This happened only once every three years, and
everybody wished to test his chances no matter how small those chances
were. The number of vacancies increased from three to four.

In the long run the grandmasters proved that the ritle meant power.
Averbakh came in first, Bronstein second, Kotov, Furman and Stein tied
for third. Again an “overtime" selection was expected to determine who
would be the odd man out. Stein had already started his preparation for
the “extended round” when suddenly surprising news came.

Its most appropriate explanation, in our opinion, was offered by
Alexander Kotov who afterwards wrote in his book In Jest and Seriously:

“A new trial for Stein, how will it end this time? Eliminating one
player out of three is a risky business. But everything went smoothly. One
of the three refused to try his fate. He was... the author of this book. First,
it was difficult to play in serious consecutive tournaments ar the age of
48. Secondly, ! felt uncomfortable that | would have to be in the way of a
talented man.”

In the Final!

Stein ended 1960 in high spirits spending time on yet another “business
trip™—the USSR Team Championship. He had the best result for board two,
collecting 6 paints out of 8 for the Ukrainian team. The beginning of January
saw him making a debut at the 28th USSR Championship. That was not his
first visit to high chess society, still, there was a considerable difference: play-
ing for a team one does not meet all the stars, but here...

What could a novice hope for in competing against such virtuosos
as T. Petrosian, E. Geller, V. Smyslov, B. Spassky, Y. Averbakh, L. Polugaevsky,
D. Bronstein, and M. Taimanov!

“I believe | will be among the first six, Stein shared his plans with
E. Gufeld, who had also qualified ro play in the wournament.

“From which side of the table!” Gufeld smiled. “You are here for the
fiest time, and 1 for the third. You'd be better off not knowing how hard
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the going is here, especially for freshmen. They are dispased of with no

mercy!”

“1 weill seill do my best to be amaong the first six. It is for this achicvement
that one can get a grandmaster norm.”

At that moment his words were not taken seriously,

After twelve rounds Perrasian and Geller w
with 8.5 points each. Polugaevsky and Stein followed, yielding a point
Spassky and Smyslov were another half point behind.

“Do you indeed intend ro be among the first six
before the next round

“Maybe
zonal.”

“Forget about it! You have tough opponents in the last rounds! If
you remained in the top half of the rable it would be great for the first
time. Don't forget tomorrow you will face Geller. You were lucky to beat
Perrosian, one of the leaders. Bur fate does not smile so often.”

Once again Stein put to shame the skepricism of one of this book's
authors, and wiped out Geller (Game =9) in gallant artacking style. In

re carrying the rorch

sufeld asked Stein

even among the first four! [ would like to play in the i

the next round, however, he lost to Furman.

Two rounds before the finish Stein played Bronstein and remembered
Flohr's prophecy about the shortened last names. Now, in time pressure,
Bronstein blundered a piece, though he was already in a difficult position.

The Ukrainian champion revived his chances of getting to the interzonal.

Waell wishing friends chers and principal from the
University of Lvov) after Stein won the USSR champlonship
for the Jrd time.
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The following situation arose in the last round: if Stein and Spassky
drew, they would both catch the last interzonal vacancy. Polugaevsky and
Smyslov would most likely join them as they were lagging by only half a point.

The young debutante did not want to compromise and was seeking
to gain the fourth place with a vicorious blow. Game #10 was full of
drama. In the adjourned pasition Stein had an extra pawn in the endgame.
Enough for a win or not! The analysis showed that it was possible to win
bur it would be complicated. Spassky simplified Stein's problem: he re-
signed without resuming the game. Why! You will find the answer in the
annotations to this game in the second part of the book.

Stein tied for third with Geller, and both were awarded with bronze
medals. The interzonal tournament in Stockholm was ahead.

‘Window to Europe

Stein attentively read whar the leading chess authorities wrote about
him. He considered every helpful remark worth its weight in gold.

“I wish that the young master would expand his creative amplitude,
to diversify his opening systems (especially for Black),” wrote Petrosian,
the winner of the championship. Geller sounded more like a diplomat:
“Stein is a capable master who magnificently navigates in the compli-
cated positions on the board. He knows his drawbacks very well and will
try to get rid of them.”

Just think: before the tournament he was a master whose name was
just known by some! Now he had a bronze medal from the USSR Cham-
pionship, a grandmaster norm, and the right to play in Stockholm in the
i | for the world championship! Acknowledged chess experts wrote
about him. He immediately became famous.

Stein's festive mood lasted for only a short while. He was not so
naive as to reap the laurels and to think that his good fortunes would
continue on autopilot. A bronze medal this time does not guarantee a
winning perfi e at the next ct ionship. One g norm
was accomplished, but it would disappear without a trace if in the subse-
quent three years there would be no second norm. Today you are a par-
ticipant in the intersonal, but if you play badly everyone will forget you.
For instance, G. llivitsky, a master from Sverdlovsk, also played in the
1955 interzonal, yet he never became a grandmaster. How talented he
was, what high hopes had been pinned on him! No, not without reason is
it said that the old fame does not like the new one.
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Now he had the desire to do the work he had earlier considered
boring! He studied the games of Ins future opponents, thoroughly pol-
ished hi: pening d the most significant material
from the latest competitions.

He also had to play a lot in 1961. In particular, in Belgrade for the
first time he was entrusted to play for the USSR All-Star team in the
eraditional match against the Yugoslavian team. Then in Helsinki he headed
the USSR, team at the VIl “smaller Olympiad," the Students' Team World
Championship. Stein learned much at the training sessions conducted by
the well known th ician, Averbakh. He was highly suc-
cessful in the tournament, having scored 9 points out of 12, His victory
against L. Zinn (GDR) was named the best (Game #11). And the main
thing, after two years of “drought,” the USSR team regained the world
title. Stein's trophy collection ar home housed its first gold medal.

After that, he was sent to an international tournament in Bucharest.
The tournament failed the name recognition test: there were no grand-
masters in it, but still, to win the first prize was challenging. Stein did ir,
and in addition to the prize fulfilled the international master's norm.
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Chapter Four
Grandmaster's Epaulets
Fischer Among Others

S tockholm, 26th of January 1962, the opening ceremony of the Inter-
zonal was taking place in the small hall of the hotel Apollonia. Stein
was looking around with great interest; the world's top players had their
forum! These were the strongest foreign grandmasters with whom he was
ta compete for the right to continue his quest for the world title.

The imposing Swede Gideon StAhlberg, used to participate in In-
terzonal tournaments, and now served as the chief tournament director.
Here comes the FIDE president Swedish lawyer Folke Rogard. He con-
ducts the pairings.

Stein was lucky to get number one. Although the pairing determines
only a calendar of games, it was pleasant to be first at least formally,

Meanwhile, Rogard invites three Americans to the table. But only
two of them elimb to the stage, Arthur Bisguier and Pal Benko. Where is
the third one, Robert Fischer!

Leonid knew of the ninereen year old American grandmaster, al-
ready a living legend, had arrived in Stockholm. Once again Stein exam-
ined the hall with curiosity: What did he look like, the strongest foreign
participant! Alas, Fischer was not in the hall.

It turned out that he was quietly sleeping in his hotel room. Arthur
Turover, an American millionaire, who sponsored Fischer's trip, and ar-
rived together with him, did not dare to wake him up! The patron him-
self drew the number for his charge and got #16.

The Hungarians approached the table, vereran G. Barcza and rwo
young players, L. Bilek and L. Portisch. The latter already had a record of
success in serious trials and could be a formidable comperitor.

Here come the other favorites. The tall Czech M. Filip, looking like a
basketball player with his admirable height, will also be a serious tester. The
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andmastee's Epaulets

2

outstanding Yugoslavian champion S. Gligorich resembling a movie star is
ready for the rournament. The last number (23) was picked by the leelandic
grandmaster F. Olafsson. He did nor like it, but what was there to be done!

In the first round Stein was free and was able ro walk around and
study his furure rivals,

The round starts. Everyone is at their place, except Fischer! His op-
ponent, West German master R. Teschner, made his first move, two squares
forward with his Queen's pawn and starred impatiently pacing back and
forth berween the tables

Fischer's clock was ticking. A quarter of an hour passed, and he still
did not show up. Could it be that he was sleeping again?

At that same minute a lanky young man ran into the hall

“God knows what is going on in Stockholm,” he was panting, “it is
|mpu“|| ble to carch a taxi anywhere!”
w, that’s something,” Leonid thoughe, “it takes at most ten-fif-
teen minutes of walking to get here to the ‘Kingz-hallon from our
Apollonia Hotel. Let's see how he's playing.”

From left to right: Korchnal,
Havana 1986.

Fischer's game on that day was a lintle disappointing. Already in the
opening Teschner did his best to trade Queens. Having lost the initiative
he openly strove to new exchanges and a draw. Lirtle by lietle Fischer
outplayed him and finally got a winning position. Suddenly he blundere
and the game still ended as a draw, While Teschner was rejoicing, Fischer
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was upset.

That evening things were not going very well for some of the Soviet
players. Petrosian, however, got lucky in his game against the lcelander
Olafsson who, having a considerable advantage, unexpectedly overlooked
mate. Geller, on the contrary, should have beaten the Colombian Cuellar.
Instead, he forgot to give an important check with his Queen and lost.

Giving Odds

In the evening after the round Stein came to see Geller. Fischer
also dropped in. Fischer’s mother taught him Russian, Before Waorld War
11, she came 1o Moscow from the USA to get a higher education, and she
graduated from the Second Medical Institute. In broken Russian he sug-
gested 1o Geller:

“Let’s play a speed chess match!™

That evening Geller was obviously out of sarts, but having heard
the propasal, he couldn't help smiling and pointed to Stein who was modestly
sitting in the corner:

“You'd berter play with him!"

As Fischer missed the opening ceremony, and Stein did not play the
first round, the American did not know him face to face. So, they got
acquainted. Believing that the novice whom he had never heard of could
not be a worthy rival to him in blitz, Bobby first refused to play, and then
said:

“O.K. 1 will play Mr. Stein. But, | will not play for free. One has to
pay to play me. | suggest a small stake, ten crowns each. To equalize our
chances | may give Mr. Stein odds: If you score at least two points our of
five, the stake is yours.”

Stein had doubts: it was embarrassing for him to play for money.
Yet, he wanted to teach the cocky American a lesson.

“Okay,” answered Leonid

Ten minutes had not passed when Fischer lost his first game. The
second one he lost even faster.

Geller was laughing until he cried.

“My goodness!” Fischer was surprised, “Then 1 offer to play you on
equal rerms!”™

Having gamered respect for the stranger he began to play more carefully
but still did not get an edge. The following evenings he frequently in-
vited Stein, with whom he got friendly, for more blitz games, These matches
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went on Wllh Varying success.
Start and Spurt

Stein's tournament performance was not too successful. He was af-
fected by the excitement of the importance of the competition. The ar-
mosphere was oppressive as well. Then a discriminatory rule was in force,
according to which a tournament of eight candidates could include no
more than five representatives from one country. What did it mean for
the cycle in question?

The right to play in the next level already belonged o Tal (he lost
the last World Championship march), and to Keres (he was second at
the previous ¢ i ). Consequently, there were at best
three vacancies for the four Soviet d playing in Stockhol
The remaining three vacancies could only be contended by non-Soviet
parricipants, even if they were lower than all the Sovier players in the
rournament table. Thus, Stein had to endeavor to be among the leading
six, and besides, he could not afford o be the last among his countrymen.

For a long while it seemed that he had no chances because in the
third round he lost to Geller, and in the fifth he got into a curious situa-
tion. He brought the game against Filip to a winning position, but was
playing fast when, as a result of his mistakes, Filip obtained counterchances.
Stein started pondering too much over each move. True, he still had a lot
of time ar his disposal, with just two moves to make the time control. He
had a whole half an hour at his disposal! He was looking for a chance to
win and could not find it. Was there a draw! Definitely. There were sev-
eral ways of reaching ir. Which one 1o choose! Maybe he could still win?
Stein was absorbed in ¢ ions, and the clock was ticking
and ticking until... the flag fell! .ﬁn arbiter informed the stunned Stein
of his loss.

“I forgot about the clock! | am accustomed to having as much time
as | want!” he excited explained to his flabbergasted friends.

After the eighth round loss to Uhlmann, his results were good for
nothing: 2 points out of 7, 3 losses, 4 draws, and no wins!

The grandmaster’s norm was 13 points out of 22. It meant that he had to
score 11 points in 15 games against the world's best competitors. For an ordi-
nary master the task would be unthinkable. But Stein was the one who used ro
frequently suffer defears in games where euemme veas cermin of his success,
and vice versa, he would often ble odds. It
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happened 50 in Stockholm too! When no one believed he had a chance, he

as many a 114 points in one breath, not in fifteen games but in four-
teen, one round before the end of the wumament! An astonishing finish
(Games #13-14), 9 victories and 4 draws!

Going at full speed Stein broke into the first six before the last round.
Only Fischer, Geller, and Petrosian were ahead of him. Should he beat
Olafsson on the concluding day, he would become a World Champion-
ship candidate!

Well, there is a limit to superhuman strength and in a sharp battle
Stein lost.

Who is Number Six?

He tied for sixth with Gligorich and Benko. Who would be the sixth
participant in the Candidates’ Tournament! If it had not been for the
discriminatory “rule of three,” the question could have been answered in
the play off match among the three. But, the rule auromatically closed
the turnpike in front of Stein because his three countrymen had left him
behind in the event. So, would there be a match between Gligorich and
Benko! No, stilla mmpcmmn among the three was held, as it was also
necessary to d hsti for the Candidares’ 1f,
by the results of the nldmnn of the play off, Stein rook at least second
place, he, should one of his countrymen refuse to play (for instance, be-
cause of illness), would have been able to replace him. There was one
more motive for Stein to perform the best he could: although he made
the norm of international grandmaster, he had to wait its official award-
ing. Meanwhile, sixth place in the interzonal tournament would auto-
matically qualify him for the title.

Leonid drew twice with Benko, twice overcame Gligorich, and be-
came the sixth. Nevertheless, Benko went to the candidates’ tournament
on the island of Curagao,

In spite of everything, Stein was welcomed home triumphantly. He
became an international grandmaster. [t was especially honorable 1o earn
these epaulets in such a momentous chess “battle of peoples” as the Inter-
sonal tournament, That he had actually won a place in the candidates’
tournament, and only a formal arithmetic result had deprived him of go-
ing there, created an additional halo for him.
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Three “Whys"

Srill, Srein was not fully satisfied. Not only because of the injustice
of the “rule of three,” he could not help contemplating three questions:

One. Why did 1 p]:y 50 bnd!v at the beginning of my major compe-
titions, in the USSR Championship and in the

Two. Why did | win the decisive game in the USSR championship
and lose the decisive one in the Interzonal!

Three. Why did | show the best result among the first six in the
USSR championship where | beat Petrosian, Geller, Spassky and made
three draws, and in Stockholm show the worst by losing 1o Geller, Filip.
and made four draws!

Stein could not figure out an answer for the first two “whys” for a
long time; similar questions annoyed him after other tournaments in the
years to come. Unfortunately, he did not have an experienced consultant
in the sphere of sporting psychology. He hoped that these problems would
be solved on their own.

The third “why" was another cup of tea. This problem concerned
him the most. He already felt that he was capable of storming Olympus.
However, the closer he got to the top the stronger the competition he
had to overcome. Could he hope for success if he would fail the chal-
lenge of the strongest!

On recollecting his games played against the favorites in Moscow
and Stockholm he could not help paying attention to one particular cir-
cumstance.

Why did he triumph over Petrosian and Geller! Because they gave
him an opportunity to artack their Kings. That was his pet weapon. Spassky
lost as he was playing Black and staking it all.

And in Stockholm? The best mmimaamn I=l hlm attack the King
much fewer times. Compared to a year ago, they had become familiar
with his style. Only Portisch was not cautious and was immediately cas-
tigated. Stein was awarded the beauty prize for thar game.

No one staked everything when playing him., On the contrary, more
than once he himself acted according to the principle: neck or nothing.
Thus he lost to Uhlmann in the eighth round. He risked the same way in
the next game against Teschner, the latter could have actually beaten
him in one move. The gambling proved to be correct in this case, but in
the game with Olafsson it once again let him down.

The most sorrowful memaory was the fiasco in the game with Filip
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when he lost on time. Why didn't he win! He had a huge advantage!
There was only one answer: he could not realize his advantage with a
direct attack on the King. He should have demonstrated rechnique. In
this area he did not always feel confident. That was why he had to think
longer. Petrosian might have won that game blindfolded.

O time the famous grandmaster Siegbert Tarrasch aptly said “When
one wins a lost game this is happiness, but when one losses the won game
it is weak play.”

What was the conclusion! He should broaden his play! Sharpening
the sword of artack he should rake good care to have a reliable shield!
Stein was no longer the youth who would lose heart as soon as his own
position ceased to gladden his eyes. Now he was able to cling with his
teeth to every bit of territory, and was capable of putting up tough resis-
tance till the very end. He even could put his own King into a dangerous
posirion without any fear or doubt as he had done in the game with Bisguier.
Still, no matter how skillfully Geller played against him, had he used all
his defensive resources!

Artacking was Leonid's element not only in chess, but also in soc-
cer. When during training sessions chessplayers would kick the ball with
some amateur teams, Stein, assigned to play as a back, could be more
frequently seen on the other side of the field than on his own. He would
carch hear from his teammates for fulgﬂung foreturn to protect his goals
and for violating the game's discipline! would also
occur to him at che chess board. When lhc poemrm required patience, or
even to be engaged in passive maneuvering, he would look for a way of
reaching the opponent’s gual "

Clearly, the correct diagnosis does not g | treat-
ment. This was true for Stein, It took quite a , while before he overcame
these roadblocks on the way to the top.

Still he returned to Lvav in regalia which could only have been in
his dreams three years before when he, a chess expert, was going to Kiev
with the weak hope of participating in the Ukrainian championship.
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Chapter Five
New Storming Of Olympus
In The Grandmasters’ Circle

ln May of 1962, having made sure that the five Soviet grandmasters
participating in the Candidates’ Tournament arrived in Curagao, Stein
joined masters and candidate masters in the latest championship of the
Ukraine.

Everybody believed thar he would easily take first place, bur Gufeld
gave him serious competition, and the newly minted grandmaster man-
aged to secure a half point victory margin only in the last round. Thar
was his second Ukrainian Championship title

Liliya and Leonid's Wedding Day, Sep. 22, 1862

Soon Leonid's destiny was fulfilled: he fell in love with Liliya Kvecher, a
second-year student ar the Polytechnical Institute, and she became his wife.
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Thus, he used this tactic in all the competitions of the following
year: the Yugoslavia-USSR match (Games #15-16), the Third USSR Peoples
Spartakiad, and the All-Union Semifinal in Sverdlovsk. He discovered,
to his satisfaction, that the number of wins did not diminish, and he started
to lose less! The draws grew in number but ar the cost of possible earlier
defeats!

The 315t Championship, held ar the end of 1963 in Leningrad, was
another qualification competition for the mext interzonal. Stein, like before,
could not gain his first vicrory for quite a while. The win would nor come
easy, and he did not force it. When an unfavorable position arose, he
would defend it much maore persistently than before. The result was amazing,
cight draws in a row.

He did catch it from the media for his passivity, One famous re-
porter thetorically asked, in a chess bulletin, whether Stein had been re-
cently fond of checkers!! Stein himself felt ill ar ease in the “king-of-
draws” robe. He knew that the problem had not been in his complacency,
but rather in his failure to find the right form. What if he were not to
find it until the very end of the tournament! Then, farewell to any hope
of entering the Interzonal! The road to reaching it was much more com-
plicated than it was three years ago. This time it was enough to place
among the first six at the initial level. However, thar would only provide
an entry into an i diate stage, a zonal where a double
round-robin would determine the fate of four Interzonal vacancies.

In the ninth round Stein finally beat A. Novopashin (Game #18),
At last! From then on he was on a roll. As in Stockholm, Stein began
overtaking one rival after another as if he was playing a leap frog game.
After the sixteenth round he saw only Rarmir Holmov's back in front of
him. They were to meet in the next round.

It was an extraordinary game. In the opening the pieces were disap-
pearing from the board with lightning speed. Connoisseurs were unani-
mous in their judgment: a quick draw was the most likely outcome, as
there was nothing to play with anymore!

Before this time the Lvov player would have had no interest in playing
such a boring position; he would not even have known what ro do. Now ev-
eryone saw & new Stein, a skillful master in technical positions. Even Holmov,
a virmuoso of playing similar simple positions, being in a somewhar inferior
ending, failed to solve all the problems created by his opponent.

They exchanged places, and before the final round Stein became
the sole individual leader, half a point ahead of Spassky and Holmov. A
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place among the first six guaranteed, he started thinking of his first gold
medal for the USSR championship. He could achieve this goal once he
defeated V. Bagirov in the last round with the white pieces.

How to Become the Country's Champion?

Thar evening he still was out of luck. Again, as in the old days, he
couldn't control his nerves, and he played recklessly. It turned out that
even a half point would have brought him the gold medal as both Spassky
and Holmov drew their games.

Stein lost and Spassky and Holmov only just caught up with him.
Thus, there was a chance once again of fighting for the championship's
title in the play off held in Moscow at the beginning of 1964.

In the first round, Spassky, whom many considered to be the favor-
ite to win, rushed to artack Stein's position. It turned out that the on-
slaught was not justified. Having repelled the threats, Stein assumed a
counter offensive. He was just as skillful at this as he was ar attacking.
Soon the white King was under attack by the black pieces and Spassky
was checkmated.

In the following round Spassky, with a great effort, drew his game
against Holmov. Stein failed to win a similar endgame against Holmov as
he had done a month before in Leningrad. He didn't properly analyze the
adjourned position, and after resuming the game he selected a plan that
led only to a draw.

In the second round Spassky did not succeed in taking revenge.
Moreover, on his sixtieth move, the i from Lvov overlooked a
big chance ro win. Afterwards Spassky overwhelmed Holmov. Again ev-
erything was to be decided in the final round. For Stein, a draw against
Holmoy would suffice. Would he be able to achieve a drw with Black! If
not, all three of them would have an equal amount of points and the play
off would have to be continued.

How many times had Stein been cursed in that final round? That
evening, however, he played so confidently and efficiently that Holmov,
who needed only a victory, couldn't handle the pressure, gambled, and
came under a formidable attack. Having soberly evaluated the situation,
Holmoy offered a draw which Stein had no reason to refuse.
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Making Room at the Top

The media paid its due to the new USSR champion. The specialists
did not fail to notice the changes in his playing style. This is whar the
sports journalist Vikeor Vasiliev wrote in the tournament bulletin on the
eve of the zonal championship: “With his play in the championship Stein
completely overrurned the opinion regaldmg him as a narrow specialist,
a ive of a vividly exp ive trend.”

"%l the match Yuguulavln—USSR held in the city of Ricka in June
of 1963, according 1o the team’s coaches, he not only played better than
anyone else on his team but also displayed a really universal style. In the
national championship Stein played freely and with grear confidence ar
every stage of the game, and allmwd no obviously vulnerable spots. Stein’s

¢ in the champ p and, probably moreso, in the playoffs
with the other two winners, convincingly revealed the fact that the divi-
sion of the world's top grandmasters just became more crowded.”

Next on the list was a round-robin zonal competition. Before it be-
gan, the USSR Chess Federation released Smyslov from playing in it,
since they had given him one of the interzonal entries without any selec-
tion. This compluc:mi Stcms task: only three vacancies remained for
the seven particip g his tradition he flopped ar the begin-
ning of the tournament, five draws and a defear from Geller. Stein had
nao right to blame himself for the loss; Geller played extremely well, and
the decisive mistake of the Lvov player was not very obvious.

However that did not make things any easier. He finished the first
round in fifth place with 24 points. Bronstein had 4%, Holmov 3%, and
Geller and Suetin 3. Two players were tied with Stein, and there was
nobody behind him! As they say, there was no place to retrear. Realisti-
cally speaking, third place was a stone’s throw away.

Two wictories in a row at the beginning of the second round pro-
pelled him so quickly that even four draws at the end could not spoil the
situation. Spassky finished brilliantly by scoring seven points, and took
first place. On yielding half a point, Stein and Bronstein also won vouch-
ers to the Interzonal tournament to be held in Amsterdam.

Nerves of Steel and Power Tricks

In the bulletin ional master V. Panov wrote:
“Leonid Stein's success is not a surprise. It is understandable and even
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inevitable. It would have been senseless for the USSR champion not to
get to the interzonal tournament! Most of all | liked two elegant ‘power
tricks’ by the Lvov grandmaster. Stein began the country's championship
with eight draws in a row, and only then won the gold medal! This time
he started the zonal tournament even more effectively: five draws and a
defear! And still he entered the leading trio. What self-control
fidence! It reminded me of a scene from ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ when the
French poet was fencing with an arrogant marquis, improvising a ballad,
and during the last stanza ran his enemy through. Exactly like Stein! Such
nerves of steel and faith in himself will secure new achievements for Stein.”

B

cof-

Taking on 25 boards simultaneous exhibition.

Stein was read these notes with a sad smile. They were flartering,
though. And how beautifully written! But what abour those iron nerves!
He knew better than anyone that thar was not true at all. Or “power
tricks?” On the same grounds, a trick might be called a jump over a seven
foot wall by a person chased by an angry dog. His finishing spurts were
not a result of having a good time. He had paid a high price for them!

For instance, how could you put a marker on his first win at the
onal tournament? In a clearly winning position Stein screwed up so much
that Suetin could have forced a draw. What about the twelfth round draw
with Bronstein? After the opening Stein had such a huge advantage that
he could have won in several ways. He made a random choice and over-
looked a brilliant counterplay of his opponent.

What about the next to the last round draw with Holmov, who was
only half a point behind, playing White, and desperately fighting for a
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all of whom were dangerous rivals. For the first time Stein met the pic-
turesque B. Larsen, whom many called the strongest foreign grandmaster
after Fischer. The attitude towards Stein was also different. Two years
prior to the event he was an unknown master who had to prove that his
appearance in such eminent sociery was not accidental. Now he already
had a great rep “LISSR champion” sounded authoritative! Every-
one viewed him as a worthy candidate for an upscale bartle.

And whar about Stein? He felt that everyone was looking at him with
increased atrention and he could not control his nerves. In the second round
he had a promising position against B in. He could have lidated it
a5 he had proven himself capable of doing. However, he wanted to force the
course of events, sacrificed a Knight, and in a couple of moves realized with
horror that he had blundered. The second defeat followed immediately after
the first one. It had been a while since Stein had defended a position as badly
as he did in the fourth round against Portisch!

After eight rounds his total added up to only three and & half points!
He finished miles apart from the top six competitars, having the worst
result among the Soviet quintet.

Haowever Stein's result did not astonish anyone. Stein had accus-
tomed everyone to such lousy beginnings. Now everyone was expecting
his stormy, raging comeback.

And it came. One after another, Gligoric (Game #21), Benko, Evans
(Game #22), Ivkov, and then Larsen (Game #23), the leader of the tour-
nament, laid down their arms. This was the fifth consecutive victory for
the USSR champion. All in all, starting with the ninth round, he scored
eleven victories with only two draws out of thirteen games! Before the
last round Stein had sixteen points. He was tied for third through fifth
places with Spassky and Tal, half a point behind Smyslov and Larsen and
half a point ahead of Bronstein. He had secured a place among the top
six not only practically bur also theoretically. His nearest pursuers, Ivkov
and Portisch, lagged behind by one and a half points. Had it not been for
the “rule of three,” the USSR champion would have already been a can-
didate. He needed to outrun either Spassky or Tal.

“Rule of Three" Once More

In this dramatic situation Stein's nerves let him down once again.
During the last round, playing White against master K. Darga from West
Germany, he acted too academically, even with restraint, and by the 32nd
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move agreed to a draw.

That evening he recalled Tartakover's favorite aphorism: “If you risk,
you may lose, if you do not risk you have already lost.” Stein did not
gamble in the last game and lost, not the game but his participation in
the candidates’ rournament. Tal and Spassky risked and won. They caught
up with Larsen and Smyslov and tied with them for first. Stein was only
half a point behind and rook fifth place. He was thrown by the wayside,
as well as was Bronstein, who finished sixth. The remaining two visas
were issued to Ivkov and Portisch who were correspondingly seventh and
eighth.

The injustice of the “rule of three™ was so evident to everyone that
the FIDE Congress (Wiesbaden, September 1965) abolished ir. Stein was
none the better for it. His second attempe at climbing Olympus was fruit-
less. Again he was successful ar the chess board, but he had to retreat
before the artificial barrier of extra chess arithmeric.

Still he had grounds for reproaching himself. Yes, he did play better
in Amsterdam than in Stockholm. Nevertheless, he did not learn how to
program himself to reveal his full potential in the starting rounds! And
also, the notorious and faral last round; Leonid had already mastered how
not to lose in it, but had not learmed how to win it when it was necessary.

Still the impression of the USSR champion's performance was strong.
“Stein was just a fraction short of gerting ro the candidates’ list," wrote
the chief arbiter Salo Flohr. “With his energetic play he won everyone's
affection.”

in, 1958, Kirovograd (now
n Team Champlonship.

