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INHERITANCEGUIDE
TheAuthor

 DavidKakutaMulwawasbornon9thApril1945intheplainsofMukaainMakueniCounty.His

writingwasinfluencedbyhisfather,PastorJohnMulwa,andhisteachersfrom primaryschool

totheuniversity.

 DavidMulwawenttoMachakosBoysHighSchool,thentoAllianceHighSchoolforhisA-levels.

HejoinedtheUniversityofNairobiwherehestudiedLiteratureinstructedbyTabanLoLiyong'

and OkotP 'Bitek.Heproceeded to theUniversityofCaliforniainLosAngelesundera

scholarshipwherehestudiedMastersinArts.

 Mulwahasalsowrittenotherbooksincluding'Redemption'(1989),'MasterandServant'(1979),

'WeComeinPeace','GlassHouses,'amongothersbooks.

 Davidiscurrentlyawriter,lecturer,actorandthedirectorofKenyaPerformingArtsinNairobi.

TheSetting
 ThestoryissetincolonialAfricaintheKutulacolonyundertheBritishrule.Thecolonialmasterslive

lavishlyattheexpenseofthepoornativeswhoserveastheirslaves.

 ThetraditionalrulerofthenativesisKingKutulaXV.ThekingisbentonoverthrowingtheBritish

leadershipbyallmeans.Heleadshispeopleinanationaluprisingagainstthewhitesettlersandout

rightlytellsthewhitegovernorthat"...yourpeoplewillcontinuetodie.Everyoneofthem ...Governor

Macayandnoone'llhelpyou...Ihavespoken."(Pg13).

 AftertheexitoftheBritish,KutulabecomesarepublicundertheleadershipofLacunaKasooafter

thedeathofhis(Lacuna's)father,KingKutulaXV.

 LacunaKasoo'sleadershipturnsouttobeworsethantheleadershipofthecolonialmasters.Itis

marredwithgreed,corruption,incompetenceandassassinations.Hisdictatorialregimetriggersa

peacefulcivilrevolutionthatsuccessfullyoverthrowshisleadership.

TheTitle

 Theplay'Inheritance'revolvesaroundaconflictbetweentheAfricannativesandthewhitesettlers

overtheinheritanceofland,itsresourcesandleadership.

 TheBritishinvasioninAfricanismotivatedbythedesiretotapresourcesfrom Africathroughtheir

colonialruleundertheguiseofbringingcivilizationinform ofeducation,infrastructure,andhospitals
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tothe"primitive"Africans.

 Oncesettled,thecolonialmastersgraduallygrabbed vastareasofland from thenativesfor

agriculture,miningandsettlementtherebydisplacingandenslavingthenatives.TheBritishEmpire

dependedonAfricaforsurvival,hencethedesiretoruleandcontrolAfricawiththeirresources.

 Thenatives,throughtheirKingKutula,realizetheurgentneedtoinheritwhatthewhitesettlershave

robbedthem. wewanttobuildandrunourhomeinourownway .Thislandisourmother.We

wantourchildrentoliveandshareequallywhatshegivesus...allthatyoutakefrom her."(p.12).A

countrywideuprisingbeginsandtheWhiteman'sruleends.

 KingKutulaXVinheritstheleadershipfrom theBritishmasters.

 KingKutula'sleadershipislaterinheritedbyhisson,LacunaKasoo.Lacunaismanipulatedand

deceivedbytheimperialiststokillhisownfather.GoldsteinisawareofLacuna'sinsatiablegreed.He

promisestogroom LacunatoleadershipaslongasKingKutulaisoutoftheway.Hisintentionisto

getLacuna,whoiseasytocontrol,

Prologue
 TheprologueopensinGovernorThorneMacay'smansion,whichisdescribedaslavishandonethat

rentstheairofpowerandauthority.

 The Governor is seemingly angry at the natives'ineptitude and incompetence and feels

disempoweredbytheabolitionofthewhipasthenativeshavenowdownedtheirtools.

 TheGovernor'sattendanthaskeptBishopMenninger,(brainoftheempire)PrincessSangoi,andKing

Kutula,whohavecometoseethegovernor,waitingforanhourbecausethelatterisonatea-break,

andwhenaskedwhyhekeepstheguestsforthatlongreplies,.yourordersis:Donotdisturbhis

excellenttea-timeandmeditetioninghour..."(p.3-4).

 Thenativeshaveriotedagainstthewhitesettlers,destroyedtheirproperty,molestedthewomenand

childrenandhavebreachedtheagreementandtrustmadeearlier“…asituationthatcouldleadtoa

longbloodywar...!"(p.8).

 BishopMenningerhasdocumentedadvicefortheGovernor.Hepointsoutinthedocumentthat

nativeswouldneverchangefrom theirconfusedsimplenatureandthattheywouldneverbelikethe

sophisticatedandcivilizedwhitesbutwouldonlyremainascopycats.

 Healsopointsouttothegovernorthattheimperialistswouldhavetocontinuetoruleandlaybasic

rulesforthenativessinceleftontheirown;theywouldoffernothingofsignificance.

 KingKutula'sentrytothegovernor'smansionisusheredinbyanattendantwhoregardshim with

aweandreverence.

 Headdressesthekingas"Thesonoftheking…from thestarsandtheheaven,(pg6)



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchool,PrimarySoftcopyNotes0714497530

 GovernorThorneMacayhasneverunderstoodthe'infernalallegiance’thatnativeshavetheirleaders

butMenningerisbornfrom theirinabilitytoreasonandthink.Heseesthem ascommonanimalsway

belowthewhiteswhom hetermsasdemocraticandcivilized.

 GovernorthornehassummonedthekingtoregisterhisdisappointmentaboutkingKutula’ssilence

ontheescalatingviolenceinhiskingdom resultingfrom thenationwideupraisingbythenatives

againstthewhiteleaders.

 KingKutuladismissesThorne’sconcernsbyquotinganAfricanproverbtomocktheGovernor.He

says“Thechameleontoldthehare:makeyourstepImakemine;itisgoodcompany…friend.”(pg8)

 ThorneisoffendedandthreatenstoimprisonthekingforlifebeforeMenningerremindshim thathe

istalkingtotheking.HeasksThornetoaskdirectquestionsandavoidthelongwingedproverbsand

proverbialdrivelswhenthekingbeginstobombardthegovernorwithmanymoreproverbsand

sayings.

 ThorneisthenshockedwhenKutulaadmitshisknowledgeofthecountrywideuprisingandhis

supportoftheviolenceagainstthegovernor’speopledespitetheirgoodwilltobringcivilizationtothe

natives.Hesays,“…Icannotshutthevoicesofmyfather…”(pg10)

 ThegovernorisshockedbythesuddenchangeofattitudewhenKutulabluntlytellshim that“wedo

notwantyouhere!”(pg10)

 Kutularegretswhyhisfathersassentedtotheimperialistdraftedagreementthathadallowedthe

colonialisttosubjecthispeopletodevastatingeffectsoftheiroppressiverulesandexcessivezeal.

 Kutulathreatensthegovernorthathispeoplewillcontinuetodieifhewon’tletthenativesbuildand

runtheirhome.He,however,hasnoobjectiontothewhitemanteachingthenativeshiswasbutwith

moderation.

 Sangoijoinstheleaderandexpressesherwillingnesstogoabroadandpursuethewhiteman's

education.

 GovernorThorne'sfearoverKingKutula'seffortstogroom hisadopteddaughteristhatshewillbean
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empoweredmatriarchandalionesstocontendwithinthefuture.

 MenningerisquicktoconsoleThornethatSangoi'seducationwouldonlyconfuseher.TheBishop's

planistounleashSangoiagainsthersimplefolkuponthecompletionofhereducationfortheir

benefit.

Tasks

1.WhatdoesThornemeanbythestatement,"Africasupports,naymaintains,theempire"

(pg.4)?

2."Makeheraslave...again...Revisithistory,Menninger...revisit..."(pg.5).Whatisyour

understandingofthisstatement?

3.Inwhatwaysdothenativesexhibit'infernalallegiance'totheirleaders?

4.Identifytheproverbsintheprologueandtheirrelevance.

5.Menningeradmitstouseof"excessivezeal."Howhavethenativesreactedtoit?

6."Thekingisdangerous.LiketheQueenbee..."Demonstratethetruthofthis

statement.

7.Commentontheconflictthatarisesintheprologue.

8.WhatdoesThornemeanwhenhesays"TurmoilinAfricameansagreatlosstothe

empire"(pg.4)?

9.OutlinethereasonsKingKutulagivesforwantingtheimperialiststoleaveKutula.

10.PointoutatinstancesintheprologuethatrevealThorneMacay'sattitudetowardsthe

natives.

