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Section 1

1 - Work and study- always regular-free

Question:

• Do you work or are you a student?

• What work do you do? What subjects are you studying?

Answer:

• Do you work or are you a student?I’ve been working as an English teacher for about 15 years
now, and for the last 10 years I’ve specialized exclusively in teaching IELTS. And I absolutely
love what I do. Of course, sometimes I feel tired and emotionally drained, especially when I
have to mark my students’ essays until midnight... but I just don’t see myself being happier
doing anything else.

• Do you work or are you a student?It’s been a few years now since I started working full time. I
work in Experiential Marketing and I absolutely love it because it’s the type of job that really
lets you utilize all of your talents. One day you can be making a budget, and the next day you
can be learning to use a drill because you need to drill holes in the floor. It’s very versatile.
It’s for people who don’t want to be the same as the day before. (by Elena Korobskaya, a
band 9 scorer, watch a video on our Instagram)

• Do you work or are you a student?Well, when I left school, I got a degree in nursing, and
I’ve been working as a nurse at X hospital for almost 10 years now. Being a nurse is really
hard. I’m responsible for lots of different things such as preparing patients for examinations,
observing and recording patients’ conditions, measuring and recording their vital signs and
weight, providing emotional support to patients and their families, administering medications,
preparing rooms, cleaning and disinfecting equipment and instruments, or assisting doctors
during surgery. This list is endless. Also, every day I perform a really wide range of tasks
to provide care to my patients and resolve their problems. For instance, I thread and remove
catheters, apply and change wraps and bandages, feed patients who cannot feed themselves,
dress patients with physical challenges, help ambulatory patients walk, turn bedridden patients
to prevent pressure sores, and transport patients. There’s no such thing as a routine day in a
hospital, and you never know what to expect. That’s why it’s very tough job.

• Do you work or are you a student?I’m a student, and this is my final year at school. Now I’m
working hard in order to get passing grades to enter college in Canada. If everything is ok,
six months from now I’ll already be studying there. I want to major in Journalism as I like
writing essays and articles and want to work for some famous magazine or newspaper. I’m
going to do a three-year course at X college.

• Do you work or are you a student?I neither work nor study. At the moment I have a Bachelor’s
degree and I’m planning to apply for a Master’s degree as soon as I meet the requirements of
the program. It seems I’ve missed the boat for the fall semester, so I’ll try not to miss the
deadline for applying for the winter one.

• Do you work or are you a student?Neither. Having worked for many years in the field of
Advertising, I made a decision to upskill and now that I have completed a program, I want to
pursue a career in IT.

• Do you work or are you a student?Currently I’m unemployed. Half a year ago the company I
had been working at for many years started massive layoffs. One day I was made redundant
among others. Unfortunately, I’m still looking for a job which would be in line with my
qualifications and experience, but it’s not an easy task.
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Question:

• Why did you choose that job?

• Why did you choose to study that subject?

Answer:

• Why did you choose that job?Well, I guess the primary reason why I decided to pursue a career
in Finance was that I really loved Maths at school as I was always good at numbers. And
because of this, I thought it was the only possible choice I could make. So it wasn’t a tough
decision. And, thank God, I have never regretted it.

• Why did you choose to study that subject? Back in the day when I was a high school student,
I had an idea that I might like to do something related to fashion, but my parents insisted
on my choosing Accounting. Frankly, I wish I hadn’t listened to them as I don’t really enjoy
being an accountant.

Question:

• Do you like your job? (new ideas added on 18 November 2019)

• Is there anything you dislike about your job?

Answer:

• Do you like your job?I do. Mainly because it’s never boring. I love challenging tasks. In fact,
the more challenging, the better. Of course, I usually spend a lot of time and energy, put a
lot of effort in order to complete such tasks successfully, but job satisfaction that it gives me
significantly outweighs the hours, the stress and the hard work. Among other things, there’s
nothing to complain about as my remuneration is more than adequate, let alone all the perks
that my employer provides.

• NEW!! (for nurses) Is there anything you dislike about your job?I’d rather say there are
things that are really hard to manage or cope with. The hardest thing is that as a nurse, you
have to deal with life and death. And you never know what to expect. Also, you have to
work long hours, work on weekends, holidays and during night shifts, which is stressful. You
have to handle heavy workloads and paperwork. What’s more, you spend most of the time
walking, standing, lifting and bending, sometimes moving heavy equipment. And it seems
there is always someone who is complaining about something, trying to test the limits of your
patience. But despite all this, I don’t think I could do anything but nursing now.

• What do you dislike about your job?Well, I hate that I often have to work against the clock
to meet deadlines and it seems that I’ll never be able to escape this constant rat race. I feel
this jampacked schedule is robbing me of my life.

• What do you dislike about your job?The only thing that I don’t like is too much responsibility.
Of course, when I chose this job, I knew what I was getting into, but sometimes I can’t help
feeling envious of people who don’t have to make serious decisions and be responsible for the
results of the whole company.

Question:

• What was your dream job when you were young?

• Have you changed your mind on your dream job?
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Answer:

• What was your dream job when you were young?Oh, when I was younger, I wanted to either
become a CEO of a big company or be self-employed. I was really sure that this would bring me
an adequate remuneration and, as a result, a sense of satisfaction. What is more, I understood
that I was good at problem-solving and managing people, could take on responsibility and
work under pressure, which was very important for pursuing such careers.

• Have you changed your mind on your dream job?Well, on the whole, ‘no’ as this is what I still
dream about. However, now I realize that there are quite a lot of things in this career which
I didn’t think about at a younger age, for example, the fact that working under pressure is
robbing people of their life, taking them from their families and pushing them to participate
in the rat race in order to get recognition and good money.

Question:

• What do you like about your studies?

Answer:

• What do you like about your studies?I will probably sound a bit nerdy, but I’m happy that
school provides me with an opportunity to acquire knowledge about things I didn’t know
before. I guess that most subjects, we are taught, will help us to succeed in the future. So I
never miss lessons and complete all the assignments on time.

Question:

• What do you dislike about your studies?

Answer:

• What do you dislike about your studies?As a high school student, I can safely say that I dislike
school very strongly mainly because the teachers pile so much work onto us that we hardly get
5 hours of sleep a night during an average school week. You see, no matter when I go to bed,
I have to wake up early because my classes usually start at 8 am. To top it off, most subjects
are boring and irrelevant to our future careers. So it causes a lot of stress, making me and my
fellow students reluctant to study.

• What do you dislike about your studies?Well, my pet hate is that the school curriculum doesn’t
take into account individual differences and capabilities of students. All of us are different,
but we are supposed to study the same subjects at the same pace. Also, I don’t like the fact
that our educational system relies heavily on teamwork. Of course, I realise they’re trying to
teach us to collaborate, but I think it’s unfair that everyone gets the same grade irrespective
of how much each person has done.

2 - Hometown- always regular-free

Question:

• Please describe your hometown a little.

• What is your town well-known for?

• Do you like your home town?
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Answer:

• Please describe your hometown a little.Well, Delhi is the capital of India and by far the largest
city in the country. It’s a densely-populated place, so the city is always crowded and noisy.
Also, Delhi has the highest number of vehicles, therefore traffic congestion is a norm here.
Also, it has very rich history. For this reason, it’s really popular with tourists who come to
visit our wonderful temples and experience Indian culture. It’s never boring to live here as the
city provides a wide array of entertainment options. It is also home to our government and all
major institutions.

• Tell me a little about the place where you liveI live in Hong Kong. And I should say it’s a truly
unique place. When people generate an image in their heads of what Hong Kong looks like,
they envision a concrete jungle. They imagine movies with famous skyscrapers dominating
the skyline. Yeah, this is true that there are lots of skyscrapers here. But actually it’s the
biggest misconception about Hong Kong ’cause almost 65 per cent of its territory is parks,
beaches, and mountains. And there are lots of amazing hiking trails. Another interesting fact
is that Hong Kong is one of the world’s most expensive places to live in. Despite this, it’s one
of the most heavily populated cities in the world. Nearly 7,5 people live here. So there is a
lot of busy city life going on here, day and night. And it’s one of the world’s most densely
populated areas too, especially Hong Kong island. It has a population of more than 1 million
people although it’s relatively small. It takes just one hour to travel from one side of it to
the other. Since the population in is very dense, it is very common for apartment buildings
to have forty floors and for apartments to be very small. That’s probably the only thing that
makes me upset, but I’m used to it. As I’ve said before Hong Kong island is quite small, so
everything is linked quite closely, and the underground system is really efficient. It can take
you anywhere you want to get to. I love living here.

• Please describe your hometown a little.My hometown has just about one hundred thousand
people which is regarded as a small one. But despite its small size, people have a full access to
the same facilities as a large city offers such as department stores, schools, cafes, hospitals . . .
you name it. So I never feel trapped or limited in opportunities. There aren’t many vehicles
here, so it isn’t noisy and polluted. What is really important is that there are no traffic jams
even during rush hours.

• What is your town well-known for?Well, as it’s a resort town, people from all over the country
as well as from abroad come there to have a rest, sunbathe, swim, breathe sea air and eat
delicious seafood. At the height of the season, usually in July, the city is packed with people.
My hometown is famous for its rich nightlife as well. Along the harbour there are some amazing
nightclubs and bars for spending an unforgettable night out.

• What is your town well-known for?I believe a wealth of history and culture is a primary source
of attraction for tourists. People come there to visit museums and many places of historic
value such as X and Y. Every street is steeped in history. As the city is very old, it consists of
several parts. And walking around it, you can experience a journey through civilizations.

• What is your town well-known for?You see, as it’s an industrial city, I’m afraid, there’s nothing
it can boast of. There are neither ancient buildings nor other places of interest that could
possibly attract tourists. However, it is in my city that the best shoes are produced.

• Do you like your hometown?Yeah, it is never boring no matter what your interests. It’s a large
city, so you can easily find where to go and what to do. One thing I particularly like about it is
that although it is vast, there are a thousand small and intimate places there such as peaceful
gardens and small friendly restaurants.

• Do you like your hometown?I’m afraid not. I don’t think it’s a great place for living, and
what irritates me most is the quality of our roads as driving a car every day turns into
continuous detecting potholes instead of focusing on the road traffic. It’s more than frustrating.
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Unfortunately, this list goes on and on. There are too few green zones so the city looks like the
forest of high-rise office and residential buildings. You know, it’s impossible to get a lungful
of fresh air unless you drive 30 kilometres away from the city. And yet, the cost of living is
incredibly high.

Question:

• Is that a big city or a small place?

Answer:

• Is that a big city or a small place?It’s neither small nor big. Actually, it largely depends on
what city you compare it with. I would say it’s big enough to provide city dwellers with all
necessary facilities, whereas it’s nowhere near as large as New York or Sydney, for example.

• Is that a big city or a small place?Well, I’m from one of those everyone knows everyone towns.
So I have no trouble meeting people face to face and I’m glad all the facilities are within
walking distance. Just imagine, it takes just X minutes to get from one end of my hometown
to the other.

• Is that a big city or a small place?I live in a huge sprawling city. No, to say ‘huge’ is to say
nothing. Well, if you manage to view the city from a tall building, you get the feeling that it
doesn’t end. It just takes hours to go from one side of the city to the other.

Question:

• How long have you been living there?

Answer:

• How long have you been living there?Well, I’ve been living there since I was born. At times I
leave the city just for a while when I go on holidays.

• How long have you been living there?I’m new to the area and even don’t know anyone and
anything. So I can’t help feeling lonely, but I hope things will improve in the near future.

• How long have you been living there?I’ve been living here for 2 years now. I had to move here
to be with my husband who was offered a job here. And I understood that turning down that
offer was out of question.

Question:

• Do you think you will continue living there for a long time?

Answer:

• Do you think you will continue living there for a long time?Every time an opportunity to
move to a different place turns up, I come to realise that I want to be here above everywhere
else as the city is rich in everything you could possibly desire. There are lots of things to do
and places to go. What is most important for me is that X is the city of infinite possibilities
for ambitious and career-driven people like me as a lot of large international companies have
chosen it for their headquarters.

• Do you think you will continue living there for a long time?Well, I want to move to a larger city
as soon as possible as living here is unlikely to give me a chance to implement my goals and
make my all dreams come true. I’ve tried to, but couldn’t find a decent opportunity locally.
So, given half a chance, I’ll try to start a new life in a different place.
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• Do you think you will continue living there for a long time?No way will I stay here forever! To
be honest, I’ve been planning to move to a new place for a long time as I’m really fed up with
hustle and bustle of a large city. And living here is nothing but the rat race. You know, I feel
I’m already on the verge of getting burnt out.

