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Special
sess10n
looking
beyond
Trump

Meeting to brace for
president-elect, some
in the new Legislature
raise economic issues.

BY MACKENZIE MAYS

SACRAMENTO — Cali-
fornia lawmakers met at the
state Capitol on Monday to
devise a plan to shield the
state from President-elect
Donald Trump’s conserva-
tive policies, including his
vows to repeal environmen-
tal protections and initiate
mass deportations.

The goal of the special
legislative session called by
Gov. Gavin Newsom is to es-
tablish a $25-million fund for
legal challenges to federal
polices that the governor
said could “harm the state,”
including when it comes to
civil rights, abortion access
and immigration.

But with Trump’s up-
coming return as president,
the politics of leading the re-
sistance are trickier as
Democrats assess how they
lost the White House and
grapple with why support
for Trump in California in-
creased after the 2020 elec-
tion despite his felony con-
victions, pattern of lies and
role in the insurrection at
the U.S. Capitol after hisloss
to President Biden.

Legislative leaders
under pressure to prove that
the special session is more
thanjust political theater, as
alleged by some Republi-
cans — tried to balance their
concerns about a second
Trump term with state is-
sues important to constitu-
ents, such as the rising cost
ofliving.

As the Legislature wel-
comed 35 new members —
including a record number
of women — Democrats,
who maintain a super-
majority, said the legal
preparation was a necessary
precaution.

During Trump’s first
term as president, California
filed more than 100 lawsuits
against the federal govern-
ment, winning protections
for undocumented people
who came to the U.S. as chil-
dren and securing clean air
rules.

“If Washington, D.C,, re-
fuses to tackle climate
change in the coming four
years, mark my word that
California will continue to
lead as we always have,”
Senate President Pro Tem
Mike McGuire (D-Healds-
burg) said on the chamber’s
floor Monday. “Because here
inthe Golden State, we fight
to lift up every person, no
matter your background, no
matter your skin color, who
you are, who you love and
how you identify.”

As lawmakers intro-
duced bills that tighten up
abortion rights and further
affirm California as the
Trump antithesis, Califor-
nia leaders were more tem-
pered in their messaging
and put their focus on bipar-
tisan pocketbook issues.

“Our constituents don’t
feel that the state of Califor-
nia is working for them,” As-
sembly Speaker Robert Ri-
vas (D-Hollister) said Mon-
day, pointing to last month’s
election, in which voters re-
jected progressive-backed
measures and revoked crim-
inal justice reform laws.

Rivas reduced the num-
ber of bills allowed to be in-
troduced, and requested
that all proposals focus on
“affordability and prosper-

[See Legislature, A9]
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FORMER Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger swears in Nathan Hochman as L.A. County district attorney. At right
is Hochman’s wife, Vivienne Vella. Hochman won on a promise of a “hard middle” approach to fighting crime.

For Hunter Biden, pardon presents
yet another opportunity for a reset

In his next act, the recovering addict
wants to help ‘those who are still sick’

By Matt Hamilton and Stacy Perman

Hunter Biden was in an increasingly
perilous position.

After Donald Trump defeated Ka-
mala Harris in the presidential election,
it was clear that some of his most vocif-
erous critics were poised to assume
power and carry out the promise of retri-
bution for Trump’s enemies.

Biden was also set to be sentenced to
months, and potentially years, in prison
after he was convicted of illegally pur-
chasing ahandgun and pleaded guilty to
tax crimes.

Within his circle and the broader Bid-
en family orbit, there were growing fears
that his status as a political and legal
target would only become more acute. A
white paper penned by his lawyers and
circulated over the long Thanksgiving
weekend outlined the risks and the
grave threats he faced.

But on Sunday night, the clouds
lifted. Inreceiving the pardon that his fa-
ther, President Biden, had repeatedly

said he would never grant, the younger
Biden was now free of all those criminal
entanglements. With the stroke ofa pen,

the president had given his son expan-
sive immunity for 11 years of conduct, for
any and all federal offenses.

ERrIc THAYER Associated Press
HUNTER BIDEN, who was convicted of gun and tax crimes, was
granted expansive immunity by his father, President Biden.

The pardon came at a deep price for
his father, who was roundly criticized by
Democrats and Republicans alike.

[See Pardon, AG]
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MAJOR
SHIFTS
AS DA.
TAKES

OFFICE

Nathan Hochman is
sworn in and quickly
reverses many of his
predecessor’s policies.

By JAMES QUEALLY

Flanked by one of the
city’s most famous action
heroes, Nathan Hochman
began his term as Los Ange-
les County district attorney
Tuesday by promising to re-
storejustice and balancetoa
prosecutor’s office he be-
lieves lost its way over the
last four years.

Hochman, 61, was sworn
in by former California Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger in
front of hundreds of enthusi-
astic supporters as the “Ter-
minator” star dramatically
announced “the city of Los
Angeles is now going to be
back.”

Hochman —aformerfed-
eral prosecutor — kicked off
his administration by im-
mediately wiping away
many of the policies ex-Dist.
Atty. George Gascon put in
place on his inauguration
day nearly four years ago.

The Gascon policies he
instantly struck down in-
cluded blanket bans that
stopped prosecutors from
seeking the death penalty
and filing charges for low-
level misdemeanors such as
drug possession and tres-
passing. Hochman also
eliminated restrictions on
the use of sentencing en-
hancements that can add
years to prison terms for
gang and gun crimes and de-
creed that prosecutors can
again join victims at parole
hearings, a Gascén policy
that had long outraged vic-
tims’ rights groups.

Much like Schwarzeneg-
ger, who has expressed con-
cern about politics that hurt
public safety and said he
doesn’t “like either party
right now,” Hochman ran as
an independent and cen-

[See Hochman, A12]

South Korea president briefly declares martial law

Scandal-tainted leader
backs down in his
fight with legislators
amid street protests.

By Max KiMm

SEOUL — South Korean
President Yoon Suk-yeol de-
clared emergency martial
law late Tuesday before
backing down, temporarily
placing the military in con-
trol of all government and ju-
dicial functions in a power
grabthat came aftermonths
of political stalemate. The
hours of crisis and chaos
have thrown the future of his
presidency into doubt.

Asthemilitary and police
sought to contain protesters
who had poured into the
streets around the National
Assembly, the president an-
nounced he would lift the or-

AHN YOUNG-JOON Associated Press

PROTESTERS GATHER in front of the National Assembly in Seoul to demand
that President Yoon Suk-yeol resign. His approval ratings have sunk recently.

der as soon as he could con-
vene his Cabinet, heeding a
defiant vote from the oppo-
sition-led legislature. The
Cabinet met before dawn
Wednesday, according to
South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency, as protesters
chanted for Yoon’s impeach-
ment.

It remained unclear what
immediately precipitated
Yoon’s decree — the first
time martial law has been
declared in South Korea
since 1980, when a military
juntaruled the country.

In a televised address to
the nation announcing his
declaration of martial law,
Yoon called the legislature a
“den of criminals” engaged
in “legislative tyranny” and
“anti-state activities.”

“Honorable citizens, as
president, I appeal to you
with a feeling of spitting
blood,” he said.

[See South Korea, A4]
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GOP and Musk unveil threat to Social Security

MICHAEL HILTZIK

You may
have been
tempted to
believe
Donald
Trump when
he swore,
along with
some of his
Republican
colleagues, to protect Social
Security. If so, the joke may
be onyou.

That concern emerged
Monday when Rep. Mike
Lee (R-Utah) uncorked a
tweet thread on X1abeling
Social Security “a classic
bait and switch” and “an
outdated, mismanaged
system.”

Twenty-three minutes
after Lee posted the first of
his tweets, it was retweeted
by Elon Musk, who has been
vested by Trump with a
portfolio to root out ineffi-
ciencies in the government.
Musk led his retweet with
the comment “interesting
thread”; ifthat wasn’t an
explicit endorsement, it
matched his way of amplify-
ing others’ tweets, tending
to give them credibility
within the Musk-iverse.

Lee’s tweet thread, along
with Musk’s apparent con-
currence, serves as an out-
line of the arguments the
GOP may use to undermine
faith in Social Security, the
better to soften it up for
“reforms” that will translate
into costs imposed on retir-
ees, disabled workers and
their dependents.

Irecently reported on all
the ways that Trump could
quietly or secretly under-
mine his pledge to protect
Social Security. Lee’s thread
and Musk’s apparent en-
dorsement are different —
they amount to a frontal
attack on the program.

While delving into Lee’s
screed, we should keep in
mind that he’s aleader of
the cabal with the knives
out for Social Security. As
I've reported, during his
first successful Senate
campaign in 2010, he un-
apologetically declared, “It
will be my objective to phase
out Social Security, to pull it
out by the roots.”

Lee said that was why he
was running for the Senate,
and added, “Medicare and
Medicaid are of the same
sort. They need to be pulled
up.”

So here he is, right out of
the box.

Lee’s attack has four
basic components. Oneis to
bemoan the fact that Social
Security is funded mostly by
atax, which he asserts the
government can use for any

purpose — not necessarily
to coverretirement and
disability benefits.

Anotheris to point out
that the program’s reserves
aren’t stored in individual
accounts with workers’
names on them, but col-
lected in “a huge account
called the ‘Social Security
Trust Fund.” ”

A thirdis to claimthat
“the government routinely
raids this fund. ... They take
‘your money’ ” and use it for
whatever the current Con-
gress deems ‘necessary.’”

And afourthisto com-
plain that the trust fund is
mismanaged: “Ifyou had
put the same amount into
literally ANYTHING else —
amutual fund, real estate,
even a savings account —
you’d be better off by the
time you reached retire-
ment age, even if the govern-
ment kept some ofit!” He
states: “Your ‘investment’ in
Social Security can give you
areturnlower than infla-
tion.”

None of these is anew
argument — they’ve been
swirling around the conser-
vative and Republican fever
swamp like a miasma for
decades. They’ve been
consistently refuted and
debunked. Lee can’t be
unaware of that. Some of his
arguments have a tiny
nugget of truth at their
center, but in his hands are
twisted and manipulated
out ofrecognition. Conse-
quently, we can label his
claims for what they are:
Lies.

Let’s examine them one
by one. (Iasked Leeviaa
message at his office to
justify his tweets, but
haven’t heard back.)

Yes, Social Security is
funded by taxes. So what?
Lee’s salary as a senatoris
funded by taxes too. Does
that makeitillegitimate?
It’strue that once ataxis
collected Congress can
decide to spend it howeverit
wishes. But it’s also true
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J ScoTT APPLEWHITE Associated Press
REPUBLICAN Sen. Mike Lee of Utah is continuing
his attack on Social Security, egged on by Elon Musk.

that the payroll tax was
enacted jointly with the
provisions of the Social
Security Act that desig-
nated the revenue for Social
Security benefits.

As Supreme Court Jus-
tice Benjamin Cardozo
observed in 1937, writing for
the majority in a 7-2 opinion
upholding the constitu-
tionality of Social Security,
it was clear that Congress
intended the payroll tax to
fund the benefits, for law-
makers “would have been
unwilling to pass one with-
out the other.”

It’s proper to note here
that no one has ever pro-
posed diverting Social
Security revenues for any
other purpose without
recompense — except Re-
publicans such as Lee.
George W. Bush proposed
converting Social Security
into private accounts, which
would have been tanta-
mount to such a diversion —
and a gift to Wall Street
money managers eager to
get their hands on the pro-
gram’s trillions of dollars.

But Bush’s 2005 privati-
zation plan was stillborn
and he quickly abandoned
it.

It’s also true that the
program’s revenues aren’t
stored in individual ac-
counts but in the trust fund.

That’s right and proper:
Social Security is a shared
benefit; no one can know in
advance what any worker’s
benefits will be. They’re
pegged to career earnings,
but low-income workers get
higher benefits relative to
wages than higher-income
workers. They’re also re-
lated to a worker’s personal
and family situation —
spouses, dependents,
health and so on.

It also makes sense to
invest the program’s reve-
nues in a shared account,
because large investments
tend to perform better over
time than those under the
control of individuals, not
least because that min-
imizes transaction costs.

That brings us to the
notion that the government
“routinely raids” the trust
funds (there are two, actu-
ally — one to cover old-age
benefits and the other to
cover disability payments —
but they’re generally
treated as a single com-
bined fund). The trust funds
currently hold about $2.8
trillion in assets, all invested
in U.S. Treasury securities.

Holding a T-bond, as
anyone with the slightest
knowledge of government
fiscal policy is aware, means
the bondholder haslent the
money to the government,
which can use it for any
purpose Congress chooses
and which must pay interest
onthebond. Overthe years,
the government has used
the money to build roads
and other infrastructure
and provide services. Using
the borrowed money for
these purposes allows the
government to do so with-
out raising income taxes,
which would hit the wealthy
harder than middle- or
low-income Americans.

Lee should ask his well-
heeled patronsifthey’d
prefer to pay higher taxes
because the government
couldn’t borrow from the
Social Security reserves.

Anyone have any doubts
about how they’d answer?
Me neither.

In any event, the finan-
cial transactions related to
the buying and redemption
of the program’s Treasury
holdings are fully disclosed
every year by the program
trustees in their annual
report.

What about Lee’s as-
sertion that investing in
“ANYTHING else —amu-
tual fund, real estate, even a
savings account,” would
make you “better off by the
time you reached retire-
ment age.” This statement
is as solid a compendium of
financial ignorance as one
might wish, even coming
froma U.S. senator.

To begin with, if Lee
thinks the Social Security
trust fund should be in-
vested in something other
than Treasurys, he can take
that up with his colleagues
on Capitol Hill. They’re the
ones who have mandated,
by law, that the trust fund
can be invested only in
Treasurys. Over the years,
proposals to widen the
portfolio have been raised
and abandoned, for several
reasons. Some were con-
cerned about the potential
conflicts of interest inherent
in a government program
investing in the stock mar-
Kket; others that the returns
from market investments
are too volatile.

Savings accounts? Is Lee
kidding? The rate on sav-
ings accounts offered to the
average customer of Bank of
America, to choose a com-
mercial bank at random, is
0.01% a year. As I write, a
10-year Treasury bond
yields about 4.2% annually.

AsforLee’s assertion
that “Social Security can
give you areturn lower than
inflation,” the fact is that
Social Security benefits are
adjusted for inflation every
year. They’re also lifetime
benefits. Try to find an
annuity plan that pays

inflation-adjusted benefits
for the life of the annuity
holder and his or her spouse
— for all but the richest
people, it would be unaf-
fordable or at least uneco-
nomical.

Lee alsoreveals a funda-
mental misunderstanding
about Social Security as a
program. It’'snot just a
retirement program, but a
combined retirement and
insurance program.

Disabled workers — and
their dependents — are
entitled to benefits well
beyond their contributions;
the families of workers who
die before retirement age
receive benefits that include
payments for children
through age 17 — through
age 18 ifthey’re in school. If
those benefits were based
on the balances in a work-
er’s individual account, then
payouts for families of those
who have suffered untimely
deaths could amount toa
pittance, running out while
still needing help.

Lee concludes by urging
his followers to “acknowl-
edge the truth: Social Secu-
rity as it now existsisn’t a
retirement plan; it’s a tax
plan with retirement ben-
efits as an afterthought.”
This is an outright false-
hood. Asit now exists, So-
cial Securityisn’t just a
retirement plan but a disa-
bility program. It’s funded
by taxes, but to call retire-
ment benefits “an after-
thought” is so wrong it’s
frightening.

What should we think
about all this? Lee is amem-
ber of the Senate majority;
his proposals could be areal
threat to the program. The
fact that they garnered an
“attaboy” from Elon Musk
should be their death knell.
Let’shope so.

Hiltzik writes a blog on
latimes.com. Follow him on
Facebook or on X, formerly
Twitter, @hiltzikm or email
michael.hiltzik@latimes.com.

Biden visits Angola to strengthen Africa ties

President promotes
rail investment,
working to counter
China’s sway. He also
tours slavery museum.

By WiLL WEISSERT

LUANDA, Angola —
Speaking of “our nation’s
original sin,” President Bid-
en on Tuesday toured a slav-
ery museum in Angola and
inspected shackles and a
whip but also addressed Af-
rica’s future, saying that Af-
ricans will make up 1 in 4
people by 2050 and that the
world’s fate rests in their
hands.

Biden’s visit, the first to
AngolabyaU.S.president, is
meant to promote billions of
dollars of commitments to
the sub-Saharan African na-
tion for what he called the
largest U.S. rail investment
overseas ever.

“The United States is all
in on Africa,” Biden earlier
Tuesday told Angolan Presi-
dent Jodo Lourenco, who
called Biden’s visit a key
turning point in U.S.-Angola
relations dating to the Cold
War.

The trip was meant to
counter China’s influence on
the continent of more than
14 billion people by showcas-
ing a U.S. commitment of $3
billion for the Lobito Corri-
dor railway redevelopment
linking Zambia, Congo and
Angola. China, meanwhile,
announced its own move.

The corridor across
southern Africa is meant to
make it easier to move raw
materials for export and ad-
vance the U.S. presence in a
region rich in crucial miner-
als used in batteries for elec-
tric vehicles, electronic de-
vices and clean energy tech-
nologies.

China already has heavy
investments in mining and
processing African miner-
als, and on Tuesday it an-
nounced it is banning ex-
ports to the United States of
gallium, germanium, anti-
mony and other high-tech
materials. It came a day af-
ter the U.S. expanded its list
of Chinese technology com-
panies subject to controls.

The U.S. for years has
built relations in Africa
through trade, security and
humanitarian aid. The 800-
mile railway upgrade is dif-

ANDREW CABALLERO-REYNOLDS AFP/Getty Images

g

ANGOLAN PRESIDENT Jodo Lourenco welcomes President Biden to the presi-
dential palace in Luanda. Biden’s trip to Angola is the first by a U.S. president.

ferent, with shades of Chi-
na’s Belt and Road infra-
structure strategy in Africa
and other parts of the world.

Biden will visit the coast-
al city of Lobito on Wednes-
day for a look at the corri-
dor’s Atlantic Ocean outlet.
The project also has drawn
financing from the Europe-
an Union, the Group of 7
leading industrialized na-
tions, a Western-led private
consortium and African
banks.

It was unclear how much
of the U.S. commitments
had been delivered and how
much will depend on the in-
coming Trump administra-
tion.

White House national se-
curity spokesperson John F.
Kirby said the corridor’s
completion is “going to take
years.” That means much of
it may fall to Donald Trump,
who takes office Jan. 20.

Asked whether the proj-
ect could proceed without
support of Trump and his
administration, Kirby said
the Biden administration
hopes “that they see the val-
ue too, that they see how it
will help drive a more secure,
more prosperous, more eco-
nomically stable continent.”

Kirby also said the corri-
dor was about more than
simply trying to outpace
Beijing.

“We’re not asking coun-
tries to choose between us
and Russia and China. We’re
simply looking for reliable,
sustainable, verifiable in-
vestment opportunities that
the people of Angola and the
people of the continent can
rely on,” he said.

One Angolan, 19-year-old

Ladislau Ngola, called Bid-
en’s visit “very important for
our country, as the Lobito
Corridor will create lots of
jobs for young people.” An-
other resident, Juliao Ol-
iveira, said “Africa in gen-
eral” would benefit too.

The rainy streets of the
capital, Luanda, had a heavy
presence of soldiers but few
civilians — a striking change
from Biden’s arrival Mon-
day, when cheering onlook-
ers lined his route. Author-
ities on Tuesday encouraged
people to stay home to clear
traffic. As the motorcade
passed through outer neigh-
borhoods, crowds waved
from rooftops or intersec-
tions.

Biden and Lourenco
briefly addressed reporters
before a closed-door meet-
ing. Bidenignored questions
about his decision to issue a
pardon for his son.

He also told Lourenco
while pledgingtouse the trip
tolisten: “We don’t think, be-
cause we’re bigger and more
powerful, that we’re smart-
er. We don’t think we have all
the answers.”

Angola’s president said
he’d like to see a public-pri-
vate partnership to increase
energy production. He
praised Biden’s “vision and
leadership” on the Lobito
Corridor, saying it would “al-
ways be remembered.”

After the meeting, a sen-
ior U.S. administration offi-
cial said China didn’t come
up in the talks. The official,
who insisted on anonymity
to discuss a meeting that
was not public, said Trump
wasn’t mentioned much be-
cause Biden did not want to

be seen as speaking for him.

The official also said Bid-
en’s visit to Lobito will be
joined by the presidents of
Zambia and the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Biden had promised to
visit Africa last year after re-
viving the U.S.-Africa Sum-
mit in 2022. But the trip was
delayed until this year — re-
inforcing a  sentiment
among Africans that their
continent is still a low pri-
ority for Washington. The
last U.S. president to visit
sub-Saharan Africa was
Barack Obama in 2015. Bid-
en attended a U.N. climate
summit in Egypt in North
Africain 2022.

Biden toured Angola’s
National Slavery Museum at
a site that was formerly the
headquarters of the Capela
da Casa Grande. The 17th
century temple is where
slaves were baptized against
their will, with their names
changed, before boarding
ships to America. Angola
was the departure point for
an estimated 6 million en-
slaved people, the White
House said.

Looking ahead, “I know
the future runs through An-
gola, through Africa,” Biden
said.

Speaking by the water, he
said that history “cannot
and should not be erased,”
and that while America was
founded on the ideal of free-
dom and equality, “it’s abun-
dantly clear today we have
not lived up to that ideal.”

Weissert writes for the
Associated Press. AP writer
John Karlos in Luanda
contributed to thisreport.
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Vietnam tycoon could have sentence commuted

A court upholds death
sentence for Lan, but
it might be changed to
life in prison if she
repays $1l billion.

By ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL

HANOI — A court in Vi-
etnam on Tuesday upheld
the death sentence for real
estate tycoon Truong My
Lanbut said it could be com-
muted to life in prison if she
reimburses some $11 billion,
or three-fourths of the
amount of her fraud in the
country’s biggest financial
crime.

The scale of the fraud
shocked the nation, with
analysts raising questions
about whether other banks
or businesses had engaged

in similar conduct. It has
also dampened Vietnam’s
economic outlook and made
foreign investors jittery at a
time whenVietnam hasbeen
trying to position itself as a
home for businesses piv-
oting their supply chains
away from China.

Lan, 67, was convicted in
April of embezzlement and
bribery amounting to $12.5
billion, equivalent to 3% of
the country’s gross domes-
tic product. As chairperson
of the Van Thinh Phat real
estate firm, the court said
she illegally controlled
Saigon Joint Stock Com-
mercial Bank between 2012
and 2022 and allowed 2,500
loans that cost the bank $27
billion in losses.

A higher court in Ho Chi
Minh City on Tuesday re-
jected her appeal of the con-
viction but said that her
death sentence could be

TRAN QUYNH VN Express

TRUONG MY LAN, 67, was convicted in April of
embezzlement and bribery amounting to $12.5 billion.

commuted to life if she reim-
burses three-fourths of the
losses, state mediareported.

Her lawyers argued that
she had repaid the money,
but the court disagreed
since there were legal issues

with some of the properties
seized as a result of the bad
loans and prosecuting agen-
cies couldn’t assesstheirval-
ue, VN Expressreported.
Lan’s lawyers also
claimed several mitigating

circumstances — she had
admitted guilt, showed re-
morse and had paid back
part of the amount.

“I feel pained due to the
waste of nationalresources,”
she said last week, according
to state media.

But the court said her
violations had negatively af-
fected the banking sector,
caused public disorder and
eroded people’s trust, VN
Express said.

Under Vietnamese law,
death sentences aren’t im-
mediately carried out and
there is an extended legal
process, said Nguyen Khac
Giang, avisiting fellow in the
Vietnam Studies Program
at Singapore’s ISEAS-Yusof
Ishak Institute. He added
that Lanwould seek another
review of the case or a presi-
dential pardon toreduce her
sentence.

Her arrest was among

Californian 1s among three missing mountain climbers

Two Americans and a
Canadian failed to
return from a planned
ascent of highest peak
in New Zealand.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WELLINGTON, New
Zealand — Three mountain
climbers from the U.S. and
Canada are missing after
they failed to return from a
planned ascent of New
Zealand’s highest peak, Ao-
raki, authorities said Tues-
day.

The Americans — Carlos
Romero, 50, of California
and Kurt Blair, 56, of Col-
orado — are certified alpine
guides, according to the
website of the American
Mountain Guides Assn. A
statement by New Zealand’s
police did not name the Ca-

MARK BAKER Associated Press

A TOURIST takes a photo near Aoraki, also known as Mt. Cook, in New Zea-
land’s Southern Alps. The search for the climbers is delayed due to bad weather.

nadian climber, citing the
need to notify his family.
The men flew to a hut
partway up the mountain
Saturday to begin their as-

cent and were reported
missing Monday when they
did not arrive to meet their
prearranged transport after
the climb. Searchers hours

later found several climbing-
related items believed to be-
long to the men, but no sign
ofthem, police said.

Search efforts did not re-

sume Tuesday due to deteri-
orating weather conditions
on Aoraki, also known as Mt.
Cook, with heavy rain and
snow forecast. Operations
were unlikely to resume until
conditions improved, ex-
pected to be on Thursday.

Aoraki is 12,218 feet high
and is part of the Southern
Alps, the scenic and icy
mountain range that runs
the length of New Zealand’s
South Island. A settlement
of the same name at its base
is a destination for domestic
and foreign tourists.

The peak is popular
among experienced climb-
ers. Its terrain is technically
difficult due to crevasses, av-
alanche risk, changeable
weather and glacier move-
ment.

More than 240 deaths
have been recorded on the
mountain and in the sur-
rounding national park
since the start of the 20th
century.

the most high profile in an
anticorruption drive in Viet-
nam that intensified after
2022. The so-called Blazing
Furnace campaign touched
the highest echelons of Viet-
namese politics.

Lan and her family had
set up Van Thinh Phat in
1992, after Vietnam shed its
state-run economy in favor
of a more market-oriented
approach open to foreign-
ers. The company grew into
one of Vietnam’s richest real
estate firms, with luxury
residential buildings, of-
fices, hotels and shopping
centers.

This made her a key play-
er in the financial industry.
She orchestrated the 2011
merger of the beleaguered
SCB bank with two other
lenders in coordination with
Vietnam’s central bank. The
court said that she used this
to tap SCB for cash and, ac-
cording to government
documents, owned more
than 90% of the bank while
approving thousands of
loans to “ghost companies.”
These loans, according to
state media, were traced to
her and she bribed officials
to cover her tracks.

The scale of the crime
meant the case was split into
two trials, and Lan was sen-
tenced to another life sen-
tence in October. At that tri-
al, she was accused ofraising
$1.2 billion from nearly 36,000
investors by issuing bonds il-
legally through four compa-
nies, state media reported.

She was also found guilty
of siphoning off $18 billion
obtained through fraud and
for using companies con-
trolled by her to illegally
transfer more than $4.5 bil-
lion in and out of Vietnam
between 2012 and 2022.

Vietham has handed
down more 2,000 death sen-
tencesinthelast decade and
executed over 400 prisoners.
Itisapossible sentence for 14
crimes but is typically ap-
plied in cases of murder and
drug trafficking.

Ghosal writes for the
Associated Press.
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South Korean leader declares, lifts

[South Korea, from A1l]

Accusing his opponents
of being “shameless
pro-North Korean anti-state
forces that are plundering
the freedom and happiness
of our people,” Yoon lam-
basted lawmakers for reject-
ing his government budget
proposal and moving to im-
peach several public offi-
cials.

His presidency has been
beset by scandal since soon
after he took office in 2022,
with relentless accusations
that he and his wife had
abused their positions for
personal and political gain.

Yoon’s approval ratings
have plummeted in recent
months amid growing calls
for hisimpeachment.

South Korean television
broadcast Yoon’s address
over and over again. One
news anchor said in grave
disbeliefthat “we are now re-
porting a situation to you
that we had only seen in
movies.”

Army Chief of Staff Gen.
Park An-su, whom Yoon had
named martial law com-
mander, banned all political
activity and proclaimed that
the media were under mili-
tary control.

Outside the National As-
sembly, around a thousand
protesters tussled with po-
lice guarding the gates as
military helicopters hovered
overhead. Bundled in thick
winter jackets, they waved
banners and umbrellas,
chanting, “Lift the martial
law!”

Reporters, legislative
staff members and lawmak-
ers had barricaded them-
selves inside the building as
soldiers stormed the en-
trance, shattering a window
and setting off what ap-
peared to be a smoke
grenade or tear gas canister
in an attempt to force their
way in.

Early Wednesday — less
than three hours after Yoon
declared martial law — the
legislature voted to overturn
his decree. By law, the presi-
dent is required to lift his or-
der immediately. Yoon soon
announced he would com-
ply.

Uponlearning ofthe vote,
the protesters broke out in
cheers, which quickly turned
into another increasingly fa-

martial law

AHN YOUNG-JOON Associated Press

THOUSANDS of people protest the president’s martial law order in Seoul on Wednesday. They chanted, “Impeach Yoon Suk-yeol!”

miliar refrain:
Yoon Suk-yeol!”

In the minds of most
South Koreans, martial law
is strongly associated with
the country’s pre-demo-
cratic military dictator-
ships, which used it as a tool
to crush political dissent,
oftentimes with violence.

Under a state of martial
law, the military can restrict
citizens’ basic rights, includ-
ing detaining or searching
them without a warrant.
Crimes can be prosecuted in
military courts.

The last leader to declare
emergency martial law was
Gen. Chun Doo-hwan, who
rose to power in a coup in
1979. Chun declared martial
law over the country in 1980,
during which his military
opened fire on pro-democ-
racy protesters in the city of
Gwangju, killing at least 165.

“Impeach

This is not the first time
that democratically elected
presidents have toyed with
martial law.

Under former President
Park Geun-hye, a conserva-
tive politician whose corrup-
tion scandal led to her im-
peachment in 2017, military
officials had secretly pre-
pared their own plans of
declaring martial law in the
event that the courts upheld
her impeachment. But Park
would ultimately be ousted
and jailed without those
plans ever being set into mo-
tion.

In September, opposi-
tion politicians raised the
alarm that Yoon was prepar-
ing to declare martial law,
citing the fact that Kim
Yong-hyun, the defense min-
ister, had held an uncustom-
ary meeting with the three
military commanders who

would probably play key
rolesin a martial law govern-
ment.

At the time, the presi-
dential office denied the alle-
gations, which it dismissed
as political incitement akin
to Stalinism or Nazism.

Yoon, a former prose-
cutor, rose to political prom-
inence as a straight-shoot-
ing investigator who han-
dled high-profile corruption
cases.

But since being elected
president May 2022, he has
been a divisive leader, invit-
ing controversy by engaging
in misogynistic rhetoric and
cracking down on critical
news outlets.

Yoon has been accused of
interfering in a military in-
vestigation into the death of
a young marine who
drowned during a search
and rescue operation last

year, while his wife has been
under fire for accepting a
luxury handbag from a Ko-
rean American pastor in
what critics have character-
ized as a clear case of graft.

The opposition party has
also moved to impeach
Yoon’s interior minister,
whom it holds responsible
for a crowd crush that killed
more than 150 people on Hal-
loween in 2022.

In addition, legislators
from the liberal Democratic
Party have tried to remove
several prosecutors who in-
vestigated Lee Jae-myung,
theirleader and presidential
hopeful.

In April, Yoon’s conserva-
tive People Power Party suf-
fered a crushing defeatinthe
parliamentary general elec-
tions, which many saw as a
referendum on his presi-
dency.

On Tuesday, legislators
of all stripes quickly de-
nounced Yoon’s decree of
martial law.

“Thereisnoreasontode-
clare martial law. We cannot
let the military rule this
country,” Lee said in a video
he recorded in a car on his
way to the National Assem-
bly. “President Yoon Suk-
yeol has betrayed the peo-
ple. President Yoon’s illegal
declaration of emergency
martial law is null and void.
From this moment on, Mr.
Yoon is no longer the presi-
dent of South Korea.”

Even the leader of Yoon’s
party, Han Dong-hoon, con-
demned the president’s ac-
tions as unconstitutional.

“With the National As-
sembly’s vote to lift it, the
state of emergency martial
law has now been rendered
invalid,” he said.

dre

Pt
nr:e
T,

T
| Dl |

TIME TO DOWNGSIZE?

SELL YOUR ART & JEWELRY
FOR THE BEST PRICES

FREE VALUATIONS
FROM
DEC 41H - DEC 14TH

® Sell with immediate payment, or by auction ®

Call Andrew Morris

fOf your free in-home appraisal
Third-Generation Family Owned

STEWART AUCTIONS & ANTIQUES

BEVERLY HILLS
310-275-5565
ORANGE COUNTY

949-497-0868

812 S. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90035

e-mail us at andrew@stewartantiques.com

STUDENT POSTER CONTEST

Energize your students
around conservation.

Enroll in the spring 2025
Times in Education program.

Los Angeles

LA

Teachers, sign up today for Times in Education and LADWP's
“Water, Energy, the Environment and You” spring program.
Enrich your curriculum with free conservation-focused
teaching guides and digital access to the L.A. Times.

Grades 4-12 will also be eligible to participate in a poster
contest. We're calling on students to submit original artwork
illustrating how we can all work together to fight climate
change through renewable energy, water conservation and
more. With parental consent, water-focused posters will also
be entered in a contest from the Metropolitan Water District.

All entries must be received by February 28, 2025.

Scan the code or visit latimes.com/nie to enroll now.

fLos Angeles Times

Department of

DWP Water & Power

Last year’s
winner
Chaeyu Kim

IN EDUCATION

Teachers at K-12 schools in LADWP’s service area are eligible for enrollment. Program runs through June 2025.




LATIMES.COM

Slos Anaeles Times

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2024 A.5

THE NATION

Officer allegedly was Proud Boys ‘double agent’

Man on trial accused
of leaking information
to the far-right group’s
now-imprisoned
leader, Enrique Tarrio.

By MiCHAEL KUNZELMAN

WASHINGTON — A po-
lice officer accused of leak-
ing confidential information
to Proud Boys national
leader Enrique Tarrio be-
came a “double agent” for
the far-right extremist
group after its members
burned a stolen Black Lives
Matter banner in the na-
tion’s capital, a federal pros-
ecutor said Monday at the
start of the officer’s trial.

Lt. Shane Lamond of
Washington’s Metropolitan
Police Department was a
“Proud Boys sympathizer”
who warned Tarrio about his
impending arrest for the
banner’s destruction and
later lied to investigators
about their communica-
tions, said the prosecutor,
Joshua Rothstein.

“He knew the difference
between right and wrong,
and he knew it was a crime to
lie to law enforcement,”
Rothstein said during open-
ing statements for Lam-
ond’s trial.

Lamond, who was ar-

rested in May 2023, is
charged with one count of
obstruction of justice and
three counts of making false
statements. U.S. District
Judge Amy Berman Jackson
will decide the case after
hearing testimony without a
jury.

Ana Jara, one of Lam-
ond’s attorneys, said de-
scribing the veteran officer
as a Proud Boys sympa-
thizer is inflammatory and
“simply not true.” Jara said
prosecutors are asking the
judge to view “cherry-
picked” messages between
Lamond and Tarrio “in a
vacuum” without the proper
context.

“Context matters, espe-
cially in conversations,” Jara
said.

Tarrio, who could be a
key witness at Lamond’s tri-
al, is serving a 22-year prison
sentence after a jury con-
victed him and other Proud
Boys leaders of seditious
conspiracy charges stem-
ming from the Jan. 6, 2021,
riot at the U.S. Capitol.

Thejudge said Tarriowas
waiting for the outcome of
last month’s presidential
election before deciding
whether to testify at Lam-
ond’s trial. President-elect
Donald Trump, who repeat-
edly has vowed to pardon
people convicted of Capitol
riot charges, suggested he
would consider pardoning

PATRICK SEMANSKY Associated Press

LT. SHANE LEMOND of Washington’s Metropoli-
tan police force faces obstruction and other charges.

Tarrio.

Tarrio was arrested in
Washington two days before
Proud Boys members joined
a pro-Trump mob attack on
the Capitol. The Miami resi-
dent wasn’t at the Capitol
when the mob stormed the
building and interrupted the
congressional certification
of President Biden’s 2020
electoral victory.

Tarrio was sentenced to
more than five monthsin jail
for burning the banner
stolen from a historic Black

church in downtown Wash-
ington and for bringing two
high-capacity firearm maga-
zines into the District of Co-
lumbia.

Lamond, who met Tarrio
in 2019, had supervised the
intelligence branch of the
Police Department’s Home-
land Security Bureau. He
was responsible for monitor-
ing groups such as the Proud
Boys when they came to
Washington.

Lamond’s name repeat-
edly came up during Tarrio’s

2023 trial. The men ex-
changed hundreds of mes-
sages across several plat-
forms, with Lamond fre-
quently greeting Tarrio with
the words “hey brother.”

Rothstein said Lamond
provided Tarrio with “real-
time updates” on the police
investigation of the Dec. 12,
2020, banner burning. Tar-
rio, in turn, shared the up-
dates with other Proud Boys
members.

“This play-by-play infor-
mation allowed the Proud
Boys to be one step ahead of
law enforcement,” the prose-
cutor said.

In a message to Tarrio on
Dec. 25, 2020, Lamond said
police investigators had
asked him to identify Tarrio
from a photograph. Lamond
warned Tarrio that police
may be seeking a warrant for
his arrest.

Later,onthe dayofhisar-
rest, Tarrio posted a mes-
sage to other Proud Boys
leaders that said, “The war-
rant was just signed.”

Lamond’s indictment ac-
cuses him of lying to and
misleading federal investi-
gators when they ques-
tioned him in June 2021
about his contacts with Tar-
rio.
“The defendant knew the
truth, and he chose to lie
anyway,” Rothstein said.

The indictment also says
Tarrio and Lamond ex-

changed messages about
the Jan. 6 riot and discussed
whether Proud Boys mem-
bers were in danger of being
charged in the attack.