11.Whatistheprologueallabout?

Commentary

 Theprologuecaptureslifein Kutuladuring thecolonialeraundertheauthoritarian and

oppressiveleadershipofthecolonialists.

 MulwaportraysthecolonyofKutulaasoneundertheharshruleofGovernorThornewhois

apparentlyangrywiththecolonialofficethathasabolished whipping thenatives.Heis

displeasedwiththecolonialofficerinLondonforhisadvocacyonsimulatedhumanitarianism
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fordeclaringthewhipasobsolete.Hesays,"ThefooldrinkingcoffeeinLondonwhileI

mollycoddlenatives .theydowntheirtoolsandnothinggetsdone."(page3)

 TheGovernormistreatsandabusesthenativeblackservantandcallstheattendant,a"dithery

idiot"and regardshim asimpudentand then compareshim to common animals. His

leadershipisexcessivelyzealousandhumiliating.

 AconflicthasensuedbetweentheAfricansandtheirwhitemastersoverland,leadershipand

resources.TheWhitemanhasbeenrobbingtheAfricansoftheirvaluablesandexportingthem

tohismotherland.

 KingKutulaXVtakesdispleasureintheapparentinheritanceandinsiststhatnativesmust

sharewhatcomesfrom theirland.Itisclearthatincaseofarevolution,theBritishEmpire

standstoloseintheeventthatthenativestakeovergovernance.Thisisbecause"Africa

supportstheempire..."(p.4).

 Interracialconflictandrevolutionisdemonstratedbythereprisalandescalatingviolence

betweenthenativesandwhitesettlers.ThenativesdestroytheWhite'spropertyandmolest

theirchildrenandwomen.

 Theauthorbringsouttheconflictofattitudewherethewhitesettlersconsiderthemselves

civilized,democratic and modernized.Theyalso claim to have broughtchange through

education,hospitals,roads,churches,employmenttotheprimitive,ignorantandungrateful

natives.

 However,Kutulainsiststhatjustasabeetlecarriesitshouseonitsbackwhetherstinkingor

not,thenativeswillgovernthemselvesdespitetheirignoranceandinability.(pg11)

 Ironyisemployedintheprologue.GovernorThorneregardsthenatives'customsasprimitive.

Menningersees them as lacking originality and common reason yetthey can hardly

comprehendthewisdom inthe'longwindedproverbs'ofthenatives.Theyalsodependonthe

natives'republictosustaintheirempire.

 ItisironicalthattheBritishclaim tohavebroughtcivilizationtothenativesthroughschoolsyet

theirmainmotiveistorobthesamenativesoftheirvaluables.TheyfearKingKutulaand

regardhim as"aningenious rascal"(p.15).andadangerousman.'Thiskingisdangerouslike

thequeenbee,hesanctionsthestingandthetoilingworkersindiscriminatelydescendupon

ourpeople
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 Theuseofproverbsisastylethat portraysKingKutula asassertive,independent

mindedandingeniousdespitethewhiteman'scontrolandmanipulation.Heisalsocalm and

collected.

 The authortreats the readerto detailed description aboutthe characters and setting.

Menningeris"...middleaged,powerfullybuiltman...Anairofkeenintelligenceandextreme

self-importanceabouthim...(page4).KingKutulaisdescribedasatall,leanandathleticman

inhislatefiftiesamostself-assuredrulerwithanunnervingpresence.(p.7).

 GovernorThorneisportrayedasanabusiveleader.Heinsultstheattendantasa'ditheringidiot'

impliesthatheisimprudent,referstothecolonialofficeroverseesas'Thefool'.Heisalso

short-tempered;hehandlestheattendantroughlyandisimpatientwithhim,“don’tgecko-gawk

atme!"HeaddressesKingKutulawi01insultsthus"Damnall,KingKutula".(page8).

 Thegovernorisoppressive,authoritarianandselfish.Hefeelsdisadvantagedafterthewhipis

abolishedbecauseheusesitforhisownconvenience.Heisdishonestandpretendstosupport

Sangoi'seducationyethewantstouseitagainstthenativesandbenefitfrom dividingthem as

advisedbyBishopMenninger.

KingKutulaXVisfirm andassertive.HetellsThornethatheissilentabouttheuprisingandthat"your

peoplewillcontinuetodie."(Pg.13).Hewillnotbow toimperialism.TheKingiswise.Hequotes

manyproverbsandnarrativesappropriatelytopassimportantmessages.KingKutulaiscalm and

collected,andrespondswithadmirablecalmnesstoGovernorThorne'soutburstsofanger.Heisa

confidentmanwhoisunafraidofthewhiteman'sthreats."DoyouknowIcanclapyouinforlife?"He

responds,'.eldersdon'tbandyinsults."(p.8)

 Menningeris sanctimonious despite being a man ofthe cloth.He propagates oppression,

imperialism,deceitandopportunism totheimperialmajestythroughhisadviceandcounsel.He

completelydisregardsthevirtuousandgoodnewsmessagethathisreligionpreaches.

 Heseesnativesasrabbleswithoutunderstandingandcivilization.

 HeintendstomisguideSangoisothattheWesterneducationmakeshera"...goddessofconfusion

andusehertomanipulatethenatives..."(p.15).

 AttendantIlisextremelyloyaltotheKing.Heispatientandfore-bearingandisabletoworkunder

Thorne.Sangoiisambitious,obedient,trustingandloyalSheobeysandtrustsherfatherwithwhom

shespendsalotoftimewith.

MovementOne
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Summary

LeadershipInheritance

 Kutula,thirtyyearslater,isanindependentRepublicundertheleadershipofLacunaKasooyet

thestandardsoflivingarepoor.

 TaminaZenMeloisemaciatedandolderthanheragewithnoproperhousingandfood.

 Bengo,apoliticalactivistwhohasjustarrivedfrom jailinthecapital,istreatedtoacold

welcomebyTaminawhostillholdstoage-oldbitterness.

 TaminaexplainstoBengothatthewatertheyusedtogetfrom thenearbyspringsandbrooks

hasbeendivertedbyCouncilorChipandetoBukelengeMountainsfifteenkilometersawayto

makeadam despiteReverendSangoi'sprotests.Infact,aninaugurationforthedam isdone

andreceivesmuchpraise.

 ThenativeshavebeendeniedlicensestogrowcoffeeandtheirlandstakenbyChipandeafter

theWhitemanleftmakingthem slavesintheirownfarms.Taminasays"Mycoffeefarm in

BukelengeMountains?Allgone.NowImustpickcoffeeforChipandeonthefarm thathehad

meselltohim forpeanuts."(p.24).

 TaminaisbitterwithBengobecauseofhisindulgenceinoppositionpoliticsthatledtothenear

deathofherhusband,JudahZenMelo,whowasLacuna'sspokespersonandpartyman,after

hisrefusaltokillhisbrotherwhowas"Lacuna'sthorninhispoliticalside."(p.23).

 ThisearnsJudahunemploymentandheisexiled.Taminalosteverythingincludingthegood

lifesheoncelived.

 Bengo,whoispopularandwouldhavewontheelectionswithalandslide,istakentojailto

pavewayforChipande,Lacuna'scrony.

 Luluarriveshomefrom schoolearlierthanusualtocollectthetwothousandshillingfees

balancefortheconstructionofaperimeterfenceandthecomputerlaboratorydespitepaying

onethousandthepreviousday.

 Taminacomplainsofherlackofbasicslikefoodandwaterandwondersabouttheessenceof

education.Luluisbitterandsomewhatinsolentanddisrespectfultohermother.

 Luluisfrustratedbyhermother'shelplessnessandpovertyandthreatensher,"lwillusemy

beautythen!Imustcompleteschoolandbesomebody...inanyway…(pg31)Unlikehermother

Luluwantstobefreefrom povertyandoppression.

 Judaharrivesfrom thetownofPatolaandiswarmlywelcomedbyhiswife.Hesaysjobswere

notforthcomingandthepaywaslow.Besides,youneededyourowntribesmantogetajob.

 Hesacrificeshismoralsforemploymentbecause, religiondoesn'tsitwellonanempty
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stomach..."(p.36).HethereforebeginsdrinkingandbribesMithambowithbeertogetajobas

aMachineOperator.Heworksforlonghoursandcompetitionisstiff.Meanwhile,theirsons

arealsointownslookingforjobs.

 BeforeJudahcanrest,heleavesto"sayhellotothecrowdandescortthesunset"(pg.38)but

leavesTaminaeighthundredshillingsbesidestheassortmentofgroceriesthathehasbrought

home.

 Luluisbackandapologeticfordisrespectinghermother.Shelearnsofherfather'sreturnwith

excitement.