Question:

• How has your town changed over the last 20 years?

Answer:

• How has your town changed over the last 20 years?Oh, I would say it has undergone sweeping
changes ‘cause those who haven’t been there for a long time can hardly recognise it. First of
all, the general quality of the city landscape has improved, so it’s way more beautiful now.
For instance, many ancient buildings have been restored and modern ones have been erected.
Therefore, it has turned into a remarkable tourist attraction.

• How has your town changed over the last 20 years?Well, as far as I can see, the city has
undergone tremendous changes as it has turned from a small peaceful town into a large bustling
city. It’s now approximately twice as large as it used to be. So it means that now it can boast
improved infrastructure, more places to visit and things to do as a lot of facilities have been
made available for people. Overall, I’d say the city has changed for the better, though there
are still issues with public transport which is as inefficient as many years ago.

• How has your town changed over the last 20 years?In my opinion, there have hardly been any
noticeable changes over the last two decades. It’s just a lot more crowded now. There’s more
traffic, and therefore more pollution. Of course, several modern buildings have been erected
and the infrastructure somewhat improved, but I would say these changes are for the worse as
the town has lost its identity. It used to be a better place to live in.

3 - Country- always regular-free

Question:

• Tell me a little about your country.

Answer:

• Tell me a little about your country.Well, Russia is the largest country in the world, occupying
about one-sixth of the world’s surface. It’s largely an industrial country and one of the most
developed world’s economies. As it’s so large, it encompasses whopping 9 time zones and has
a variety of climates and geographical features.

• Tell me a little about your country.Oh, there are so many things I can tell you about it. . . I
don’t even know where to start. Well, first of all, Ukraine is a large country situated in the
heart of Europe. There’s even some place that Ukraine claims to be Europe’s geographical
centre. It’s not far from Rakhiv, a small town in the Carpathian Mountains. In fact, it’s just
a board with an inscription. Another interesting fact I found out about recently is that with
70

Question:

• Which part of your country do most people live in?

Answer:

• Which part of your country do most people live in?As far as I know, almost 10
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Question:

• Where is your country located?

Answer:

• Where is your country located?Well, I’m not very good at geography, but from what I remember
India is located in southeast Asia, sharing the border with 6 or 7 countries in the north. Its
land neighbours include China, Nepal and Bangladesh. That’s for sure. Also, India borders
the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean in the south.

Question:

• Tell me about the main industries in your country.

Answer:

• Tell me about the main industries in your country.As far as I can judge the most lucrative
sector is manufacturing. It seems that the goods that aren’t produced in China simply don’t
exist. And I don’t even doubt that it manufactures more goods than the rest of the world
combined. China is one of the world’s biggest producers of toys, textiles, apparel, electronic. . .
you name it. Also, the country’s economy relies heavily on agriculture. The dominant agricul-
tural product is, undoubtedly, rice. Besides, China grows wheat, tobacco, potatoes, peanuts,
soybeans, corn, tea and oilseeds.

• Tell me about the main industries in your country.Well, as far as I know there are 3 indus-
tries driving Ukraine’s economy. Firstly, Ukraine is a leading global agro-export player. For
example, it’s the breadbasket of Europe. It’s also one of the world’s top wheat exporters and
the world’s third largest producer of barley. Secondly, another lucrative sector is machine
building. For instance, Ukraine has been and still is a world leader in rocket building. Also, I
know for sure that transportation vehicles manufactured by Ukrainian economy include cars,
trucks, buses, railway cars, diesel locomotives, airplanes, and ships. Finally, Ukraine is a major
producer of steel and iron as the country has abundant reserves of iron and other ores.

Question:

• What are some of the good things and some of the bad things about living in your country?

Answer:

• What are some of the good things and some of the bad things about living in your country?I
think the greatest problem is poverty. Many people have so low incomes that they can hardly
make ends meet. Some of them cannot afford even basic needs like food and housing. This
makes people resort to committing crimes in a desperate attempt to survive. However, the
good bit is that there are signs that the economy is recovering and the government is taking
measures to fight poverty. So, things will probably improve soon.

• What are some of the good things and some of the bad things about living in your country?I
would say the greatest benefit is that people here enjoy a high quality of living. What I mean
is, in general, the incomes are high, the level of unemployment is comparatively low. Everyone
has an opportunity to obtain education and find a well-paid job. However, all this means
higher taxes, but what you get is noticeable.

4 - Home- always regular

8



Question:

• Can you describe the place where you live?

• What kind of housing accommodation do you live in?

• What do you like about your flat?

• Which room does your family spend most of the time in?

Answer:

• My dwelling is a one-room minimalist-style flat. I guess if I buy one more piece of furniture,
there won’t be enough room to swing a cat in my flat. There’s a wardrobe with wall-to-wall
and floor-to-ceiling mirrored sliding doors. Were it not for this wardrobe, my room would have
got bogged down by clutter. Regrettably, this wardrobe has become a clutter hot spot itself,
but all the disarray is inside so nobody sees it. There is also a wall-mounted flat-screen TV
and a bed.

• What do you like about your flat?What I particularly like is that it reflects my personality, so
I feel really comfortable being at home. Also, it gives me the feeling of stepping into a safe,
personal refuge.

Question:

• What can you see from the windows where you live?

Answer:

• Unfortunately, as I live in a huge industrial city, every time I look out of the window, I see
nothing but concrete jungle.

• As I live in a house, I have a very nice view of the river and forest from the window. It’s
especially beautiful at dawn and at dusk.

Question:

• Do you prefer living in a house or a flat?

Answer:

• I would rather live in a house as I would be able to do almost anything I want without
disturbing other people. What I mean is when you live in a flat, even if you speak loudly, your
neighbours start complaining. But when you live in a house, you can listen to music, laugh,
dance and, if you do it with a reasonable amount of consideration, no one will even notice
anything.

Question:

• What would you like to change in your flat?

• What do you dislike about your flat?

Answer:

• What would you like to change in your flat?I would like to breathe more life into it by hanging
some paintings on the walls or putting a potted plant on the window sill.
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Animals

Question:

• Have you ever seen wild animals?

Answer:

• Have you ever seen wild animals?Well, plenty of times, actually. I saw them at the zoo and
in different national parks. Last month, for example, my friends and I visited a famous zoo in
our city and saw many different wild animals there. The ones I fell in love with were a tiger,
an elephant and a giraffe.

Question:

• What’s your favourite wild animal?

Answer:

• What’s your favourite wild animal?Oh, my most favourite wild animal is an elephant. . . . the
biggest and one of the most unique-looking animals with a long nose or trunk, large, floppy
ears, and wide thick legs. I like this animal because elephants are very social and extremely
intelligent species. What is more, unlike most other animals, they can recognize themselves
in mirrors, which is a sign of greater self-awareness. And, one more reason why I like them is
just because they are very cute.

Question:

• Do you like watching animals in the zoo?

Answer:

• Do you like watching animals in the zoo?I would even say I adore it as it’s a chance for me to
observe wildlife I may otherwise never see. It’s also a perfect break from the hustle and bustle
of the city as watching animals is a way to spend time in peace and silence, which helps me
collect my thoughts and recharge batteries.

Question:

• Is it important to let children know about animals?

Answer:

• Is it important to let children know about animals?No doubt, it is as animals can teach children
important social behaviour models such as respecting elders, being nice to neighbours, helping
each other out and others. What is more, getting to know animals better kids can learn to
express feelings of love, compassion, caring and concern as well as read body language which
they can then carry over to their human interactions.

Question:

• Is it important to protect wild animals?
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Answer:

• Why do you think wild animals should be protected?Well, first of all, not to let them become
endangered and extinct. To my mind, it’s of primary importance to take actions to protect
wildlife from extinction. This will let us ensure not only the survival of wild animals but also
the diversity of the ecosystem. What is more, conserving and protecting the natural habitat of
wildlife species we will enrich our planet which will be beneficial both for animals and humans.

Art

Question:

• Do you like art?

Answer:

• Do you like art?Oh yeah, I do as I always have that warming feeling when I look at artworks.
It’s so interesting for me to figure out the hidden symbolism that artworks portray. What is
more, art helps me forget about my worries as the moment I indulge deep into the artwork my
thoughts and emotions change for the better.

• Do you like art?Well, I’d just say that I don’t care about it. It’s so boring for me to look at
all these works of art that I just try to avoid it.

Question:

• Have you ever visited an art gallery?

Answer:

• Have you ever visited an art gallery?Of course, I have. I’d even say I’ve done it a million times.
I actually do it every time I visit a new city as art is a remarkable mode of depicting culture,
and it’s just impossible, to my mind, to get an accurate picture of a new place without looking
at its artworks.

Question:

• Is there any artwork on the wall in your room?

Answer:

• Is there any artwork on the wall in your room?Yeah, I have a landscape painting on the wall
in my room as landscapes always inspire me and construe a certain mood and emotion. What
is more, paintings finish the room helping me create a space that reflects my identity. Frankly
speaking, I can’t imagine my room without a painting any more.

Question:

• Have you ever had art classes?

Answer:

• Have you ever had art classes?Oh yeah, I did... when I was a child. It even seems to me that
all kids in my childhood did it irrespective of whether they liked it or not. I was lucky to enjoy
expressing myself through visual art and now recall those days with a smile on my face. By
the way, I can still draw something when I’m in the mood for that.
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Break

Question:

• Why do you need to take a break?

Answer:

• Why do you need to take a break?Oh, I need a break in order to reduce stress and increase my
productivity, first of all. Sometimes, I also need breaks for keeping myself from getting bored
and restoring motivation to continue work on some challenging project.

Question:

• What do you usually do during a break?

Answer:

• What do you usually do during a break?Well, if the weather is good, I go for a quick walk
popping in the coffee shop on my way back in order to treat myself with a cup of coffee. But
if the weather is not that nice, I either surf the web or socialize with my colleagues in our
employee break room.

Question:

• Do you prefer a long break or several short breaks?

Answer:

• Do you prefer a long break or several short breaks?Oh, definitely several short breaks as it’s
the best way to keep myself on track and feel refreshed during the day. I don’t think that one
long break can help me gain focus and energy as much as a few shorter breaks.

Question:

• How often do you take a break?

Answer:

• How often do you take a break?Well, I usually take a break every couple of hours as getting
some activity at regular intervals improves my mental focus and makes my mood better.
Though, sometimes, when I have too much work to do, I take a break only when I feel really
tired and can’t do what I have to do anymore.

Cake

Question:

• Do you like cake?
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Answer:

• Do you like cake?Yeah, cake is my favourite foodstuff. It is the most versatile dessert as it
comes in a huge variety of delicious flavour combinations. I really love chocolate tarts and
tartlets with berries, cake with mascarpone or cream cheese, to name but a few. It’s delicious.
And believe it or not, cake helps me relieve the stress. Not only gain weight.

• Do you like cake?No, I don’t... as I don’t like any sugary things... except for a few kinds of
fruits and berries. And I try to avoid eating unhealthy food.

• Do you like cake?No. You see, there’s a really good phrase ’a minute on the lips, a lifetime on
the hips’. I just don’t think that a moment’s pleasure is worth sticking to a diet for a week or
so in order not to gain weight.

• Do you like cake?No, I do not like cake at all. Not even cupcakes or brownies. The only ’cake’
I will eat is cheesecake as it’s not too sweet. But I try not to eat too much.

Question:

• Do you eat cake after meals?

Answer:

• Do you eat cake after meals?Mostly, yes... as there’s a tradition in my family to do so.
Furthermore, a meal is never complete for me without a piece of delicious cake.

• Do you eat cake after meals?No, I seldom do it after meals. I usually eat cake in between
meals or any time I feel I need to satisfy my sweet tooth. After meals I normally have no room
for cake.

Coffee and tea - jan - aug 19

Question:

• Are tea and coffee popular in your country?

• Which is more popular in your country, coffee or tea?

Answer:

• Are tea and coffee popular in your country?Oh, I guess they are a large part of our modern
culture and the country’s most popular non-alcoholic beverages. I’ve even heard several times
that we are the nation of tea and coffee drinkers, so yeah, they are definitely popular in X.

Question:

• Do you prefer to drink tea or coffee?

• Do you like tea and coffee?

• Do you often drink coffee and tea?

Answer:

• Do you like tea and coffee?I like tea much more than coffee because tea can energize and detox
body. However, unlike coffee, it doesn’t cause dependence. Oh. . . And I don’t like the bitter
taste of coffee.