Lugansk). Ukra:

61
Copyrightsd Material



Copyrighted Material
Leonid Stein

Chapter Six
In The World Of The Elite
Team's Golden Reserve

tein’s sporting and creative achievements reputation was so high that

he was invited to play for the All-Union Star team in the XV] Olym-
piad, the world team championship, that was Iu:l:i in Tel- Avw. Novem-
ber 1964, The top chesspl. from 50 ¥ in fact, it
srak the chess wadd's cieam, Only Fischer was missing, to the great disap-
pointment of the USA team probably, with the exception of Reshevsky.

These two grandmasters brawled as far back as in 1961, when their
match was suspended as a result of the Piatigorsky march fiasco. Since
then they had not agreed to play on the same team. The Americans would
like to have seen Fischer on their team, though according to them he
requested twice as much of an honorarium as Reshevsky.

Stein was quite surprised by the US champion’s attitude towards his
country’s prestige. Leonid himself considered it an honor to play for the
USSR national ream; even as a first substitute, although he was the chnmplun
of the country. The main line up consisted of world champi
ex-champions Botvinnik and Smys!e\'. and the second p]m winner of
the candidates’ tournament Keres, and Spassky, one of the heroes of the
Amsterdam tournament, was the second substitute. Such eminent grand-
masters as Tal, Geller, and Bronstein did not make the ream.

The division of the Soviet players into main and reserve was abso-
lutely formal. It only meant in what order the grandmasters would play in
t}madmpmicuh:mh.ﬂumgdufh&vkt team at the Olympiads
incorp d not only ling leaders bur also top class reserves, who
were worthy replacements in any march. That allowed them an even dis-
tribution between all six players. No wonder the Soviets had been win-
ning all the Olympiads.

In Tel-Aviv the role of the strong reserve was especially important
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as the had an linarily busy Every moming
four hours were spent finishing the adjourned games, then, after lunch,
five more playing hours. It meant that leaders of the teams who did not
have a worthy replacement at times had to “work” for up to nine hours a
day. The USSR team had a simple solution to this problem: those who
had to finish their games in the moming, did not perform in the evening.

For example, West Germany's leading grandmaster, W. Unzicker, had
to play 18 games out of 20. On the Soviet team Botvinnik and Keres, as
the oldest, played only 12, the rest played 13 games,

It did nar take Stein long ro win the trust of his reammares, and in
the final he was engaged in all the important matches, especially after
the USSR team suddenly lost 1—3 to the West Germans in the fifth round
of the final and their leading position was threatened. Stein also played
in that match, and was partly to blame for their defear: he could nor real-
ize his advantage against master H. Pileger, the game ended in a draw.

In the sixth round the Soviers overwhelmed the Bulgarians, with
Stein beating the strong master N. Spiridonov. In the seventh round there
was a difficult match with Yugoslavia, Stein's victory over Matanovic enabled
the ream to tie: 2—2. In the end all six players excelled with the leaders
shawing the way, The decisive match with the USA ream brought a shut
out victory: 4—0! Stein also lent his hand to the victory, forcing grand-
master A. Bisguier to resign. The following round, another convincing
win, over Argentina, was achieved: 34— Stein beat B, Wexler.

The USSR team won gold medals. Stein was awarded a special prize
for the best result among the first substitutes: 10 points out of 13, His
participation in the high level forum on the same ream with the world's
leading grandmasters turned out to be a wonderful education for him.

Deja Vu

For a long time Stein had not had such a tough schedule of compe-
titions as he did at the end of 1964. In September he played in Baku for
the “Avangard” society semifinal of the All-Union team. In October, in
Moscow, he played in the final of that tournament, and in December he
entered the 3Ind USSR Championship. Although he was awfully tired
he did not want to abstain from the tournament. Moreover, the champi-
onship was held in the capital of the Ukraine, where he had so many
friends!
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Again history repeated itself. He started with a loss, then made three
draws in a row. In the following twelve rounds he gained seven victories
and made five draws and in his customary finish, half a point out of two.

As a result, Stein scored the same number of points as in the previ-
ous USSR championship in Leningrad, where he tied for first through
third. But in Kiev the reward for the repeat was more modest: only fourth
place. Stein did not play worse than the year before, the current partici-
pants played better! Probably, it was fair in a way: if one did not move
farward, others would overrun him.

However, this stagnant period did not last long.

Unprecedented Ascent

For the two years following the 32nd USSR Championship, Stein
was in such superb form that his tournament successes reached its peak.
This most productive period in his sporting career lasted approximately
from March of 1965 up to June of 1967,

During that time he took part in nine tournaments, Three times he
was first, once he tied for first, four times he finished second, and the
least favarable result was a tie for second and third but with world cham-
pion Petrosian! Such stability was characteristic only of great players at
the peak of their powers. Not a single mediocre result! Moreover, all three
first places were won in the most prestigious tournaments of that time:
two USSR championships, and the most important grandmasters' inter-
national tournaments,

To make the picture complete one may remember two more gold
medals for the Lvov d in the team championships of Europe
(1965) and the Olympiad (1966).

In June of 1965 the six strongest European Teams competed in Hambung:
USSR, Yugoslavia, Hungary, FRG (West Germany), Romania, and the
Netherlands. The level of that competition was hardly lower than thar of
the Olympiad, and the collection of players was no less interesting as the
teams consisted of ten main players and two reserve players.

Stein played on the sixth board for all ten rounds withour being
replaced, and scored seven points for the team. Looking at the resules of
the tournament the Soviet team outscored the Yugoslavian and Hungar-
ian teams by a full seven points.

From Hamburg Stein headed for Moscow where the Ukrainian All-
Star team had been expecting him. They were to participate at the VIII
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USSR Trade Union Spartakiad. In the march with Moscow Stein faced
Mikhail Botvinnik (Game =28).

-

Stein and ox-world champion Mikhail Botvinnik (1870).

Playing White, the eminent ex-world champion seized all the stra-
tegic squares in accordance with the primary principles of the chess sci-
ences, But, when it turned to tactics, Stein was able to display his skills.
The members of the teams couldn’t believe their eyes; in an instant Stein's
hopeless middlegame turned into a winning endgame. Stein won, and
the Ukrainian team succeeded, in the long run, to win the silver medal,
yielding only to the chess players of the Russian Republic.

The Second Gold Medal

Reviewing Stein's tournament performances for those two years, it
is easy to notice that despite outstanding successes he still possessed a
few of his chronic sporting deficiencies. The most vulnerable of them
was his slow start in a rournament,

In the first round of the 33rd USSR Championship which began
December 1965 in Tallinn, Stein lost to Sakharov. It was not a sudden
defear; the Kiev master was wonderfully prepared for the popular open-
ing they played. Very few chessplayers could keep their balance against
such surprises, After five rounds, the Lvov chess player gained only 24
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points, Then his famous spurt began. He caughrt up to Polugaevsky, the
hero of the opening stage of the tournament. Having defeated him in
their individual encounter (Game =29}, Stein outpaced his rival. Keep-
ing that pace he also brilliantly won the last game.

Thus, a second gold medal for winning the USSR Championship

was his,
By then S
even the known deficiencies of the Lvov grandmaster began to appear to

ein's class was so high, his victories so convincing, that

his competitors as merits!

lovember of 1966, This time Stein was board four in the main
line-up. The leaders of the team were Spassky, Petrosian, and Tal

Fischer was board 1, Stein was board 4, Havana, 1986,

He couldn’t help noticing the difference in the organizations of the
two Olympiads in which he had taken part. The last olympiad provided
only the basic conditions for chess’ creative work; here everything was
arrange for maximum comfortability. Stein met with Fidel Castro, who
headed the Olympiad's Organizing committee and didn't miss the chance
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of attending the tournament despite his busy schedule. Stein also got ac-
quainted with the legendary Che Guevara, a chess aficionado.

It seemed thar all of Cuba lived with the Olympiad during thar time.
The opening ceremony in the sports palace attracred 14,000 people. The
games were held in a huge hall.

During one of the receptions, sponsored by Fidel Castro, Stein once
again met with Fischer.

“Do you remember our blitz games in Stockholm Bobby!," asked Stein.
“Wouldn't it be nice to play a few games now as well?"

“Why blitz!," Fischer replied. “We should play a real match. You are
tlu: Saoviet champion and | am the Amencnn Champion. Wouldn't it be

ing to compete!™ They i fiarely worked out the conditions;

1o play until 6 victories, duregn:dlng draws. Fischer took the president of
the Cuban Chess Federation Louis Barez by the hand and led him to the
Prime Minister.

“Couldn't you organize a march with Stein in Cuba?”

“I don't oppose the idea,” said Castro. “I guarantee all the condi-
tions. When do you want ro play!™

“Immediately following the Olympiad,” suggested Fischer.

“Immediately?,” Stein wondered. “The Olympiad ends on the 20th
of November, and the USSR Championship starts in a month. | can't
miss that tournament because it is a zonal, and if | don't play in i, 1 will
lose my opportunity to fight for the world championship ritle, Maybe, we
can compete next year!”

“Only now,” insisted Fischer

They didn't come to an agreement then. In a few days Stein learned,
with surprise, of an interview in which Fischer declared: *I have an im-
pression that Sovier grandmasters avoid playing matches with me.”

Stein made a statement to the Cuban press that he was ready to
play the match bur only at a time convenient for him.

The USA team, headed by Fischer, had been competing with the
Soviets for the leadership all along but in the end the Sovier players won
the gold by outscoring the Americans, who became silver medalists, by 5
points, Stein won 9 games out of 12,

At the festive closing ceremony of the Olympiad Castro himself awarded
the medals to the winners. Afterwards, on Revolution Square, there was
a gigantic simultaneous exhibirion, unheard of in the history of chess,
given by the Olympiad participants 1o 6840 Cuban chess players! This
resembled a fairy tale.
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Upon his return from Havana, Stein had to immediately return back
to earth and hurry to Dnepropetrovsk for the Fourth Ukrainian Spartakiad
where he headed the Lvov region team. He was first among the ream
leaders having gained 6 points out of T and outrunning Geller by half a
point.
Then off the plane and into the party. The 34th USSR Champion-
ship began in Thilisi in 1966. The rournament took an uncommon course
for Stein.

The Trials of Thilisi

In a year the next interzonal tournament would be held in Tunisia.
Besides Stein, there were 50 many eminent grandmasters competing for
the four trips to the interzonal, that even doubling the number of vacan-
cies wouldn't be sufficient. Among them were Stein's old rivals: Smyslov,
Geller, Bronstein, Holmov, Polugaevsky and Taimanov, as well as rela-
tive newcomers, for example, |. Gipslis, who was probably tired of always
hiding behind Tal's shadow in his native Latvia.

Stein's start promised to be sensational: two victories in a row and
then a draw with Smyslov. Out of the 6 times he competed in the na-
tional championship, he never managed to begin so successfully. Could it
be thar he was finally cured from his bad habit?

In the fourth round he lost to Geller. He cursed himself for this loss,
for reasons other than the fact that he again spoiled his start, and had
been constantly losing to Geller. Always being a courageous warrior, in
this game he had wavered even before it began, choosing an opening which
at the very best only promised him a draw!

He was disappointed, and in the following rounds Leonid began to
make draws: one, two, three, four. Once again, one of his old deficiencies
began to show: the inability to effectively prepare for a competition. It
was then that he painfully fele how difficult it was to play withour a per-
manent assistant. In Lvov he had a lot of sincere friends but none of them
would be appropriate for this role. It was for this reason that Geller ad-
vised him a long time ago to move to Kiev. After the rournament Leonid
would have to have a word with his wife.

Meanwhile, local master Yury Chikovani was lending him a hand.
A pleasant young man and a strong chess player, he sincerely rooted for
Stein and did his best ro support him.

Those were tough rimes for Leonid. He mentioned afterwards that
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he couldn't find himself playing by sheer strength. This happened in ear-
lier rimes as well, but then he would get accustomed 1o the wumament
schedule and begin his trademark spurt. This time something wasn't working.
He had only beaten Taimanov (Game #35) and Doroshkevich as he lost
to Polugaevsky. Instead of increasing the number of his successes, he drew
three games in a row.

Soon however, he felt his proper form feruming. The right plans and
beautiful combinations were bom by themselves, as if by magic. Five rounds
before the end he was behind &Iler ngms md Taimanov. Nm to him
were Gipslis, Smyslov and Polugaevsky who wer paring for their final
dash. But, Stein had already hcml the bell which lets soccer players know
there are only five minutes left until the end of the game.

A Third Gold Medal!

After a quick victory over Bronstein there was no stopping the grand-
master from Lvov. The rivals fell behind one after another, and once again
Stein got the gold!

“Only a very strong grandmaster can take first place in the USSR
championship. In order to win three championships our of the last four
one is obviously an outstanding chess player. It is not by chance that
besides Stein, only Botvinnik had succeeded in achieving this,” wrote
the chief international arbirer of the championship, L. Abramov in the
last bulletin.

Although he had achieved he never i | his future
chances. To become the USSR champion even thrice was not an end in
itself. No less important was the fact that he had no barriers to enter the
interzonal tournament. By then the notorious “rule of three” had been
abolished. There was no way to know if the third attempt would be charmed.

Besides, Stein agreed with the experts who noticed thar even the
three time USSR Champion might not ily be the gest chess
player in the country. What if not all of the leading chess players partici-
pated in the competition! That was just the point. You finish first three
times in these tournaments but, for example, world champion Perrosian
had never played in any of them, And what about Tal? Stein had never
surpassed him in tournaments either. In addition, Spassky, Keres, Geller
and Bronstein had achieved much more than he had at the intemational
arena during those same years.
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The Mother of all Tournaments

Finally, there appeared a wonderful opportunity to prove one’s strength
when competing with the best! A big international tournament of eigh-
teen grandmasters dedicated to the 50th anniversary of the October Revo-
lution began in May in Moscow. Bath foreign stars (including Portisch,
Gligorich, Filip) as well as the most eminent Soviet chess players: Petrosian,
Smyslov, Tal, Spassky, Keres, Geller, and Bronstein.

Before this “mother of all tournaments” Stein had a great perfor-
mance in a rather strong tournament in the Yugoslav city of Sarajevo,
where he tied for first with grandmaster Ivkov.

During the drawing everyone was eager to see who would get the
number one. There is something symbolic in it, and besides, an extra game
with the white picces wouldn't hurt. Now everyone, as if by some con-
spiracy, avoided the souvenir doll which contained that number. The last
names were called alphabetically. Stein was last on the list. Finally, only
two names remained, Filip and Stein. Two dolls stood in front of the grand-
master from Czechoslovakia. Filip took one of them, and opened it:

“Number ten.”

One of the arbiters said in jest:

“As if everyone conspired to leave number one for Stein!”

Leonid was pleased: the good omen raised his spirits,

He began with a quiet draw against Tal, then overcame 1. Bilek,
carefully and constantly leaving his opponent no chances for a better re-
sult. After that he drew two games, and in the fifth round there came a
setback. Stein wanted to win with the black pieces against E Gheorghiu,
and so he picked a nisky, complicated variation. The Romanian grand-
master brilliantly solved all the puzzles.

Well, it was not the first time that Stein approached the tourna-
ment equator with a modest showing. Rounds six and seven were draws.
Although Stein regarded such a start as his “specialty of the house,” he
was worried. “What if there weren't any other dishes?” In Thilisi he had
to wait for a long while.

Both Conquered and Convinced
Confidence came after the eighth round. I he had managed to eas-

ily crush the defense of the “almost impregnable” Portisch, it meant he
was in good shape! Leonid played with unusual restraint. After his defeat
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by Gheorghiu he did not risk again, and did not evade draws. There was
anly one exception, with Gligoric. Stein had always been lucky playing
against him regardless of the color of the pieces. The Yugoslav lost one
more game. When Stein was in charge of the white pieces, his attacks
were irmefutable. And what was more gratifying, his victones were justi-
fied. No mutual mistakes, nor tipping of the scales. What a game he won
in the twelith round from Keres!

In the fourteenth round, though, a small blot appeared. He man-
aged to outplay such a rough opponent as Geller, and was preparing a
decisive strike. He hurried at one point, and the victory escaped. Never
mind! A chessplayer is not a computer. The main thing was to forget
about it, and in the next round not to lose to Petrosian with the black
pieces. Then he might try to beat Uhlmann with whire.

That was exactly how it happened. He outplayed the East German
grandmaster inside of a half hour! He was leading, his rivals were a point
behind! This edge remained until the end.

It seldom happens that everything works in perfect harmony: im-
provement in skills, wonderful sporting form, and fate's favar. Nothing
stood in the way of proving his strength, that he was the country's cham-
pion not only in title.

What would the experts say now!

In the final issue of the bulletin, grand Alexand
Kotov wrote: “In this tournament Leonid Stein gave a lot of interesting
examples of combinative solutions in sharp chess bartles. 1, for one, was
delighted with the speed with which he had found an interesting combi-
nation by a Queen sacrifice in his game against Gligoric. His attacks in
the games with Uhlmann and Keres will be remembered. Stein received
a special prize for the most victories, and this always serves as evidence of
courage and bravery multiplied by high skill. Stein had already secured a
place among the strongest players of the world. His recent successes brought
him to the very pedestal of the chess throne. After the third gold medal
in his country’s championship, the victories in Sarajevo and Moscow, many
believe that it is the Lvov grandmaster who will compete against Tigran
Petrosian in two years.”

This was not an exaggeration. If by that time Stein’s game had only
won the hearts of many, now they were persuaded as well; he was demon-
strating both results and the style of a world championship candidate. In
summer of 1967, no doubts were expressed by any that in the next inter-
zonal tournament Stein would succeed in finally winning a place among

71
Capyrighted Material



m“-ml

the first six, and an entrance to the candidates’ comperitions.

In an atmosphere of a general expectation of new upheavals, some-
rimes one breathes not easier bur with more difficulty. The same thing
happens with a mountain climber who has reached an inaccessible peak,
and who sees new heights in front of him.

2 — —
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Chapter Seven
The Whims of Tournament Arithmetic
First Serious Warning

oon after the triumphant jubilee tournament in the summer of 1967,

Stein played again in Moscow, at the [V USSR Peoples' Spartakiad.
For the first time he was entrusted to head the Ukrainian All-Star team.
Geller was on the second board.

Stein felt uneasy in his new role as leader. It was both necessary 1o
maintain his own higher prestige and, the main thing, to lead the team.
He looked tired, and even sick, although his medical ion before
the Spartakiad did not reveal any alarming signs. One could clearly see
that he had not managed to rest after his big win, neither physically nor
psychologically.

At the Spartakiad he played as if he were lifting a record weight.
Still, he did his best and the ream followed his example. They became
contenders for the Championship title, especially after winning four games
in a row in the finalé, including matches against the teams of Moscow
and Leningrad. However, to achieve total victory they had 1o bear the
Russian Federation chessplayers by a score of 7—3,

After so many years, it seemed incredible that the Ukrainian Team
could be serious in setting themselves that unbelievable task. Your au-
thors were then bers of the team (grand, as a player, and mas-
ter as a coach), and we can testify how nervous everyone was on that day.
It was enough to win the last march with a minimum score to win the
silver medals, this would have been the highest achievement of the Republic's
ream at the All-Union championships in history. No one wanted to think
about it, everything seemed to be within the ream’s power. This mood,
all or nothing, was conveyed to our leader, who, despite all efforts, had
only made draws in the closing games. Srein gambled so much against
Spassky with the white pieces that it was as if he had to win in no more
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than twenty moves! As a resulr, as always happens in such cases, he lost.
He and the team had ro be satisfied with a repetition of an 8 years ago
success, bronze medals.

At a kibbutz, Israsl 1964,

This relative setback, though frustrating for Stein, did not mean a
lot. The Interzonal tournament was to become the highlight of the year,
and he hoped to approach it in his best sporting form. Still, he had o
heed the warning signal that rang during the Spartakiad.

An Airhead Period!

What kind of signal was it?

The thing was that he could not regulate his creative endeavors and
sporting preparation for the most important competitions, As we know,
Stein had never had a real coach. He did not feel, in himself, the fluctua-
tions of his form, at least enough to become used to them as other grand-
masters did. This wisdom came to him much later. Once Stein told us
how much he had been impressed with Vasily Smyslov's sincere revela-
tioms about his secrets of sporting longeviry.

“You see, | noticed a while ago,” the ex-world champion was saying,
“that in my tournament life 1 do not always experience a period of such
mental and spiritual upheaval. Then the decisions ar the chess board ar-
rive quickly and easily, sporring and creative achievements come ro me
as though by themselves, without any effort. Othertimes the following
happens: you do your best, yer nothing works. When | was young | tried
¢ force my way through the game on the board, bur it would
come out even worse. Only later did | realize thar there was a law of na-
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ture according to which man’s cond was bly ibya
definite thythm! | started controlling myself. Nowlplmnmpmmg calendar
so that my tournament performances coincide with upbeat periods. When
I feel the approach of a slump, that | call 'an aithead period,’ | try not to
play in tournaments. If | have to compete, | do not set myself extremely
ambirious goals. | am concerned mostly about not demeaning myself.”

“Well, | did not understand it at once either,” admitred Stein ar
thar time, “rthat a chessplayer was not a machine, capable of functioning

in the same mode all the time. Therefore it is important that sporting
form not let me down,”

Drama in Tunisia

In the Tunistan city of Sousse Stein's sporting shape was far from
the one he had displayed not so long before in Thilisi and Moscow. How-
ever, he diligently strove to play for a win in almost every game, except
for the two games at the beginning, which were rather quickly drawn. In
the third round Stein beat Gipslis without much trouble, having intro-
duced an opening novelty in an ancient, as chess itself, variation of Ruy
Lopez. In the sixth round he also outplayed R. Byme, but it was not so
easy as it first appeared, In the opening he seized the initiative. He gambled,
ificing a pawn. No one could have predicted the final result, but the
American grandmaster made a fatal blunder. This, however, did not spoil
Stein's depressinging frame of mind. Such leaps in his games were typical
of his style! Here he had an uncommon lucky start!

The thunder rattled in the seventh round. It had been a long rime
since Stein played as badly as he did against Fischer. After the opening
he virtually did not know what to do with his black pieces. His Knight,
as if blind, was |umpmg around on the squares of the queenside, whereas
Fischer was purp ffensive on the kingside. On the
29th move the .ﬁmcnum wnpcw:tedly sacrificed a Bishop and Black failed
to find a worthy response. Furlle resistance lasted another thirty moves.

In the next round believable h d. Stein achieved
a decisive advantage against Hort and adjourned the game in a winning
position. However, when he resumed the game and later engaged in some
home analysis, he let slip first the win, and then the draw, move by move.

In the ninth round he again played unsuccessfully, this time against
Larsen. Again he began experiencing difficulties in the opening. Having
displayed ity and raking ad» e of Larsen's reckless performance
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in a winning position, Stein, at the cost of a piece, complicated the situ-
ation so much that the game was adjourned with equal chances. How-
ever, he played badly after the resumption and could not save the half
point. His third successive defeat!

After such a knock down it was difficult to get up. But he did. In the
next round Stein easily overcame H. Mecking, and then on the following
day he was upser again. This time it was the seventeen-year old Tunisian
champion 8. Bouaziz, a boy, both in age and chess education, He had
been included into the asa ive of the
country, and was giving away points, as lhe\r say, “left and nghr. without
a fight. Thar evening Stein felt restless, and after the 18th move he got
into a dubious position and offered a draw. Bouaziz willingly accepted the
nff!r.

It looked as if the USSR champion lacked self-confidence. His tour-
nament situation seemed hopeless. More than half of the participants were
ahead of him, the desired group of six was as far away as the stars.

The spell of bad luck continued. Hardly had he outplayed the Ca-
nadian D. Suttles in the twelfth round when he lost to 8. Gligoric on the
following evening. The irony of fate! His record of scoring games against
Gligoric was 7—0 in his favor until then, (with a few draws)!

During the fifteenth round he learned that something fortuitous had
occurred. Fischer had been expelled from the tournament for violating
the rule, and all the results of the American grandmaster were cancelled.
The number of Stein's zeros was reduced by one, moreover, the number
one candidate for the first six places was gone.

By that time Stein had so few points that one could say that the
chess train had departed. Still, he made a desperate attempt 1o catch the
leaders. His famous spurts, when he was hopelessly lagging behind and
managed to pull it out and, by some miracle, pull even with the front-
runners, came to mind. Here he again overtook his colleagues, although
he slipped rwice along the wa}

After two wil the H d I. Bilek and L. Barczay,
Stein lost to his old friend L. Portisch as the result of a regrettable over-
sight. Then he won three games in a row, and had to beat L. Kavalek in
the last round to tie for fifth with Portisch. His steam had evaporated.
Stein tried to play for a win with the black pieces, but in a sharp position
he did not find a good continuation, and very soon was forced to be satis-
fied with a draw. He tied for places 6 through 8 with Hort and Reshevsky,
and then this trio had to compete for the last candidate vacancy.

6
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Again The Arithmetic...

The chances of the Soviet grandmaster were unanimously estimated
higher than those of the other participants, as he was ar the peak of his
powers, whereas the 56-year-old Reshevsky's prime years were far behind,
and Hort, on the contrary, ar 23, was considered too young. One circum-
gravated Stein's situation. If the first place were raken by more
than one player in the play-offs, the FIDE rules gave preference to the
ane who had the berter resulr according to the so-called Berger ichreaking
system. Reshevsky and Hort were ahead of Stein by this criterion. Stein
had only one chance: to win the individual first place in the additional
play off in Los-Angeles (USA)

Incidentally, in 1976, FIDE cancelled this formal criterion in the
world competitions, zonal and interzonal tournaments. Now in the event
of a tie an additional competition is conducred until there is a result or
the outcome is decided by lot. It is difficult to say which way is more
objective, but Stein ended up in the weaker position

Lo |

Stein and second Yuri Averbakh, Los Angeles 1968,
for the candida matches playolfs.

Much depended on the pairing before the play off that determined
the schedule of the games, With three participants in the evenr, the most
unfavorable number was the second, as the player with that number was
free in the last round and was forced to watch helplessly, as his fate might
be determined by his opponents. It should almost go without saying by
now that in the pairings Stein picked the number two.
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Tragedy in Los Angeles

Two trifles, the lowest rating and an unlucky pairing, played a cruel
joke on Stein.

Two rounds before the finish he was leading with 4 points out of 7.
Reshevsky had 3% out of 7, Hort 2% out of 6. How did this happen! The
American, relying on his rating, purposely played all his games for a draw,
and was rather successful in doing so. Only in the first round was he in
danger of losing to Srein, but he still managed to save the half point. The
Lvov grandmaster beat Hort once, and two games ended peacefully. They
were to meet in the next to last round for the fourth time.

The Czechoslovakian grandmaster needed a win, otherwise he would
bemafcuntennm Su-ln p!aynd White, and wauggrﬁaw: inthe upenms.

ly, and Hort ded in creating c

bhll the who]e urugg'le was ahead as Hort suddenly offered a draw. The
offer took Stein by surprise. What did it mean! Black did have a good
pasition, and if Hort won he would have chances for first place! A draw
would kick him out of the race. What if in this case Hort were in no
condition to resist Reshevsky in the last round and lase! No, Leonid thought
it would be better to find a sporting solution. But where was it in such a
pasition! It was easier to lose than win.

Stein declined the draw and lost. Then Reshevsky and Hort drew
their game. All three had 4 points each, but, by the tichreak system which
was used the American grandmaster got into the candidates’ matches,
although he had not won a single game out of eight. That was the mock-
ery of sporting fare.

Thus Stein's last interzonal artempt had ended. Every time a variety
of barriers fatally blocked his way to the candidates’ competitions. Other
grandmasters who had yielded to him by their aggregate scores in major
tournaments, and by creative achievements, would have easily overcome
these arithmetical obstacles. Why was this happening! While he looked
for the answer, the precious years went by.

7w
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Chapter Eight
New Pursuits, Discoveries, Losses...
Everything Anew

tein suffered his third failure much more acutely than the previous
ones. This time he felt that he was in contention for the world title
and had managed to dissuade all his skeptics by his successes.

But, the selection rules were implacable. There was nothing 1o do
but start over from the very beginning. His fourth attempt began in the
37th USSR Championship final that was due to be played in the autumn
of 1969 in Moscow. Four vacancies for the next stage were at stake.

First, one had to qualify for the final. Stein had not played in the
USSR semifinals for quite some time! He was forced to retreat to a line
that, seemingly, had been passed a long time ago. Meanwhile, Spassky
was playing his second World Championship march against Perrosian.

And so Kiev, the semifinals. It was not a challengi
for Stein, and he confidently won first place. Then, the final. He would
face fifteen grandmasters and eight masters, five of whom would soon re-
ceive the title of grandmaster: ‘I'u Bnlishmn I I.'mncv. 1. Plaronov, V.
Savon, and V. Tukmakov. A

Petrosian, who had just yielded ﬂ:td\mcruwll after “reigning” in the
chess kingdom for six years, was also taking parr. He did not have to compete
for an interzonal vacancy, but he intended 1o win the gold medal for the USSR
Championship. Even without him, Stein had more than enough competition
for the trip to Palma de Mallorca where the interzonal was scheduled to be
held: ex-world champions Tal and Smyslov, as well as old rivals Geller,
Polugaevsky, Taimanov, Gipslis, and the new “kids" on the hlock.

A Failure Again
His start of the tournament, once again, was not successful. In the
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first ten games, not a single victory; nine draws and a loss to Smyslov.