“OfcourseIcan’t sayit of-
ficially, but personally I sup-
port you all and don’t want
to see your group’s name
and reputation dragged
through the mud,” Lamond
wrote.

Lamond, of Stafford, Va.,
was placed on administra-
tive leave in February 2022.

The first government wit-
ness to testify at Lamond’s
trial was Metropolitian Po-
lice Lt. Ahsan Mufti, who in-
vestigated the banner burn-
ing and obtained a warrant
for Tarrio’s arrest.

Mufti said Lamond
didn’t tell him that Tarrio
had personally confessed to
him that he had burned the
banner. Mufti said that
would have helped his inves-
tigation. However, Tarrio
publicly confessed to the
crime on social media before
his arrest.

On cross-examination,
Mufti said Lamond helped
him identify Tarrio’s image
in a photograph and his
voice on a podcast.

“He was in fact quite
helpful?” defense attorney
Mark Schamel asked.

“He was,” Muftireplied.

Kunzelman writes for the
Associated Press.

Will GOP target no-fault divorce after state repeals failed?

Advocates urge those
contemplating ending
their marriage to ‘pull
the trigger’ before
Trump’s return.

By KIMBERLEE KRUESI

NASHVILLE — Married
couples across the U.S. have
had access to no-fault di-
vorce for more than 50 years,
an option many call crucial
to supporting domestic
abuse victims and key to
preventing already crowded
family courts from drowning
in complicated divorce pro-
ceedings.

But some advocates for
women became worried dur-
ing the campaign as old
comments from vice presi-
dential candidate JD Vance
opposing no-fault divorce
circulated.

And after Donald Trump
and Vance won the election,
warnings began popping up
on social media urging wom-
en who might be considering
divorce to “pull the trigger”

while they still could. Some
attorneys posted saying
they were seeing a signifi-
cant increase in calls from
women seeking divorce con-
sultations.

The president-elect —
who is twice-divorced —
hasn’t championed over-
hauling the country’s di-
vorce laws, but in 2021 Vance
lamented that divorce is too
easily accessible, as have
conservative podcasters
and others.

“We’ve run this experi-
ment in real time, and what
we have is a lot of very, very
real family dysfunction
that’s making our kids un-
happy,” Vance said during a
speech at a Christian high
school in Santa Monica,
where he criticized people
being able to “shift spouses
like they change their under-
wear.”

Despite concerns, even
those who want to make di-
vorces harder to get say they
don’t expect big, swift
changes. There is not a na-
tional coordinated effort
underway.

And states determine
their own divorce laws, lim-

iting what federal officials
cando.

“Even in some of the so-
called red states, it hasn’t
gotten anywhere,” said Bev-
erly Willett, co-chair of the
Coalition for Divorce Re-
form, whose group has un-
successfully attempted to
convince states to repeal
their no-fault divorce laws.

Mark A. Smith, a political
science professor at the Uni-
versity of Washington, said
that though many Ameri-
cans have become accus-
tomed to no-fault divorce
being an option, Vance’s pre-
vious comments on making
it more difficult to end a
marriage could help jump-
start that effort.

“Even though he’s not di-
rectly proposing a policy, it’s
a topic that hasn’t gotten a
ton of discussion in the last
15 years,” Smith said. “And
so to have a national-profile
politician talk that way is
noteworthy.”

Meanwhile, Republican
Party platforms in Texas
and Nebraska were
amended in 2022 to call for
the removal of no-fault di-
vorce. Louisiana’s Republi-

OLEG PETRASIUK Ukrainian 24th Mechanized Brigade

UKRAINIAN soldiers train in eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk region on Friday. The
new U.S. aid includes counter-drone systems, long-range missiles and land mines.

U.S. will send $725 million more
in military assistance to Ukraine

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. is preparing to send
Ukraine an  additional
$725 million in military as-
sistance, including counter-
drone systems and muni-
tions for its High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System,
which could indicate more of
the longer-range missiles
are headed to the battlefield.

It was unclear whether
the munitions for the
HIMARS are the coveted
ATACMS — the Army Tacti-
cal Missile System — but

UKkraine has been pressing
for more of the longer-range
missiles to strike additional
targets inside Russia.

The package, announced
Monday by the State De-
partment, also includes
more of the anti-personnel
land mines that Ukraine is
counting on to slow Russian
and North Korean ground
forces in Russia’s Kursk re-
gion.

President Biden has
pledged to spend all of the
military assistance funds
Congress approved this year
for Ukraine before the end of
his administration Jan. 20,

which before Monday’s an-
nouncement included about
$7.1 billion in weapons that
would be drawn from Penta-
gon stockpiles.

There is widespread
speculation and uncertainty
about what the new Trump
administration will mean for
Ukraine as the incoming
president has promised to
end the conflict.

In a major shift, Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky signaled Friday that
an an offer of NATO mem-
bership to territory under
Kyiv’s control could end “the
hot stage of the war.”

can Party considered some-
thing similar earlier this year
but ultimately declined to do
SO.

A handful of proposals
have beenintroduced in con-
servative-led state legisla-
tures over the years, but all
immediately stalled after
they were filed.

In January, OKlahoma
Republican state Sen. Dusty
Deevers introduced legisla-
tion that would have barred
married couples from filing
for divorce on the grounds of
incompatibility. Deevers
backed the bill after writing
that no-fault divorce was an
“abolition of marital obliga-
tion.”

In South Carolina, two
Republican lawmakers filed
abillin 2023 that would have
required both spouses,
rather than just one, to file
for ano-fault divorce. And in
South Dakota, a Republican
lawmaker has been attempt-
ing to remove irreconcilable
difference as grounds for di-
vorce since 2020.

None of the sponsors of
these bills responded to in-
terview requests from the
Associated Press. All are

members of the conserva-
tive Freedom Caucus in
their states.

Some Democratic law-
makers say they remain wor-
ried about the future of no-
fault divorce. They point to
the U.S. Supreme Court
overturning the constitu-
tional right to abortion in
2022 as an example of a long-
time right that was revoked
through a decades-long ef-
fort.

“When you choose to be
silent, you allow for this to
creep in,” said Democratic
South Dakota state Rep.
Linda Duba. “These are the
bills that gain a foothold be-
cause you choose to be
silent.”

Before California became
the first state to adopt a no-
fault divorce option in 1969,
married couples had to
prove that their spouse had
violated one of the approved
“faults” outlined in their
state’s divorce law or risk a
judge denying their divorce,
said Joanna Grossman, a
law professor at Southern
Methodist University in Dal-
las. Qualifying reasons var-
ied by state, but most states

Secret Service shot at
suspects near home
of Treasury secretary

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Anin-
vestigation is underway af-
ter a Secret Service agent
working on protective as-
signment outside Treasury
Secretary Janet L. Yellen’s
house fired a weapon after a
confrontation between the
agent and occupants of a
sedan early Tuesday.

At about 1:30 a.m. Tues-
day, the agent assigned to
Yellen’s protective detail
outside her home saw a
sedan with multiple people
attempting to open car
doors along the street, ac-
cording to Secret Service

spokesman
Guglielmi.

A confrontation between
the agent and the car’s occu-
pants led to gunfire.

It was unclear how many
shots were fired by the
agent.

The Secret Service said
there is no evidence that
anyone was harmed.

The sedan fled the scene,
and a lookout was issued to
local law enforcement,
Guglielmi said.

The D.C. Metropolitan
Police  Department is
investigating the shooting,
and the case will also be re-
viewed by the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

Anthony

JACQUELYN MARTIN Associated Press

NO ONE was hurt in the incident outside Treasury
Secretary Janet L. Yellen’s home, authorities said.

included infidelity, incar-
ceration or abandonment.

The system was a par-
ticular burden on domestic
violence victims, often wom-
en, who could be stuck in
dangerous marriages while
they tried to prove their
partner’s abuse in court
through expensive and
lengthy legal proceedings.

“If there was any evi-
dence that the couple both
wanted to get divorced, that
was supposed to be denied
because divorce was not
something you got because
you wanted it; it was some-
thing you got because you've
been wronged in a way that
the state thought was sig-
nificant,” Grossman said.

Every state in the U.S.
has adopted a no-fault di-
vorce option. However, 33
states still have a list of ap-
proved grounds for divorce
—including adultery and fel-
ony conviction. In 17 states,
married people can end
their marriages only
through no-fault divorce.

In the 1990s, concern
pushed by President George
H.W. Bush’s administration
over the country’s divorce
rate sparked a brief move-
ment for states to adopt
“covenant marriages” — in-
tended not to replace no-
fault divorce laws, but to
provide another option for
couples, with counseling re-
quirements and strict ex-
ceptions for divorce.

Louisiana was the first
state to embrace covenant
marriage options, but the ef-
fort largely stopped after Ar-
izona and Arkansas followed
suit.

Christian F. Nunes, presi-
dent of the National Organi-
zation for Women, said sheis
“extremely worried” about
the possibility of no-fault di-
vorce being removed with
the incoming Trump admin-
istration, Republican-con-
trolled Congress and wide
range of conservative state
leaders.

“With so many states fo-
cusing on a misogynistic leg-
islative agenda, this will turn
back the clocks on women’s
rights even more,” Nunes
said in a statement. “This is
why removing ‘no fault’ di-
vorce is another way for the
government to control wom-
en, their bodies, and their
lives. Eliminating no-fault
divorce is also a backdoor
way of eliminating gay mar-
riage, since this implies that
a marriage is only between a
man and awoman.”

Willett, whose Coalition
for Divorce Reform opposes
no-fault divorce, said she’s
cautiously optimistic that
the political tide could
change when Trump is back
in office.

“Was what he said an in-
dication of things to come? I
don’t know,” she said. “It’s a
good thing, but it’s certainly
not anything that has been
really discussed otherthana
few high-profile conserva-
tives who talk about it.”

Kruesiwrites for the
Associated Press.
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Hunter Biden looks to the future after pardon

[Pardon, from Ail]

For Hunter Biden, the
pardon is an extraordinary
chance at areset after climb-
ing out of the wreckage of
crack cocaine and alcohol
addiction.

“He was pleased. He’s
grateful,” said Mark Gera-
gos, one of Biden’s defense
attorneys. He declined to
elaborate.

Bobby Sager, a friend of
Biden and his second wife,
Melissa, saw the couple last
week and spoke to Biden in
recent days. The pardon of-
fered relief, Sager told The
Times.

“It’s been a long, difficult
road,” said Sager, who at-
tended Biden’s criminal trial
in Wilmington, Del., and
dined with the family at
night after court.

“They’ve been under con-
stant, aggressive scrutiny
for somethinglike six years,”
he said. “Today is the first
day they can wake up and
not have that as part of their
first thoughts.”

Looking for ‘ways
to be helpful’

Hunter Biden’s next act
isunclear.

The 54-year-old promis-
ed to “devote the life I have
rebuilt to helping those who
are still sick and suffering,”
according to a statement he
issued Sunday. He did not
respond to several messages
seeking comment.

The fortune that was at
the heart of his federal tax
case and fueled his years-
long drugbinge derived from
foreign business deals, legal
work and consulting. He was
also a board member of the
UKkrainian gas firm Burisma,
a post that paid $500,000 to
$1 million per year.

More recently, hisincome
has come from the sale of his
paintings, his 2021 memoir,
“Beautiful Things,” and mil-
lions of dollars in loans from
his friend, attorney and con-
fidant, L.A.-based lawyer
Kevin Morris.

For the last several years,
Biden has lived in a string of
rentals across L.A. and Mali-
bu while he has publicly
committed to remaining so-
ber from crack cocaine and
alcohol. Paparazzi have
snapped photos of him hik-
ing with his wife, shopping at
the Grove and two weeks ago
taking his young son Beau to
Disneyland.

Sager said Biden could
continue writing, venture
into podcasting or some
other public speaking effort,
pressonwithhis artistic am-
bitions or pursue another
path.

JoskE Luis MAGANA Associated Press

PRESIDENT BIDEN claps while watching a Christmas tree-lighting ceremony with family members, in-
cluding son Hunter, center, in Nantucket, Mass. The president was roundly criticized for pardoning his son.

“He wants to find ways to
be helpful to other people
that are healing — healing in
their addiction or fromlife in
general,” Sager said, adding
that “the country” also
needed “healing.” “Heisina
lot of ways uniquely quali-
fied to be a constructive
voice in that conversation.”

Bidenhasbeentrailed for
years by a documentary
crew in a project backed by
Morris.

The filmmakers have
shot intimate moments in
Biden’s life: painting at
home in Malibu, confronting
criticism over his efforts to
sell his art, and defying a
congressional subpoena in
Washington. In June, the
filmmakers sat through
much of Biden’s criminal tri-
al in Delaware and shot out-
side court as jurors deliber-
ated and ultimately con-
victed him of illegally pur-
chasing a handgun. The
current status of the docu-
mentary project is unclear.

Biden wrote in his book
that in recent years he was
also focused on “trying to
make good on my debts —
both figurative and literal,”
as well as on his sobriety.
He’s relied on Morris and
others in the recovery com-
munity for guidance.

“We’re making sure our
connections are active in our

Jury deliberations
begin in N.Y. subway

chokehold death case

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Jurors be-
gan deliberating Tuesday in
the trial of a military veteran
charged with using a fatal
chokehold to subdue a man
whose behavior was alarm-
ing passengers on a New
York subway train.

Thejuryis weighing man-
slaughter and criminally
negligent homicide charges
in the death of Jordan Neely,
a troubled street performer

who was homeless.
The veteran, Daniel
Penny, has pleaded not

guilty.

Penny, 26, has said he was
protecting fellow subway
riders and intended only to
restrain Neely and hold him
for police, not to hurt him.
Prosecutors say the Marine
veteran used far too much
force for too long when he
gripped Neely by the neck
for about six minutes.

The deliberations follow
a month of testimony in the
closely watched case.

It has animated debate
about public safety, societal
responses to mental illness
and homelessness, the line
between self-defense and ag-
gression, and the role of race
in all of it.

The 30-year-old Neely,
who was Black, sometimes
entertained passersby with
Michael Jackson imper-
sonations but also struggled
with depression, schizo-
phrenia and drug use after
his mother was strangled
during his teen years. Penny,
who is white, was a college
architecture student who
served four years in the Mar-
ines.

Witnesses said Neely
boarded a train in Manhat-

YUKI IWAMURA Associated Press

DANIEL PENNY has
pleaded not guilty in the
death of a subway rider.

tan on May 1, 2023, and
started acting erratically,
yelling about his hunger and
thirst and proclaiming that
he was ready to die, to go to
jail or — as Penny and some
other passengers recalled —
tokill.

Penny came up behind
Neely, grabbed his neck and
head and took him to the
floor. The veteran later told
police he’d held Neely in “a
choke” and “put him out” to
ensure he wouldn’t hurt any-
one.

City medical examiners
ruled that Neely was killed
by having his neck com-
pressed in a chokehold. A
pathologist hired by Penny’s
defense contradicted that
finding, attributing the
death to a variety of other
factors.

Penny’s lawyers argued
that he used what they term
a“civilianrestraint,” depart-
ing from the chokehold tech-
nique he’d beentaughtinthe
military in order to control
Neely without rendering him
unconscious.

Prosecutors say Penny
had the training to know
that what he was doing
could Kill.

daily lives so that they’re
fully available in a moment
of crisis,” Biden wrote in his
memoir.

The legal trials and pub-
lic scrutiny have hit the fam-
ily hard. Geragos, his de-
fense attorney, noted that
the specter of the tax trial
coming on the heels of the
Delaware case with a “pa-
rade of witnesses that would
be nothing more than char-
acter assassins” was espe-
cially difficult. It also was
among the reasons Biden
pleaded guilty, he said.

“I don’t think Hunter
wanted to put his family
through that again,” said
Geragos. “People don’t
understand how intrusive
and abusive and challenging
thatistosomeonewhoisfive
years sober.”

‘The threat against
Hunter is real’

Biden’s father had long
said that he would not par-
don his son and that he
would respect the judicial
and legal process in the
criminal cases, including the
jury’s verdict. The presi-
dent’s press secretary re-
iterated that promise just
last month.

But he and his aides said
he reconsidered over
Thanksgiving in Nantucket,
Mass., where he spent the
holiday with Hunter and his
grandchildren.

Pressure came from the
court calendar: Mere days
remained before judges were
to sentence Biden, and his
lawyers had compiled letters
from loved ones to submit to
the court, begging for mercy
and attesting to his charac-
ter.

Into the mix, his lawyers
added another tactic.

On Saturday, the legal

team publicly circulated a
52-page white paper arguing
that Trump and his allies
had turned Biden into a “po-
litical tool” and that his
prosecutions were sought to
influence the 2020, 2022 and
2024 elections. The docu-
ment chronicled a sequence
of events dating from 2017 in
which Trump or his allies
used Biden “to attack and
injure his father.” It singled
out how the attempt to im-
peach President Biden by fo-
cusing on his son had relied
on Russian disinformation.

“With the election now
decided, the threat against
Hunter is real,” said the
white paper, released by
Winston & Strawn, the law
firm of Biden’s defense attor-
ney, Abbe Lowell. “It is clear
Trump and fellow Republi-
cans seem intent to see
Hunter and members of his
family prosecuted further.”

Within hours of the docu-
ment’s public release, the
president informed aides
that he planned to pardon
his son. His public state-
ment Sunday echoed the
theme of political victimiza-
tion — and aggrievement —
laid out by his son’s attor-
neys.

“As I have wrestled with
this, I also believe raw poli-
tics hasinfected this process
and it led to a miscarriage of
justice,” he said in the state-
ment. “In trying to break
Hunter, they’ve tried to
break me — and there’s no
reason to believe it will stop
here.

“Enoughis enough.”

President’s pardon
widely criticized

The move drew scorn
from both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum. Republicans
painted President Biden as

aliar for recanting his public
vows to refrain from pardon-
ing his son.

Among Democrats, the
pardon was criticized as a
political gift to the incoming
administration.

Jon Lovett, a former
President Obama speech-
writer turned podcast host,
questioned how President
Biden’s rationale made no
mention of Trump but in-
stead highlighted his son’s
sobriety.

“There’s alot of people on
whom the gears of justice
have turned while they were
trying desperately to main-
tain their sobriety — and no
pardons for them,” Lovett
said on “Pod Save America.”
Co-host Jon Favreau cast
the pardon as an time when
the elder Biden’s “ego, again
and again, has gotten in the
way.”

NYU Law professor
Rachel Barkow, who focuses
on criminal and constitu-
tional law and served as a
member of the United
States Sentencing Commis-
sion, identified a different
problem: thousands of peti-
tions for pardon that have
gone unsigned.

“Biden has not done any-
thing on those,” Barkow told
The Times. “It’s a tale of two
cities. You can’t do this for
your son and ignore every-
one else — other people’s
children mattertoo.”

Barkow said that not
maximizing his pardon
power in office and extend-
ing that power to his son was
a stain on his legacy.

“Ifhe made regular use of
this to give regular people
remedy from injustice, it
wouldn’t stand out as it
does.

“But because he has such
alow clemency rate, it sticks
out like a sore thumb.”

‘I don’t fear the
future anymore’

Taking stock of the par-
don and its impact, Fox
News host Sean Hannity
asked two top Republican
lawmakers Monday if the
clemency spelled the end of
criminal exposure for Hunt-
er Biden and his family.

“Is this over? Is this over
for Joe Biden?” Hannity
asked.

“I think the new Trump
Justice Department is going
to have a lot on its platter,”
replied Rep. James Comer
(R-Ky.), the chair of the
House Oversight Commit-
tee, also indicating that
other Biden relatives, in-
cluding President Biden’s
brother James, would re-
main in the crosshairs of his
committee and the incoming
administration.

Both Comer and Rep.
Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) predic-
ted that James Biden would
receive a pardon before the
end of the president’s term.

For Hunter Biden, the
path is clear. He’ll remain
out of prison in the twilight
of his father’s life and for the
arrival of his first grandchild
next year; daughter Naomi
announced her pregnancy
last month.

“I don’t fear the future
anymore. ... This story al-
ready has a happy ending,”
Biden wrote near the end of
his memoir, which detailed
how his crack addiction took
him from the suites of the
Chateau Marmont to the
corners of Skid Row, search-
ing for his next fix.

Sager said he’s gratified
Biden will remain present in
his children’s lives and
hoped that even critics
would view Biden’s admitted
debauchery as a blip in an
upstanding life.

“Thisis a smart Yale Law
School graduate who is a
very caring and capable per-
son,” Sager said. “He’s an
artist, he wants to do his art,
and he wants to be some-
body that’s really contrib-
uting to the welfare of soci-
ety.”

His art dealer, Georges
Berges, suggested on Insta-
gram on Monday that the
pardon offered a bookend to
the saga. He noted that his
gallery had endured “politi-
cal assaults and other at-
tacks” along with a congres-
sional subpoena.

“This had always been
genuinely abouttheartandI
always believe that only
someone with his history
could have created the art he
did and I knew from experi-
ence that with focus and
friendship his work could be-
come consequential,”
Berges said. “Something I
said then, as I donow.”

Alluding to Biden’s jour-
ney from lawyer to lobbyist
to crack addict to right-wing
whipping boy, Berges con-
cluded that “Hunter Biden’s
story was the American
story.”

“The story that said that
your past doesn’t have to de-
fine your future,” he said,
“that tomorrow is a new
day.”

First lady departs for last foreign trip

She will visit Italy,
UAE, Qatar and Notre
Dame reopening
ceremony in Paris.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Jill
Biden was departing Tues-
day on her final solo foreign
trip as first lady, a six-day,
four-country jaunt through
Italy, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Qatar that wraps
with her and President-elect
Donald Trump joining other
dignitaries in Paris to cele-
brate the reopening of Notre
Dame Cathedral.

Biden will focus through-
out the trip on the issues she
has championed as first
lady, including support for
military families, education
and research into cancer
and women’s health, and will
also highlight U.S. partner-
ships in these areas with the
countries hosting her, ac-
cording to her office.

She is the first Italian
American to become first
lady and has planned a side
trip to Gesso, the tiny Sicil-
ian village from which her fa-
ther’s family hailed.

Paris is the final stop to
help celebrate the reopening
of Notre Dame. The cathe-
dral was painstakingly re-
constructed after fire nearly
destroyed it five years ago.

Trump, who was presi-

SusaN WALSH Associated Press

JILL BIDEN departed Tuesday on a six-day trip,
which is her 10th solo excursion abroad as first lady.

dent at the time of the fire,
announced Monday that he
also will travel to the French
capital to join others attend-
ing the high-security event.

Jill Biden has become
somewhat ofaworld traveler
as first lady; Tuesday’s trip
will be her 10th solo excur-
sion abroad. She also has ac-
companied President Biden
on several of his foreign
trips.

On her own, she has led
the U.S. delegations to the
Tokyo Olympics in 2021 and
this year’s Olympic Games
in Paris, traveled to Ukraine
shortly after the invasion by
Russia, and has visited Lat-
in America and Africa. In
October, she attended the

inauguration of Mexico’s
first female president, Clau-
dia Sheinbaum.

Biden was scheduled to
depart Tuesday evening af-
ter teaching her English and
writing classes at Northern
Virginia Community Col-
lege.

She arrives Wednesday
at Naval Air Station
Sigonella in Catania, Italy, to
meet with personnel and de-
liver remarks as part of Join-
ing Forces, her White House
initiative to support military
families. Her father, Donald
Jacobs, was a Navy signal-
man during World War II.

The first lady then stops
in Gesso, Italy, before con-
tinuingonto AbuDhabifora

full day of events Thursday.
The schedule includes a tour
of Cleveland Clinic Abu
Dhabi as part of the Biden
Cancer Moonshot program
and participation in a con-
versation about the White
House Initiative on Women’s
Health Research at the
Milken Institute Middle
East and Africa Summit.

Biden will also visit with
Sheikha Fatima bint Muba-
rak, chairwoman of the Gen-
eral Women’s Union and the
Family Development Foun-
dation, and president of the
Supreme Council for Moth-
erhood and Childhood, in
Abu Dhabi.

On Friday in Doha,
Qatar, the first lady will
highlight the two countries’
interests in education and
health with separate visits
to the Qatar Foundation
and Weill Cornell Medicine-
Qatar, respectively.

She’ll also be a guest at a
dinner banquet hosted by
Sheikha Moza bint Nasserto
celebrate the royal family
wedding of Sheikh Khalifa
bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani and Sheikha Fatima
bin Nasser bin Hassan Al
Thani at Al Wajba Palace in
Doha, the Qatari capital.

Biden is the keynote
speaker Saturday at the
Doha Forum, where policy
leaders discuss global chal-
lenges, before she travels to
Paris for the Notre Dame re-
opening. Sheis due toreturn
to Washington on Sunday.
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Talent f1

Beverly Hills agency
pushes into sports
with acquisition of
the Madrid-based
representation firm.

By WENDY LEE

Beverly Hills-based tal-
ent agency Gersh is acquir-
ing Madrid-based sports
representation firm You
First in a major expansion
that marks the firm’s entry
into the highly competitive
business of working with
athletes.

The deal, announced
Tuesday, doubles the agen-
cy’s staff to more than 600
people.

Additionally, the pact ex-
pands Gersh’s footprint to
22 offices in 14 countries. You

Courtesy of Gersh

STEVE GERSH, left, will lead Gersh Sports. You
First CEO Juan Aisa will continue to run You First.

First has more than 1,000 cli-
ents, including Spanish soc-
cer player Fabian Ruiz and
NBA player Jarrett Allen.

Prior to the acquisition,
Gersh did not represent ath-
letes but rather focused on
actors, directors, writers

and other talent.

“It felt essential for the
agency to grow, change and
evolve, and growth into the
sports representation verti-
cal was a central pillar and
focus of where we felt we
wanted to take the agency,”
managing partner Steve
Gersh said in an interview.
“The area that we were
where we felt there were the
strongest tailwinds and big-
gest opportunity for growth,
not only domestically but
globally, was in sports and
sports representation.”

Financial terms of the
deal were not disclosed.

You First Chief Executive
Juan Aisa said the Gersh
partnership allows his busi-
ness to offer “greater sup-
port for clients.” Aisa will
join Gersh’s board and con-
tinue to run You First, while
Steve Gersh will lead Gersh
Sports, the agency said.

“Together, we’re building
an ecosystem that goes be-
yond sports and entertain-
ment representation to fos-
ter innovation and create
new opportunities for global
expansion,” Afsa said in a
statement.

The deal comes after
many agencies and manage-
ment firms were affected by
last year’s dual Hollywood
strikes. Those same compa-
nies are adapting to an en-
tertainment industry in
which athletes, actors and
other celebrities are em-
barking on various business
endeavors, which span so-
cial media videos, sports,
music, TV and film.

Agencies, including
WME owner Endeavor and
Creative Artists Agency,
evolved by growing and di-
versifying.

Gersh said his agency is
profitable and is looking at

'm Gersh grows with You First purchase

other potential acquisition
opportunities.

“This is the start of the
journey, not the end,” Gersh
said.

Last year, the Gersh
agency took on an invest-
ment from private equity
firm Crestview Partners in
an effort to grow the repre-
sentation business.
Crestview has a 45% owner-
ship stake in Gersh, which
was founded in 1949.

The You First acquisition
is the second purchase in
Gersh’s recent expansion. In
January, the agency bought
A3 Artists Agency’s digital
and alternative content
departments.

In addition to represent-
ing athletes, influencers and
othertalent, You First works
with sports leagues and ma-
jorbrands such as Formula 1
and Starbucks on marketing
campaigns.

JEFF CHIU Associated Press

APPLE CEO Tim Cook in 2022. The tech giant disputes the claims in the lawsuit.

Apple employee’s lawsuit alleges
violations of privacy, free speech

Firm is accused of
monitoring workers’
iCloud accounts and
blocking them from
discussing their wages.

By SUHAUNA HUSSAIN

An Apple employee has
sued the company, alleging
it improperly requires ac-
cess to personal data that
employees store on the tech
behemoth’siCloud.

The lawsuit, filed by
Amar Bhakta, who has

worked in advertising tech-
nology for Apple since 2020,
also alleges the company’s
policies illegally restrict dis-
cussions about wages and
working conditions among
workers.

Apple provides employ-
ees with iPhones and other
equipment, butitis common
for employees to use their
own devices or to link com-
pany-issued products to
their personal iCloud ac-
counts, according to the law-
suit.

When they do so, the law-
suit alleges, Apple demands
as part of its terms of em-
ployment that employees al-

Biden looks to end rule allowing less pay for disabled people

By CAROLINE
PETROW-COHEN

The Biden administra-
tion’s Department of Labor
ismoving to phase out a con-
troversial program that al-
lows some employers to pay
disabled employees less
than the federal minimum
wage, the department an-
nounced Tuesday.

Enacted in 1938 during
the late years of the Great
Depression, the measure
was intended to increase
employment opportunities
for workers with disabilities
but has been denounced by
advocates who say it
amounts to legalized dis-
crimination. The measure is
part of the Fair Labor
Standards Act and based on
the premise that disabled
employees are less produc-
tive.

The Department of
Labor’s proposed rule would

phase out sub-minimum
wages by ending the issu-
ance of certificates that per-
mit the lower wages and es-
tablishing a three-year pe-
riod for employers to stop
using existing certificates.
“One of the guiding prin-
ciples of the American work-
place is that a hard day’s
work deserves a fair day’s
pay,” said Wage and Hour
Administrator Jessica
Looman in a statement.
“Opportunities and training
have dramatically expanded
to help people with disabili-
ties obtain and maintain
employment at or above the
full federal minimum wage.”
Around 40,000 American
workers with disabilities
currently receive less than
the federally mandated min-
imum wage of $7.25 an hour.
Some are employed through

nonprofit organizations
that aim to provide opportu-
nities for people with

autism, cerebral palsy or

other disabilities.

According to documents
obtained by Bloomberg,
some employers have paid
workers as little as 25 cents
an hour to sort clothes and 5
cents an hour to cut rags.
The first certificates permit-
ting sub-minimum wages
were issued half a century
before the Americans with
Disabilities Act was passed
in 1990.

The Department of La-
bor expects workers cur-
rently being paid a sub-min-
imum wage to move into full
wage positions rather than
face unemployment, acting
Secretary Julie Su said in a
statement.

The elimination of the
low wages will “strengthen
inclusion for people with dis-
abilities in the workforce”
and “improve their econo-
mic wellbeing,” Su said.

The decision to phase out
the Great Depression-era
program is based largely on

evidence that legal and pol-
icy changes in recent years
have lowered barriers to em-
ployment for disabled peo-
ple.

The permission to pay
low wages is no longer
needed to incentivize em-
ployers to hire a disabled
person, according to the De-
partment of Labor’s pro-
posedrule.

“Employment opportu-
nities for individuals with
disabilities have vastly ex-
panded in recent decades,”
the rule says. “The Depart-
ment has tentatively con-
cluded that subminimum
wages are no longer neces-
sary to prevent the curtail-
ment of employment oppor-
tunities.”

The fate of the program
will rest with President-elect
Donald Trump, who takes
office next month. During
Trump’s first term in office,
his administration worked
to roll back existing labor

mandates and expand busi-
nesses’ discretion over a
range of issues.

Some Republican law-
makers have raised alarm
over the potential elimina-
tion of a sub-minimum
wage, writing in aletter to Su
last December that the
lower wages allow individu-
als with disabilities to work
and transition into higher-
paying jobs.

Rep. Virginia Foxx of
North Carolina and Trump
ally Elise Stefanik of New
York were among the eight
signees.

The letter, along with
some parents of disabled
adults, voiced support for
so-called sheltered work-
shops that employ disabled
workers and pay them less
than $7.25.

“For many Americans
with disabilities, these cen-
ters provide a unique sense
of purpose and community,”
the letter said.

Glendale’s ServiceTitan seeks to raise $500 million in its [TPO

Company that makes
business management
software plans to offer
8.8 million shares
priced at $52 to $57.

BY LAURENCE
DARMIENTO

ServiceTitan, a Glendale
tech firm that makes busi-
ness management software
for plumbers, painters and
other contractors, an-
nounced Tuesday that it
wants to raise up to $502 mil-
lion in its initial public offer-
ing on the Nasdaq stock ex-
change.

The company said it
plans to offer 8.8 million
shares that would be priced
between $52 and $57 each,
according to a regulatory fil-
ing. At the top of that range,
ServiceTitan would have a
market capitalization of
$5.16 billion.

The company was valued
at $7.6 billion after a Novem-
ber 2022 funding round.
ServiceTitan hasn’t said
when it plans to start trad-
ing.

ServiceTitan was
founded in 2007 by two col-
lege friends from Glendale,

LILA SEIDMAN Glendale News-Press

SERVICETITAN counts about 8,000 contracting firms as customers, providing
an end-to-end software suite that can manage payroll, scheduling and other tasks.

Ara Mahdessian, 39, and
Vahe Kuzoyan, 41, whose fa-
thers worked as contractors.
The company previously
raised about $1.4 billion from
venture firms, including
Iconig Growth, Bessemer
Venture Partners and Bat-
tery Ventures.

It counts about 8,000 con-
tracting firms as customers,
providing an end-to-end
software suite that can man-
age booking appointments,

generating estimates and
processing invoices as well
as payroll and dispatching
workers. Clients range in
size from family-owned con-
tractors to large national
franchises totaling more
than 100,000 technicians. It
charges a subscription fee
forits services.

The company, which as-
sists contractors nation-
wide, saysit wantsto expand
the number of trades and

markets it serves. It em-
ployed 2,870 workers as of
July 31 at its Glendale head-
quarters and offices else-
where in the U.S. and inter-
nationally.

Competitors include
BuildOps, Housecall Pro,
Jobber and other companies
that charge subscriptions
for their web-based business
management software.

ServiceTitan had filed
confidential paperwork for

an $18-billion public offering
in 2022, according to Busi-
ness Insider, but didn’t
move forward after the Fed-
eral Reserve sharply raised
interest rates to combat in-
flation, freezing up the IPO
market.

The company reported
revenue of $614 million in the
fiscal year that ended Jan.
31, up nearly a third from a
year earlier, and an op-
erating loss of $195 million,
28% less than in fiscal 2023.
It had about $147 million in
cash and equivalents on
hand as of Jan. 31 and was
carrying $175 million in long-
term net debt.

The company’s share
structure will ensure that
control remains with the
founders — Mahdessian is
chief executive and Ku-
zoyan president — who will
retain all Class B shares,
which are entitled to 10 votes
each.

Lead underwriters on
the IPO are Goldman Sachs
Group, Morgan Stanley,
Wells Fargo and Citigroup.
They have an option to buy
an additional 132 million
shares, which will be traded
under the ticker symbol
“TTAN.”

Bloomberg contributed to
thisreport.

low the company to install
software that makes it pos-
sible to search a device or
iCloud account. In addition,
the company “actively dis-
courages” the use of work-
only iCloud accounts, the
lawsuit said.

According to the lawsuit,
Apple forbade Bhakta from
speaking publicly about his
work in digital advertising
and required him to remove
information about his work
from his LinkedIn profile.

These moves “limited his
visibility and attractiveness
in the job market,” the law-
suit said.

“If you use your personal
account on an Apple-man-
aged or Apple-owned
iPhone, iPad or computer,
any data stored on the de-
vice (including emails, pho-
tos, video, notes and more),
are subject to search by Ap-
ple,” company policy states,
according to the lawsuit.

Taken together, Apple’s
policies have a chilling effect
on employees’ willingness to
be whistleblowers on inter-
nal issues and on their free-
dom of movement in the job
market, the lawsuit said.

Bhakta filed the suit in
Santa Clara County Superi-
or Court this week under the
Private Attorneys General
Act, a unique California law
that allows employees to sue
on behalf of the state for la-
bor violations.

“All California employees
have the right to speak
about their wages and work-
ing conditions,” said Jahan
Sagafi, an attorney at Out-
ten & Golden, the firm that
represents Bhakta, in a
Monday news release. “Ap-
ple’s broad speech suppres-
sion policies create a danger
of discrimination going un-
challenged.”

Apple did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
for comment from The
Times. In a statement to the
Verge, Apple spokesperson
Josh Rosenstock disputed
the claims in the lawsuit.

“Every employee has the
right to discuss their wages,
hours and working condi-
tions and this is part of our
business conduct policy,
which all employees are
trained on annually. We
strongly disagree with these
claims and believe they lack
merit,” Rosenstock said.

Bhakta said hehopes Ap-
ple will change its approach.

“Being able to speak
openly about my work is so
important to me,” Bhakta
said in the release. “It’s dis-
appointing that Apple,
whose ethos is privacy and
confidentiality, would try to
monitor and censor me.”

Other Apple employees
have raised similar concerns
of privacy violations and
overly broad policies restric-
ting discussion of pay.

A2021report by the Verge
revealed concerns about
data privacy among Apple
workers required to link
their personal accounts and
devices to their jobs.

And in October Apple
was accused by the National
Labor Relations Board of
trying to prevent employees
from discussing pay equity
by enforcing broad rules
that prohibited workers
from discussing financial in-
centives the company uses
to reach sales goals by as-
serting that the topic in-
cluded “confidential and
proprietary information.”
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[Lawmakers look at more than “Trump-proofing’

[Legislature, from Ai]
ity.”

The speaker vowed to
continue to protect Califor-
nians from any federal over-
reach targeting their rights.

“If LGBTQ people come
under attack, ifhardworking
immigrants are targeted, if
women’s reproductive free-
dom is threatened, we will
fight back with everything
we have,” Rivas said.

California Atty. Gen. Rob
Bonta said that if the Legis-
lature approves the legal
fund, it will be used to pay at-
torneys and other staff
ready to take action in court
immediately if Trump does
anythingthe statebelievesis
unlawful.

The proposed $25 million
is “a start,” Bonta said.