• Do you like tea and coffee?Yeah. . . I really love both beverages. I guess it’s becausethey provide
cozy morning rituals and boosts of energy during midday slumps and, secondly, because they
are both delicious and healthy as they are loaded with nutrients and antioxidants.
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Question:

• Do you usually offer tea or coffee when you have guests?

• Do you remember when you drank tea or coffee for the first time?

Answer:

• Are tea and coffee popular in your country?Oh, I guess they are a large part of our modern
culture and the country’s most popular non-alcoholic beverages. I’ve even heard several times
that we are the nation of tea and coffee drinkers, so yeah, they are definitely popular in X.

Concentrating

Question:

• When is it hard to concentrate?

Answer:

• When is it hard to concentrate?I always feel difficult to concentrate when I am hungry or
washed out, or when I am overwhelmed with tasks to complete. At such moments my brain
just gives in and makes me do at least something to change the situation for the better. It’s
also hard for me to focus when there are a lot of distractions around such as noise and constant
interruptions of my phone or colleagues.

Question:

• In what situations do you need to concentrate?

Answer:

• In what situations do you need to concentrate?Well, I usually need to concentrate when I’m
surrounded by a big number of distractions but have no right to make a mistake or in any
other situation when I need to be accurate. Oh, and also in the situation when I’m very tired.

Question:

• What do you do to improve concentration?

Answer:

• What do you do to improve concentration?Oh, what I do is tune out background distractions,
first of all, and try to take frequent short breaks. I also exercise my body, I mean I do yoga and
go to the gym, and exercise my mind, practising myself at crosswords, for example... Well, and
I sometimes eat so-called concentration-boosting foods such as walnuts, avocado and chocolate.

Question:

• Is it easy for you to do two things simultaneously?

Answer:

• Is it easy for you to do two things simultaneously?Oh, no way. The reason is it stresses me
out and makes me less efficient. I’d even say that moving back and forth between two tasks
actually wastes my productivity. It also makes me more prone to mistakes, which lowers my
ability to manage tasks effectively. So, no, it’s not easy for me at all.
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Countryside

Question:

• Would you like to live in the countryside in the future?

• Have you ever lived in the countryside?

• Do you ever spend time in the countryside?

• What is the difference between living in the countryside and the city?

Answer:

• Would you like to live in the countryside in the future?Oh no! Not until I retire! I’m only 25
and dreaming of a high-flying career, but I’m afraid that living in the countryside will leave
my career in tatters. Besides, I’m a very active and sociable person, so I think I will be bored
to death being deprived of an active social life and abundance of entertainment options a big
city provides.

• Well, this isn’t what I’m dreaming of. I’d rather say I don’t mind swapping city life for a rural
idyll. I’m tired of the constant rat race and I’ll definitely enjoy a slower pace of life. Also, I
want to live in a house with multiple rooms, a garage and swimming pool which is obviously
not possible until I move out of the city.

• What is the difference between living in the countryside and the city?I guess that the most
striking difference is that in the countryside there isn’t much traffic even during rush hours.
Again, as there are fewer vehicles emitting exhaust fumes, rural areas are nowhere near as
polluted as urban ones. So the air is definitely fresher. This is why it’s highly likely that
people living in the country live longer. However, there may be a number of people who won’t
appreciate these benefits as there aren’t many opportunities for professional growth and the
choice of facilities is limited.

Question:

• What do people living in the countryside like to do?

• What do you like to do in the countryside?

Answer:

• There’s generally not much to do in the countryside, especially in the winter, so I’m sure the
majority of young people like to chat with their friend online or play computer games. They
may also like to get together in order to play football, ride bicycles or explore the surroundings.
This is because if children are not glued to their devices, they usually have active pastime.
The more adventurous, the better. Again, as the number of recreational facilities is severely
limited in the countryside, it seems to me that the most popular activity with adults is having
barbeque parties or just chatting with their neighbours over the fence.

Friends

Question:

• Are friends important to you?

• What do you value about your friends?

15



Answer:

• Are friends important to you?Of course, they are. They are always present by my side caring
for me without expectations and assurances. They accept and love me for who I am. What
is more, we always have fun together. I often joke saying that if we found ourselves on a
desert island, we wouldn’t get bored. I really love them and can’t imagine my life without
communication with them.

Question:

• Do your friends think that you are a good friend?

• What kind of friend do you want to meet in the future?

• What kind of people do you like to have as friends?

Answer:

• What kind of people do you like to have as friends?Well, I like to make friends with considerate
and encouraging people who will support me when times are hard. It’s also important for me
to choose friends among trustworthy people to be sure I can always rely on them and tell them
all my secrets. That’s it!

• What kind of friend do you want to meet in the future?Oh, I dream to make friends with a
caring and supportive person whom we will be on the same wavelength with. I also want this
friend to be always there for me, support me no matter what and never judge me.

• Do your friends think that you are a good friend?I hope yes. I am trustworthy, caring and
supportive. I am always there for my friends. They know that they can rely on me when times
are hard, and that I will not deliberately hurt their feelings. So, I guess they consider me to
be a good friend.

Question:

• Do you prefer to spend time with friends or alone?

• Do you like to spend time with friends?

Answer:

• Do you prefer to spend time with friends or alone?Well, it depends! When I am exhausted,
I always opt for spending time alone in order to recover from the stresses of daily living
and revitalize my mind and body. I also like to stay on my own when I need to engage
in deep thought, improve concentration and increase productivity. But I definitely give my
preference to spending time with friends when I want to have fun, laugh, experience something
new together with them. Spending time with close friends always boosts my happiness and
increases my sense of belonging and purpose, which I value a lot.

• Do you like to spend time with friends?Oh yeah! A lot!!! I really like to have fun, laugh and
experience something new together with my friends. Spending time with them always boosts
my happiness and increases my sense of belonging and purpose, which I value a lot!

Question:

• What do you and your friends do together?
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Answer:

• What do you and your friends do together?Oh, lots of stuff. We often go to questrooms,
cinemas, live sporting events and restaurants to have a pleasant experience together. We also
like to have fun in amusement parks riding roller-coasters and laughing a lot. In spring and
summer we often have picnics or outdoor parties enjoying barbecue and backyard games. At
weekends we sometimes exercise together going either on a bike ride or for a swim. Oh, I
nearly forgot to mention that we also enjoy singing karaoke both at home and in some karaoke
clubs.

Question:

• Are friends more important than family?

Answer:

• Are friends more important than family?Well, I think they are equally important. Family is
an intrinsic part of us, and friends are the family we choose to have. If we make the right
choice, both of them will put our well-being before anything else and sacrifice everything for
our sake. So, to my mind, they are both very important.

Question:

• How do people in your country make friends?

• Do adults and children make friends in the same way?

Answer:

• How do people in your country make friends?I guess these days my compatriots make friends
in two ways either rubbing shoulders with different people at various events, be it parties,
concerts, self-improvement clubs or something else, or joining general interest groups on the
Internet and buddying up with others by making comments in forums or under posts in social
networks, sharing good content with other members of these groups and later on initiating
some get-together to get a chance to communicate face-to-face.

• Do adults and children make friends in the same way?I think yes. Both adults and children
get acquainted with people at various events, for example, birthday parties or in some general
interest groups either online or offline starting with introducing themselves and having small
talk and then continuing with pursuing common interests.

Question:

• Do you have many friends?

• Do you prefer one friend or many friends?

Answer:

• Do you have many friends?Oh yes, I do! I have a great many of friends. The more friends I have,
the happier I am. Friends enrich my life involving me in different activities and encouraging
to take up new hobbies. I can’t imagine my life without them.

• Do you prefer one friend or many friends?Many, for sure. The more friends we have, the
happier we are, because friends enrich our life giving good advice, help, new insights, involving
us in different activities, encouraging us to take up new hobbies. If we have many friends, we
can always find someone to hang around with, someone to join a fitness club with and even
someone to discover other countries with. Moreover, when times are hard we will never be
alone and always get necessary care and support.
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Question:

• Do you like meeting new people?

Answer:

• Do you like meeting new people?Oh, I really like it. Every new meeting lets me learn something
new and this way opens a whole world of opportunities. It also pushes me to get out of my
shell and get new fresh ideas. Oh, and it brings new friendships to my life, so, it’s really cool!!!

Question:

• Do you have any close friends who live abroad?

• Are you still friends with your friends from childhood? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Hair

Question:

• How often do you have a haircut?

Answer:

• How often do you have a haircut?Well, I never ever do it as I like my hair long and only get
the ends trimmed regularly to keep my strands healthy and radiant.

• How often do you have a haircut?Oh, I usually have a haircut at least once a month as it
makes me look well-groomed and elegant. I have business meetings almost every day, and it’s
important for me to make a good first impression.

• How often do you have a haircut?Well, I have my hair cut every month ‘cause I think it’s a
very important part of taking care of yourself. And it just makes me feel better and a little
more confident, especially when I get loads of compliments.

Question:

• Do you like going to a hairdresser’s (or barber’s)?

Answer:

• Do you like going to a hairdresser’s (or barber’s)?To be honest, I don’t... as I never know what
exactly I want, which intensifies my feeling stressed and confused whenever I have to do it.

• Do you like going to a hairdresser’s (or barber’s)?Of course I do... as it’s a chance for me to
catch up with the girls (guys) and take care of my hair at the same time. A fresh haircut
always leaves me feeling fabulous. So, my answer is definitely ’yes’.

Question:

• How long have you had this haircut?
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Answer:

• How long have you had this haircut?Well, I’ve had it since I graduated from university, I
guess. . . . though, sometimes it seems to me that I’ve always had it.

Question:

• Have you had a haircut that you didn’t like?

Answer:

• Have you had a haircut that you didn’t like?Only once in my life, thank god. . . I guess it
happened because there was a kind of miscommunication between me and my hairdresser
(barber). I just failed to articulate my desired look, which resulted in the haircut I didn’t
expect to see.

Question:

• Do you want to change your hair colour?

Answer:

• Do you want to change your hair colour?Well, I don’t think so. I like the hair colour I have
now. What is more, I just can’t imagine myself with a different hair colour, and don’t want
to regret about it later on.

• Do you want to change your hair colour?Well, why not... but only if a new hair colour enhances
my look and helps me stand out from the crowd, which I adore. Not in any other case.

History

Question:

• Do you think history is important?

• Do you like to learn about history?

Answer:

• Do you like to learn about history?Yeah, history is my true love as it gives us the chance to
think about why societies end up the way they do and what sorts of factors tend to change
the world. Every new generation of historians discovers new facts which contribute to our
understanding of the past, sometimes completely altering it which is amazing.

• I love history because it teaches us to be satisfied and thankful for whatever we have now. If
only we look back at the way our ancestors lived, we will stop complaining about our lives and
start appreciating everything we have.

• Do you think history is important?Definitely it is. By learning about the causes and effects of
different events in history, people can learn better ways to deal with conflict among nations and
individuals. I guess it’s much better to learn from mistakes of others not from ours, therefore
people can choose more positive courses of action.

• I guess there’s no point learning it. You know the past is fixed, no one can change what
happened, but history tells us more about the time in which it is written than the time about
which it is written.The thing is as the values of society change, the historians’ depiction of
the past changes as well. There’s no guarantee that the facts you are reading about were not
distorted.
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• I’m convinced that past events hold no importance for us.We live in a time of rapid change, a
time of progress therefore. Man is so much smarter now than he was even ten years ago that
anything from the past is outdated and irrelevant to us.

Question:

• Do you like to watch programs on TV about history?

• Do you think you can really learn history from films or TV programs?

• Do you like to watch historical films?

Answer:

• Do you think you can really learn history from films or TV programs?I’m convinced showing
popular history movies in a classroom setting can be a double-edged sword. On the one hand,
it’s undoubtedly more interesting than reading a scientific article. On the other, films tend
to contain a number of inaccuracies as they aim to entertain people rather than educate.
Watching TV programs can also lead to skewed perception of history as people who create
them interpret the evidence through the eyes of their own world view.

• Do you think you can really learn history from films or TV programs?Yes, as long as a TV
program is produced by a reputable company, I guess it can be a reliable source of knowledge
as it’s way more interesting than reading a course book or listening to a lecture.

• Do you like to watch programs on TV about history?Oh, among all the programmes, they are
my favourite ones as history is my true love. And while reading dry textbooks can be boring,
watching programs is always a fun way to study. Besides, they can contribute enormously to
understanding of past events as they often show you the sides of history that you’ll never find
in course books. Also, you can watch interviews with famous historians.

Question:

• Do you think the internet is a good place to learn about history?