No one was about to cross him off the list of contenders. Everyone
was avidly watching to see whether the rraditional spurt would begin.
Then came two wins in a row over V. Kupreichik and E. Vasiukov. His
next rivals did not look intimidating ar first sight: masters Balashov,
Tukmakov, and grandmaster A. Zaitsev.

Yet nothing was achieved against them. The “kids” had learned to
play well; Stein had not played in his country’s championships for three
years. He drew with Balashov and Tukmakov. Againse Zaitsev he was walking
atightrope, as his position left much to be desired. He finally managed 1o
gain the advantage bur was unable to capitalize.

- iy n
Stein with daughter Alla, Lvov 1968,

The following four rounds brought him success only once as he beat
only 5. Furman (Game #47); the rest of the games ended as draws. In one
of those draws he nearly lost to Tal. Finally, with three rounds left, Stein
“exploded” with twa victories, over O, Averkin and S. Zhukhovirsky. A
draw with Polugaevsky in the last round left him in sixth place.

Petrosian won the championship. Polugaevsky, Geller, Smyslov, and
Taimanov got the tickets to the Balearic Islands. Stein had to comfort
himself with a well-known aphorism: “Chess refines man, for it is full of
disappointment

Turning Over a New Leaf
Now he had 1o wait another three years. There was enough time to

look around and to think.
He was not yer a veteran, he was only thirty-five years old. True, at
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the next interzonal he would be thirty-eight. For a chessplayer those are
prime creative years, when there are sufficient reserves for the further
growth of skill. Stein saw no sign of a slowing down of his progress and
class. On the contrary, he had mastered a greater variety of chess weap-
ans. He lost, as before, but seldom.

After the setback in Tunisia, he participated in a dozen different
competitions and played about 120 tournament games. He lost only five
of them: to Hort in Los Angeles, to M. Bobotsov in the match Ukraine-
Bulgaria, to K. Darga and H. Ree in Amsterdam, and even in his last
“unlucky” USSR Championship he succumbed only to Smyslov. He tri-
umphed in more than fifty games! He still was able to move heaven and
earth to achieve his goals,

Meanwhile, there occurred a number of important changes in his
life. He defended his thesis ar the Journalist Department of Lvov Univer-
sity and moved to Kiev. He contributed more to newspapers. The chess
club of “Avangard” offered him an interesting job, to run a school for
kids. After graduating from the institute, his wife started working as an
engineer. His daughter Alla began to attend music school.

Frustrations and Hopes

In the spring of 1970, as a member of the All-Union star team, he
left for Belgrade to play in the “Match of the Century” between the USSR
and the best of the “Rest of the World.” Vicrory came 1o the Sovier play-
ers by one point, 204—19%4. Leonid was the first reserve player, and his
chance of playing in the match happened only in the fourth and final
round. The leader of his team, Boris Spassky, who had scored one and a
half points in three games against Larsen, fell ill.

Stein was to play with Black and he wanted to win by any means so
he started aggressively. Larsen failed to figure out the problems introduced
by his opponent. Stein was brilliant in the opening. He destroyed Whire's
center, and already on the seventeenth move could have made an ob-
scure but a very strong move, that would have put the leader of the World's
Star team on the brink of disaster. But, the Ukrainian grandmaster was
enticed with another possibility that seemed more beneficial. As 2 mat-
ter of fact, it was a miscalculation that led to his defear. Stein complained
later that he “bumed out” from waiting for his tum ro play.

In a month the USSR All-Star team got wgether again in the Aus-
trian city of Kapfenberg to defend their title of European Champions,
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Stein played on the ninth board and scored four points out of six, The
second gold medal for the continental championship was placed in his
museum at home.

In August Stein headed the Avangard Society team at the team cham-
pionship of the country in Rostov-on-Don. The team performed well, and
won bronze medals. But what happened to its leader! He won only one
game out of seven, and lost three! This had not happened to him in four

Stein felt apprehensive that he was losing his form just on the eve
of the latest US‘;R Championship.

Unfe Iy, his worst ion proved to be right. In Leningrad
he fought toath and nail. He pr!valled in eight games, two of them (over
Tal (Game #55) and Polugaevsky(Game #54) were recognized as the best
in the championship, and were awarded special prizes.

Srill, he suffered five losses! The last time he lost that many games
was fifteen years ago, in lhr Ulsmman championship.

He Iy the same ion as he did four years
carlier in Tunuls, and later on ta Los Angeles. As Smyslov would say, “It
was an aithead period.” The following year he would be forced to start
from the semifinal.

As bad luck would have it, during the tournament there came an
announcement, that in the Canadian city of Vancouver the FIDE con-
gress decided to reform the selection procedure and to conduct not one
but two interzonal rournaments. [t meant that the number of participants
would increase, and the doors to these competitions would be wider. Stein
was especially interested in the following detail: FIDE appointed a spe-
cial commission that was to name eight grandmasters who would be in-
cluded into the interzonal withour selection. Stein’s record of achieve-
ments was so impressive that he had every reason to hope for the best.

Last Attainments
The Wisdom of Age

At the end of 1971, Stein was to take part in the Alekhine Memo-
rial. This tournament was, like the previous one, a jubilee similar to the
one he had won four years before, which was made up only of grandmas-
ters. All the strongest in the country: the current world champion Spassky,
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New Pursuits, Discoveries, Losses...
three ex-world champions Smyslov, Tal and Petrosian, the new USSR
champion V. Savon, and young talents Y. Balashov, A. Karpov, and V.
Tukmakov, arrived to compete. They were joined by well-known foreign
players R. Byme, F. Olafsson, V. Hort, W. Uhlmann and others.

Stein realized what a grear influence the results of such a prominent
tournament would have on the FIDE commission’s decision. He still was
not in his element so that he could just plunge into the stormy waters of
the tournament. What then could he hope for! The experience might
probe the general level of his skill and sporting luck.

In the very first round Stein boldly played against Bronstein and

was handily awarded a point for his courage. The following four rounds
resulted in draws. Then there were three relatively easy victories over
the Yugoslav B. Parma (Game #56), the Hungarian L. Lengyel, and the
Romanian F. Gheorghiu. After the ninth round Stein was in the lead

University of Lvov principal and Stein (1967).

Then again a slump, and draws with Byme and Balashov. Leonid felt
that he was, as he used to s for losing a game. It was especially obvi-
ous in the twelith round before which he was one point ahead of Bronstein,
Petrosian, and Smyslov. The game against Uhlmann was taking a bad rurm.
After 33 moves Stein could have surrendered with a clear conscience, as there
was no compensation for the lost Knight, There only remained a trap, one

that Uhlmann could have avoided with one move
Stein had not received such a gift in a long time! He could not be-
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lieve his eyes when Uhlmann unsuspectingly fell into this trap. A point
instead of a zero, and the distance berween him and the those behind
him doubled.

He still felt uncomfortable during the next round. It was apparent
that he miscalculared the tactical variations that Spassky had dragged
him into. Again the position was lost. The world champion could have
beautifully finished the bartle. All of a sudden he went astray. Draw!

After such trepidation Stein could not risk again. In the following
rounds he played with a grear deal of reliability, and his rivals appreci-
ated it. They would not dare to engage him in a tough fight, and would
not object to a draw with him. Somehow he had not paid attention to
the young Karpov who, in the meantime, had accelerated his pace in the
final rounds.

Before the last round Stein was still leading by half a peint over of
the twenty-year-old grandmaster.

The final round! Karpov quickly and beautifully outplayed Savon.
Meanwhile Stein was trying to overcome Tukmakov, bur he had to be
satisfied with a draw. Two vicrors.

The Chief Arbiter A. Kotov wrote in Shakhmary v S55R:

“We have somewhat become used to the fact that sometimes
after a modest start, Stein would go all out and would snatch
the victory just before the finish line. Here his tournament
tactic was completely changed. What was it: fatigue or a sober
evaluation of the possibilities!

“Most likely, it was the ‘wisdom of age,’ an original restructuring

and search for less dangerous paths. Still Stein remains a

chessplayer of the Ing!n.sl class. At |I|= Memorial we often

observed his di tered as well. More

than once he saw through the most difficult endgames until the

winning end, for instance, against Bronstein. He skillfully

conducted defense and attacking play, the game against

Gheorghiu may serve as an example.”

Yes, Stein became different, less romantic, much more practical. The
fact that he succeeded in successtully finishing the tournament when his
form was going downhill, produced a particular impression. It seemed he
had grown as a rournament fighter who had developed his natural talent
and enriched his experience.

B4
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Before the Last Attempt

s, Losses...

Early in 1972, the FIDE commission named Stein among eight indi-
vidually selected players included in Interzonal competitions for the world
title. That was recognition and a promotion. There was no necessity of
going through the selection process in the next USSR championship fi-
nal, His sporting fortune seemed o have begun returning the debes for
Stockholm, Amsterdam, and Tunisia. He got an opportunity to prepare
quietly for the interzonal tournament to be held in Brazil at the end of
July of 1973,

In the spring he had many pleasantries. One more daughter was born,
Marina. The March trip with Petrosian to the city of Las Palmas, in the
Canary Islands, resulted in a new international triumph. The Kiev grand-
master met with a few young participants of the interzonal competitions, in
particular, Z. Ribli (Game #39) and L. Liubojevic (Game #60). He quickly
and nicely outplayed both of them. There was a feeling that his form had
been improving before his new Interzonal attempt. The results of the three
USSR All-Star Teams Tournament which took place in Moscow at the end
of April, proved this impression. Stein played for the first team on the eighth
board, and in four games against grandmaster Gufeld and the young master
Sveshnikov (Game #61) he scored two victories and two draws.

Left to right: Alla, Lillya, Marina and grandchildren Valerie
and Lennard. Leonid's family at Marina’s wedding (1887).

Remembering his performances in the last year and a half, begin-
ning with the Alekhine Memorial, Stein noted with pleasure that in five
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international tournaments in a row he lost only one game out of 74. True,
he won only 28. The number of draws had grown. That was okay, his
level of stability had increased, and that was the main thing for a selec-
tion tournament.

Unfortunately, Stein had not yet found a permanent coach. This,
incidentally, was the same complaint he heard from the Kharkov grand-
master Viadimir Savon during the tournament of the three all-star reams.
They both decided to combine their effores. They agreed o help one an-
other and prepare for the Brazil Interzonal together. A new, highly inrer-
esting creative cooperation was about to be born

At the beginning of July, Stein was again invited to the USSR All-
Star team for participation in the European Championship in England.
After thar he was to fly directly to Brazil for the Interzonal tournament.

Before leaving for Moscow, from where the USSR team was to head
for England, Stein conducted a training session with the Ukrainian team
that had been getting ready for the All-Union Youth Sporting Games.

In the moming of the Fourth of July, 1973, the USSR players ar-
rived at the airpart. Stein was not among them. They waited for him in
vain: In the hotel, preparing for the trip, he felt a pain in his chest. The
doctors could not save him.

(Klev, Balkavuy).
w), Liliya, Lena (cousin),
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Chapter Nine
Four Interviews With Stein

Wc would like to finish this book with our hero's own avow-
als, in which he shared his thoughrs about his favorite game,
about his fellow chessplayers, and about himself. Here are some
fragments from Stein's ¢ ions with j lists from vari-
ous chess publicarions.

Kiev, 1962

This interview was published in the newspaper Molods Ukrainy
{Ukrainian Youth) following Stein’s return from his first interzonal
rournament.

“Are you sarisfied with your perf in Stockholm?™

"(_.umpl:tcl\r Only three years after becoming a master, and
a]readv. such a promotion. True, | have not won the trip w the

t, frankly speaking, it would be a shame
to complain about it. Do | now have any grounds to consider my-
self a world ritle candidare! | still have much to learn about chess.”

“Whom do you consider your coach?™

“Since my youth | have been fascinated with the games of
Alexander Alekhine, As much as | can, [ try to imirate the style
of that unparalleled virtuoso of artack.”

“What are your interests outside chess!”

“I am fond of reading good books. | often go to the theater. |
am also a sports fan and attend numerous comperitions.”

“What sports attract you most!”

“For myself, | prefer swimming. Most of all, | enjoy watching
sporting games, in particular, basketball.”
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Belgrade, 1970

In eight years Stein was already a world renowned grandmas-
ter. As a member of the USSR team, he participated in the *Match
of the Century” berween the USSR and the Rest of the World
reams in Belgrade.

After the match Yugoslavian reporters posed four questions
ta every participant. Here are Stein’s answers (from the book Match
of the Century).

“What is chess for you, whart excites you most in the game!”

“Chess is art. It has much in common with sports. 1 am at-
rracted to the struggle and to the psychological aspects of the game.”

“How do you see the sporting and creative results of the match ™

* *“The Match of the Century' is an unprecedented event in
chess history. Among the best games of the match | would single
out: Geller—Gligoric (first round), and Larsen—Spassky (second
round). | would not say that there have been many novelties. It is
difficult to find something new these days, in most cases it is just
something that has been forgoten.”

“Which game, out of all the games you have played, do you
consider the best!”

“In my chess practice | had quire a few interesting games. |
fondly recall the game against Keres (Game #41) in the Moscow
International tournament of 1967."

“What is your opinion of the current system of competion for
the world championship!

“The current system, in my view, is not good. The world cham-
pionships should take place every two years. The contender should
be selected at the candidares’ tournament.

Moscow, 1971

This interview with one of the winners of the Alekhine Me-
morial was published in the magazine 64 (1971, #52).

“Did you believe before the tournament that you would take
first place?”

“A secret dream of taking first has never left my mind. | was
afraid that | might tumble at some point, so | ser myself the more
modest goal of being among the first three. 1 had to achieve this

88
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Four Interviews With Stein

goal using all my resources. Everything went smoothly, beyond ex-
pectations, even without major troubles. It was easy to play, no strain,
no time pressure. Generally speaking, [ like to play in those tourna-
ments where the strengths of the participants are approximately equal.
In such tournaments | never fail. In mixed competitions |, for some
reason, always find somebody weaker than myself, and lose to him.
Then it becomes difficult to make up for such a loss.”

“But in this case others had to play the catch up game. You
had been overtaken only in the last round.”

“Thar was why | had a feeling of some discontent. | had had
enough energy to increase my speed, to step on the accelerator
al rounds before the end of the tournament. The moreso as |
d that | would certainly fulfill the minimum requirements
of my program. There was a one point difference and | should have
played more aggressively rather than marking my time.”

Al the Chess House in Lvov, Uk
dedicated to Stein. Th
to right

. A memarial room
d opening. Coming from Kiev, left
arina, Alla, and Liliya.

“However, many think that tournament luck had always been
your ally.
“I have no grudge against anyone or anything. But why doesn't
anyone pay attention to the times when 1 had no luck during my
competitions! Why didn't anyone make mention of my fatal bad
luck then? Only my family and fans noticed this. Surely one should

LE
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pay less attention to ‘good’ or ‘bad’ luck in chess life than is some-
times done. 1f | wanred o [ could name quite a few cases when
fortune betrayed me and rather often took my opponents’ side. A
man is not a car, he is not able to operate all the time in the same
capacity. That is why sporting form is so important. This time it
has not let me down, it is the form thar has helped me most.”

“You managed not to lose a single game, but looking from the
sideline it seemed you had been too conciliatory.”

“As a rule, | rarely avoid losing at least one game. It is be-
cause of my character. As style goes, | am more of a tactician than
a positional player. | like, as they say, to have fun over the board.
It is difficult to find an explanation of why there were so many
draws. Even rather short ones have occurred.”

“How do you explain the large number of ‘grandmaster draws"
ar this tournament”

“First of all, out of my habit to always qualify for something.
The habit of being selected, 1o play for a predetermined result, to
constantly save one's energy, becomes one's second nature., It is
difficult to ger rid of it even in such presumably creative competi-
tion as the Alekhine Memorial. Probably, the awareness of the
fact that the results of this would
their further sporting career, was holding sway over grandmasters.”

“Anyway there are chesspl who lly perform betrer
in such competitions, but when it comes to qualifying tournaments.”

“For ple, me! You are absolutely right. The phrase, ‘no
luck’ is surprisingly sticky. |, myself, almost began to explain my
failures in the world championship cycles by pure happenstance.
These particular periods in my chess life had been, for some rea-
son, the most frustrating. Twice | lost my place among the candi-
dates because of the rule limiting the number of representatives
from the same country. Even today | cannot remain calm remem-
bering 1967. At that time | won a major international tourna-
ment, dedicated to the fiftieth anniversary of Sovier power. That
was the year of my highest ascent, of my most ambitious dreams.
All of a sudden, in Sousse, at the Interzonal tournament, | played
poorly, and went through such a slump, nothing worked, and still
1 succeeded in obtaining the qualifying place. Then in the con-
test of three, yielding to no one, | was still forced to retrear be-
cause of the notorious table of rankings.”

%0
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“Maybe, this crisis is behind you!”

“1 would like to believe thar it is so. | will try my luck once
again in the next world championship cycle. Hopefully, ar the age
af 37, not everything has been lost 2"

Las-Palmas, 1973

In his last international tournament Stein tied for first. Ar
the end of it he gave an interview for the Spanish press (it was
also published in the ine Shakhmary, 1973, #17).

“What do you expect from the Interzonal in Brazil™

“l am going with the intention to win. | have always played
only for a win, | have never agreed to a draw without a fight. [Ed.:
Note: His comments on page 90 explain necessary “exceptions.”] |
was surprised that at this tournament some young masters offered
a draw already on the tenth move. One should fight,”

“Do you concentrate your efforts on every decisive moment
of the game or only on one highly important game ™

“Why on one! For me all the games are crucial. | always give
my all.”

“Does your play contain anything specific!”

“I believe | have my own style.”

“Could you name the most outstanding, the best player of
the world!"

“It is extremely difficult to answer this question, as such a
player has not yet appeared. Every epoch has its own genius.”

“Can you name other countries, besides the USSR, who do
much to further the development of chess!™

“In my opinion, there are quite a few such countries. | may
say chess is about to win over the whole world!”
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Leonid Stein

Risk

Korchnoi—Stein

The King's Indian Defense (E87)
33rd USSR Championship, Tallinn 1965

1. d4 N6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7
4. ¢4 d6 5. {3 0-0 6. Bel &5
7.d5 Nh5 8. Qd2 {5 9. 0-0-0
Nd7 10. Bd3 fxe4 11. Nxed
Nf4.

Analogous methods of a transi-
tion from the opening stage of the
game into a middlegame for Black,
were characteristic of Stein's style.
At any opportunity he strove to ini-
tiate active counterplay, even at the
cost of serious positional concessions,
to say nothing of material sacrifices.
He was not afraid of risk.

12. Be2 Nf6.

At a larer time Stem apparently
disapproved of his strategical gains
at this point of the game. Playing
Hort in the Match-Tournament of
Three {Los-Angeles, 1968), he pre-
ferred another plan: 12.... Nb6, and
after 13. b3 a5 14. g3 Nh5 15. g4
Ni4 16. Nel a4 17. N1c3 BT 18.
Khb2, he could have played (instead
of the 18... Nc87 19. h4! which hap-
pened in the game) Qd8-bB-a7, and

a4

maintained good chances.
13. Ne3.

13... b5!2.

One of the most illustrious moves
in Stein's experience. The first im-
pression: how could he possibly give
away a pawn for ‘nothing,’ withour
even preparing this sacrifice with the
common a7-a6, and obtaining no
compensation in the form of tacti-
cal or strategical possibilities!

If one thoroughly scrutinized his
idea, it would become clear that Black
had created problems not only for
himself, but also for his apponent.
It goes without saying, the sacrifice
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Korchnoi—Stein Annotated

was quite risky. Moreover, in this
game, Korchnot, wha in those years
was a virtuoso of defense when he
had a material edge, was especially
effective if someone gave him some-
thing for a vague initiative: he would
rebuff all the threats and assume such
a counterattack that his “burnt” ri-
val would “dread the fire” for a long
time.

It meant that this game acquired
not only a purely chessic interest,
but also a psychological one: which
diamond was cutting betrer!

14. Nxb51!.

In the event of 14. cxb5 a6, it
would have been easier for Black to
develop counterplay. However, 15.
g3 N4h5 16. b6 cxb6 17. Ned, de-
served attention.

14... Ba6 15. Na3.

The first consequence of “Stein's
Gambit” made us recall Tarrasch's
famous aphorism: “Der Springer am
Rade ist immer zu Schade"—(A
Knight on the rim is always grim.)
15... Rb8 16. g3 N4h5.

It was clear that one of the black
Knights was in bad shape. An in-
tensive skirmish was raging. Who
would become the berter marksman?
17. b3.

White had to take care of the
potential threat e5-e4, realizing an
“X-ray" strike at the b-pawn and the

across the entire board (al-h8). After
7-c6 the hl-a8 diagonal would open
as well. But White had not yet ex-
hausted his resources either.

18, Nb1.

White had to waste precious time
in order to return the “rim” Knight
closer to the center.

18... c6l.

Sacrificing yet another pawn.
19. dxe6 Bxe6 20, Qxd6 Qc8
21. Rel Rf7 22. Bd2 Bi8.

Another pawn is given away,
23. Qd3.

It would have been roo danger-
ous to show a greater “appetite:” 23,
Qxed Re7 24, Qcd Rxelt! 25, Bxel
B4 26. Qxb4 Rxb4 27. Bxb4 Ngd!
28, fxg4 Bxh1 29. gxh5 Qedt, win-
ning.

23... e4! 24, Qe3.

24. fxed would be followed by 24
.. Ng4!. White could then proceed
with 25. Nf3 Nf2 26. Qe2 Nxhl 27.
Rxhl, and obtain three pawns for
the Exchange, and a chance of con-
solidating his modest gain. Korchnoi,
however, did not want to share even
a small part of his booty, hoping to
et more. As it tumed our, his “greed-
iness" was pointless. The price of the
inaccurare "shot™ was high.

24... BTl

Having completed his business on

one diagonal, the Bishop returned

whole al-h8 diagonal. to his former position. Apparently,
17... Bb7. though seeing the possibility of this

Stein was in his el t. For just Kaorchnoi i |
a pawn, he enjoyed counterplay  its strengeh.
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25, Nh3.

It seemed as though Whire was
by-passing all the reefs due to the
pin on the e-file. But now the di-
agonals became of prime importance.
25... Ngdl.

Now after 26. Qa3 Rxf3, Black's
threats were piling up. For example,
27. Qxa7 3! 28, Bed RiTL, or 27.
g5 RE5 28. Qa7 RaB 29. Qb6 Rxal
30. Bxe4 Bb2t 31, Kel Bd4, with a
rout. If 30. Nxe4, then 30... Rxc2t.
26. fxg4.

The only way of putting up some
resistance was to part with the
26... Bxe3 27. Nxc3 Nf6 28.
g5 Nd7 29. Nxe4.

White had two light pieces and
three pavns for the Queen, As far as
arithmetic went, it looked like suffi-
cient compensation. But the material
factor so far had not played a decisive
role in this game. Black seill main-
tained a formidable initiative,

29... Qf8 30. Be3 Rf3 31. Bb2
Re8l.

If now 32. Nf6t Nxf6 33. gxf6,
then 33 ... Rxf6! 34. Bxft Bxhl erc.
32. Kbl Bxe4! 33. Bxed Rxed!
34. Rxe4 REIT 35. Rel Qf5%
36. Kal Rxh1 37. Rxh1 Qxh3.

The rest was obvious.

38. Bd4 Qg2 39. Rgl Qd2 40.
Bxa7 Ne5 41. Be5 Nd3 42,
Ba3 Nb4 43. Bxb4 Qd47 44.
Kbl Qxglt. 0-1.
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Games and Endings

his is one of the young Stein's first games against a master. In those

days the number of masters in the country did not exceed by much
the number of grands His opp in this game, expe-
rienced master Evgeny Zagoriansky is well-known in the chess world as
an excellent writer, the author of the popular Namative about Morphy,
selections of short stories Big Game and Somebody Else’s Sun. At the time
of the game Zagoriansky’s chess career already passed its peak, and candi-
date master (= expert) Lenny Stein was just approaching top-level chess.
He was then serving in the Moscow Military District, and quite regularly
participared in the capital’s rournaments, though, without particular suc-
cess, His chess handwriting was far from being copy-book (calligraphic).
But even then the characteristic traits of the future Stein would manifest
itself as in the game below,

#1
Zagoriansky—Stein
King's Indian Defense (E70)
Mencow Championship Semifinal, 1956

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 gb 3. Nc3 Bg? 4. 4 d6.

The King's-Indian was the “trad " of Ukrainian chesspl even
in the pre-war competitions, and then it was passed from genr.'lanun ta
generation as a relay baton. Stein also liked it for many years. It reflected
his character.

5. Bg5 0-0.

In the year after this game grandmaster Evgeny Vasiukov discovered
an excellent counterattacking opportunity for Black in this variation: 5...
hé! 6. Bhd 0-0 7. 14 ¢5 8. d5 b3! 9. cxb5 a6 10, bxa6 (otherwise, Black
wins back the pawn, for instance: 10. Nf3 axb5 11. Bxb5 Nxe4!) Qn5 11.
Qd2 Nxab with active play for the sacrificed pawn.

6. f4 ¢5 7. d5 Qa5 8. 0d2 Re8 9. Nf3.

- L
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9. Bd3 eb 10 Ngel exd5 11. exd5
followed by 0-0 and 5! would have
been more in the spirit of the posi-

tion.
9... e6 10. Be2 exd5 11. Bxf6
Bxf6 12. Nxd5.

This old fashioned way of play-
ing produces no benefits for Whire:
indeed, White has a strong central-
ized Knight, and Black's d6-pawn s
backward, but Black possesses the
two Bishops, and their pressure on
the center at least balances the

chances of opposing side.
12... Qd8.

It is certainly detrimental to take
on b2 with the Bishop after 12...
Qud2t 13. Nxd2 Bxbl because of
14. Rb1 and 15. NeT.

13. Bd3 Bg7 14. 0-0 Nd7 15.
Radl Nf6 16. Ne3.

A silent recognition of White's
opening fiasco. Now Black starts
searching for ways to gain the ini-
tiative.

16... Nh5 17. g3 Bh3 18. Rf2
Bg4.

The last move threarens 19.... Bd4
winning an Exchange.

19. Rel a6 20. Bfl Qd7 21.
Bg2 Rad 22. Qd3 Qc8 23.
Khi.

White fails to find an active plan
and has to do with the intention of
driving back the ¢-Bishop by means
of Ngl and h3. But, no matter how
temporary the white Knight's with-
drawal is, it provides Black with the
time for preparing aggressive opera-

[ R —

tions on both sides.
13... Nf6 24. Ngl Bd7! 25.
h3.

25. a4! leads to the loss of a pawn
after 25... Ng#! followed by 26...
Bxc3 and 27... Bxad.

25... b5! 26. b3.

Totally regrerful is 26, cxb3 axb3
27. Nxb3T in view of 27... Qa6 (28.
Bfl Nxe4 29. Rxed Rxed 30, Qxed!
Be6).

26... b4 27. Nd1.

A forced retreat, as after 27. Nd5
Nxd3 28. Qxd3 (or 28. cxd5 BbS!)
28... Bd4! 29. Rfel h6! White's
Queen gets under a crossfire,
27... Be6 28. Rie2 h5!

29. Nf3l.

A mactical oversight, though it was
difficult ro foresee Black's combina-
tior, One should reinforce e4-square
by 29. Nf2.

29... Nxe4!.

An insightful and exquisite plan,
based mostly not on deep caleula-
tions but on fantasy, audacity and
subtle evaluation! Black sacrifices not
two pieces for a Rook as it might
seem at first sight, but the whole
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piece, and it is done without any vis-
ible forced consequences, just with
the idea of activating the remain-
ing forces as much as possible.

30. Rxe4 Rxe4 31. Rxe4 d5!!.

That's the point of Stein's com-
bination which also may be called
a positional piece sacrifice.

32, Rel.

Bad is 32. exd5 Rxd5 and then
~Rxdll
32... dxc4 33. QF1.

The gallant pawn is still invin-
cible: 33, Qhoed ! Bxf3 34. Buf3 Qch 3t
with total destruction.
33..¢3.

Black’s combination is over. For
the sacrificed pieces he has more than
sufficient compensation. Sooner o
later, Black will create two well-ad-
vanced connected passed pawns,
34. Ne3 Bd4 35. Kh2 Bxe3.

It is a pity, of course, to part with
such a powerful Bishop, bur Stein
dectded that it would be easier to

Qe22! Qxe2 39. Rxe Bb5 40.
Rel c4.

While appraising the emerging
ending, it has been important to take
into account thar White's light pieces
do not have time to transfer from
the kingside 1o the queenside, to say
nothing about the King who is com-
pelled to sadly witness the decisive
events from the distance.

41. Rcl a5 42. Kgl cxb3 43,
axh3 a4 44. bxa4 Bxa4 45, Ne5
<2 46. Bf3 b3l

Cerrainly, Stein was not seduced
by immediately winning back the
piece: 46... Rd 1 47. Bxdl exd1=Q
48. Rxd1 Bxd1 49. Nd3 b3 50. Kf.
This would prolong the fight. Instead
of boring prose he finds a witty
“crushing” combination.