 SangoihasbeenappointedaministerintheMinistryofReclamationandRemediesbyLacuna

againstherwill.SheacceptsthepostforfearthatLacunamightassassinatehernow that

duringhiscoronation,peoplepreferredSangoiforLacunatobetheirleaderafterKingKutula's

death.

 Thegovernmentplanstoevacuatepeoplefrom thevalleyandSangoihopesthatLacunawould

change his mind overthe evacuation before Kutula's much publicized commemoration

ceremony.

 TaminaisagainstLulu'sattendanceofthekingKutulacommemorationceremony,despiteher

keyroleasaleaddancerintheschool'sdancetroupeinvitedbyLacunahimself.

 ItisonlythroughSangoi'sinterventionthatTaminapermitsLulutoattendwhatshecalls"a

paganritual"(pg.43)onconditionthatshewouldrunbackhomeafterthefestival.Sangoi

promisestowatchoverLuluandevenpayherschoolfeesbalance.

 Meloreturnshomedrunk.Hesaysheruleshisfamilywithloveandnotmachinesandpolice

guardslikeLacuna.JudahcelebrateshisfamilyandreferstoTaminaas beautyqueen...so

beautiful..."and Lulu as "Girl,you're a blackqueen and...ori...hic ...ginal!"(Pg.48)and

challengesLulutoworkhardandachieveherdreamsofbecomingadoctorandthenhegoes

tobed.

 Luluistotallyuninspiredbyherparents'marriage.Shesays,"Ifthisiswhatitmeansto

beaparent,Iwon'tfollowtheirfootstepstobecrownedqueenofrags".(pg.51).

Tasks

l.Outlinethecounter-productivityofChipande'sdam project.

2.WhyisTaminastillbitterwithBengo?

3.InwhatwaysisBengo"...athorninLacuna'spoliticalside"?

4.StatethechallengesthatparentslikeTaminawithschool-goingchildrenmustundergo.

5.HowdoesJudahZenMelo'sabsencecontributetoTamina'schallenges?
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6."Idon'twantthislife!Idon't!Idon't!" (Pg.31).WhatexactlydoesLulumeanbythisstatement?

7.DescribehowZenMelogetshisjobasamachineoperator.

8.WhatcharacterofLuludemonstratesherunderstandingofhergoalsinlife?

9.Givethreeillustrationsofincidencesofdisillusionmentinthisepisode.

Commentary

 Itisironicalthatmuchasthenativesexpectedbetterlivesafterindependence,theworstis

happeningtothem inform ofneo-colonialism.Lacunaismoregreedy,corruptanddictatorial

thanhispredecessors.

 Thenativesarebitter.Tamina'sbitternessisbornofthemiseriesshehasbeenthrough,

broughtbyKutula'spoorleadershipmarredbygreedanddictatorship.SheisbitterwithBengo

whoseroleasanactivistplungedherfamilyinmisery.Herhusbandisexiled,hersonsareaway

insearchofjobsandherdaughterisinandoutofschoolduetolackofschoolfees.

 Thenativesarelivinginfear.Thereisfearofbeingassassinatedincaseonefallsoutwiththe

leader.BengoisnearlykilledforfightingLacuna'sleadership.JudahZenMelogoesintoself-

exileforfearofbeingkilledoutofdisobeyingLacuna.Taminasays,"Youmustsitontheright

sideofLeaderLacuna...ifyouaretolive."(pg.21)Sangoitakesuptheappointmentasa

ministerforfearofbeingkilledbyLacuna.

 Lacunathrivesonnepotism.Herewardssycophantsandclansmenleavingmostqualified

citizensunemployed.Thosethatareemployedarepoorlypaidandovertaxed.Zensays,"...it

paystoknowtheleader'stribesmen"(pg.34).

 Inaflashback,Taminarevealstothereaderreasonsbehind Bengo'simprisonmentand

Judah'sexile.ItturnsoutthatKutularequiresJudahtokillhisbrother,Bengoforbeingathorn

inLacuna'spoliticalside.WhenJudahZenMelodisobeys,heisalmostkilledashismangled

bodyisfounddampedoutsidetheirhouseandDr.Jonathansaveshim. LaterBengois

imprisoned.

 TaminareferstoLacunaandhiscroniesasanoctopusthatimpliesthestrongpowerandthe

abilitytostretchout,toreachandcontrolanyoneandanythingtheywishtoget.Povertyand

despondencyareportrayedintheMovement.

 Taminastilllivesinheroldgrass-thatchedhut.

 Shewakesupbeforecock-crowtopickcoffeebeansfarfrom home.
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 Shehastowalkfifteenkilometerstofetchwaterfrom BukelengeMountains.

 HasonlytwoacresoflandleftafterChipandebuysherlandforpeanutstostarthismonopoly

ofgrowingcoffee.

 Luluissenthomeforschoolfeesbalanceoftwothousandshillings.Taminahasnomoney.

Theleadershavetoldthepeoplethatthereare"nofreethings"andtheyshould‘tightenyour

belts."(pg.27).

 •Misruleandgreedareseenthroughtheleaders.Lacunademandsunyieldingloyaltyfrom his

subjects.

 Hewantshisspokesman,JudahZenMelo,tokillhisownbrother,Bengo,whoistheleader's

thornintheflesh.

 JudahisalmostkilledfordisobeyingLacuna.Bengoisjailedformanyyears.

 LacunaispreoccupiedwithhelpinghisclansmenandhaslittleregardforKutulacitizens.

 Childrenaresentawayforschoolfeesfortheschooltoerectaperimeterfence,constructa

computerlaboratoryandpayfortheteachers'extraworkwhenresidentslackwaterandbasic

needs.

 JudahMeloisvirtuousandamanofintegrity.Herefusestokillhisbrother,Bengoeventhough

'thegestureswon'tbeinvain'(pg.23).ThusLacunapromisestorewardhim ifhekillsthe

brotherbutZenrefusestoobey.Heisaschemerforthesakeofsurvival.Hedoesn'tcallhis

familyafterhisself-exilebutinsteadinvestsinbribingMithambowithdrinkstohirehim asa

machineoperatorandhegetsit,getsadoublepayandcanaffordtoprovideforhisfamily.

 Judahisanescapist.He,"deliberatelyshutshisinnerearfrom hearing"(pg.33)thewife'spain.

Hefailstocallorwritetotellhisfamilyabouthiswhereabout.Hedoesn'twanttokillwhatis

leftintheirsinkinghearts.

 Bengoispatriotic.Hefightsthegovernment'sdictatorialrulethatoppressesthecitizens.Heis

jailedforyearsandnowthatheisback,hevowsto"takeupthefightwhereIleftoff."(pg.22).

Heisoptimisticinthatafterbeingjailedforyears,hereturnsreadytocontinuethefighthoping

toliberatethepeople.

 Bengoisrealisticbecauseheadmitstohavingbroughttroubletohisfamilyalbeitwiththeright

motives.HegivesTaminasomemoney.HeisbraveenoughtoopposeaLacunagovernment

andisalmostkilledforthesame.

 Tamina is resilient.She sticks to herfamily and fends forherchildren despite the

disappearanceofherhusbandandlossofproperty.Sheworksfrom beforecock-crowtolate

evening.Shefetcheswater15kilometersaway.
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 Sheisassertive.SheoutrightlytellsBengooffforhisroleinscatteringherfamily.She

criticizesKingKutula'scommemorationceremonyandthe"invitationofherdaughtertothe

ceremonythatshetermsasa“paganfestival."(pg.42).

 Lacunaisdictatorial.Herulesbyan iron fist.HedemandsthatJudah killshisbrother

Bengo,"rubmypainingsidewiththeredbalm ofloyalty"(pg.23).Heismurderous.Heorders

thekillingofBengotwiceandfortunatelyforthelatter,hecheatsdeath.

 Beingapoormanager,heinauguratesthedam leadingtothedryingofstreamsandbrooks.

 Chipande'sgreedisevidentthroughhisrequesttoLacunatogivehim thesolemandateto

plantcoffee.Healsobuyslandfrom peopleatverylowpricesandheislargelyselfishashe

misadvisesthegovernmentforhisselfishgains.

MovementTwo

SceneOne

Summary

Kutula'sCommemorationCeremony

 ThesceneissetatKutulaPeoples'Park.ThestageissetforthecelebrationofaNational

CommemorationDayandalltheleaders,delegates,bosom friendsofKutulaRepublicand

othercitizensaregatheredatthepark.

 MissGerima,theteacherishelpingthedancerswiththefinaltouchesofrehearsalsbefore

theritualbegins.
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 Lacunastepsforwardtotheroyalgravetoperform thecommemorationritual.