Answer:

• I believe it’s easily the best way to learn history as nowadays the Internet is the only resource
that gives access to such a wealth of information. I guess we no longer need to go to libraries
or use traditional textbooks as we can find a lot of reliable online courses provided by the
world’s top institutions.

• Undoubtedly yes. And apart from providing you with a lot of information, the Internet makes
studying more engaging. For instance, instead of reading dry textbooks, you can take a 3D
interactive tour to any historic site or watch educational videos on YouTube. And what is
more, almost all the resources can be downloaded free of charge.

Holidays

Question:

• Can you describe your perfect holiday?

Answer:

• Can you describe your perfect holiday?Of course I can. It’s the one with my significant other
somewhere at a forest holiday resort for at least a week. It’s the time when we would enjoy
the beauty of intact nature, have some spa treatments and just spend quality time with each
other.
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Question:

• Which do you prefer, to spend time on a beach or have excursions in a city?

Answer:

• Which do you prefer, to spend time on a beach or have excursions in a city?Well, in my case it
always depends on how tired I am and what mood I have. If I’m exhausted, I’ll definitely opt
for a beach vacation in order to relax, reduce stress and induce sleep as well as spend time in
the sun breathing in healthy sea air, which will improve my sense of physical and emotional
wellbeing. But if I’m not that knocked-up, I’ll give my preference to going sightseeing in some
new city as this kind of holiday will broaden my horizons, help me gain new experience and
create memories for lifetime.

Question:

• What was the best holiday in your life?

Answer:

• What was the best holiday in your life?Well, I guess it was a last year road trip around X that
my husband and I went on for the first time in our lives. We really enjoyed it as we visited
lots of beautiful towns, secluded villages and ancient churches along the way. What is more,
we tasted so many great dishes and drinks that were completely different from what we’d ever
tasted before. It was the best holiday ’cause we came back home relaxed, happy and full of
energy. Oh, and also because we brought lots of memories which warm our hearts in everyday
routine.

Jeans

Question:

• Do you like wearing jeans?

Answer:

• Do you like wearing jeans?Oh yeah, I do. They are a staple in my wardrobe and my most
preferred form of bottoms. I like them ’cause they, first of all, can be worn all year round,
and, secondly, ’cause they let me create a thousand different looks. I mean I can match them
with anything, be it formal, casual or street style.

• Do you like wearing jeans?Oh no. I try to avoid wearing them at all costs. I really hate them
because, first of all, they give me muffin tops, making me feel like I’m spilling out everywhere,
and, secondly, because they always seem to fall down while I’m walking which makes me keep
pulling them up every 5 minutes. So, they aren’t for me.

Question:

• How often do you wear jeans?

Answer:

• How often do you wear jeans?Well, I wear them all the time outside work because my company
follows a strict dress code. Still, it’s quite often, to my mind.

• How often do you wear jeans?Never at all. Oh no, not quite like that. Regrettably, I do it
every now and then. . . but only when the dress code demands it. . . never of my own free will.
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Question:

• Why are jeans so popular?

Answer:

• Why are jeans so popular?Well, I guess ’cause they can be worn for just about any occasion, big
or small, casual or formal, and ’cause they are incredibly easy to match with other garments.
Another reason is that they are comfortable, durable and easy to care for. . . or, in other
words, offer great value for the price charged.

Question:

• Did you wear jeans at school?

• Would you buy an expensive pair of jeans? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Languages

Question:

• What foreign languages have you studied?

• Would you like to learn any foreign languages?

Answer:

• What foreign languages have you studied?Well, I tried to study quite a few languages, for
example, English, German and even Japanese but, unfortunately, English is the only foreign
language which I’ve managed to master so far.

Question:

• Why did you choose to study that language?

Answer:

• Why did you choose to study that language?Oh, I chose English because it is the most com-
monly used language among foreign language speakers. Also, it was obvious that speaking it
well would allow me to pass IELTS, move abroad and be more employable in any country in
the world.

Question:

• How did you learn that language?

Answer:

• How did you learn that language?Well, I attended English language classes, learnt lots of words
and set phrases, listened to podcasts and spoke it live with natives. I didn’t do that much
work while learning other foreign languages, though. I just occasionally watched my favourite
TV series dubbed in these languages and used different language apps.
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Question:

• How long have you been learning that language?

Answer:

• How long have you been learning that language?I can safely say that I have been learning
English since my childhood, so that’s for around 20 years for sure. I am not learning either
German or Japanese now but I think I studied both of them for about a year.

Question:

• Would you say it’s a difficult language to learn?

Answer:

• Would you say it’s a difficult language to learn?I wouldn’t say English is really hard to learn,
though its spelling and grammar were notoriously difficult for me when I only started learning
this language. As far as German and Japanese are concerned, they were difficult enough for
me ‘cause I had neither a teacher to explain some rules nor enough time to devote to studying.

Laughter

Question:

• Did you laugh recently?

Answer:

• Did you laugh recently?Oh, I burst out laughing this morning because I saw a hilarious photo
of my friend in his feed on Instagram. The expression on his face was so funny that I just
cracked up with laughter even though I was on the bus when I saw that photo.

• What made you laugh recently?Well, I laughed because of some silly joke my daughter told
me a day or two ago. I can’t recall that joke now, but I had a really good laugh together with
my kids.

Question:

• Do you often make people laugh?

Answer:

• Do you often make people laugh?Well, at least, I try to do it whenever I see they need to
relax a bit. Sometimes it works, sometimes it doesn’t, but I never stand aside when I see that
someone is in a bad mood.

Question:

• Do you like movies that make you laugh?

Answer:

• Do you like movies that make you laugh?Oh yeah, I do... as they let me turn off my brain
and redirect my attention from routine, which helps me relieve the stress. What is more, they
lighten my mood and refresh me, which, in turn, has immense influence over my mental and
physical relaxation.
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Music

Question:

• What kinds of music do you like to listen to?

• What kinds of music are most popular in your country?

Answer:

• What kinds of music do you like to listen to?I am a music lover so I enjoy listening to different
kinds of music because any music be it classical, electronic or pop creates some feelings in my
soul. Moreover, different kinds of music influence me in different ways, for example classical
music lessens depression whereas rock music evokes strong memories.

• What kinds of music are most popular in your country?I think people in my country mostly
enjoy pop and rock. Pop music appeals to people with its pretty melodies and catchy lyrics
while rock is liked simply because it provides soundtracks for life experiences, motivates people
and energises them.

Question:

• When did you start listening to that type of music?

Answer:

• I started listening to pop music at a very early age, I guess I was around 5 or 6 years old. This
catchy and easy-listening music tempted me and I just couldn’t help listening to it. As far as
rock is concerned, I fell in love with it in my early twenties after I heard the Rolling Stones’
’Paint it black’.

Question:

• Do you often listen to music?

• When do you listen to music?

• How much time do you spend listening to music every day?

Answer:

• Do you often listen to music?It seems I listen to it all the time. I do it while working, driving
a car, spending time on the Internet, walking down the street, working out, cooking and even
lying around. So yeah, I can say that I listen to music my entire day.

• When do you listen to music?Well, I would say I listen to music whenever I can but I mostly
do it when I am out of work and have free time though sometimes I turn on music at work
when I need to focus on some important task

• How much time do you spend listening to music every day?I guess I spend about 70

Question:

• How do you feel when you listen to it?

Answer:

• I feel elated when I listen to the music I like. I just melt into the melody and flow with the
rhythm. It makes me relieved, pumped up and really blissful.
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Question:

• Do you like listening to songs?

Answer:

• Definitely I do. I enjoy listening to songs because they bring up specific memories, serve
inspiration in my daily life and sometimes even provide the boost I need to meet a challenge.

• To be honest I don’t. I enjoy music more than lyrics and songs are just a disturbance or
annoyance for me.

Question:

• Have you ever been to a musical performance or concert?

Answer:

• Yeah, plenty of times. I’m really into concerts. You know, nothing compares to the energy
of live music when everyone is lost in the melody and there’s kind of connection between you
and artists. Everyone around you is singing and dancing and nobody considers you weird.

• Well, I went to a concert once. To be honest, it was by far the worst experience in my life.
There were hundreds of screaming fans all around me. I could see nothing on the stage and I
couldn’t hear anything either because the music was way too loud. So I realised that it’s not
really my thing.

• Yes, I have. It was several years ago. I bought a ticket far in advance and really looked forward
to that gig because I wanted to hear my favourite songs. I imagined myself singing along to
them. But I didn’t know any of the songs the band was playing as they were all from their
new album that hadn’t been released yet. Had I checked their setlist, I wouldn’t have found
myself in such a foolish situation.

Question:

• Have you ever learnt to play a musical instrument?

• Is music an important subject at school in your country?

Answer:

• Have you ever learnt to play a musical instrument?Yes, I have. When I was a kid I attended
music school for several years. I tried playing several musica instruments such as the piano, the
drums and the guitar but eventually I opted for the piano and I still can play several classical
music pieces like The Four Seasons by Antonio Vivaldi or On the Beautiful Blue Danube by
Johann Strauss.

• Is music an important subject at school in your country?Unfortunately music isn’t considered
to be an important subject at school in practice but it is of primary importance at its core cause
musical training helps develop language and reasoning, maths and pattern recognition skills.
What is more, it builds imagination and intellectual curiosity, develops spatial intelligence and
teaches kids discipline.

Question:

• Did you often listen to music when you were a child?
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Answer:

• Surely I did. I can even say that music and rhythm were a part of my childhood. They helped
me express my emotions and channel energy in creative direction. Sometimes I even think that
music was my everything when I was a kid.

Question:

• Do you like listening to music at work?

Answer:

• Do you like listening to music at work?Oh yeah, I do as music gives me an escape from the
realms of the tiring routine, refreshes my mind and, as a result, increases my productivity. It
also aids my concentration by suppressing distractions around the office and helps me think
in new creative ways. I even can’t imagine what I would do if I couldn’t listen to music while
working.

Question:

• Do people prefer to buy CDs or download music online?

Answer:

• Do people prefer to buy CDs or download music online?Well, I think the majority of people
prefer to download music online as they can do it instantly using price comparison websites to
save money and selecting which tracks to download. Though, there are, of course, people who
prefer to buy CDs either doing it out of sheer habit or because of a better sound quality.

Question:

• Do you prefer to listen to music when you are alone or when you are with other people? (no
answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Numbers

Question:

• What’s your favourite number?

Answer:

• What’s your favourite number?Oh, my favourite number is definitely number 1 as, first of all,
it speaks of new beginnings and fresh starts, and, secondly, because my ambition has always
been to be number 1. I like this number so much that it has already become not only my
favourite but also my lucky number. If I meet this number somewhere, I know that something
good will happen to me soon. It just can’t be otherwise.

Question:

• Are you good at remembering phone numbers?
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Answer:

• Are you good at remembering phone numbers?Unfortunately, I’m not... despite the fact that
I train my memory to memorize important phone numbers, dates, etc. I guess the main
problem stems from my overdependence on the smartphone. My brain just doesn’t want to
get crammed with the information someone or something else can memorize for it.

Question:

• Do you usually use numbers?

Answer:

• Do you usually use numbers?Of course, I do. I do it daily like other people, for example, when
I tell the time, enter the password to start using my email or when I just count money to
pay for something in the shop. I can’t imagine anybody’s daily routine without dealing with
numbers, frankly speaking, as we have to use them even when we just look for the needed TV
channel or try to find some specific page in the book.

Question:

• What’s your favourite number?

Answer:

• Are you good at math?Well, I’d say I am as I have a real knack for math which makes it very
simple for me to prove and understand different math concepts. What is more, I had a great
math teacher at school, which also helped me become quite flexible with numbers.

Parks

Question:

• Do you like to go to parks?

• When was the last time you went to the park?

Answer:

• Do you like to go to parks?Yes, I adore walking in the park. You know, for me it’s something
like escaping the hustle and bustle of everyday life and the only place where I can relax enjoying
nature, breathing fresh air and collecting my thoughts.

• No, I don’t like to visit parks ’cause there are usually crowds of people there, no place to sit
and relax and a lot of noise. Moreover, food and entertainment prices are really high.

Question:

• Are there many parks where you live?

Answer:

• Well, fortunately, there are plenty of parks and public gardens in my city because our city
authorities are actively improving the appearance of the city and at the same time trying to
create the right infrastructure to promote healthy living.

• Unfortunately, there are only few parks in my neighbourhood. I guess it’s because green spaces
don’t make money and no one wants to give away land that can be profited from.
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Question:

• Do you think parks are important for people?