“If there are no cases for
us to bring because the
Trump administration is
acting completely lawfully,

MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times

THE state Assembly and Senate welcomed 35 new
members — including a record number of women.

we won’t use any of it. We
don’t expect that, based on
what he did in the past —
what he has said he will do,”
Bonta said at a news confer-
ence in Sacramento on Mon-

day. “Under Trump 2.0, we
believe we will need to use all
ofit.”

California has been here
before. Eight years ago, the
legislative session kicked off

with a similar theme as
Democratsrushed to thwart
Trump’s policies, introduc-
ing bills that aimed to pro-
tectimmigrants from depor-
tation threats similar to pro-
posals coming from the in-
coming administration now.
“Californians donot need
healing. We need to fight,”
then-Assembly Speaker An-
thony Rendon (D-Lake-
wood) said in December
2016, calling Trump’s ap-
pointments then “white na-
tionalists and antisemites”
who “have no business work-
ingin the White House.”
Republicans tried to
block the approval of the
special session that kicked
off Monday, painting it as an
out-of-touch strategy and
urging Democrats to avoid
panic and resist egging on
the federal government.
“The people of California
sent a clear message during

this election season. They
are done with the majority
party’s failure to address the
most important issues we
face and they are ready for a
return to commonsense, so-
lution-focused governing,”
said Senate Minority Leader
Brian Jones (R-Santee). “We
are thrilled to see Califor-
nians standing up against
the Democrat machine and
declaring, ‘Enough is
enough.’””

Even Newsom — an ever-
willing Trump foe — has
shifted his messaging since
Republicans won the White
House and the U.S. Senate
and House in the November
election. In a statement on
Monday, the governor said
the special session was
about “setting this state up
for success” regardless of
whois in the White House.

“We will work with the in-
coming administration, and

we want President Trump to
succeed in serving all Ameri-
cans,” Newsom said. “But
when there is overreach,
when lives are threatened,
when rights and freedoms
are targeted, we will take ac-
tion.”

Assemblymember Isaac
Bryan (D-Los Angeles) in-
troduced a bill on Monday
that would repeal taxes on
car seats and baby wipes —a
bill he said “pro-family” Re-
publicans should support.
He said members of his
party need to “slow down” as
they promise to lead the
Trump resistance, and focus
on policy that helps people
rather than on talking
points.

“I think it’s different this
time. No one’s growing their
base attacking Trump right
now,” Bryan said. “You can
do real policy work and not
just play politics with it.”

MARKET ROUNDUP

S&P 500 inches higher; U.S. Steel, Tesla are among day’s losers

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — TU.S.
stocks tiptoed to more re-
cords amid a mixed Tuesday
of trading, tacking a touch
more onto what’s already
been a stellar year so far.

The Standard & Poor’s
500 edged up less than 0.1%
to set an all-time high for the
556th time this year. It has
climbed in 10 of the last 11
days and is on track for one
of its best years since the
turn of the millennium.

The Dow Jonesindustrial
average slipped 0.2%, while
the Nasdaq composite add-
ed 0.4% to its own record set
aday earlier.

AT&T rose 4.6% after it
boosted its profit forecast
for the year. It also an-
nounced a $10-billion plan to
send cash to its investors by
buying back its own stock,
while saying it expects to au-

thorize another $10 billion of
repurchases in 2027.

On the losing end of Wall
Street was U.S. Steel, which
fell 8%. President-elect Don-
ald Trump reiterated on so-
cial media that he would not
let Japan’s Nippon Steel
take over the Pennsylvania
steelmaker.

Nippon Steel announced
plans last December to buy
the Pittsburgh-based steel
producer for $14.1 billion in
cash, raising concerns about
what the transaction could
mean for unionized workers,
supply chains and U.S. na-
tional security. Earlier this
year, President Biden also
came out against the acqui-
sition.

Tesla sank 1.6% after a
judge in Delaware reaf-
firmed a previous ruling that
the electric car maker must
revoke Elon Musk’s multi-
billion-dollar pay package.
The judge denied a request

Major stock indexes

Daily Daily % YTD %
Index Close change change change
Dow industrials 44,705.53 -76.47 -017 +18.62
S&P 500 6,049.88 +2.73 +0.05 +26.84
Nasdaq composite 19,480.91 +76.96 +0.40 +29.77
S&P 400 3,347.44 -9.86 -0.29 +20.34
Russell 2000 2,416.35 -17.79 -0.73  +19.20
EuroStoxx 50 4,878.51 +31.78 +0.66 +7.89
Nikkei (Japan) 39,248.86 +735.84 +191  +17.29
Hang Seng (Hong Kong) 19,746.32 +196.03 +1.00 +15.83

Associated Press

by attorneys for Musk and
Tesla’s corporate directors
to vacate her ruling earlier
this year requiring the com-
pany to rescind the unprece-
dented pay package.

All told, the S&P 500 rose
2.73 points to 6,049.88. The
Dow fell 7647 points to
44.705.53, and the Nasdaq
composite gained 76.96
points to close at 19,480.91.

In the bond market,

Treasury yields held rela-
tively steady after a report
showed U.S. employers were
advertising slightly more job
openings at the end of Octo-
ber than a month earlier.
Continued strength there
would raise optimism that
the economy could remain
out of a recession that many
investorshad earlierworried
was inevitable.

The yield on the 10-year

Treasury rose to 4.23% from
4.20% from late Monday.

Yields have seesawed
since election day amid wor-
ries that Trump’s prefer-
ences for lower tax rates and
bigger tariffs could spur
higher inflation along with
economic growth. But tra-
ders are still confident the
Federal Reserve will cut its
main interest rate again at
its next meeting in two
weeks. They’re seeing a
nearly 3-in-4 chance of that,
according to data from CME
Group.

Lower rates can give the
economy more juice, but
they can also give inflation
more fuel.

The key report this week
that could guide the Fed’s
next move will arrive on Fri-
day. It’s the monthly jobs re-
port, which will show how
many workers U.S. employ-
ers hired and fired during
November. It could be diffi-

No need to ‘hold the onions’: E. coli outbreak is over

By DANIELA SIRTORI

An E. coli outbreak that
hit McDonald’s Corp. is over,
the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said
Tuesday.

Fresh, slivered onions at
McDonald’s were the likely
source of the outbreak, the
CDC said, in line with previ-
ous reports. Beef had been
ruled out earlier as the po-
tential cause.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration also said Tues-
day that it had closed its in-
vestigation. The announce-
ments give “certainty and
validation from leading
health authorities, which
will be meaningful for our
customers and communi-
ties,” McDonald’s said.

A total of 104 people in 14
states reported illnesses, ac-
cording to the CDC. Howev-
er, the number of sickened
individuals probably was
much larger because many
recover without medical
care and aren’t tested for E.
coli.

McDonald’s had stopped
sourcing onions from a Col-
orado facility of supplier

GENE J. PUSKAR Associated Press

THE FDA closed its investigation into an E. coli outbreak at McDonald’s restau-
rants. Fresh, slivered onions were the likely source of the outbreak, the CDC said.

Taylor Farms, which issued
arecall after the outbreak.

It’snot yet clear how or at
what stage E. coli entered
the supply chain, a McDon-
ald’s spokesperson said in a
media briefing. That’s why
the chainhas stopped sourc-
ing from both the facility
that processed the onions
and the farm where they
originated, the representa-
tive said.

McDonald’s said it’s
working with industry
groups and health officials
to see if additional checks
are needed for produce, add-
ing that it’s confident in its
supply chain processes.

The chain disclosed the
outbreak on Oct. 22 and
temporarily yanked Quarter
Pounders, which have the
slivered onions, from many
restaurants. It also pledged

to spend $100 million to re-
vive sales and support fran-
chisees after the E. coli news
scared away many diners.

In a memo sent to em-
ployees and franchisees that
was seen by Bloomberg
News, McDonald’s said the
company was investing $35
million in marketing and
ads. Additionally, the com-
pany told Bloomberg it is
spending $65 million on pro-

grams that support fran-
chisees, such as deferrals on
rent and royalties.

Lately, the company has
been seeking to bring cus-
tomers in with the limited-
time-offer McRib and the
announcement of a new val-
ue menu.

Foot traffic and sales
took a beating after officials
announced they were inves-
tigating an E. coli outbreak
linked to the fresh slivered
onions.

In the week that ended
Oct. 27, sales fell nearly 12%
compared with the previous
week, according to
Bloomberg Second Measure
data, which tracks debit and
credit card transactions by
U.S. consumers.

The outbreak came as
McDonald’s had been work-
ing to overcome slow sales
with splashy promotions
and steep discounts. Its $5
value meal resonated with
low-income customersinthe
U.S. and drove guest counts
in the third quarter, before
the chain was rocked by E.
coli.

Sirtori writes for
Bloomberg.

cult to parse given how
much storms and strikes
distorted figures in October.

Based on trading in the
options market, Friday’s
jobsreport appearstobe the
biggest potential market
mover until the Fed an-
nounces its next decision on
interest rates Dec. 18, ac-
cording to strategists at
Barclays Capital.

In financial markets
abroad, the value of South
Korea’s currency fell 11%
againstthe U.S.dollar aftera
frenetic night during which
President Yoon Suk Yeol de-
clared martial law and then
later said he’d lift it afterlaw-
makers voted to reject mili-
tary rule. Stocks of Korean
companies that trade in the
United States also fell, in-
cluding a 1.6% drop for SK
Telecom.

Japan’s Nikkei 225
jumped 1.9%, helping lead
global markets. Some ana-
lysts think Japanese stocks
could end up benefiting from
Trump’s threats to raise tar-
iffs, including for goods com-
ing from China.

Trade relations between
the U.S. and China took an-
other step backward after
China said it is banning ex-
ports to the U.S. of gallium,
germanium, antimony and
other key high-tech materi-
als with potential military
applications.

The counterpunch came
swiftly after the U.S. Com-
merce Department ex-
panded the list of Chinese
technology companies sub-
ject to export controls to in-
clude many that make
equipment used to make
computer chips, chipmak-
ing tools and software. The
140 companies newly in-
cluded in the so-called “en-
tity list” are nearly all based
in China.

In China, stock indexes
rose 1% in Hong Kong and
0.4% in Shanghai amid un-
confirmed reports that Chi-
nese leaders would meet
next week to discuss plan-
ning for the coming year. In-
vestors are hoping it may
bring fresh stimulus to help
spur growth in the world’s
second-largest economy.

In France, the CAC 40
rose 0.3% amid continued
worries about politics in
Paris, where the govern-
ment is battling over the
budget.

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

In re The Roman Catholic Bishop of San Diego

Case No. 24-02202

Notice of Deadline for Filing Claims: FEBRUARY 3, 2025

YOU MAY HAVE A SEXUAL ABUSE CLAIM OR OTHER
CLAIM AGAINST THE DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO
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Deposit & Loan Guide
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On June 17, 2024, The Roman Catholic Bishop of San Diego, sometimes referred to
as The Diocese of San Diego (“Debtor”) filed for protection under chapter 11 of Title
11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”).

If you were sexually abused by any person connected with Debtor, you must file
a claim so as to be received by February 3, 2025, or otherwise you will be forever
barred, estopped, and enjoined from asserting such claim against the Debtor.
Even if you have already filed a lawsuit against Debtor alleging abuse you must
still file a claim to maintain and/or preserve your rights.

Claims based on acts or omissions of the Debtor that occurred before June 17,
2024, must be filed on or before February 3, 2025, even if such claims are not
now fixed, liquidated, or certain or did not mature or become fixed, liquidated,
or certain before June 17, 2024.

For more information on how to obtain and file a proof of claim form and associated
documents, please visit https://www.donlinrecano.com/rcbsd, or contact Donlin
Recano, the Debtor’s claims agent, via email at rcbsdinfo@drc.equiniti.com or by
phone at 1-866-521-4424, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (prevailing
Eastern Time), Monday through Friday.
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EDITORIAL

PERSONAL NOTE

California is still counting
ballots. Is that a problem?

OME CALIFORNIANS WERE carving

Halloween pumpkins and taking

their kids trick-or-treating when

they cast their ballots in this year’s

election. Now they’re putting up
Christmas trees while officials are still tally-
ing votes in some places.

With the vast majority of ballots counted,
most of the races have been called by media
organizations anyway, including some very
close ones. In Orange County, Democrat
Derek Tran was declared the winner over
Republican Rep. Michelle Steel last week.

With that and a race in Iowa called the
same week, California now claims the dis-
tinction of being home to the last congres-
sional race in the country that has yet to be
called. That’sinthe Central Valley’s 13th Dis-
trict, where, with an estimated 99% of the
votes counted as of Tuesday afternoon,
Democrat Adam Gray was leading Republi-
can Rep. John Duarte by 165 votes.

That doesn’t mean everyone should keep
hating on California for taking so long. First
of all, we have more people than any other
state. Second, every voter in the state is
automatically mailed a ballot starting about
amonth before election day. In Los Angeles
County, more than 70% of voters mailed in
ballots or dropped them off, said Mike

Sanchez, a spokesperson for the county reg-
istrar-recorder. According to the office of the
California secretary of state, nearly 90% of
voters cast their ballots by mail in the 2022
midterm.

Californians are also allowed to register
and vote by provisional ballot on election
day. It takes more time to process those bal-
lots.

California ballots had to be postmarked
by Nov. 5 to be counted but could be received
by election officials up to seven days later. All
those mailed ballots have to be checked to
see whether the signatures match the ones
onthevoterrolls. And ifthey don’t, voters are
contacted and told they can correct — or
“cure” — the ballot with a signature.

The state’s voters had until Dec. 1 to fix
their ballots. And so we still have votes being
counted even as Christmas shopping is in
full swing.

L.A. County workers have been proc-
essing and counting ballots every day since
Nov. 6, the day after election day, except for
Thanksgiving, according to Sanchez. In fact,
the week after the election, the county had
shifts processing ballots around the clock.

Could some counties process and count
ballots faster? Maybe. Some state legislators
are interested in finding ways to expedite the
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GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times

VOTERS (and a dog) at an L.A. County Fire Department facility in Venice. As of
Tuesday morning, California had the country’s last uncalled congressional race.

process.

But what’s more important is that the
slow pace has gone hand in hand with allow-
ing voters ample time and a few ways to get
their ballots in — and then to fix issues that
might prevent them from being counted.
The painstaking process of collecting and
checking these ballots speaks both to elec-
tion integrity and to giving voters access and
opportunities to vote.

That makes it worth waiting for a few

races that seemed to take forever to call.
Closure is coming. All counties are re-
quired to submit their results for statewide
elections by Friday. (And, as far as state offi-
cials know, no county has ever missed the
deadline.) And the secretary of state is ex-
pected to certify statewide election results
on Dec.13 — still weeks before any of the win-

ners’ terms begin.

— CARLA HALL IS A MEMBER OF THE
TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD

LETTERS

GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times

JOSHUA SHELTON, co-founder of a company seeking to revamp the Mt. Waterman Ski Resort, on Nov. 22.

What our mountains don’t need

Re “Partners’ plan to remake sKi resort raises concern,” Dec. 1

in the area. It is adjacent to the rugged and beautiful San Gabriel Wilderness, home to many endangered animals

T HE AREA AROUND WATERMAN MOUNTAIN (its true name) is one I know quite well, having led crews to work on trails

such as the majestic Nelson bighorn sheep.

Two recent major fires have devastated this part of the San Gabriel Mountains, and it is slowly recovering.

The impacts proposed by the redevelopment of the Mt. Waterman ski area, such as flying helicopters close to the
mountains and pumping out groundwater to make snow, would further strain this fragile environment. The benefit of this
revamped resort for a few rich people is far out of proportion to the damage it would cause.

My father skied there in the 1940s and ’50s when snow was more reliable. Climate change has drastically changed condi-
tions to where it makes little sense to expand local ski operations. Perhaps some other use could be found that would have

less of an impact.

ALAN CoLES, Long Beach

‘What a bitter

disappointment’

Re “President does an
about-face, pardons his
son,” Nov. 3

What a bitter disappoint-
ment President Biden has
become. He claims his son
was unfairly targeted for
prosecution, so he par-
doned him.

Thisislike the guyina
Lamborghini who whines
that he was unfairly tar-
geted for a speeding ticket
because of his car. It doesn’t
change the fact he was
speeding.

Last June, a jury found
Hunter Biden guilty of
federal gun crimes; in Sep-
tember, he pleaded guilty to
federal tax charges. In par-
doning his son, President
Biden turns out to be just as
self-serving as all the other
distasteful politicians we
read about.

Iliked to think that we
Democrats hold ourselves

to ahigh standard. Iliked to
think that our focus on the
greater good is virtuous. I
liked to think we value hon-
esty and integrity.
I cannolonger think

that.

JERROLD COLEMAN

Santa Clarita

.o
.o

Ifa bully were to threaten
to shoot your son, would you
not try to protect him with a
bulletproof vest?

This might not be the
best comparison, but I think
the president has Trump-
proofed his son from all the
threats of revenge against
“enemies” promised by
members of the incoming
administration.

Infact, Ithink that all of
those “enemies” also should
be pardoned by the presi-
dent.

When President Biden
promised not to pardon his
son, there was noreal threat
lurking in the future; that
changed after the election.

Idon’t think that the
president’s pardon in any
way can be considered
interference with the rule of
law and the Department of
Justice, as many Republi-
cans are now proclaiming.
After all, Hunter Biden
stood trial and was con-
victed. Where was the inter-
ference?

MARIE SLONSKI
Altadena

.o
oo

President Biden tells the
world, “No reasonable per-
son who looks at the facts of
Hunter’s cases canreach
any other conclusion than
Hunter was singled out only
because he is my son — and
that iswrong.”

No, Mr. President: After
Hunter Biden was sober, he
filed federal returns here in
California that contained
bogus deductions (includ-
ing payments to escorts).

Those are the type of
deductions and in amounts
for which the Internal Reve-

nue Service will definitely
bring criminal charges, no
matter the offender’s last
name. And the amounts of
understated taxes would
generally produce prison
time considering the man-
datory federal sentencing
guidelines for tax offenses.
Kip DELLINGER
Santa Monica
The writeris a certified
public accountant who has
written about tax practice
and policy for trade publica-
tions.

“Such an abuse and
miscarriage of Justice!”

Ihadtoreadthat three
times to believe what was
falling out of President-elect
Donald Trump’s mouth
regarding the Hunter Biden
pardon.

Ifnot an abuse and mis-
carriage of justice, what
then was Trump’s pardon of
Charles Kushner, his son-in-
law’s father? And what then
will it be when Trump starts

wholesale pardons ofthe
attackers ofthe U.S. Capitol
onJan. 6,2021?

Such hypocrisy has
defined Trump since the
day he descended the
Trump Tower escalator in
2015.

SAUL ISLER
Los Angeles

Grim data on
politics, families

Re “How to survive political
disagreements this Thanks-
giving,” Opinion, Nov. 27

Yes, we should all try to
be more empathetic and
humble when talking about
politics with family during
holiday get-togethers, and
really throughout the year.
It’'s not always that easy,
however.

One intwo adultsis
estranged from a close
relation today, according to
anational poll that my
company, the Harris Poll,
fielded shortly after election
day. While the main expla-
nation for such rupturesis
something that arelative
said or did, one in five attrib-
ute it directly to political
differences.

Just more than half of
those who are estranged
because of politics want to
reconcile to some degree.
But most say reconnecting
is unlikely, with one in five
saying they never want to
make up. Our survey shows
that even a death in the
family or an intervention by
arelative isn’t enough to get
most to resume contact.

Soyes, let’stry tobeless
judgmental with relatives if
it averts another family
fracture. Just because polit-
icalleaders increasingly are
mean and downright hate-
ful doesn’t mean we have to
be that way too.

WILL JOHNSON
Chicago

The writer is chief execu-

tive of the Harris Poll.

Iwould like to share my
uplifting Thanksgiving
experience.

I'was about to check out
at Smart & Final in West
Hollywood last week when
the young man behind me
got my attention. He said,
“Excuse me, but may I pay
for your groceries?”

What? Why? Ithanked
him but said no, it wasn’t
necessary.

Iam 82 and worea
hoodie and sweats.Iam
thin. Did Ilook impover-
ished? Or strange?

He insisted, explaining it
was Thanksgiving and he
just wanted to do something
nice.

The checker was watch-

ing and she spoke up: I
should let him.

Before I could do any-
thing, he put his phone on
top of the screen and clicked
the button to pay. He ex-
plained that he planned to
pay for the groceries of
whoever was in front of him.

I asked his name; heis
Ryan.

This gesture of unso-
licited generosity and kind-
ness — especially in this
time of such fear, division
and rage — is very note-
worthy. Ryan deserves high
praise and thanks.

And thanks to The
Times for providing a space
torecognize him.

WENDY TUCKER
West Hollywood

Work rules
could clog ERs

Re “GOP targets Medicaid
with rehash of abad idea,”
Column, Dec. 1

Community clinics, such
as Venice Family Clinic, are
nonprofits that provide
healthcare to people in
need, many of whom rely on
Medi-Cal, which is the fed-
eral Medicaid program in
California.

Imposing federal work
requirements for Medicaid,
and therefore Medi-Cal,
would endanger patients’
health and increase costs
forall of us.

Experience shows that
when the qualification
process for health insurance
through the program is
excessively complicated,
otherwise eligible people
are more likely to have their
Medi-Cal coverage termi-
nated. This can cause dis-
ruptions in ongoing care for
chronic or acute illnesses.

Patients can become
sicker, leading to costlier
treatments and hospitali-
zations. Some people may
forgo Medi-Cal altogether
and instead seek routine
care in emergency rooms,
which reduces overall ER
access and drives up health-
care costs.

About one-third of Cali-
fornians receive healthcare
coverage through Medi-Cal.
Work requirements would
have far-reaching ramifica-
tions —not just for Medi-
Calrecipients, but for all of
us.

MiTEsH PoprAT, MD
Venice

The writer is chief execu-

tive of Venice Family Clinic.
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JOE BIDEN embraces his son Hunter in Wilmington, Del., after the 2020 election.

An understandable,
unforgivable pardon

President Biden’s son Hunter may have been singled
out for prosecution, but he did in fact break the law

ROBIN ABCARIAN

IT cAME As a surprise that
President Biden uncondi-
tionally pardoned his son
Hunter, a convicted felon,
after repeatedly vowing that
he would not. For the past
few months, each time Biden
or his press secretary was ”
asked whether a pardon was in the cards,
they both emphatically said no.

So much for one of the president’s favor-
itelines, “I give you my word as a Biden.”

Hunter, who was facing a potential sen-
tence of years in prison for tax evasion and
lying on a federal firearms application, is
now free to pursue his career as a middling
painter of overpriced art.

I admit that when I first heard the pardon
news, I thought, “Good for you, Joe! Why
should you follow the rules when no one on
Planet Trump does? Let the people who
voted to return a sex-offending, defaming,
defrauding felon to the White House get a
tiny taste of their own medicine.”

On second thought, however, it’s more
complicated than that.

How can any of us be outraged at the way

Trump and those in his circle seem immune
from the consequences of their malign ac-
tions ifwe applaud Biden’s pardon of his son
for crimes he has either been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to?

How can we be outraged that Trump’s
son-in-law Jared Kushner received $2 billion
from the murderous Saudis if we think it’s
perfectly fine for Hunter Biden to be paid
millions of dollars for sitting on the board of
Burisma, the Ukrainian energy company
that was under investigation for corruption
while his father was vice president and over-
seeing White House policy on UKkraine?

The real outrage is the general lack of
accountability for the illegal, unethical or
immoral behavior of children born into
wealth and privilege whose only “talents” are
their ability to exploit their proximity to
powerful people. Nepo babies gonna nepo
baby.

Hunter Biden was charged with lyingon a
gun purchase form, having claimed on pen-
alty of perjury that he was not using drugs
when, as he recounts in his memoir, he was a
raging coke and meth addict. He was also
charged with evading more than $1 million in
taxes, which he has since paid, along with
penalties and interest.

Was he unfairly singled out? Maybe, but
he still broke the law.

As President Biden stated in announcing
the pardon, “Without aggravating factors
like use in a crime, multiple purchases, or
buying a weapon as a straw purchaser, peo-
ple are almost never brought to trial on
felony charges solely for how they filled out a
gun form. Those who were late paying their
taxes because of serious addictions, but paid
them back subsequently with interest and
penalties, are typically given non-criminal
resolutions.”

All true, which is why the government
originally offered Hunter a deal that would
have allowed him to avoid prison. He was to
plead guilty to two misdemeanor counts of
failing to pay his 2017 and 2018 taxes on time,
and to agree to a diversion program that
would allow him to avoid prosecution on the
charge that he lied when he bought a hand-
gun in 2018.

But afederal judge put the plea deal on
hold last year, saying she did not want to
“rubber stamp” an unorthodox and complex
agreement that was reached without her
input. Republicans piled on, filing an amicus
brief complaining that the deal was too
lenient and that the investigation was
tainted by political interference from the
Biden administration.

At that point, with the plea deal in tat-
ters, Atty. Gen. Merrick Garland appointed a
special counsel to the case. A month later, in
September 2023, then-House Speaker Kevin
MecCarthy opened his sham impeachment
investigation of the president, claiming
Biden lied about his knowledge of his son’s
business affairs.

The House’s eventual report basically
found that Hunter used his daddy’s name to
enrich himself. Yawn.

Last summer, after a salacious trial that,
as the New York Times put it, “made pain-
fully public Mr. Biden’s crack addiction,
reckless behavior and ruinous spending,” a
federal jury found Hunter guilty of three
felony counts related to the gun application.
In September, Hunter Biden avoided tor-
menting his family with another trial by
pleading guilty to nine federal tax charges.

“There has been an effort to break Hunt-
er — who has been five and a halfyears sober,
eveninthe face of unrelenting attacks and
selective prosecution,” President Biden’s
statement said. “In trying to break Hunter,
they’ve tried to break me — and there’s no
reason to believe it will stop here. Enough is
enough.”

Hunter may have been singled out for
prosecution, but Hunter did in fact screw up.
And President Biden, who has often said
that Americans in the Trump era are en-
gaged in a “battle to save the soul of the
nation,” has shown that he, too, will warp
justice for his own ends. I thought he was
better than that.

Bluesky: @rabcarian.bsky.social
Threads: @rabcarian

The media and their critics tell the same lie

The press is not as
important as journalists
and their detractors
claim, especially now.

JONAH GOLDBERG

HE AMERICAN MEDIA
have abootleggers-
and-Baptists prob-
lem.

Coined by the
economist Bruce Yandle, the
term “bootleggers and Baptists”
describes how groups that are
ostensibly opposed to each
other can have a shared interest
in maintaining the regulatory
status quo. Baptists favored
Prohibition for moral reasons,
but so did the bootleggers who
profited from it by selling alcohol
illegally. And politicians ben-
efited from playing both sides.

An analogous dynamic sur-
rounds the modern press.
Across the ideological spectrum,
from the ChomsKkyite left to the

W ) e )

RUTH BROWN Associaed Press
NEWSPAPERS in New York in May. The public’s opinion of
Donald Trump is one sign of the media’s limited influence.

terms such as “illegal immi-
grant” or on whether to capi-
talize “Black” and “white” asa
raceis premised on a grandiose
view of the press as guardians of
the American mind or soul. The
media’s whole “defund the po-
lice” conversation, to give anoth-
er example, transpired amid
near-zero support for theidea
among most Americans.

Or consider Donald Trump.
I’'mno fan, but Ilooklike a
MAGA rally front-seater com-
pared with many in the media
(and not just the opinion col-
umnists). And yet Trump not
only won but improved his
standing with nearly every dem-
ographic group in last month’s
election.

The response from some on
theleft is a variant of the old
trope about how socialism
doesn’t work because it’s never
really been tried: If only the
media had really held Trump
accountable — or took climate
change, race or some otherissue
even more seriously — it would
make a difference.

Many in the media, mean-

Bannonite right, partisans,
politicians and journalists them-
selves exaggerate the power,
influence and importance of
“the media.”

Let’s start with the journal-
ists. Members of all professions
have a tendency to hold them-
selvesin highregard. From
physicians to plumbers, nearly
everyone wants to believe that
what they do matters. But with
the possible exceptions of politi-
cians and actors, journalists
probably have the highest collec-
tive estimation of their own
importance.

My pointisn’t that they’re
wrong — heck, Ilike to believe
that what I do matters. It’s that
they exaggerate not just their
power and influence but also
their celebrity and authority.
Heart surgeons famously tend
to be arrogant, but there is no
endless stream of conferences,
books, editorials, essays and
academic courses dedicated to
emphasizing the indispensable
role of cardiothoracic medicine.
Nor does any plumbing trade

journal proclaim that “Democ-
racy Dies in Sewage” on its front
page.

In psychological terms alone,
it’sin journalists’ interests to
encourage the widespread ob-
session with the Fourth Estate.
But the media are a mess partly
because they believe their own
hype.

Asaconservative media
critic who has written scores of
columns about the press’ liberal
bias — which isreal — I've had
my own obsessions over the
years. But I've grown weary of
media criticism — again, not
because the criticisms are nec-
essarily wrong but because they
overestimate the power of the
institution they question. That’s
the Baptist-and-bootlegger
problem: The outsize power and
influence of the media is a lie
that all sides have agreed on.

American journalism is like
an exhausted prizefighter on the
brink of collapse, being held up
by his opponent to give the
crowd a good show.

According to many on the

right, who often unwittingly
repurpose formulations first
introduced by lefty bogeymen,
the media create narratives and
manufacture consent — a term
coined by Walter Lippmann and
adopted by Noam ChomsKky —
that the rest of us are powerless
to overcome.

But consider the example of
climate change. The press has
invested vast resources in cov-
ering the climate, which it has
been hectoring the public and
catastrophizing about for 20
years. And yet climate change
remains at or near the bottom of
every survey of the most impor-
tant issues to the public. Ifthe
media can manufacture con-
sent, why is there so little con-
sent to their view of climate
change?

This is just one example of
the media thinking not just that
it should but that it can define
the interests of the public. The
amount of energy and hand-
wringing that has been dedi-
cated to, say, revising Associated
Press Stylebook guidance on

while, wrap themselves in the
mantle of heroic martyrdom as
Trump attacks them.

And on the right, while the
media’s inability to control the
narrative is occasionally cele-
brated, that never diminishes
the hysteria about its alleged
omnipotence. The media, the
writer Michael Shellenberger
insisted recently, “is arguably
more powerful than the govern-
ment itself.”

Really? It has a funny way of
showing it.

The media industry has been
shrinking for decades. Since
2000, of the 532 industries
tracked by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, newspapers saw the
single sharpest decline in per-
sonnel, 77%. And trust in the
mediaisinthe gutter.

So here’s anidea for the
press: Just tell the truth to the
best of your ability and stop
trying to determine the overall
narrative. The American people
will write their own.

@JonahDispatch

How to save
medication
abortions in
this Congress

Democrats should repeal an 1873
law that conservatives want to
use to prohibit any shipment of
mifepristone and misoprostol.

By Erwin Chemerinsky
and Miles Mogulescu

EFORE DEMOCRATS LOSE the
White House and the Senate,
they should push through legis-
lation to repeal the Comstock
Act, which could be used to pre-
vent legal medically induced abortions ev-
erywhere in the United States. Given the
success of ballot initiatives that protect
the right to abortion in even conservative
states in last week’s election, the politics
could be right to repeal that 1873 law.

The Comstock Act was adopted to pro-
hibit the interstate shipment of obscene
materials. The law also outlawed the ship-
ment of anything meant to prevent con-
ception or end pregnancy.

The law, as it now stands, prohibits the
shipment through the mail of “every arti-
cle or thing designed, adapted, or in-
tended for producing abortion.” It also for-
bids any “express company or other com-
mon carrier” from providing for “carriage”
of suchitems “in interstate or foreign com-
merce.” The act provides for a sentence of
up to five years for the first offense and 10
years plus a fine for the second.

In 2023, 63% of all abortions in states
without total bans were medically induced
rather than surgical. Conservatives want
the federal government to invoke the
Comstock Act to prohibit any shipment of
mifepristone and misoprostol, the drugs
used for medically induced abortions, by
mail or otherservice, in effect ending them
in the United States. This would apply
evenin states with strong abortion protec-
tions, such as California.

The Heritage Foundation’s Project
2025, a road map for Donald Trump’s sec-
ond term as president, explicitly states
that “following the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in Dobbs, there is now no federal pro-
hibition on the enforcement of this statu-
te. The Department of Justice in the next
conservative Administration should
therefore announce its intent to enforce
federallaw against providers and distribu-
tors of such pills.” In June, the right-wing
National Review wrote “a new administra-
tionis free to enforce the Comstock Act.”

Enforcing it does not require passing
any new laws. Late in the campaign,
Trump said he’s not for new legislation re-
quiring a nationwide abortion ban. But
Jonathan Mitchell, who represented
Trump in the Supreme Court, stated: “We
don’t need a federal ban when we have
Comstock on the books.” Just a handful of
criminal prosecutions threatening doc-
tors with five-year prison sentences for
mailing abortion medicines could intimi-
date most doctors and other providers
from doing so.

Even though the Biden administration
refused to enforce the Comstock Act, over
the last year, a number of commentators
have called for it to be repealed. In June,
Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minn.) introduced the
Stop Comstock Act with co-sponsorship
from numerous Democratic Senate and
House members. The bill was endorsed by
the Congressional Progressive Caucus.

Smith stated at the time: “When
MAGA Republicans say they intend to use
the Comstock Act to control women’s de-
cisions and enact a backdoor national
abortion ban, we should believe them.
Now that Trump has overturned Roe, a fu-
ture Republican administration could try
to misapply this 150-year-old Comstock
law to deny American women their rights,
even in states where abortion rights are
protected by state law.”

Congress did not take up the bill. It is
imperative that lawmakers do sointhe up-
coming lame-duck session.

Would they succeed? Before the new
Congressissworninondan. 3,2025, Demo-
crats in effect hold a 51-49 Senate majority
and a four-seat House minority; they
wouldn’t need to persuade many Republi-
cans in order to achieve this repeal. Until
Jan. 20, Biden is the president who would
sign the Stop Comstock Act.

Abortion is the one issue that Demo-
crats won in this election. Voters in seven
states — including conservative ones such
as Missouri and Montana — passed laws
protecting abortion rights. Even in Flor-
ida, which Trump won decisively, 57% of
the voters supported an initiative safe-
guarding abortion rights, though this was
lessthanthe 60% needed inthat state forit
topass.

Polls show that almost two-thirds of
voters support broad abortion rights. In
the House, a few Republicans might fall in
line with voters’ wishes and back repeal. In
the worst case, even if the effort to repeal
the Comstock Act failed, it would be politi-
cally beneficial for Democrats to have Re-
publicans on record voting to keep this ar-
chaiclaw.

Inthe weeks ahead, Democrats need to
think about what they can do before they
lose the White House and the Senate. Re-
pealing the Comstock Act should be a top
priority.

ERwIN CHEMERINSKY, a contributing
writer to Opinion and dean of the UC
Berkeley School of Law, is the author of
“No Democracy Lasts Forever: How the
Constitution Threatens the United
States.” MiLEs MOGULESCU is an attorney
and Oscar-nominated filmmaker.
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Hochman sworn in, announces policy reversals

[Hoechman, from Al]

trist. A former Republican,
Hochman easily parried
Gascon’s attempts to label
him as a right-wing extrem-
ist and defeated the incum-
bent by a nearly 20-point
margin, attracting voters in
deep-blue L.A. County with
a campaign that offered a
“hard middle” approach to
fighting crime.

“We are not here today as
Democrats, independents
or Republicans. ... We are
here collectively as Ange-
lenos who represent the
10 million clients of the dis-
trict attorney’s office who
arelooking tolive in a county
where safety is prioritized,”
Hochman said in a speech
Tuesday. “Where laws are
followed. Those who break
them are held accountable.
And the process to get there
is fair, impartial, ethical and
effective.”

Schwarzenegger said he
supported Hochman be-
cause he blamed Gascén for
ariseinlawlessness and cha-
osinL.A. County.

Violent and property
crime rose countywide from
2019 to 2023, mostly under
Gascon’s watch, but that
also came during a post-
pandemic-emergency crime
surge that hit other Califor-
nia counties several times
harder. Violent crime is
down about 5% in Los Ange-
les this year, according to
LAPD data, and criminolo-
gists have cast doubt on the
idea that Gascoén, or any
progressive prosecutor,
should be blamed for ebbs
and flows of crime trends.

But to many voters, and
the former governor, the
connection couldn’t be
clearer.

“Government’s No. 1 re-
sponsibility is to protect its
citizens,” Schwarzenegger
said. “Let’s never forget that.
And Los Angeles has failed.”

Hochman’s speech was
met by raucous cheers from
hundreds of law enforce-
ment leaders and prose-
cutors, many of whom
waited in the street to chant
for their new boss after years
of warring with Gascon. Los
Angeles Police Chief Jim Mc-
Donnell, Sheriff Robert

Luna and former Dist. Atty.
Jackie Lacey were all in at-

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

“WE ARE NOT here today as Democrats, independents or Republicans. ... We are here collectively as Ange-
lenos,” said Dist. Atty. Nathan Hochman, above with Councilwoman Traci Park, at his swearing-in Tuesday.

tendance, as Hochman
promised a renewed part-
nership with police under
his administration.

Referring to the “facts
and the law” as his North
Star, Hochman repeated his
promise to balance criminal
justice reform and public
safety, without contributing
to California’s issues with
prison overpopulation,
which he called a systemic
failure.

While he plans to let pros-
ecutors pursue death ver-
dicts again, Hochman said
they can do so only in “rare”
cases, including school
shootings or the “cold-
blooded assassination of a
police officer.” A moratori-
um issued by Gov. Gavin
Newsom in 2019 prevents ex-
ecutions from taking place.

On misdemeanor crimes,
Hochman vowed to bring
charges where Gascon
didn’t but also offer first-
time nonviolent offenders
prison alternatives, includ-
ing diversion and restitution

programs. In cases where
defendants were driven to
commit their crimes be-
cause of addiction issues,
Hochman plans to have
prosecutors offer a choice
between prison or an 18-
month intensive rehabilita-
tion program.

