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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The course ‘Legal Profession and Ethics’ will provide awareness and understanding of the meaning and requirements of ethical conduct of legal professionals in the administration of the law, the contribution ethical professional conduct of officials can make to the realization of the rule of law, and the practical ways of achieving these aims. The course explores the meaning and nature of legal profession, the concept of profession, ethics, professional ethics and the ethics of legal profession. It discusses the basic civil values such as impartiality, independence, competence and diligence, confidentiality, & conflict of interests & analyzes the federal & regional states code of conduct of advocates, prosecutors and judges.

COURSE OBJECTIVES     
General Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Analyze the rules that govern legal professionals to distinguish ethical and unethical conduct

· Determine liabilities of legal professionals for violating the code of conduct of legal professionals

· Make basic civil values like impartiality their personal conviction

2.2. Specific Objectives 

 Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Discuss constitutional principles underlying code of professional ethics

· Understand the nature of legal profession by defining and distinguishing it from other occupations

· Discuss the basic principles on moral philosophy (ethics)
· Explain the purposes and functions of ethics of the legal profession
· Enumerate confidential information

· Distinguish ethics and professional ethics

· Discuss the duty of legal professionals to be independent, impartial, competent and diligent

· Discuss ethical dilemmas like corruption, impartiality, etc. which may encounter legal professionals

· Solve ethical disputes related to the legal  profession;

· Advise clients on legal profession and ethics;

· Draft model rules of conduct for lawyers;

· Apply ethical rules (codes of conduct) and principles to practical cases;

· Condemn anti-social ethical practices in general, particularly, corruption, fraud etc. 

METHODS OF DELIVERY

The principal method to be used is a mixture of discussion and lecture.  Cases (both real and hypothetical) are used as in puts for class room discussions. Course delivery is primarily learner centered that requires prior reading of the reference materials, active participation in pair work and small group discussions following introductory lectures. In addition, the following teaching methods are employed: Problem-solving; Role-playing; Simulation; Presentation; Independent activity, and Project work.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Attendance is mandatory. No student whose attendance is less than 80% shall sit for final exam, but 100% attendance should be the aim of students. Once the formal class has been commenced, students are expected to keep the decency and decorum of the institution. Coming late to the class is forbidden as that consumes the time of other students and instructor. In case the instructor is unable to conduct a class for reasons beyond his/her control, students are to be given prior notice, and make-up classes will be arranged.
METHODS OF STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT 

The mode of assessment shall be in line with the mode of delivery. As mixed approach is preferred, all evaluation methods that fit the teaching and learning process may be applicable. However, the weight of points for students’ involvement such as regular class attendance, continuous class participation, project work and exams (midterm and final) will be given significant share of the total mark. 

· Assignment……………………. ……..……..40% 

· Attendance ……………………………………5%

· Participation………………………………......5%

· Final-exam……………………………………50%

Chapter I: Introduction Legal Profession and Ethics

      1.1 Historical background

      1.2 The concept of ethics, professional ethics and legal ethics

      1.3 Moral issues and moral dilemmas

      1.4 The philosophy and nature of moral obligations

            1.4.1 Utilitarianism

            1.4.2 The golden rule

            1.4.3 Categorical imperatives

Chapter II: Legal Profession

2.1 Meaning and Nature of Legal Profession       

2.2 Admission to the legal profession

2.3 Constitutional right to exercise legal profession

2.4 Dissatisfaction with Legal Profession

2.5 Bar Associations and their role in Legal Profession

2.6 Unauthorized Practice in Legal Profession

Chapter III: Judicial ethics

      3.1 Introduction

      3.2 Basic ethical requirements of judges in judicial activities

3.2.1 Independence

3.2.2 Independence Vis-à-vis Accountability

3.2.3 Impartiality

3.2.4 Competence and Diligence

3.2.5 Equality

3.2.6 Civility among Judges

      3.3 Ethical requirements of judges in extra-judicial activities

      3.4 Appointment, Withdrawal, transfer, promotion and Removal of Judges

      3.5 Factors that influence ethical requirement of judges

      3.6 Liability (responsibility) for breach of rules of conduct
Chapter IV: Advocates’ ethics

      4.1 Introduction

      4.2 Ethical requirements of advocates in relation to their clients

           4.2.1 Diligent and competent representation

           4.2.2 Conflicts of interest

           4.2.3 Confidentiality

           4.2.4 Contract of advocacy

      4.3 Ethical requirements of advocates in relation to courts

      4.4 Ethical requirements of advocates in relation to the opponent

      4.5 Ethical requirements of advocates in relation to colleagues

      4.6 Ethical requirements of advocates in relation to the country/community/

      4.7 Ethical requirements of advocates in non-professional subsidiary activities 

      4.8 Other ethical requirements

      4.9 Liability (responsibility) for breach of rules of conduct

Chapter V: Ethical requirements of public prosecutors and others

5.1. Ethical Requirements of Public Prosecutor

       5.1.1   Introduction

       5.1.2   In relation to the accused/suspect/

       5.1.3   In relation to the public

       5.1.4   In relation to the police

       5.1.5   In relation to the court 

       5.1.6 Conflict of Interest and subsidiary activities

       5.1.7   Other Ethical Requirements

5.2 Ethical duties of paralegals, and others 

5.3. Liability (responsibility) for Breach of Rules of Conduct 
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