Answer:

• I am sure they are, cause they increase physical and mental health of those who live around
and utilise them, give young people a safe place to interact with one another keeping them off
the streets and out of trouble and help with air and noise pollution control.

• Definitely, yes, as they cause a significant rise in social connection in communities they are
located in providing space for residents to interact with one another and meet new people,
giving children a chance to be outside and play in nature and making a neighbourhood more
enjoyable to walk through.

Question:

• Do you think you will go to parks more often in the future?

Answer:

• I hope I will. I plan to work less and spend more time in the park enjoying nature. I also
dream to have a dog in the not-too-distant future and walk it there.

• I don’t think I will be less busy or have more free time for walking in the park in the future.
So, to my regret, I think no, I won’t visit parks more often.

Question:

• Do you think parks should be free or people should pay to use them?

Answer:

• I am sure parks should be free cause they are a public resource and people have already paid
for using them by paying taxes.

• I think people should pay for visiting parks cause the money they pay can help local authorities
improve the infrastructure of parks, keep them clean by hiring people who will take care of
them and make parks a safe place.

Pens and pencils

Question:

• How often do you buy pens and pencils?

Answer:

• How often do you buy pens and pencils?Oh, I buy pens and pencils quite often as I’m obsessed
with stationery. I can’t say I do it every day, but I definitely do it every time I see the one I
really like, which happens at least once a month, I guess. Believe it or not, but using the right
pen always results in a sudden influx of bold, brilliant and original ideas.

• How often do you buy pens and pencils?Well, it happens quite seldom... maybe only when the
pen (or pencil) I use stops working. Frankly speaking, I don’t care what pen or pencil I use
for writing, and this explains why I rarely buy them.
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Question:

• What types of pens and pencils do you buy?

Answer:

• What types of pens and pencils do you buy?Well, I usually buy either ballpoint pens as they
work best for fast or long writing, like note-taking or gel pens as they are great for colouring,
writing or drawing on black surfaces. As far as pencils are concerned, I prefer to buy soft
graphite pencils for everyday writing and pencil crayons for my little sister.

Question:

• When was the last time you bought a pen or a pencil?

Answer:

• When was the last time you bought a pen or a pencil?Well, it was a couple of days ago, actually.
I visited the downtown and popped in one big stationery shop there. Walking around the shop,
I saw that they had a clearance sale of all pens and pencils. Unfortunately, I couldn’t resist
the temptation to buy something new for myself and ended up leaving the shop with a few
new pens and pencils.

Question:

• Do you usually use a pen or a pencil?

Answer:

• Do you usually use a pen or a pencil?Oh, I almost always use a pen as pens are long-lasting
and always ready to write. I mean that I don’t need extra time to sharpen them as in case
with pencils. What is more, I like what the text written with a pen looks like. To my mind,
it looks more professional and deserves more respect.

Patience

Question:

• Are you patient?

Answer:

• Are you patient?Well, I guess I can say ‘yes’ as I am able to wait calmly in stressful situations
and can stay in control even when I’m irritated. What is more, I am rather persistent and can
stay focused on something for the long run.

• Would you say you are a patient person?Oh yeah, I would as I don’t lose self-control or fire off
outbursts of anger in stressful situations. Quite the opposite, I do my best to stay calm and
focused.

Question:

• Have you ever lost your patience?

• What do you become impatient about?
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Answer:

• Have you ever lost your patience?Of course, I have, and not just once, to my regret. For
instance, I lose my cool every now and then when I get stuck in heavy traffic, especially if I’m
in a hurry, or when I am surrounded by people who move or act slowly. So... yeah, I fume
with anger from time to time.

• What do you become impatient about?Well, I can become impatient about automated re-
sponses or waiting for someone who is late. I can also huff and puff because of doing some
scrupulous routine work for a long time or failing to get quick results. So, it depends.

Question:

• Do you think patience is important?

Answer:

• Do you think patience is important?Definitely yes. To my mind, patience is the most formidable
resource which makes people reach out for the stars and gives them way to remarkable results.
Patience helps people acquire positive attitude, supplies them with tranquility and gives the
power to overcome roadblocks. It puts people in a better position to make strategic decisions
and this way helps them achieve their goals. I can also say that patience makes people less
stressed letting them accept any situation and, as a result, always feel more free and calm.

• Do you think patience is important?Well, in general, I guess it is very important, but I know
that sometimes while waiting for everything to be in place people miss important opportunities
to act, which in many cases restricts their development and growth. And the second negative
feature of patience is the fact that it pushes people to ignore the innovative wisdom that
comes from going with their instincts and initial perspectives which can greatly enhance the
effectiveness of decision-making and let people have a happier and healthier life.

Question:

• What is your attitude to waiting?

Answer:

• What is your attitude to waiting?Well, I’d say it depends on the type of waiting. For example,
I always enjoy the excitement of waiting when I am waiting for some good news, a parcel or
some party. I don’t mind waiting when the result is worthy. But at the same time I lose my
cool very fast when I am forced to wait for a slow cashier at the supermarket or some business
meeting running behind schedule. So, it depends.

Question:

• Did you use to be more patient or less patient than you are now?

Answer:

• Did you use to be more patient or less patient than you are now?Oh, I guess I used to be less
patient as I didn’t have enough experience in coping with unexpected situations and emotions.
What is more, I didn’t do yoga then, and as a result, didn’t know the calming techniques I am
using these days.

Question:

• Do you think being patient is an important part of being polite?
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Answer:

• Do you think being patient is an important part of being polite?Definitely, it is. I’d even say
it’s an essential part and an indicator of politeness as there are so many situations in which
being patient equals being polite. For example, to my mind, it’s both patient and polite to
give others the chance to express their opinion without challenging their words, or not to talk
to people in an angry voice even when you are irritated.

Question:

• What do you think patience is?

Answer:

• What do you think patience is?Well, I think that patience is quiet, steady perseverance as well
as the ability to stay calm and not get annoyed when something goes wrong. I also think that
it’s a skill which everyone striving for success should train as patience can make them reach
out for the stars.

Question:

• What do you usually do while waiting for something (a bus, taxi, flight)? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Running

Question:

• Do you like running?

Answer:

• Do you like running?Oh yeah, I’m a big fan of running and I just can’t imagine my life without
it as it gives me a sense of escape from everyday distractions and brings me a lot of joy. What
is more, it’s a great cardio- and muscle-building activity which improves my fitness and keeps
me healthy. So, yeah, I’m hooked on running.

• Do you like running?Not really. I’m too lazy for it. It makes me exhausted really fast and
leaves me dispirited. So, regrettably, running is not my cup of tea despite all its health benefits.

Question:

• Where do you run?

Answer:

• Where do you run?Well, in cold weather, I usually run on the treadmill in the gym as I don’t
like the feeling of the cold air on my face and the wind blowing through my hair. But in warm
weather, I prefer running along some scenic trails either in the park or near the river.

Question:

• How often do you run?
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Answer:

• How often do you run?Well, it mostly depends on my mood. Sometimes I do it every morning,
especially if I’m on vacation somewhere in the mountains or near the sea. Sometimes I run
only at weekends when I’m not in a rush to be at work at 8 sharp. But, generally, I try to
run at least two or three times a week in order to improve my mental well-being and tone my
muscles. I just really want to become more strong and healthy.

Scenery

Question:

• Is there good scenery in cities?

• Is there good scenery in your hometown?

Answer:

• Is there good scenery in cities?Well, I guess it depends on the city. There are lots of scenic cities
sitting on the sparkling shores of the sea or ocean or nestled in the heart of the mountains. . .
or the ones which just have an impressive number of parks and beautiful buildings scattered
throughout. Though, there are definitely some cities which may be less scenic due to the lack
of nature or because of higher population density. So, it depends.

• Is there good scenery in your hometown?Well, they say ‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder’,
so for me my hometown is definitely scenic. I’d even say it’s one of the most dramatic and
exciting urban locations I know as it accommodates both amazing architecture and a fair share
of natural escapes. Some views in my city are even beyond compare, to my mind.

Question:

• Do you like to take pictures of good scenery with your smartphone?

Answer:

• Do you like to take pictures of good scenery with your smartphone? Why?Oh yeah, I adore
it as it’s a great way to capture a memory that I can have forever. What is more, it’s a good
chance to share the things and views I like with the important people in my life. So, yeah, I
really like taking photos of scenic places.

Question:

• When you travel, do you like to live in hotels with scenic views?

Answer:

• When you travel, do you like to live in hotels with scenic views?Of course, I do as beautiful
scenery makes staying at a hotel more enjoyable. Moreover, I feel better when I have an
opportunity to look out over scenic areas ‘cause looking at beautiful nature is one of the best
ways to relieve the stress.

Science

Question:

• Do you like science?

• Did you like science classes when you were young?
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Answer:

• Do you like science?Of course I do. Science is what lets us make progress as a race, it is
something never-ending and so really addicting. It defines us, our world and our universe,
allows us to know where things come from and explains absolutely everything in life. This is
why I adore it.

• Do you like science?Oh no, I don’t like it at all. It is full of math which I am not good at
and requires repeated trial and error, which I don’t like. I think scientists are pessimistic and
skeptical doubters, and I just don’t want to be like them.

• Did you like science classes when you were young?No, I didn’t. To my regret science was
taught poorly in my school, which just killed my interest to it. Only many years on did I
understand how important these classes could be but it was too late.

Question:

• Do you think schoolchildren should have both science classes and art classes?

Answer:

• Do you think schoolchildren should have both science classes and art classes?I am sure that kids
need to study both science and art because they are equally important for kids’ development.
Science classes teach children about the way the world works and help kids create a hypothesis
in their mind as well as form a healthy dose of skepticism. While art classes connect kids more
deeply to the world opening them to new ways of seeing, promoting activity in their brain and
nurturing inventiveness that aids in the development of self-esteem, self-discipline, cooperation
and self-motivation. So definitely both are important.

Question:

• Do you think science is important to our society?

Answer:

• Do you think science is important to our society?No doubt it is. It is part of our daily lives.
It is something that pushes back the boundaries constraining our knowledge and transforms
our world at an incredible pace. What is more, science allows us to define, investigate and
try to understand the world we live in and how it works as well as provides the potential for
long-term benefit worldwide.

Spending time alone

Question:

• Do you like spending time by yourself?

• Are you happy when you are alone?

Answer:

• Do you like spending time by yourself?Oh yeah, I definitely like being by myself, especially
when I’m stressed out as it lets me recover from the stresses of daily living and prevents
emotional and mental exhaustion. It also clears my mind, reboots my brain and restores
energy, which is very important for recharging my ’batteries’ and increasing productivity.
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• Are you happy when you are alone?Well, I can’t say I’m not but I’m definitely much happier
when I spend time with my friends as being with close friends increases my sense of belonging
and purpose and, as a result, boosts my happiness. Though, from time to time I really enjoy
spending time by myself, especially when I’m stressed out and need something like a system
reboot.

Question:

• What do you do when you spend time by yourself?

Answer:

• What do you do when you spend time by yourself?Well, anything, from reading a book,
watching films and taking a relaxing bath to going for a leisurely stroll, practising meditation
and cooking something yummy. The main thing is to do exactly what I want when I want it.

Voice add 1 question

Question:

• Are there any situations when your voice changes?

Answer:

• Are there any situations when your voice changes?Oh, yeah. . . For example, my voice always
changes when I talk to people I love or admire. In this case it becomes more sweet and creamy.
Well, and it also changes in situations when I feel scared or ashamed. It usually becomes
quieter and more soft when this occurs.

Question:

• Do you like listening to recordings of your voice?

Answer:

• Do you like listening to recordings of your voice?No way. My voice always sounds different on
the recordings, which makes me upset and unwilling to listen to them.

Question:

• Is your voice the same now as it was when you were younger?

Answer:

• Is your voice the same now as it was when you were younger?I don’t think so. It seems to me
the pitch of my voice has changed a lot. I guess it’s about an octave lower these days. But, of
course, I may be mistaken. In any case, to me, it doesn’t sound quite like it used to.

Walking

Question:

• Do you like to walk?
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Answer:

• Do you like to walk?Well, I adore it! It always makes me feel great ‘cause it’s a good way to
unwind, reduce stress and increase revitalization, positive engagement and tranquility. It also
always lifts my mood if I am depressed or upset.

• Do you like to walk?Oh, not that much, actually. I think it’s a waste of time ‘cause it’s too
slow. It just makes me really nervous as I understand that my time could be used more wisely
and with greater benefit.

Question:

• Do you like to walk on your own or with friends?