47. Nc4 Be6!.

One Black piece effortlessly deals
with two White's ones destroying the
barriers in frant of the passed pawn.
48. Be2 Bb5! 49. Nb2 Bxel
50. Kf2 Rd1l. 0-1.

#1
Usachy—Stein
Dutch Defense (AB6)
Ukrainian Championship
Kiev, 1957

Stein's opponent in this game
Mark Usachy, currently a well-known
i ional director,

realize his pawn ad ge in the
endgame, therefore, he forces the
exchange.

36. Rxe3 Qf5 37. Re5 Qe 38.

was one of the strongest Ukrainian
masters, and a member of the Repub-
lic's All-Sar veam. Preparing for this

99
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important sporting duel with one of
the leaders (at that moment Usachy
had 6 points out of 9), Stein avoided
his favarite King’s Indian as his op-
ponent could well have anticipated
it. Leonid favored a rare opening in
order to surprise an opponent who
was skillful in positional maneuver-
ing. The anticipation of the young
candidate to master was letel
justified.

However, it is probable that the
choice of opening had been made
under the influence of the two pre-
vious King's Indian games in which
Stein had suffered heavy losses.

1. d4 5 2. c4 N6 3. Ne3 g6.

Even in the Dutch Defense Stein
prefers the Leningrad variation which
is chose in spirit to the King’s Indian.
4. g3 Bg7 5. BgZ 0.0 6. BgS.

Whire applies a plan that is far
from being the most dangerous for
Black. lts main deficiency lies in the
fact that Black has no difficulty in
making the programmed advance
e7-¢5. As is known, the main con-
rinuation here is 6. Ni3 d6 7. 0-0
Neb 8. d5l.

6... ¢6 7. Qd2 d6 8. Rd1 Qe7
9. Nf3 Nd7 10. 0-0.

As White i lagging behind in the
development of his kingside, there
is no hope of a 10. d5 as it would
have been repelled by 10... Nb6 1.
b3 cxd5 12, exd5 (but not 12, Nxd5?
Nixds, and 13. cxd5 is wrong be-
cause of 13... Be3!) Ned4! 13, Nxed
fxed 14, Nd4 Nxd5 15, Bxed Nc3!,

100

and White suffers material losses.
10... 5.

As a result, the pawn structure is
favorable to Black, moreover, it is
even more advantageous than com-
mon King’s Indian systems with the
fiancherto of the f-Bishop, as the
move {7-f5 has been made. Having
prompely fele the danger, Usachy
initiates simplifications.

11. dxe5 dxe5 12, Bhé Bxh6é
13, Qxh6 e4 14. Nd4 Ne5 15.
Qel.

Inwiting Black to trade some more:
15... Nxc4 16. Nxed!, Stein does not
intend to destroy his strong pawn
wedge.

15... Bd7 16. b3 RaeB 17. Ne2
Nh5 18. Rd4 Be8 19. Rfdl
Ng4.

20. Rf11.

White has not yet been subjected
to such danger that he was in need
of the surprising “pendulum swing.”
It goes without saying, that 20. h3
would have been bad because of 20...
Nxfl. However, White had other,
more useful, moves at his disposal,
for instance: 20. ¢3, 20. Ned or even
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20. Qg5. True, after this one should
take into account possible sacrifices
on 4 or f2. But if White played ac-
tively, the sacrifices would have been
premature. Now the two aimlessly
lost tempi should rell on the whire
position!

20... f4!.

The end of this game is quite ex-
traordinary. Black serikes the square
14 four times (1!}, until White's King
shelter is shattered to pieces.

21. Nxed.

21... e5.

Black separates the white Rook
from the Knight. This should be done
in order to chase the Knight away
from e4, then to sacrifice his own
Knight ar g3 and to checkmate at
h2. While protecring himself from
this threat, Usachy, in his turn, de-
cides ro sacrifice the Exchange and
10 CAPIUTE ONE MOre pawn.

22. Rd5 Bf5 23. Rxe5 Qe7 24.
Rxf5 gxf5 25. Nc3 fxgd 26.
hxg3 41,

This pawn also follows the fiery
path of its predecessor. 27. gxf4 would
not have been played because of 27...

Qh4t.
27. Nd5 Qe5 28, gxf4 Rxf4!.
28... Nxf4 would not be as pre-
cise since 29. Nxf4 Rxf4 30, Ne3l.
29. Nde3 Re4! 30. Nxg4 Rxgé
31. Ne3 Rh4 32, Bd5t Kha!l.
Even being so close to the goal,
one should be extremely artentive
and accurate. In the event of 32...
Kf8 then 33, Rd1 and White some-
how holds his ground. The move
made by Stein deprives White of this
defensive possibility: 33, Rd1 Ni4!
(but not the immediate check 33...
Rg8t 34, Kfl Qxd5! 35. Qalt Rg?
36. Qug7t!, and White wins!) 34.
Qd2 Rght! 35. Kfl Nxd3 36, Qud5
Qxd5 with mate coming.
33. Qal.

The fourth and concluding *visit”™
to the f4-square, even the exchange
of Queens does not save White from
the deadly consequences of this
stroke.

34. Rel.

Or 34. Qwe5t Rxe5, and after the
subsequent Re5-g5t White receives
a linear checkmate or loses a piece.

- 101
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34... Nxd5.

Now 35. cxd5 will be dealt with
35... Rg8t 36. Ng2 Qxal 37. Ral
Rhed!. 0-1.

#3.
Stein—Flohr
Caro-Kann (BI7)
Ukrainian Champicnship
Kiev, 1957

The Moscow grandmasters Salo
Flohr and Amir! Llllenthnl phvvd
in the Ukraini

theary recommends that Black should
protect himself by means of 7... Nb6
or 7... NdS. In both cases Black has
a rather strong, but very restrained,
position in the spirit of the chosen
variation.

Teee Qed.

At that time you would not find
this move in any reference book on
openings. The experienced grand-
master wants to perplex the young
oppanent, maybe, to incite an un-
timely reaction. Still, this somewhat

kward advance of the Queen also

concours, Both of(hem had alm\&y
passed the heights of their brilliant
sporting careers, but still preserved
outstanding practical strength mul-
tiplied by their wealth of experience.
In particular, the 48-year old Flohr
tied for first with Geller at this tour-
nament.

For a 22-year-old debutante the
following game was a serious exam.
How characteristic it was for the
young Stein! Striving to gain the
initiative ar any cost, impatient
impulses, fearlessness, tactical inge-
nuity, yet... lack of self-conrrol at
the critical moments of the fight.

Although Stein lost this game, it

did credit to his creative work, as
the firse part of it was exceptionally
interesting and exciting, as both
players rose to the occasion.
1. ¢4 6 2. d4 d5 3. Ne3 dxed
4. Nxe4 Nd7 5. Be4 Ngf6 6.
Ng5 6 7. Qel.

The threar is 8 Nxf7!. Opening

w0z

has a positive effect while curbing
the development of Black's kingside,
it, at the same time, expedites cas-
tling long.

8. Bd2 b6 9. 0-0-0 Bb7 10.
Ngf3.

10... hé.

Probably one should show caution
by playing 10... 0-0-0, but even then,
after 11. Ned White will firmly hold
the initiative. Flohr draws the fire
unto himself.

Following the natural retreat 11.
Ne4, White would, as it is not dif-
ficult to evaluate, preserve a defi-
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nite positional advantage, Bur, this
was not enough for Srein, and al-
ready at this early stage of the game,
he finds an obscure offensive plan,
which involves a sudden prece sac-
rifice. lts positional justificarion lies
in Black's retarded development. We
wonder whether a computer would
have been able to prove with spe-
cific variations the correctness of this
combination.

11. Bb42!l,

The marks to this move have been
put somewhat subjectively. The
beauty and depth of Whites idea
deserves two exclamation marks, but
was there a real necessity for risk-
ing so much, if White had a simple
and solid continuation ar his disposal?
11... e5l.

The main variation of the com-
bination. The sideline occurred af-
ter 11... Qxb4 12, NxfT!! (without
any reservations) Kxf7 13, Qre6t
Kgb 14. Bd3t Kh3 15. Qh3=. Now
White has two pieces under artack,
and the battle is just unfolding.
12, dxe5 bxe5 13, Bxe5!.

No questions asked again. Now

the repeated sacrifice is the stron-
gest continuation, and Black has to
accept it

13... Nxe5 14. Ne5.

It's been thought that the accep-
tance of this second sacrifice was par-
ticularly dangerous. This was because
of 14... hxg5 15. Bb5T NEdT 16. Nxd7
Nxd7 17. Rxd7 Qxd7 18. Bxd7t
Kxd7 and Black gets three pieces for
the Queen. Bur, as long as the Black
forces work independently, White
can create various threats such as: 19,
Rdlt Bdé (bad is 19... Ke8? 20
Qcdt, 19... Ke7 20. Qb5 Bd5 21.
Rxd5! exd5 22. QbT1, or 19... KeT
20. Qe5t Kbé 21. Rd7 Ref 22, Qedt!
Kb 23. Rxf7 with a powerful artack)
20. Qed Bd5 21. Qug? Rhi8 (21...
Bf4t 22. Kbl Ke7 23. g Rhgh 24.
Q4! followed by ¢4) 22. Qug5 with
a White initiative.

[Ed. Note: Eduard isists [ men-
tiem “Junior5’s” find of 16... 0-0-011.
After 17. Qct Rhd 18, Qc3 ab Black
has the advantage. |

White might walk a tightrope with
16, Bxd7t (instead of 16, Nxd7).
After 16... Nxd7 17. Rxd7 Qb4 18,
a3 Qb6 19. Rxf7 Bd5 the outcome
is unclear.

14... Nid7!.

Flohr finds the strongest defen-
sive plan.

15, Ngxf7 Nxe5 16. Nxe5!.

Surely, this is better than taking
the Rook. Now White has two pawns
for a piece and he threatens a check
not only at b3, but also at h3. Still,
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the resources for defense are far from
being exhausted.
16... Qg5+,

The saving check came right on
rime.

17. 14!,

At the expense of the pawn, Whire
distracts the black Queen from the
h5-square, wins a tempo, and addi-
tionally opens up the f-file for the
Rook.

17... Qxf4+ 18. Kbl Bed!l.

The worthy reply of the grand-
master who used to repel the attacks
of Alekhine himself, This is the only
chance for Black to stand his ground.
19. Qh5+.

[Ed.: Our proofer Mark Donlan
sugpests 19, BbST. After 19.., Ke7,
then 20, Nd7! and Black has problems
on many fronts.]

19... gb.

The following suggests itself 20.
Noxgb Bxgt 21. Qugbt QfF (21... Ke7
11. Rhil!) 22. Bb5t! KeT 23. Qg3
with the irresistible threars of 24.
Qc7t and 24. Rhil!. Black loses af-
ter 20... Bxc2t 21. Kxel Quedt 22,
Kbl Qedt 23. Kal Qf5 24. Qxf5 exf5

04 e—

15. Nxh8.

However, Flohr prepared a fan-
tastic defense: 20... Qu3!%. He s not
afraid of losing a Rook to a double
check after 21. Bb3t KI7 22. Nxh&f
Kg8, and although Black ar the
moment is without an Exchange and
two pawns, he inevitably wins the
Knight that has been stranded in the
corner. Then, having secured his
King, he gets counterartacking
chances thanks to the two Bishops.

True, White, instead of 22, Nxh8}

could continue the assault withour
two pieces by means of 22. NeS$ Ki6
23. Rhfl1 with these bemusing varia-
tions:
13... Kxe5 24. Qh3! Bd5 25. Qc3t
Kd6 26. Qxh8 Qg7 27. Qg7 Bxg?
18. c4 b 29, RfT Be 30. exd$ axbh5
31. dxe6t Kxe6 32. Rh7 in White's
favor;

23... Bf5 24. Q71 Kxe5 25.
Rdelt! Kd6 (25... Ned! 26. Rxedt!)
26. Rdit Ke5 27. Rdelt with a per-
petual check.

Stein prefers yet another continu-
ation of the offensive.

20. Bb5t Ke7 21. Nxgbt Bxgb
22. Qxc5t.

It seemed that after 22. Qugé
White will win because of the strang
threat 23. Rhfl. Bur Black would
have found a rescue with the same
maneuver 22... Qg5!. After the ex-
change of the Queens the extra piece
ensures an edge in the endgame.
22... Kf7 23. Qc6 Qed!.

What a “lucky” guy Stein i in this
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game—his every move stumbles into
Black's only reply!

24, Qd7F Kg8 25. Bd3 Qg4
26. h3 Qg5 27. Qxe6t Bf7 28.
Qe6 RbS 29. Qc7 Rb6.

It looked as though Stein had
squeezed out the maximum with his
bold performance. He has three
pawns for the piece, plus the black
King still needs a shelter, although
hve is hidden from a direct onslaught.
White's aggressive opportunities have
not been used up, however, Black's
counterchances should not be ne-
glected either.

For example, 30. Qxa7 allows
Black to switch over to his own
threats. 30... Qf6 31. 3 BeS! 32
Qa5 Qcb, cutting off the whire
Queen from the kingside and plan-
ning Kg&-g7 and Rh8-a8. Another
way is 31... Qf2 which wins a piece
because of the mate threar at b2,

Stronger is 30. Rhil! Now 30...
Q5! is bad because of 31. Rxf7! Quf7
32. Be4 Reb 33, Qc8, and White

wins,
30... Qg7 is followed by 31. b3
with threats 32, Rxf7 and 32. Bed,

and if 31... Ba3, then 32. QcB%. In
the event of 30... Bxa2t!, White does
not respond 31, Kxa2? Qa5t 32. Kbl
Rxb2t! leading to the loss of the
Queen, but 31, Kal!, with the threat
32. Bedtl. If after 31. Kal! Black
plays 31... Qa5, then Black loses to
32. Bh7%! Rxh7 33. RxfBt Kxif8 34.

Rdge.

Finally, 30... Ri6 31. Raf6 Qufé
32. Qa7 Kg7 33. Rfl Qe6 34. b3
forces Black to undertake a beauti-
ful variation: 34... Qe7 35. Qd4t Kg8
36. Rxf7! Kxf7 37. Bedt (bur not
37.Qxh8 Qelt 38. Kb2 BgTt!) Kgb
38, Bd3t with perpetual check from
the squares d3, c4 and b3!.

A draw, perhaps, would have been
a natural and fair reward for the two
worthy fighters. But Stein craved
victory!

30, Be4?

Immediately allowing Black to do
something he has not even dreamed
of for a long time, to mobilize the
h-Rook
30... R'l?' 31. Rhil Rf6 32.
Rxf6 Qxf6.

Black has consolidared his posi-
tion and preserved his pawn on a7.
[t was time for White to wake up
and start thinking of a stubborn re-
sistance by way of 33. QB! The grear
Siegbert Tarrasch once noted thar
the malediction of a bad move con-
sisted in the fact that it entailed
another mistake.

33. Rf11? Qxf11l.

Winning the Queen after 34. Bxfl
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Bxalt!. 0-1.

#4.
Stein—Osnos
Sicilian Defense (B65)
27th USSR Champiorship, Semifinal,
Tallinm, 1959

1. ed ¢5 2. NE3 d6 3. d4 cxd4
4. Nxd4 Ni6 5. Ne3 Neb 6.
Bg5 ¢6 7. Qd2 Be7 8. 0-0-0
Nxd4 9. Qxd4 0-0.

Variations with castling in oppo-
site directions always held an hon-
orary place in Stein’s opening rep-
ertoire.

10. f4.

Another continuation is 10. e5.
10... Qa5 11. Be4.

One of the most aggressive plans.
11, 5 dxe5 12. Qe has often been
used as well. Here one should be
aware of a simple trap: 12... Qb6?
13. Na4! Qc6 (13... Qf2 14. Rd2! a
checkmate to the Queen) 14. Bb3
Qxg? 15. Rhgl, and White wins a
piece. True, Black does not have to
take the bait, he may quietly pass
into an endgame by means of 12...
Qxed oreven 12... bé. In those years
Stein would not willingly trade

Queens,
11... Rd8 12. Rhfl.

As Black has taken measures
agatnst e4-e3, White takes aim ar
f4-15, especially as Black has weak-
ened the f7-square locared berween
the white f-Bishop and the black
King.
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12... Bdl.

In the game Swetin—Pomar (Ha-
vana, 1969), Black responded very
sharply to White’s intentions: 12....
bt 13. Bh4 €5 14. Qd3 exf4 15. Rxf4!
Beb (suicidal would be 15... g3! 16.
e5! with the threar 17. Qg6t) 16.
Bxe6 fxet, and Black's position is
quite dubious.

13. 5!,

13... b51.

A premature thrust allowing
White to carry out a tactical strike
without wasting time by retreating
the Bishap. Honestly speaking, it is
already difficult to give Black any
good advice. For instance, if 13...
RacB 14. Bb3 exf5 15. exf5 Bxf3, then
16. Nd5! will win a piece. Only, per-
haps, 13... €5 with 14... Be6, cre-
ating pressure on the e4-pawn, de-
served consideration in connection
with b7-b3-b4.

14. fxe6!.

Exchanging Bishops! No, Stein
sacrifices a piece. He has his eye on
the f7-square!

14... bxc4 15. RE5 Qb4 16.
Bxi6!.
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Signing the “sacrificial pledge.”
The recapture of the piece by means
of 16, exd7 Rab8! would be welcomed
by Black.

16... Bxf6 17. exf7tl.

This is where the White attack
has been aimed. All of a sudden,
Black's King gets into trouble, soon
remaining without any guards.
17... Kf8.

Any other reply would face the
same combination by White.

18. Rxf6! Bg4 19. Rxd6! Rdbs.

The endgame down two pawns was
dismal for Black. In the middlegame
he simply receives a checkmate.
20. Rf1 Qxb2t 21. Kd2 Qb7
22. Qe5 Qe7 23. Nd5 Qg5t
24. Ri4l. 1-0.

# 5.
Stein—Sakharov
Perroff's Defense (C43)
Ukrainian Championship Match
Kiew, 1960

such an appeasing system of defense
was positively not to his raste. As
luck would have it, he had prepared
a novelty for Black, and was bumn-
ing with desire to implemenst:it.

3. d4 exd4 4. ¢5 Ned 5. Qxd4
d5 6. exd6 Nxd6 7. Ne3 Bf5.

The surprise consisted in this
move. Normally the Knight auro-
matically develops with a tempo: 7...
Neb, but then after 8. Qf4 B White
has a dangerous jab ar his disposal:
9. Bb5! (threatening apart from other
considerations, 10. Nd4 or 10. Ne3),
which at the time scared the day-
lights out of Petroff advocates.

8. Bg5!l.

Having encountered a noveley,
Stein, without going to deep into the
subtleties of the position, makes an
outwardly seraightforward, ageressive
move associated with the c2-pawn
sacrifice. Sakharov seemed to have
been caught off guard by such a um
of events. Probably, while preparing
for the game | he had examined less

some

In the 1960 Uk Champi-
onship Stein tied for first with master
Yury Sakharov, a participant in the
tournament as far back as 1940. This
game was the second in the march
(the first one ended in a draw), and
it put Stein in the lead. Upon win-
ning the match 4—2, Stein became
the champion of the Ukraine for the
first time.

1. e4 5 2. N3 Nf6.

Sakharov was the definitive master
of an expressed aggressive style, and

plans while findi
gains for Black.

Already after this game the open-
ing “skirmish” of the c-Bishops drew
the attention of distinguished players,
Atthe 230 USSR cm,muhq; the

1) ician G Boricenk

used the same variation as Black
against D). Bronstein. e remained a
secret whether he had discovered a
refinement for Black, because the ex-
perienced grandmaster was first to
swerve off the road by playing 8.
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Qe5t. Afrer 8... Qe 9. Nd5 Quedt
10. Nxe5 6 11. Nf3 Kd7 12. Bf4
White achieved a noticeable advan-
tage in the endgame. Thus, the move
7... Bf5 went out of fashion.

8... {6 9. Bf4

Though losing a tempo, White,
in return, brought about a substan-
tial weakening in the enemy camp,
which later on played a decisive role
in his win.

9... Ne6.

After a long think Sakharov did
not accept the pawn sacrifice. Why?
Here is the main variation which was
calculared by Stein 12 moves ahead:
9... Bxe2 10. Rel Bgb 11. Bb5t! cb
12. 040! Nxb3 13. Nxb5 cxb5 14.
Rfel BeT 15. RxeTf KxeT 16. ReTt
NdT (or 16...KeB 17. Qe3t KiB 18,
Q6! with checkmate) 17. Bd6t Ke8
18. Qe3t Ne5 (after 18... Kf7 19.
Qb3t Black receives a checkmate in
two) 19. Nxe5 Qud6 20. NfTt!, and
White wins.

Still Black had a chance for a suc-
cessful defense which apparently es-
caped the attention of both players.
16. ReTt might have had to face 16...
Qe7! 17, BxcT Neb and Black re-
mains with two Rooks for the Queen
and it is unclear whether White's of-
fensive would be vicrorious.

10. Qa4!.

One more subtlety: after 10. Qd2,
Black could have castled long. Now
he is forced to seek refuge on the
weakened flank just under the oppo-
nent’s attack.

10... Be7 11.0-0-0 0-0 12. Nd5
Kh8 13. h4!.

With the threat h4-h5 and Nf3-
h4-gb!. On putring up resistance,
Black destroys one white Knight, but
another fast horse hastens to replace
it while taking a different route.
13... Bd7.

Chasing away the white Queen
from the fourth rank in order to
secure the g4-square.

14. Qb3 Bg4 15. h5 Bxf3 16.
gxf3 Ne5 17. Be3l.

The two-move Knight jump ro gb
threatens again! With regret Black
decides to give away an Exchange.
17... RF7 18. Nf4 Qe8 19. Bd4
RdB.

20. Bh3!

20. Ngbt is still premarure. Now
20... Kg8, and if 21. Bxe5 fxed then
it is not good to play 22. Nxe5! be-
cause of 22... Bg5t!. As soon as the
white Bishop gets to e, Black will
have to suffer losses,

20... Qb5 21. Be6 Qxb3 22,

axb3 Kg8 23. Nd5!.

The shortest winning way. White
drives his opponent’s pieces into an
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23... Kf8 24. Nxc7 Ne6 25.
Be5 £5 26. Nd5L 1-0.

It is easy to make sure that Black
will not only suffer the loss of the
Exchange—heavier material losses
are looming. After 26... Rf6 27. Nxfée
gxf6 28. Rhgl Nf7 29, Rxdft Nexds
30. BxeTt KxeT 31. Bxf5 Whire will
have two pawns in addition 1o the
Exchange.

This Ukrainian championship,
wan by Stein, played a most impor-
tant role in his sporting destiny and
not only because he won the hon-
orary title of the republic’s cham-
pion. This tournament became the
starting point from where he, with-
out any interruptions, passed through
the semifinal and final of the USSR
championship to the interzonal tour-
nament that brought him the title
of international grandmaster and
world recognition.

#6.

Krogius—Stein
King's Indian Defense (E92)
All-Star Teams Match
Ulkraine—Russia
Kiew, 1960

This was the first game in Stein’s
career which became widely known,
and it was covered by hess

master Nikolai Krogius {future grand-
master) did Stein succeed in creat-
ing a really brilliant work of chess
art. Thus, the given game turned out
to be an original starting ground for
an impressive creative launch o
world class heights.

1. d4 Ni6 2. c4 g6 3. Ne3 Bg?
4. ¢4 0-0 5. Be2 d6 6. Nf3 5
7. ds5.

In those years the weapon against
the King’s Indian “Black Magic™ was
designed by T. Petrosian, and many
chessplayers with a strategical bent
armed themselves with it. Prior to
castling, White intends ro restruc-
ture his forces by means of Bel-g5
and Nf3-d2 in order to render harm-
less B|Ila:k's planned advance 7-£5.
Teee W6

Back then the methods to fight
against Perrosian's plan had not suf-
ficiently evolved, and Stein reacted

hat inap way, in or-

publications. Although he was al-
tudy 15 (quite a respectful age for

achessplayer by modern standards!

der not to be dragged into theoreti-
cal discussions in which he felt his

only in this game with the a:mng

was stronger, Subsequently,
ﬁlr defensive ml:ﬂwd whereby Black
109
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lets the Bishop go to g5 and later  dxc6 Be6.

< mast popular.

8. 0-0.

In the game Nei—Taimanou {315t
USSR Championship, 1963) White
played a more principled continua-
tion: 8, h3 Nh7 9. g4 and after 9...
15 10. gxf5 gxf5 11. exf5 Bxf5 12
Be3 Nat 13. Qd2 Qf6 14. 0-0-0 Nb4
15. Rdgl Kh& 16, Nh2 Ne2 17. Ng4
Bxg4 18. Qucl Bf5 19. Bd3 gained
control over the e4-square.

The duel Donner—Kavalek (XX
Otympiad, Skopje, 1972) had an ex-
citing development. 8. Nd2 a5 9. Nfl
Nab 10. g4 Nh7 11. h4 £5 12. gxf5
gxf5 13. exf5 Bxf5 14, Ngd Qd7 15.
Be3 Nb4 16. Rel e4 17 Rgl and the
wenkening h7-h6 became a negative
factor.

8... Nh7 9. Nel Nd7 10. Nd3
5 11. 3.

Now the outline of the battle is
clear: Whire acts on the queenside,
Black, on the kingside. Other con-
tinuations are also possible: 11. f4
or 11. exf5 gxf5 12. 4 Which one
is better! It is a matter of taste!
11... f4 12. b4 Ri7.

“Black contemplates the follow-
ing regrouping,” Stein wrote in his
notes to this game in Shakhmatny
Ezgehodnik, 1960 (Chess Review,
1960): *...BfS, ... Rg, gb-g5, Knight
on h7 intensifies the attack by go-
ing to g5. That is why White forces
his operations on the queenside.”
13. ¢5 Ndf6 14. c6 bxe6 15.

1o

irhs -‘-5:‘“: hi-hf andafgd .., The sibiarion on the board has

changed a bit—the d3-square became
the bone of contention.
16. b5.

1s not Whire too straightforward
in his desire to occupy this square!
Black still cannot quickly prepare
d6-d5, therefore it seems that it would
have been more expedient for White
o maneuver Qd1-¢] and Be2-d1-b3.

Sending his Knight from d3 to d5,
Whire weakens the c5-square. For
the time being the consequences of
this weakening are not yet apparent.
16... Bf8 17. Nb4.

17... d51.

“Beginning an extremely compli-
cated combination that cannot be
precisely evaluated” (L. Polugaevsky,
Shakhmaty v SS5R, 1960).

A typical freeing combination;
those who play the King's Indian
understand the role of the c-Bishop.
To open up a diagonal for it, one does
not spare such a trifle as a pawn! This
is & general consideration that ex-
plains Stein’s plan. He also had a
concrete idea associated with a more
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lavish sacrifice.
18. Nbxd5 Be51 19. Kh1 Nh5
Qel.

20.

20... Ng3tl.

The compensation for the second
sacrifice is not so evident. The black
Queen does not checkmate along the
h-file. However, it bursts into the
very midst of events, and behind its
back, as infantry behind a tank, fol-
low other attacking reserves. What
about White's extra piece!? Its role
i still quire modest.

21. hxg3 Qg5 22. g4 h5 23.
g3,

Orherwise, after h3xg4, a deadly
h-file check will be threatened.
23... hxg4 24. Kg2 Raf8 25.
Bd2:.

A well:kn h

White with a chance of successfully
protecting the position, and, maybe,
saving the game.

25... Qh6! 26. Rh1 Qg7.

Now the “tank” retreats and makes
an ambush, and the infantry rushes
forward. For the time being the threat
is 27... fxg3, for now there is no pin
along the diagonal c1-hé.

27. gxf4 exf4 28. Rd1 g5! 29.
5.

To face the ...gxf3t and g5-g4
incursion. In search of a defense Kro-
Lius resorts to ingenious tactical
counter measures, Unfortunately for
him, Black may boldly meet his in-
tentions half-way.

29... Qxe5 30. fxgd.

White is nor afraid of the varia-
tion beginning with 30... 31 becawse

when the situation sharply intensi-
fies, the defender loses the thread
of the position. If White had felt here
that to continue the attack he needed
to encompass the gb-pawn blocked
by its own Queen, then by means
of 25. Rh1! he would not have al-
lowed the decisive perestroika of
Black’s army. This could provide

with 31. Bxf3 Qwel 32. Rhxel Rxf3
33, Rxe6 Ri2T 34, Kh1 R83 35, Bed!
he refutes all the threats. Stein fore-
saw another way to reach the goal.
30... Qxe2t!l.

The third and decisive sacrifice
which is bath effecrive and unex-
pected. After its acceptance by means
of 31, Nxel Bxd5t, the white King's

11
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home bursts into deadly flames. If
32. Kh3, then 31... Nf6 with the
threat 33... Rhi1!. In the event of
32, Kf1, then 32... Bxh1 would im-
mediately decide the outcome be-
cause of the idea of (4-f3-12.

White refused 52 accept this sac-

rifice, but this only postponed the
defeat.
31. Que2 31 32, Qxf3 Rxf3
33. Rhil Bxg4 34. Ne4 Bh3t
35. Kh2 Rxfl 36. Rxfl Bxfl
37. Nxe5 Rf2T 38. Kgl Rxd2
39, Nxc7 Bh3 40. a4 Rg2t 41.
Khl Nf6 42, a5 Ng4 43. Ned
Rel. 0-1.