“Filling the prisons to the
breaking point is the failure
of the criminal justice sys-
tem,” Hochman said. “The
true goal of an effective crim-
inal justice administration
is, ‘Can you deter the crimi-
nals from committing the
crimesin the first place?’ ”

Hochman announced
the formation of several task
forcesto deal with homeless-
ness, fentanyl, human traf-
ficking, organized retail
crime, residential burglary
and hate crimes, which
would involve partnerships
with local law enforcement
and county and city agencies
that aid the unhoused. He
did not offer specifics about
the task forces in his speech.

Some county leaders, in-
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cluding Public Defender Ri-
cardo Garcia, expressed
concern about Hochman’s
potential to go too far in
erasing Gascon’s legacy.

“I don’t think voters were
voting to support the return
of the death penalty, gang
enhancements or charging
children as adults,” he said,
adding that he believes vot-
ersreacted to a sense of law-
lessness on the streets driv-
en by the county’s homeless-
ness crisis.

The new district attorney
is also expected to retool the
office’s leadership structure
by ousting some of Gascon’s
closest handpicked advis-
ors. Last month, Hochman
named Steve Katz, a 34-year
veteran of the office who re-
cently led the Public Integri-
ty Division, to replace Jo-
seph Iniguez as chief deputy
district attorney. Hochman
also booted former public
defenders Shelan Joseph
and Tiffiny Blacknell from
their positions as special
counsel and chief of staff, ac-

cording to a November e-
mail sent by Katz that was
obtained by The Times.

Iniguez and Joseph did
not respond to requests for
comment, and it was not
clearwhere they would bere-
assigned. Blacknell was
transferred back to the pub-
lic defender’s office late
Monday, according to two
sources with direct knowl-
edge of the decision who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss per-
sonnel matters.

In a statement, Blacknell
said her removal was a “di-
rect consequence” of her
criticisms of police brutality,
and argued the decision was
political in nature. She de-
clined to comment further
when asked about being
transferred. Garcia declined
to comment on the person-
nel changes.

“My removal is essen-
tially a campaign promise
from Hochman himself,
aimed at silencing anyone
who dares to challenge the

entrenched status quo,”
Blacknell said in a state-
ment.

Hochman also elevated
some of his opponents from
the March primary to lead-
ership roles. Former Judge
Craig Mitchell, who has
done extensive work on Skid
Row, said he will lead a task
force dedicated to combat-
ing the county’s homeless-
ness crisis. Deputy Dist.
Atty. Maria Ramirez was
also promoted to assistant
district attorney, making her
one of Hochman’s closest
advisors as he takes office.

When Gascon took office
four years ago, he blindsided
many in his office with an in-
auguration address that an-
nounced drastic policy
changes, kicking off years of
bitter contention and law-
suits between him and his
staff. Leaders of the union
that represented rank-and-
file prosecutors say they’re
“hopefully optimistic” about
improved relations with the
incoming administration.

“We were encouraged by
our meeting with him two
weeks ago. He gave us more
time than the prior adminis-
tration had given us in four
years combined and I would
callit a productive and open
meeting in which we dis-
cussed core concerns for our
members,” said Ryan Erlich,
vice president of the Assn. of
Deputy District Attorneys.

Hochmanalso got asmall
taste Tuesday of the prog-
ressive forces determined to
challenge him at every turn.
A small group of protesters,
led by Black Lives Matter
Los Angeles, repeatedly
booed and hissed from the
street during Hochman’s
speech.

Melina Abdullah, the co-
founder of Black Lives Mat-
ter in Los Angeles, hasled a
chorus ofvoices worried that
Hochman won't aggres-
sively pursue police miscon-
duct cases, as Gascon did,
due to his closeness with law
enforcement groups.

One man appeared to be
detained by law enforce-
ment and led away, though
representatives for the Los
Angeles police and sheriff’s
departments could not pro-
vide any information early
Tuesday afternoon.

lowa requests 2,000 voters’
citizenship status in lawsuit

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DES MOINES — Iowa of-
ficials sued the Biden ad-
ministration Tuesday for ac-
cess to information on the
citizenship status of more
than 2,000 registered voters
they had challenged in the
weeks leading up to last
month’s election.

The complaint details a
back-and-forth with the fed-
eral government after state
election officials checked
voter rolls against a list of
people who had identified
themselves as noncitizens
with the state’s Department
of Transportation. The vast
majority of the 2,176 individ-
uals had subsequently voted
or registered to vote. Some
of them could have become
naturalized citizens in the
time that lapsed.

Iowa Secretary of State
Paul Pate’s office requested
information from the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security on the citizenship
status of those individuals
but did not receive it, the
complaint alleges. The Asso-
ciated Press left email mes-
sages with Homeland Secu-
rity on Tuesday seeking
comment on the lawsuit.

Federal authorities’ “fail-
ure meant that the State
had to rely on the best — im-
perfect — data it had avail-
able to ensure that no Io-
wan’s vote was canceled by
anillegal, noncitizen vote,” a
joint statement from Pate
and state Atty. Gen. Brenna
Bird said.

Two weeks before elec-
tion day, when early voting
was underway, Pate told
county election officials to
challenge those voters’ bal-
lots and have them cast pro-
visional ballots instead.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Iowa then
sued Pate on Oct. 30 on be-
half of four naturalized citi-
zens who were named on the
list, calling into question the
accuracy of the Department
of Transportation’s infor-
mation and alleging that
Pate had infringed upon
their right to vote. Their re-
quest to stop the ballot chal-
lenges was denied by a fed-
eral judge on Nov. 3.

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL Associated Press

SECRETARY OF STATE Paul Pate’s request for
information has been refused by Homeland Security.

It isillegal for noncitizens
to vote in federal elections,
and there has been no indi-
cation that they are doing so
in significant numbers,
though Iowa and some other
states say they have identi-
fied some such cases — num-
beringin the dozens.

Some individuals in Iowa
had registered to vote or
voted before identifying
themselves as noncitizens to
the Department of Trans-
portation, so Pate’s office
sent those names to law en-
forcement agencies, includ-
ing Bird’s office, for investi-
gation and potential prose-
cution. But Pate’s critics
have said even those individ-
uals might be wrongly iden-
tified as noncitizens since
the Department of Trans-
portation data has proved
unreliable.

Pate’s office has not re-
leased any additional infor-
mation on the number of in-
dividuals who turned out to
vote, whose ballots were
challenged or whose citi-
zenship status was ulti-
mately confirmed. The Des
Moines Register reported
that, based on preliminary
information collected from
97 of the state’s 99 counties,
at least 500 of the identified
individuals proved their citi-
zenship status and had their
votes counted.

An additional 74 ballots
were rejected, according to
the Register, mostly be-
cause those who cast them
did not return to prove their
citizenship status.

The majority of the peo-

ple on Pate’s list did not vote
in the 2024 election, accord-
ing to the Register’s data
from county auditors.

Concern about elections
being undermined by non-
citizen voting had been a fo-
cus of political messaging
this year from Donald
Trump and other Republi-
cans, even though such vot-
ingisrare.

Since no voters had been
removed from Iowa’s lists,
Pate tried to differentiate
Iowa from other states, such
as Virginia, where more than
1,600 voters were purged
from the registration list in
the last two monthsin a pro-
gram enacted through an
Aug. 7 executive order from
GOP Gov. Glenn Youngkin.

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment and a coalition of pri-
vate groups sued Virginia in
early October, arguing that
state election officials were
violating the legal mandate
for a 90-day “quiet period”
ahead of elections. The U.S.
Supreme Court’s conserva-
tive majority said that Vir-
ginia could proceed.

Ahead of the election,
Pate said the Department of
Transportation’s informa-
tion was the “only list” avail-
able to state officials unless
they gain access to federal
immigration records.

“We’re balancing this
process. We want everyone
tobe able to vote. That’s why
none of them have been tak-
en off the voter rolls,” he
said. But “we do owe an obli-
gation to make sure that
they are citizens now.”
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A RUNNER PASSES the mini-amphitheater at the Albany Bulb. The ex-landfill is a popular Bay Area spot for hikers and dog walkers.

Elevated radiation detected at
former landfill turned art park

Regulators ordered testing after learning tons of hazardous waste was disposed there

By ToNYy BRISCOE

State-ordered environmental
testing has uncovered elevated
levels of cancer-causing radiation
at a popular spot for hikers and
dog walkers in the Bay Area, ac-
cording to anew report.

Over the summer, the city of
Albany hired hazardous waste
specialists with Cabrera Services
Inc. to survey for the presence of
radioactive waste at the Albany
Bulb, a former municipal landfill

for construction debris that now
features scenic hiking trails and a
sprawling collection of outdoor
art.

State regulators ordered the
investigation after discovering a
1980 archival document that sug-
gested aformer Richmond chemi-
cal plant dumped 11,000 tons of
waste at the former Albany and
Berkeley landfill from 1960 to 1971.
The document indicated the
waste may have included alum
mud — a potentially radioactive
sludge and byproduct of alumi-

num processing.

Aftersurveyingthe city-owned
portion of the peninsula, Cabrera
Services found 10 areas with ele-
vated levels of gamma radiation
— powerful electromagnetic ener-
gy that can penetrate human tis-
sue and damage cells.

Cabrera technicians are rec-
ommending that Albany conduct
soil sampling in three places,
where it determined alum mud or
a radioactive object may be bur-
ied.

Nearly four decades after Al-

bany’s municipal landfill closed, it
has evolved into an outdoor art
gallery filled with sculptures
made from reclaimed wood, stone
and metal. Although state regula-
tors have deemed landfill materi-
als as hazardous waste, it hasn’t
deterred people from unearthing
the refuse from the uncapped
landfill and featuring it in ec-
centric pieces of art.

The new testing adds tothe se-
rious public health and safety
concerns for one of the Bay Area’s

[See Radiation, B5]

Volleyball team, trans player end hard season

San José State loses
conference final to
Colorado State after
others refused to play.

By STEVE HENSON

A season of protests, for-
feits and lawsuits ended qui-
etly on the volleyball court
Saturday, with San José
State losing the Mountain
West Conference women’s
tournament final to Col-
orado State.

The loss kept San José
State from automatically
claiming a spot in the 64-

team NCAA tournament,
which could have extended
the controversy centered on
theteam’s transgender play-
er. Instead, top-seeded Col-
orado earned the automatic
bid by winning in four sets.

Fewer than 200 specta-
tors attended the match at
University of Nevada, Las
Vegas, but the fans were re-
spectful, cheering every
player during pregame in-
troductions aswell as during
the action. Players encour-
aged one another through-
out the match and ex-
changed hugs when it was
over.

The only bit of political
activity came when Col-

orado State star player Ma-
laya Jones and teammates
Kennedy Stanford and
Naeemah Weathers Kknelt
during the national anthem.
Their coach, Emily Kohan,
told reporters the players
have done so since 2020.
“They’ve knelt since their
freshman year, when the
Black Lives Matter move-
ment was going on, and in
this program, we raise criti-
cal thinkers to make deci-
sionsforwhat’simportant to
them,” Kohan said. “And ...
they’re Black players, and
it’s been important to them
for five years. And they’ve
stood their ground for say-
ing that this is something

that they believe in, and
we’ve all supported them.”

The focus on volleyball
and sportsmanship was a
welcome departure from a
roller-coaster season in
which four Mountain West
teams — Boise State, Uni-
versity of Wyoming, Utah
State and University of Ne-
vada, Reno — each chose to
forfeit or cancel two confer-
ence matches with San José
State.

Boise State also forfeited
its conference tournament
semifinal match to the sec-
ond-seeded Spartans, who
had a first-round bye and
played only one match in the

[See San José State, B2]

U.S. says
man sent
weapons
to North
Korea

Ontario resident is
arrested and charged
with smuggling
military supplies.

BY BRITTNY MEJIA

Although Shenghua Wen
entered the United Stateson
a student visa, eventually
settling in San Bernardino
County, law enforcement of-
ficials say he had a more ne-
farious purpose: exporting
shipments of firearms, am-
munition and other military
items to North Korea.

Federal authorities on
Tuesday arrested Wen, 41, at
his Ontario home, alleging
he acted as an operative for
the North Korean govern-
ment, smugglingillicit goods
concealed inside shipping
containers from Long
Beach.

Wen, who authorities
saidis a Chinese nationalliv-
ing illegally in the U.S. after
overstaying his visa, has
been charged with conspira-
cy to violate the Interna-
tional Emergency Economic
Powers Act, which deals
with sanctions and frozen
foreign assets. If convicted,
he could face up to 20 years
in prison.

Wen’s federal public de-
fender did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

It is illegal to supply
North Korea with certain
technologies and military
supplies without U.S. gov-
ernment approval, accord-
ing to U.S. Atty. Martin
Estrada.

“North Korea engaged in
a scheme to circumvent and
evade those restrictions,”
Estrada said at a news con-
ference Tuesday morning.
“It’s essential we keep sensi-
tive materials, including mil-

[See Weapons, B4]

Maui woman entered
Mexico alone, police say

LAPD is classifying
Hannah Kobayashi,
30, as a ‘voluntary
missing person.’

BY SUMMER LIN,
LIBOR JANY,
AND RICHARD WINTON

Hannah Kobayashi
crossed the U.S. border into
Mexicoonfoot and alone, ac-
cording to Los Angeles po-
lice.

Investigators in the case

of the missing Hawaii wom-
an reviewed surveillance vi-
deo from the Border Patrol
on Monday, Los Angeles Po-
lice Chief Jim McDonnell
said at an evening news con-
ference.

“The footage clearly
shows 30-year-old Hannah
Kobayashi crossing the
United States border on foot
into Mexico,” police said in a
statement. “She was alone,
with her luggage.”

On Nov. 12, Kobayashi
was seen using cash and her
passport to get a bus ticket

[See Kobayashi, B5]

DOLORES MADRIGAL, 1934 - 2024

Latina was lead plaintiff in
landmark sterilization case

She asserted she was forced to give consent in labor

GUSTAVO ARELLANO

The rally came in the wake of a lawsuit filed

against the Boyle Heights hospital by three

n a fall morning in
East L.A. in 1974,
Dolores Madrigal
and her husband,

were victims.

Mexican American women who alleged they

After hearing the story, the 40-year-old
Madrigal wondered out loud to her husband:

Orencio, ate
breakfast while listening to
ranchera  radio station

KWKW when a news segment
aired that would change her life.

The couple heard about how 100 people
had protested in front of Los Angeles
County-USC Medical Center to decry the
hospital’s years-long practice of sterilizing
low-income women without their consent.

got about it.

Was she one of those women?

The previous year, they had welcomed
the birth of their second son, Sergio, at the
hospital. Before going into labor, however,
Madrigal shooed off a wave of nurses who
asked if she wanted to have her fallopian
tubes tied. She finally signed a form in the
haze of her pre-labor pains, then quickly for-

Avisit tothe hospital[ See Madrigal, B4]

Virginia Espino

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS HEROINE
Dolores Madrigal, with son Oren, is interviewed for “No Mas Bebés,” a film
about the forced sterilization of County-USC patients in the 1960s and ’70s.

SPORTS ON THE BACK: Is it time for Lakers fans to panic? Dan Woike weighs in. B10
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Team loses after season marked by anti-trans forfeits

[San José State, from Bi]
tournament.

The transgender player
has been on San José State’s
roster for three seasons after
transferring from a college
on the East Coast, although
this is the first season oppo-
nents have protested her
participation.

The Times is not naming
the player because she has
not publicly identified as
transgender.

The issue became public
when San José State co-
captain Brooke Slusser
joined a lawsuit in Septem-
ber against the NCAA, filed
by former All-American
swimmer Riley Gaines, an
anti-trans-athlete activist.

The suit alleges that
NCAA transgender eligibili-
ty policies violate Title IX
and the 14th Amendment’s
Equal Protection Clause.
Slusser alleges in the lawsuit
that the inclusion of a trans-
gender player poses an un-
fair advantage and safety
hazards.

The NCAA adopted new
rules ayear ago on transgen-
der athletes, who must
document  sport-specific
testosterone levels at the be-
ginning of their season and
again six months later. They
also must document testos-
terone levels four weeks be-
fore championship selec-
tions.

“We are steadfast in our
support of transgender stu-
dent-athletes and the foster-
ing of fairness across college

sports,” said Georgetown
University President John
DeGioia, chair of the NCAA
Board of Governors. “It is
important that NCAA mem-
ber schools, conferences and
college athletes compete in
an inclusive, fair, safe and re-
spectful environment and
can move forward with a
clear understanding of the
new policy.”

Nevertheless, the schools
that forfeited volleyball
matches have the backing of
politicians in their states.
Idaho’s Republican Gov.
Brad Little recently signed
an executive order barring
sports teams at Boise State
and other public schools in
the state from playing
against teams that have
transgender athletes.

Search continues for escaped killer

Convict serving 25
years to life fled
during a trip to Kern
County courthouse.

By SUMMER LIN

Law enforcement is look-
ing for a convicted Killer who
escaped custody in Central
California on Monday.

Cesar Hernandez was
being transported about
10:45 a.m. for a court appear-
ance at the Kern County Su-
perior Courthouse in Dela-

nowhenhe escaped, accord-
ing to a California Depart-
ment of Corrections and
Rehabilitation news re-
lease.

“Upon arrival, Hernan-
dez evaded staff custody,
jumped out of the van, and is
currently at large,” the
statement said.

Agents from the depart-
ment’s special services and
investigative services units
were searching for Hernan-
dez with the assistance of
the California Highway Pa-
trol and police from Farland
and Delano.

Hernandez

was Ssen-

tenced to 25 years tolife with
the possibility of parole for
first-degree murder, offi-
cials said. He was moved
from L.A. County on June 27,
2019.

Hernandez, 34, is de-
scribed as 5 feet 1 and 161
pounds. He has black hair
and brown eyes and was last
wearing an orange top and
pants.

Officials have urged any-
one who sees Hernandez or
knows his location to con-
tact law enforcement, call
911 or contact the incident
commander at (661) 721-
6300, ext. 5506.

MADELINE CARTER Las Vegas Review-Journal
SECURITY stood by in Las Vegas as San José State volleyball players were introduced before the team played
Colorado State in the Mountain West Conference tournament Saturday. Fans and players were respectful.

San José State was left to
piece together its season
against opponents willing to
play. Colorado State was one
ofthose.

“Our team played their
hearts out today, the way
they have done all season,”
San José State coach Todd
Kress said in a statement af-
ter the conference tourna-
ment loss. “This has been

one of the most difficult sea-
sons I've ever experienced
and Iknow thisistrue aswell
for many of our players and
the staff who have been sup-
porting us all along. Main-
taining our focus on the
court and ensuring the over-
all safety and well-being of
my players amid the exter-
nal noise have been my pri-
orities.”

Slusser, San José State
associate head coach Me-
lissa Batie-Smoose and 10
other current and former
players filed another lawsuit
Nov. 13 aimed at having the
transgender player removed
ahead of the tournament,
stating that her inclusion
violated Title IX rights for
gender equity in federally
funded institutions.

But a federal judge re-
jected the suit last week, and
a day later another judge re-
jected Slusser’s appeal.

The transgender player
took the court along with
Slusser, and San José State
was defeated, ending a tur-
bulent season that Kress
said included attacks on so-
cial media.

“Our team prepared and
was ready to play each
match according to estab-
lished Mountain West and
NCAA rules of play,” the
coach said in his statement.
“We did not take away any-
one’s participation opportu-
nities. Sadly, others who
for years have played this
same team without incident
chose not to play us this sea-
son.

“To be clear, we did not
celebrate a single win by for-
feiture. Instead, we braced
for the fallout. Each forfei-
ture announcement un-
leashed appalling, hateful
messages individuals chose
to send directly to our stu-
dent-athletes, our coaching
staff, and many associated
with our program.”

Person missing after car plunged off cliff

A search is underway
after a Cadillac SUV
tumbled hundreds of

feet near Point Mugu.

By CLARA HARTER

Authorities launched a
search for a missing person
Monday afternoon after
learning that a car had tum-
bled hundreds of feet down a
steep cliff near Point Mugu
days earlier.

It’sunclear why one of the
occupants of the vehicle

waited days to report the in-
cident, which took place off
Deer Creek Road northwest
of the Malibu border on Sat-
urday, according to the Ven-
tura County Fire
Department.

The individual who even-
tually reported the crash
managed to self-extricate
from the mangled car and
leave the scene in another
vehicle — but did not call 911
that night, the Fire Depart-
ment said.

Firefighters told On-
Scene. TV that a white Cadil-
lac SUV rolled over multiple
times before coming to rest

on its roof 1,000 feet below
theroad.

On Monday afternoon,
the occupant reported that
two people who were in the
car during the incident were
missing, and a search was
launched. Shortly after the
search began, one of the pas-
sengers was located at
home, the Fire Department
said.

Authorities continued to
search for the third occu-
pant into the night using a
helicopter, drones, K-9
teams and search and res-
cue crews, according to offi-
cials.
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People take to the beach near the Santa Monica Pier on Thanksgiving Day. This week’s forecast calls
for full sunshine Thursday and Friday with rising temperatures and Santa Ana winds. WEATHER, B6é

Animal Services
head resigns amid
shelter troubles

Staycee Dains went
on leave in August,
but L.A. officials

declined to say why.

By DAKOTA SMITH

The head of the Los An-
geles agency that oversees
its animal shelters is step-
ping down, according to a
city email sent Monday to
shelter volunteers and ani-
mal advocates.

Staycee Dains resigned
effective Nov. 30, assistant
general manager Annette
Ramirez wrote in the email,
which was viewed by The
Times. Ramirez wrote that
she had been appointed in-
terim general manager by

State Water Project allocation set at 5%

Preliminary forecast
of supplies does not
account for recent

series of rainstorms.

By IAN JAMES

California water man-
agers have announced their
preliminary forecast of sup-
plies that will be available
next year from the State Wa-
ter Project, telling 29 public
agencies to plan for as little
as 5% of requested allot-
ments.

The state Department of
Water Resources said Mon-
day that the initial allocation
is based on current reservoir
levels and conservative as-
sumptions about how much
water the state may be able
to deliverin 2025.

“We need to prepare for
any scenario, and this early
in the season we need to take
a conservative approach to
managing our water supply,”
DWR Director Karla
Nemeth said.

Last year, the state’s ini-
tial forecast was 10% of re-
quested supplies, but the al-
location was increased to
40% in the spring.

Officials said the initial
water supply forecast does
not take into account the se-
ries of storms that drenched
much of the state in the last
two weeks of November. The
storms pushed precipitation
to above-average levels in

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times

LAST year, the state’s initial forecast was 10% of requested supplies, but the allo-
cation was later raised to 40%. Above, the California Aqueduct near Los Banos.

Northern California for this
time of year.

“Based on long-range
forecasts and the possibility
of a La Nifa year, the State
Water Project is planning for
a dry 2025 punctuated by ex-
treme storms like we’ve seen
in late November,” Nemeth
said. “What we do know is
that we started the water
year following record heat
this summer and in early Oc-
tober that parched the land-
scape.”

She said officials consid-
ered runoff forecasts that ac-
count for how the hot, dry
conditions in the summer
and October left soils parch-
ed. When soils are too dry,
runoff from the mountain

snowpack typically will be
soaked up by the ground, re-
ducing the amount of water
flowing in streams and rivers
toreservoirs.

A weak La Nina is fore-
cast for this winter, and
NOAA forecasters have said
the pattern probably will
bring drier-than-average
conditions in much of the
Southwest. They have also
said, however, that the out-
look is uncertain for much of
California.

The State Water Project’s
aqueducts and pipelines
transport water from the
Sacramento-San Joaquin
River Delta to 29 water agen-
cies that supply 27 million
people.

State officials update the
allocation monthly and may
increase their forecast based
on the rainfall, snowpack
and reservoir levels. A final
allocation is typically an-
nounced by May or June.

Although the initial fore-
cast is relatively low, the allo-
cation should increase in the
coming months, said Deven
Upadhyay, interim general
manager of the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern
California, which supplies
water for 19 million people
across six counties from Ven-
tura to San Diego.

Southern California is
continuing to benefit from
the enormous quantity of
water that flowed into reser-

voirs during 2023, one of the
state’s wettest years on
record.

Diamond Valley Lake, the
Southland’s largest drinking
water reservoir, is 97% full.
And the MWD is projected to
finish the year with a record
3.9 million acre-feet of water
in reservoirs and under-
ground storage areas.

“Our storage going into
the end of the year is very
good,” Upadhyay said.

The region has been able
to store such large reserves
in part through progress on
conservation and invest-
ments in expanding water
storage, he said.

The stored water will help
“buffer us in the near term” if
2025 turns out to be a dry
year, Upadhyay said, while
the agency focuses on efforts
to prepare for the next
drought and the effects of cli-
mate change.

He said that includes, for
example, implementing Cal-
ifornia’s newly adopted rules
setting long-term conserva-
tion goals for urban suppli-
ers, and investing in a plan to
build an $8-billion water re-
cycling facility.

“As we’re thinking about
water supply management,
we’re less focused onthe year
to year variation, and we’re
more focused on how do we
invest in things that will al-
low us to be reliable for the
long term,” Upadhyay said.
“We want to make sure that
we’ve got that long-term bal-
anceinview.”

Mayor Karen Bass.

Dains, who was paid
about $272,730 a year, did
not immediately respond to
an email and phone mes-
sage seeking comment.

She had been on paid
leave since August. Officials
had declined to explain why
she took a leave, leading to
uncertainty about the agen-
cy’sleadership.

Bass, when asked by The
Times in October about
Dains’ future, declined to
say whether she was looking
for a new general manager.
But she said that Ramirez,
whowas tasked withleading
the agency during Dains’
absence, was “performing
absolutely fine.”

Bass announced Dains’
hiring in June 2023, touting
her arrival as part of the
mayor’s effort to turn
around L.A. Animal Serv-
ices, which faces chronic
problems including over-
crowding and staff shortag-
es. Agnes Sibal, a spokes-
person for Animal Services,
said earlier this year that
the crowding had reached
crisis levels with “nowhere
to house incoming dogs.”

During her tenure, Dains
helped speed up the approv-
al of new volunteers to help
care for shelter animals.

At the same time, she
faced criticism asincreasing
numbers of dogs and cats
were euthanized by the city.

From January to Sep-
tember, the city’s six shel-
terseuthanized 1,224 dogs —
72% more than were put
down in the same period a
year ago, according to a
Times analysis.

About 1,517 cats were eu-
thanized through Septem-
ber — a 17% increase from a
year ago.

In overcrowded shelters,
dogs can go weeks without a
walk and may live in feces-
covered kennels, and some
animals start behaving
poorly and suffer “mental
and emotional breakdown,”
according to Best Friends
Animal Society, a rescue
group that has long worked
with the city shelters.

Animal welfare consult-
ant Kristen Hassen, whose
firm was recently hired to
assess the shelters, has de-
scribed the higher euthana-
sia rates among dogs as an
“overcorrection” by the de-
partment.

Dains previously worked
as director of Animal Care
Services in Long Beach and
as shelter operations man-
ager at San José’s Animal
Care and Services, accord-
ing to herresume.

$3 million in psilocybin mushrooms seized

Lake Elsinore man is
arrested in connection
with ‘large-scale’
growing operation.

By DAKOTA SMITH

Law enforcement offi-
cials seized nearly $3 million
in psilocybin mushrooms
from a Lake Elsinore home
this week and arrested one
person as part of an investi-
gationinto an alleged “large-
scale” mushroom growing
operation, according to the

Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department.

Jesse Arroyo, a 43-year-
old Lake Elsinore resident,
was arrested Tuesday on
two felony drug-related of-
fenses and two felony weap-
ons violations, according to
Riverside officials and on-
line jailrecords.

The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said in a news release
that Lake Elsinore law en-
forcement officials started
their investigation following
a report of a suspicious
package delivered to a busi-
ness in August. The pack-

age, which contained psilo-
cybin mushrooms and mari-
juana products, was traced
to Arroyo, officials said.

After serving a search
warrant at Arroyo’s home,
officials seized 445 pounds of
vacuum-sealed mushrooms,
2,805 bags of mushrooms in
various stages of growth,
and several weapons, in-
cluding semiautomatic ri-
fles and semiautomatic
handguns that lacked serial
numbers, according to offi-
cials.

Officials said the raid tar-
geted a “large-scale” psilocy-

bin operation.

“The property contained
separate structures used for
the cultivation, processing,
and storage of large
amounts of psilocybin
mushrooms,” according to

the news release.
Authorities also seized a
semiautomatic  handgun

suppressor and two ballistic
vests.

The arrest report says
Arroyo was arrested on Lun-
dell Road. There is no Lun-
dell Road on Google Maps,
but a Lindell Road runs
through sparsely populated
hills north of Lake Elsinore.

State Department of Justice will investigate killing
of man armed with fake gun by Santa Ana police

By CLARA HARTER

The California Depart-
ment of Justiceis opening an
investigation into the fatal
shooting by Santa Ana po-
lice of a man armed with a
fake rifle on Sunday, author-
ities said.

The Santa Ana Police De-
partment responded to re-
ports of a manloading arifle
near Broadway and 2nd
streets at 5:30 p.m. Sunday,
according to the depart-
ment.

After arriving on scene,
two officers shot the man
multiple times, said depart-
ment spokesperson Officer
Natalie Garcia.

The man, identified only
as 30 years old and Latino,
was transported to a hospi-

tal and pronounced dead,
police said.

No more details about
the shooting were released,
including whether the man
pointed the rifle at the re-
sponding police officers.

The rifle the man was re-
ported to be carrying turned
out to be an airsoft gun, a
nonlethal replica firearm
that shoots plastic pellets
and is often used for games
like paintball, police said.

There were no reports of
bystanders or officers
harmed during the incident
and a critical incident de-
brief will be released in the
coming weeks, police said.

On Monday, California
Atty. Gen. Rob Bonta
announced that the Califor-
nia Department of Justice
will conduct an independent

review of the shooting in
accordance with Assembly
Bill 1506, which requires the
department to investigate
all incidents of an officer-in-
volved shooting resulting in
the death of an unarmed ci-
vilian in the state.

After the DOJ’s Califor-
nia Police Shooting Investi-
gation Team completes the
investigation, the report will
be turned over to DOJ’s Spe-
cial Prosecutions Section
within the Criminal Law Di-
vision for independent re-
view and possible criminal
charges.

Before AB 1506 was
signed into law in Septem-
ber 2020, these incidents
were handled bylocallaw en-
forcement agencies and dis-
trict attorney offices.

The goal of transferring

investigations to the DOJ
was to increase trust be-
tween law enforcement
agencies and the communi-
ties they serve by having an
independent body review in-
cidents and determine pos-
sible criminal liability.

Under AB 1506, the DOJ
is required to publicly re-
lease information about in-
vestigations and eventually
publishits determination on
criminal prosecutions.

If criminal charges are
not deemed appropriate, the
DOJ will release a report
with an explanation of what
took place during the inci-
dent and why criminal
charges were not pursued as
well as recommendations to
improve the practices of the
law enforcement agency in-
volved.

Riverside County Sheriff's Department

RIVERSIDE COUNTY sheriff’s officials found 2,805
bags filled with mushrooms at a Lake Elsinore home.

Father arrested in shooting
death of a 9-year-old son

By RUBEN VIVES

Los Angeles County sher-
iff’s deputies have arrested
the father of a 9-year-old boy
who was shot and killed while
he was playing in the back-
yard of his grandfather’s
home in Compton, the Sher-
iff’s Department announced
Monday.

Homicide detectives ze-
roed in on the boy’s father
shortly after the shooting
Saturday night in the 15000
block of South Haskins Ave-
nue. He was arrested Sun-
day, the same day that a vigil
was held for the boy, whom
family members identified as
Princeton Nicholas Jones.

Creole Green, the boy’s
mother, could not be reached
for comment.

In a statement, the Sher-
iff’s Department identified
Nicholas Jones, 32, as a sus-
pect in the death. Detectives
did not release any details

about his arrest. Jones was
booked at the East Los Ange-
les sheriff’s station on suspi-
cion of murder and child
abuse resulting in death. He
is being held in lieu of $2-mil-
lion bail. Reached by phone,
Jones’ father declined to
comment.

In an interview with
KABC-TV, Green said she
was devastated over the loss
ofher son.

“Ihave nowords,” she told
the station. “Ilost my son, my
only son, my firstborn son.”

In a GoFundMe post,
Green said her son was a spe-
cial young man with a bril-
liant mind and a warm heart.

“Princeton was a beacon
of joy, lighting up every room
he entered with his humor
and infectious smile,” she
wrote.

“He was adored by his
friends, family, and commu-
nity, who all cherished the in-
credible person he was be-
coming.”
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DOLORES MADRIGAL, 1934 - 2024

A ‘cheerleader’ for women who were forcibly sterilized

[Madrigal, from Bi]

the day after the KWKW re-
port confirmed that the
document authorized doc-
tors to sterilize Madrigal.

She and her husband had
dreams of a large family. In-
stead, Orencio turned to al-
cohol. Dolores sunk into
such a depression that oth-
ers had to take care of her
young sons for months.

But when lawyers repre-
senting Mexican American
survivors of forced steriliza-
tion tracked her down in 1975
and asked if she wanted to
join a class-action lawsuit
against County-USC alleg-
ing doctors had violated
their clients’ civil rights to
bear children, Madrigal
quickly said yes. She became
the lead plaintiff.

“Dolores emerged askind
of the cheerleader for the
group,” said Antonia
Hernéndez, former head of
the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational
Fund and the California
Community  Foundation.
She was one of the lawyers
who represented the 10
women who joined the case,
formally titled Madrigal vs.
Quilligan. “She’d say, ‘They
did this to us, y no estad bien
[and it’s not right].”

The lawsuit was unsuc-
cessful but proved a land-
mark. The California De-
partment of Health soon af-
ter began to offer steriliza-
tion information in English
and Spanish. Hernédndez be-
came a civil rights icon who
focused on fighting for Lat-
inos through most of her ca-
reer. Gloria Molina, the chair
of a Chicana group that had
agreed to bear any legal
costs for the plaintiffs and
appeared alongside Madri-
gal at a press conference an-
nouncing the lawsuit, went
on to forge a pioneering ca-
reer as an Eastside politi-
cian.

The Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors for-
mally apologized in 2018 to
all women forcibly sterilized
at County-USC. A monu-
ment in their name was
dedicated there four years
later. Madrigal vs. Quilligan
continues to be taught in
universities and retold in ac-
ademic books as a caution-
ary tale of eugenics and pub-
lic health gone wrong, its
plaintiffs hailed as repro-
ductive-rights heroines.

“Dolores’ courage was
tremendous,” said Virginia
Espino, who wrote about the
case in her 2007 doctoral dis-

\ VA

.t _
b

{

. ;-

BEN OLENDER Los Angeles Times

MADRIGAL VS. QUILLIGAN
Latina activist Gloria Molina, left, sits next to Dolores Madrigal during a news
conference announcing the class-action lawsuit against County-USC in 1975.

sertation. “She literally de-
fended our right to exist.”

Butwhen Espino decided
soon afterward to co-pro-
duce a documentary, “No
Mas Bebés,” about the case,
its namesake was nowhere
tobe found.

Espino asked parish-
ioners at Sacred Heart
Church in Lincoln Heights,
where Madrigal had faith-
fully attended Mass for dec-
ades, about her where-
abouts and put the word out
in other Catholic parishes
across Los Angeles. A pri-
vate detective finally found
Madrigal living in Las Vegas
with her oldest son, Oren,
who didn’t learn about his
mother’s tragic, historic
past until answering the re-
searcher’s call.

“I asked my mom, ‘How
come you never told me?’
and she really didn’t have an
answer,” Oren told The
Times in a recent interview.
“But maybe it was better
that she didn’t because a
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Edward L Smith

September 1934 -
November 24, 2024

Edward L. Smith, 90,
passed away peace-
fully at home in his sleep on
November 24, 2024, after
a brief illness. Born in Los
Angeles, California in 1934
to Edward L. Smith, Jr., and
Helen Smith, he lived in Los
Angeles all his life. After
graduating from Hollywood
High, he attended UCLA
where he met his future wife
Anne in a bowling class; they
were married in 1959 after he
completed his engineering
and MBA degrees. A summer
job at Douglas Aircraft turned
into an entire career—he
stayed with the company
providing long-range finan-
cial forecasting even after
it became first McDonnell
Douglas and then Boeing.

Ed was a lifelong avid hiker
and fisher; his favorite place
to spend summer vacations
was Mammoth Lakes. He
raised and trained numerous
golden retrievers, and after
retirement enjoyed travel-
ing through the Southwest
collecting Native American
baskets and pottery.

He is survived by Anne
Smith, his wife of 65 years,
his son Steve and his partner
Kerry, his daughter Christy,
son-in-law Bruce and grand-
daughter Amelia.

There will be no funeral
service; we hope everyone
will celebrate his memory in
their own ways. Donations
in his memory can be made
to the West Los Angeles
Obedience Training Club
or the UCLA School of
Engineering.

Don't let the
story go untold.

Share your
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younger me would’ve been
way too angry. I'm still an-
gry. But after she told me, I
wanted to take care of my
mom and her trauma more
thanever.”

Dolores Madrigal died
Nov.9in Las Vegas ofnatural
causes. She was 90.

She was born in the small
town of Villa Purificacién,
Mexico, in 1934 and migrated
to the United States in 1965.
Madrigal legalized her stat-
us with the help of a white
family for whom Dolores

took care of a developmen-
tally disabled son, according
to Oren.

In East L.A., she reunited
with her childhood sweet-
heart, Orencio. They mar-
ried in 1971, and had their
sonsone year afterthe other.

“He was so happy,” Mad-
rigal said of her husband in
“No Mas Bebes,” as home
footage showed her cooking
in their kitchen and Orencio
playing with their sons. Af-
ter the couple found out
about her surreptitious ster-

ilization, she said: “All our
plans came tumbling down.”