Answer:

• Do you like to walk on your own or with friends?Well, I enjoy walking on my own more ‘cause
it lets me set my own pace as well as choose the time and the route of my walk. It also lets
me do whatever I want, for example, listen to music or engage in deep thought trying to find
effective solutions to my problems. One more benefit walking alone gives me is a chance to
reboot my brain and unwind.

• Do you like to walk on your own or with friends?With friends definitely. It’s much more
enjoyable than walking alone as it lets me enjoy not only the walk itself but also communication
with my friends. What is more, it banishes boredom and makes my mood better.

Question:

• Would you say your city is good for walking?

Answer:

• Would you say your city is good for walking?I would say it is ‘cause, first of all, it is a
beautiful place for walking with a lot of must-see landmarks. Secondly, it has pedestrian-
friendly walkways. And thirdly, it’s free from noise, pollution, radiation and danger. What
else do we need for a great walk?

• Would you say your city is good for walking?Unfortunately no. My city is very noisy and
polluted, which makes it a bad place for being out. What is more, there are a lot of cars
everywhere and just a few pedestrian-friendly walkways and parks for enjoying a stroll.

Question:

• Where do you usually walk?

• Did you walk more in the past?

• Will people walk more in the future?

• Do you spend enough time walking? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Water sports
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Question:

• Are water sports popular in your country?

• Do you like water sports?

Answer:

• Are water sports popular in your country?I’d say ’yes’ as I see lots of people engaged in doing
these sports. I think the first reason for this is that water sports are quite affordable for the
majority of people. And the second reason is water sports are good for the body and mind.

• Do you like water sports?Oh yeah, I’m keen on some of them. For example, I really love
swimming as it’s both a great recreational activity and by far the most effective exercise. I
also enjoy white water rafting as it gives me an adrenaline rush and satiates my thirst for
adventure.

Question:

• What water sports would you like to try in the future?

Answer:

• What water sports would you like to try in the future?Oh, I haven’t thought about it before but
I think if I were given a chance, I’d try surfing or windsurfing in the future. As I’ve heard from
my friends, these sports are relatively easy to learn and bring a lot of physical and mental
benefits. For example, they strengthen muscles, increase flexibility, improve cardiovascular
endurance and just bring a lot of fun.

Section 2

Advice you received about choosing a career

Question: Describe some good advice about choosing a job or subject You should say:

Question:

• what the advice was

• who gave you this advice

• what you thought about this advice

• what you did after you received it

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Career’, ’Retirement’

Answer:

36



What was the advice?

• My X advised me:

• to follow my passion

• to pursue my passion

• to identify my skills and strengths

• to find out what exactly I was good at

• to identify my goals and pursue a career that would align with them

• to choose a career that would guarantee job security and stability

• to talk to people who were already working in the field that I was considering

Who gave you the advice?

• My dad shared it with me when I was young.

• The best advice came from my father...

• When I’m asked about that I always remember my mom’s ’Bla-bla-bla...’

• My father always told me ’Bla-bla-bla’

• I heard this advice from my high school teacher.

• my mom or dad

• my grandmother or grandfather

• my sister or brother

• my cousin

• my aunt or uncle

• my teacher

• my colleague

• my neighbour

• my best friend

• one of my close friends

• my fitness instructor

• my coach

• a spiritual advisor

• my dietician

• my psychologist
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What did you think about it?

• that was very sound advice

• it was the most valuable piece of advice I had ever received

• it was quite useful

• it was quite helpful

• it was an excellent piece of advice

• I think he (or she) gave me the wrong advice

What did you do after you received this advice?

• I decided to seriously consider his (or her) advice

• I decided to follow his (or her) advice

• I decided not to follow his (or her) advice

• I decided to ignore his (or her) advice

• I decided to reject his (or her) advice

• I decided not to follow this advice as:

• I wanted to learn from my mistakes

• I didn’t want to face the consequences of somebody else’s decision

• if something worked for him (or her), it didn’t necessarily mean that it would work for me

• I decided to follow this advice as:

• X achieved tremendous success in business

• if it worked for him (or her), it could work for me as well

• my X had always given me sound advice

• I felt lost and didn’t know what I wanted to do with my life

• I was afraid to make the wrong choice and needed someone’s help

• I shared the same view on this issue

Animal (Interesting animal)

Question: Describe an interesting animal You should say:

Question:

• what it looks like

• when you saw it

• where you saw it

• explain why it is interesting

• part 3 is ’Animals and pets’
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Answer:

What does it look like?

• an elephant:

• a strong long trunk which is both an upper lip and an extension of the nose

• a pair of tusks

• has large, thin ears

• a massive body

• thick wrinkled skin

• a long tail

• a big head

• four legs

• a hairless animal

• baby elephants have lots of small fine hairs that cover most of the body

• a palm civet or a toddy cat:

• a cat-like animal

• a cat-like creature

• a small mammal

• a body length of about 50 centimetres

• legs are shorter than those of an ordinary cat

• has strong and muscular yet short limbs

• a tail is much longer than that of an ordinary cat

• the muzzle is extended (a long nose of an animal)

• a long snout

• brown thick fur

• small, rounded ears

• yellow-green eyes

When did you see it?

• during my trip to Asia

• on a safari
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Where did you see it?

• on the beach

• at the zoo

• at the Elephant Park

• in a wildlife sanctuary

• in a TV program

• in a video on the Internet

• in a picture

Why is it interesting?

• an elephant:

• portrayed as a lovable creature

• marvelous to look at but dangerous to deal with

• looks adorable but can be a dangerous animal

• its slow and steady gait may deceive you into thinking it is lacking in power and speed

• it’s fun to look at way it sucks up water and grasps bananas with its trunk

• uses its trunk as a snorkel to breathe when it swims

• walks almost silently although it is nearly the heaviest mammal on the planet

• can ‘hug’ and greet other elephants with its trunk

• looks funny when having a shower

• caring parents

• calves hold on to their mothers’ tails

• likes having a mud bath with other elephants

• on the anniversary of a loved one’s death they return to the exact spot of their death on the
exact day to mourn

• a palm civet or a toddy cat:

• produces the most expensive coffee in the world

• eats and digests coffee cherries to produce coffee which costs up to 100 dollars per cup

• ilikes coffee as much as I do

• by far the prettiest creature I’ve ever seen

Article on health

Question: Describe an article on health that you read online or in a magazine You should say:
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Question:

• what the article was about

• where you read it

• why you read it

• how you felt about it

• part 3 - ’Health, keeping fit and Internet’

Answer:

What was the article about?

• pros and cons of vaccinations

• ways to prevent diabetes

• ways to prevent or slow the progression of atherosclerosis

• ways to prevent cardiovascular disease at any age

• ways to prevent vein thrombosis on long flights

• risks associated with flying

• ways to lower cholesterol levels without medication

• ways to reduce blood pressure

• ways to reduce the risk of having a stroke

• health effects of smoking

• health hazards of eating junk food

• dangers of reading in bed

Where did you read it?

• on a bus

• on a train

• on a plane

• at the hotel

• at the beauty salon

• in the office

• on the beach

• in bed
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Why did you read it?

• it thought it might be useful to me

• I was aimlessly scrolling down my news feed on Facebook when I spotted a catchy headline,
which made me immediately click on the link

• the title of the article instantly grabbed my attention and pull me in like a moth to a bug
zapper

• the title of the article grabbed my attention and I decided to check it out

• one of my friends shared an article on Facebook, it appeared in my Facebook news feed, and
I decided to check it out

• I came across this article while I was surfing the Internet

• I found it on a news aggregation site

• I’m a subscriber of a dedicated page on Facebook

• I just love to learn new information

• the older I become, the more I care about my health

• I’m really interested in anything related to health and wellness

How did you feel about it?

• the article was worth reading

• I liked the article because:

• it was easy to read

• it was easy to understand

• it gave a good overview of the issue

• it was informative

• the author did a solid job putting complex information in layman’s terms

• I liked the way the information was presented

• it was a real eye-opener

• it revealed interesting facts

• it made me surprised

• I got a better understanding of how the body functions

• it was just as informative as I expected

• I was shocked and horrified to read that. . .

• I couldn’t believe it was true

• I hadn’t read anything like that before

• I didn’t like the article as:

• it didn’t meet my expectations
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• it wasn’t not as good as I expected

• it was nowhere near as informative as I expected

• the scope of the topic was too narrow

• the scope of the topic was too wide

• it was too long

• the information provided was too general

• it was an empty article packaged up as something useful

• it didn’t contain anything useful

Borrowing something

Question: Describe a time you borrowed something that was useful to you You should say:

Question:

• what it was

• when you borrowed it

• who you borrowed it from

• why it was useful

• why you borrowed it

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Borrowing things’

Answer:

What did you borrow?

• a diamond ring

• diamond earrings

• a necklace

• a bracelet

• shoes

• a clutch

• an evening dress

• a tuxedo

• sunglasses

• a piece of equipment

• 1. a blender

• 2. a food processor

• 3. a juicer
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• 4. a slow cooker

• 5. a multi cooker

• 6. a yoghurt maker

• 7. a steamer

• 8. a coffee grinder

• 9. a toaster

• a bicycle

• a car

• tools and equipment

• 1. a lawn mower

• 2. a saw

• 3. a garden tiller

• 4. a power washer

• 5. a snowblower

• 6. a portable ladder

• 7. a drill

• a book

• a video game

• a video game console

• a suitcase

• a tent

• a backpack

• a fishing rod

• a sleeping bag

• swimming goggles

Who did you borrow it from?

• I borrowed it from:

• my friend

• my best friend

• my God father or mother

• my parents

• my father or mother

• my grandfather or grandmother
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• my uncle or aunt

• my sister or brother

• my cousin

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my son or daughter

• my children

• one of my distant relatives

When did you borrow it?

• sentence starters:

• this happened. . .

• this took place. . .

• this must have been. . .

• I don’t remember exactly when this happened, but it seems to me it was. . .

• As far as I remember it was. . .

• when:

• It was:

• quite recently

• just a while ago

• a couple of months ago

• when I studied at school (college, university)

• X days (weeks, months, years) ago

• just a couple of days (weeks, months) ago

• several days (weeks, months) ago

• last week (month, year)

• last weekend

• yesterday

• a long time ago

• a long while ago
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Why was it useful?

• tools:

• I needed it to maintain my home

• I needed it to fix some furniture

• I needed it to assemble furniture

• I needed it to do some repairs at home

• stuff for travelling:

• I couldn’t cram all the things I needed into my small suitcase

• I couldn’t fit everything I needed in my suitcase

• stuff for parties, functions and special events:

• I needed it to follow the dress code

• I needed it not to come to the event under-dressed

• I needed to finish my ensemble with sophisticated accessories (or jewellery)

• I was required to get dressed up for the event

• all employees of my company were required to wear formal attire for the event

Why did you borrow it?

• I didn’t want to spend money on something I would rarely use

• I wanted to save money

• it’s ridiculous how much you can pay for X considering how short a time you use it for

• why spend Y dollars on X if you use it once in a blue moon

• I wanted to cut down on my expenses

• it didn’t pay to buy that item

• I couldn’t afford to buy it

• I wanted to prevent gathering clutter in my house

• I wanted to try it before buying

• I wanted to learn on-the-cheap if it would be suitable for me or not

• mine was broken

• mine was stolen

• mine wasn’t suitable for the occasion

• I lost mine

• I lent mine to my. . .

Building (Public building you want to visit)
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Question: Describe a new public building you know that you want to visit You should say:

Question:

• what building it is

• how you know about it

• what the building looks like

• why you want to visit it

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Buildings’

Answer:

What building is it?

• story starters:

• by far the most spectacular public building that has been constructed over the past 20 years
is...

• One of the most spectacular public buildings constructed recently is. . .

• A spectacular example of a public building constructed recently is. . .

• One of the most remarkable contemporary public buildings is. . .

• a city hall

• 1. a new council building in Groningen, the Netherlands (a municipal office)

• 2. City Hall in London

• City Hall in London:

• headquarters of the Mayor of London and the London Assembly

• located on the south bank of the river Thames near Tower Bridge

• open to the general public on weekdays

• an energy-efficient building

• less heat escapes during the winter, and the building doesn’t get too hot in the summer

• an eco-friendly building

• it has been designed to keep carbon dioxide emissions as low as possible

• movement sensors on all floors help ensure lights are switched off when areas aren’t occupied

• solar panels generate energy with zero carbon emissions

• a library

• a museum

• a school

• a university

• a hospital
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• a government building

• a city recreation centre

• a community centre

What does it look like?