 ApitcherwithwaterishandedtoLuluwhowashesLacuna'shands.Lacunathenpours

wateratthefootofthegraveandthenLuluputsthecrownonhishead,giveshim the

mandatetoleadanddeclaresthedaytobeanationalrestday.

 MelissacommentsthatthecrowndoesnotfitLacuna'sheadandSangoiisquicktosayit's

timeLacunaputthecrownasideashedoesn'tfitthemandate.

 Aftertheceremony,LacunainvitesSangoiandtheschoolchildrentoabanquetinhis

palace.HeistodiscusswithSangoimattersofevacuationofthepeople,topavewayfor

theirrigationproject,althoughheisawarethatsheisagainsttheproposal.

 LacunathenleadshisguestsinthebanquetandistolatershareamealwithLuluathis

privatechambersasrequiredbythecustom.

Tasks

l.Describetheritualsperformedduringthecommemorationchronologically.

2.WhatdoesLacunameanby"customsmustbowtonationalemergencies"(pg.57)?

3.Identifytheironyofthequoteinnumber2above.

4.CommentonSangoi'ssaying,"Whenthedeadmurmurinaconscience,theguiltyhearinitthe

terrorofthunder,ourforefathersaidit"(pg.56).

5.HowdoyouthinkthenationalrestthatLacunadeclaresimpactsontheeconomy?

6.WhydoyouthinkSangoi,theeldersandthetwowhitemenfailtorespondtoMalipoa?

7.Explainthesymbolism inLacuna'scrownthatdoesnotfitandislop-sidedonhishead.

8.WhoisGerimaandwhatisherroleinthecommemorationceremony?

9.DescribeMelissa'sroleintheepisode.

Commentary

 Theauthordemonstratesthesuperstitioustraditionalpracticesofcommemoratingthedeparted

leadersinKutula.Thecurrentleaderisgiventhemandatetolead,bytheyouth,afterthe

performanceofaritual."...Ourancestorsdemandthatouryouthsgiveusmandatetoleadthem

totheirfuture..."(p.53).
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 MelissaandSangoi'scriticism ofLacuna'scrownindicatesadisapprovalofleadershipandalack

ofrespectandsupportforhim."...Thecrowndoesnotfithim..."(p.55)."...Itislop-sidedonhis

head..."(Pg.55).

 Melissa'sdisinterestintheritualisbasicallybecauseLacunahaschosenLulu,anineteen-year-

oldschoolgoinggirl,asthemessenger.Heissettogetintimatewithherintheprocess.

 Lacuna'saddresstothegraveofhisfatherisacaseofapostropheintheplay.Headdresseshis

latefathertobringouttheimmediacyofthefestival.

 Traditionsdemandthatthedeadmustnotbeoffended."..lfourfatherswouldhaveussharethe

sameplatform..."(p.55).Thedispleasureofthedeadcanbeunbearabletotheliving.

 Lacunaisasticklerfortraditionandsuperstition.Heperformstheritualasrequiredbycustom.

HereadilyagreestotheadviceandguidancethatheisgivenbyMalipoa,histraditionaladvisor.

 MelissaandSangoiarecriticalandobservant.Theyarekeentonoticethelop-sidedcrownon

Lacuna'shead,Theyimplythatheisnotfitforleadership.

SceneTwo

Summary

Lacuna'sBusinessDealswiththeImperialists

 Thesettingshiftstotheleader'spalaceformally,Governor

 Macay's residence which has now been extensivelymodernized.Itis here thatLacuna,

GoldsteinandRobert'smeetingtakesplace.

 ChipandewelcomesGoldsteinandRoberttothepalace.Theyarecatchinguponthejustended

commemorationceremonybeforeLacunaarrives.

 Chipanderudelyhandlestheattendant.Hebragsabouthow hetreatsthem insummary

statementsinthenameofdemocracyanddevelopmentwhilefaultingKingKutulaforhaving

treatedeveryoneequally.

 RobertsarcasticallypointsathowAfricanslovecelebrationsattheexpenseofseriousissues

liketimemanagementandeconomy.Chipandecomesindefensesaying.thedrumsofprayer

andthanksgivingareintendedtobringthedeadandthelivingtocommunion."(pg.59).

 Robert'scontemptforAfricansisevidentwhenhesaysthewhitesaresuperiorandthat"it's

chokingme.doingbusinesswithimmoralragamumns..."(pg.60).HeaddsthatAfricanleaders

borrow moniesabroadinthenameofthenativesonlytoenrichthemselves-themoneyhas
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availednothingtothepeople.

 Withreferencetotheextravagantandunnecessarybanquet,henotesthatmostdrinksand

mealsservedareimported.ThecoffeeisgrownbythelocalsbutthenexportedtoLondonfor

processingthensoldbacktothem.Robertwonders,"Howcanwedobusinesswithpeoplelike

these?"(pg.61).

 Goldstein'sperspectiveofbusinessistolend,makeprofitandenslavethenativesby"...putting

thenoose

 theWhitemanandpoisonedhisownfathertodeath."Helovedme,butIkilledhim."(Pg.69).

However,hegoesaheadtojustifythemurder,"..myfatherlovedmebutIlovedmypeople

more...that'swhyhehadtodie."(Pg.69).

 GoldsteinrecountswhattheyhavedoneforLacunaandthenatives"financedhis

inauguration....Look,aroundthirtyuniversitieswithultra-modernequipmentcomputer.

...miningCompany

 RobertandLacunafalloutbecausetheformerisquicktocriticizeLacuna'sleadership.

 PlanetWorldFinanciersLimitedhadextendedaloanofthirtybillionto salvageKutula's

economy.LacunagetsarrogantwhenGoldsteindemandsanaccountofhowthemoneywas

spentbecausehehasnoanyrecordofexpenditure.Hethreatenstoleavetheofficeandto

freezeLacuna'saccountsabroad.

 Lacunatonesdownandadmitstohaveembezzledthefunds;heboughthimselfasleek

aircraftandhasbankedthirtypercentofthemoneyinforeignaccounts.Healsodisclosesthat

hesharesthemoneywithotherleadersfortheirpersonalbenefits.

 Lacunacannotaccountfortherestofthemoney.Yetheclaimstobegivingthenativesfree

medicalservices,education,food,etc.

 Goldstein isnow seated on thethroneand takesadvantageofan intimidated Lacuna's

ignorance,mismanagementoffundsandpoorgovernancetosethim intobiggerloans.

 Lacunanowwantsanotherbiggerloantoboostthe

 economyandreclaim hispopularityamongthepeopleyethasnowayofpayingtheloanback

sincethe"...exports,silver,runningataloss..."(pg.75)andfanninghasdismalreturns.

 Todate,KutulahasaloanadvancementofninetyeightbillionexclusiveofinterestandLacuna

andhisministersoweRobertandGoldsteinahundredandtwentytwobillionwhichshouldbe

paidwithinamonth.However,thedebtwillbepaidbyLacuna'ssubjects.

 Lacunaisgivenconditionsuponthenewloanextendedtohim byGoldstein.
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 Heistoensuremoneyispaidforjobsdoneandnotofficesandpositionsandtoavoid

nepotism.

 Heisalsotoremovecontrolsonpricesespeciallyfortheforeignexchange.

 Heshouldincreasetheproductionofsilverandcoffeeforexport.Lacunaisalsotocutdown

onemploymentandensurelongerhoursforworkers.

 Concerningagriculture,heistoevacuatetheoccupantsofthevalleytopavewayforthe

irrigationproject.

Tasks

1. Stateinstancesofsarcasm anddiscusstheirsignificance.

2.Howeffectivelydoesthewriterportraygreedinthisscene?

3.ContrastthecharactersofRobertandGoldsteinasportrayedinthescene.

4.ExplainthemotivesofbothGoldsteinandLacunathatleadtoKingKutula'sassassination.

5."Andweletyourunit.Didn'tinterfere"(pg.70),ExplainthisstatementasmadebyGoldstein.

6.OutlinetheconditionsthatGoldsteinandRobertimposedonLacuna.

7.DemonstrateinwhatwaybusinessbetweentheWestandKutulahas"nohumanface".(pg.82).

8."Themotherbefriendedtheweaverbird"(pg.82).WhatdidLacuna'sfathermeanbythis

statement?

9.Inyouropinion,how doestheWhitemanstandtobenefitfrom theconditionsheimposes

beforeadvancingaloantoLacuna?

Commentary

 Thereareanumberofinstancesofsarcasm inthescene.Goldsteincommentsaboutthenative's

obsessionwithcelebrations"...Youpeoplecelebrateeverythingevenwhenthesunshrivels..."(pg

59).