Hernéndez first met
Madrigalin 1975, cold-knock-
ing on her door after finding
out about Madrigal’s plight
from documents given to her
by a County-USC whistle-
blower.

“She had this lust for life
— happy, vivacious and a
don’t-take-crap-from-no-
body attitude,” Hernandez
recalled. “The one you
couldn’t break down when
you had to testify.”

That’s what County-USC
lawyers tried to do during
the trial, which was heard
before a federal judge be-
cause the legal team for the
10 women didn’t think they’d
get a fair trial from a jury. At
one point, defense lawyers
produced the document
Madrigal had signed just be-
fore giving birth to Sergio,
which featured her signa-
ture next to the phrase “No
mas hijos por vida” — no
more children for life. Madri-
gal responded she didn’t re-
call signing the paper but re-
iterated “she was in bad pain
and very frightened” at the
time, according to Hernan-
dez’snotes of the deposition.

The retired attorney said
she stayed in touch only in-
termittently with Madrigal
after the case because “the
pain was too much for every-
one involved.”

Madrigal went on to work
asateacher’saide at Lincoln
High in Lincoln Heights be-
fore leaving in the mid-1980s
to care for her ailing hus-
band and their two sons,
who had joined gangs.

“Me and my brother are
still alive because of my
mom’s prayers,” Oren said.
“When I was in jail, she used
to be one of the first people
to stand in line — she would
do it for six, seven hours just
to see us for 15 minutes. She
didn’t have much money,
but she would send it all to
us.”

Afterliving in the Los An-
geles area for decades, Mad-

rigal relocated to Las Vegas
in the 2000s to be near a sis-
ter while her sons served
their sentences. When Oren
finally got out, the two
moved in together. He re-
membered a mother “with a
great sense of humor and a
sarcastic wit” who liked to
dote on her Chihuaha-
dachshund mix, Hercules,
and attend daily Mass.

“Every day when she’d go
on the bus for her adven-
tures, she would make
friends,” Oren said. But he
long noted a melancholy
that “all of a sudden made
sense” when the private re-
searcher hired by Espino to
track her down for “No Mas
Bebés” contacted him. Oren
persuaded his mother to ap-
pear but she agreed to just
one day of interviews, ac-
cording to Espino, and de-
clined to participate in any
publicity or screenings for
the documentary, which de-
buted in 2015 and was nomi-
nated for an Emmy.

“She put herselfout there
in the ’70s in a very public
way,” Espino said. “It took a
lot out of her. [Madrigal]
didn’t want to do it again. ...
She had this shyness of her,
but a fierce courageousness.
She felt she was wronged,
and she wanted people to
know that. And she wanted
the public to know this viola-
tion happened not just to
her, but to so many others.”

Oren saw only part of “No
Mas Bebés” at his home be-
fore turning it off “because it
was too tough” to bear. His
mother never saw it.

“Sadly, a lot of immi-
grants — a lot of women —
they just take abuse and
don’t do anything about it,”
he said. “She didn’t take
what happened to her. She
did something about it.”

Madrigal is survived by
her sons, Oren and Sergio;
four grandchildren, Jose An-
gel, Jimmy, Esteban and An-
drea; and a sister, Antonia
Nurez. Andrea is expecting
her first child next year.

Man charged with smuggling weapons

[Weapons, from Bi]

itary equipment, outside the
hands of our adversaries
where they can harm us or
our allies.”

Wen, who arrived in the
U.S. in 2012, was “Kkey to this
scheme and central to this
plot” by North Korea,
Estrada said.

Before leaving China,
Wen met with North Korean
officials at two consulates,
where they allegedly di-
rected him to procure goods
in the U.S., according to a
Nov. 26 criminal complaint.

In an interview with fed-
eral authorities, Wen said he
was probably chosen for this
role because he was good at
smuggling, according to
prosecutors.

Wen told authorities that
while he was in the U.S., two
North Koreans living in
China, whom he identified
as Jin Yong Nan and Cui,
reached out to him. Wen
kept in contact with Cui via
an encrypted messaging
platform, according to the
complaint.

In his interview with fed-
eral authorities, Wen alleg-
edly admitted he shipped
two containers of firearms
and otheritems to North Ko-
rea via Hong Kong in Octo-
ber and December 2023. One
shipment was labeled as a
refrigerator, another as
camera parts, Estrada said.

Wen allegedly received mon-
ey for the containers and
shipping fees — totaling at
least $2 million — from
North Korean officials.

To obtain the weapons,
Wen paid $150,000 to buy Su-
per Armory, a business with
a federal firearms license
that he later registered in
Texas. Wen allegedly used
the company and people
known as straw purchasers
to assemble shipments, ac-
cording to the complaint.
Authorities said he would
drive the guns and ammo
from Texas to California.

Federal authorities said
they also found emails and
text messages from January
to April, between Wen and a
U.S.-based broker about ob-

U.S. Department of Justice
FEDERAL AUTHORITIES said they seized military
and surveillance equipment from Shenghua Wen’s

home in the city of Ontario. He was arrested Tuesday.

taining a civilian airplane
engine. During a September
interview with authorities,
Wen said North Korean offi-
cials told him to purchase
plane engines, which would
be used to help develop the
North Korean military
drone program, according to
the complaint.

At Wen’shome on Aug. 14,
law enforcement officials
seized two devicesthat he al-
legedly intended to send to
North Korea formilitary use:
a chemical threat identifica-
tion device and a handheld
countersurveillance gadget
that detects electronic
eavesdropping, according to
the complaint.

On Sept. 6, law enforce-
ment seized about 50,000

rounds of 9-millimeter am-
munition — stored in his
white Ford van — that he
planned to send to North
Korea, authorities said.

Wen told authorities he
believed the North Korean
government wanted the
items he sent to prepare for
an attack against South Ko-
rea, according to the com-
plaint. Wen allegedly told au-
thorities that the govern-
ment wanted him to obtain
military uniforms to be used
by the North Korean mili-
tary to disguise its soldiers
during a surprise offensive.

Wen’s student visa was
valid from Dec. 5, 2012, to
Dec. 3, 2013, according to the
complaint. Estrada said it’s
unclear whether that was le-
gitimate and whetherhe was
actually studying.

Wen was ordered re-
moved from the country in
2018 and, after a 2021 arrest,
he signed a form acknowl-
edging his overstay status,
according to the U.S. attor-
ney’s office. It’s unclear how
he was able to stay in the
country.

Estrada said authorities
learned about Wen through
multiple tips, including from
people from whom he tried
to purchase items.

“We can’t say how long he
was operating this. The in-
vestigation continues,”
Estrada said.

Court extends stay of order for VA housing

U.S. 9th Circuit has
blocked a judge’s call
for temporary sites on
West L.A. campus.

By Douag SMITH

The U.S. 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals has ex-
tended its stay of a judge’s
order to build housing on the
VA’s West Los Angeles cam-
pus, setting an expedited
Aprilhearing forthe U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Af-
fairs’ appeal.

The order ends U.S. Dis-
trict Judge David O. Carter’s
fervently pursued goal to
have as many as 200 units of
the temporary housing
opened by early next year.

The VA appealed in Octo-
ber Carter’s sweeping order
that it build hundreds of
temporary and permanent

housing units on the cam-
pus, saying that it would
cause “irreparable harm” by
forcing the agency to divert
funds —up to $1billion for all
the housing — from crucial
services to veterans.

Inthe weeks sinceissuing
his judgment, Carter inces-
santly pushed VA officials
and the veteran plaintiffs’
housing experts to quickly
produce modular units on
the parking lot of UCLA’s
Jackie Robinson stadium
and other vacant parcels on
the campus.

After Carter’s repeated
admonishments to “get it
done,” the plaintiffs’ ex-
perts, Steve Soboroff and
Randy Johnson, the devel-
opers of Playa Vista, had
teamed with the global
architecture firm Gensler to
draw up plans they said
could be realized by spring.

Under pressure from the
judge, VA officials said they

could pay for the modest
cost of the temporary units
and worked with Soboroff
and Johnson to identify sites
and provide maps of util-
ities.

But meanwhile, the gov-
ernment appealed. The ap-
peals court’s Nov. 8 emer-
gency stay stalled the pur-
chase of the modular
units and blocked the devel-
opers’ access to the VA prop-
erty.

Carter’s orders stem
from a class-action lawsuit
filed on behalf of veterans
that alleged the VA had
failed in its duty to provide
housing on the campus for
disabled and homeless vet-
erans and had illegally
leased portions of the 388-
acre campus to UCLA,
Brentwood School and sev-
eral other outside interests.

After a four-week trial in
August, Carter ordered the
VA to produce 1,800 new sup-

portive housing units on the
campus and 750 temporary
housing units. His ruling
also invalidated leases of VA
property, including to UCLA
and Brentwood School, and
ordered the VA to increase
its outreach staff. He sub-
sequently backed off that
number of temporary units,
while issuing an emergency
order to immediately build
up to 200, including 32 on
the parking lot of UCLA’s
Jackie Robinson baseball
stadium.

Plaintiffs’ attorney Mark
Rosenbaum of the pro bono
firm Public Counsel said he
appreciated the accelerated
schedule but not the govern-
ment’s position.

“The government’s ac-
tion in seeking a stay, claim-
ing a lack of resources,
makes a lie of their stated
commitment to end veteran
homelessness as rapidly as
possible,” Rosenbaum said.
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Health officials say level of radiation is low risk

[Radiation, from Bi]

most cherished coastal
spaces.
Gamma radiation is par-

ticularly concerning as this
high-frequency energy can
move through solid objects
and human tissue, damag-
ing DNA molecules and rais-
ing a person’s risk for cancer,
according to Daniel Hirsch,
retired director of environ-
mental and nuclear policy at
UC Santa Cruz.

“It’s like subatomic bul-
lets being fired at the cells,”
Hirsch said. “Thereisno safe
level. Every level carries
some risk.”

California Department of
Public Health officials, how-
ever, said the initial gamma
radiation observed at the Al-
bany Bulb presented a “low
level of risk to the public.”

“The survey results indi-
cate that most of the site is
consistent with normal
background radiation lev-
els, but 10 locations showed
elevated readings,” a CDPH
spokesperson said. “Our ini-
tial assessment showsthata

PAuL KURODA For The Times

THE ALBANY BULB, formerly the Albany Landfill. The San Francisco Bay
Regional Water Quality Board recently learned that hazardous waste was dis-
posed at Albany and Berkeley’s landfills, both of which are now public parks.

person would have to spend
approximately 20 hours on
an elevated area to receive a
dose equivalent to one den-
tal X-ray.”

The Cabrera Services re-
port noted the radioactivity
at the Albany Bulb is consis-
tent with other landfills that
accept construction debris,

which may contain naturally
radioactive material, such
as granite. It remains un-
clear whether the levels of
radiation are compatible for

apublicly accessible space.

“The City doesn’t have
enough information from
the report to reach specific,
final conclusions on ulti-
mate public health risk,”
said Brennen Brown,
spokesperson for the city of
Albany. “The next round of
investigation will include
soil sampling and shallow
subsurface measurements
that will help inform public
risk levels. At this time,
based on the information
from the report, the City is
not aware of any need to take
additional actions to protect
health and safety.”

Cabrera Services also
said it’s unlikely the radio-
activity is from large depos-
its of alum mud. Based on a
review of historical docu-
ments, it said other parts of
the human-made peninsula
probably accepted this
waste.

Cabrera staff highlighted
adjacent tracts of land
owned by the East Bay Re-
gional Park District, which
had previously been a pri-

vately owned landfill.

Cabrera staff and Albany
city officials, however, did
not immediately inform the
East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict. The park district
learned about the findings
and test results only after a
Times reporter reached out
for comment.

Jordan  Traverso, a
spokesperson for the park
district, said regulators had
not asked for them to test its
property.

Meanwhile, the city of
Berkeley is working toward
examining its own survey for
gamma radiation at Cesar
Chavez Park, which was
built atop the former munic-
ipal landfill. The city part-
nered with UC Berkeley Nu-
clear Engineering research-
ers to fly a drone survey over
the 90-acre park and sweep
small areas on foot, accord-
ing to city spokesperson Se-
ung Lee.

The test results, he said,
will be released after re-
searchers clean and analyze
the data.

LAPD categorizes Hawaii woman as voluntarily missing person

[Kobayashi, from Bi]

to Union Station in order to
reach the San Ysidro border
crossing, where she crossed
into Mexico through a tun-
nel shortly after noon, Mc-
Donnell said.

Kobayashi has been clas-
sified as a voluntary missing
person, McDonnell said,
adding that law enforce-
ment will be notified if she
decides toreenter the U.S.

Kobayashi went missing
Nov. 8 after catching a flight
from Hawaii to Los Angeles,
with a connecting flight that
would ultimately take her to
New York, where she
planned to visit relatives.
Her family became worried
after she landed at LAX and
sent them cryptic text mes-
sages, suggesting that some-
one was trying to steal her
money and identity.

McDonnell said he was
aware of the questions sur-
rounding the woman’s
missed connection at LAX,
saying the department’s in-
vestigation “corroborated
by video evidence clearly
shows Hannah at LAX, ap-

pearing unharmed after ar-
riving from Maui on Nov. 8 of
thisyear.”

“For unknown reasons,
she decided not to board her
prescheduled flight to New
York,” he said. He said that
police had uncovered no evi-
dence that she was being
trafficked or was involved in
any criminal activity.

Kobayashi’s family said
in a statement Monday that
they weren’t giving up the
search for their relative and
urged law enforcement and
the public to “stay focused
on finding her and to avoid
speculative conclusions.”

“We are deeply grateful
for the urgency and dedica-
tion law enforcement has
shown in investigating Han-
nah’s disappearance,” the
statement read. “Our family
remains hopeful that Han-
nah is safe and urges every-
one to continue the search.
The search is far from over,
and we are committed to do-
ing everything possible to
bring her home safely.”

Sydni Kobayashi, her sis-
ter, said on social media that

“[blased on
surveillance footage re-
viewed and information
shared with us, these are the
facts known to my mother
and I. It does not appear
that Hannah intentionally
missed her flight.”

Police, however, uncov-
ered old social media posts
suggesting that Kobayashi
had “expressed the desire to
step away from modern con-
nectivity,” McDonnell said.
Police believe that Koba-
yashi may have left her
phone in Los Angeles in-
stead of taking it with her to
Mexico.

The chief urged her to
contact her family, law en-
forcement or someone from
the U.S. Embassy in Mexico
to assure them of her well-
being.

“She has a right to her
privacy, and we respect her
choices,” he said, “but we
alsounderstand the concern
loved ones feel for her; a sim-
ple message could reassure
those she cares about.”

The LAPD investigation
will not take the search into

information,

Mexico, McDonnell said, but
he encouraged anyone with
information about Koba-
yashi’s whereabouts to con-
tact law enforcement.

Sydni Kobayashi was
critical of the investigation,
citing “lack of communica-
tion surrounding some im-
portant details” and saying
the family had felt “excluded
from potentially crucial de-
velopments.” She noted,
however, that they were
“hopeful and optimistic”
that police were doing their
best to find Kobayashi.

Deputy Chief Alan Ham-
ilton pushed back on the
family’s criticism at Mon-
day’s news conference, say-
ing there had been “daily
communication and contact
with family members,” as
well as considerable re-
sources expended, including
sending investigators to the
U.S.-Mexico border to exam-
ine the surveillance footage.

According to Kobayashi’s
family, she landed at LAX on
Nov. 8 and missed her con-
necting flight to New York
City because of a short lay-

over. Kobayashi stayed
overnight in Los Angeles
and was seen the next day at
the Taschen bookstore at
the Grove, an open-air shop-
ping mall in the Fairfax dis-
trict.

On Nov. 10, Kobayashi
was captured on video out-
side a Nike event near the
Grove and was believed to
have returned to LAX, ac-
cording to a family state-
ment.

OnNov. 11, Kobayashiwas
seen talking to a ticketing
agent at LAX; she then
boarded the Metro C Line at
the Aviation/Century sta-
tion around 9 p.m., her fam-
ily said. She transferred at
the Willowbrook/Rosa Parks
station and was seen in vi-
deo leaving the Pico station
with an unknown person.

On Nov. 12, Kobayashi
was captured onvideo at the
Greyhound bus terminal at
Union Station in downtown
L.A. around 6:30 a.m., ac-
cording to her family.

Just a few hours later, ac-
cordingtopolice, the woman
crossed into Mexico.

Family members have
raised alarm over “strange”
text messages sent from
Kobayashi’s phone Nov. 11,
shortly before she vanished.
Kobayashi reportedly
texted them that she was
afraid someone had stolen
her identity and all of her
money. Her family said they
tried to get hold of her, but
her phone had been shut off.

After Kobayashi’s disap-
pearance, her father, Ryan,
flew to Los Angeles to help
look for his daughter. The
elder Kobayashi was found
dead last week near LAX in
what police said was an ap-
parent suicide.

The body of Ryan Koba-
yashi, 58, was found in a
parking lot in the 6100 block
of Century Boulevard. Ac-
cording to the Los Angeles
County medical examiner,
Ryan Kobayashi died from
blunt force traumatic in-
juries.

“I'm very sorry for the
family for all that they've
been through,” McDonnell
said during Monday’s news
conference.
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Bids Wanted

Alliance  College-Ready
Public  Schools is ac-
cepting proposals  for
Category 1 Hotspots
Equipment and Services
and Category 2 Network
Equipment and Services.
Proposals are due Friday,
January 17, 2025 at 5PM
PST. For a copy of the RFP
visit  www.laalliance.org
or email erate@laalliance.

org

JUNMUEILS,

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

-
think the gitizens are fed
up with your govarning

What's
all the
ruckys?

OCBWYO

@
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Jumbles: QUILT

Yesterday’s Answer:

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app + Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

THE ROMAN EMPIRE WAS
CRUMBLING AND WOULD ---

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

r vV VvV YV YV YV YV Y
9000000

(Answers tomorrow)
GROOVY CANNON

FLASH

The zeros’ attempt to arrange themselves into a

positive number was — ALL FOR NOTHING

PROMOTE
YOUR SERVICES

Ideal for any
Professional or
Service

latimes.com/PlaceAd

Found a
Lost

Puppy?

Place an Ad
Online

latimes.com/placead

$

JOBS - REAL ESTATE - MORE

latimes.com/placead I To place an ad call 1.800.234.4444

Los Angeles Times

EMPLOYMENT
1500

Employment

Pastor:  Ordained Pastor,
Master of Divinity, Theology
or related; The Way Church,
4050 W. Pico Blvd., Los Ange-
les, CA 90019

Your way
home.

Los Angeles Times
Real Estate
Classified

In-depth. At home. More detailed listings,

in all price ranges,
leading to
your new front door.

With the Los Angeles Times
subscription, your
information finds you.

Please...
don't get up.
Subscribe today.

To advertise,
call (800)234-4444

flos Angeles Times
L.A. Times Real Estate Classified
Los Augeles Times

Business Names

For home delivery,
call (800) 252-9141

flos Angeles Times

Business Names

Fictitious Business Name Statement NO.: 2024

2024240933
The following person is doing business as:
Fictitious Business Name(s) DC Wholesale 3111
Bandini Blvd. Vernon, Ca. 90058. Registered
Owner (S): LUX RESOURCES, INC. 3111 Bandini Blvd.
Vernon, Ca. 90058 CA. Business is conducted by: a
Corporation. The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on 11/25/2024. 1 declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and correct. (A registrant
who declares as true information which he or she
knows to be false is guilty of a crime) REGISTRANT/
CORP/LLC NAME: LUX RESOURCES, INC. . Signature:
Arturo Alderete/President . This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles - California
County on 11/22/2024. NOTICE- in accordance with
subdivision (a)of section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk except, as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after
any change in the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the
residence address of a registered owner. A new ficti-
tious business name statement must be filed before
the expiration. The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this state of fictitious
business name in violation of the rights of another
under federal state or common law (see section 14411
et seq. Business and Professions code). Dean C. Logan,
Los Angeles - California County Clerk. BY: Todd Tran,
Deputy. Published 11/27/24, 12/04/24, 12/11/24,
12/18/24.

HOW TO PLACE AN AD

Self-service 24/7:
latimes.com/placead

Contact us by phone 24/7:
800-234-4444

ADVERTISING POLICIES

For Los Angeles Times advertising terms

and conditions go to:

www.Jatimes.com/about/la-ads-terms-20181105-htmistory.html
. W
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SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

Case Number (Numero del Caso): 21VECV00433

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:

(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):

MASTER ROAD SERVICE, INC., a California Corporation;
Kfir Cohen, an individual; Chris Doe, an individual; and
DOES 1 through 30, inclusive,

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
Priscilla Caputo, an individual

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the courtis: (El nombrey
direccion de la corte es):

Van Nuys Courthouse East

6230 Sylmar Ave.

Van Nuys, California 91401

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del d dante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

Gavril T. Gabriel

8255 Firestone Blvd.

Downey, California 90241

562-758-8210

Date: (Fecha) April 01,2021

SherriR. Carter Clerk
(Secretario)
L. Marquez Deputy
(Adjunto)

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

Case Number (Numero del Caso): 24VECV03048

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
GERA GORVITS, an individual

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
U-HAUL CO. OF CALIFORNIA, a California corporation

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the courtis: (El nombrey
direccion de la corte es):

VAN NUYS COURTHOUSE WEST

1440 Erwin Street, Van Nuys, CA 91401

Van Nuys, CA 91401

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del d dante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

Dan A. Everakes

500 N Brand Boulevard

Glendale, CA 91203

8185468686

Date: (Fecha) 06/26/2024

David W. Slayton Clerk
(Secretario)
G. Molina Deputy
(Adjunto)
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THE WEATHER

Today in Southern California

Remaining dry; areas of clouds to start: A slight uptick in low-level moisture with a broad, upper-level low
crossing the area could result in low clouds and areas of fog to start Wednesday morning along and near the
coast. As high pressure aloft and at the surface increases to the north, look for a return to full sunshine Thurs-
day and Friday with rising temperatures. Low-end Santa Ana winds will set up Thursday night.

5-day forecasts

High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone.

L.A. Basin Valleys Beaches Mountains Deserts
Today 65/47 70150 6146 5419 82|54
Fog to sunshine Mostly sunny Fog to sunshine Sunshine Mostly sunny; warm
Thursday  Mostly sunny 68/50  Mostly sunny 75/55  Some sunshine  63/51  Sunny 55/20  Sunny; warm 82/57
Friday Sunny; warmer ~ 78/52  Sunny; warm 79/53  Sunny; warmer  75/51  Sunny 54/22  Sunny; warm 83/55
Saturday  Sunny; warm 78/51  Sunny; warm 79/49  Sunny 76/52  Sunny 5727  Sunny; warm 81/51
Sunday Not as warm 6752 Not as warm 6748  Cooler 64/52  Mostly sunny 53/25  Mostly sunny 75/48
Air quality © Good O Moderate  Unhealthful for: O Sensitive people @ All (O Not Available
SANTA VENTURA CO. Santa Clarita South Coast Air Quality Management District forecasts air quality
BARBARA CO. Santa Paula 7747 O Hesperia
Santa 0Ojai © 70/46 O LOS ANGELES CO. 68/30
©  SimiValley
Barbara N _ ou7  Chatsworth g o s SAN BERNARDINO CO.
63/44 Ventura O  Camarillo Monrovia
(@) 67/45 68/50
60/47 64/41 O Pomona/ Yucca Va“ey
@) UCLA f M 69/42
Oxnard O "y ke O O 6o/ LA.Downtown Fairplex o . o San Bernardino
63/45 Village  Woodland "~ 7 68/4% O 696 7243
68/45 Hills O Whittier ;
69/46 - Hill O O Chino . i
Santa Monica IS 71738 O Riverside RIVERSIDE CO
61/46 66/46 o Fullerton 72/37 :
Surf and sea Tonance O 6745
POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO 62/49 Santa Ana O
Inner waters: Light wind becoming Long 6548 (O ORANGE CO. O Hemet Palm
west 5-10 knots in the afternoon. Beach  nownort o Irvine 73/36 Springs
Seas 2-4 feet. Mixed swell west and 66/48 BeacI:I O 65/44 82/54
south 2-3 feet. O Mission Viejo
; - 62/46 O Temecula
Surf zone: The risk for strong rip Laguna 65/43 o
currents is moderate at Ventura, 74/38
Beach San
L.A. and S.D. county beaches and 61/47
Clemente
low elsewhere.
64/44 SAN DIEGO CO.
Oceanside
County Height Period Direction Temp | Sun and moon 70/37
Santa Barbara 1-3' 7sec W 58 Todav's rise/set O
Ventura 24 Bsec SW 5 y Escondido O Ramona
Los Angeles  2-4' 13sec  SW 60 Los Angeles Co. Orange Co. Ventura Co. 71/37 72/39
Orange 13 dsec S 60 Sun  6:43a/4:44p 6:42a/4:43p 6:48a/4:47p
SanDiego  2-4' 13sec  SW 62 Moon 10:02a/7:54p  10:01a/7:53p 10:07a/7:58p O Poway
67/40
.LrA"(I)etsH vor i feet t -/ x., . O San Diego
.A. Outer Harbor, in feet.
' 65/47
Today 9562 59 Hi 3202 2910 Dec. 8 Dec. 15 Dec. 22 Dec. 30
------ Hi 549 -0.4Llo
Thu. 1.0la 3.4Hi 4132 3llo Alma“ac .
1043 56H 6:40p 0210 Tuesday Downtown readings
. Temperature Los Angeles  Fullerton  Ventura* | Precipitati Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura*
UV index High/low 7047 68/48  64/5 | 24-hourtotal @sof2p.m) 000 000  0.00
Minutes to burn for sensitive people Normal high/low 69/49 69/47 68746 | Season total (since Oct. 1) 0.14 0.02 0.44
Las Veaas, 45 Phoenix. 45 High/low a year ago 69/49 71/47 66/50 | Last season (Oct.1to date) 0.36 0.41 0.30
L Ag I' 15 San i - 60 Record high/date 89%/1958  79/2007  96/1958 | Season norm (Oct.1to date) 151 137 2.01
05 ANgEles, an Francisco, Record low/date 36/1897  36/2010 371967 | Humidity (high/low) 89/59  86/50  96/69
California cities*
Tue.” Today Thu. Tue.” Today Thu. Tue.* Today Thu.
City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo
Anaheim 67 48 - 66 43 71 47 L.A.D'ntown/USC 69 48 - 65 47 68 50 San Diego 67 51 - 65 47 66 46
Avalon/Catalina 63 49 - 59 54 63 56 LA.Int'l. Airport 64 51 -- 62 48 63 51 San Francisco 63 47 - 64 48 63 48
Bakersfield 65 44 -- 66 44 66 44 Laguna Beach 62 49 - 61 47 62 48 San Gabriel 68 48 -- 67 47 72 54
Barstow 70 41 - 7140 72 39 Lancaster 67 26 - 70 30 71 29 San Jose 71 45 - 71 45 70 46
Big Bear Lake 5 23 - 54 19 55 20 Long Beach 66 51 -- 66 48 67 50 San Luis Obispo 67 4 - 70 44 75 47
Bishop 66 28 - 62 26 62 30 Mammoth Lakes 47 18 -- 47 15 49 10 Santa Ana 66 52 -- 65 48 67 50
Burbank 68 44 - 67 45 75 50 Mission Viejo 70 46 - 65 43 69 47 Santa Barbara 60 43 - 63 44 65 47
Camarillo 63 41 64 41 69 50 Monrovia 70 48 - 68 50 75 55 Santa Clarita 73 45 - 77 4 77 5l
Chatsworth 71 46 - 71 50 75 53 Monterey 63 45 - 65 45 64 46 Santa Monica Pier 64 48 -- 61 46 63 51
Chino 71 41 - 71 38 78 43 Mt. Wilson 6l 43 - 49 43 51 43 Santa Paula 66 44 - 70 46 76 53
Compton 68 51 -- 65 46 68 48 Needles 7450 -- 75 49 76 51 Santa Rosa 68 40 66 41 65 42
Dana Point 63 49 - 62 46 64 48 Newport Beach 62 52 - 62 46 62 47 Simi Valley 70 44 - 72 47 76 51
Death Valley 73 51 - 78 53 79 54 Northridge 73 43 - 70 46 76 54 Tahoe Valley 50 22 - 49 21 50 20
Del Mar 64 49 - 64 46 66 47 Oakland 66 45 -- 65 46 63 43 Temecula 71 36 - 74 38 78 43
Escondido 69 38 - 7137 72 4 Oceanside 71 4 - 70 37 72 37 Thousand Oaks 68 42 -- 68 44 75 52
Eureka 54 39 -- 56 41 57 41 Ojai 73 47 - 73 50 74 50 Torrance 64 52 62 49 62 51
Fallbrook 70 38 - 70 39 75 43 Ontario 71 45 - 69 46 76 50 UCLA 64 47 - 62 46 68 50
Fresno 63 43 -- 60 44 58 44 Palm Springs 83 54 -- 8 54 & 5 Van Nuys 73 45 - 71 48 78 57
Fullerton 68 52 - 67 45 71 46 Pasadena 69 47 - 66 48 71 53 Ventura 58 45 - 60 47 61 51
Hemet 72 36 - 7336 77 39 Paso Robles 69 36 - 7137 69 37 Whittier Hills 67 49 - 66 46 70 51
Hesperia 64 36 - 66 34 66 32 Redding 68 39 -- 68 40 69 44 Woodland Hills 72 44 - 69 46 76 53
HuntingtonBeach 63 51 -- 61 46 62 47 Riverside 7137 - 72 37 77 40 Wrightwood 5 39 - 56 37 58 33
Idyliwild 62 4 - 63 39 65 4 Sacramento 64 37 - 60 38 64 40 Yorba Linda 70 4 - 67 4 72 43
Irvine 70 49 - 65 44 68 47 San Bernardino 71 43 - 72 43 78 47 Yosemite Valley 58 35 - 64 32 61 27

Today in North America

New surge of cold air: Winds will increase across the upper Midwest as a
fresh surge of cold air and snow showers moves in with a front. Snow
showers and squalls will also push eastward late in the afternoon and at
night. Rain and thunder will expand northeastward from East Texas.

A
Cold Front

-
Warm Front

Jet Stream Trough
Rain _T-storm Snow lIce

Pressure: Low High

Temps [ -0 [ 0s [10s ] 20s] 30s 505 | 60s [ 70s [ 80s |1905 008

W W
1)
-aWJnﬁip?g4* 2
* 6731 X, % X
*

X %
*** g

'511 *  o'New York
Sy

W' 71" e\Washington
1A 45/39
e

San Francisco
64/48
.

\ Los Angeles
« .55/47

o
Chihuahua

78/44 Y A2
73/61 Ny
U.S. cities
TUESDAY’S EXTREMES AS OF 2 PM. FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES
High 83 in Palm Springs, Calif. Low -13 in Gunnison, Colo.
Tuesday* Today Tuesday* Today

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky | City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky
Albany 34 17 01 35 31 Sf | Seattle 44 31 - 45 34 Pc
Albuquerque 5% 32 - 59 34 Su | Tampa 64 44 68 51 Su
Anchorage 31 19 02 39 30 Sh | Tucson 80 49 75 44 Su
Aspen 40 10 - 41 16 Su | Tulsa 50 22 64 27 Su
Atlanta 4 31 - 55 44 Su | Washington,D.C. 44 30 45 39 W
Austin 64 40 .01 61 55 Ts | Wichita 45 20 57 22 Su
Baltimore 43 26 - 44 37 W
Boise 38 2 u 27 su | World
Boston 38 28 - 40 36 Pc | Acapulco 87 72 - 87 71 Pc
Buffalo 36 27 01 34 28 Sn | Amsterdam 46 42 31 45 39 Sh
Burlington, Vt. 33 30 .05 34 32 Sn | Athens 60 52 .02 60 53 Su
Charleston, S.C. 48 32 - 55 41 Su | Bangkok a 77 - 93 77 Pc
Charlotte 43 27 T 52 40 Pc | Barcelona 6l 48 10 6l 42 Pc
Chicago 3119 - 37 12 Sf | Berlin 46 39 .28 42 37 R
Cincinnati 29 20 .01 42 15 Cy | Cabo SanLucas 90 62 - 8 59 Hz
Cleveland 3323 T 37 24 Sf | Cairo 72 5% - 71 56 Su
Columbia, S.C. 46 30 - 54 41 Su | Dubai 82 66 - 83 67 Su
Columbus 33 19 T 40 18 Sf | Dublin 46 27 16 55 49 Sh
Dallas/FtWorth 6l 36 - 57 45 Ts | Havana 75 68 - 78 57 Pc
Denver 64 33 - 55 29 Su | Ho ChiMinh City 82 77 20 88 77 Pc
Detroit 3% 2 - 35 21 Sf | Hong Kong 74 63 - 75 63 Su
El Paso 63 45 - 68 46 Pc | Istanbul 54 50 .20 52 47 Cy
Eugene 39 31 T 43 32 Fg | Jerusalem 6l 42 - 62 45 Su
Fort Myers 69 46 - 73 50 Su | Johannesburg 90 5 - 93 68 Su
Hartford 41 22 T 41 34 Pc | KualaLumpur 88 76 .40 86 75 Ts
Honolulu 83 68 - 83 70 Pc | Lima 79 64 - 74 64 Cy
Houston 67 43 .04 71 58 R | London 46 41 02 49 47 Pc
Indianapolis 26 15 T 41 11 W | Madrid 61 39 .04 6l 37 Pc
Jacksonville, Fla. 57 32 - 62 38 Su | Mecca 87 66 - 87 65 Cy
Kansas City 37 15 - 50 14 Su | Mexico City 72 46 - 73 46 Pc
Knoxville 3% 29 T 51 37 Pc | Montreal 32 25 04 3229 Sn
Las Vegas 66 47 - 68 45 Su | Moscow 34 30 27 33 18 Cy
Louisville 30 25 T 48 18 Cy | Mumbai 90 76 - 93 77 Hz
Medford 43 27 - 44 33 Fg | New Delhi 79 5 - 77 51 Su
Memphis 2 26 - 52 33 Pc | Paris 46 41 07 46 40 Cy
Miami 72 5 - 73 61 Su | Prague 4 32 26 37 31 Cy
Milwaukee 34 27 - 37 15 Sf | Rome 57 37 20 58 48 Sh
Minneapolis 27 12 T 31 7 St | Seoul 39 24 T 43 25 Pc
Nashville 3% 26 T 5 27 Cy | Singapore 88 78 53 9 78 T
New Orleans 58 41 - 68 61 Cy | TaipeiCity 81 72 - 73 63 Su
New York 4 33 T 42 37 Pc | Tokyo 64 48 .01 64 50 Cy
Norfolk 43 34 - 48 41 Pc | Vancouver 45 30 - 45 36 Cy
Oklahoma City 54 26 - 62 32 Cy | Vienna 40 30 .02 43 32 Cy
Omaha 40 17 - 43 9 W
Orlando 63 43 - 69 46 Su Key: Su sunny; Pc partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
Philadelphia 4 31 T 42 38 W | foggy; Prcp precipitation; Dr drizzle; Hz hazy Sh
Phoenix 83 55 - 77 52 Pc showers; Ts thunderstorms; R rain; Sn‘snow; Sf
Pittsburgh ¥ N T 37 20 f snow flurries; I ice; Rs rain/snow; W windy; Tr
P - trace. Notes: National extremes exclude Alaska
ortland, Ore. 49 28 49 34 Pe and Hawaii. * - data estimated.
Providence % 2 T 41 37 Pc | Tuesday's readings as of 2 p.m.
Raleigh/Durham 44 29 - 50 41 Pc
2;1'}?,,,0,“. ii §§ - 2; §8 2; Forecasts by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024
Sty 4 25 | 2 2 o |®AccuWeather Visit Acculeather.com

ISRAEL VAZQUEZ, 1977 - 2024

Mexican boxing star was a three-time champion

BY EDUARD CAUICH

ormer world champion Is-
rael Vazquez, a Mexican
boxing star known “El
Magnifico,” died Monday
night at the age of 46,
World Boxing Council president
Mauricio Sulaiman confirmed.

The three-time world champion
in the super-bantamweight divi-
sion starred in a fierce trio of fights
against Rafael Marquez, brother of
Juan Manuel Marquez. The bouts
were true Mexican boxing classics
that left both fighters physically
scarred, as neither of them was the
same after those three duels in the
spanofayear.

Vazquez’s career ended with a
44-5 record, including 32 knock-
outs. He was champion of the In-
ternational Boxing Federation
from 2004 to 2005 and twice of the
World Boxing Council from 2005 to
2008. Vazquez’s career also in-
cluded three fights against Oscar
“Chololo” Larios, a former world
champion and stablemate of then
rising star Saul “Canelo” Alvarez,
winning two bouts and losing one.

“Israel Vazquez finally rests in
peace,” Sulaiman, of the WBC,
posted on social media. “May God
give strength and support to his
wife Laura, his children, family and

‘EL. MAGNIFICO’

Israel Vazquez, shown training in El Monte in 2008, competed in a fierce trilogy of bouts against
Rafael Marquez that left both men physically battered. Vazquez was 44-5 with 32 knockouts.

problems and needed to make
money. We knew we didn’t need to
do it, but he needed to support his
family.”

Marquez took the feather-
weight contest with a third-round
knockout win over a diminished
Vazquez, who eventually retired af-
ter the bout at the arena then
known as Staples Center.

“During the fight, I told him,
‘Look at your eyebrow, look at your
eye,’ but Israel told me, “You throw
it,” ” Marquez recalled in an inter-
view with the WBC. “When we went
intotheringwe didn’t goin with the
intentions of hurting, we went in
with the intention of winning.”

Vazquez continued to have
problems with his right eye, which
required seven surgeries and even-
tually was removed in 2016 and re-
placed with a prosthesis.