In any tournament where a bril-

liancy prize was to be awarded this
game would have won it hands down,

Bpi @ LD

He not only liked them, he played
them with Swiss timepiece precision.
5... 0.0 6. Nbd2 ¢5 7. ¢4 cb.

In the well-known game Botvin-
nik—Donner (Leiden, 1970), Black
put up a major fight over the e5-
square: 7... Ne6 8. ¢3 b6 9. Rel dxed
10. dxed Ngg 11, Bf1 (11, €5!7) Nge3
12. Qcl BbT 13, Nxe5 NxeS 14. f4
Nd7 15. Bg2 Qe7 16, Nfl Rad8 17.
Bel ¢4 with equal chances.

8. Rel Nc6 9. c3 bb.

A moment of principle. Black
allows the dangerous advance e4-e3,
hoping to get counterattacking op-
portunities. 9... dxed 10. dxed Ngd
is associated with a less obligating
plan, that follows the partern of the
Botwinnik—Donner game in dealing
with the ¢5 square.

10. €5 Nd7 11. d4 f6.
No other than Aron Nlm.nwch

- ded the und

King’s Indian Autack (A08)
28th USSR Championship Semifinals
Odessa, 1960

The eminent chess theoretician,
mentor, and strong master, many time
finalist of the USSR championships,
Alexey Sokolsky was one of the first
coaches of young Stein. A student
overcomes his teacher, it has hap-
pened before, it will happen again.
1. Nf3 d5 2. g3 Nf6 3. Bg2
g6 4. 0-0 Bg7 5. d3.

All his life Stein had an affection
towards King's Indian systems, play-

ing them both as White and Black.

1z

pawn chains not from the top hul
from the bottom. In this case his
advice appears to be quite appropri-
ate, After 11... exd4 12, cxd4 Bab,
in response to White's routine ac-
tivity on the kingside (h2-h4, Nd2-
f1-h2-g4, Bel-g5 and so on), Black
has to undertake energetic measures
on the other side of the board. Al-
though in that event White will also
have the better chances as those de-
velopments won't be unraveling quite
so fast. By opening the e-file in this
game, Black allows his opponent to
seize the initiative easily and quickly.
12. exf6 Qxf6 13. Nb3l.
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This move came like a bolr from
the blue for master Sokolsky. He
expected 13. Qe2, a popular continu-
ation at that time, and he intended
to teply 13... Bb7! In the event of
14. Quebt Qued 15. Rxeb cxdd,
Black would be more than okay. If
White doesn't take on eb, then 14...
Rae8 will follow and then e6-e3.

After 13. Nb3! should Black play
13... c4, then White has a power-
ful intermediate move, 14. Bg5l.
Then, 14... QIT 15. Nbd2 5 16. dxe5
Ndxe5 17. Nxe5 Nxe5 18, f4! Bgd
(or 18... Ne6 19. Nxcq!) 19. Qa4
BdT 20. Qa3 Ncb 21. Qdé with
White having a decisive advantage.
14... Qf5 15. NbdZ Bb7 16. Nfl! is
also in Whire's favor.

If in similar positions Black can-
not carry out eb-e5, he is doomed
to exert all his efforts in protecting
his multiple weaknesses.

13... Ba6 14. Be3 Be4.

14... ¢4 would have been more
persistent. Now White increases his
advantage by opening up files.

15. dxc5 Bxb3 16. axb3 Nxc5
17. Ng5l.

Creating a number of tactical
threats including the main one in-
volving a Queen sacrifice. Immedi-
ate perils come from 18. Bxe5 and
18. b4.

17... Rfe8.

Refuting the threat of 18, Bxc5
Ty way of 18...Qxg3! But the White
offensive will unfold even further.
18. b4 Nb7.

19, Bxd5!.

Offering Black the choice of a
Bishop or a Queen. The first “dish”
is hardly palatable: 19... exd5 20.
Qud5t Kh8 21. Ni7t Kg8 22. Nho}
Kh8 23. Bg5! leading to a fiasco for
Black.

19... Rad8 20. Bxe6! Rxd1l 21.
Rexdl Rb8 22. Rxa7.

Also good was 22, Nxeb, If 22...
Kh8, then 23. Rxa7 Qxeb 24, Rxb7
Rxb7 5. RSt B8 26. Bd4t Kg8
27, Bxb7 followed by Bd5!. Now
having a Rook, a Bishop, two pawns
and active play, White is due to win.
22... Nd8 23. Bg2 h6 24. Ne4
Qf5 25. Rdd7 Be5 26. Bxho
Neé.

27. Rg7tl.

13
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By making this Exchange sacri-
fice, White completely undresses the
enemy King, as a result, the two light
pieces hecome stronger than the
black Queen.

27... Bxg7 28. Rxg7t Kh8 29.
Re7!

Threatening not only 30. Rxc6,
bur also 30. Bg7 followed by 31.
N6t
30... Qe5 30. Bf4 Qf5.

One can't allow the white Knight
on f6.

31. Rxc6 RdS 32. h4 b5 33.
Re7.

White enjoys both positional and
material advantages. Black's resis-
tance is of a perfuncrory nature.
33... e5 34. Bg5 Rd7 35. g4.

Simpler was the immediate 35.

Red!
35... Qxp4 36. Re5 Qel 37.
Rxe5 Qxb2 38. Bf6t Kg8 39.
Ng5 Qclt 40. Bf1 RI7 41.
Nxf7 Kxf7 42. Bg5 Qxc3 43.
Rxb5 Qal 44. Rb6 Qd4 45.
Ri6t. 1-0.

#8.
Stein—Petrosian
French Defense (C18)
28tk USSR Championship
Moscomw, 1961

In the long run, bath participants
of this game became heroes of the
rournament. Tigran Petrosian won
the gold medal. In his turn, Stein,
a debutante of the final, celebrared
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his first atrempt with a bronze medal
and a erip to the Interzonal rourna-
ment. In this game he inflicted the
winner of the championship his only
defeat. The invincible Petrosian had
rarely lost in the manner that brought
him down in this game.

1. ¢4 ¢6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Bb4
4. €5 Ne7 5. a3 Bxc3t bxe3
€5 7. Qg4 Nf5.

Those who like something “hot,”
ordinarily sacrifice the pawns g7 and
h7, by means of 7... exd4 8. Qugl
Rg8 9. Qxh7 QcT with an extremely
sharp game, True to his style, Petro-
sian prefers a less risky and less ac-
tive continuation.

8. Bd3 h5 9. Qf4 Ne6.

A curious moment. Why did Pe-
rrosian refuse to play 9... Qhd, the
move that was considered the stron-
gest ar the time! One should rake
into consideration thar, before this
game, Petrosian was in the lead group
with 3.5 points. Stein had nothing
special to report, having only two
out of four paints plus one adjourned
game which was in a lost position.
Certainly, Petrosian was striving to
prevail in this game. After9... Qh4
10, Nf3 Qxf4 11, Bxf4, he only had
tosuffer an inferior endgame, whereas
leaving the queens on the board
provided him with compensation for
White's serious initiative. The grand-
master secretly hoped that the young
and inexperienced newcomer, noto-
rious for his impatience, might get
carried away with some mirage, and
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long think, Geller found a well cal-
culated strategical line of counrer-
play in which the Bishop will play
an important role. In the interim,
Black should liberate the ¢8-square
for his Rook. So, it turned out that
the Bishop did belong on bi.

15. Qd2 Na5 16. Be2 Nac4
17. Qel Nd7.

Geller sticks o his plan. He was
not tempted by the tactical possi-
biliey 17.... exd4 18, cxd4 ¢5 because
of 19. b3 Na$ 20. dxc5! dxe5 21.
3!, The position which would open
up is obviously playing into Whire's
hands as his pieces are better placed.
18. b3 Ncb6 19. Qd2 exd4.

This relinquishing of the center
was unanimously criticized by the
commentators of the game. Again,
while making concessions in the
center, the exchange constitutes a
part of Black's plan, and puts forth
complex tasks for White, Thus, Black
has not yet made a crucial mistake.
20. exd4 ¢5 21. Radl Re8 22.
Bb1 exd4 23, Nxd4.

23... Res!it.
Black’s strategy was not rrivial. In

a roundabout way he doubles his
Raoks on the e-file, moves the Queen
to a8, and creates a fourfold attack
on the e4-pawn (with the help of
the Knighe transferred to 3, it may
become fivefold!). The dé-pawn may
be well protected by the Knight from
the cB-square. We see how deeply
Black’s plan has been thought out,
how its every detail has been taken
into account. Still it's a risky multi-
stage operation, the Queen moves
away from the kingside, and the
Knight will be passive on c8.

Now Geller could have turned
halfway from the dangerous road, by
simplifying the game with 23... d51.
Bur, he was trying 1o get this posi-
tion and not trying to trade off pieces.
Again, as in the previous game we
notice the desire of 4 more famous
player to rake chances against the
young newcomer.

24. Re3 QaB 25. Nf3! NeB 26.
Nh2.

White is heading to the area aban-
doned by the black forces. 26... d5!
is now poor in view of 27. b4! and
28, exd5.
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26... Bh8 27. Ng4 Ne5 28.
Nxe5 Rexes.

Black has completed the desired
perestroika, but failed to get the
coveted counterplay.

29. Re3

29... R5e7.

Is there anything else o do? 30.
Re7 was pending. 29... d5 is bad due
to 30. {41, 1f 29... Rc5, seeking ex-
changes, then White may undertake
an onslaught with sacrifices: 30. Rxc
dxe5 31, Nf5L. For example: 31...
Bxed 32, QdA! Be6 (32... Qcb 33,
Ne7!! [33. Rd7Qe6!] NxeT 34. Bxed
QcB 35, Qxcl RxcB 36. BbT and
White has the advantage—EG &
RL) 33. Qxe8t! Bxed 34. Rd8 {6 (or
34... Qb 35, RxcB! Qd7 36. Nd6!)
35. Rxe8t! K7 36, Nd6t!. Stein
showed these beautiful variations
right after the game.

30. Reel Be5l.

It is only now that Black makes
the fatal error of underestimating the
power of White’s offensive. As Simag-
in pointed out, he should have played
30... d5, even at the expense of the
pawn. After 31, exd5 Ndé!, Black’s

18

picces would have become more ac-
tive, giving some hope for a better
ending.

31. f4 Bf6 32. 5.,

Finally, Stein is attacking the King,
his favorite target! He does not care
about the weakening of the e5-square.
Black has many more vulnerable

spots.
32... Be5 33. Bi4 Qa7 34. Kh2
Qb6 35. Bxe5 Rxe5.

Wouldn't it be better to include
the Queen in the defense by means
of 35... dxe5 ! The answer is no.
Stein prepared an effective blow to
finish the game with 36. Nh5!.
36. Qh6 KhS.

Or 36... Qd8 37. Rfl Qe7 38. ReT!
winning the Bishop or a checkmate.
37. Rf1 d5

with great delay...

38, exd5 Qe3 39. Qh4!.

39. Rf4!, with the threar of fxg6,
would also have been sufficient.
39... Bxd5 40. fxgb fxg6 41.
Bxgh R5¢7 42. Bxe8. 1-0.
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# 10.
Stein—Spassky
Ruy Lopez (C64)

28eh USSR Championship
Moscow, 1961

This game was of vital importance
for Stein. The final round was to
determine the fate of the last vacancy
to the Interzonal tournament. The
winner of this game would win the
trip. In case of a draw the contend-
ers would have had a play-off march.
The stake of every move being in-
credibly high, sporting considerations
often prevail over reason.

1. e4 €5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5
Bes.

S, Boris Spassky was the first to
throw down the gauntler, inviting
his opponent to stake his all. Of
course, he knows this risky old varia-
tion and successfully played it many
times, however the last circumstance
served Stein's purpose, as the ele-
ment of surprise was missing. That
is why White also gave up the idea
of caution and chose the main line
hoping to gain an advantage. Here,
too, the risk was grear, for Spassky
could have prepared a booby trap in
this variation. Let it be, the gaunt-
let was taken up!
4.¢3 Ni6 5. d4 exd4 6. e5 Ned
7. 0-0 d5.

Narurally, 7... dxe3 will be dealr
with by 8. Qd5L
8. exd6 0-0 9. dxc7 Qf6.

Here comes Spassky's homewaork!

Stein was ready for the normal rou-
tine of 9... QueT 10. cxd4 Bd6 (or
10... Rd8 11. Q2! Nxd4 12. Nxd4
Rxdd 13. Be3 Rb4 14. Bd3 to Whire’s
clear advantage) 1 1. Nc3 Bi5 12. Rel
as happened in the game (Kupper—
Paoli, Amsterdam, 1954), In his opin-
ion, Black did not have sufficient
compensation for the pawn. Spassky
anticipated the sacrifice of two
pawns! After the game Stein was told
that Black’s mave was not a novelty,
it had been used in correspondence
games. He had to solve the difficult
problem az the board. Having extra
pawns is okay, but what to do with
all thase black pieces rushing into
the battle? To try to keep the mate-
rial advantage at any cost or to look
for exchanges and security? Stein's
choice was that of principle.

10. Bxc6 bxc6 11. exd4 Bd6.

Euwe recommended 11... Bbé
preserving the d6-square for the
Queen. But then after 12, Rel BiS
13. N RieS 14 Nxed Bxed 15. Bys
d6 (in the event of 15... Bxf3, the
situation which arises is similar to
the one which occurred in the game)
16. Bd8 BxcT 17. Bxc7 Que?, Black
hardly had the counterplay 10 com-
pensate for the missing pawn.

12. Rell.

In the game Schmid—Nielsen
(Dryckhoff Memorial, 1954/56), White
played a more solid line: 12. Nc3 BS
13. Be3 Bxc7 14. Rel, bur after 14...
Naxed 15, Rxed Bed! Black transferned
the Bishap o the d3-stronghold, and
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got a very promising position. Maybe,

Spassky had pinned his hopes on this  do

turn of events!

However, Stein devised a brilliant
plan, by means of elegant tactical
attacks, which questioned Black's
fragile structure,

12... Bf5 13, Ne3.

Stein fele that he should not al-
low Black to transfer the Bishop to
e4 “for free.” Hence, he fights for
this square giving his adversary no
rest.

13... Rfe8 14. Nxe4 Bxed.

On the surface it looks as if Black
has achieved his goals: now he will
take the c7-pawn, then he will pro-
ceed with Rad8 and will ger defi-
nite counterplay.

15. Bg5!.

It appears White can sacrifice a
piece, due to the fact that the spared
c7-pawn will cost Black more.
15... Bxf3.

15... Qgb 16. BdB! Has no value
for Black.

16. Rxe8t Rxe8 17, Qxf3!.

IF17... Qg5 18, Qrxe6, Black loses
instantly, therefore he has to trans-
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fer to the endgame and be a pawn

W,
17... Qxf3 18. gxf3 Bxe7.

The situation has sertled, White

has a big edge. Is it enough for a win?
The battered pawn structure on the
kingside creates definite technical
problems for White. Besides, Spassky
puts up a SITONE resistance.
19. Rel Bb6 20. Rxc6 Bxd4
21. Be3 Bxb2 22, Bxa7 Relt
23, Kg2 Ki8 24. Re7 Ke8 25.
Bed Rdl 26. a4 Bd4l.

It turns out the way of queening
the passed pawn is not rosey. Black
has put all his pieces to work with
maximum efficiency.

27. Bg5L.

The exchange of Bishops would
increase Black's chances for a draw.
27... h6 28, Bel Bb6 29. Re2
Rd5 30. Rb2 Be7 31. Be3 Kd7
32. Rb5!.

Stein decides to switch to the
Bishop ending. Spassky does not
object to the idea though he pre-
fers to fight against a Rook pawn
instead of a Knight pawn.

32... Rd3! 33. Rb4 h5.

If either the black King or Rook
leaves the d-file, then 34. Rg4 g5
35. h4 might follow, creating holes
on the kingside.

34. Rd4t Rxd4 35. Bxd4 g6.

Many commentators expressed an
opinion that Black had missed his
chance for a draw here by skipping
35... g5, However, no concrete varia-
tions were presented, What would
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analysis show! White pushes his
passed pawn to the limit making the
black King lose control of d5. From
there the white King penetrates the
Black position and reaches the
f7-pawn approximately in the same
manner as happened in the game.
36. Be3 Keb 37. h3 Kd5 38.
Kf1 Ke4 39. Bd2 BdS 40. Ke2
5.

1 Black does not touch this pawn,
‘White pulls the black King away from
e4 by moving the a-pawn, and then
puts his own King there forcing the
3-f4-15 breakthrough.

41. f4l.

The last move before the adjourn-
ment. Spassky put his answer 41...
g4 into the envelope, and before the
resumption of the game he informed
the tournament directors that he had
resigned.

This decision caused surprise and
eriticism. A number of chess publi-
cations submitted variations prov-
ing that White could have won only
after a long and rechnical difficult
work. Moreover, almost five years
later, when Spassky won the Candi-
dare’s Match against Tal, grandmaster
Bronstein, in the newspaper “[zves-
tia," remembered Spassky's previous
failures including rthis fatal game:
“Considering the hopeless position,
Boris did not take the trouble of
studying the intricacies of the posi-
tion and acknowledged his defear
without resuming the game. Mean-
while the position was far from lost.”

The general conclusion was that
Spassky resigned not only prema-
turely but also in vain.

Spassky’s coach lgor Zakharovich
Bondarevsky clarified this issue. In
his book Spassky Storms Olympus
(Kaluga, 1966) he overtumned all the
previous analyses of this endgame,
showing that White was winning
without any difficulties, and he con-
cluded “Thus, Spassky's position was
absolutely hopeless and he could only
haope for a miracle playing this end-
game.” Apparently, even the lead-
ing grandmasters were aware that it
would have been naive to rely on
miracles while playing against Stein.
Therefore, Spassky may only be re-
proached for the fact thar he didn't
give Stein an opportunity to dem-
onstrate the results of his home analy-
sis. By doing that he involuntarily
created doubts as to the legitimacy
of the result of the final game.

This is the game's final position.
How was this win to be achieved
(after 41... g4)?

White plays 42. hxgd hxgd 43. 25!,
Now if 43... Kb5 44. Kd3 Bh4 45.
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Bel, the white King goes to e4, or
(in case of f7-£3), to d4 to the black

pawns.

43... Kd5 would be more persis-
tent. Some commentators believed
that during his analysis Spassky
missed this opportunity of creating
afortress (the latter could have been
built, e.g., 44. Kd3! £5! 45. a6 Kb
46. Bed BaS!! and White can't pen-
etrate the position. 47. Ke# will be
followed by 47... Bel 48. a7 Kb7 49.
Kd5 g3!, and White is forced to give
up his pawns for the Bishop).

As a marter of fact, Spassky con-
cluded that Whire could simply play
44. a6 Kcb 45. 15!, and then move
the King to the g4-pawn (45... Kb6
is no good because of 46. Ba5t). To
save his pawn Black will have to
realize its exchange by means of g4-
g3. Then the white King will go for
the f7-pawn via d3 (having earlier
placed his Bishop on €3, and the
pawn on a7 making the black King
stuck at b7). If during this time the
black Bishop finds itself on f8, it
would be premature to play Be3-c5,
Afrer the black Bishop moves away,
and Kd5-d6 is played, ... B8t is pos-
sible, kicking the white King back.

The anly technical peculiarity of
this ending consists in White mak-
ing a waiting move while his King
is on d3 and the black Bishop is on
{8 in order to put his Bishop on ¢5
after Bf8-e7, and then penetrating
with the King to d6. Black will not
have a pushing back check, and he
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loses.
The ending of this game has aca-
demic value, and its opening has been
blished i theoretical ref

imob a long time.

#1L
Stein—Zinn
King's Indian Anack (AD8)
VI World Team Seudents’ Champlonship
Hehiinki, 1961

1. Nf3 d5 2. g3 ¢5 3. Bg2 Ne6
4. 0-0 5 5. d3 Be7 6. Nbhd2
N6 7. e4 Bgd.

Lothar Zinn, then the current East
German Champion, may not have
chosen the best plan of defense. A
similar development of the Bishop
has meaning only when the center
is closed, and Black has to take mea-
sures against the typical advance i2-
f4. In this case, Black basically loses
@ tempo, although for the time be-
ing, it does not matter much.

8. h3 Be6 9. Qe dxe4 10. dxed
0-0 11. 3 Nd7 12. Nc4 b52.

This impulsive reaction to White’s
mave proves once again that Black
knew little of the peculiarities of this
system. When White advances the
b-pawn in the King’s Indian Defense
he usually has time to consolidare
his position on the oceupied terri-
tory. For that very reason, in analo-
gous sitvations, Black makes the
preventive move a7-a5 to stop bl-
b4 before he playing Nd7-¢5. With
a change of color the difference con-
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sists of one tiny detail. A King’s In-
dian player (Stein in this case) has
awhale tempo in store, In some in-
stances it means a lot. What was good
for White is not so favorable for Black
due to the one tempo deficit. Wasting
time on the queenside pawn move-
ment, Black loses the battle over the
d5-srrongpoint. Correct was 12..,
Qc7, switching to staunch resistance.
Then 13. Ng5 is not dangerous for
Black as it allows him to exchange
the bad Bishop and consolidate the
pawn chain: 13... Bxg5 14. Bxg5 Nb6
15. Ne3 f6 16. Nd5 Q7! and recov-
ering the d5-square.
13. Ne3 c4.

Black has no time to play Nbé,
as the b5-pawn is under attack.
14. Rd1.

14... Qe7.

14... Qb8 15. Nd5 Bd8 was rec-
ommended in the press to, at least,
avoid opening files in the center.
Then after 16. Be! Black would sim-
ply nor have any b g space.

ful passed pawn in the center, the
fight swirtched from strategical o
tactical where Black had some hopes
of muddying the water. It was in this
situation that Stein felt quite at
home!

17. Nd4!.

This move marked the beginning
of a well-calculated operation thar
resulted in material gains for White.
17... exd4.

Now Black loses a pawn by force.
But, 17... Rab8 wouldn't save it
because of 8. Nf5! BI6 (or 18... Bd6
19, Bh6!) 19. Qgd Kh8 (The threats
were 20, Nxg7 or 20, Bh6) 20. d6
(Qd8 21. Be3 a6y 22. Ba7 RcB 23, NeT!
winning the Exchange,

18. Qxe7 Rae8 19, Bf4!.

No matter where the Queen re-
treats, 20. Qb4 wins a pawn. 19...
Rxe? 20. BxcT followed by 21. Rxd4
is also bad. Black tries his last chance.
19... Qxf4.

According to the logic of similar
T

15. Nd5 Bxd5 16. exd5 NnS.
Although White had a positional
advantage after obraining a power-

Queens could have finished with 20.
Qxf8t, after which White transfers
into the endgame ahead by the Ex-

— 123
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nge.

This is what Black was counting
on: after 20... Kxf8 21. gxf4 d3, his
protected passed pawn would give
him counterplay. For example: 22.
a4 Nb3 23, Ra3 Ndc5! 24. axbs d2
25, Bf3 Nd3 and so on.

However, under the circum-
stances, Stein had different ideas.
20, Qxd7! Qf6 21. Rxd4 Re2
22. Rf4 Qbe6.

White's powerful passed pawn de-

termines the fate of the bartle. Stein
easily realizes his advantage.
23. b4! Nb7 24. a4 Nd6 25.
axb5 Nxb5 26. Qc6 Rel 27.
Qxb6 axb6 28. Rxc4 Rxcd 29.
Re6 £5 30, Bf1 Rxc6 31. dxc6
Nd6 32. Rd1 Nc8 33, Bedt
Kh8 34. ¢7 g6 35. Rd8 Kg7
36. Be6. 1-0.

This game (Stein—Zinn) was
awarded the best game prize of the
tournament.

#12.
Stein—Tal
Sicilian Defense (B94)
USSR Team Championship
Moscow, 1961

The creative style of the “early”
Stein was so romantic that in the
tournament corridors he was called,
in jest or seriously, a new Tal! Hence
there was a great interest in the duel
of the team leaders of “Avangard”
and “Daugava.” If we did not reveal
whao played what color then one
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could really think that the “old” Tal
was handling the white pieces!

1. e4 ¢5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4
4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. Bg5
Nbd7 7. Be4 Qa5 8. Qd2 e6
9. 0-0-0 b5 10. Bb3 Bb7 11.
Rhel Ne5.

It would take a whole volume to
fully annotate five or six of the pre-
ceding moves. There appeared one
of the numerous Sicilian patterns
where Black received free play of his
pieces and pawns at the expense of
several weaknesses, the main one be-
ing the King itself. But in the highly
concrete, “move-by-move” confron-
tation, all general considerations
seemed to remain in the
and players have to deal with a laby-
rinth of variations. It is so easy to
ger lost in them.

At the moment Tal rejected the
less aggressive but more solid con-

tinuations 11... BeT or 11... Re8.
He preferred the threat b5-b4 and
rargeting e4.

As far as we know the move 11...
Ne5 was first introduced in the game
Iukov-Petrosian (Bled, 1961) which
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had been played three and a half
months earlier than this game, ex-
amined in previous theoretical stud-
ies. B. Ivkov made an artempt to re-
fute the novelty instantly by sacri-
ficing two pieces: 12. 5 dxe5 13.
Bxe6!? (13, Rxed Nxb3t 14, Nxb3
QT nor 14, exb3 0-0-0 bear no fruit)
fxed 14. Nxe6! Bur after 14... Ned7
15. Bxfts Nxcf, ro everyone's surprise,
this game ended peacefully although
there was much left to be played.
Later on P. K | that Black

Afterwards in the chess media, one
could read abour the assertion thar
14... K, protecting the g7-square,
would have been better. On the
kingside, Stein showed that the black
King's life would not have been all
rases either. From the previous com-
ment it follows that Tal was prepared
for what had raken place on the board
so far. Indeed, on its surface, castling
long looked beneficial for Black.

What was White to do? Quiet con-
inuations held no promise, as Black

could have refuted Ivkov's combi-
nation by advancing 14... b4!. At
any rate, Tal, who played in Bled as
well, also had nothing against Stein
sacrificing a couple of pieces. The
Lvov master chose another plan.
12, Bxf6 gxf6 13, Qf4 Be7 14.
Qu4ls

“I've learned abour this move,”
Stein confessed to his adversary af-
ter the game, “from one of your ar-
ticles!”

Tal did not have to be embarrassed
for his recommendation, it proved
highly effective in Stein's hands.
14... 0-0-0.

himself was getting ready for some
dynamic play. Strong measures were
demanded. Could Whire undertake
any of them?

15. Bds!.

15. Nd5 was weaker because of
15... Rhe8!. Qut of the two black
Bishops the light-squared one is much
more important in this position. [t
is ane of the guards of his majesty.
Stein was especially conscious of
these details. Besides a straregical ap-
praisal, this move required a deep
ractical caleulation because in turn
Black was finally able to threaten
the al-pawn.
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15... b4 16. Bxb7t Kxb7 17.
Nds!.

A typical piece sacrifice which in
this situarion has an additional nu-
ance, in case of the intermediare
artacking move 17.... Rhg8, Stein had
devised 2 most telling blow, 18.
Meb!!, with a crushing win,

17... exd5.

Was there any other choice!

17... Bf8 18. Qh5! exd5 19. QufTt
Rd7 20. Qxd5T with an irresistible
attack;

17... h5 18, Qg7 exd5 19. exd5
Rhe8 20. Qxf7 QcT 1. Ne6! BiS
22. RxeB!;

17... b3 18. axb3 Qalt 19. Kd2
Qxb2 20. Nc3, and 20... d5 21. exd5
£5 Qf3 Nedt won't do in view of 23.
Rxe4!, winning.

18. exd5 Rd7 19. Neb! Qxall.

It was not in Tal's spirit to cling
to an extra piece and conduct a mis-
erable defense after 19... Q7 20.
Qxb4t KeB 21 Qcd!. He returned
all the material sacrificed by White,
moreover, he was left a pawn down
and a ruined position, but he suc-
ceeded in creating ingenious coun-
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terplay.
20, Qxb4t Ke7 21. Nxe7 Rb8
22. Qa3 Qc4 23. Ne6 Rb3 24,
Qa5t Rbé.

24... Kb7 brings about 25. Re8!
with a checkmare.

25. Kbl Nad.

]
e
Tal plunged into a desperate coun-

terattack, and ar the same rime set
a trap: 26. Rd4 Nxb2 27. Rxc4!
Nxc4t!, and Black's chances would
have been better.
26. Rd4!l.

Still....
26... NxbZ 27. Kell.

A very elegant decision. The black
Knight, as it turned out, is stuck in
the swamp from which it is unable
to get out.
27...Qc5 28. Re3 Kb7 29. Re3
Rb5!.

Tal was ingeniously looking for a
way out: now 30, Rxc§ dxe5! would
allow him to continue the battle.
Instead, Stein found the shorest way
to the victory.

30. Qa3! Qxa3 31. Rxa3 Rxd5.

The despair of the doomed.

32. Na5t!l. 1-0.
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#13.
Stein—Portisch
Sicilian Defense (B42)
Interzonal Toumament
Stockholm, 1962

After a bad start Stein had only
five points out of ten before this
game. His adversary was in the lead-
ing group. Anyway, the young mas-
ter succecded in creating a small chess
masterpiece, This game was crowned
with the first beauty prize, and was
published all over the world,

1. e4 ¢5 2. Nf3 6 3. d4 cxd4
4. Nxd4 a6 5. Bd3 Nf6 6. 0-0
Qe7 7. Nd2.