 Robertsarcasticallysays,"Oh!I'dlovetosee...thedeadandthelivingsharing!"(p.59).

 GoldsteinflattersLacuna'sleadershipwithsarcasm whenhecompareshisregimetothatofhis

latefather,KingKutula.Hetakesadvantageofhisgreedanduseshim toachievehisagendaas

thequeen'srepresentative."...ItwastimetobringKutulabacktodignityandhighcivilization...our

peoplefoundaman...yourExcellency...amanofaction...you."(p.68).

 TheauthorsatirizesLacunawhenheblameshislatefatherforhavinglefthim adisastrous
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leadershipforinheritance.HeblamesKutula'saversenaturetoeconomicdevelopmentandhis

strangeobsessionwithmultiplicationofmosquesandchurcheswhichleavestheeconomyin

shamblesyethe(Lacuna)hasnotsustained,andinsomecases,notstartedanyofthe

economicprojectsforwhichhehasbeenadvancedbillionsofshillingsasloansforfunding.

 Lacunaiscastfoolishlyasaleaderwhocanneitheraccountfortheexpenditureoftheloan,

whichheembezzledwithhiscronies,northeprojectsathand.

 Itisalsoironicalhow LacunaclaimsthatKutulaisasovereignstateyethehasbroughtits

economytoitsknees;itisheavilyindebt.Goldsteintellshim "...Asovereignstatewithout

authorityandmoneyislowerthanaslave..."(p.74).

 Lacunaandhisleadersdemonstrateinsatiablegreed.Theygrabeveryavailablechancetosteal

from thestate.Lacunaandhiscroniesembezzlebillionsofshillingsadvancedasloansleaving

whiteelephantprojectsandindustriesthathavesuffereddiremismanagement.

 Lacunausespartoftheloanstobuyhimselfanaircraftandheabdicatesthemanagementof

themoneytohiscronieswhoshareitravenously.(Hedemandsforcertainpercentagesfor

personalusefrom everyloanadvanced).Goldsteindescribesthesecroniesas".agreedy

bunchofincompetentswhocan'tseeadimewithoutgettinglibidinousconvulsionsdowntheir

midriff?"(pg76).

 Racism isevidentthroughRobertwhonotonlyunderminesthenativesbutisalsosickenedby

theirwayoflife.Hecannotstandtheircustomsandtheirnauseatingsuffocatingloyaltyof

"...crawlingonthefloor...fawning...mothering..."(p.60).

 InternationalbusinesspracticebetweenKutulaandimperialists,whichhasnohumanface,is

puttingpressureonbothLacunaandthecitizensandworkingtothedetrimentofthewelfare

ofKutula.Residentshavetobeevacuatedfrom theirhomestopavewayforagriculture,

salarieshaveto beslashed,peoplehaveto beretrenched and moreincomehasto be

generatedattheexpenseofthepeople.

 Lacuna kills his own fatherto take overleadership in Kutula.Itis an actofbetrayal,

assassinationandgreed.Heclaimsthathisfatherrandownthecountryandneededtopayup

withhislife.ItisbecauseofgreedthatLacunafallspreytoGoldstein'smissionofeliminating

hisfather.Embezzlement,corruptionandmismanagementoftheeconomybyLacunaandhis

allieshaverundownthecountrytoshambles.

 LeaderLacunaisnepotisticandirresponsible.Hekeepsnorecordoftheborrowedmonies

spenton projects.He has employed politicalfriends and clansmen with whom he has

squanderedmoneythatisborrowedandhasrundownmanyaproject.Themachinesare

rotten,farminghasfailedyethehasstashedhugeamountsofmoneyinhisforeignaccounts

andboughtapersonalaircraftwiththeloan,tostayabovethepeople.

 ItisironicalthatLacunaregardsKutulaasasovereignstateyetitisbrokeandbeggingforaid.
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Hismisrulehasmadethestatesinklowerthanthestatusofaslave.

 Thescenehasnumerousproverbs.LacunaquestionsRobert,"Howisafathertobeifvisitors

cometoadvisethechildrenabouttheirtoys?"(pg.81).Thisimplies

 Lacuna'sdiscontentmentwiththeinterferenceinKutula'sforeignmattersbytheWhiteman.

 ThedeathofKingKutulaXVistoldthroughaflashback.Lacunarevealsthedayhepoisonshis

fatheranddescribesthemannerinwhichheadministersthepoison.Hisguiltisevidentbuthe

coversitthroughthejustificationofhisevilact.Hesays,"Heboughtitwithhislifesothatwe

caninheritacomfortablelife."(p.69)

 Lacunaisportrayedasincompetent.Hecanhardlyaccountforaloanborrowedbythestate.

AllprojectstobefundedbytheloanarestalledandyetLacunahasnosufficientinformationof

theprogress.Heisalsogreedy.Lacunademandsforthirtypercentofanygrantsorincome

thatthestategets.Hekillshisfathertoinherithisposition.

 Goldsteinisopportunisticandselfish.Heisonlyconcernedabouttheprofithewillmakefrom

doingbusinesswithLacuna.Hedoesn'tcarewhethertheloanheadvancesKutulawillbenefit

thepeopleornot.

 Heismanipulativeanddeceptive;hemanipulatesanddeceivesLacunatokillhisfather.

Goldstein'splanistohaveacompromisingleaderlikeLacunawhom hecanmanipulateand

controlatwill.

 Theimperialistsareselfishandopportunistswho onlycareaboutmakingprofitsinthe

businessdealbetweenKutulaandtheEmpire.Thebusiness'hasnohumanface.'Impossible

conditionsdetrimentaltothewelfareofthepeoplearelaiddowniftheloanKutulaneedsisto

beadvancedprofitstheystandtomake.

SceneThree

Summary

ResistanceandRebellion

 Thesceneisstillinthepalace.Sangoiandrespectedleadersfrom BukelengeBasinhavecome

toseeLacunaovertheevacuationofpeoplefrom thevalleytoSamuka.

 Lacunawantstheelderstoconvincetheoccupantsofthegovernment'sintentiontorelocate

them andusethefertilebasinstoreclaim agricultureastheBukelengevalleyisearmarkedfor

development

 SangoiandtheeldershaveputitplainlytoLacunathattheevacuationwillnotbepossible.



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchool,PrimarySoftcopyNotes0714497530

 LacunaisannoyedbytheirdisobedienceandblamesSangoiforpoisoningtheopinionleaders

againsttheirrigationproject.Hesays,"...thissilentrebellion...anythingtodowithyou?"(Pg.85).

Lacuna'scontemptforhissubjectsisevidentwhenhesaysthemassisilliterateandthey

cannotthinkofinternationalbusiness.

 LacunathreatenstoeliminateSangoiashetellsChipandethatthatistheonlywayforhim to

remainonthethrone.Hesensesstrongoppositionfrom SangoibearingSangoi'spopularity

amongstthepeoplewhichhedoesnottakeforgranted.

 LuluisexpectedtospendanightwithLacunaintheRoyalchamberastheAnnualCustom

demands.AllthepreparationshavebeendonebyChipande.ApparentlyLuluandLacunafailto

showup.

 LacunafearsthathisleadershipwillfailbecauseRobertmighthavedefiledLulu'spuritybefore

unitingLacunawiththepowerfuldeadandtheunbornoftheworld."Shestandsinthegapand

mustusherintomorrow'ssun.Sheisthebridge."(pg.88).

 LacunatriestolureLulubyhispowerandaluxuriantlifestyleagainstthatofLuluthatispoor.

Hetellsher,"...whatwillyourmothergiveyou?(Pg.93).ButLuluremainsfirm thatsheistoo

youngforhim andstillinschool;besides,sherespectsMelissa.Shewonderswhyshehas

beenconfinedinthepalaceandwantstogohome.

 TheritualispostponeduntilafterfourweeksandLuluwillbeconfinedinthechamberstobe

cleansedandtakencareofsothat"...nottoangerandpainandworrythewiseoneswithinthe

deep(pg.92)

 Meanwhile,thereisapeacefuldemonstrationoutsidebythepeoplefrom Malima— Tema

againsttherelocationofpeoplefrom thevalley.Women,menandchildrenarecarryingtwigs

anddoves,singing,dancingandmarching.

 Meshak,thecommanderofthearmedforces,reportsthatthedemonstrationisharmlessand

thereisnoneedofusingguns.

 Lacunaisannoyedtohearthatnoonehasbeenshotorimprisoned.Hethreatensthatany

leaderwhowillnotsupporttheevacuationwillbedismissedforthwithandreplacedbypeople

from theroyalclanregardlessoftheirlevelofeducation.

Tasks

1.StateinstancesofsuperstitioninScene3.