• City Hall in London:

• a futuristic building

• a free-standing building

• a 10-storey building

• a 45-metre-tall building

• 45 metres in height

• a glass building

• an unusual spherical shape

• an unusual bulbous shape

• an oval shape

• the building leans back away from the river

• there is a helical walkway that ascends the full height of the building

• at the top, there is an exhibition and meeting space with an open viewing deck occasionally
open to the general public

How do you know about it?

• I saw this on the news

• I read an article on some blog

• I read an article that my friend shared on Facebook

• I came across an article while I was surfing the Internet

• I found an article in my news feed on Facebook; it was shared by some friend of mine

• my X told me about this building

Why do you want to visit it?

• it’s not only a functional public building but also a national symbol

• it has many impressive architectural features

• it sounds unbelievable, so I want to see X with my own eyes

Business (Family small successful business) 26

Question: Describe a small successful business you know You should say:
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Question:

• what business it is

• how you know about it

• what products it sells

• who the customers are

• whether you like it or not

• part 3 - ’Business, business people, and success’

Answer:

What business is it?

• popular family businesses:

• a café

• a coffee shop (a coffee house)

• a fast food restaurant

• a sandwich bar

• a diner (an inexpensive restaurant)

• a bistro

• a restaurant

• a pizza restaurant

• a bakery

• a retail store

• a grocery store

• a specialty shop

• an online store

• a pharmacy

• a beauty salon

• a flower shop

• a car repair business

• a startup that sells or produces something
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How do you know about this business?

• I always do shopping there

• I’m a frequent visitor there

• I follow this brand on Instagram

• I read an article about this company

• I watched an interview with one of the co-founders

• my friend shared a post about this company

• my friend told me about this company

• I know these people personally

• I worked with them

• we’ve been friends for many years

What products does it sell?

• The company:

• supplies something. . .

• sells something. . .

• produces something. . .

• imports something. . .

• specializes in something...

• is an official representative of...

• The company sells (or produces):

• electrical goods

• food items

• clothes

• pharmaceutical products

• vehicles

• jewellery

• This cafe (or restaurant) serves or specialized in:

• seafood

• meat

• coffee and cakes

• pasta

• pizza

• gourmet meals
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Who are the customers?

• this company works in the B2B sector

• they work in the B2C sector

• they sell their products to ordinary people like you and me

Do you like it?

• reasons to like this company:

• they are good at something

• they produce high-quality products

• it is obvious that they do what they love the most with people whom they love the most

• it is obvious that they are pursuing their passion

• reasons to like cafes or restaurants:

• I go there for the atmosphere and the convenience

• the food is delicious

• the service is efficient as I do not have to wait for more than half an hour

• it’s not insanely expensive

• they provide a complimentary mini-biscuit or macaroon with your coffee

• it just has a good vibe

• it’s a quiet place where I can pull out my laptop and work while waiting for my order

• the coffee’s good and the wifi’s fast

• the menu is constantly enhanced and refined every month

• it has a convenient location and ample parking space for all those who are visiting the cafe

• this cafe is great for people-watching as it draws a wide variety of people

• it’s a perfect place for meeting friends and celebrating special events such as birthdays

• it is homey

• it has big windows and brightly painted walls

• in the summer, there are picnic tables on the lawn and umbrellas for shade

• reasons to dislike this business:

• over the last several years, the company has become complacent and stopped developing

• the company is poorly managed because of nepotism

• the company has experienced very many public feuds between relatives over the last several
years

Celebrating an achievement

Question: Describe a time when you celebrated an achievement You should say:
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Question:

• what achievement it was

• who you celebrated it with

• how you celebrated it

• how you felt about this achievement

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Celebrations’

Answer:

What achievement was it?

• I (my team) achieved my monthly (quarterly, annual) sales goals

• I successfully completed an important project at work

• I successfully launched an important project

• I successfully completed a school project and got an award

• my company launched a new product

• I got my first ever job

• I got a job at X company

• I got a promotion

• I was promoted to Chief of Department

• I earned my first money

• I passed an exam in (for example, Maths)

• I won a scholarship

• I became the champion of the world in boxing (football, etc)

• I became the champion of Europe in chess (basketball, etc)

• I climbed mount Everest

• I set up my own business

• I ran a marathon

• I got a driver’s license

• I graduated with honours

• I got rated very highly for a project at school

• I got an award for academic achievements (voluntary work or something else)

• I organised an exhibition (or a trade fair)

• I got an MBA degree

• I wrote and published a book
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Who did you celebrate it with?

• I wanted to have a small get-together

• I celebrated this achievement with:

• my family and friends

• my colleagues

• my team

• my classmates

How did you celebrate it?

• I invited my X over for dinner

• I invited my X over to my place

• I decided to throw a party

• I decided to host a barbecue party

• I decided to organise an office party

• food and drinks:

• roast (grilled, baked) chicken (chicken breast, chicken wings, chicken thighs)

• grilled fish (grilled dorado or sea bass)

• roasted salmon

• roast duck (duck breast)

• roast duck with apples

• braised rabbit (with garlic, with vegetables, with mustard)

• roast meat (beef, pork)

• pork ribs

• roast veal tenderloin (veal fillet)

• Olivier salad

• baked camembert

• seafood risotto

• beef carpaccio

• red caviar on small, white bread pieces with butter

• dinner rolls

• potato chips

• summer fruits and berries

• cut vegetables

• wine and beer
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• hamburgers and hotdogs

• oysters (clams served with lemon, cocktail sauce, a mignonette sauce of red-wine vinegar and
shallots)

• sushi and nigiri (with eel, tuna, salmon, avocado or Philadelphia cheese)

• pizza

• lobsters

• frogs’ legs

• fuagra (a luxury food product made of the liver of a duck or goose specially fattened by force
feeding)

• activities:

• we played party games

• we talked and laughed

• we danced

• we listened to music and sang karaoke

• we ate tasty food

How did you feel about this achievement?

• I felt enormously proud of myself

• why:

• I didn’t give up though I was facing a lot of difficulties

• I achieved great results without anybody’s help

• I worked really hard to achieve this result

• I achieved success despite a lot of hardships

• I had the courage to take risk and go after my dream

• I put a lot of effort in achieving this result

• I was fighting the battle of my life

• this is something I never thought I could do

Challenge

Question: Describe a challenge that you met You should say:

Question:

• what it was

• when it was

• how you overcame it

• why it was a challenge

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Challenges’

54



Answer:

What challenge was it?

• The biggest challenge I have ever faced is. . .

• The biggest challenge in my life was. . .

• One of the biggest challenges I faced was. . .

• One of the toughest challenges in my life was:

• to stop eating junk food

• to start leading a healthy lifestyle

• to give up smoking

• to cut down on sugar

• to stop drinking coffee

• to lose weight

• to teach someone to do something

• to teach my X to tie shoelaces

• to teach my X to read

• to teach my X to write

• to teach my X to drive a car

• to learn to play a musical instrument

• to learn a foreign language

• to learn to swim

• to learn to drive a car

• to run a marathon

• to set up my own business

• to get a driver’s license

• to organise an event

• I conquered my fear of

• public speaking

• drowning

• driving

• flying

• heights
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When was it?

• recently

• just a while ago

• a couple of months ago

• when I studied at school (college, university)

• X days (weeks, months, years) ago

• just a couple of days (weeks, months) ago

• several days (weeks, months) ago

• last week (month, year)

How did you overcome it?

• I found a friend who did it (semi)-professionally and asked them to help me

• I read a book which covered all aspects of it

• I watched video tutorials

• I practice along with video tutorials

• I watched step-by-step video lessons on the Internet

• I used online resources

• I used online programs

• I tried out an online course

• I read blogs and forums

• I found a coach who taught me to do it

• I got expert advice

• I learned through a lot of practice

• I used a virtual reality simulation system

• I consulted a specialist or a lot of specialists

• I consulted an expert

• I used a mobile application

• I attended lectures

• I listened to lectures

• I attended webinars

• I took an extensive course

• I worked day and night

• I worked hard

• I studied hard
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• I made an action plan

• I made a tangible plan

• I acquired necessary skills

• I stopped wasting time on irrelevant things

• I developed mastery in a chosen field

• setting up a business:

• I came up with an idea for a business

• I found a gap in the marketplace

• I created a business plan

• I did market research

• I developed several strategies for market penetration

• I took a loan

• I found investors

• I obtained necessary licenses and permits

• I chose a business structure

• I registered a company

• I bought or rented premises

• I hired employees

• I launched a website

• I looked for different channels to promote my product or services

• losing weight

• I exercised daily

• I drank a lot of water daily

• I stopped eating fast food

• I ditched junk food

• I stopped buying snacks

• I started sticking to a diet

• I ate only healthy food

• I ate water-rich foods

• I slashed calories

• I took in fewer calories

• I burnt more calories

• I went jogging in the mornings
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• I ordered the smallest portion of everything

• I cooked foods in healthier ways such as boiling, baking and stewing

• I avoided sugar-sweetened beverages

• I had a few light meals instead of one main meal

Why was it difficult?

• it was time-consuming

• it required discipline

• it was hard to discipline myself

• it was difficult to stay focused for a long time

• I had never done anything like that before

• it took a considerable amount of planning and organisation on my part

• I had to make sure I didn’t miss the smallest of details

• it was hard to break an old habit

• I wasn’t fit enough

• I didn’t have much experience

• I was pressed for time

• I couldn’t make up my mind about something

• I didn’t have enough time

• the budget was tight

• it was hard to keep everything in mind

• I was afraid to forget about something

• I didn’t have enough knowledge

• I didn’t have necessary skills

• I didn’t have enough patience to repeat the instructions again and again

• this process required consistency and dedication from both the teacher and child, and a lot of
patience

• I myself had to acquire teaching skills

• I had to learn some teaching techniques

• I was on the verge of losing my temper
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How did you feel?

• I was more than happy

• I was proud of myself

• why:

• I didn’t give up though I was facing a lot of difficulties

• I achieved great results without anybody’s help

• I worked really hard to achieve this result

• I achieved success despite a lot of hardships

• I had the courage to take risk and go after my dream

• I put a lot of effort in achieving this result

• I was fighting the battle of my life

• this is something I never thought I could do

Converstation with a stranger

Question: Describe an interesting conversation that you had with someone You should say:

Question:

• who this person was

• where you met this person

• what you talked about

• why this conversation was interesting

• Part 3 for this cue card - ’Communication’, ’Speeches and presentations’

Answer:

Who was this person?

• an elderly man

• an elderly woman

• a woman

• a man

• a young woman

• a young man
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Where did you meet this person?

• We met:

• on a plane

• on a bus

• on a train

• at the party

• This person was:

• sitting next to me

• 1. in the departure lounge at the airport

• 2. at hospital

• 3. at the cinema

• We were:

• standing in the queue:

• 1. at the check-in desk at the airport

• 2. at the supermarket

What did you talk about?

• We talked about:

• relationships between men and women

• human relationships

• our past experiences

• future plans

• shopping

• food

• politics

• business

• life

• education

• bringing up children

• technology

• music

• travelling

• We talked about:

• 1. the countries we had travelled to

• 2. the biggest experience of ‘culture shock’ in another country

• work
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Why was this conversation interesting?

• It was a really enjoyable conversation as:

• the other person was really open to a constructive dialogue and exchange of ideas

• I found a sound solution to my problem

• I got my problems off my chest

• it was a heart-to-heart conversation about life

Da y that you remember well

Question: Describe a day that you remember well because you had a special event You should
say:

Question:

• what happened

• where you were

• how you felt

• why you remember this day

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Memories and memory’

Answer:

What happened?

• I had my first day at work (at school)

• my friend had a wedding

• my wife gave birth to our child

• my X celebrated an anniversary

• my son (or daughter) had a graduation party

• I had an engagement party

Where was it?

• where it was:

• it was:

• in church

• outdoors

• on the beach

• near the river or lake

• by a river, surrounded by woodland

• in a large wedding tent
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• in a tipi

• at a restaurant

• at a cafe

• at home

• at somebody’s place

• in the forest

• in their (our) country house

• 1. in the garden

• 2. in the arbor

• in the park

• on a boat

• on a yacht

Why do you remember this event so well?

• I vividly remember this event as:

• this was the first family celebration my parents had taken me with them

• I was impressed with the number of guests

• this was the first time I hadn’t gone to sleep until midnight

• I received a lot of presents in big beautiful boxes

How did you feel?