Certainly this development of the
Knight is no better than the usual
Ncd. At the same time the plan
implemented by White was relarively
niew, and the thoroughly trained Lajos
Portisch could not figure out all the
subtleties in the opening.

7. Neb 8. Nxc6 bxe6.

Orher possibilities are less accept-
able: 8... Queb 9. 5! or 8... dxcb
9. {4 B3t 10. Kh1 0-0 1. &5 Nd3
12, Ne4, and in both cases the
e3-pawn strongly interferes with
Black's freedom of movement.

9. {4 Be5t.

This natural check was the prime
reason for all of Black's difficulties.
Stein called this move “an imagi-
nary win of a tempo.” He correctly
assumed that the Bishop should have
been placed on €7 to fulfill its de-
fensive functions. Besides, one may

add thar the ¢5-square should have
been kept vacant for the Knight in
the varintion 9... d5 10. 5 Nd7. True,
though, even after 9... d5 White
maintains the initiative by means of
10 Qe2 Be7 11. b3 0-0 12. Bb2, but
it would not be as dangerous as in
the game.
10. Khi dé6.

Now 10... d5 would not be favor-
able considering 11. €5 Nd7 12, Qg4
11. Nf3.

11... 5.

The chain reaction caused by one
faulty move continued: Black was
forced to play so as after the imme-
diate 11... 0-0 12. e5! dxe5 13. fxeS
Nd3, a standard sacrifice would con-
clude the game: 14. Bxh7t! Kxh7
15. Ng5t with an instant rout as the
fl-Rook will join the areack.

12. fxe5 dxe5.

Regarding the position on the
board, Stein wrote the following in
his annotations in the magazine
Nauka i Zhizn (Science and Life):
“The opening stage of development
finished explicitly in Whire's favar—
he has a better pawn structure and
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good prospects for an atrack.”
13. Nh4 0-0 14. Nf5 Be6.

Some commentators speculated
that Black had o immediately trade
off this Bishop for the Knight. V.
Panav figuratively said that “One
should have the patience of an an-
gel to leave the Knight at such a
. Jing height.” Nonethel
in case of 14... Bxf3 15, Rxf5 (but
not 15. exf3 e4!) NeB 16. Qg4 Black
also could not ger rid of his diffi-
culties. For example: 16... 6 17, Bedt
Kh& 18. Rh3 threatening checkmate
in two. Or 16... Qe7 17. Be4 Nd6
18. Bho! Nxf5 19. exf3 Qf6 20. Bg5
Qd6 21. Rd1 Bdd 22. c3, and White
wins,

15. Qe2 a5 16. Bedl.

In order 1o consolidate his posi-
tion Black had to reposition his
Knight and move £7-f6. Having de-
ciphered these opponent’s intentions
Stein began fighting against them.
16... Kh8 17. Bg5 Nd71.

It was this move that Stein con-
sidered the decisive mistake because
the Knight forfeited his duties as the
King's protector. He believed thar
only 17... NgB could have held the
defense even if it were passive.
18. Radl.

Stein was in his element—all his
pieces were getting activated to their
maximum potential. What was Black
todo! In the event of 18... Bxe4 19.
Qe (6 20. Bha! Bbé 21. Rd6 Black
would have had a dismal position.
In search of counterplay Portisch fell
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into a firestorm.

18... Nb6.

19, Nxg7!! Bxc4.

Capturing the Knight led to a
quick checkmate: 19... Kxg7 20. Bi6t
Kg8 21. Qd2! and it's mate in a few
moves,

20. Bf6!! Be7.

A checkmate in two was about
to happen: 21 NiSt Kg8 22. Nhés!.
20... NdT is stopped by 21. Rxd7!.
21. Qf3.

21... Kg8 would be followed by
12. Nh5 (also possible is 22. Nef)
Rfcd 23. Quit KiB 24. QgTt KeB
15. QgBt BfB 26. NgT=. 1-0.

# 14
Bisguier—Stein
Queen's Gambit (A34)
Inversonal Tournamsent
Stockholm, 1961

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 ¢5.

Stein was not afraid of such risky
systems because of his reliance upon
his ractical skills. Besides, he badly
needed 1o win this game. But to his
regret, the American grandmaster,
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instead of the usual 3. d5, which
promised sharp play, chose a less com-
mittal and more unpretentious con-
tinuation.
3. c4 oxd4 4. Nxd4 e6 5. ¢
d5 6. Nc3 Ncb 7. Be2 Bd6 8.
0-0 0-0 9. b3 a6 10. Bb2.
Black experienced definite prob-
lems with the development of his
pieces, that was why Stein was forced
to play in a very patient way that
he did nor particularly like.
10... Nxd4 11. Qxd4 Qc7 12.
Qh4 dxc4 13. Bxed RdS 14,
Rfd1l Bd7 15. Racl Be6 16.

Litele by little Whire's iniriative
was becoming overwhelming. Black
had to take defensive measures.
16... Qe7 17. Ne2 h6 18. Nd4
Be8.

White's threats seemed to have
been rendered harmless. It was rime
1o think of showing some activiry.
In response to the intended reloca-
tion of the Knight (Nd4-(3-¢5), Stein
was going to double his Rooks on
the d-file.

19. Re2 Ba3 20. Bal Rd7 21.

Nf3 Rads.

The first eritical moment of the
game. A logical continuation was 22,
Ned Rd5 23. Bd4 leading to a rela-
tively placid struggle, although richer
in content than earlier. After 23...
Bdb, for example, White would have
to play 24. f4. The withdrawal of the
Knight would have allowed Black to
make the advance ef-e5. Apparently,
White still had some positional ad-
vanitage.

22, Red2?l.

What was it, an oversight or a
crafty trap! The answer 21... Bb4
promises future material gains for
Black, but at the same time he would
have to pay a price in the form of 2
“naked” King. White's artack looked
ominous. Was it worth risking so
much? On the other hand, if one
doesn't take a chance how else is it
possible to win?

22... Bb4l.

Come what may, Black plays with
fire, but the game was worth the
candle.

23, Bxf6 gxf6.
Of course, 23... Qxi6!7 was out of
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question because of 24, Qxbd.
24. Qxhé.

Both adversaries looked forward
to this position. White had already
waon a pawn, and threatened a check-
mate in two. Black counted on the
“deadly” pin on the d-file. On the
surface, Black's position looked hope-
less. Witnesses recounted that ar that
moment some journalists hurried to
inform their editors: *Stein has se-
riously blundered and is losing the
game.” Everyone at the tournament,
including Bisguier agreed with that.
Stein was the only one who rightly
believed that Black had the edge!
24... f5 25. Ng5.

Was there a betrer move! No. Af-
ter 25. Ne5 White loses: 25... Bxd?!
16. Rxd2 (or 26, Nxd7 Bxd7 27, Rxdl
Bb5!) Rd5 27. Ng# Rxd3! 28. Nt
Qxf6 29, Qxf6 Rxdl, and Black
would ger more than a sufficient
equivalence for the Queen.

Now again a checkmare in two
was pending.

25... Be3!l,

That was the essence of Stein's
most surprising and daring idea! At
first sight Black was not creating any
direce threats, he was only holding
his own. Still he had prepared a hid-
den danger, 26... Qf6!, refuring
White's onslaught and keeping all
his aces on the d-file. The thing is,
for the time being none of the three
white pieces congregating on this file
can move, therefore, Black may af-
ford the luxury of first protecting his
King and only afterwards reap the
harvest.

As a most thorough post-mortem
showed, only in one of the whole
web of variations had White a chance
o draw: 26. OhTt Ki8 27. Qhét Bg?
28. Qh4L. In the ensuing position
both players would find it hard 10
improve their positions. It would be
dangerous for Black to play 28... Qa3
(threatening 29... Rxd3) 29. h3 B3
30. Qh6t KeT! (after 30... Bgl, a
draw was still the most likely resule),
as Whire had the insidious 31. Nh7!
followed by 32 Qf811. If 31... Kd6,
then 32. Re or 32, Qf8t wins.

As master Oleg Moiseev discov-
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ered ar the time, the strongest con-
tinuation for Black, 28... Qe5 (with
the same threat 29... Rxd3!), would
force White to find the only reply
29. Qg3!, as 29. 3! Qc3 30. Qg
Kg8! might give the edge to Black.
Afrer 29, Qg3!, Black had hardly any-
thing better than 29... Rxd3 30. Nh7
Kg8 31. Nf6t with perpetual check.

Should one be surprised that, at
the board, Bisguier, who already had
anticipated an imminent win, found
nothing of the kind and quickly lost?
26. h4? Qf6 27. Qh7t Kf8 28.
Qh5 Qhs!.

This paradoxical retreat was the
shortest way to the victory.
29. Nh7t Kg8 30. Qg51.

The last chance. On 30... Kxh7
31. Bxf5!, and with three pawns for
the piece, White would be able 1o
put up serious resistance.
30... Qg7! 31. Re2 Qxg5 32.
Nxg5 Rxd3. 0-1.

# 15,
Stein—Parma
Sicilign Defense (B97)
Match USSR—Yugoslavia
Lvaw, 1962

Stein took part in many “friend-
ship” matches with the Yugoslavian
All-Star team, and as a rule, he was
successful. This was a first round
game, three days before the march
Stein had been officially awarded the
title of International Grandmaster.
So it was his first game in his new

Copyvighted Material

“office.”

1. e4 ¢5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4
4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 ab 6. Bg5
eb 7. {4 Qb6.

Suggesting a switch to the re-
nowned gambit, the “chameleon-
variation,” 8, Qd2 Qxb2. However,
Stein deviated from the theoretical
argument in favor of a more reserved
continuation.

8. Nb3 Nbd7.

In those days 8... Qe3t was also
tried, forcing a transfer to the end-
game.

9. QF3 Qe7.

Black wanted to advance b7-b5.
White immediarely interfered with
thar idea.

10. a4 b6.
At this point the Yugoslavian

pl could have d
interesting complications by means
of 10... BeT 11. Bd3 h6 12. Qh3 (if
12. Bh4 then 12... Nxe4! was pos-
sible) RgB 13. Bhd g5!. Having missed
this opportunity, he gradually ob-
tained a passive position.

11. Bd3 Bb7 12. 0-0 Be7 13.
Qh3!l.

Hindering 13... 0-0 in view of 14.
5! dxe5 15. fxe3 Qe 16, Bxf6 Nxfts
17. Rxf6. To castle under these cir-
cumstances, Black is forced to weaken
his pawn structure.

13... €5 14. Rael 0-0 15. Kh1
Rfe8 16. Nd2 Nfs.

The pressure of White's pieces is
growing, Black has no useful moves.
17. Be4!.

"
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Having easily regrouped his forces
Stein began to prepare an Exchange
sacrifice on f6.

17... exfdl.

In similar positions this exchange
would be fine if Black was able to
effectively caprure e3 with his
Knight. This is not the case, and the
concession of the d4-square to the
white Knight became a very signifi-
cant factor.

18. Bxf4 Ng6 19. Bg5 Bes.

It turns out that after 19... Ne5,
then 20. Bb3! shows thar the Knighe,
which is beautifully positioned in the
center, has no no particular job to
do. Meanwhile, the black King feels
ill at ease.

20. Qg3 Be6 21. Bxf6! Bxf6.

In the event of 21... Bxc4 22.
Nxcd Qued 23. BxeT, Black loses the

db-pawn.

22. Nd5 Bxd5 23. Bxd5 Rad8
24, ¢3 Kh8 25. Nf3 Qe7 26.
Rdl Qc7 27. Nd4.

White has everything ready for
adecisive onslaught. There is nothing
left for Black but to humbly wait for
the developments to come.

27... Ri8.

M —

18. Rxfé!.

The sword of Damocles finally hits
Black's position. The Exchange sac-
rifice does not immediately lead to
acheckmate, but it bared all the pawn
weaknesses in his camp.

28... gxf6 29. Qf2 Kg8 30.
Rf1L

The refusal to capture emphasizes
the strength of White's position.
Black has nowhere to go, the black
pawn will not disappear, and it's al-
warys useful to improve the position
of pieces as much as
30... Rde8 31. Nf5 QdB 32.
Qxl...

Stein was in time trouble. Simple
and strong is hl-h4.

32... Kh8 33. Nxd6?

Again 33. h4! with a big advan-
tage.

33... Re?.

34. Rxfel.

This move could have cost White
his advantage. White might've con-
sidered 34, Ne4.

34... Rxe4ll.

1f Black had played 34... Rd7, then

after 35. e5 Qe7! the position be-
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comes unclear with perhaps better
chances for Black!

35. Nxf71! Rxf7 36. Rxf7 Re5
37. ¢4 QeB 38, Rl Qxad4 39,
Qc3 Qe 40. BIT QI8 41. Rf5
Qd6 42. h3. 1-0.

# 16,
Gligoric—Stein
King's Indian Defense
March USSR—Yugoslavia
Lo, 1962

This game was called the mast in-
reresting of the march. Although not
faultless, it is ining struggle

seems to Black thar he already pos-
sesses the initiative. He looks at the
..I'| -square mtln a I:ug appetite, some-
r's
attacking capabilities. It happen:d
thar way in this game.

8. fxe6.

The game would be entirely dif-
ferent after 8... Bxe6 9. Qd2!, where
Black would apparently find it more
difficult to create counterplay.

9. Nge2 Ne6 10. 0-0 hé.

It is not enough that Black de-
layed making this move, bur it is
cnmls:ned with a great risk. In M.
s opinion, it was better to

in all of its stages: in the opening,
middlegame, and especially in the
endgame where Stein managed to
tip the balance in his favor with the
help of a remarkably clever, almost
study-like idea.

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Ne3 Bg?
4. ¢4 0-0 5. Bg5 c5.

Later on King's Indian devotees
came to the conclusion that the early
advance of the ¢-Bishop should be
dealt with by h7-h6, asking the
Bishop to change his address. Then,
depending on the Bishop's new lo-
cation, Black could select a more
suitable plan.

6. d5 d6 7. Bd3 e6 8. dxeb.

Ohbjectively stronger here s 8. Qd2
exid5 9. exd5 with a follow-up of Ne2,
0-0and f2-f4-f5. However, the plan
selected by Gligoric was not void of

venom, mher H:s plan also has a
lying th it

drive the Bishop back by means of
Nei-e5.£7. The following plan of get-
ting rid of the pin also deserved at-
tention: RfB-{7 and Qd8-f8 prepar-
ing counterplay on the dark squares.
11. Bdz.

11. Bh4 was noteworthy, too.
Since, after 11... g5 12. Bg3 Nggd 13
Q42 followed by f2-4, the weaken-
ing of the black King position could
have become a decisive factor, Even
the move made by Gligoric gave
White good chances of keeping the
threar f2-f4-f3 intacr without under-
mining the e3-square.

11,00 €5,

Sooner or later, this move should
be made, but now the white Knight
gets on d5, and if it is traded, the
b1-h7 diagonal opens up which dis-
tinctly reveals the shortcomings of
the h7-h6 move.

12, Nd5 Nd4 13. Nxd4 exd4

-
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14, 4 NxdS 15, exds BI5 16,
Qe2! Q47 17, faeS due 18,
Bed!.

Black's nomchalans
in the opening resulted in the fol-
lowing: his pair of paned pawns is
securely blocked, and White's pawn.
avalanche on the querniide v almost
wewtoppable. Seill, hope dies last! In
chis difficislt pasition Stekn discov.
ered the only plan alkneing him 10

make the preventive move 11, #4!,
wince 21.. Buct 22. Cued Rafd 20,

ﬁllw-uhlw«muinlndu
vatiation 12. Buf3 gufS 23, RadS!
L?d'ltl ..} l.xfl Fud5 25, Kel. All
scary for Whire

LI w o |M wﬂ]whu tnaricacy:

of passed pawns on besh sides | must
have hebieved thas [ had an advantage
brecamic of wy conwol over the Rght

aquates.

18... RI6! (Gligoric)
Gl Sy mov e i
which

..mduq-mn..u. after
~ d1 Black cheeaters to win a

m.

Cilgonic: | condd hawe swerkonchnd thin
reply with the temible threat of 4443
Now I'hrh erMMm‘

Jmnf!r
19. Ri3 lhl'alb.lhﬂ h5.

21. €510, (Gligoric)

Cligoric buurried a lintde
bt with this tempting push. It would
have been more prudent o fimt

LU

‘end place bt hapes in g arsack om the
zz Bi$ gaf$ 23, Bes R
4. Rh3.

Mmd\' White has to book for
consnterplay as Black's pasems nssh to-
ward their quesning squares. Ocl-
dlxh is thireatened, but bs this s peal
threat! After 24... d)! 25. Ckll
Qi 26, Bed ol 27, Qe Black
suceeeds i defending againie the
checkmate. but perperuad check i
quine bikehy. While locking for a win,
Stein neghected the strong whire
pawmn and relocated hin Queen 1o
the queenide.
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Gligoric: After 24... d3 25. Rud3
e 26. Rdd!, or 25. QdI Qxe5t 26,
Be3 QudS 27. Qxh5 Black could have
lost his best chances.

24... QeB

Gligoric: This reereat is only tem-
porary, defending the King first before
making use of his strong connected

pavms.
25. d6! Qeb 26. Qdl1.
Giligamic: Now it seems better to have
stopped his threat with 26. Be7! o4 {on
26... (4 27. Rxh5 e4 28. Rel!.) and
only then 27. Qd1.
26... 4!,
Chglmc 1f 26.... Qg6 27. Be7.
27. Qxh5 Qf5.

Having consolidated the situation
on the queenside at the cost of a
pawn, Black strives to gradually pur
all his pawns into motion. The fol-
lowing beautiful variation may con-
firm the seriousness of this intention:
28. b4 d3 29. Kh1 (it is bad to play
29. b5 ar ance because of 29.., e4!,
threatening 30... Quc5t) d2 30, bS
e4 3.6 (or 31 Rxf4 d1=Qf1) 3 32,
d7 13! 33, Rhxf3 2!, and Black wins.
The position requires White to make

a forced move. (See Gligorics com-
ments after the next move.)
28. g4.

Mot the best choice. White would
have had berter chances in the end-
game after 28. Be7 Qxh5 29. Rxh3,
although one should take into con-
sideration the Exchange sacrifice:
29... RxeT 30. dxe7 ReB and it would
be difficult to hold the black pawns.
Now Stein found a rare treasure, three
connected passed pawns!

Gligoric: There was no time to wait,
A very unclear ending for White wosdd
have been 28. Be7 (xhS 29. RehS and
the other possibility 28. b4 d3 29. Khi
d2 30. b5 fails because of 30... f3!
(not 30... ed since 31. g4!) 31. Rhaf3
(1f 31. Quf3 Qe 32. QS d1=Q1 33.
Rod! Q1! wms. [Ed. Note: It seems
that White can draw with careful play:
31. gxf3 Qd3 32. RdI Rxf3 33, Ref3
Rxf3 34. 47! RfI1 35. Kg2 J) Qd31.
28... Qe4 29. Bh4.

Let everyone fight against the
f-pawn, at this moment it is enemy
number one! If 29, Be7, then 29...
3! would win instantly.

Gligoric: The only move. If 29. Be7
13! with the killing menace f3-f21.
29... £3 30. Bf2 Rf4 31. Rh4
Bf6 32. g5? (Gligoric)

Giligoric: This position was full of
devilish surprises. White missed here,
instead of the “novmal” move in the
game, to hit the opponent (found by
Mr. Bob Long) with 32. Rel! Qc2 33.
d7! Bxhd 34. Quhd Qg 35. h3 f6
36, K5 of 37, Qd5T.
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33... Rxh4 33. Bxh4 Bd8 34.
Bf2.

The six previous moves have been
almost forced for both sides, but now
it was time for Black to make a
choice. Being in unusual, for him,
time pressure, Stein misses the stron-
BESL CONLINUATIONS TWiCe in a row.
34... Qf5.

The move 34... RfT would basi-
cally refute the threat of g5-g6 and
in its turn would threaten 35...
Bxgd!. Now 35. g6 is repelled by
means of 35... RgT; 35. h4 or 35.
Kh1 may face the simple 35... d3.

Giligomic: Teme pressure! Black is now
the stronger side and much better was
34... Rf7! 35. Khi d3.

35. Kh1 Kg7!.

It wasn't too late to play 35... Rf7
or 35... d3!, but time pressure took
ins roll.

Gligoric: Even now 35... Rf7 or
35... d3! were also good. [Ed.: The
disketee has a lot more material on these
assessments. ]

36. Qh6t K7 37. Rgl Qg6 38.
Qh3 Kg8s 39. b4!.

Whille Black was marking his time,
White had reinforced his pasition
and obtained the possibility of ac-
tivating his queenside pawns. Black's
passed pawns, at the same time, are
under strict supervision.

39... d3 40. b5 e4 41. Qh6l.

Giligoric: White was allowed 10 im-
prove his chances considerably.
41... Qxh6 42. gxh6t Kh72.

Gligoric: Correct was 42... Kf7!

136 -~

getting closer to White's connected passed

pawmns.
43. Bedl.

Most likely both adversaries were
not sure whether the time control
had been made, and they continued
to feverishly move pieces beyond the
required 40 moves. This is what came
out.

Stein made a serious blunder. He
should have played 42... Kf7!, los-
ing control over the h-pawn, but
instead moving toward a more im-
portant sector of the board. The fol-
lowing variations were possible:

43. cf bxc 4. bxc6 Bb6! 45. 7
Kef 46. Rg6t Kd7 47. Rglt Keb!
(but not 47.... KcB 48. Bgd! with the
threat 49. dTH!).

43, h7 Ke6! 4. Rg8 d2 45. Rgl
Rh8 46, Bed Ba5 47. Rd1 RxhT.

43. Be3 Keb 44. h7 Bf6 45. Rg8
RET! 46. Refit Kd5, and in all the
given variations, only White risks
losing,

After Stein had impulsively sent
his King in the wrong direction,
Gligoric could have punished him
by means of 43. c6! bxe6 44. bxeb,
and the pawns would have been un-
stoppable. For example: 44... Bbé
45.¢7! Bxf2 46. d7 winning. [Ed.:
Now Gligoric concurs that Black has
45... ¢3! and Black wins or at the very
worst, draws! For example, 46, Bxed
Be3 and Black has the advantage. | Five
hours of play had passed, and Stein
was to write down his move.

Giligoric: Although the time control
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wat over | contimued o play quickdy.
White mitsed & wen here, 43, 81 hach
«.mnms. ! Bf? 46. &7
2l
Tlm pawn s the key 10 Black's
Ghnrx The s wass o,
and that v Black's very good sealed

move. The rest of che gume in the re-
vt o et howne. amabyi o S’y
nide.

44. A1 Bast.

- lowed by 47...
+ then 48... Rg8!l, Thanks 1o the
A dmddudm Black will be
o

Giligoric: The lapical consmustion
w45, A7 DS 46, Kpl Rl 47,
K3 RB! with & repetition of moses.
#5... bxeh 46. bxcé Bb6L

What is the defference between
this pemition and the one that could
have appeared after 41, cbt. How
Iemportant was the fact that the Hack
paum had occupied the place of the
white Bishop on 12, and the white
Rk had moved from gl to {11 h
vurned out that 47. <7 wonild be fol-
Baed, and if 45 47

W«de'wm.mnli
Kl would be pointles becasie of
45... Bgtt, and it wan bad 10 play
46 Kxdl Bhde!. lf instead he played

B —
47. ¢ failt due 0 47, . Bue3 48. 87
R and thamks 1o the marmg threat
Black

hzuaﬁ only then wa Khl g2 vi-

er. The secret of the move,
executed at the board. s thar name of
the two players can be active without

7%, then45... rﬂ.l’dnem‘rwdh-
cawe of 46, Bxdl Bad? 47, Red2!
A repetition of maoves would have
been the logacal sesuls afver: 45...

wlﬂ-mwf“ Kh3 RE! with

45 61
One could undenstand Gligoric:

47. Bab6 axhéi 48, Rxi2.

Comld it be that in the long nmn

Giligoric had cutmaried has rival!
48... e3lL

A mave of rare beaty” (Y. Aver-

Tr was difficul 1o believe thar this  bakh)

powerful udvance not only failed to
enire the victory but alo ket the
draw vanich.

1Fthere were brillisncy peizes not
by o games bt o the maost beau-
viful maves, then Stein's paradoi-

"
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cal counterstroke would have been
awarded with one by all means. Isn't
that a new, original theme for com-
posers of chess studies! The rest was
obvious.

Gligoric: This move is like a chess
study. Black is gaining a vital tempo
3 of the lost material.

49. Rxf8 d2 50. ¢7 d1=Q7 51.
Kg2 Qg4t 52. Kl Qec4t 53.
Kg2 e2! 54. Kf2 Qe6 55. Kel
Quxd6 56. Rhat Kgb 57. Rg8t
Kh5. 0-1.

#17.
Stein—Spassky
Ruy Lopez (C93)

30th USSR Charpionship
Erevan, 1962

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5
a6 4. Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 Be7 6.
Rel b5 7. Bb3 0.0 8. ¢3 d6
9. h3 h6.

This method of defense introduced
by V. Smyslov then was popular. The
idea behind the move was to play
Rf8-e8 withour fearing Nfi-g5.
10. d4 Re8 11. Nbd2.

Here Stein would also oceasion-
ally play 11. Be3 with the view 1o
develop the Knight to d2. If that was
the case then he would not touch
these pieces for awhile by preparing
an advance or an exchange of pawns,
After 11... Bff in the game against
Smyslo (28th USSR Champianship,
1961), he played 12. Be2 Bb7 13,
dxe5 Nxe5 14. Nd4 Ngb 15. a4 c5

138 -

16. Nf5, but Black artained excel-
lent play with 16... d5!. [Ed.: While
this analysis is also mentioned in ECO
C 2nd ed., 1981, 1 can find no game
played by Stein with this particular
variation at any time with anyone |

When playing Gligoric (match
LSSR—Yugoslavia, 1965), Stein im-
proved his line: 12. Nbd2 Na5 13,
Belc5 14, ad c4 15. a4! BT 16. Qe
QcT 17. Ral with White's advan-
rage. Certainly, 11. Bel cannot be
handled by 11... Nxe4? 12, Bd5 exd4
13. Bxc6 dxe3 14. Rxe3, and Black
suffers material losses.

11... B8 12. Nf1 Bd7.

Stein also used to fight against
12... Bb7 with the almost forced
continuation: 13, Ng3 Na5 14. Be2
Ncd 15. a4 d5!. His game with
Spassky (Interzonal, 1964) went on
16. exd5 exd4 17. Rxe8t Qxe8 18,
Qxid4 Bxds, and the game quickly
ended up in a draw.

In the important game against
Reshevsky (Los Angeles, 1968), Stein
came up with the novelry: 16, b3
dxed 17. Nxed Nxed 18, Rxe4!2. In
the first round of the match Re-
shevsky responded with 18... 15, and
got an inferior game. In the third
round he equalized chances by means
of 18... Bxed 19. Bxeq Nbé!. The
current evaluation says that White
should achieve an edge in this varia-
tion via 15, b3 Nb6 16. ad!.

13. Ng3 Na5 14. Be2 c5.

Sooner or later Black, apparently,
could not do without this continu-
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ation. For instance, in th: game
I

ykjavik

1966) after 14... g6 15. b3 Bg? 16.
Bed Qe7 17.Qd2 Kh7 18. Radl Rads
19. c4!, the black Knight found him-
self offsides.

15. d5 Nc4.

Eventually, this Knight will have
to move away from the edge, and it
would have been better to relocate
it to b7, rather than to allow b2-b3.
After the latter move the Knight (on
a5) would retreat 1o b7 where its pros-
pects might brighten only if c5-c4
and Nb7-c5 would be passible. The
continuation 15... g6 16. b3 Bg7 17.
Nh2 Nh7 will benefit White.

As soon as Black plays Na5-b7,
White would respond with b3-b4!.
Nevertheless, in the game Stem—
Geller (37th LISSR Championship,
Mascow, 1969), Black managed to
defend himself after 18. Be3 Qhd 19,
N3 Qe 20. Qd2 h5!.

16. Nh2 a5l

The Knight's incursion to 3
should have been urgently forestalled
by 16... g6l In case of 17, b3 Nbé
18. f4, Black could have held the
defense through 18... exf4 19, Bxf4
Bc8! with the subsequent relocation
aof the Knight to e5 via d7.

17. a4l.

A timely strike paralyzing Black's
play on the queenside. Spassky prob-
ably only anticipated the obvious 17.
Nf5, which he could deal with: 17...
Buxf5 18, exf5 Nbb 19. Be4 Nxed 20.
Rxed Qd7 21. g4 Qb7

7... Nb6 18. axb5 Bxb5 19,
Nif5!.

Black's mistake in the opening re-
sulted in serious consequences, Stein
had been treated o his favorite weap-
on, an attack on the King.

19... Bd7 20. g4.

The assault continues unabated.
Spassky decided 1o counter force with
force, and to transfer his Knighr to
6. Stein did not oppose Spassky.
20... Nh7 21. Kg2 Be7 22. Nf3
Nf8 23. h4 Ngb 24. g5! h5.