“I consider the loss of my eye an
accident. Unfortunately, the sur-
geries I underwent did not work,
and over time it got worse,”
Vazquez told The Times.

Helived in Southern California,
where he became a beloved figure
in the community.

In October, after having trouble
walking, Vazquez was admitted to
White Memorial Hospital in Boyle
Heights and diagnosed with termi-
nal cancer, stage 4 sarcoma. When
the news was released, the boxing

DAMIAN DOVARGANES Associated Press

friends in these difficult moments.
Thank you champion for leaving
such a special mark. You will al-
ways be the Magnificent One.”
Born on Dec. 25, 1977, in Mexico
City, Vazquez was known not only
forhis talent but also for being kind
to others outside the ring.
Vazquez, who adopted a fear-
less and aggressive fighting style,
did not have a great amateur ca-
reer. He made his pro debut in the
bantamweight division at 17,
knocking out his first nine oppo-
nents before suffering his first loss.
He continued to fight mostly at
the arena then known as the Ar-
rowhead Pond in Anaheim until he
lost by decision in Las Vegas to
Marcos Licona in a fight for the va-
cant World Boxing Organization
super-bantamweight title.
Vazquez accumulated 12 more
victories that led him to a WBC su-
per-bantamweight world title fight
against Larios, whom he had al-
ready beaten, but he lost by knock-
out in 2002.
Despite the defeat, Vazquez
continued to accumulate victories

and finally was crowned world
champion when he defeated José
Luis Valbuena at the Grand
Olympic Auditorium in March 2004
to win the vacant IBF super-ban-
tamweight title, a crown he de-
fended twice before avenging his
loss to Larios and defeating him a
second time by unifying the WBC
and Ring titles on Dec. 3, 2005, in
LasVegas.

Vazquez and Marquez met for
the first time on March 3, 2007,
bringing a lot of dynamite in their
fists and little fear to the ring. They
represented the bravery and
courage that was a hallmark of
Mexican boxing, but their lack of
concern about violence in the ring
suggested their bouts would take a
profound physical toll.

In a duel held at the former
Home Depot Center in Carson,
Vazquez knocked down Marquez
in the third round but could not
continue in the seventh round
when he suffered broken cartilage
in his nose. Vazquez lost his WBC
crown, was criticized for not con-
tinuing despite the nose injury and

later acknowledged he contem-
plated retirement after the loss.

“In the seventh round, I had to
decide whether to keep fighting or
save my nose,” Vazquez told the
Los Angeles Times. “I decided to
save my nose.”

Vazquez recalled his son Israel
Jr. asking him when he got home
“why didn’t I keep going, you could
have come back and beat him.”

“So I got motivated to get my
nose fixed and trained harder than
ever for that second bout,” said
Vazquez, who had Freddie Roach
as his trainer.

Four months later, on Aug. 4,
2007 in Hidalgo, Texas, Vazquez re-
gained his crown by knocking out
Marquezin the sixth round of what
was ranked as Ring Magazine’s
2007 fight of the year. Vazquez
changed trainers for the fight be-
cause he didn’t believe Roach, who
alsowas Manny Pacquiao’s trainer,
dedicated as much time to him. He
hired the now-deceased Rudy
Pérez, former trainer of Marco An-
tonio Barrera.

In March 2008 in Carson, the

third fight was staged and Vazquez
won by split decision. He knocked
down Marquez in the last round,
which gave him the victory. His
manager hired two of the best cut
men in boxing, one for each eye, be-
cause of Vazquez’s constant suc-
cess cutting during their duels. The
event was named Ring Magazine’s
2008 fight of the year.

The victory, though sweet, be-
gan to take its toll on Vazquez. In
December 2008, Vazquez was
stripped of his WBC super-ban-
tamweight title when he was un-
able to defend his crown because of
a detached retina in his right eye,
the result of his third fight with
Marquez, who also had three sur-
geries on his orbital bone as a re-
sult of the three fights. Marquez
stopped fighting for ayear after the
trilogy.

On May 22, 2010, Vazquez fought
Maérquez a fourth time.

“I didn’t want them to fight a
fourth time, because he already
won the trilogy,” manager Frank
Espinoza said. “But Israel asked
me, at that time he had economic

community rallied to support him.

Before his death, friends
wanted to visit Vazquez, but he ac-
cepted few requests because he
wanted to be remembered as a
magnificent world champion.

“He doesn’t want them to see
him like that, he wants everyone to
have the image of him as when he
was a boxer,” his wife, Laura, said.

The WBC held several events to
raise funds for the Vazquez family
and processed the documents so
his parents could be with him in his
last days. Vazquez told The Times
his parents were vital to achieving
everything he had in boxing, be-
cause of the strict way his dad
helped shape his personality with
“hard teachings” and because of
his mom, whom he described as
“the love of his life.”

Véazquez is survived by his wife
and three children, Israel Vazquez
Jr., Anthony and Zoe.

Staff writer Jad E1Reda
contributed to this report, which
first appeared in Spanish viaL.A.
Times en Espanol.
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[akers reach a new low for the LeBron era

Their 80 points in loss
at Minnesota are their
fewest since James
joined team in 2018.

By DAN WOIKE

MINNEAPOLIS — Le-
Bron James shrugged. He
rolled his eyes. He com-
plained to the referees. He
hung his head.

There was no discretion
Monday in Minnesota —
everything you needed to
know about the Lakers and
their leading scorer was on
display in big, bold letters.

“It’s everything,” James
said. “It’s the rhythm. I just
feel off rhythm these last
three, four games.”

Playing on the second
night of back-to-back
games, James looked as un-
comfortable as everin a Lak-
ers uniform as he and his
team failed over and over at
the game’s simplest task —
putting the ball in the bas-
ket.

Minnesota beat the Lak-
ers 109-80, their fifth loss in
their last seven games.
Jameshas gone four straight
games without making a
three-pointer, and the Lak-
ers’ offense has failed to
score 110 points or more in
five of its last six games.

The 80 points represent
the Lakers’ worst offensive
game in James’ time with
the team and the worst for
the organization since Jan.
22, 2017.

Fellow star Anthony
Davis called the game “dis-
gusting.”

For James, it’'s been a
miserable stretch of offen-
sive basketball, particularly
from the perimeter where
he’s now missed 19 consecu-
tivethrees. He’s also beenre-
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D’ANGELO RUSSELL reacts after being called for a foul during the first half of
Monday’s loss at Minnesota, where the Lakers have won just twice since 2015-16.

markably careless with the
ball, turning it over six times
Monday, including one pass
that perfectly split D’Angelo
Russell and Gabe Vincent
on a fast break, neither play-
erclose tokeepingit from go-
inginto the seats. James has
turned it over at least five
times in 11 of the Lakers’ 21
games.

Russell, who missed Sun-
day’s ugly win in Utah, re-

turned from an illness and
led the Lakers with 20
points.

Slightly less concerning
than James’ struggles is
Davis’ bad week. Monday, he
scored only 12 points, a sea-
son low.

After opening the season
scoring 20 or more in each of
his first 14 games, he’s been
held to fewer than 20 in four
ofthe last six games.

“Sometimes we look like
a team that can compete
with anyone and sometimes
we look like a team that
looks terrible and is not go-
ing to do anything this sea-
son,” Davis said.

Before the game, coach
JJ Redick said he and the
players believed the best
version of their team is one
based on motion.

“Everybody that TI've

talked to, and that’s our
main seven or eight guys,
they all feel the same way I
do, which is the best version
of us is when we have body
and ball movement. I think
we’ve seen that be a fact,”
Redick said. “I think they all
agree with that.I've had con-
versations with them,
they’ve all agreed with that.
AndIthinkifyoulook at the
quarters, games Wwhere
we’ve stalled out, we haven’t
had that.”

The Lakers (12-9) didn’t
move much as they trudged
through anotherloss in Min-
nesota, where they’ve won
only twice since the 2015-16
season.

“I feel like the offense was
fun. ... I really believe we’ve
gotten better defensively.
And I think we’ve spent a lot
of time as a staff defen-
sively,” Redick said. “And
thisis the nature of the NBA
season. You don’t have a ton
of time. The things you em-
phasize, hopefully you get
better at. And sometimes
when you don’t emphasize
something, or you don’'t
work on something because
you don’t necessarily have
time, or you think you’re
good at it and you think you
have buy-in at it, you just get
slippage. We gotta clean that
up.”

And they’re going to need
Jamestodoit.

“Work,” James said when
asked about the solution.
“Just work. That’s all.”

Vanderbilt’s return
is delayed

Jarred Vanderbilt, a for-
ward who could answer
some of the team’s defense
and rebounding problems, is
dealing with a knee issue
that will push his targeted
season debut into 2025.

Vanderbilt, 25, had off-

MONDAY’S LATE BOX
T'WOLVES 109, LAKERS 80

LAKERS
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4-14 44 2-11
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29 00 02
244 00 13
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32-79 10-14 9-39 19 16 80
Shooting: Field goals, 40.5%; free throws, 71.4%
Three-point goals: 6-31 (Russell 4-5, Vincent 1-4,
Christie 1-7, Hachimura 0-1, Koloko 0-1, Reddish 0-1,
Traore 0-1, Davis 0-2, L.James 0-4, Knecht 0-5). Team
Rebounds: 8. Team Turnovers: 1. Blocked Shots: 2
(Davis, Traore). Turnovers: 20 (L.James 6, Russell 3,
Christie 2, Davis 2, Hachimura 2, Traore 2, Knecht,
Koloko, Lewis). Steals: 8 (Hachimura 2, Vincent 2, Lew-
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41-81 12-15 7-43 31 17 109

Totals

Shooting: Field goals, 50.6%; free throws, 80.0%
Three-point goals: 15-35 (Conley 3-6, DiVincenzo
3-6, Randle 2-3, Reid 2-5, Alexander-Walker 2-6, Shan-
non Jr. 1-1, McDaniels 1-2, A.Edwards 1-5, Minott 0-1).
Team Rebounds: 4. Team Turnovers: None. Blocked
Shots: 2 (McDaniels, Reid). Turnovers: 15 (A.Edwards 3,
Conley 2, Gobert 2, McDaniels 2, Nix 2, Alexander-
Walker, Dozier, Randle, Shannon Jr.). Steals: 11 (A.Ed-
wards 2, DiVincenzo 2, Randle 2, Reid 2, Gobert,
McDaniels, Minott). Technical Fouls: None.

LAKERS 20 24 20 16— 80
Minnesota 22 34 23 30-109

A-18,978.T-2:03.

season surgery on both feet
and the team hoped he’d be
ready for opening night.
However, setbacks and pain
have persisted, and the effu-
sion in his left knee, a collec-
tion of fluid around the joint
known as water on the knee,
pushed the target back.

Vanderbilt hasn’t played
for the Lakers since he in-
jured one ofhis feet on Feb. 1.
The team signed Vanderbilt
toafour-year, $48-million ex-
tension before last season.
He’s played in 29 games
since then.

Team does have time to look for some answers

[Lakers, from B10]

night when Timberwolves
star Anthony Edwards
scored only eight points —
James called the offense
“nasty.” Anthony Davis said
it was “disgusting.”

And on the whole, the
offense has been the thing
that has mostly worked for
this team through 21 games.

The energy inside the
Lakers’lockerroom at the
moment isn’t particularly
good, and that too can be
expected afterlosing five of
seven games.

But let’s not ignore some
obvious warning signs indi-
cating that the Lakers could
find themselves in some real
trouble.

Sign No. 1: James

Afterthe Lakers beat
Utah on Sunday night in an
ugly game while missing
close to half of their regular
rotation, James spoke
about their deliberate style
late in the game, when they
put the ball in his hands and
let him hunt a mismatch
with Utah second-year
guard Keyonte George.

James had shot five for 14
from the field in the fourth
quarter, hardly the kind of
efficiency Redick has
preached, but with Austin
Reaves, D’Angelo Russell
and others unavailable, it
was anecessary evil.

And James kind of liked
it.

After the game, he said
that style of play felt more
“‘normal” to him than the
pace, space and movement
offense the Lakers want to
run. James referenced a
career-low usage rate (it’s
actually his second-lowest
behind his rookie season) as
one of the biggest reasons
he has needed to adjust.

Ifthe Lakers are asking
James to doless with the
ballin his hands, it should
have positive effects in other
areas — fewer turnovers,
better offensive efficiency,
etc. Lately, it hasn’t.

Jamesis down to 34.5%
from three-point range after
four straight games without
amake from long range. The
slump, in fact, started
sooner than that — coinci-
ding with the Lakers’ NBA
Cup schedule. Since Now. 15,
James is shooting 21.8%
from three. Maybe even
more troubling, he’s averag-
ing a career-high 4.2 turn-
OVers per game.

James has said he wants
to play all 82 games, but
even Redick acknowledged
that might not be in the best
interest of him or the team
after he lumbered his way
through Monday’s loss.

It’s fair to wonder if
James’ legs will allow him to
play in the Lakers’ motion-
based offense while still
allowing him to be fully

ABBIE PARR Associated Press

LAKERS GUARD Dalton Knecht is fouled by Minnesota Timberwolves guard Donte DiVincenzo in Monday
night’s game. Knecht said the team needs to get stops and get in transition to help its struggling offense.

engaged on the defensive
end. James will pass Ka-
reem-Abdul Jabbar for the
most minutes played in
NBA history sometime this
month; he’s 115 behind the
Lakerslegend.

And ifthe Lakers want to
play a style that one of their
best players doesn’t want to
play — or can’t — well, that’s
anissue.

Sign No. 2: The
defense

Doyou know what’s a
bad sign for the Lakers?
That the team has placed an
increased emphasis onits
awful defense over the last
two weeks only to watch its
offense crater.

Thelikelihood that the
Lakers can be a good defen-
sive team without it being
something the coaches have
to emphasize every night is
not great. The team just
doesn’t have the kind of
necessary defensive fire-
power to naturally smother
opponents the way, say,
Orlando or Oklahoma City
or (the sure-to-be Lakers
kryptonite) Houston can.

After theloss to Minne-
sota, Dalton Knecht was
asked about the offensive
woes and wisely pointed to
the team needing to get
stops and get in transition.
But here’s the thing: The
Lakers have been getting
stops over the last week, and
they still can’t put the ballin

the basket.

There have been encour-
aging signs — maybe the
biggest being Rui
Hachimura competingina
variety of matchups, includ-
ing on Edwards, and consis-
tent, confident defensive
performances from Max
Christie — but the issues are
theissues.

The Lakers are small in
the backcourt. They’re bad
in transition, in part, be-
cause Davis and James
often are way behind plays
after they attack the basket.
And theylack real physical
punch — a problem so se-
vere the Lakers have given
French bulldozer Armel
Traore alook in theirlast
two games.

Sign No. 3: Their
toughness

Ifthere’s acommon
denominatorin the teams
that have given the Lakers
the most trouble, it’s having
physical perimeter defend-
ers and big men not afraid
to deliver some punishment
around the rim.

Teams can overcome
these deficiencies — they
usually do it with shooting.
But when they’re at their
best, the Lakers tend to
bully smaller, less-physical
teams.

Soifthe Lakers aren’t
physical enough to fight
with the strongest and
toughest, and that’s their
biggest strength, well, that

would limit the team’s ceil-
ing.

Again, there have been
gainsin this area with the
Lakers making it a priority,
but it has come at some cost
on the offensive end. Most
people who know the Lakers
know they’re not the phys-
ically toughest. And, if we
look at what has happened
inthelast week or so, their
mental toughness can be
questioned.

They coughed up the
game to Orlando because of
missed free throws — cer-
tainly a mental lapse. They
collapsed in the second half
when things got tough
against Denver, a sign that
the Nuggets have a signifi-
cant mental edge. They
were blown out in Phoenix,
failed to execute late against
Oklahoma City and couldn’t
avoid being overcome with
frustration at Minnesota.

After the Lakers
“stopped playing” in the
second half against Denver,
Redick wrote it offas an
isolated moment. In a giant
red flag Monday, Redick
said maybe he was wrong.

“Isaid that that was an
aberration. I said that tothe
group. I said that to you
guys,” he told the media
afterlosing to Minnesota.
“It’s looking more and more
like it’s not an aberration.”

Sign No. 4: No way
out

Sowhat istheretodo?

Bad news for Lakers fans
hungry for the team to act
fast — theissues that al-
ways have existed for the
Lakers and the trade mar-
ket still exist for them on the
trade market.

Prices this earlyin the
season are high for any
player who would make an
obvious difference, and the
Lakers don’t have the play-
ers or the draft picks to
make an overpay. That was
truelast year;it’s true today.

The team’s needs — size,
two-way players, shooting
— also could be described as
“awhole bunch of stuff,”
which presents its own
problems when it comes to
cost-benefit analysis of
putting assets into play.

Ifthere’s hope, it comes
from the fact that although
everything written above is
true, the Lakers still are
above .500, still capable of
beating almost anyone and
still a team getting comfort-
able with new offensive and
defensive identities.

There’s probably no easy
fix, which would be real
reason to panicifthe Lakers
were more than halfway
through the season. Butit’s
still relatively early and
maybe the answers can
come from within — at least
one or two of them.
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CORONA Centennial quarterback Husan Longstreet will be the centerpiece of the Trojans’ recruiting class.

Out-of-state exodus takes a toll

USC has had players
decommit, but plenty
of big-name recruits
are still available.

BY RYAN KARTJE

The exodus that has de-
fined this cycle for USC
started almost six months
ahead of Wednesday’s early
signing day, just as USC’s re-
cruiting efforts were rolling
and its 2025 class had
climbed into the top five.

Lincoln Riley and his
USC staff had set out over
the last year to stake their
claim outside the bounds of
Southern California, an ap-
proach far removed from
that of his predecessors.
Heading into the summer,
the Trojans’ out-of-state
pursuits appeared to be
humming along. Three five-
star prospects, all from the
state of Georgia, had com-
mitted to play at USC. A
flood of other commits from
the Southeast followed.

The Trojans looked, as of
early June, to be headed in
an elite direction on the re-
cruiting trail, marching
toward the sort of rarefied
air that recently had eluded
Riley. Then, the two crown
jewels of that group — defen-
sive linemen Justus Terry
and Isaiah Gibson, each
top-10 prospects from the
Peach State — pulled their
commitments. Over the
course of 24 hours, the chal-
lenges of keeping such a far-
reaching classintact had be-
come painfully clear.

Since June, USC has lost
10 commitments from its
class, nine of whom were
out-of-state prospects and

five of whom were ranked in
the top 100. In total, 13 com-
mits turned away from their
pledge to the Trojans during
this recruiting cycle, among
the most of any program in

the country.
According to the 247
Sports site’s rankings,

USC’s group of decommit-
ments actually would out-
rank its current class, which
sits in 16th place nationally.

That’s not to suggest
USC, fresh off its frustrating
6-6 finish to the season, is
stumbling its way into the
early signing window. The
top quarterback in the state,
Corona Centennial five-star
Husan Longstreet, will be
the centerpiece of a class
that also includes two
top-150 offensive tackles and
could add two top-50 de-
fenders this week.

That presumably will be
enough for its class to finish
fourth or fifth in the Big Ten.
But even as USC aims to fin-
ish strong Wednesday, it’s
hard not to wonder what
might have been with a dif-
ferent approach.

“The strategy works if
you can hold on to them,”
said Brandon Huffman, the
national recruiting editor for
247 Sports. “But ifit starts to
backfire and you start tolose
those players to programs in
their own regional footprint,
it makes you wonder if this is
the right and the most
sound strategy. You're beat-
ing the heavyweights to get
them. But now you have to
hold those heavyweights
off.”

It also has meant paying
less attention to the best
prospects in your own
backyard. Ahead of signing
day, USC had just one com-
mit (Longstreet) ranked

among the top 12 prospects
in the state. Another —
JSerra linebacker Madden
Faraimo, the sixth-ranked
playerin the state and No. 61
overall player in the class —
was rumored this week to be
trending toward the Tro-
jans.

Even if Faraimo signs, it
won’t change the fact that
other programs have far out-
performed USC in its own
territory. Alabama has three
commits ranked in the top
seven in California, and
Texas A&M and Penn State
would have the same num-
ber of top-12 signees in the
stateas USC.

Meanwhile, 15% of USC’s
offers in the 2025 cycle went
east to the state of Georgia,
where Georgia coach Kirby
Smart successfully stiff-
armed Riley and his staff, se-
curing commitments from
six of the top seven recruits
inthe state.

The Big Ten’s other pow-
ers also are primed to lock
down their own state’s top
prospects on signing day.
Michigan has three of the
top five commits in its home
state, and Ohio State has
three of the top five in Ohio.

Last month, as coaches
whispered about USC’s ab-
sence in the region, Riley as-
sured anyone who would lis-
ten that the state was “pri-
ority No. 1.”

“That’s not going to
change,” Riley said.

Outside of Faraimo,
though, the one prospect
most capable of altering the
outlook of USC’s class on
signing day is a defensive
lineman from Louisiana.

Jahkeem Stewart is the
type of freakish five-star tal-
ent who could totally trans-
form a defense. He’s also

likely to cost seven figures
per year as part of a massive
name, image and likeness
package. But the 17-year-old
from Edna Karr High in New
Orleans has played just 12
varsity football games and
hasn’t played since reclassi-
fying from the 2026 recruit-
ingclass.

“His upside makes him a
kind of unicorn,” Huffman
said. “But he just doesn’t
have the reps.”

Stewart will choose be-
tween Louisiana State, Ohio
State, Oregon and USC, but
none is as desperate for his
services as USC. He would
give the Trojans a marquee
signing along the defensive
front, where they have zero
edgerushers committed and
justthree defensive linemen,
none of whom are ranked in
the top 250.

“They’re always, you
could argue, one of the
toughest, if not the toughest
position to recruit,” Riley
said.

“Because there’s not
many great ones, and
they’re typically in high de-
mand.”

Demands have shifted
significantly over the course
of this particular recruiting
cycle, with an earlier signing
period and revenue-sharing
on the horizon.

That has made for more
volatility than usual, said
Riley, whose own class has
been particularly unwieldy.

“You're seeing it happen
all over the country,” Riley
said.

“We're going to stay
steady, stay the course.

“We know the kind of peo-
ple and players we want to
bring in here, and that’s
what we’re going to keep do-
ing.”

Bruins try to keep 25 class intact

At early signing day,

UCLA’s group of 2025
recruits ranked 35th in
nation, llth in Big Ten.

By BEN BoLCcH

Kuron Jabari Jr. was the
original believer.

Back in early March, be-
fore DeShaun Foster had
concocted his first spring
practice plan or devised a
tentative depth chart,
Jabari became the first high
school prospect to give the
new UCLA coach a verbal
commitment.

The cornerback from Co-
rona Centennial was drawn
by a budding culture rooted
in what Foster had done
when he starred for the Bru-
ins more than two decades
earlier.

“He’sagreat,” Jabarisaid
last weekend while standing
on the Rose Bowl sideline
before UCLA’s 20-13 victory
over Fresno State, “so he
knows what it takes to be
great.”

As the early signing pe-
riod for high school players
arrives Wednesday, Fosteris
about to get a much better
sense of who else is with him.

The likely departures of
running back T.J. Harden
and quarterback Justyn
Martin through the transfer
portal after they were ex-
pected to be major contrib-
utors essentially planted a
massive “Help wanted” sign
outside the Bruins’ practice
facility.

While most replacements
for the team’s 14 departed
starters (and counting) will
come from the transfer por-
tal and the current roster, a
few also be could found in a
recruiting class that Foster
and his stafflargely salvaged
after their hiring in Febru-
ary.

Ifall goes well, the biggest
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ST. JOHN BOSCO edge rusher Epi Sitanilei (40)
was believed to be weighing UCLA and Ohio State.

save would come Wednes-
day.

Epi Sitanilei, a four-star
edge rusher from St. John
Bosco who is the highest-
rated prospect among the 18
high school players verbally
committed to UCLA, visited
Ohio State last weekend and
is believed to be strongly
considering the Buckeyes.

Of course, Ohio State
didn’t help its cause by los-
ing the rivalry game to Mich-
igan and having a postgame
melee break out on its home
field.

“For UCLA, if he was go-
ing to go to a game, that was
probably the game to go to,”
said Greg Biggins, anational
recruiting analyst for
247Sports, “but I still think
Ohio State is a tough place
tosaynoto.”

Keeping Sitanilei would
preserve the headliner in a
recruiting class that’s heavy
on edge rushers and in-
cludes a quartet of four-star
prospects in  Sitanilei,

quarterback Madden Ia-
maleava (Long Beach Poly),
edge rusher Cole Cogshell
(Muir) and running back
Karson Cox (Oak Hills).

As currently construc-
ted, the class is ranked No.
35 nationally by 247Sports
and No. 11 among the 18 Big
Ten teams.

“It doesn’t have the star
power at the top of the board
that gets a lot of people ex-
cited, but it’s got some qual-
ity depth at key positions,
namely edge,” Biggins said.
“All the guys they got are
pretty solid with some up-
side.”

There could be two late
additions to the class.
LaRue Zamorano, a three-
star cornerback from Co-
rona Centennial, decommit-
ted from Michigan State as
part of a possible move to
Westwood. Demetrice Mar-
tin, the Spartans defensive
backs coach who was a big
part of Zamorano’s commit-
ment, could bring the

prospect with him to UCLA
as part of Martin’s expected
return to the school as an as-
sistant coach working with
the secondary.

UCLA also is expected to
be the leader for Lucien Hol-
land after the three-star
edge rusher from Inglewood
High decommitted from
Boise State this week.

Biggins listed Sitanilei,
Cogshell and Cox as candi-
dates to play as freshmen.
Harden’s presumed depar-
ture means there should be
plenty of carries available for
therunning backs, including
Cox.

“He’s a tough Kkid, runs
well, super instinctive and a
natural athlete,” Biggins
said of Cox. “He’s kind of
what you call a box-checker
— he checks everything you
want to see in a running
back.”

Foster has said he
wanted to get UCLA’s high
school recruiting rolling like
it was back when he played
for the Bruins and they vied
forthetop classinthenation
every year. UCLA’s 2026
class, which includes four
players in its infancy, is ran-
ked No. 14 nationally by
247Sports.

“Once we can get some
more talent, we have a
chance to be top-five,” said
Foster, who has emphasized
the need to keep the best
California players home in-
stead oflosing them to other
schools in the Big Ten and
Southeastern conferences.
“We want to show how re-
cruiting is gonna go around
here in the future.”

Jabari said he’s part of a
text group chat with several
fellow recruits in the 2025
class, everyone eager to help
Foster and the Bruins build
on winning four of their last
six games this season.

“Every time after a big
win,” Jabari said, “we go in
the group chat and get
hyped.”

THE DAY IN SPORTS

U.S.1s awinner 1n
Naeher’s last match

WIRE REPORTS

Alyssa Naeher ended her
national team career with
one last win.

The stalwart goalkeeper
made two critical saves in
her final match for the
United States, and the
Americans beat the Nether-
lands 2-1 on Tuesday.

Lynn Williams scored
the go-ahead goal in the 71st
minute for the U.S., which
won its fifth Olympic gold
medal in France this sum-
mer and wrapped up the
year on a 20-game unbeaten
streak.

Naeher announced two
weeks ago that the Europe-
an exhibitions would be her
final matches. The 36-year-
old goalkeeper played in 115
games for the U.S., with 11
starts, 89 wins and 69 shut-
outs. She’s the only U.S.
keeper with shutoutsinboth
a World Cup and an Olympic
final. She was in goal when
the U.S. defeated the
Netherlands 2-0 in the 2019
Women’s World Cup final.

“I feel like in my heart I
would love to keep going. In
my head, in my body and
mind, I feel like it’s the right
time,” Naeher said. “And I
think it’s the right time with
this team as well as it builds
towards the future and
towards 2027. This environ-
ment, this team is an incred-
ible team to be a part of, but
it’salsoreally hard and really
challenging in a lot of ways
as well. I feel like I've given
everything I have to give for
this team and that’s why I
feel at peace with that.”

The U.S.isunbeatenin 15
matches under coach
Emma Hayes, who took
overin May.

Southland native Nick
Rimando, who starred at
UCLA and had a 20-year
MLS career, was elected to
the U.S. National Soccer
Hall of Fame with former
Galaxy player Chris Armas
and U.S. women’s stars Carli
Lloyd and Mary Harvey.
They’ll be inducted May 3.

ETC.
Alabama’s hopes
up, Miami down

Miami’s playoff hopes
took a potentially fatal nose-
dive while Alabama’s got a
boost inthelast rankings be-
fore the 12-team College
Football Playoff bracket is
set next weekend.

The Hurricanes (10-2)
moved down six spots to No.
12, the first team out of the
projected bracket after suf-
fering their second loss.
They are one spot behind
the Crimson Tide (9-3), who
won last week and moved up
two spots to No. 11, where
they are projected asthelast
team in. Oregon stayed at
No. 1 for the fifth straight
week and will head into Sat-
urday’s Big Ten title game as
the only undefeated team.

Michigan fired offensive
coordinator Kirk Campbell,
three days after the Wolver-
ines closed the regular sea-
son with a 13-10 upset win
over Ohio State. ... San José
State is headed back to the
Hawaii Bowl for a second
straight season to face
South Florida.

Houston Texans line-
backer Azeez Al-Shaair was
suspended for three games
for repeated violations of
player safety rules following
his violent hit to the head of
Jacksonville’s Trevor
Lawrence, which led to a
concussion. Al-Shaair is ap-
pealing the suspension, the
Associated Press reported.
... Prolific receiver Sterling

NFL STANDINGS
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
West W L T Pct. PF PA
Seattle 7 5 0 .583 272 265
Arizona 6 6 0 .500 266 259
RAMS 6 6 0 .500 254 290
San Francisco 5 7 0 417 270 295
North W L T Pct. PF PA
Detroit 1 1 0 .917 383 203
Minnesota 10 2 0 .833 297 219
Green Bay 9 3 0 .750 318 240
Chicago 4 8 0 .333 241 240
South W L T Pct. PF PA
Atlanta 6 6 0 .500 257 291
Tampa Bay 6 6 0 .500 335 296
New Orleans 4 8 0 .333 276 281
Carolina 3 9 0 .250 217 366
East W L T Pct. PF PA
Philadelphia 10 2 0 .833 320 218
Washington 8 5 0 .615 376 296
Dallas 5 7 0 417 248 339
e-N.Y. Giants 2 10 0 .167 183 279
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

West W L T Pct. PF PA
xKansasCity 11 1 0 917 289 235
CHARGERS 8 4 0 .667 260 188
Denver 8 5 0 .615 305 234
e-Las Vegas 2 10 0 .167 223 333
North W L T Pct. PF PA
Pittsburgh 9 3 0 .750 296 224
Baltimore 8 5 0 .615 383 318
Cincinnati 4 8 0 .333 335 340
Cleveland 3 9 0 .250 218 308
South W L T Pct. PF PA
Houston 8 5 0 .615 308 288
Indianapolis 6 7 0 .462 267 298
Tennessee 3 9 0 .250 221 332
Jacksonville 2 10 0 .167 228 339
East W L T Pct. PF PA
y-Buffalo 10 2 0 .833 355 224
Miami 5 7 0 417 232 266
N.Y. Jets 3 9 0 .250 225 268
e-New England 3 10 0 .231 221 307

y-clinched division
x-clinched playoff spot
e-eliminated from playoff contention

THURSDAY'S RESULTS

Detroit 23, Chicago 20
Dallas 27, N.Y. Giants 20
Green Bay 30, Miami 17

FRIDAY'S RESULT
Kansas City 19, Las Vegas 17
SUNDAY’S RESULTS

RAMS 21, New Orleans 14
CHARGERS 17, Atlanta 13
Houston 23, Jacksonville 20
Indianapolis 25, New England 24
Minnesota 23, Arizona 22
Pittsburgh 44, Cincinnati 38
Seattle 26, N.Y. Jets 21
Washington 42, Tennessee 19
Philadelphia 24, Baltimore 19
Tampa Bay 26, Carolina 23
Buffalo 35, San Francisco 10

MONDAY’S RESULT

Denver 41, Cleveland 32
THURSDAY'S GAME

Green Bay at Detroit, 5:15 p.m.
SUNDAY’S GAMES

Buffalo at RAMS, 1:25 p.m.
CHARGERS at Kansas City, 5:20 p.m.
Atlanta at Minnesota, 10 a.m.
Carolina at Philadelphia, 10 a.m
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 10 a.m
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 10 a.m
Las Vegas at Tampa Bay, 10 a.m.

N.Y. Jets at Miami, 10 a.m.

New Orleans at N.Y. Giants, 10 a.m.
Seattle at Arizona, 1:05 p.m.
Chicago at San Francisco, 1:25 p.m.
Open: Baltimore, Denver, Houston, Indianapolis, New
England, Washington

MONDAY'S GAME
Cincinnati at Dallas, 5:15 p.m.

Sharpe and Super Bowl-
winning coach Mike Holm-
gren advanced to the final
stage of voting for the 2025
Pro Football Hall of Fame
class. ... In Monday night’s
game, Ja’Quan McMillian
returned an interception 44
yards for a game-sealing
touchdown with 1:48 left, the
second pick-six of the game
committed by Jameis Win-
ston, and Denver beat
Cleveland 41-32. Winston
threw for a franchise-record
497 yards and four touch-
downs and Jerry Jeudy had
nine catches for 235 yards —
the most in history by a re-
ceiver against his former
team — and a touchdown.

The Boston Red Sox
agreed with left-handed re-
liever Aroldis Chapmanona
one-year contract worth
$10.75 million, APreported....
Catcher Kyle Higashioka
signed a $13.5-million, two-
year contract with Texas.

Daniel Dubois will make
his second heavyweight title
defense against Joseph
Parker on Feb. 22 in Saudi
Arabia on the undercard of
the rematch between light-

heavyweight champion
Artur Beterbiev and
Dmitry Bivol.

Neale Fraser, who won
three Grand Slam singles ti-
tles and guided Australia to
four Davis Cup titles during
a24-year career as team cap-
tain, died at 91

Ski great Marcel Hirsch-
er’s comeback season after
five years away is over after
the Austrian star tore the
anterior cruciate ligament in
his left knee.

PETER DEJONG Associated Press
ALYSSA NAEHER makes a save before teammate
Emily Sonnett and Netherlands’ Lineth Beerensteyn.
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THE FIVE-YEAR deal left-hander Blake Snell signed with the Dodgers as a free agent is worth $182 million.

Team flexes its financial muscle

[Dodgers, from B10]
getting together and talking
about ways we could put
ourselves in the best posi-
tion to win a World Series in
2025,” Friedman said, “all
conversations kept coming
back to Blake.”

Afirst-round draft pick of
the Tampa Bay Rays in 2011
(back when Friedman was
still running the Rays’ front
office), Snell burst onto the
scene in his third MLB sea-
son in 2018, when he won his
first Cy Young Award with
an AL-leading 21 wins and
189 ERA.

Heplayed akeyroleinthe
Rays’ run to the 2020 World
Series too, following up a 4-2
record and 3.24 ERA in the
pandemic-shortened regu-
lar season with a 3.03 ERA
over six postseason starts —
the last of which came in
Game 6 of that year’s Fall
Classic, when Snell was infa-
mously removed early by
Rays manager Kevin Cashin
the Dodgers’ come-from-be-
hind, title-clinching win.

The knocks against Snell
over the years have revolved
around his durability and
consistency.

The Seattle native had
ERAs above 4.00 in 2019
(when he missed time to
have loose bodies removed
from his elbow) and 2021 (af-
ter being traded to the San
Diego Padres).

He missed more time in
2022 because of an adductor
injury, before returning to
form late in the year to help
the Padres get past the Dod-
gers in the National League
Division Series (he was the
victorious pitcher in a piv-
otal Game 3 of that series).

And even though he
claimed the Cy Young again
in 2023, going 14-9 with a 2.25
ERA to become just the sev-
enth pitcherin history towin
the award in both leagues,
his market as a free agent
last winter never developed
as he hoped, forcing him to
settle for a two-year, $62-mil-
lion deal with the San Fran-
cisco Giants shortly before
opening day.

The Dodgers made a late
play for Snell in the spring
but failed to top their divi-
sionrival’s bid.

Now, however, he has ar-
rived in Los Angeles looking
like a missing piece in the
Dodgers’ repeat plans, help-
ingnullify the one significant
limitation the team faced as
it rode a patchwork pitching
staff to a World Series.

Despite a bumpy start to
2024 that was affected by his
late signing and abnormal
preseason, Snell reaffirmed

ASHLEY LANDIS Associated Press

IPPEI MIZUHARA, left, former interpreter for Shohei Ohtani, right, is set to be
sentenced Jan. 24 in federal court after pleading guilty to bank and tax fraud.

Ohtani to get his baseball cards

Former interpreter is
alleged to have spent

$325,000 of Dodgers
star’s money on items.

By STEVE HENSON

Ippei Mizuhara’s fleecing
of Shohei Ohtani was
straightforward for the most
part. Ohtani’s former inter-
preter and presumed friend
had access to a bank ac-
count full of Ohtani’s money,
and he simply wrote checks
and withdrew cash whenev-
erhe made bets or needed to
pay gambling debts.

Mizuhara pleaded guilty
to bank and tax fraud in
June and was ordered to pay
full restitution to his victims,
which includes $16,975,010 to
Ohtani, and $1,149,400 to the
IRS. He is scheduled to be
sentenced Jan. 24 in federal
court.

But apparently Mizuha-
ra found other ways to steal
from Ohtani while the two-
way baseball star played for

the Angels and after he
signed with the Dodgers in
December 2023. On one oc-
casion Mizuhara needed
$60,000 worth of dental
work, and Ohtani approved
payment from a business ac-
count, according to prose-
cutors. Mizuhara, however,
deposited the money into his
personal bank account and
paid the dentist from the
Ohtani account he illegally
controlled.