2.InwhatwaysdoestheBukelengeBasindisappointleaderLacuna?

3.ContrastthereprisalofnativesduringKingKutula'sreigntotheprotestbytheBukelenge

mountainoccupants.
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4."Butletallbedoneinwisdom..."(pg.92).Show how Lacunatakes[eaveofwisdom inthis

scene.

5.WhatcharactertraitofLacunaisrevealedwhenherespondstoSangoisaying,"Theirsecond

alternative,begins,SangoiAndno,gooutthereandeffectobedienceuponmypeople.Two

weeks,Sangoi"(pg.86-87)

6.WhatisLacuna'sperceptionofwomeninlightofhowhedescribesMelissaon(pg.94)?

7.InwhatwaysdoesCommanderMeshackdisappointLacunawithregard to tracking the

insurgentsatMalima-TemaMountains?

8.Whatisyourunderstandingoftheword"cannibal"asusedinthescene?

Commentary

 TheauthordepictstheleadershipconflictbetweenSangoiandLacunaresultingfrom the

issueofevacuationoftheoccupantsoftheBukelengevalleyto"re-organizeourlandand

boostproduction."(p.84).

 Lacunabeginstoexperiencetheoppositionoftheopinionleaderswhodisagreewithhis

requesttohavethem convincetheresidents"astoournationalreasonsforsuchamove"

(p.85).

 Lacuna'sfaithinthesuperstitionspeggedontheyearlyritualofunitingthepowerfuldead

andtheunbornchildrenremainshisonlyhopeofsustaininghisleadershippositionby

makingthemidnightsacrificesofpoliticalperpetuation.

 PoliticalsacrificestartswhenBukelengeoccupantsorganizeapeacefulmarchtothepalace

carryingdoves.Noteventhearmycandisperseorhurtthewomenandchildrenbecausethey

areharmless."Theycarrytwigsandfarm toolsinsteadofguns!"(p.91).

 TheoccupantsofBukelengeareportrayedaspeacefulandharmonious.Theyallagreeto

expresstheirgrievancesjustastheirleaders'adviceanddirectthem,peacefulandbloodless.

 LuluisbroughtforthandallshewantsistogohomedespiteLacuna'sattempttotreather

warmlyandpraiseherbeauty,andenticeherwithhisthroneandpower."Isawyou...myeyes

havebeenalldazzle'(pg.93).

 "...makingmeyoungagainbutabeggar,aworshipperatthedoorofyourheart."

 Lacunaisdisrespectfulofhiswife,Melissa.Hedescribesherwithinsolenceinhisattemptto

lureLuluandwhenLuluturnsdownhisproposalclaimingthatsherespects.

 Melissa,hesays,"Ademon!Atongueoflivinglightning,oversizedmatchstickofangry
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dynamite...oldwarclub,cobra-headedhandgrenade..."(p.94).

 CommanderMeshackisdutifulandresponsive.HereportspromptlytoLacunaaboutthe

progressofthepursuitoftheinsurgentswhichhesayswaswithoutcasualtiesasitwasa

peacefulprotest.HeisobedientashefollowsLacuna'sorderstocarryontheevacuationand

todismissanysympathizersoftheprotesters.Heisorderedtoreplacethem withotherpeople

regardlessoftheireducationandobeys.

 Malipoaisarealisticandcautiousperson.HeconstantlywarnsLacunaagainst

overzealousness."...doallthesethings...letallbedoneinwisdom ifyouaretostay

secure."(pg.92).

 Lacunaisseenasseductive.Heattemptstoseduce19year-oldLuluwhoisattractedtohim

andisunwillingtorelatewithhim."No!...Iwillnever"(pg93)."I'm yourdaughtermanytimes

over,"(pg.93).Hetellsher,"Ilookatyourbeautyandnobility...makingme...abeggar,a

worshipperatthedoorofyourheart."

 Luluisassertive.SheisnotreadytogetintoarelationshipwithLacuna,aleader,whoisasold

asherfather.Sherespectshim andthewife,Melissa.Allshewantsistogohometoher

parents.
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MovementThree
SceneOne

Summary

JudahZenMelo'sDeath

 ThesceneissetinTaminaZenMelo'shut.ItisintheeveningandTaminahasjustentered

withabundleoffirewood.

 Judahhaswrittenalettertoinform herthathewillbecominghomethatdaythesecondof

September.Intheletter,Judahwantstoknowthewhereaboutsofhischildren.

 ThisremindsTaminahowLulu,theirdaughterhasbeenconfinedinthepalacewithapromise

ofanew homeandlandinthemountainswhichshedetests.Shesays,"...andhehadthe

prudencetosaltmyrawwoundIspatonhisfaceandheandhisfriendsfledfrom mycooking

spoon."(pg.98).

 SangoivisitsTamina'shutshortly.Theissueofevacuationisagraveonebutall,including

Tamina,willrallybehindher.ShereportsthatshehasnotseenLuluinthepalaceandthat

JudahwasvisitedintheminesconcerningLulu'smarriagetoLacuna.

 Thoughhiding,SangoibearsthebadnewsofZenMelo'sdeath.Taminasays,"...myhusbandis

dead,that'swhatyoucametotellmebutyoudidn'thavethecourage.Isittrue?"(Pg.100).

Judahdiesatthemineswhenthemachineheoperatessnapsandcrusheshim.Taminais

inconsolablydesperateandbreaksintomourning.

 BengostopsbyTamina'shouseandfindsherbesideherselfwithgriefandwantstoassign

somewomentotakecareofher.TheMother'sUnioninherchurchwilllookintoherneeds.

 TaminaisdisillusionedanddisappointedbyLacuna'sleadership.Hehastakenherhusband,

sons,Luluherdaughterandhervalley.Shehasnothingandnoonetohelpher.Sangoi

consolesTamina.

 Tasks

1. HowdoesthediscussionbetweenSangoiandTaminaatthestartofthesceneprepareSangoi

tobreakthenewsofJudah'sdeath?

2.DescribetheeventsthatleadtoJudahMelo'sdeath.

3.Discussthethemeofhopelessnessanddisillusionmentinthescene,

4."ThemoledigsGod'searthmerelytolivein...grassgrowsinthesoilhethrewaside."Discuss

thesignificanceofthissayinginthescene.
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5.WhichdiseaseisSangoireferringtobysaying,"...thisstrangediseasefrom acrossthe

seas.Thedisease."

6.Identifyandexplainaninstanceofbiblicalallusionfrom thescene.

 Commentary

 Thescenebeginswithfantasy.Taminaisexcitedaboutapossiblebrightfuturewithherfamily

butironicallydeathisimminent.ZenMeloiskilledinapremeditatedmurderattheminesby

thefaultymachines.Hehasservedfaithfullywiththehopetocontributetothequadruplingof

productionandtoprovidefortunestochangethelifeofhisfamilyforthebetter.Taminalooks

forwardtobettertimes.

 Thestatehasbetrayeditsown.Zelodieswiththeefforttoincreasetheproductionofsilverto

meettheconditionsoftheimperialistsyetthestatewon'tprotectitsownwiththeright

workingconditions.

 ThenewsofZelo'sdeathcreatestheatmosphereofhopelessnessanddespair.Thestrawsof

hopethatTaminahadleftareallgone.ZenMelo'sdeathisamarkofherimminentmisery.

 Patriotism isportrayedbySangoiwhoinsistsuponBengotoensurethat'nolifeislost'intheir

protestmissionagainstLacuna'sleadership.

 Bengoisportrayedassupportive.HerallieshissupportbehindSangoi,"thepeople'swould-be-

saviour,""weareallunited,awomanshallleadus"(p.103).

 Lacunaisirrationalandimpulsiveasheasksforthecommander'suniform toassumetotal

controlunderstrictmartiallaw.Hedeclaresacurfewandissues'shootonsight'ordersforlaw

breakers.Hismoveisreceivedwithgreatresistance,oppositionandrebellionbythepeople.

 Lacunaiscarnal.HeordersMalipoatobringLulualongasheissettomarryherwithouther

consent.ShetellsLacuna,"...keepmehereagainstmywill...youkilledmyfather...Iwillnever

beyourwife"(p.121).Hissolemotivationofgettingintimatewithherisinordertogetthe

mandateofleadership.

SceneTwo

Summary

MartialLawandLacuna'sPredicaments

 Itisinthepalace.LacunahasaheatedargumentwithMalipoaoverwhenhewillhaveLuluasa

wife.MalipoasaysanotherweekwillbeneededbecauseLuluisstillmourningherfather'sdeath.

 LacunaisdisappointedbyLulu'sconsistentresistancetohisadvances.Hehaspouredlibationsto
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her late father's spirit; he has channeledalotoffinancestohercomfortinthe

palaceandhasofferedTaminavastlandsandlabourerstotillthelandbutshehasspurnedhis

advances.