A decisive moment in the battle.
Should Whire have procrastinated,
Black would have time to play Ng6-
18 and g7-g6, and to consolidate his
position. If 25. Ng3, then 25... Bgd!.
Without the f3-Knight, the pawns
on h4 and g5 would lose their sup-
port, the first of them to be taken
with a check. Does it mean that the
White's atrack has slowed?

25. Nh2!.

Sacrificing the pawns on h4 and
5. With this move White brings his
King to the offensive!

25... Bxf5,
Black also has no choice, other-
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wise hie loses his hi-pawn,
26. exis Nxhdt 27. Kh3l Bag5
28. Bxag5 Qups

At fint sight it may scem thar
White was left with nathing. But,
Seein's calculation was deep and pre-
cive.
9. Rg! Q6.

Spasky chooses to by his way
out with & parce, The uluk-euﬂd
have become.

devastating in
29... Qf4 30. (b Onil ll Nl-l'
Qe 32 Nhot Kh8 33, NuiT$ K8
34, Qhat Kad 35, Qugle,

30. Quhs.

The ot into 2 walf-hale,
300... Nxd5 31, Quhd Nidt 32
Kl

M essential element of the whale
hat should have been

the advantage.

34, c4 Ki7 35. Kg4 Rabs 36.
Rgb1 RhE 37. N3 g 38, Nh4
guf51 39, Nuf5 Keb 40. Rua’
RbgBT 41. Ki3 Rg5 42. Ngd
15 43. Ra6. 1.0,

Stein—MNovopashin
English Opening (A37)
e USSR Charspacnshi
Lerangrad, |73

This tousnsment opened & bril-
Tiarst page in Saein's sporting hiog-
taphy. He tied for fiew with B Spanky
and R Holmov, and afrer the play-
aif won the USSR Champicnship
ol medal for che fiest time.

I the game with master Ariady
Novogashin { Dnepropetrovik) ane
might potice cenain novelties in
Sarinr's aryle, in parricular, the ex-
pansion of has apening repertoire,
& definite tendency o implement
new creative idesi,

Seein did not like to annotate
games ared lefi very few samples of
rlann As & rule. his comments were

Hly srice and Iaconic,

taken into account beforchand, oth
mzﬂkkmldhlngmhwl
frsction of the rice. The whie Ki

vk, even skimpy on general dis-
cumicon and vasiations. Exceptions

s werking hasd!
32... Qxh4t 33, Kxhd 6.
T‘! &MM}-M

didioccur, They b by whe
hie did not address the narrow circle
of hescoeagues able to read berween

the lines, but ondinary chew aficio-
ks Faaders &

dnmcwleq!hub;mn The
rest is just  vechnscal realizstion of

L

this game in the popalar Riga maga-
sine Shakhmary (Chess, 1964, #3).

Capprigeted st
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Stein's annotations are iralicized.
1. c4 c5 2. Nc3 gb 3. g3 Bg?
4. Bg2 Nc6 5. Ni3 ab.

A semi-waiting move typical of many
variations of the English opening. Black
has not yet set a definite place for his
g-Knight fearing 6. b4 in case of 5.,
Nh6 and 6. d4 if 5... Nf6.

the game, as neither 15. Nxb5 Bab,

nor 15, NxdS QxdS 16. Ng5 Nexd4

17. exd4 Nxd4 18. Q7 Qe5 would
good sense,

One can only add to this that

Black failed to prevent d2-d4, so we

allowed ourselves to put a question

mark to 12... e5.

6. 0-0 Nhé. 13. d4l.

Now 7. b4 is not so d and  The prereq for this unex-
keeping d4 under fire, Black achieves  pected pawn sacrifice, is the fact that
a comfortable position. the black King has not yer castled.

7. Rb1 Nf5 8. a3 Rb& 9. b4
exb4 10. axb4 b5 11. exb5 axb5,

A brief skirmish on the queenside
has led to an almast symmetrical posi-
tion—the only difference lies in the lo-
cation of the Bishop pair. White strives

Had it not been for this circumstance,
there would not have been any sac-
rifices, and Novopashin's plan would
have proven to be correct. Now Black
faces a dilemma: to rake or not 1o
take the sacrificed pawn! This is how

to turn this difference to his advantage  Stein responds to this g
and an his next move. .. Black should not capture the pawn:
12. €3 13... exdd 14. exd4 Nexdd 15. Nxdd

he restricts the mobility of the f5-Knight,
12... e52.

A respomsible decision that is justi-
fied anly if Black succeeds in resobutely
stopping the move d2-d4.

The natural 12... 0-0 13, d4 b
(13...d5! 4. Nxd5! QudS [5. Ne5)
14. Qe d5! approximately equalized

Nxd4 16, Relt Net 17. Bf4 and then
18. Nd5 with a dominane position.

One may cite a few more varia-
tions. For example, if 15... Bxd4 then
16. Bf4 Rbé (or, 16... d6 17. Relt
KfB 18. Ne4 with the threats 19. g4
and 19. Nxd6) 17. Nd3 Re6 18, Relt
Kf8 19. Qxd4 Nxd4 20. Bhét Kgb
21. NeTt Que7 22. RxeT Re6 23.
Rbel Rxelt 24. Rxel Ne6 25, Rel
Baf 26. Ral, and White wins the
Bishop.

Or 14... Nfxdd 15, Nxd4 Bxdd
16. Relt KiB 17. Bxc6 Bxc3 (17...
dxcé will be followed by 18. Bhot
Kg8 19. Qxd4!) 18. Bhot Kg8 19
Bd5 Brel 20. Qd4 Be3 21, Qued Q8
22. Bxf8 Kxf8 23, Qxh&t and mate
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in 3 looms.
13... exd4 14. exd4 0.0 15.
Bgs.

A typical maneswer inducing either
anew weakness (15.... f6 16. Bf4) or,
as it happened in the game, enticing the
black Bishap mto a clumsy position.

5... Bf6 16. Bi4 d6 17. Ne4
Bg7 18. ds.

Before frecing up the al-h8 diago-
nal, White carries out a restricting ad-
vance, and with almost forced ploy he
got a strong passed paun in the cener.

Now it becomes clear why Stein
lured the black Bishop to 6. The
white Knight got the opportunity of
“liberting” the al-h8 diagonal from
its unwelcome presence in order to
untie the hands of the d4-pawn; an
instructive technical method!
18... Ne5.

18... NeeT would have found the
unpleasant 19, g4.

19. Nxe5 dxe5 20. Bg5.

Look at the notes to White's 15th
move.
20... f6.

Black could have put up a fiercer
resistance, provided he had not
locked up his Bishop, and what was
more important, he had not weak-
ened [he fé-square by 20... Qbé1.

might b ond hi

vantage.
21. Bel.

The Bishop has returned for a brief
“rest" having contributed much to the
improvement of White's position.
21... Qb6 22. Nc5 RdB 23.
Bb2.

23... Bf8.

If Black had succeeded in velocar-
ing the Knight to c4, his pasition would
have been guite defensible. One can-
not achieve this goal at once. If 23...
N6, then White would have
24. {4 Ned 25. fxe5 Ne3 26, Qb3 with
a crushing attack.

Black (after 23... Bf8) counts on
the nanral 24. Rel Nd6 25. Ne6 Bxet
26. Reth Qa7! (a2-square!) 27. dxeb
Ned 28. Qb3 Nd2!.

But Stein does not even think of
protecting the artacked Knight hav-
ing discovered an effective plan
against the i led transfer of the

natural move in view of 21. d6. But
then he could have played 21... {6!
and 22... Rd8 blocking and even-
tually encircling the d6-pawn. In that
case White would have experienced
some difficulties in realizing his ad-
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black Knight o c4.
24. Qf3!.

Thus White wins a very important
tempo, as an immediate velocation of
the Knight is no good.

24... Be7.
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It was wo 1o give away
the dark-squared Bishop: 24... Bxc5
25. bxcS QxeS 26, g4 (ae bast) and
27. Qufé.

25. Rfel Nd6 26. Bell.

Returning to his previous place of
employment, The Bishop eventually dies
but The Knight, the Black bulwerk,
perishes as well.

26... Nc4 27, Be3 Nxed.

Unfortunately, forced.

The black Queen is doomed to
suffer either from a discovered ar-
tack or from the double artack Ne5-
6. For example, 27... Qd6 28, Ne4
Jab 29, Ral, afterwards taking the
f6-pawn.

28. Qxe3 Bde6.

Certainly, 28... B7 is ineffective,
as 29. Nxb7 wins at least an Exchange.
The time pressure was especially grave
for my oppoment whe had contented
himself to a passive strategy, further
influencinf the course o the game. 28...
B8 would have been more precise.
29. Ral Bb7 30. h4!.

The weakened King's flank fust at-
tracts such advances like a magnet.
30... Bf8 31. Red1 Ra8.

Black's position is hopeless. The
eastest wary to win was 32. Nxb7 Qxb7
33.d6 Rxal 34. Rxal! (But not 34.
Qb3t Qf7 35. BdS Rudi 1 36. Qudl
Rut 37. Buf7 Kxf7 with good chances
for a draw) Qf7 35. Ra7 Qeb (35...
Rd7 36. Bd5!) 36. (Qbb. However,
the White's position is so strong that
forcing the events is not of primary im-
portance.

32. h5 Kh8 33. hxg6 hxg6.

One should note that 33... Rxal
34. Rxal Bxd5 35. Bxd5 Rxd5 would
not help because of 36, Qb3! (or 36.
Raf Bxc5 37. Qhé Rd1t 38. Khl
Rhit 39. Kxh1 Qb7 40. Kh2 leads
toa mate! ). Now if 36,.. Qd6, then
37. Ne4 and 38, Nxf6!.

1f 36... Qeb, then37. Rad would
decide its fate. Clearly the Rook's
retreat will allow the Queen to in-
vade f7.

34. Racl.

White releases the Queen from
its role of the Knight's guard and
sends them both into the offensive.
34... Ra7 35. Qe4 Kg7.

36, Ne6t!.

Black lost on time having not
made the forced move 36... Qxeb,
which would have been followed by
37.Qe3! Qab 38. ReTt Kg8 39. Qed
f5 and 40. Qh4 with a mating at-
tack.
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#19.
Spassky—Stein
Girlinfeld’s Defense (D86)
USSR Chamgionship Play-off Match
Moscow, 1964

This game was played in the first
round of the additional “period” of
the 31st USSR Championship. As
it turned our later, it exerted a de-
cisive influence on the course of the
competition and its final result.

Leonid Stein's annotations, pub-
lished in Shakhmaty v SSSR (Chess
in the USSR) are italicized.
1. d4 Nfﬁ 2. c4 g6 3. Ne3 d5.
in the tour-

ture world champion played 4. Ni3
BgT 5. Be5 but gor nothing special
from it, and the game soon ended in
adraw. That is why on this occasion
Spassky returned to his favorite
weapan against the Griinfeld De-
fense, a weapon which had brought
him many victories.

4. cxd5 Nxd5 5. e4 Nxcl 6.
bxc3 Bg7 7. Be4 0-0 8. Nel
Ne6.

Simagin's move ensures Black has
sufficient counterplay.
9. h4.

Reference books on openings do
not approve of this advance, but in
practice Spassky proved the effec-
f White's attack more than

mmmrlsul[clh\ gmm!mmr Simag-
in noted: “A startling decision. The
‘clan’ of the King's [ndian aficiona-
dos are visibly diminishing. Already
Stein refuses to play it In the given
game the choice of the opening ap-
peared to be an unpleasant psycho-
logical surprise for the opponent.”
This evaluation requires some clari-
fication. Stein has never rejected the
King's Indian, but he realized thar
with only one opening in his arsenal
he would not get very far. Therefore
from time to time he expanded his
repertoire with other systems thar
were close to him in spirit. In par-
ticular, this choice of opening was not
surprising for Spassky as a month be-
fore Stein had already implemented
the Griinfeld Defense against him in
the 315t USSR Championship. The fu-
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once. [Ed.: Hans Berliner's “The Sys-
tem" approves of 9. b also.]
9... Na3 10. Bb3.

In the game Spassky—Sajtar
(Bucharest, 1953) 10. Bd3 was played,
but after 10... c5 11. Be3 cxdd 12,
cxd4 N6 13. ¢5 QaSt with the fur-
ther ...Rd8 Black gained a clear ad-

vantage.

In the 25th USSR Chamjsionship in
the game with Suetin, Spassky also
played the move in the noted game. In
my opniom, the retrear of the Bishop 10
b3 does not give White any real benefit.
10... ¢5 11. h5 Nxb3 12. axb3
cxd4 13. exd4 Bd7!.

A recommendarion of the authors
of the monograph “Grinfeld Defense”
by Kutyanin and Estrin. Creating the
threat 14... BbS, Black achieves com-
fortable play. In the game Spassky—
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Suetm, Black contmaed 13... Bpd? and
after 14. f3 Bd7 15. hagh hxgb 16.
Be3 BbS 17. Ne3 (Qd7 18. Qd2 got
into o tosgh position, since 14, 3 tums
out to be a wseful move for White in
connection with the possibility of Kf2.
14. hxgh hxg6!.

Simagin wrote: “With no fear of
opening up the h-file. More timid
players could have played 14.... fxgh?,
and wound up in an inferior posi-
tion.” A fair remark!

15. Qd3.

A responisible move, made by White
after a long think. However, 15. Be3
was preferable.

We'll add thar the exchange 15,
Bhé Bxh6 16. Rxhé would boomer-
ang for White after 16... Kg7 and
17... Rh8.

15... Qb6!.

An interesting moment. White could
now have consinued 16. (g3 after which
Black had a choice between 16... 5
and the sharper 16... RfeB!. For ex-
ample, [7. Qb4 Rxcl17 18, Ruel Qb4
19. Re3! (19 Kf1 BbS is uncomfort-
able for White) BbS with the initiative
for the sacrificed Exchange. 19... Bud4

would have been a mistake in view of
20. Nxd4 Qxc3t 21, Ke2 Qudd [Ed.:
Stein overlooked the intriguing possi-
bility of 21... Bgd, giving Black the
advantage.] 22. Qh7T Kf8 23. Qh8t.

Still, White should have played 16.
(23 even if Black would ger adequate
Play.

As Simagin insisted, Spassky had
rejected 16, Qgd because of 16... f5,
but Stein intended o play 16... Ric8
and sacrifice the Exchange. Appar-
ently, at first Spassky was sorry that
he had not anticipated his opponent’s
response, but the joint analysis af-
ter the game persuaded him that both
variations left Black wirh sufficient
counterplay.

16. Bd2 Rfc8 17. Ra5.

Tt was for the sake of this maneuver
that Spassky declined to transfer the
Queen to g3! The goal of this move
was to prevent Bd7-b5, and then to
consolidate his position by castling
short. If Black spends a tempo on
aT-ab, then White will be able to
block the e-file from whence come
all the major troubles for the white
King.

17... a6 18, Re5 Rxc5 19, dxc5
Qe7 20. Be3 e5 21. b4 Rd8
22. Qg3n.

22. 040 should have been played.
Now White's position looks pitiful.

Obviously Spassky overestimared
his chances. He continued his pur-
suit for active play when it was high
time to shift to a dour defense.
22... Bb5 23. {4 Qd7 24. Ki2
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25... a5l

Following 25.... exf4 26, (Qh3 Qwh3
27, Rh3 Bre3 28. Rxed, White would
allow some chances for a draw.

It was interesting that 25... Qb5
26. Kf2 Rd3 27, Qh4 Rxc3 28. Qd8t
Bf8 29. Rh8T! Kxh8 30. QxfBt Kh7
31, Qxf7t Khé 32. Qf8t KhS 33.
Qh8t Kgd 34. Qed Re2f 35. Kgl
Relt 36. Kh2 RRIT! 37. Kxh! QfIt
38, Kh2 Quf41, in the long rin, wonld
ead t0.4n enuding where White could
puit up a fierce fight.

The review of Black’s possibili-
ties should be supplemented with yet
another move 25... Qad!, That would
also create strong threats.

26. Kf2.

If 26. bxa5, then 16... Qb5 27.
Kf2 Rd3 28. Qh4 Quc5! (this move
could not have happened if 25...
(b5t had been played right away),
and Black calmly captures the Bishop.
26... axb4 27. Bxe5 Bxe5 28.
fxe5 Qd47 29. Kf3.

29. Q3 also gives no hape for White.
29... Qd3t 30. Ki4 Qd21.
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31. Kg4.

31. Qe3 would have undoubredly
been followed by 31... g5tL.

31... Rd4l.

31... Rd3 is inaccurate in view
of 32. Qh2!, making Black’s task
more difficult.

32. Rl Rxe4® 33, Kh3 Qh6t.
0-1.

# 20,
Stein—Spassky
Ruy Lopez (C89)
Lol Tournsment
Moscow, 1964

By the beginning of this fourth
round game Stein only had draws to
Hhis credit. Boris Spassky's start might
bbe called carastrophic, one draw and
two losses. Should one need men-
tion that both players craved for their
first win!

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5
at 4. Ba4 Ni6 5. 0-0 Be7 6.
Rel b5 7. Bb3 0-0 8. ¢3 d5.
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The Marshall Artack, traces its
genealogy from the famous game
nea—Marshall (New-York,

1918). For a long time it has been
used by Black to conduct an open
play “for a win,” cither he, indeed,
got a strong attack ar the expense
of a pawn, or the attack petered out
(as, by the way happened in the very
first game, played with this gambit
PR ity ares 1
of values took place. Grandmasters
began to sacrifice the pawn with more
modest and more realistic intentions,
“to kill the color” (that is to deprive
White of his natural initiative), and
to be satisfied with a draw in the

me.

Bu, in this game, the simple equal-
izing of chances was not attractive
to Spassky. Fe was striving not only
to improve his despondent tourna-
ment situation but also o get rid of

wrote in the Rigan magazine Shakh-
maty (Chess):

Before the fourth round,
Spassky's coach, grandmaster
Bondarevsky was obviously
nervous, although he was try-
ing to conceal it.

“Today there will be a great
change. Borya should win. Tt
should not go on like this any
more!"” Bondarevsky was
calming his friends down.
Meanwhile Stein and Spassky
made seventeen moves in one
(1) minute.

9. exd5 Nxd5 10. Nxe5 Nxe5
11. Rxe5 c6.

The most popular continuation,
which replaced 11... Nf6, the move
introduced by Marshall.

Stein played the Marshall Attack
a5 White or Black. For example, in
the game with M. Bertok ( Interzonal
tournament, Stockholm, 1962), he
tried 11... Nb6. True, he did not
achieve anything special. Afrer 12,
d4 Bd6 13. Bg5 Qd7 14. Rel Bb7
15. Nd2 RaeB 16, Bh4 Rxelt 17.
Quel ReB, the Yugoslavian grand-
master could have created serious
problems for Black by means of 18,

an ung psychological pres-
sure—a poor personal score with his
difficule rival. In the five previous

games he had lost 1o Stein three times

and there had been two draws! Chief  d

tournament director V. Mikenas

Q1 F ly for Stein, 18. Qd1
Nd5 19. Bg3 Nf4 20. Bxf4 Bxfd 21.
Nil g6 followed, and in this unclear
position the opponents agreed to o
T,

12. dd.
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The following continuations have
also been tried in rournaments: 12.
BxdS cxd5 13. d4, and also 12. d3,
in both cases Black succeeded in
having a comfortable game.

12... Bd6 13. Rel Qh4 14. g3
Qh3 15. Bed Bg4 16. Qd3
RaeB.

This was the most scrutinized way
of counterplay for Black (in com-
parison with the other possibilities
16... 5, 16... Nxed and 16... g5!7).
Having mobilized his army with
maximum speed, he now threatens
to resort to aggressive actions by
means of Re8-e6, {7-f5 and 0 on.
17. Nd2 Re6.

It is this position which had been
achieved by the players within a
minute. Spassky’s last move puzzled
Stein so much that, according to the
punctual chief tournament director
A. Mikenas, he pondered over his
response for exactly 52 minutes! Such
prolonged meditation caused bewil-
derment in the press center. Wasn't
this position on Stein's board when
he was preparing for the game! He
knew for sure that, at the end of 1963,
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Spassky already played so against
Novopashin in the USSR champion-
ship, and won on the 22nd move.

This is how the game, that be-
came widely known, concluded: 18,
a4 bxad!! (Spassky's novelty, the idea
of which was to deflect the white
Rook from the first rank) 19. Rxa4
15 20. /4 Bxf4! 21. Bi2 Rxelt 21.
Bxel Re8, and 0-1.

Specialists immediately passed
“sentence”: the prime reason for this
swift rout was the move 18. a4. Ina
few rounds, White attempted to
mend the variation in the game
Suetin—Geller: 18. Qf Qh5 19. a4
with the idea of strengthening the
very same, fatal for Novopashin, first
rank. After 19... bxad 20. Rxa4 15,
the Black offensive looked less in-
rimidating, as the ¢1-Rook was pro-
tected. Suetin continued 21. c4, and
after 21... f4 (if the Knight retreated,
then 22. ¢5! would win) a “hand-
to-hand skirmish” started. Fallow-
ing a number of mutual mistakes, it
terminated in a draw on the 86th
move.

Stein was about 1o follow the steps
of the Suetin—Geller game, when sud-
denly, to his disappointment, he dis-
covered a nuance that had been
missed during his preparation: 18.
Qf1 Qh3 19. a4 Bh3!, and the black
Bishop chases the whire Queen.
Could that be an immediate draw!
It rook Stein a long time to figure
our this puszle, In the long run, he
found a way of switching to the po-
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sition from the Suetin—Geller game
through a transposition of moves.
18. a4 bxa4.

Spassky went on with the line he
had played against Novopashin,

Later on he came to the conclu-
sion that 18... QhS would have been
stronger, and used it in his first game
against Tal (1965). Thereafter Tal
and Gutman thoroughly analyzed
18... {5, trying vo prove thar it gave
Black equal chances.
19. Rxa4 £5 20. Qf11.

Avoiding the fatal 20. {41, Stein
suggested leaving the trail blazed by
Suetin and Geller by means of 20....
(Qh3. For this purpose he prepared
anew move 21. lizing Black's

Buxf4 Qxflt 22, Rxfl Bxf4 23. gxf4
Bh3! with impressive threats.
21. Qxh3 Bxh3.

Here again, 22 gxf4 Rg6t 23. Khl
Bglt 24. Kgl Bedt 25. Kil Bdit
would give Black an obvious edge.
22. Rxa6l.

Atk

i piece sac-

offensive. This could have led to the
following variations favorable for
White:

21... g5 12, Rxaf! gxf4 23. Rxc
fxgd 24. hxagd Bxgd 25. Qi

2[... KhB 22, Nc4! Nxed 13
Naxed;

21... RfeB 211. Rxab Kh8 23, Bxd5
cxd5 24. Qf2 g5 25. fxg5 14 (25...
Bxg3 26. Qugd Rxab 27. B4 with
the idea of 28. Be5!. The advantage
is unclear or perhaps just slightly with
White.) 26, gxf4 hé 27, c4! hxg5 28,
Raxd6 Rxd6 29, fxg5 Qh3 30, cxds.
(Stein's analysis.)

20... f412.

Having sensed something amiss,
Spassky was first to leave the bear-
en path. He envisions a successful
artack on the white King even with-
out the Queens. For example: 21.

rifice resulting from the peculiari-
ties of the position.
22... fxe3 23. Rxe3l.

In the event of 13. fxed Be7 24.
Rxct (or 4. e4 Bg5!) 24... Rxch
5. Bxd5t Re6, White would get a
total of four connected passed pawns
fior a piece, but Black would be left
with two strong Bishops.

23... Rxe3.

Or 23... Nxed 24. Rxc6!; for a
moment Black has an extra Rook and
Bishog, but he has to give everything
back, leaving few pawns.

24. fxed.

Black's position is, all the same,
complicated. White threatens to re-
cover his piece using three methods
(Rxch, Bxd5 and e3-e4). There is
only one defense against these perils.
24... Be7!.
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25. Rxc6.

It i¢ surprising that such a “nat-
ural move” was not the best, A year
afterwards, in the game Parma—
Spassky (Match Yugoslavia—LISSR,
Vmjaka-Banja, 1965) 5. e4! Bg5 26.
exd5 Bxdl 27. dxc6t Kh8 28. Ral
g6 19. Bd5 was played, and with four
pawns for a piece White obtained
better chances, After 29... Bed 30.
Khi Rf2 31.¢7 Rxb2 32. Rel, Black
had to play 32... Bxd4 giving back
the piece because of the threar 33.
cB=0t.

The game p ded with 33.

An attempt to preserve the piece
would cost him dearly.

27... Bxe3t 28. Kh1 Bxg2t 29.
Kxg2 Bxd2 30. b4 g5!l.

Not only making “luft” for the
King but also intending to play g5-
g4 and Bd2-e3 with the threat of mate
in three.

31. g4,

31. h3 would have been more
simple, compelling Black to force a
draw: 31... Bed and 32... Rf21 with
perpetual check.

31... Bel.

Spassky makes the last artempt to
play for a win. If 32. b5, then 32...
Rf2t 33. Kgl Rb2 34. Kfl Bd2 35.
c4 Bf4! and now his King can ap-
proach the center.
32.d5L

At this moment Stein offered a
draw. There was an opinion in the
media that even here Black main-
tained 2 better chance of success by
C 32... Rd8 33. d6 Bd2 or

cxd4? Re2!, and Spassky managed
to make a draw minus a pawn. In-
stead, Parma could have forced a win
by 33. g#! Bxg4 34, cxd4 Rel 35.
ReT Bh3 36. Kgl Rd2 37. Bet!.
After that game the move 18...
bxa4 was put away for good.
25... Bg5! 26. Bxd5t Kh&.
“An amazing position,” |. Bondar-
evsky wrote., “White has four extra
pawns but cannot keep his advan-

tage.
27. Bg2!.
Stein sounded the retreat in time.
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33, R Bd2 34. Kﬂ Bi4. Sill in all,
the three white connected passed
pawns also present a serious consid-
eration, and Spassky wisely refused
*to rock the boat.”

H-Y.

Both rivals were visibly upset with
the sporting result of the game. Each
of them believed that he had been
too modestly rewarded for the efforts
exerted in this battle. The real prize
was awarded at the end of the tour-
nament when it turned out that each
of them, together with David Bron-
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stein, became the holders of the
Interzonal vouchers.

10... Nbd7 11. Nh4.
L1 ¢4 served as the main continu-
ation for a long time. Black could

#21 not find an antidote for it until the
Stein—Gligoric game Gligoric—Petrosian (Los Ange-
Ruey Lapez (C95) les, 1963) which proceeded 11... c6
Intersonal Tourrament 12, ¢5 Q7 13, exdb Brdb 14. Bg5
Amsterdam, 1964 exdd 15, Bxf6 gxf6! 16, Nxd4 N
17. Nf5 Bxf5 and it appeared that

Before this game Stein's si it was impossible to take
in the was not of the weak ‘Blackaltmmdr
34 points out of 8. But, lhc fuilclnh In the seventh round of the Am-
ing convincing victory over the Yu-  sterdam Interzonal tournament, Stein

goslavian grandmaster opened an of-
fective series of five consecutive wins.
As aresult, Stein burst into the top
group.

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5
a6 4. Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 Be7 6.
Rel b5 7. Bb3 dé6 8. ¢3 0-0
9. h3 Nb8.

This paradoxical continuation,
examined as far back as the 1910s
by the original Hungarian chessplayer
Giyula Breyer, was not duly appre-
cinted at once. Only many years later
chessplayers realized that, at least,
it wis not worse than any other move
in the given position, as it was con-
nected with a sound, beneficial plan
of harmonious restructuring. A loss
of two tempi was not <o evident as
White also had to spend time on the
development of his queenside pleces.
10. d4.

The most principled decision.
Afterwards, however, Stein used to
play a more reserved plan—10. d3,
as well.

tried 15. Qxd4 against L. Pachman.
After 15... €5 16. Qe ¢4 17, Bel
ReB 18. Bxf6 Nxf6 19. e5 Bb4 20.
Ne3 BbT he achieved nothing and
the game soon ended in a draw.

Before the game with Gligoric,
Geller and Tal advised Stein to play
the then little known then move 11.
Nh4 which they both analyzed during
a tournament in Havana in 1963,
The speculation that it would come
as a surprise was justified—the Yugo-
slav thoughe over his response for
40 minutes.

11... Nb6.

In the game Simagin—Estrin (Mos-
cow Championship, 1961 ) where the
move 11 Nh4 was first played, Black
bravely accepted the pawn sacrifice,
but before long he was sory—I1...
Nxedq 12, Nf5 Nef6 13. Q3 RbS 14.
Bg5 g6 15, NxeTt QxeT 16. Nd2 Bb7
17. Qud Kg7 18. Qh4 h5 19. Nfl
Qe8 20,74 ¢4 21. 15 and White had
an unrelenting artack.

Later on there was an opinion that
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it would have been stronger to play
12... Ndfé, but here White also had
good chances after 13. NxeTt Qxe?
14. Re2! (worse was 14. Rxed Nxed
15. Bd5 BF5 16. QO Bgt 17. Bxed
exd4!), and by means of Qd1-el, and
if necessary, 2.3 White would re-
capture the pawn with the iniriative.