And shortly after Ohtani
signed with the Dodgers,
Mizuhara purchased
$325,000 worth of baseball
cards that he apparently
hoped would increase in val-
ue now that his boss was
wearing blue. Some of the
collectible cards were signed
and Mizuhara purchased
them from online resellers
EBay and Whatnot, accord-
ing to court documents.

The cards were seized
from Mizuhara, and Ohtani
had a hearing scheduled for
Dec. 20 in the U.S. District
Court for the Central Dis-
trict of California to recover
them.

The hearing is no longer
necessary because prose-
cutors said in a court filing
Monday that the cards
would be given to Ohtani

when Mizuhara is sen-
tenced.
“Ohtaniholds avalid pre-

existing interest in Forfeit-
able Property as title to the
Forfeitable Property was
vested in Ohtani at the time
ofthe commission ofthe acts
which give rise to the forfei-
ture,” the government wrote
in the filing.

Mizuhara’s “insatiable
appetite for illegal sports
betting,” as federal prose-
cutor E. Martin Estrada de-
scribed it, will result in a
lengthy prison sentence and
almost certain deportation
to Japan, Mizuhara’s coun-
try of birth.

Mizuhara pretended to
be Ohtani in calls from his
phone to bank employees
about the wire transfers, ac-
cording to a 36-page com-
plaint filed in April, and used
biographical details from
Ohtani’s life to pass security
challenges.

his status as a front-line ace
with a blistering finish to the
year, going 5-0 with an MLB-
best 123 ERA afterreturning
from a groin strain in early
July.

And though he has still
surpassed 130 innings only
twice in his career (he eclips-
ed 180 frames in both of his
Cy Young seasons), he prob-
ably won’t be asked to shoul-
der a burdensome workload
with the Dodgers, who will
probably deploy a six-man

rotation next year as Shohei
Ohtani, Tyler Glasnow,
Dustin May, Tony Gonsolin
and Clayton Kershaw (who
still intends to re-sign in Los
Angeles) all return from in-
juries.

What Snell does give the
Dodgers is even more valu-
able: another high-caliber
weapon to rely upon in a po-
tential postseason rotation.
More proven insurance in
case their pitching staff is
ravaged by injuries again.

And another signal that,
even after committing close
to $1.5 billion in signings last
offseason and carrying a
$350-million payroll (for
competitive balance tax
purposes) this past season,
they possess the resources
needed to keep their cham-
pionship window wide open.

“This is where you want
to play,” Snell said. “I don’t
think there’s a better situa-
tion than what you can be in
right here.”

PRO CALENDAR

WED THU FRI SAT SUN
4 5 6 7 8
BUFFALO
1:25
Ch. 11
at
Kansas City
5:20
Ch.4,
Peacock
at Miami at AFIanta PORTLAND
4:30 4:30 6:30
SpecSN, SpecSN, SpecSN
NBATV NBATV
=% |MINNESOTA HOUSTON
‘§§ 7:30 6
4 Ch. 5, NBATV FDSC
CLIPPERS
_ T % DALLAS MINNESOTA
&P 7 5
TNT, Max Ch.9
VEGAS MINNESOTA
7 7
Ch. 13, Ch. 13,
Victory+ Victory+
NEW YORK#
1
Ch. 11,
Apple TV+
Shade denotes home game #MLS Cup
TODAY ON THE AIR
TIME |EVENT ONTHEAIR
BASKETBALL
4:30 p.m. Lakers at Miami TV: SpecSN, NBA
R: 710, 1330
7:30 p.m. Minnesota at Clippers TV:5,NBAR: 570,
1330
COLLEGE BASKETBALL: MEN
3:30 p.m. Baylor at Connecticut TV:FS1
3:30 p.m. Florida Atlantic at Florida International TV: CBSSN
3:30 p.m. Ohio State at Maryland TV:BigTen
4:15p.m. Alabama at North Carolina TV: ESPN
4:15p.m. Virginia at Florida TV: ESPN2
5:30 p.m. Kansas at Creighton TV:FS1
5:30 p.m. Michigan State at Minnesota TV: BigTen
5:30 p.m. New Jersey Institute of Technology at Seton Hall  |TV: CBSSN
6p.m. Life Pacific at Pepperdine TV: ESPN+
6:15 p.m. Auburn at Duke TV: ESPN
6:15 p.m. Pittsburgh at Mississippi State TV: SEC
6:15 p.m. Texas at North Carolina State TV: ESPN2
6:15 p.m. DePaul at Texas Tech TV: ESPNU
6:15p.m. Vanderbilt at Virginia Tech TV: ACC
7:30 p.m. Oregon at USC TV:BigTen
7:30 p.m. San Diego State at Fresno State TV:FS1
COLLEGE BASKETBALL: WOMEN
2p.m. Oklahoma at Louisville TV: ESPN2
2p.m. Vanderbilt at Miami TV: ACC
2p.m. Virginia Tech at Georgia TV: SEC
4:15p.m. Syracuse at Texas A&M TV: ESPNU
4:15p.m. Florida State at Tennessee TV: SEC
4:15p.m. Mississippi State at Georgia Tech TV: ACC
6 p.m. Life Pacific at Loyola Marymount TV: ESPN+
GOLF
1a.m. (Thurs.) [World Tour, Nedbank Golf Challenge, firstround  |TV: Golf
6:30 a.m. Asian Tour, Saudi International, second round TV: Golf
(Thurs.)
HOCKEY: AHL
4p.m. IRockford at Lehigh Valley TV: NHL
HOCKEY: NHL
4:30 p.m. Boston at Chicago TV: TNT, Max
7p.m. Dallas at Kings TV: TNT, Max
R: ESPNLA stream
7p.m. Vegas at Ducks TV: 13, Victory+
R: Ducks stream
SOCCER
9a.m. German Cup, Cologne vs. Hertha TV: ESPN+
9a.m. German Cup, Wolfsburg vs. Hoffenheim TV: ESPN+
11:30 a.m. England, Southampton vs. Chelsea TV: Peacock
11:30a.m. England, Newcastle vs. Liverpool TV: Peacock
11:30 a.m. England, Manchester City vs. Nottingham Forest  {TV: Peacock
11:30a.m. England, Everton vs. Wolverhampton TV: Peacock
11:45a.m. German Cup, Leipzig vs. Frankfurt TV: ESPN+
11:45a.m. German Cup, Karlsruher vs. Augsburg TV: ESPN+
Noon Coppa ltalia, Fiorentina vs. Empoli TV: Paramount+
Noon Scotland, Aberdeen vs. Celtic TV: CBSSN
Noon Spain, Athletic Club vs. Real Madrid TV: ESPN+, ESPND
12:15 p.m. England, Aston vs. Brentford TV: USA, Peacock
12:15p.m. England, Arsenal vs. Manchester United TV: Peacock
TENNIS
4p.m. |The Garden Cup |TV: Tennis
SPORTS EXTRA

For late coverage of Rams, Chargers, Lakers
and Clippers games and more, see our daily
digital eNewspaper. Subscribers get free

access to an exclusive “Sports Extra.” View it on your
phone, tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.

Galaxy’s attack will look different without injured Puig in final

[Galaxy, from B10]
coach Greg Vanney, who was
guarded in how he might al-
ter his lineup in Puig’s ab-
sence Saturday. When Puig
was unavailable during the
regular season, Vanney used
Marco Reus and Diego
Fagundez in his place. But
Reus is dealing with a nag-
ging groin issue and Fagun-
dez hasn’t started a game or
played more than 17 minutes
in one since mid-September.
Other options include Del-
gado and Gaston Brugman.

“It’s going to be a differ-
ent type of player than
Riqui,” Vanney said. “Marco,
we’ll see how his health is as
the week progresses. Diego
gives us a little bit of the op-
tion that we saw before. I
also look at the Red Bulls
[and] see them as a little bit
of a unique competitor be-
cause of their pressing.

“We’re working through,
talking through the right
personnel to try to approach
the game.”

The Red Bulls, 11-14-9 in

the regular season, finished
seventh in the Eastern Con-
ference table but went on a
run in the playoffs, sweeping
the defending MLS champi-
on Columbus Crew in the
best-of-three first round,
then shutting out New York
City and Orlando City in
elimination games to be-
come the lowest-seeded
team ever to reach the Cup
final.

The Red Bulls, who won
just two of their final 14 regu-
lar-season games dating to
June 22, have given up only
two goals in the postseason,
with goalkeeper Carlos Cor-
onel pitching three shutouts
and making 19 saves.

The only team to finish
the regular season with a
losing record before winning
theleaguetitle was Real Salt
Lake (11I12-7), which beat the
Galaxy on penalty kicks in
2009. The Red Bulls, an origi-
nal MLS team, never have
wonthe MLS Cup, losing the
only final in which they
played in 2008. That game

also was played in Carson.

Improving their chances
inthisoneisthe fact that the
Galaxy won’t have Puig, who
scored a career-high 13 goals
and had a team-high 15 as-
sists in the regular season,
the 28 goal contributions in
29 games ranking 10th in
MLS. He also led the league
in touches and passes, mak-
ing him the motor of the only
team in MLS history to have
four players finish with 10 or
more goals.

And he was even betterin
the playoffs, scoring four
goals and getting three as-
sists, contributing to the
scoring in all four Galaxy
wins. Including playoffs,
Puig has had a goal or assist
in 12 of hislast 15 MLS games
dating to mid-July.

The Galaxy had a win-
ning record in the five MLS
games Puig missed this sea-
son, going 3-1-1, but the team
averaged just 1.6 goals in
those five games as opposed
to0 2.33 when Puig played.

Puig torn the ligament in

his left knee early in the sec-
ond half of Saturday’s con-
ference final on a noncon-

tact play.
In the 60th minute, Seat-
tle’s Cristian Roldan

brought Puig down with a
heavy tackle just outside the
Sounders’ penalty area,
drawing a yellow card and
leaving Puig writhing on the
ground and clutchinghisleft
knee. Puig eventually made
his way to the Galaxy bench,
where he was briefly at-
tended to by trainer Cesar
Roldan, Cristian’s brother.

But three minutes after
the Roldan tackle, while rac-
ing Seattle’s Pedro de la
Vega for a loose ball, Puig’s
left leg gave way and he went
down untouched. That was
when the injury occurred al-
though Puig played on, set-
ting up Dejan Joveljic’s
game-winning goal in the
85th minute.

“It was a pretty straight-
forward ACL tear,” Vanney
said. “I think, given the mo-
ment, the adrenaline, the

competitor inside of him, I
don’t know if he completely
knew that.

“He felt like his knee was
alittle unstable, he felt some
clicking. But he didn’t neces-
sarily hear or feel like a pop,
which sometimes is an indi-
cation. I actually didn’t even
know that he had a knee is-
sue.”

It was obvious Puig was
ailing; late in the game, after
planting on his left leg to
take a shot, he limped away,
flexing the knee. After the fi-
nal whistle, the seriousness
of the injury became appar-
ent and a tearful Puig ges-
tured to his parents to come
out of the stands and join
him on the field, where they
tried to console him. Vanney
also embraced and com-
forted Puig, who was then
wearing a towel over his
head.

“Emotionally, he’s devas-
tated,” Vanney said. “This is
what he came here for, to be
in this game and to win a
championship. That’s what

he’s been driven and moti-
vated by.”

Vanney has some experi-
ence with devastating in-
juries. He was named to the
U.S. World Cup team in 2002
but missed the tournament
after being injured in one of
the final warmup games.

“I understand a little bit
the devastation that comes
withit,and I hopetotrytobe
a resource for him,” Vanney
said. “But it’s going to be
hard for him. I can already
see that the messages he
sent the group, so he’s there,
and the group’s going to
want to fight for him. Be-
cause he’s certainly helped
usto get here.”

Puig, 25, an MLS All-Star,
was named to the league’s
postseason Best XI on Tues-
day.

He emerged as one of the
league’s most dynamic and
influential players after the
Galaxy paired him with
speedy wingers Joseph
Paintsil and Gabriel Pec this
season.



s $$05 Angeles Gimes s

SPORTS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4,2024 : LATIMES.COM/SPORTS

Photographs by WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times

THE DODGERS’ newest starting pitcher, two-time Cy Young Award winner Blake Snell, said of the franchise: “This is where you want to play.”

[..A.’s latest big-budget premiere

The deep-pocketed
Dodgers introduce
another elite ace in

left-hander Snell

By JACK HARRIS

In the right-field Stadium Club at
Dodger Stadium on Tuesday after-
noon, where dozens of media mem-
bers gathered for yet another intro-
ductory news conference welcoming a
star player to the organization, the
Dodgers flexed their financial muscles
with businesslike handshakes and cel-
ebratory smiles.

President of baseball operations
Andrew Friedman and general man-
ager Brandon Gomes sat beside their
latest blockbuster acquisition, two-

agent, Scott Boras.

They watched the 31-year-old left-
hander, signed last week to a five-year,
$182-million contract, slip into a white
Dodgers jersey amid the flicker of
cameras.

And, barely a month after winning
the franchise’s second World Series in
the last five seasons (and first since
1988that cameinafull season and with
a championship parade), they put the
rest of the baseball world back on no-
tice.

Their pockets remain deep. Their
ambitions remain vast. And with the
chance to cement a dynasty now
thrust upon them, their willingness to
spend doesn’t appear to be waning.

In Snell, the Dodgers took their big-
gest weakness from this October’s
World Series run — a lack of reliable
starting pitching — and added an in-
stant potential fix, inking a veteran
southpaw who, forlong stretches ofhis
nine-year career, has been one of the

time Cy Young Award-winning pitcher = SNELL shakes hands with Dodgers executives Andrew Friedman, most dominant pitchersin the majors.
Blake Snell, and his powerhouse center, and Brandon Gomes at a news conference at Dodger Stadium. “As we were [See Dodgers, B9]

MLS CUP :GALAXY VS. NEW YORK

SATURDAY AT DIGNITY HEALTH SPORTS PARK | TV: CHANNEL 11, APPLE TV+,1P.M.

Not easy to

plug hole
left by Puig

Galaxy must adjust with
injured star out for final

By KEVIN BAXTER

In a team sport no player is irre-
placeable. But for the Galaxy, Riqui
Puig comes close.

Puig, the playmaker and leader of
one of the most potent attacks in
franchise history, will miss Sat-
urday’s MLS Cup final with the New
York Red Bulls at Dignity Health
Sports Park after tearing the anteri-
or cruciate ligament in his left knee in
last weekend’s Western Conference
final with Seattle. He will undergo
surgery soon and is expected to be
out until at least next summer.

And that leaves the Galaxy
searching for a replacement for their
most irreplaceable player.

“We’re definitely going to miss
Riqui,” midfielder Mark Delgado said
Tuesday. “Special player. He just
brings something completely differ-
ent that nobody can really bring.

“We just have to move forward.
The game stops for no one and we
just have to sort it out. And that’s

ETIENNE LAURENT Associated Press

Greg’sjob.” RIQUI PUIG, right, tore an ACL in the conference final. The Galaxy
Greg would be [See Galaxy, B9] averaged just 1.6 goals a game with him out of the lineup this season.

Bad signs mount
for wobbly Lakers

But James pointed out

Their record is above
500 after 21 games,
but their problems

won’t be easy to solve.

DAN WOIKE
ON THE LAKERS

MINNEAPOLIS — After
his team’s worst offensive
game since he joined the
Lakers in 2018, LeBron
James was asked how he’d
assess the season now that
the team had played more
than a quarter ofits games.

“Wouldn’t say I'll take it,”
he said of the Lakers’ 12-9
record. “I'll never want to
say that.”

some indisputable facts.
Yes, the team has an en-
tirely new coaching staff.
Yes, the team is running new
offensive and defensive
systems. Yes, players are
adjusting to new roles and
new players are being inte-
grated.

JJ Redick’s pregame
assessment of the first
quarter ofthe Lakers’ sea-
son as “uneven and incon-
sistent” is, honestly, prob-
ably to be expected.

So why do things feel so
awful?

Well, part of that is re-
cency bias. After scoring
only 80 points in alopsided
loss at Minnesota—ona

[See Lakers, B7]

ABBIE PARR Associated Press

LEBRON JAMES, looking toward Cam Reddish on
Monday night, is struggling from three-point range.

UCLA tries to keep its class intact

As early signing day arrives, the Bruins will get a
better idea of where they stand going into 2025. B8

Trojans hope to halt recruits’ exodus

USC and coach Lincoln Riley have had numerous
out-of-state players decommit in recent months. B8

Boxer ‘El Magnifico’ dies at 46

Israel Vazquez, a three-time champion from Mexico,
battled health issues after a grueling career. Bé



fLos Angeles Times

PORTS EXTRA

A TIMES E-NEWSPAPER EXCLUSIVE :: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2024

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

THE ALL-AROUND game of Sebastian Mack (12) stood out in front of a lively home crowd Tuesday night. The reserve had 16 points, five rebounds and three assists.

Mack sparks UCLA win in Big Ten debut

By BEN BoLCcH

Mack Attack. The Return of the
Mack. The Mack Strikes Back.

Every nickname fit Sebastian
Mack on Tuesday night, when the
UCLA guard came off the bench to
spark histeam every time it needed
a lift in its first-ever Big Ten Con-
ference game.

It wasn’t just Mack’s usual ar-
ray of drives toward the basket
that helped the Bruins hold off
Washington for a 69-58 victory at
Pauley Pavilion.

The sophomore also was a

steadying force with his rebound-
ing and defense. He finished with 16
points, five rebounds, three assists
and one steal as the Bruins (71)
won their sixth consecutive game
heading into a road showdown
against unbeaten Oregon on Sun-
day.

Mack’s three-pointer with
4 minutes 13 seconds left lifted
UCLA to an 1I-point lead, energiz-
ing the liveliest home crowd of the
season. Forward Tyler Bilodeau
contributed 16 points and nine re-
bounds and point guard Dylan An-
drews added 12 points for the Bru-
ins.

After Mick Cronin’s team beat
up on practically every nonconfer-
ence opponent, UCLA’s victories
coming by an average of 33 points,
the coach wanted to see ifthe same
favorable trends would hold up in
the Big Ten opener.

Could the Bruins still force
turnovers at an absurd rate?

Could they make scoring a
chore?

Could they win comfortably?

No, yes and yes.

UCLA forced only 12 turnovers
and made just 11 of 22 free throws
but prevailed thanks to its usual
suffocating defense that limited

Washington to 38.8% shooting.
Forward Great Osobor scored 14
points for the Huskies (6-2), who
made only three of 16 three-point-
ers (18.8%).

UCLA withstood a sloppy
stretch in which it went scoreless
for more than six minutes to hold a
29-24 halftime lead.

It looked like the Bruins might
give Washington the same sort of
flogging it handed its previous op-
ponents when backup center Aday
Mara made a putback to cap a 12-0
run that gave UCLA a 23-12 advan-
tage.

The 7-foot-3 Mara had been a

huge factor to that point, piling up
four points, three rebounds and
two blocks in only seven minutes
before picking up a second foul and
heading to the bench.

The Huskies countered with a
9-0 run fueled in part by UCLA
turnovers. Andrews was an espe-
cially egregious culprit, losing his
dribble for one turnover and failing
to get the ball inbounds within five
seconds for another.

UCLA was fortunate that Mack
went on the attack, repeatedly
driving to the basket and getting
fouled to help his team extend its
narrow cushion.

despite failing to
advance in NBA Cup

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The Clippers were eliminated
from NBA Cup contention during
Tuesday night’s game against the
Portland Trail Blazers at the Intuit
Dome.

The primary goal on this night,
however, was for the Clippers to
continue to compete at a high level
and play their smothering defense.

With Norman Powell scoring
with efficiency and James Harden
keeping up his offensive produc-
tion, the Clippers pulled off a 127-105
win over the Trail Blazers.

The Clippers have won eight of
their last 10 games with sustained
grit and by following the lead of
Powell and Harden.

Powell started strong, making
his first five shots en route to going
11 for 15 from the field and five for
seven from three-point range in a
30-point effort.

For Harden, it was another
milestone game. Finishing with 23
points, Harden has scored 26,399
points over his 16-year career,
pushing him past Paul Pierce for
17th on the NBA’s all-time scoring
list.

Harden also had seven assists
and made a three-pointer at the
end of the third quarter to cap his
scoring effort and give the Clippers
a 13-point lead.

The Clippers took controlin the

third quarter, holding the Trail
Blazers (8-14) to 20 points.

And they didn’t hold backinthe
fourth, building a 26-point lead.
They shot 55.3% from the field and
51.4% from three-point range in the
game.

The only bad news for the Clip-
pers was the loss of Terance Mann
to a left finger injury in the third
quarter.

The Clippers finished NBA Cup
play 2-2.

But with a 14-9 overall record,
the Clippers have kept their focus
on giving the right kind of effort in
every game.

“We just can’t get comfortable,”
Clippers coach Tyronn Lue said.
“Our goalis to be a top-five defense
into the season and we’re doing
that so we can’t let go of the rope
from doing that. And thenjust hav-
ing the right mindset every single
night.

“When we come in for walk-
throughs and shootarounds, we
have to take advantage of those
times because we haven’t had time
to practice all month, because we
play every day, or every other day.
S0, just locking in, being mentally
sharp, watching film, understand-
ing what we need to do, and I think
our guys have done a good job with
that sofar.”

The Clippers next play Wednes-
day when they host Minnesota.

—BRODERICK TURNER

MARK J. TERRILL Associated Press

DERRICK JONES JR. throws down a dunk over Trail Blazers guards Anfernee Simons, left, and
Shaedon Sharpe in the Clippers’ 127-105 win at Intuit Dome, their eighth victory in 10 games.

USC WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL

Watkins’ nine threes

set Trojans record

JuJu Watkins hit a school
record and career-high nine three-
pointers and scored 40 points as
No. 6 USC routed California Bap-
tist 94-52 at Galen Center.

The Trojans (7-1) earned their
third consecutive blowout victory
since losing to then-No. 6 Notre

Dame 74-61 on Saturday.

Watkins was nine of 11 to break
the previous school record of seven
threes. After making just one three
in the first quarter, she hit three in
a row in the second. The sopho-
more tied her career best with her
sixth three in the third and added
three more before she sat down
with 4:08 remaining in the game.

Kiki Iriafen added 18 points and
10 rebounds for the Trojans. Talia
von Oelhoffen had 14 points and six
assists and Rayah Marshall had 10
points and 10 rebounds.

Watkins and Iriafen have scored

in double figures in all eight games
so far. Tuesday’s game was
Watkins’ 16th with at least 30
points, with 14 of those coming last
year as a freshman.

The Trojans had a season-best
12 blocked shots with 20 assistsand
only nine turnovers.

Grace Schmidt has 12 points
and seven rebounds to lead the
Lancers (0-9), who are missing a
couple of key players because of in-
juries.

USCmakesits Big Ten debut on
Saturday when it visits Oregon.

—ASSOCIATED PRESS

latimes.com/sports

BONUS COVERAGE

Go to our website for takeaways from The Times’ staff on
your favorite home teams at latimes.com/sports.

THE SPORTS REPORT

Sign up for our daily sports newsletter at
latimes.com/newsletters/sports-report.
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JHARREL JEROME stars as one-legged high school and college champion wrestler Anthony Robles in “Unstoppable.”

GRAPPLING WITH
A TRUE STORY

Jharrel Jerome overcame delays to play one-legged wrestler Robles

By MicHAEL ORDONA

harrel Jerome was 22 and fresh off

an Emmy win as one of the Exoner-

ated Five in “When They See Us”

when a great role seemingly fell in

his lap — the lead in “Unstop-

pable.” It’s the story of Anthony Robles,

the wrestler who won a 2011 NCAA cham-

pionship despite being born with only

one leg. But the physical challenges

turned out to be just part of the obstacles
with which Jerome would grapple.

“It was the first moment where I got to

feel the fruits of my labor in terms of win-
ning the Emmy because I got a phone
call, man, and it was just like, ‘Hey, we
havethisproject that we thinkis aperfect
fit for you,” ” he says. It was 2019. He met
thereal Robles and started training with
him — Robles serves as Jerome’s double
in the wrestling scenes — lifting weights,
wrestling and building a friendship over
months. Then March 2020 happened.
“We shut down entirely forayearanda
half,” says Jerome, now 27, of the

COVID-19 pandemic. “It was the first
time I got to see the back end of a produc-
tion for several years; see it work and fall
apartand comeback together, and all the
ins and outs. So, Ilearned alot.”

But through the uncertainty of
whether the biopic was still happening,
he and Robles stayed in touch and be-
came close.

“Icrashed onhis couch acouple times.
I had food in his backyard. I met his girl-

[See Jerome, EG]

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
ROBERT Bechtle’s “Ala-
meda Gran Torino” in
“Ordinary People” show.

ART REVIEW

MOCA
sheds new

light on
a genre’s
‘work’

Photorealism, once
dismissed as simplistic,
gets due respect in a
compelling exhibition.

CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT
ART CRITIC

Photorealism has always
been confusing. A genre of
mostly paintings whose sub-
ject matter is photographs
and whose prevailing style is
precise illusionism began to
emerge in the late 1960s.
From the get-go, it was con-
troversial.

The 20th century had
seen pure abstraction
claimed as visual art’s pin-
nacle. Paintings dependent
on photography’s figurative
images faced a steep climb.

The insecure bafflement
over Photorealism was re-
flected in a sudden ‘70s glut
of competing terms — Su-
perrealism, Hyperrealism,
Sharp-focus Realism, Post-
Pop Illusionism, New Real-
ism, Radical Realism. Add
the contemporaneous ar-
rival of a lively market for
contemporary art, which
had barely existed earlier in
20th century America, and
all those rival brand names
could seem like desperate
promotional efforts to crack
the market with comfort-
ably retrograde, highly sal-
able pictures.

At the Museum of Con-
temporary Art, “Ordinary
People — Photorealism and
the Work of Art Since 1968” is
one attempt to refocus the
subject. The show does a
pretty good job of it, despite
a couple of strange omis-
sions and some odd inclu-
sions. Generally, perspec-
tiveis gained.

Afewofitsartists have al-
ways been embraced for
conceptual rigor — most
prominently Vija Celmins,
whose images copy photo-
graphs of deserts and sea-

[See MOCA, E2]

‘Annie Hall’
co-writer dies

Academy Award
winner Marshall
Brickman, co-writer
of “Annie Hall” and
“Jersey Boys,” has
died at age 85. E2

Comics
Puzzles

A heroic sculptural
tradition is laid bare

Naked men looking
awkward: Christina A.
West plays with poses
of power in her art.

BY SCARLET CHENG

At the American Muse-
um of Ceramic Art in Po-
mona, an audacious instal-
lation by Christina A. West
called “Strut”left some early
visitors feeling uneasy —
which was the point.

“She’s really pushing the
boundaries,” says Beth Ann
Gerstein, executive director
of the museum, who invited
West to present an exhib-
ition that opened this fall
with a live model. “I can’t tell

you how many people told
me how uncomfortable they
were with the guy.”

West is a ceramic artist
known for her explorations
ofthe human formin provoc-
ative ways. At the museum,
two of her ceramic stumps,
or armatures, sit several feet
high, both a fleshy pink with
streaks of white and red. On
opening day of the exhib-
ition,anude modelinhislate
40s clambered on each ce-
ramic sculpture and struck a
series of poses — Kneeling,
sprawling, walking in what
West calls a “strut” pose.

“I am a fan of awkward-
ness in my work,” West said
in a phone interview. “So
much of the representations
we see in classical sculpture

[See ‘Strut,” E3]

Better living through modern design

DAN CHAVKIN
ARCHITECTURAL POTTERY varied its basic shapes with different textures
and glazes. In the foreground are designs by company co-founder John Follis.

A new show illustrates
why postwar ceramics
from Architectural
Pottery still inspire.

BY SCARLET CHENG

In the optimistic postwar
period of the 1950s, all things
seemed possible, including
the notion that design could
make Americans live better
and be better. Into this mix
of new art and design in
Southern California came
an upstart company that fo-
cused on everyday ceramics
for the Modernist mindset:
Architectural Pottery.

The name may -easily
be mistaken for its generic,
lowercase counterpart.
However, “Architectural

[See Ceramics, E3]
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MARSHALL BRICKMAN,

1939 - 2024

‘Annie Hall’ and
‘Jersey Boys’ were
among bona fides

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — The Os-
car-winning  screenwriter
Marshall Brickman, whose
wide-ranging career
spanned some of Woody Al-
len’s best films, the Broad-
way musical “Jersey Boys”
and a number of Johnny
Carson’s most beloved
sketches, has died. He was
85.

Brickman died Friday in
Manhattan, his daughter
Sophie Brickman told the
New York Times. No cause of
death was cited.

Brickman was best
known for his extensive col-
laboration with Allen, begin-
ning with the 1973 film
“Sleeper.” Together, they co-
wrote “Annie Hall” (1977),
“Manhattan” (1979) and
“Manhattan Murder Mys-
tery” (1993). The loosely
structured script for “Annie
Hall,” in particular, has been
hailed for its wit. It won
Brickman and Allen an Os-
car for original screenplay.

In his acceptance speech
(Allen skipped the ceremo-
ny), Brickman referenced
one of the film’s oft-quoted
lines, saying: “I've been out
here a week, and I still have
guilt when I make a right
turnonaredlight.”

“If the film is worth any-
thing,” Brickman told Van-
ity Fairin 2017, “it gives a very
particular specific image of
what it was like to be alive in
New York at that timeinthat
particular social-economic
stratum.”

Brickman and Allen met
inthe early 1960s, when Allen
was breaking through as a
stand-up comedian. Brick-
man was brought on to write
jokes for him. At the time, he
had been playing banjo for
the folk group the Tarriers.
In one of the many twists of
Brickman’s career, it was an
album he and his college
roommate Eric Weissberg
recorded that latermade the
soundtrack to 1972’s “Deliv-
erance,” including “Dueling
Banjos.”

Brickman, born in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, was the son
of Jewish socialists Abram
(who fled Poland during
World War II) and Pauline
(Wolin) Brickman, who was
from New York. They later
moved to the Flatbush sec-
tion of Brooklyn, where
Brickman grew up. His start
in show business, after grad-
uating from the University of

Wisconsin with degrees in
science and music, came
with the Tarriers. He re-
placed Alan Arkin in the
group.

“One of the reasons I was
asked to join was because
they needed somebody to
front the group and talk
while everybody was tuning
up,” Brickman told the Writ-
ers Guild in 2011. “And so I
started to develop little
jokes and routines and stuff
like that.”

By the late ’60s, Brick-
manwas head writer for Car-
son’s “The Tonight Show.”
There, one of his most en-
during contributions was
the Carnac the Magnificent
sketches, during which Car-
son played a “mystic from
the East” who could divine
answers to unseen ques-
tions.

Brickman’s other TV
stints included “Candid
Camera,” “The Dick Cavett
Show” and “The Muppet
Show.”

When Brickman and
Allen began writing to-
gether, they found a natural
chemistry, with Brickman
playing a supporting role to
Allen’s semi-autobiographi-
cal material.

“We didn’t write scenes
together. I think that’s the
death for any collaboration,”
Brickman told the Writers
Guild. “I don’t think there’s
any such thing really as an
equal collaboration. I think
that in any collaboration,
one person, one personality,
one point of view has to
dominate.”

Brickman wrote and di-
rected the 1980 film “Simon,”
starring Arkin as a psycholo-
gy professor brainwashed
into believing he’s from
outer space. He also di-
rected 1983’s “Lovesick,”
with Alec Guinness as the
ghost of Sigmund Freud,
and 1986’s “The Manhattan
Project,” about a high
schooler who builds a nucle-
ar weapon for a school proj-
ect.

With Rick Elice penning
the music, Brickman wrote
the Broadway musical “Jer-
sey Boys,” about the 1960s
rock group the Four Sea-
sons. It ran on Broadway for
12 years beginning in 2005.
He and Elice also wrote the
2010 musical “The Addams
Family.”

Brickman is survived by
his wife, Nina Feinberg,
daughters Sophie and Jes-
sica, and five grandchildren.

MARY ALTAFFER Associated Press

A MASTER OF WIT
Marshall Brickman, a screenwriter and director,
was best known for his work with Woody Allen.

[MOCA, from E1]

scapes, as well as book and
magazine pictures; and the
late Chuck Close, whose gi-
ant paintings enlarge photo-
graphs of portrait heads.
Many others — painters of
Pontiacs, drugstore facades
or gumball machines — were
dismissed as frivolous.

But it was never clear
how or why. Choosing to
make a detailed painting ofa
photograph itself created an
abstraction —if “abstract”is
defined as the quality of
dealing with an idea, rather
than an event. Somehow,
that simple notion was hard
to grasp. Maybe photogra-
phy’s then long-standing
status as a lesser art was
part of the reason why.

“Ordinary People — Pho-
torealism and the Work of
Art Since 1968” highlights
two aspects, both keyed to
its somewhat cumbersome
title. First, the field is en-
larged to include top-notch
artists in subsequent gen-
erations, whose work re-
flects an ongoing Photoreal-
ist legacy. And second, an
often ignored quality of the
work is given a serious look.

That largely disregarded
element is the simple fact
that Photorealist art is labor
intensive. MOCA curator
Anna Katz and curatorial
assistant Paula Kroll em-
phasize the work in a work of
art.

Work applies to the pro-
duction of any significant
art, of course, even when the
materialis anobject foundin
a dumpster, or a set of in-
structions typed on a sheet
of paper. We’re not talking
about coal mining or Ama-
zon home delivery here, but
Photorealism does look la-
borious. It wears work on its
sleeve.

Celmins’ 1968 drawings of
old black-and-white photo-
graphs torn from history
books — a1930s zeppelin air-
ship, Hiroshima’s nearly ob-
literated 1945 landscape —
begin with a sheet of paper
prepared with a ground of
snow-white acrylic. The sur-
face is made receptive to the
delicate movements of soft
graphite across the page.
Careful pencil marks are
placed on an aesthetic ped-
estal, while the speed of a
camera’s shutter-click in
shootingthe source material
is slowed to the crawl of a
careful drawing.

The result is a palpably
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JESSE Trevifio’s 1974 storefront painting, left, and John Ahearn and Rigoberto Torres’ 1981 wall-relief photos.

A sprawling MOCA exhibition gives
Photorealist painting its due at last

CYNTHIA Daignault’s provocative “Twenty-Six
Seconds,” a MOCA commission for the exhibition, is a
monumental meditation of the 1963 Zapruder film.

concentrated, disarming
sense of focus. Your eye re-
sponds to the artist’s subtle
touch. Suddenly, it occurs
that the chosen scenes favor
things that cannot them-
selves be touched — aerial
flight high overhead, out of
reach, or deadly radioactive
space left by an exploded nu-
clear bomb. Historical mem-
ory is likewise remote.
Thought fills these voids,
and an unexpected moral
grandeur blankets images
lavished with such care.
Subject matter and art ob-
ject fuse.

Half a century later
comes Cynthia Daignault’s
provocative  “Twenty-Six
Seconds,” a MOCA commis-
sion for the show from the
Baltimore artist, newly com-
pleted and having its debut.
Its subject is the famous 1963
Abraham Zapruder film,
which recorded the Dallas
murder of President Ken-
nedy. Daignault painted
each of the film’s 486 frames
on separate 8-by-10-inch
canvases — the size of a
standard still photo — and
installed them in a grid, 18
canvases high and 27 wide.
It’s monumental, like the
event.

The paint handling is
loose. Each form or shadow
is constructed from a brush-
stroke, introducing the art-
ist’s hand into the cold ma-
chinery of camera work. The
moments before the fatal
shooting fill the grid’s upper
half, while the tragic de-
nouement unfolds at a view-
er’svulnerable eye-level. The
horrific, lethal, split-second
impact comes in frame 313,
seven rows up from the bot-
tom and 16 frames to the
right, where a burst of verti-
callight interrupts the hori-
zontal flow of the terrible
pictorial narrative.

After another row or two,
Daignault’s canvases be-
come increasingly abstract,
finally dissolving into blur-
red daubs of color against
black fields. As a meticulous
representation of the inex-
plicable, which clings to ar-
guably the most censored
and conspiracy-riddled ma-
jor episode of modern
American history, “Twenty-
Six Seconds” is both re-
markable and moving.

Needless to say, Daig-
nault’s “Twenty-Six Sec-
onds” took far longer to
make than Zapruder’s.
Katz, writing in the show’s
catalog, reasonably specu-
latesthat thevisiblelaborin-
volved in Photorealist art is
one reason first-generation
examples weren’'t well re-
ceived. Art is a conversation
among artists, making the
contentious  history of
avant-garde art a highly spe-
cialized field. But suddenly,
a general public could em-
brace the Photorealist genre
— partly because the images
were recognizable, yes, but
equally because the detailed
precision represented hard
work.

“My child could do that”
is the cliched (and erro-
neous) refrain of the unin-
formed viewer of Modern
art, especially abstraction.
Now, the response flipped.
The art world was dismiss-
ing the popular reception of
Photorealism with a simi-
larly narrow-minded expla-
nation: Ordinary people,
whose experience was being
represented, liked it. Katz
suggests that the artists’ ap-
parent desire for a popular
hug alienated a cloistered
art public.

To top it off, the curators
underscore something few
are willing to acknowledge:
As a technical matter, al-
most anyone can learn to
draw and paint realistically.
With enough practice, your
child could probably get the
hang of it too. As technique,
Photorealist competence is
just amatter of — well, work.

To demonstrate, Close’s
meticulously detailed head
of mustachioed “Robert,” 9
feet tall, is installed next to
its maquette, an enlarged
and subdivided black-and-
white photograph overlaid
with a tight grid. Close just
had to replicate the tiny
squares of darks and lights
on his canvas, like following
a map. It was a whole lot of
work.

Almost half of the 44 art-
istsin “Ordinary People” are
first-generation, born in the
tumultuous period between
the Roaring ’20s’ collapse
into the Great Depression
and the end of World War II.
They matured during dec-
ades when camera images,
still and moving, from
broadsheets and tabloids to
TV and CinemasScope, be-
came ubiquitous in Ameri-
can life. In retrospect, the
fact that camera images
themselves would become a
subject seems inevitable.