 RobertandGoldsteinarebacktoseeLacunaafteramonthtoassesstheprogressmadein

meetingtheconditionslaidfortheloangrant.

 Apparently,tea,coffee,silvershownopromise,themachinesarebrokendown,andthe

industriesareinshamblesbesidesassassinationsofworkers.

 Theoccupantsofthevalleystillaredueforevacuation

 Notashillingoftheonetwentybillionborrowedisusedbeyondthepalace.

 LacunasaysthepoorproductionisasaresultofrottenmachinesandthedeathofJudahwho

wasthemachineoperator.However,Roberttellshim thattheyknowJudahwasmurderedandnot

theoldmachine'serroraswasreported.

 GoldsteinholdsthegadgetscreentoLacunatoread,"MeneMeneTekel'(pg.109),meaninghehas

beenweighedandfoundwantingandGodhasnumberedhiskingdom.

 WhenLacunabluntlystatesthathewillpaytheloanwhenhewants,allhismoneyintheprivate

accountsabroadistransferredtopaythedebt.Robertsays,"Wemustrecoverourdebt."(pg.112).

 LacunahasbeendisabledcompletelybutordersthearrestofRobertandGoldstein.Healso

declaresacurfewfrom dawntodusk.

 LacunaordersChipandetocanceltheevacuationplans,suspendalltheworkers'salaries,and

interdictallpublicofficialsincludingcouncilors,ministers,directorsandprincipals.Lacunahimself

istobethecommanderinchiefinplaceofMeshak.

 Lacunahasextendedahundredpercenttaxontheprofitsmadebyallcorporations,banks,

parastatalsandbusinessesandthemoneytobecollectedintothenationalkittyunderhiscustody.

 Chipandewarnshim ofmoreriotsnow thatthesituationisvolatilebecauseoftheplansto

forcefullyevacuatethepeoplefrom thevalley.

 LacunawantstobejoinedtoLuluinaholymatrimonybeforesunset.Malipoahasgonetofetch

herandbeforehecomesback,LuluenterstomeetLacunawithoutpermissionfrom eitherthe

attendantorLacunahimself,

 LacunaaccusesLuluofanaffairwithRobert.Luluobjectstotheaccusationbutthenapologizes.

Shewantstogo

 homeforthesecondintermentofherlatefatherandfearsforhernamebeingtarnishedas"a

palacegolddigger"(pg.119)besides,hermotherhasdisownedher.
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 Luluwantstopursueheracademicsandbecomeadoctor.SherejectsLacuna'sadvancesoflove

andallureofpleasures.LacunaisinfuriatedandslapsLulu.

 Inannoyance,LuluremindsLacunahowhehaskeptherinthepalaceagainstherwill,killedher

father,impoverishedthem andmadethem slaves.Besides,heistentimesherfather'sageand

willnevergetmarriedtohim.

 LuluisforcefullyledoutbyChipandeandtheguardandconfinedtoherquartersunderLacuna's

commandpendingaforcefulmarriage.

Tasks

1. "Allthewiseoneshaveordered,Ihavefulfilled."Outlinealltheordersandhow Lacunahas

fulfilledthem.

2. "Theymustplaythegame-totally,ifbothpartiesaretobenefit"(pg.107).Whatdoes

Robertmeanbythis?

3.WhydoyouthinkJudahMeloismurderedinthemines?

4.StatetheforeignbanksthatLacunahassavedhismoneyin.

5.Citeinstancesofironyandsarcasm inthescene.

6."Didthesehandsembraceaforeigner?"(pg.118).WhatwouldbethetraditionalimplicationofLulu

embracingaforeigneronthenightofthecommemoration?

7.OutlinetheweaknessofLacuna'sleadershipasportrayedinthescene.

8.ContrastthecharacterofLacunaasaleaderandasacarnalmanwithreferencetotheadvances

hemakesonLulu.

Commentary

 The scenes presentcases ofdisillusionment.Lacuna is desperate and disillusioned as

everythingisworkingagainsthim.Luluwon'tgiveintoLacuna;RobertandGoldsteinclearhis

foreignaccountstopaytheaccruingdebt;citizensareagainsthisleadershipandthesilent

onesareabouttounleashtheirwrathonhim settinghim upfördesperation.Hemakes

desperatemoves.

 Authoritarianism isatapeakinthescene.Lacunadeclaresmartiallaw,declaresaduskto
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dawncurfew,freezessalaries andfirespeopleen-masseandcontinuestodetain

Lulu,andissuesashootonsightorderforthievesandlooters.

 Imperialism isportrayedtoo.RobertandGoldsteineffecttheirthreataftertheirfailuretomeet

theconditionsandtheimpacttricklesdowntothecitizens.Evacuationwillaffectthem,by

emptyingLacuna'saccounts,allorganizationswillbetaxedby100%.Robertisawarethat

Judahwasmurderedinthemine;thewhitesseeminglyknow thenitty-grittyofLacuna's

administration.Theyareincontrol."ItwasmurderforpoorJudah..."(p.109).

 Lacunaisgreedyandselfish.Hewantstorecoverhissweptaccountsbyimposinghimselfand

stealingfrom thepoorcitizens.Hedeclaresmartiallawandmakesdrasticanderraticorders

targetedatthepeopleandmeanttofrustratethem.HedetainsLuluforonemoreweekto

marryherandgetthemandateofleadershipfrom her.

 Luluisboldandcandid.SheconfrontsLacunaforkillingherfather,andforbeingundependable,

selfishandanoppressiveleaderwithaperfectedartofkeepingcitizensinpoverty.Shevows

nevertomarryhim.

 RobertandGoldsteinsatirizeLacuna'smiseries.Theyseem particularlyexcitedatcatchinghim

unawares.Theymuseathisshockontheirknowledgeofhisfinancialstanding,whenthey

transferhissavingsfrom hismanyforeignaccountstheyaddresshim sarcastically"...'Twas

nicedoingbusinesswithyou,oldpal..."(p.112).anduseaproverbtomockhim.Goldstein,

whatwasthatacrudeproverbyouarefondofusingaboutthesepeople?"(p.110)"...A

tetheredhenhasnopower?"

 GoldsteinandRobertaremercilessandruthless.TheyclearLacuna'saccountsinaneffortto

effecttheirconsequencesforunmetforeignconditions,

 TheauthorsatirizesLacunabycasting him asanignorantand arrogantleader.Lacuna

threatensGoldsteinwhenheinsiststhatnewplayerswillbeinvolvedinbusiness.Lacunatells

him "...Apythonneverstrikesexceptinhunger..."(pg.108).WhenGoldsteinandRobertcorner

him andclearhisforeignaccountsinforeigncountries;Lacunapanicsandbeginstopleadfor

pardonandasecondchance,Nonetheless,theytransferthemoneyfrom hisaccountandhis

balancereadszero.

 LacunademandsthatGoldsteinandRobertgivehim gunsandammunitiontoforcehispeople

outofthemountainsiftheyresist,inordertofulfilltheconditionspeggedontheloan.Thisis

satiricalandquitelaughable.

 RobertandGoldsteinseem tohavefirst-handinformationabouteverythinggoingoninKutula.

Theyknow thatJudahMeloiskilledinanarrangedmurderinthefactory.WhenLacuna

claimsthathisattempttofulfilloneoftheconditionsgivenproduceddisastrousresults,to

meanthatJudahiskilledbyaccident,Robertrespondssaying,"ItwasmurderforpoorJudah.

"(pg.108)
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MovementFour
SceneOne

Summary

PlanstoOverthrowLacuna'sGovernment

 Itisatdawninahouseinthedenselyforestedmountains.Bengoischairingameetingofagroup

ofleadersfrom thevillagebothyoungandold,whichplanstooverthrow Lacuna'sgovernment.

Sangoicomesinlater.

 Thereisaconflictbetweentheyoungmaleleaderandtheelderlyleaderovertheprevious

approachtoissueswheretheelderlyleadershavebeenslow inthecauseoftheiractionsover

seriousmattersinthenameofcautionleadingtothecurrentpredicamentofthepeopleofKutula.

 Thegrouphastoreview theirapproachnow thatacurfew hasbeendeclaredtoensurethe

successofthedemo.TheyhavethesupportofeverytribeincludingsomeofLacuna'sloyalists.

 Bengosaysthatthemissionshouldbeaccomplishedwithoutpain,hateorbloodshed.Heinsists

onunitytowinandifnot.atleastdiedsaying,"no"totyranny;particularlythetyrannyofour

historyandinternationalneo-slavery."(pg.125).