Gligoric decided that prudence
would be his best bet and refuted the
sacrifice. At the same time he in-
tended to make short work of the
cheeky Knight if it would show up
on 3. Under these circumstances
Whire would acquire the two Bish-
ops. A while later, it was discovered
that White's plans might be opposed
with the following line: 11... Re8 12.
Nf5 Bf8 followed by g7-g6.

12. Nfs.

Efim Geller recommended 12.
dxes dxe5 13, Qf3!, e 13... Nxed
14. N5 Bxf5 15, Qxf5 Nf6 16, Rxe5,
with Whire's initiative.

12... Bxf5 13. exf5 exd4 14.
exd4 d5.

It would have been better to in-
vigorate the g ide by 14... ¢3!

19. g4!.

Stein launched a kingside atrack
which Black found difficult to re-
buff.

19... h6.

A debatable moment. On the one
hand, Black himself created an ob-
ject for the offensive of the advancing
White pawns. On the other hand—
was there anything better! Simagin
and, Nikitin after him, recommended
19... Qb6 having in mind 20. Bxf6
gxfb!, but Geller pointed out that,
after an outwardly active maneuver
of the black King, White could have
quietly responded 20. Be3, and pro-
ceeded with his assault without any
hinds The latter opinion seemed

For example: 15, Ne3 ¢4 16, Bel b4,
and Black seized the d5-square (Pen-
rose—Ungicker, Weit Berlin, 1965).
Or 15, dxe5 dxc5 16. Qxd8 Bxd8
17. Bed ReB, with an equal ending.
15. Ne3 Re8 16. Qf3 6 17.
Bel Bd6 18. Bg5 Nbd7.
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more logical to us.
20. RxeB8T Qxe8 21, Bd2 Qd8
22. Kg2 Qb6l.

This unjustified “stunt” was unani-
mously criticized by the reporters,
Cormect was 22... Nh7! showing no
discomfort in the burdensome neces-
sity of conducting a passive defense.
23, Be3l.

Soon it became clear that the
Black counterartack would be re-
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pelled, and the breakthrough gd-g3
was inevitable.

23... b4 24. Na4 Qd8 25. h4!
Ned!.

When a strategical battle is lost,
it is customary to set tactical traps.
If now 26. Bxed dxed 27, Qxed Qxhd
28. Rhl, intending to feast on the
chepawn, then 28... Nf6!. White did
not take the bair.

26. Rh1 ¢5.

With the same idea of muddying
the water. This pawn sacrifice only
temporarily diverted White from the
main plan,

27. Bxe4 dxe4 28. Qxed Ni6
29. Qf3 cxd4 30. Bxd4 RbS.

Black would like to play 30... Nh7
here, but the retreat of the Knight
from the center would have had grave
consequences afrer 31, Rdl !,

31 g5l

The sword of Damocles that had

been hanging over Black's King po-
sition finally fell.
31... Nh7 32. gxh6 Bf8 33.
Bxg7 Bxg7 34. Qg3 Qd5T 35.
KhZ Qe5 36. Rgl Qxg3t 37.
Rxgd Ni6 38. Rxg7t Kf8.

The realization of the three ex-
tra pawns still presented certain tech-
nical difficulties, as the pawns were
isolated and doubled. Stein found
an exquisite combinative way of
solving the puzzle.

39. Nec5 Rb5.

40. Ne6t!l.

White's pawns will e stronger
than the black Knight.
40... fxeb.

Or 40... KeT 41. h7 Rb& 42. Ng5
Illl{ S0 0n.

41. fxef Nd5.

41... Rf5 would be followed by
42. RfTH with echo-variations: 42....
Kefi 43 h7lor42... KgB43. h7t Khi
44. 70,

42. Kg3 Rb6 43. Rd7! Kg8.

Or 43... Rxeb 47. h7!. Now the

game came down to an easily won
Rook ending.
44. Rxd5 Rxe6 45. b3 Kh7 46.
Ra5 Kxht 47. f4 Kg7 48. Kg4
Re6 39. h5 Kh7 50. Kg5 Kg7
51. f5 Rd6 52. Rc5 Rd2 53.
h6t Kh7 54. Re7t Kg8 55. f6.
1-0.
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#1212,
Stein—Evans
Rucy Lopez (C94)
Interzonal Toumament
Amsterdam, 1964

This game against a well-known

American grandmaster became the
first salvo in a new series of five wins
in rounds 17-21. It is noteworthy how
favorably one successful game af-
fected Stein's emotional character
and his further performance!
1. e4 €5 2. Nf3 Ne6 3. Bb5
ab 4. Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 Be7 6.
Rel b5 7. Bb3 d6 8. ¢3 0-0
9. h3 Nb8 10. d3.

Stein did not dare to repeat the
attack 10. d4 and 11. Nh4 launched
in his previous game against Gligoric.
It was obvious that Evans would have
been well prepared. Therefore Le-
onid chase to play a restrained line
of development, where the center
of gravity switched from the open-
ing to the endgame. According to
Anatoly Karpov, in doing so White
lost a part of his opening advantage
but Evans had to prove it over the

10... 5.

1f in the Breyer variation White
advances the pawn to d4, then Black
takes the ed-pawn under control by
means of BeB-bT. In the event of
d2-d3 there is no need of doing s0
and Black has a wide choice of plans.
As a rule, he strives to push d6-d5,
and White, from his side, prepares
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a proper welcome for the “guest.”

The plan connected with active
play on the queenside involving a6-
a5-a4 also deserved attention. For
instance: 10... Nbd7 11. Nbd2 a5
12. Nfl a4 13. Bel Re8 14. Ngd g6
15. Bhé B8 16. Qd2 Bb7 17. Radl
Qe7 with mutual chances (Vasiu-
kov—Gufeld, 1964).

11. Nbd2.

The attempt to transfer the bartle
to the queenside yielded no resulr:
11. a4 Bb7 12. axb5 axb5 13. Rxa8
Bxa8 14. Nad Qb6 15. Bal Beé 16,
Nel Qal, and in due time Black suc-
cessfully advanced df-d5 (Keres—
Scholl, Amsterdam, 1971).

11... Qe7 12. Be2.

Removing the control of the
d5-square should not have been done
so hastily. If on 12, Ni1, Black would
play 12... ¢4, then after 13. dc4 bxcd
14. Bel Bb7 15. BgS and fallowing
with Nfl-e3-f5, he might get in
trouble.

12... Ne6 13. Ni1 d5 14, Ne3
dxed.

This was an impetuos decision.
Correct was 14... d4!, and Black’s
pasition would not be inferior.

15. dxed.

By a roundabout way, the game
came down to the variation 9... Na3
10. Be2 €5 11.d4 Qe 12, Nbd2 Neb
13. dxe5 dxe 14. Nil, if we give
White a second move in arow—13,
Ne3!, Cerrainly, this extra tempo was
quite useful for White who had al-
ready aimed at the key squares d5
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and 3.
15... Rd&.

Had the white Knight still re-
maireed on {1, Black would have sac-
ceeded in o restnacturing for coun-
tesplay—15,.. Beé 16 Ned Radé! 17,
QeZ cf!, aftex which in a sumber of

Now 15,., Bet ol face  choscs
of 16, Nf5, 16, Nhi, and 16 Ng3.
Having faled s advance o4, Black
found it diffieult o defend his po-
LU

16, Qel gf 17, a4 RbS 18, axb5
axbi 19, Ngs! hé.

20. Ndsl.

A rypical Blow in sich positions,
20... Nxd5 21, exd5 hag5.

I the event of 21... Rad$ 22. Q3
(the weakness of {7 had oy effect)
B 13, Nuced fued 24, Qpdl, Whine
would inatanaly win. Black’s kowes
were alwo unavoidable after 11...
Bugh 1L a,.nu.su duch et
24, Qe BbT 25. Bed
11. dxch Queb 23, de Bb7

24. Qud.

Here 24. Bed could be met with

Copyighted Uaters

25. Rxe’.
The beginning of a total rout,
25... Que7 26, Bags f6 27, Bi4

Raf.
Or 27... Rbeh 28, Pgh Qg7 19,
RaTt,

28. Rxa8 BxaB.

28.... RaaS might have prolonged
the resistance, but would por have
waved the game. For example: 19,
Bixgh Qg7 30, Bed c4 31, Q4! Bel
2. Qed, and the white Queen would
invade the Black camp wirth deci-
sive theeats.

The unprotected Rook on d8, al-
lerwed Whise to corplets the senae
with one tactical stroke.

29. Bugh Qg7 30. Be 4.

30... K8 would be dealt with by
I Q.

31 BITHL

An umorthodo finalé!
M. Kxf7.

3., KiB would ot help Black,
Bocause of 12, BeSt. Placing the King

on the h-file would lose becawse of
the check ac b4,
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32. Qc7t Kgb 33. Qxd8 Be6
34. Bd4 Qf7 35. Qd6. 1-0.

#1213
Stein—Larsen
King's Indian Defense (E62)
Interzonal Toumament
Amsterdam, 1964

With three rounds to go, Bent Lar-
sen, together with Smyslov and
Spassky, were in the lead, Stein and
Mikhail Tal followed at a point be-
hind. The importance of the follow-
ing game was self-cxplanatory.

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. g3 Bg7
4. Bg2 0-0 5. N¢3 d6 6. N3
Bg4.

Bent Larsen, as a rule, often in-
terpreted opening moves with an
original approach. Here again at this
early stage he endeavored to create
an extraordinary situation. Stein was
forced to play an, uncommon for him,
role of a chess fundamentals watcher.
7. h3 Bxf3 8. Bxf3 Qc8 9. B2
c5 10. d5 Na6 11. 0-0 Nc7
12. Bd2!.

In anticipation of the coming
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opening of the b-file, White found

the perfect place for his Bishop.
12...a6 13. a4 b5 14. b3 Rb8
15, Qc2 bxc4l.

Too optimistic. As would soon
become clear, White had the bet-
ter chances in controlling the open
file. The plan involving the preser-
vation of the pawn pressure on the
queenside—15... Qd7, then Rb8-b7
and Rf8-b8, deserved atrention.
16. bxc4 Qf5.

Larsen attempted to simulate ac-
tivity, inviting the opponent 1o o
sharp game. Stein accepted the chal-
lenge because his position had been
built on a sufficiently wound basis.
Of course, there was no need to roll
aver to an endgame: 17. Qxf5 gxf3
18. Rabl Rb4! 19. Rxb4 cxb4 fol-
lowed by a6-a5, and the relocation
of one of the Knights to ¢35,

17. e4 Qe5.

The black Queen defied the dan-
ger, although ar first it seemed it
would not be that difficult to sur-
round and capture it. The fate of the
game, however, was being decided
on the b-file.

18. Rabl.

White simultaneously threatens to
begin an encirclement of the Queen
through 19. Bi4 Qh5 (but not 19...
(Qd4720. Nel—already “mate” to the
Queen) 20. g4 Qb4 21. Bgd Oh6 24.
f4! and so on.

18... Nd7.

Repelling the aforementioned

threat, bur not solving the main prob-
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lem, the neutralization of the open
file. Just one tempo was needed to
occupy the desperately needed out-
post by means of Rb&-b4.

19. a5!.

A typical technical method:
White had not only secured a strong-
hold for the future, but he had also
deprived the black Knight of any
activity. Otherwise, Black could have
successfully sacrificed the Exchange:
19... Rb4 20, Nel a5!.

19... 1511,

Playing into White's hands. A
good piece of advice would be in-
valuable for Black.

20. exf5 Qxf5 21. Ne4 Bd4
22. Bh6 Rfe8 23. Khl.

White was preparing an onslaught
of kingside pawns, and measures
should have been taken against it
23... Bg7 24. Bxg7 Kxg7 25.
f4 Kg8 26. Kh2!.

Stein was unrecognizable in this
game acting in the spirit of the best
positional squeeze. While not deter-
mining the main direcrion of the
offensive, White reserved the pos-
sibilities of playing on both sides.

He also enjoyed yer another idea of
activating the Bishop via hi-h4 and
Bgl-h3. Black's expectations were
reduced to zero,

26... h5 27. h4.

This move served two purposes:
it threatened 28. Bh3 and anticipates,
and also stops, Black's only chance:
27... Rxbl 28, Rxbl h4!.

27... Ni6 28. Nxi6t Qxf6 29.
Qa4!l.

During the game Larsen might
have, more than once, regretted that
in the opening he so easily parted
with his light-squared Bishop!
29... Rxbl 30. Rxbl €5 31.
dxeb e.p. Qxeb 32, Qcb Re?
33. Rb7 Qd7.

In his younger years Stein would
have hardly traded Queens in such
a position. After 34. Qf3 followed
by BgZ-h3 and f4-65 or Qf3-c3, it
would have been so pleasant to prac-
tice hunting the defenseless King!
34. Rb6!.

Simple and reliable.

34. Qxc6 35, Rxc6 Ne8 36.
Bd51 Kf8 37. Rxa6 Re2t 38,
Kgl Ke7 39, Ra7% Kds 40. Rf7
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NeT 41 Bebl, 10,

This game was published in the
ook Chen Oympiad by Y. Averbakh
and B. Turov.

It fearured Seem's comments {ali-
cited hete) in the section *Anno-
tated by Savier
1. e4 €5 2. Nf3 Neb 3. BbS
af 4. Bad Ni6 5. 0.0 BeT 6.
Rel b5 7. Bbd 46 8. ¢} 00
9. h3 Nas 10, Be2 5 11. d4
Qe7 12, Nbd2 B4T.

At thar rime this consimustion was

wery populer smong Yuposlow chens-

13, Nil Riefi.
More precise was 13... Ned.
The b-Knight problem in this
wariation of the Ruy Lope: for Black
s very complicaned. In the Breyer

Knight to go from the rim square 25!
1§ he banded ve c6, Wh A

tranafering the Knaght to b via of
was borm. From bé the Knight was
able 1o conteol the d5-square, and

In the 1950, Y\.ndmlnl\hi
en, beaded by Gligoeis, often em-
ploved this plan of developing the
Bishop to b7, In contrast to the
Breyer sywtem. the Knight gens from
cb to d] noe in ewo moves (Neb-
BE-4T7), bus bn four (Nch-a8-c4-bé-
7). Tormake up foe char, the Knaght
wan able o prevent the sdvance c3-
4, which had served as & scarecsow
for the ... Nbé proponents.

Everinaally, Whire learned 1o take

10d7. So the search fos new apen-
ing weapons began, In this case we
see usch o well-known theoretician
- A Tenm

10 the development of the
uu!T But it did not solve the peob-
letma oo the b-Knight. Therefore the
maneuver NaS-c4-b6 was relacively
betier.

14. b3,

Since the thrust . Nef s still
pousible, Whine decided 1o revrica the
Mmight's sphere of acoivicy right away.
4.

@ bempe with d4-d5. The Knighthad  once.
nothing to do on b7 (save perhaps
that after the exchange on ¢5 and
54, White would alkow him 1o
relocate 1o c5). Thus the idea of

Al thishas d mare than
We sl juse s that the first sig-
nificant White plan with 14, b3 was
applied in game Gieller—Ivkow (Ha-
wana, 1963), and the game went on:

—
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14... g6 15. Bg5 Be6 16, Ne3 Rad8
17.Rel Nh3 18. b4! with White hav-
ing the initiative.

15. Bgs.

Now 16, Ne3 is threatened. That is
why Black tries to trade the Bishops.
15... Nh5.

... Kg7 would not achieve
equality, The game Keres—Zuidema
(Beveruijk, 1964) proceeded 16, Ne3
Be6 17. Qd2 Ng8 18. Bxe7 QueT 19.
dxe5 dxe5 20. NxeS. In Keres's opin-
ion, White could have played even
more forcefully—18, N5t
16. Bxe7 Rxe7 17. Ne3 Nf6.

17... Nf4 was bad in view of 18,
hd followed by g2-g3, and White's
advantage would have been more
apparent.

If 17... N4, then the immediate
18 g3 Nxh3t 19, Kg2 would be pos-
stble, and the threats would include
both 20. Nd5 and 20. Rh1l.

18. Rel.

The menacing 19. b4 was unpleasant
for Black so he withdraws the Knight
well in advance.

18... Nb7.

Despite the absence of weaknesses
in Black's position, it is difficult 1o see
how he could improve his play.

Even to the very end of the game
Black did not succeed in finding a
proper use for the ill-fated b-Knight
which stood idle on b7,

19. b4 c4.

Farced. White seized the center, and
switched operations to the queenside.
20. a4 Rae8.

20... ReeB was better so that the
secomd Rook remained on the queen-
side.

We will add that Black's mistake
might have already been decisive as
it allowed White to take control of
the a-file.

21. axb5 axb5 22. Ral Be6 23.
Ra6 QcB.

Certainly, 23... Nxed was unlikely
as 24. dS Nxc3 25. Qd2 wins a piece.
24. d5 Bd7 25. Nh2 Kg7 26.
Qf3 RIS 27. Real Ng8 28. Qg3
Kh8.

it

29. f4!.

Signalling an attack. Despite the ma-
terial equality, Black's position is ob-
Jectively losi: his pieces are badly placed.

29... exf4 30. Qxf4 Rfe8 31.
Nf3 Kg7 32. Nd4 f5.

A desperate attempt to create com-
plications. White finally performs the
long-awaited incursion on the open a-
file. Althonugh Black gers sufficient com-
pensation for the Jueen, his position
becomes indefensible.

33. RaB QxaB 34, Rxa8 Rxa8
35, exf5 Re5.
Ome more endeavor to indwce com-
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render it harmless withour serious
losses,
24. Nexe4 Bd4t 25. Re3 Nd5!.

I 26. Reel, Stein prepared 26...
Nxe3 27. Rxe3 RiSt 28, Nf3 (28, Bf}
would meet the same response) Bed!
19. Ned Qxh2t with a rout. A ka-
leidoscope of pins!

26. exd5 Rxe2 27, Rxc2 exd5
28. Nfat.

This Knight had no better har-
bor. 28. Ne3 Qf5t or 28. Nd6 Qe5!
would cost White more.

28... Bxf6 29. Nf3.

The game moved into a new stage
where, despite relative material
equality Black enjoyed a consider-
able pasitional advantage, one that
he quickly transformed into a deci-
sive attack.

29... Qf5 30. Rd2 g5 31. Bg2
Bg4 32. Red3 Bd8 33. Rxd5
Bb6t 34. Kf1 Qb1 35. Nel hé
36. Re5 Qal 37. Bd5+ Ki8 38.
Re4 Bf5 39. Rec2 Bhit 40. Bg2
Bg4! 41. Ri2t.

White had ro give away a Rook
since 41. Red (61! was even worse.
41... Baf2. Inafew moves White

resigned. (0-1).

Stein—Klovans
3t USSR Championship
Leningrad, 1963

This game was played in the elev-
enth round, Stein only had 5.5 out
of 10. He had to win! He decided
to risk.

The annotations of M. Tal and
L. Stein came from the magazine
Shakhmaty, =3, 1964 and are itali-
cized.

23, Qxd5!l.

A positional sacrifice of the Queen
for a Rook, a Bishop, and (in pros-
pect) a pawn—more often that was
not a sacrifice but an exchange. In
the given situation Stein had to ke
into consideration the weakness of
his queenside.

23... exd5 24. Rxe7 Bf5 25.
Be5 Re8.

An active defense. 25... Bgb was
also interesting with the idea of trad-
ing the Rooks (Re8). Here, too, pro-
ceedimg with 26. ¢3!, White maintained
a formidable iniriative. The following
curious variations are possible: 26...
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Re8 27. RxeBt BxeB 28. Bxd4 QdS
29. ReS! Bgb 30. Ne3 Bed 31. f3!
Bxf3 32. Nf5 Bed 33. Nxg7 Bgb 34.
Neti Qd7 35. Nf# or 26..,d3 27. Bd4
Qub2 28. Rxg7t Kf8 29. Ree7 Re8
30. Recb7 Quad 31. Rxal Q6 32.
Red7

26. c3L

White secures an active and solid
position for his Bishop.

We will add that the hasty 26.
Rxg7t Ki8! would only play into
Black’s hand—Stein had to take into
account this important detail when
he was giving away his Queen.
26... dxc3 27. bxe3 Redl.

Threatening 28... Rg4, and there-
fore practically forcing White to take
on g7. The tactical “spiciness™ of
Black's defense consisted in the fact
that after 28. Ne3 Red 29. Bd4, there
was the possibility of playing 29...

RxeT! (29... Qxd4? 30. cxdd RxeT  sure

31. Rel or 31 3 and White has a
slight advantage) 30. Bxhé.

28, Rxg7t Ki8 29. Nd2 Rg4
30. Re7 Bedl.

Preventing the mancuver Nd2-£3-
d4. It seemed that the offensive had

40

reached a deadlock.
3. cd4ll.

White is sawing off the bough on
which the Riga master's position was sit-
ting. He does not, though, control the
dS-square, but the white pieces threaten
to imvade the enemy's back rank. Of
course it was difficult w0 asssme that
Black would find the only defense, but
it was discovered during analysis. One
may advise 31. ReB Kf7 32, Bd4 Qh6
33. Re7t KgB 34. Nxed Rxed 35. RbI
Qeb 36. Rbxb7 Relt 37. Kgl Qedt
38. 3 Qe2t 39. Kh3 Qe6T 40. p4
Qh6T 41, Kg3.

31... Rg5.

31... Qa3 31. Bd6 Kgh 33, ReBt
Kf7 34, Bb4 would immediately lose
for Black.
32.¢5 Qa5 33, Bd6t KgB!! 34.
ReZ Qxall.

A decisive blunder in time pres-

Obwiguasly the game would nat have
been over after 34... Qad4, as that
pirnied hopes on a counterattack. Noth-
ing would come out of, for example,
35. Nxe4 dxed 36. Rd2 Qcd 37. Bf#
RdS=. Very beautiful variations ap-
peared after 33, cfi buc6 36, Red. Now
36... Rg7 37. Re8T Kf7 38. 3 QdIt
(38... (Qd4 39. Nf1) 39, Nfl Bd3 40.
Rf8T Kgb 41. Re6t is winning, but
36... QdIt 37. Nfl RfS repels the
threats,

After 35. 6 bxct 36. Nfl, the only
response, 36.... (5!, more than holds
the position.

Certainly, to see all this at the
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board was extremely difficult.
35. Nxe4 dxe4 36. Rxed. 1-0.
Black lost on time.

Stein—Krogius
32nd LSS Championship
Kiev, 1964

In this mutually sharp situation
it is difficult o give preference to
either side. White could not play 27.
Nxgd in view of 27... Red!, and if
28. Buds, then 28... Bxg5!. Having
weighed all pros and cons, White
found a tactical operation that posed
the most complicated problems for
Krogius.

Stein’s comments are from the maga-
zine Chess #6, 1965 are in italics.
27. Nd6t! Bxd6 28. Qxg5!.
Black, temporarily, was up a piece
but, a Rook, a Bishop and, the main
thing, the f7-square were under at-
rack. Mareover, Black was in rime
trouble.
28... Bf8.
After 28... Rf4 29. Rxf4 Nxf4 30.
Rxdt Nxg2 White would declare a
perperual check: 31. Qg8 Ke7 32.

Qg5t, yer seill... Black should have
accepted that variation.
29. Qxh4 b3l

This move lases immediately, 29...
Neit 30, Kal Nxdl was also bad
because of 31. (QhS!.
30. cxb3 axb3 31. Qh7.

31. QhS! Would have been even

stronger.
31... £5 32. Bxd5 exd5 33.
Qg6 KeT 34, Qf6T Ke8 35.
ebl. 1-0.

Stein—Padevsky
Match Ukraine—Bulgaria
Sofia, 1965

This position was created after the
Bulgarian grandmaster picked up the
white e4-pawn, having no fear of the
response 27. dxed.

Suddenly an “intermediare sacri-
fice” was offered.

27. Rxf6! Qxf6.

The black King would suffer a
beautiful mate after 27... Rxf6 28,
Qe8t RS 19. Bxf8 Qb7 30. Qef!
Qcb 31, Que5tl.

28. QeBt RIS 29. Bxf8 Qc6
30. Qd8 Kgs 31. Bd6t!.
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The choice of the place was de-
rermined by the need to win the e6-
square for the Queen. Here the Bich-
ops of opposite color were making
White's attack easier, but to carry
it out still required a deft touch.
31... KfT 32. Qe7t Kgb 33.
Qe6t Kg7 34. Que5T Kgb 35.
h4!.

The threat was 36. h5t Kf7 (or
36... Khé 37. BiBe!) 37, Qe7t and
mate on the next move. The black
Queen was forced ro relinguish its
control over e4.

35... Qd7 36. dxe4.

Finally White was able to make
this long-awaited move. With two
extra pawns and the artack, he won
quickly.

36... c4 37, Be7

A mate is: 37, h3t! Ki7 38, Qf4t
Qf5 39. Qui5t KeB 40. Qf81 Kd7
etc.

37... Qc6 38. Qf5T Kg7 39.
QIS8T Kgb 40. Qg8t. 1-0.

Mate was

Upon sacrificing the d6 and e6
pavns, Black forced a mating artack.
27... Qd8! 28. Qxd6 Qg5 29.
Bf1 Nxf3 30, Rxe6 RA7!%. 0-1.

A decoy combination: 31. Qxd7
Ng3t! 32. hxg3 QhSel.

Stein—Bronstein

$4th USSR, Champiaship
Thilis, 196667

Black had an extra pawn, but his
forces lacked interaction, and the
queenside was underdeveloped and
weakened. Stein subtly exploited his
chances in this, far from being simple,

Ustinov—Stein
VI USSR, Trade Unions Sparkiad
Moscow, 1963
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21. Rd1l.

White was in no hurry to regain
the pawn, and was gradually inten-
sifying his pressure. Stein's comments
are from the magarine Chess 7, 1967
and are in iralics.

21... Nd5 22. Ne5 Bxh3.

In all the preceding play Black spent
a lot of time, and he had literally 2.3
minutes for the subsequent seventeen
moves. To find a good move in the given
situation was quite a challenge. Despite
the absence of a paun, White was better.
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22... Rg3 deserved attention. After the
move in the game, White's extra piece
acquired a special significance, and he
succeeded in achieving victory in the
shortest way possible.

23. gxh3 Rxh3 24. Nxc6!.

Apparently, Bronstein miscalcu-
lated in time pressure, pinning his
hopes on 24... Ne3 15. Re3 Rgdt!.
However, White could play stron-
ger: 25, NxeS Nxc2 26. Rd7 Kg8 27.
Bed, and although the material equi-
libtium had been restored (a Rook
and two pawns for two pieces), White
had a decisive artack. It was not nuled
out that had Black counted on 24...
Naxc6 25, Rxd5 Nb4! but, Stein saw
deeper.
24... Nxcb 25. Nd71L

It turned out that 25... Ke7 26.
Raxct Kxd7 was followed by 27. Re5,
and the extra piece would be retained.

5... Kg8 26. Rxc6 Nb4 27.
Re? Nxal.

Just in case, Black decided to pick
up yet another pawn. However, White's
forces decide the game in his favor, since
the adversary's Knight would nat have
time to arrive at the key square of the
board,

18. Be4 Nb4 29. Ne5 h6 30,
Bxf7t Kh8 31. Rdel.

31. Rxa7 was also possible, but ar
the given moment that did not have any

significance.
31... Rg3t 32. Kh2. 1-0.

Stein—Hartoch
Asmuterdam, 1969

White could not procrastinare, as
36... Bxg3 was impending. If he lost
a tempo protecting this pawn (ler's
say, by means of 36. Qf2), then Black
would be able to assume a counter
offensive after 36... Na6 37. R5cl
(118
36. Rxe5!.

A prologue of a ten-move com-
bination, forcing mate if Black does
not buy himself out with heavy ma-
terial losses.

36... Qxe5.

After 36... fxe5 37, Qg5t, Black
would ger mated even sooner,

37. Re5 Qd6 38. 5! QdB 39.
exfot Kis.

39... Qxi6 would be followed by
40. Qf4! with a double attack—on
7 and d4. If 39... Kxf6!, then 40.
Qgde!.

40. Qf4 Nab 41. Bxd4!l.

The second sacrifice of the Ex-
change in addition to winning a
tempo. The final part of the game
illustrated the advantage of the two

Bishops over the two Rooks.
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Openings Index

(Game Numbers)
Benoni Defense 19,51
Caro-Kann Defense 3,33, 46
Catalan 55
Dutch Defense 2
............ 18, 39, 50, 52, 54, 58
French Defense 8,42,43,53
Grinfelds Defense 19, 48
King's Indian Artack 7.11,38
King's Indian Defense .. 1, 6, 16, 23, 32, 40, 59, 60 (Korchnoi pg. 94)
Nimzo-Indian Defense 1
Petroff's Defense 5
Queen’s Gambir 14,25, 56
Ruy Lopez.eees 9, 10, 17, 20, 21, 22, 24, 16, 28, 34, 36, 41. 44, 49
Sicilian Defense 4, 12,15, 15, 30, 31, 35, 37. 45, 47. 57. 61
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Players Index
{Game Numbers: Bold Print indicates Stein had Black)
Averbakh.Y 50 M i

Birbrager,] 3
B kM

Ljubojevic, Lo — 51,60

Mentioned in text, endings, or separately (page #):

Bromstein .

Lazarev....

Giplis .
Golesev

Hartoch
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