Like the rest of the art
scene, the genre’s earliest
noted practitioners were al-
most exclusively white
males. Among them are
Robert Bechtle, portraitist
of automobiles, including a
shrewdly chosen Gran To-
rino station wagon whose
wood paneling modernizes
the Conestogas of manifest
destiny; Richard Estes and
Ralph Goings, recorders of
urban and suburban shops
and diners; and Richard Mc-
Lean, whose leisure-rodeo
cowboys and cowgirls are
cosplay hobbyists.

Katz expanded the hori-
zon, especially for subse-
quent generations.

Among the superlative
examples since the ‘80s are
wall-size works by the team
of John Ahearn and Rigob-
erto Torres, whose sculptur-
alreliefs ofkids at play trans-
form the mural tradition.
Judie Bamber’s small draw-
ings and watercolors of her
father’s intimate photo-
graphs of her mother bring
hidden familial dynamics
into anxious view. Takako
Yamaguchi’s exploded

close-ups of women’s cloth-
ing — trench coat, striped
skirt and belt, crochet top —
morph into strangely geo-
metric abstractions.

Exquisite pastel por-
traits of Latino friends and
neighbors by John Valadez;
an altar-like assembly of 46
panels by Ben Sakoguchi
tracking the cold-eyed evo-
lution of nuclear terrorism; a
Kehinde Wiley promotional
portrait of hip-hop aristoc-
racy — the range is wide.
Feminist sexual politics un-
fold in takes on commercial
erotica by Marilyn Minter,
Joan Semmel and Betty
Tompkins; a wry and con-
frontational boudoir still life
by Audrey Flack, like an
overhauled ad from Glam-
our magazine; and Andrea
Bowers’ surveillance-style
paean to socially engaged
working women.

Sometimes, though, the
enlarged view slips out of fo-
cus. Marilyn Levine was an
exceptional ceramicist who
built detailed useful objects
— shoes, garments and ac-
cessories (backpacks, hand-
bags) — from useless slabs
of fired clay. But her beguil-
ing illusion of soft leather
rendered as hard sculpture
doesn’t betray any photo-
graphic subject matter.

Nonfunctional hyperre-
alism, yes; Photorealism, no.

Omissions are puzzling
to0. Anobvious list would in-
clude Robert Cottingham’s
signature landscapes of
elaborate neon signage and
Malcolm Morley’s souvenir
postcards of cruise ships
and recruiting posters of
naval destroyers. Perhaps
most unexpected is the ab-
sence of Charles Bell’s
monumental toys and candy
machines, which explode
harsh photographic light, as
well as Richard Art-
schwager’s acute architec-
tural constructions painted
on Celotex board, a building
material that serves as an
ironic ground for precision
pictures of offices being de-
molished or off-Kilter tract
homes.

MOCA, in its permanent
collection, has terrific — and
pertinent — photo-based
examples by Morley and
Artschwager. But they’re
not included, perhaps to
make room for new works
like Alfonso Gonzalez Jr.’s
big “Pawn Shop,” a wall-size
compendium of commercial
advertisements mixing poi-
gnancy with desperation,
and Sayre Gomez’s haunted
street-side shrine to an
anonymous urban death.

Glowing below back-
ground signs for a liquor
store, a laundromat and an
Echo Park burger joint,
Gomez shrewdly identifies
the specific street through a
blazing sunset, glimpsed off
in the distance. Pacific life is
far away. The coming veil of
darkness is announced with
a jab of 2024 topicality. “Or-
dinary People” neatly puts
torest anylingering skittish-
ness about Photorealist va-
lidity.

‘Ordinary
People —
Photorealism

and the Work
of Art Since
1968’

Where: Museum of
Contemporary Art, 250 S.
Grand Ave., L.A.

When: Tuesdays-Sundays,
through May 4
Admission: Free

Info: (213) 633-5351,
moca.org
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Better living through Architectural Pottery

[Ceramies, from E1]
Pottery: Ceramics for a Mod-
ern Landscape,” an exhib-
ition running through
March 2 at the American
Museum of Ceramic Art in
Pomona, aims to change
that notion and help visitors
realize that many of the geo-
metric planters they’ve seen
in gardens and homes over
the years were the output of
one dynamic company
founded in Los Angeles in
1950, Architectural Pottery.

The company’s products
were featured in the Muse-
um of Modern Art’s “Good
Design” exhibitions in the
early 1950s and often shown
in John Entenza’s influential
Arts & Architecture maga-
zine. Two hundred pieces
were ordered for the Beverly
Hilton during its construc-
tion in the mid-’50s.
“Wilshire Boulevard is al-
most an embarrassment to
us,” the company’s co-
founder, Max Lawrence,
said in a 1967 L.A. Magazine
article. “The plants growing
in front of every major build-
ing are in our pots.”

The museum exhibition
is an offshoot of a book proj-
ect by Dan Chavkin, who has
photographed Modernist
homes across the Coachella
Valley.

“He kept seeing these
beautiful but radically differ-
ent planters in people’s
backyards,” said Jo Lauria,
the exhibition’s curator. “He
wrote a book proposal, with
the idea of making the con-

nection between Mid-
century Modern archi-
tecture and ceramics.”

Monacelli Press accepted
the proposal, and Chavkin
enlisted Lauria and Jeffrey
Head to do the writing for a
book with the same title as
the show.

Architectural  Pottery
formed in 1950 as a partner-
ship between Rita and Max
Lawrence and two Califor-
nia School of Art grads, John
Follis and Rex Goode. Follis
and Goode had taken a class
with LaGardo Tackett to de-
sign and market ceramic
products with a modern
look. Rita Lawrence, a self-
described bored housewife
and new mother looking for
a creative project, noted
that much of the pottery she
saw was classic Italian,
Spanish or Renaissance in
design and that little
seemed suited for the
emerging modern L.A.

Architectural  Pottery
launched from the
Lawrences’ Gregory Ain-de-
signed house in Mar Vista,
and Rita Lawrence ran the
business from there for
years, until the company es-
tablished an office on South
Robertson Boulevard. She
was president of the com-
pany, Kkeenly involved in
sales and marketing, but she
also saw her role as educa-
tional. In the postwar build-
ing boom, there was a need
for sand urns and planters,
accent sculpture and table-
ware, all of which the com-
pany produced, but she also
thought good modern de-
sign — open, light-filled
homes connected to gardens
— created a sense of opti-
mism and well-being.

The exhibition starts
with a history of the com-
pany, with photographs of
the Lawrences and early col-
laborators, plus a photo gal-
lery of their key designers
and 3D examples of their
work. Rita was particularly
open to working with young

From Max and Rita Lawrence, Architectural Pottery Records, UCLA Library Special Collections,

a

Charles E. Young Research Library, UCLA / Monacelli Press

GEORGE SZANIK Monacelli Press

DAN CHAVKIN

A SHOW in Pomona on Architectural Pottery includes images from its history — a 1964 view inside the company’s Robertson Boulevard
showroom, top left, and LaGardo Tackett in 1957 with totems he designed, top right — plus displays of its pots, planters and more, above.

‘Architectural
Pottery:
Ceramiecs for a
Modern
Landscape’

Where: American Museum
of Ceramic Art, 399 N.
Garey Ave., Pomona
When: 1 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fridays to Sundays
Admission: $7 to $14

Info: amoca.org

potters as well as designers
not versed in ceramics. Per-
haps the most important
employee, Lauria said, was
David Cressey, who had
studied ceramics with

Vivika Heino at USC and
Laura Andreson at UCLA.
Starting in 1961, Cressey
oversaw production for the
company and pioneered
some designs himself.

At the company’s factory,
basic forms were mass pro-
duced through molds.
Pieces could be customized
with different colors, tex-
tures and configurations.
Cressey developed aformula
for liquid clay and experi-
mented with overlapping
glazes and new textures. He
created a texture -called
Phoenix by repeatedly ram-
ming the end of a 2-by-4 into
wet clay.

“He had this library of
molds, and then he would es-
tablish a vocabulary of tex-
tures and glazes,” Lauria
said. “So at the end of the
business, there were 14 tex-

Heroic tradition laid bare

[‘Strut,” from Ei1]

are so beautiful, with so
much grace and symmetry.
I've always wanted to
counter that. The idealism
I’'ve seen in historical repre-
sentations of the body
doesn’t feel real to me.”

West received her bach-
elor’s in fine arts from Siena
Heights University in Adri-
an, Mich., in 2003 and her
master’s in fine arts from Al-
fred University in Alfred,
N.Y., in 2006. She taught art
at Georgia State University
from 2009 to 2022 before
moving to the art depart-
ment at the University of
Wisconsin in  Madison.
Often, her work deals with
the human form in dysmor-
phic ways, with faces sliced
away or figures painted
stark red and white.

West has given some
thought as to why she does
what she does.

“Ithink it comes partially
from my background as an
athlete,” she said. “ I was a
competitive runner in high
school and in college, and so
I spent a lot of time training
and having sore muscles and
thinking about my body me-

‘Strut’

What: Christina A. West’s
two “Strut” pedestals
(without live models), plus
video of live models posing
on the works

When:11a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fridays to Sundays,
through Jan. 26

Where: American Museum
of Ceramic Art, 399 N.
Garey Ave., Pomona
Admission: $7 to $14

Info: (909) 865-3146,
amoca.org

chanics.” Another factor is
“just having extreme social
anxiety for along, long time.
People were fascinating to
me, but also scary. I would
kind of clam up around peo-
ple because my brain would
short-circuit.”

While fascinated with the
body, West didn’t want to
create yet more female
nudes, so ubiquitous in the
history of art. Instead, given
the sculptural tradition of
heroic men posed against
a pedestal, and as a flip of

the male gaze, she wanted
“Strut” to reexamine men’s
bodies and their positions
of power.

Gerstein had seen West'’s
installations in other cities
and watched her -career
STrOwW.

“I just always find her
work intriguing,” Gerstein
said during a visit to the mu-
seum’s storage area to see
two West artworks the mu-
seum owns: “Head First,” a
2013 sculpture of a pink,
pregnant woman lying on
her side, and a piece from
her 2006 “Crouching” series
depicting a man crouching
in oversize boots.

The “Strut” show in-
cludes photographs show-
ing close-ups of the nude
male body, as well as two
video monitors displaying
two models posing on
West’s sculptures.

“I like the fact that
they’re a little creepy,” Ger-
stein said of West’s work, in-
cluding her color choices. “I
like things that make you a
little uncomfortable, be-
cause then you have to think
about, well, why does it
make you uncomfortable?”

tures and about 11 glazes
that you could choose from.”

Walk through the exhib-
ition, and so many of the ves-
sels will be familiar: an hour-
glass form made of two
cones fused together, tex-
tured bowls on simple metal
stands, a large egg standing
on its end — works sourced
from more than 20 lenders.
The objects are now highly
prized collectibles that can
sell for thousands on Etsy or
1stDibs. And yes, there were,
and are, plenty of knockoffs.
One of the weaknesses of the
business was how easily its
products were copied.

The exhibition design by
Gary Wexler reflects the
clean, Modernist look of the
objects on display. A large
display platform in the mid-
dle of the gallery has an un-
dulating form and rounded

corners. The design is an
aesthetic choice, echoing
the biomorphic shapes of
some Architectural Pottery,
but it’s also practical, allow-
ing the viewer to get closerto
the exhibits. Wexler also de-
signed the book, which
handsomely balances repro-
ductions of magazine ads
and catalog pages with his-
toric shots of Architectural
Pottery personnel, show-
rooms and workshops, as
well as contemporary photo-
graphs of the objects in gar-
dens and interiors.

Follis and Goode sold
their interest in the com-
pany in 1960. Of the featured
designers in the exhibition,
only one is still alive: Marilyn
Kay Austin, who alsowasthe
company’s only staff de-
signer during her time there.
Fresh from the University of

CHRISTINA A. WEST

MODEL poses awkwardly on one of Christina A.
West'’s pedestals during opening of “Strut” show at
the American Museum of Ceramic Art in Pomona.

Illinois with a degree in in-
dustrial design, she moved
to Californiain 1962 in search
of work and was introduced
to Rita Lawrence.

“I'm sure that another
place wouldn’t have been
that quick to hire a woman,”
Austin, now in her mid-80s,
said in a phone interview. “It
was a good place to work. I
was fortunate.”

Austin began laying out
Architectural Pottery adver-
tisements and catalogs at a
time when the work was cut-
and-paste. She later de-
signed sand urns and con-
tainers. Sand urns were
much in demand in public
spaces, she said, because so
many people smoked.

Because she was not a ce-
ramicist, she drew her de-
signs and occasionally
sculpted her prototypes
from foam and designers
clay. She created the very
popular Egg planter and was
at the company for three
years before she was let go.
(Shelanded afarbetter-pay-
ing job at American Stand-
ard.) Now retired, Austin
will be on a panel discussion
at the museum at 2 p.m. Jan.
12.

The Lawrences sold their
interest in Architectural
Pottery (which had become
Group Artec) in1974, and the
company shut down after a
1984 fire at its Manhattan
Beach manufacturing facil-
ity. Rita Lawrence died in
1999 at ago 80, and Max
Lawrence lived to 98 before
he died in 2010.

Today, Vessel TUSA
manufactures some of Ar-
chitectural Pottery’s origi-
nal designs as new genera-
tions of consumers have dis-
covered the planters, pots
and totems that still stand
as visual signatures of mid-
century modernism.

“Architectural Pottery
was originated to make a
statement about today’s
way of life, not to imitate or
adapt the past,” Rita was
quoted as saying. “The
forms we have introduced
have become symbols of
their era; the forms we will
do in the future will be differ-
ent, as we perceive new re-
quirements and a new archi-
tecturalidiom.”
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LA CUCARACHA By Lalo Alcaraz
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BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis
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Solutions to Tucsday s puzzles

Curnplete the grid so each row, colurmn and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contalns every digit from 1 1o 8
{or 1 to & for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Budoku, visit wine.sudoku.org.uk.

KENKEN

Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.
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HOROSCOPE

By HOoLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19):
You’ll come to realize you
don’t need someone asmuch
as you once thought. This
self-sufficiency makes you
all the more desirable.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): Someone who genuinely
loves you will remind you of
your strengths. Embrace
these affirmations, as they
reflect just how meaningful
you are to those who care.

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
Emotions rise like a wave.
Channel them into some-
thing expressive. This raw
energy can lead to break-
throughideas.

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
Be early because it shows
enthusiasm, and there are
opportunities that only go to
the first ones on the scene.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s
a good time to remind peo-
ple what you do and how you
do it differently from others.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):

An exciting person is drawn
toyou, captivated by yourin-
telligence and insight. This
has the potential to spark
something engaging.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
The correct contribution
will not feel difficult to give.
Give at the intersection of
what’s needed and what
feels good and right to you.

Scorpio (Oct.24-Nov.21):
It’s tempting to stick with
people you know, but life is
better when you include
those you don’t know and
strive to understand people
who are different from you.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): Though you project
calm and poise, a fiery, un-
tamed energy stirs within
you. Others will pick up on it
and feel drawn to your dy-
namic spirit.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): You're inspiring some-
one to grow into their best
self. Remain supportive, but
remember real transforma-
tion requires their commit-
ment, not your intervention.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): Scarcity drives up de-
mand. By giving just a bit
less, you’ll find people clam-
oring for more of your time
and attention.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): Your social ties will
strengthen further through
upcoming events. You'relay-
ing the groundwork today.

Today’s birthday (Dec.
4): Your approach to re-
lationships sets the tone.
You risk openness, give your
trust and proceed in mutual
respect. Your year sparkles
with meaningful connec-
tions: fun dates, insightful
conversations and lasting
commitments. Highlights:
something new to celebrate
in your family; projects that
bring optimal productivity
and profit. Aries and Gemini
adore you. Lucky numbers:
5,33, 25, 39, 13.

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.
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ACROSS

1 Whisky, e.g.

7 Business entities

12 HSN alternative

15 Santa’s laugh

16 Wide open

17 Dubai’s fed.

18 *Speedy dinner option?

20 _-at-ease

21 Prefix with natal

22 Bodies of water

23 Didn’t make the team’s
final roster

25 Somewhat ruddy

28 Tools for fall guys?

29 Pop in for a scene, say

32 Hip-hop’s __ Clan

34 Dover landmarks

36 Wistful sound

37 Singer Kristofferson

40 Forever, figuratively

41 Speedy meal option,
and what the answers
to the starred clues
literally are?

44 Texter’s “No clue”

45 Two, in Trois-Riviéres

47 Tidy

48 Strength of character

50 Wall Street figure

52 Checked out before a
heist

53 Suffix with home or
farm

55 Moisturizer target

59 Skeptical about

61 “Just joshing!”

62 Pampering place

65 Japanese sash

66 *Speedy beverage
option?

70 _ -A-Fella Records:
Jay-Z label

71 Goose-bumps-causing

72 Minolta partner

73 Mama deer

74 Pedometer units

75 Makes catty comments

DOWN

1 Lower leg

2 Gelato receptacle

3 Exceedingly

4 Little one

5 Drive away

6 Made sharper

7 Iranian tongue

8 Polish tennis star
Swiatek

9 Male sheep
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£0

10 Video file format

11 Spanish title

12 *Speedy breakfast
option?

13 Hold in esteem

14 Boston NBA team,
colloquially

19 Bit

24 Scuba necessity

25 NFL flag thrower

26 Taylor who was Time’s
2023 Person of the Year

27 “Les Misérables”
novelist Victor

29 Included on an email

30 Ingredient in some
55-Across treatments

31 *Speedy side dish
option?

33 Yorke of Radiohead

35 __ dollar

36 Comic strip reporter
Brenda

38 Not busy

39 List of appts.

42 Beginning of an
idea

43 Opt for

46 Dentist’s procedure

49 Khaki kin

51 Some haciendas

53 Excalibur, for one

54 Beyond discouraged
56 “Jeepers!”

57 Hit the slopes

58 Sneakers, informally

60 Guitar part

62 _ the pot

63 Brief kiss

64 Smallish batteries

67 Wrath

68 Small intake

69 CSI sample
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PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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BRIDGE

BY FRANK STEWART

“ITheard Frosty the Snow-
manhad atempertantrum,”
Cy the Cynic told me. “It was
acomplete meltdown.”

Grapefruit, who has an
acerbic tongue and makes
his partners miserable, was
North in a penny game, and
Louie had the misfortune to
be South. At four hearts,
Louie won the trump lead
with the king and led the ace
and a low diamond. West
won and led a second trump,
and Louie won and led an-
other diamond.

When East won and led
his last trump, Louie’s last
diamond was aloser. He also
lost a spade and went down,
and Grapefruit frostily said
that if somebody gave Louie
a penny for his thoughts,
they would get change back.

Louie can win the first
trump in his hand, take the
A-K of clubs, ruff dummy’s
last club, and lead the ace
and a low spade. He can win
East’s trump return in
dummy, ruff a spade, go to
the ace of diamonds and ruff
a spade. He has won nine
tricks, and dummy stillhas a
high trump.

Youhold:a A3vAQG642
¢ 7532 & A5. Partner opens
one spade, you respond two
hearts and he bids three
clubs. What do you say?

Answer: In most partner-
ships, partner’s “high re-
verse” to three clubs promis-
es extra strength. Your pro-
spects are uncertain, but
slam is possible. Bid three
diamonds. Partner’s next
bid may help you place the
contract. (In some partner-
ships, three clubs would sug-
gest a distributional hand

but not extra strength; I
consider that approach sys-

temically awkward.)
North dealer
N-Svulnerable
NORTH
410852
vKJ5
¢ A94
%K63
WEST EAST
aKJ64 aQ97
v37 v 1093
*Q6 ¢ KJ108
%]9842 Q107
SOUTH
aA3
vAQ642
¢7532
& A5
NORTH  EAST SOUTH  WEST
Pass Pass le Pass
1a Pass 2¢ Pass
3v Pass 4e All Pass

Openinglead - v 8

Tribune Content Agency

ASKING ERIC

Dear Erie: How do you
stay friends with someone
who puts zero interest in
maintaining an adult friend-
ship?

My best friend from high
school (of more than 20
years), had kids a few years
ago. The kids are young but
out of the baby stage. My
friend constantly asks to
hang out but never offers
anything not totally kid-fo-
cused. Think story time at
the library, watching their
kids’ soccer practice or just
inviting me over to play with
the Kkids in the playroom.

I have suggested meeting
for coffee before work or din-
ner after work, but my friend
does not want to spend any
time away from the family.
Over the years, I have read
columns about people who
claim their friends disap-
peared once they havekids. I
always said I would never do
that but now I am seeing a
possible other side to that
story.

It sounds so selfish to say
I do not enjoy hanging out
with your Kids for hours on a
Saturday but that’s how I
feel. I need tools to have a
conversation. How do I talk
about this with my friend?

GROWN-UP TIME

Dear Time: You write that
your friend isn’t maintaining
an adult friendship, but is
that really true? Your friend
isreaching out to you, invit-
ingyoutodothingstogether,
including you in the new

rhythms of life. That’s main-
tenance. You can have an
adult friendship in the play-
room too.

Your friend is prioritizing
family life and friendshipina
way that works for them. So
the conversation you’ll want
to have is one with yourself:
CanIaccept this?

I get what you’re saying.
Sometimesyou want to have
a conversation without hav-
ing to spell out swear words.
But we have to accept reali-
ty. You cantry adirect ask: “I
love your Kkids, but I've been
hoping for one-on-one time.”
If the answer remains “not
right now,” however, it’s im-
portant to respect it even if
you don’t like it.

It’s possible that your
friend doesn’t have the ener-
gy to do non-family hang-
outs. And you, in turn, don’t
have to spend hours at a soc-
cer practice ifthat’s not your
ideal weekend plan. So I en-
courage empathy, flexibility
and creativity.

Dear Eric: While in grad
school, I got a call from my
ex-girlfriend saying her old-
est child, then 5 years old,
was my son. We met and she
showed me pictures. She
was married and she didn’t
ask for anything. She just
wanted me to know.

I know she has told at
least one other mutual
friend that her son is my
child. Subsequently, we have
emailed over the years, but
she neverwanted me tomeet

the child. I've discovered the
correlation of his birthday,
and the dates of his concep-
tion are accurate.

I’ve tried to convince her
that soonerorlater someone
would find out because of
the ubiquity of DNA infor-
mation. Around the time
when her son turned 35, she
changed her mind and said
that the child wasn’t mine.

He is now in his 50s and I
am 75. If it’s true, I'd like to
meet him, but she has al-
ways said that if he or her
family found out, it would
destroy her family. I still
don’t know if it’s true or not.
Should I reach out to him or
just let it be one of those life
mysteries that will always be
unresolved?

CONFUSED PATERNITY

Dear Confused: I empa-
thize with the complicated
dynamics here, but I imag-
ine the son might have a
hard time with the fact that
you knew of his existence for
the last 45 years and didn’t
reach out.

When thinking about ap-
proaching him now, you
should be clear with yourself
about your intentions and
what kind of relationship
you are trying to have. What-
ever you decide, you need to
talk to your ex first. While
the secrecy was at her be-
hest, you both created and
perpetuated this situation.

Email questions to
eric@askingeric.com.

FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane
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“Ballet dancers are always
trying to look taller.”

DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham

“WELL, 1F T HAD FAKE
TEETH...T WOLILE BAVE
GOLD FANGS."

*BE PATIENT, DENHIS...

THEYLL PROBLY SROW
IN Soon ENaUEH.Y

H
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FREE RANGE By Bill Whitehead
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MARMADUKE By Brad & Paul Anderson
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“Please don't start running as soon
as | touch the leash.”

BLISS By Harry Bliss

i3, Disteibutid by Tribune Cantent Agenioy,

WAIT, YOU'VE NEVER W
TRIED 4 DUNLOP?_/ -

——

=
Wow...You
HAVE NOT LIVED
UNTIL YOU'VE TASTI
A DUNLOP,

4

| 7" NO, JUST WILSON AND
A PENN U4 ONCE.
.
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ANA CARBALLOSA Prime Video

ANTHONY ROBLES calls his mother, played in “Unstoppable” by Jennifer Lopez opposite Jharrel Jerome, “a hero in my life.”

Wrestling with the reality of man’s life

[Jerome, from Ei]

friend, who’s his wife now,
which is so crazy. They have
a newborn now,” Jerome
says. “So, it became a soul
project forme.”

Robles, of course, had his
worries about his life becom-
ing a movie. He says, “It was
like, ‘Am I goingtobelooking
back on this film for the rest
of my life, thinking, “Yeah, it
was pretty good, but that’s
not me out there”?’ But with
Jharrel, he took the time to

focus on the little details of
my life and what makes me
tick.”

When the industry came
back to life, Artists Equity,
the production company
formed by Ben Affleck and
Matt Damon, got involved.
William Goldenberg, the
Oscar-winning editor of
Affleck’s “Argo,” signed on to
make his directorial debut,
and just like that, things got
serious for the Prime Video
film opening Dec. 6inlimited

WAYNE NORTHROP, 1947 - 2024

TV actor made his mark
on ‘Days of Our Lives’

By ALEXANDRA
DEL ROosARIO

Actor Wayne Northrop,
who was best known for his
work in TV dramas “Dy-
nasty,” “Days of Our Lives”
and “Port Charles,” hasdied.
Hewas 77.

Publicist Cynthia Snyder
confirmed to The Times that
Northrop died Nov. 29 at the
Motion Picture and Televi-
sion Fund home in Wood-
land Hills. His wife, “General
Hospital” actor Lynn Her-
ring, said in a statement that
the actor “took his last
breath in the arms of his
family,” six years after he
was diagnosed with early-
onset Alzheimer’s.

“Wayne touched so many
people with his sense of hu-
mor and wit,” said the state-
ment, which also remem-
bered Northrop as a “hus-
band for 43 years, the best
dad ever to his two boys,
Hank and Grady, and a
rancher who loved his cows
and was a friend to many.”

Northrop, a Washington
statenative, enjoyed a televi-
sion career that spanned
more than 30 years, several
networks and multiple hit
dramas.

An alumnus of the Los
Angeles Actors’ Theatre,
founded by “The Waltons”
star Ralph Waite, Northrop
began his professional ca-
reer in the late 1970s with mi-
nor roles in series including
“The Waltons” aswell as “Po-
lice Story” and “Eight Is
Enough.”

Northrop secured his
first multi-episode role
when he joined the cast of
the Emmy-winning ABC
drama “Dynasty” in 1981. For
35 episodes, Northrop — ap-
pearing off and on over six
years — played Michael Cul-
hane, the chauffeur to John
Forsythe’s oil tycoon Blake
Carrington.

Though Northrop ap-
peared in a fraction of “Dy-
nasty’s” 200-plus episodes,
his character wasn’t
immune to the drama that
unfolded over the seasons.
Notably, Michael had ro-
mances with sisters Fallon
and Amanda Carrington,
portrayed by Pamela Sue
Martin and Karen Cellini, re-
spectively. Northrop’s “Dy-
nasty” tenure ended in 1987
— after his character failed
in his scheme to slight the
Carrington patriarch.

Amid his “Dynasty” days,
Northrop also starred in
NBC’s long-running drama
“Days of Our Lives.” He ap-
peared in more than 1,000
episodes from 1981 to 2006

ABC Photo Archives

TV FIXTURE
‘Wayne Northrop ap-
peared in “Dynasty.”

(he left and rejoined the se-
ries twice) and portrayed
multiple characters, includ-
ing police Det. Roman
Brady and Dr. Alex North —
both romantic interests of
Marlena Evans, played by
“Days” staple Deidre Hall.
Northrop’s on-screen rela-
tionship with Hall also
earned him a spot in her 1995
TV movie “Never Say Never:
The Deidre Hall Story.”

Northrop’s TV career in-
cluded 121 episodes as Rex
Stanton on ABC’s “Port
Charles” (a spinoff of “Gen-
eral Hospital”) and roles in
series “The Young Riders,”
“Cold Case” and “L.A. Law.”
He appeared in TV movies
“The Haunting of Lisa,”
“Going for the Gold: The Bill
Johnson Story” and “Beg-
garman, Thief” aswell as the
special “You Are the Jury.”

Wayne Alan Northrop
was born April 12, 1947, to
Robert and Donna Jean
Northrop. He was raised in
Sumner, Wash., and gradu-
ated from the University of
Washington with a degree in
communications. After col-
lege, Northrop traveled Eu-
rope for several years, learn-
ing German along the way.

Upon his homecoming,
Northrop enrolled in a local
community college acting
class, which helped launch
his professional acting ca-
reer.

Northrop married Her-
ring (her TV credits also in-
clude “L.A. Law,” “Days of
Our Lives” and “Port
Charles”) in May 1981. The
couple purchased a working
cattle ranch in Raymond,
Calif., and spent more than
30 years running it. Nor-
throp, who was committed
to wildlife and conservation
causes, and Herring also ac-
quired the Charles Miller
House — the first and oldest
house in Raymond — and
transformed it into the Ray-
mond Museum.

Northrop is survived by
his wife, his two sons and
stepmother Janet Northrop.

release.

Jerome went on a high-
calorie diet (“3,500 to 4,000
calories a day,” he says),
lifted weights to build a
wrestler’s physique and
worked with Goldenberg’s
wife, movement coach Alli-
son Diftler, to convincingly
portray a lifelong crutches
user.

Then there was the
wrestling. And not just
standard technique but
Robles’ unique brand.

Jerome (whose right leg
would be erased in postpro-
duction but had to be kept
out of the way during film-
ing, “like a tail,” he says) had
to learn to use “just my one
knee and my fists as legs. ...
That was about two to three
hours a day, running choreo-
graphy and different moves
— how to take a shot, how to
sprawl, fireman’s carry,” all
asifhe had only his left leg.

“The hardest part was
the confidence. That’s how

you know a true wrestler.
That confidence to be willing
to get thrown in the air,”
Jerome says. “There’s mo-
ments where, as an actual
man who has lots of fears, I
did not want to hurt myself.
And there was no way I was
going to be Anthony if that
was my mindset.”

Being Robles, however,
involved much more than
looking legit on the mat.
“Unstoppable” is as much
about his family. Robles says

it was crucial that any film
about his story relate “where
my strength came from, and
that’s always been my faith
and my family, especially my
mom [played by Jennifer
Lopez]. My mom was a hero
in my life. She still is.”

Jerome says he learned
from those close to Robles
“that he is the core to alot of
people’s lives around him.
You can see it in they way
they love him. He was the
crutch — for lack of better
words, I'm not trying to be
ironic — he was the crutch
for the family.”

But no one is strong all
the time. The film depicts
crushing defeats, reversals
that the wrestling program
suffered, an abusive situa-
tion at home.

“Those low moments, he
won’t allow people to see be-
cause he’s a beacon of light
for those people. I wanted to
show his fears, his insecuri-
ties and what’s going on be-
yond the eyes and the big
muscles,” Jerome says.

“I got to observe a lot of
moments quietly, without
him knowing. And that in-
formed a lot of those emo-
tional moments in the film.
What he does with his eye
when he cries — he fights,
man. He fights to make sure
that tear doesn’t come
down.”

Robles says he could see
himself in the actor’s por-
trayal.

“The scene with him and
Coach Williams [played by
Michael Pena], when they’re
sittinginthe bleachers,look-
ing at the track, and he says,
‘I'mrunning out oftime tobe
somebody’ ... I remember
watching him [filming that
scene], and I was crying. I
felt, right there, he got me.

“The emotion he was
showing — because I'm not
someone who really shows a
lot of emotion; I try to hold it
in. But right then and there,
he exposed it. I was like,
‘Man, this dude’s amazing.
He did me justice right
there.””

The world gets its first glimpse inside
Notre Dame Cathedral after 5 years

A preopening visit
reveals a breathtaking
restoration after the
devastating fire.

By THOMAS ADAMSON

PARIS — Five years after
a catastrophic fire reduced
Notre Dame Cathedral to a
smoldering shell, journalists
got a first glimpse of the
Gothic masterpiece’s fully
restored interiors during a
visit with French President
Emmanuel Macron. The
transformation is nothing
short of breathtaking: Light
dances across brilliant
stone, gilded accents gleam
anew and the iconic monu-
ment’s majesty is reborn. As
of Sunday, visitors will once
again marvel at the cathe-
dral’s blend of history and
craftsmanship.

Here’s a reporter’s-eye
view:

Nave: Once darkened by
soot and rubble, the nave
now radiates a celestial bril-
liance. Visitors can see the
true color of the cathedral’s
walls: a pale Lutetian lime-
stone — named after the Ro-
man word for Paris, Lutecia
— that glows under sunlight
streaming through restored
stained-glass windows. The
newfound blond hues high-
light the soaring Gothic col-
umns and ribbed vaults, cre-
ating a bright and uplifting
atmosphere. Restorers say
it’s the first time in centuries
the true stone has been ex-
posedinthis way.

The polished checker-
board marble floor, glisten-
ing underfoot, is so smooth
it seems you could glide
across it — communicating
with the gilded, golden grille
partition of the choir area.

Overhead, incandescent
chandeliers hang majesti-
cally from each vaulted arch,
stretching from west to east,
casting a warm, golden light
throughout the nave.

The meticulous restora-
tion process involved
cleaning more than 42,000
square meters of stone — an
area equivalent to roughly
six soccer fields — using in-
novative latex peels to strip
away centuries of grime
without causing damage.

Conservators uncovered
mason marks etched by me-
dieval builders — intimate
traces of the artisans who
shaped Notre Dame in the
12th and 13th centuries.

This gleaming transfor-
mation is a stark contrast to
the wreckage of 2019, when
the nave was strewn with
charred debris.

Altar: The altar in the ca-
thedral’s chancel carries a
poignant symbol of the fire’s
devastation. Nicolas Cous-
tou’s Pieta, part of the Veeu
de Louis XIII ensemble, sur-
vived largely unscathed, but
molten lead from the blaze
fused into the hand of Christ.
Restorers chose to preserve
this as a subtle yet powerful
reminder of the tragedy.

CROSSISRESTOREDTO
ITSFULL BRILLIANCE

Surrounding the altar,
the intricate marquetry
floor, long hidden under lay-
ers of dirt, has been pieced
together from fragments re-
covered after the fire.

Nearby, the polished
Cross of Glory, which fa-
mously glowed — literally —
amid the flames, now stands
restored to its full brilliance.
Framed by the radiant
blond stonework of the nave,
the cross serves as a center-
piece of the cathedral’s re-
birth.

Organ: Among the larg-
est and most storied in
France, the grand organ has
undergone an intricate re-
vival. Spared from the
flames but coated in lead
dust, its 8,000 pipes, ranging
in size from that of a pen to
over 33 feet tall, were pains-
takingly disassembled,
cleaned and retuned. Over
twoyears, this work was per-
formed with precision in the
cathedral’s silent, cavernous
interior, where harmoniza-
tion was achieved entirely by
ear.

Now, the organ’s
grandeur is unmistakable.
Its towering wooden case,
marked with carvings left by
past craftsmen, gleams

CHRISTOPHE PETIT TESSON Associated Press
PEOPLE STROLL in Notre Dame Cathedral while French President Emmanuel
Macron visits the restored interiors, which had been ravaged by a horrific fire.

under sunlight streaming
through restored clerestory
windows. Even in silence, it
commands awe.

Chapels: The 29 chapels
circling the nave and choir
burst with color and detail
previously dulled by dirt and
neglect. Restorers revealed
intricate murals, gilded
stars on ceilings and vibrant
motifs originally created
under Eugene Viollet-le-
Duc’s direction. Each chapel
tells a unique story through
its designs and themes.

The Chapel of St. Marcel
stands out as a masterpiece,
its mural of the saint’s relics
vividly restored. Visitors are
captivated by its radiant col-
ors, producing an effect lik-
ened to the Sistine Chapelin
Rome — a visual fireworks
display.

In other chapels, traces
of 19th century painters’ col-
or tests, hidden in nooks,
provide glimpses into their
artistic process.

Transept crossing: The
transept crossing, where the
original spire collapsed, pre-
sented one of the restora-
tion’s most formidable chal-
lenges. Above, soaring new
vaults of Lutetian limestone
replicate the medieval origi-
nals with remarkable preci-
sion.

Beneath the crossing, ar-
chaeologists uncovered a
trove of history: fragments
of Notre Dame’s medieval
jubé, or choir screen, buried
in the rubble. These intri-
cately carved stones, some
still bearing faint traces of
polychrome paint, provide a
rare glimpse into the cathe-
dral’s vibrant 13th century
decorative history.

Roof, spire and safety

measures: The roof draw
gazes skyward, where medi-
eval timber techniques have
been faithfully re-created.
Known as “the forest,” the
intricate wooden framework
remains hidden beneath the
roofline, but glimpses into
the rafters reveal the preci-
sion of both ancient and
modern craftsmanship.

MONUMENT IS MUCH
BETTER PROTECTED

Outside, the spire rises
about 105 yards, faithfully
replicating Viollet-le-Duc’s
19th century design. Clad in
oak and lead, it stands
crowned by a gilded rooster
containingrelics of St. Denis
and St. Genevieve and a
fragment of the Crown of
Thorns, alongside a scroll
listing contributors to the
restoration.

The spire also honors the
late Gen. Jean-Louis
Georgelin, who oversaw the
project until his death in
2023. Hisnameisnow etched
atitsbase.

Notre Dame now features
unseen state-of-the-art fire
prevention systems to guard
against future disasters.
Thermal cameras monitor
the roof, and a fine misting
system, designed to extin-
guish flames at their source,
is seamlessly integrated into
the structure. Fireproof bar-
riers divide the roof into
compartments, preventing
flames from spreading.

Reinforced water supply
lines can deliver 21,188 cubic
feet of water per hour, ensur-
ing the cathedral is better
protected than ever before.

Adamson writes for the
Associated Press.