 Sangoiisthefavouriteofeverybodyand thesuggested leaderafterLacunaisoverthrown.

However,sheacceptstheleadershipwithaconditiontowithdraw thearmedsectionofthe

movement.Thisreceivesalotofobjectionfrom theleaderswhofeeltheyshouldbearmed

becauseLacunahasanarmedarmy,too.

 Sangoiwillembarkonherchurchrolesandapoliticalleadersoughtafterwards.

Tasks

1.HowdoestheenemycatchBengoandhisfamilyoff-guardintheentireplay?

2."Wehavepersistedbecauseweknowandareconvincedthatourcauseisjust,"Givereasonsto

justifythisstatement.

3.WhydoyouthinkthepeoplehavesomuchconfidenceinSangoi?

4.Whatisthepurposeofthemeeting?

5.Explaintheconflictthatarisesbetweentheyoungandtheold.

6."Canyouimaginethebitternessthroughouttheland?"Commentonthisstatementwithregard
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totheepisode.

7.Outlinethedetailsoftheplanonhowtoattackthepalace.

8.Whatdoestheyoungleadermeanwhenhesays,"OurleopardsmoveamongLacuna'sforces"

(pg.124)?

9.Outlinethestepsthatthenewleadershipwilltaketorebuildthestate?

10.ExplainwhatSangoimeansbysaying"Theysquandereditandwehavefeltitsyokeonour

necks."

Commentary

 ItisevidentthattheleadersaredeterminedtobringchangeinKutula.Bengosaystheyareready

foranyeventuality."Ifwelose,posteritywillknowthatatleastwediedsaying,"no"totyranny...

ifwewin,weshallrejoice...know...weareaunitedpeople."(pg.125).

 ThechangeinKutulaisnotonlytheresponsibilityoftheleadersbuteverycitizen'sconcern.Unity

ofpurposeisevidentastheelderlyleadersays,"Andwe'vebeenjoinedbymillionsfrom allethnic

groupsandreligiousfaiths"(pg.124).Bengoreportsthat,"manyarewithusrightacross...the

land."(pg.125).

 Theneedforchangeismotivatedbythecontinuouspredicamentthenativeshavefacedovertime.

Theyarelandlessandservitude,"Amadhattercontinuestosellusout-slavesonourownsoil."

(pg.123),unemployed,"...lookatmewaitinghereforallmyeducation.Me!Agraduate."(Pg.123)

amongothers.

 Bengoisportrayedasasoberandaneffectiveleaderabletocalm downtheelderswhenthey

beginexpressingtheirdifferences.

 Theleaders'intelligenceisportrayedwhentheyorganizeawell-plannedmissionandchoose

Sangoiasaleadertoguidethem.

 Theyaretoavoidcausingharm toanyoneandthisissymbolizedbythecarryingofdoves "..to

signalourpeaceandresolve?"(Pg.127).TheypretendtobeloyaltoLacuna."Andourleopards

moveamongLacuna'sforces,pretendingloyalty."(pg.124).

 Theword"leopards"isusedmetaphoricallybytheyoungmaleleadertomean"prowlingspies."

 Sangoiiscastaslevel-headed.Sheadvocatespeacefulprotestsandspeaksagainstbloodshed.

 Sangoiiscommittedandsincere.Sheiswillingtoprotestagainstherbrother'sleadershipwhich
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shedoesnotrelateto.Sheisfightingforjustice.

 The"fivefoolishvirgins"(pg.124)isabiblicalallusionusedtolikentheleadersduringthemeeting

atdawntothefoolishvirginsafterSangoientersandtheleadersglidetothecornerreadytotake

off.

SceneTwo

Summary

Lacuna'sLossofPower

 ItisinthemorningandanagitatedLacunaandacoweringChipandeareinthepalaceandoutof

control.LacunahasfiredeverybodyincludingMalipoa.

 People have mobilized themselves and the demonstration is on.Lacuna orders forthe

mobilizationofthetroopstoattacktherabbleofdissidentsandordersforthedetentionofRobert

andGoldstein.

 LacunaisobsessedwithhavingLuluashissecondbride.HeinstructsChipandeamidstthe

confusiontopreparetobethebestmanduringtheceremony.

 Lacunaisadamantuntilhehearsthesoundsofgunshots.AttendantIlshowshim themarchhas

drawnclosetothepalacefrom alldirections.Thecityisunderattack,thebarrackshavefallenand

thepalacehasbeenbesieged.

 Theprotestorssurroundthepalacechanting,"DownwithLacuna!Corruptingourchildren!

Stealingfrom thepoor!Starvingthepoor!"...."Weshallnotbemoved"Downwithtyrants!"

"Downwithcurfewsinfreeland!"(pg.132).
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 MeanwhileBengo,SangoiandTaminacomeclosertoLacunaasBengoaddressesthecrowd

abouttheneedforjusticeandrestrainspeoplefrom usingviolenceagainstLacuna.

 ReverendSangoiaddressesthecrowdamidcheersandchantsofrevengetoperpetratorsofevil

from thecrowd.Sheconfirmstheneedtodealwiththeevilsofthepastbeforeforgingforward

withthereconstructionandhealingoftheland.

 Sangoiisquicktopointoutthattheeviloneshavereducedthepeopletobeggarsintheirown

homeland,theyouthintocriminalsanddrugaddicts,disintegrationoffamilies,"...TaminaZen

Meloandothers....sincedisasterstruckherhome,shehaslosthermind..••''(pg.135).

 LacunaisorderedtojoinRobertandGoldstein.Thecrowdreferstothem asleechesthatbleedthe

countrydry.Lacunaisguiltyoftyrannyandsinkingthecountryintodebts.

 SangoicommandsLacuna,MalipoaandChipandetobejailed.

 LacunablameshisadvisorsbutChipandesaysLacunaalwaysgaveorders.

 EvenafterSangoiiseducatedabroadandmarriedbyawhite,shedoesnotspareGoldsteinand

Robert.Thetwoforeignersaredeportedbacktotheircountry.

 SheinformsRobertinresponsetohisdemandfortheirdebtthatthemoneywasborrowedinthe

nameofthenativesbutsquanderedbyLacunaandhiscronies.

 LulumovestothefrontwheresheembraceshermotherTamina.SangoiquestionsLacunaover

Lulu'sconfinementandTaminaoutofrageslapsLacunaforconfiningherdaughterformanydays.

Tasks

1."Icanseefurtherwithoutglassesthanhewithhisspiritualbinoculars."Show theironyof

Lacuna'sstatementinlightoftheeventslaterinthescene.

2.WhatisSangoi'sroleinliberatingherpeople?

3."IAM POPULAR!Notso?"Commentontheironyofthisstatement.

4.OutlinetheevilsthatthenativeshavesufferedduetoLacuna'sleadership.

5.WhatisBengo'sroleduringthedemonstrations?

6."Hangtheleeches!Bleedingourcountrydry!"Explaintheabovestatements.

7.Identifyandexplaintheuseoflanguageinthisepisode.

8.WhatisSangoi'sattitudetowardsLacuna,RobertandGoldstein?
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Commentary

 Thereisarevolutionaspeopleoverthrowtheirleader.Asuccessfulcoupisstagedwherethe

palaceissurroundedandLacunatakenhostagebythepeopleandforthepeople.Theydeclare,

"...unitedinasinglejustcause,we,byourowneffort,canraiseourselvesupagain..."(p.133)

 ItisironicalthatGoldsteinthoughtthateducatingSangoiinthewestwouldmakeherdividethe

peoplefurtherbyindoctrinatingthem tosupportthewhitesbutsheturnsouttobethelioness

hefearedshewouldbecome.

 BetrayalofloyaltyisseenwhenChipandedisownsLacunaandsaysthathisroleasadviser

wasoverruledbyhisorders.

 Freedom andliberationcometothepeoplewhentheaustereleaderistakenhostage.

 SangoidemonstratesherauthoritativenesswhenGoldstein,Robert,Lacuna,Chipandeand

Malipoatakeherorders.Thewhitemenaredeportedandtheotherthreearelockedup.

 Bengodemonstratesmaturityinleadershipbyrestrainingthecrowdfrom anyform ofviolence.

 Theauthorsatirizestheleaders.AllislostforthetoughtalkingRobertandGoldsteinasthey

setouttodestabilizethecitizens.Lacunabowsandisnolongerpowerful.Heisinthehandsof

theverypeopleheoppressed.ChipandeandMalipoajointheirleaderincustody.

 Lacunaisdishonestandanescapist.HeblameshistyrannyonMalipoaandChipande.He

deniesthathistimeisupandinsists,"Thepeopleloveme,I'm popular,"(pg.131).

END