• I was nervous

• I was on edge all day

• I was sitting on pins and needles the whole day

• I was excited

• I was more than happy

• reasons to be happy:

• I finally had time to do what I like the most

• I finally had free time to spend with family and friends

• I did what I really liked

• the party was perfect from start to finish

• the food was delicious

• there was nice live music

• I saw relatives whom I hadn’t seen for years

• I met my childhood friends again

• I saw my friends whom I hadn’t seen since childhood

• I had a good time
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Day that would make you happy

Question: Describe a day which you think would make you happy You should say:

Question:

• where you would spend it

• who you would spend it with

• what you would do

• why you would be happy

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Happiness’, ’Happy events’

Answer:

Where would you spend this day?

• I would spend the whole day:

• in bed

• at home

• in the countryside

• on a beach

• at a SPA centre

• in the forest

• in some shopping centre

• in the park

What would you do?

• I would have a one-day digital detox

• I would have a SPA visit (or, a visit to a day spa)

• 1. a SPA centre provides facilities such as a sauna, infrared sauna, swimming pool, steam
room, jacuzzi, relaxation room

• 2. a SPA centre provides a variety of SPA treatments, for example, a massage or body wrap

• I would allow myself to put my feet up and do something just for pleasure

• I would have a picnic

• I would go fishing

• I would spend the whole day outdoors

• I would ride a bike

• I would go to the forest to pick mushrooms

• I would walk in the forest
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• I would have a boat trip

• I would sleep all day long

• I would read a book or watch a film

• I would finally spend some quality time with my family

Who would you spend it with?

• I would like to spend the whole day:

• alone

• on my own

• I want to be accompanied by:

• my classmates

• my colleagues

• my parents

• my family

• my child or children

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my son or daughter

• my close friends

• my best friend

• one of my friends

What would make you happy?

• it would be an escape from my daily routine

• it would help me to relax

• it would be a perfect way to relax and unwind

• it would help me to relieve the stress

• it would help me to stop thinking about my work and problems

• it would be a good exercise

• it would help me to recharge my batteries

• it would be fun

• it would remind me of my childhood

• it would conjure happy memories of childhood

• it would be a bit like being a kid again
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• reasons to enjoy SPA treatments:

• a serene atmosphere of a spa centre would make me calm and relaxed

• from start to finish I would be well taken care of

• it would be a day of total relaxation

• it would be a retreat from the sensory overload of my hectic lifestyle

Event (Exciting event)

Question: Describe an exciting event You should say:

Question:

• what it was

• when and where it was

• who you were with

• why you were excited

• Part 3 - ’Celebrations’

Answer:

What was the event?

• sentence starters:

• one of the best experiences I’ve ever had is. . .

• a quad bike tour

• a street food festival

• my friend’s wedding

• my birthday party

• a carnival

• a film festival

• a dance festival

• a music festival

• a food fight festival

• a beer festival

• a water festival

• a housewarming party

• a christening ceremony

• a birthday party

• a company’s birthday party
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• a party with friends

• an engagement party

• a wedding

• a hen party (or, a bachelorette party)

• a stag party (or, a bachelor party)

• a gender reveal party

• a farewell party

• a tea party

• a fancy dress party

• an Easter (Halloween, New Year’s Eve, Valentine’s Day) party

• a pizza party

• a BBQ party

• a class reunion

• a potluck party

• a gangster party

• a pajama party (or, a sleepover)

• a cocktail dress party

• prom

• a dance party

• visiting an escape room

• riding an elephant

When and where was it?

• recently

• just a while ago

• a couple of months ago

• X days (weeks, months, years) ago

• just a couple of days (weeks, months) ago

• several days (weeks, months) ago

• last week (month, year, summer)

• yesterday

• a long time ago

• a long while ago

• where:
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• at somebody’s place

• on a roof

• on a beach

• in a cafe

• in a restaurant

• in a nightclub

• in a bar

• in the desert

• 1. in the sand dunes

• in the forest

• in the mountains

• on the beach

• near the river or lake

• in the park

• on a boat

• on a yacht

Who did you do it with?

• I was with:

• my classmates

• my roommate

• my colleagues

• my parents

• my child or children

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my son or daughter

• my close friends and relatives

• my best friend

• one of my friends

• my neighbour
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Why was it exciting for you?

• it was the thrill of a lifetime

• I don’t do such things on a regular basis

• I had never done anything like that before

• it was the first time I’d done it

• I had the time of my life

Family member

Question: Describe a family member that you spend a lot of time with You should say:

Question:

• who this person is

• what this person looks like

• what you like to do with him or her

• explain why you like this person

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Family’

Answer:

Who is this person?

• my mother

• my father

• my sister or brother

• my twin-sister or twin-brother

• my grandmother or grandfather

• my uncle or aunt

What does this person look like?

• general:

• handsome (about men)

• good-looking

• beautiful (about women)

• pretty

• age:

• middle-aged

• young
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• in his or her teens

• in his or her early thirties (eg. 32)

• in his or her mid-forties (eg.45)

• in his or her late seventies (eg.78)

• she doesn’t look her age

• height:

• tall

• of medium height

• short

• build:

• a bit overweight

• of medium build

• slim

• broad shoulders

• hair:

• going bald

• long

• shoulder length

• short

• curly

• wavy

• straight

• silky

• dark

• fair

• eyes:

• hazel

• grey

• green

• black

• blue

• deep-set eyes

• glint in the eyes

69



• face:

• with delicate features

• a pale face

• a dark complexion

• a beard

• a moustache

• wrinkles

• full lips

• thin lips

• freckles (sunspots)

• dimples (small hollow places in a person’s face)

• a mole above the corner of the mouth

• plump cheeks

• joining eyebrows

• long eyelashes

• prominent cheekbones

• a big forehead

• a straight nose

• a snub nose

• a hooked nose

What do you like to do with him or her?

• do shopping

• have long conversations on different topics

• discuss our plans

• play together

• watch films

• go out

• go for walks

• play games (board games, cards, chess, checkers, backgammon)

• go fishing

• cook together
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Why are you very close to this person?

• we understand each other very well

• she or he seems to understand me intuitively

• never judges me

• always supports me

• is my security blanket

• gives me sound advice

• we’ve shared so many things

• we talk to each other about anything

• I hide nothing from him or her

• we disclose important things to each other

• we have a lot in common

• we are the blocks of one whole

• we share values

• we love each other to pieces

• we have grown together

• whatever happens to me, she or he is the first person I rush to

• were we to get lost on a desert island, we wouldn’t get bored a bit

• he or she is the only person who can tolerate my tantrums or bad mood

• a lot of my memories are connected with him or her

Feeling bored

Question: Describe a time when you were with other people and you were bored You should say:

Question:

• where it was

• who you were with

• what you did

• why you were bored

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Boredom’, ’Interesting life’

Answer:
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What was the occasion?

• watching a movie

• watching a live performance

• watching a play

• watching a football (basketball) match

• a housewarming party

• a christening ceremony

• a birthday party

• a company’s birthday party

• a party with friends

• an engagement party

• a wedding

• a hen party (or, a bachelorette party)

• a stag party (or, a bachelor party)

• a gender reveal party

• a farewell party

• a tea party

• a fancy dress party

• an Easter (Halloween, New Year’s Eve, Valentine’s Day) party

• a pizza party

• a BBQ party

• a class reunion

• a potluck party

• a gangster party

• a pajama party (or, a sleepover)

• a cocktail dress party

• prom

• a dance party
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Where was it?

• at somebody’s place

• on a roof

• on a beach

• in a cafe

• in a restaurant

• in a nightclub

• in a bar

• at a stadium

• at a cinema

Who were you with?

• I was there with my friend (boyfriend, husband, colleague)

• there was:

• only a small circle of friends

• there were:

• really few guests

• not many people on a guest list

• a lot of relatives and friends

• bride and groom’s co-workers

• a lot of people whom I had never seen before

Why were you bored?

• I was bored to death

• I was bored to tears

• it was as exciting as watching paint dry (idiom: very boring)

• it was as interesting as watching grass grow (idiom: very boring)

• it was boring

• I felt out of place there

• I felt like I was there by mistake

• I hate big social gatherings

• I don’t like to attend events where there are lots of people whom I’ve never seen before

• it was noisy, so it was impossible to communicate

• I didn’t know anybody

• there was nothing to do but eat and drink

• I didn’t know what to fill the time with

• there wasn’t anything fun

• there were no party games
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Film you wanted to discuss

Question: Describe a film that you saw and wanted to discuss with friends You should say:

Question:

• what the film was about

• when and where you watched it

• whether you liked or disliked it

• why you wanted to discuss it

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Films’, ’Film industry’

Answer:

What was the film about?

• story starters:

• I recently saw The adjustment bureau and I was very pleased with the movie.

• 1. It is (a romantic science fiction thriller) that depicts something.

• 2. This movie is mainly about something.

• This film stars (Matt Damon and Emily Blunt).

• In one particular scene, there is something.

• Something is definitely one of the highlights of the movie.

• setting:

• The action takes place in ...

• The action of the film is set in ...

• The story takes place in...

• The adjustment bureau:

• It is a romantic science fiction thriller that depicts an affair between a politician and a con-
temporary dancer.

• The story takes place in New York

• David accidentally meets Elise, while rehearsing his speech

• after they kiss each other, he gets so inspired that he delivers a great speech that makes him
a favourite in the election race

• one month later they meet each other on a bus

• he takes the same bus for three years to meet her, but some mysterious forces keep them apart

• this is because all the events in people’s lives are controlled by the Adjustment Bureau that
ensures people live according to ‘the Plan’ because every time humanity is granted free will,
it results in wars or other negative events
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• so the bureau tries to do whatever possible to stop them from meeting each other

• one day David meets two men working for this bureau and they explain that they make
corrections when things go slightly wrong

• David is warned that if he doesn’t stop making attempts to meet Elise, his memory will be
erased

• David decides to fight against it and he tries to outsmart or elude the men in the suits and
hats

• as a result, the bureau issues a revised plan according to which Elise and David are meant to
be together, and they are let go

When did you watch it?

• when:

• recently

• just a while ago

• a couple of months ago

• in my childhood

• when I was a child (a school student, a student)

• when I was about 14 or 16

• when I studied at school (college, university)

• X days (weeks, months, years) ago

• just a couple of days (weeks, months) ago

• several days (weeks, months) ago

• last week (month, year)

• yesterday

• a long time ago

• a long while ago

Where did you watch it?

• at the cinema

• at home

• at my friend’s place

75



Did you like or dislike it?

• sentence starters:

• This film was definitely worth a few hours of my time as...

• This movie is definitely worth watching more than once as...

• This is a great movie with something.

• Another great aspect of the film was something.

• This movie is different from the rest because . . .

• This is the rare movie that made me . . .

• this film is:

• 1. inspirational

• 2. thought-provoking

• 3. entertaining

• this film teaches us:

• 1. not to give up even if there are insurmountable obstacles

• 2. to pursue our dreams and goals no matter what

• this film teaches that:

• 1. everything depends on us

• I liked:

• 1. the suspense of watching a good plot unfold

• 2. the special effects

• I liked watching it as:

• 1. the casting is truly perfect

• 2. I was on the edge of my seat waiting to see what would happen next

• 3. it is not excessively long but long enough to tell the story

• 4. it has a really compelling plot

• 5. it raises the question and draws our attention to the dilemma of life, the conflict between
free will and predestination

• I’m a huge fan of Matt Damon

• Emily Blunt is fantastic as Elise Sellas

Why do you want to discuss it?

• it’s our favourite topic to talk about

• I wondered whether my friends had a different opinion to mine

• reason to discuss The adjustment bureau:

• we are constantly debating whether our future is predetermined or whether people have free
will
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Gift you gave - add why it took long time

Question: Describe a gift that took long time to choose You should say:

Question:

• what the gift was

• whom you gave it to

• why you gave it

• explain whether the person liked it or not

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Gifts’

Answer:

What was the gift?

• popular gifts:

• a piece of clothes

• an electronic device

• 1. a power bank

• 2. a fisheye lens

• 3. a smart watch

• 4. a selfie stick

• 5. a tablet

• 6. a smartphone

• 7. a mobile phone charger

• 8. a bluetooth headset

• 9. a game console

• 10. a camera

• 11. a GPS navigator

• a toy

• 1. a doll

• 2. a stuffed toy

• 3. a Lego set

• 4. a toy gun

• 5. a robot

• 6. a car

• 7. a teddy bear (with beady eyes, with a scarf, with a ribbon)
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• home appliances:

• 1. a vacuum cleaner

• 2. a washing machine

• 3. a dish-washer

• 4. a digital scale

• 5. a fridge

• 6. a microwave oven

• a watch

• sunglasses

• a designer bag

• jewellery:

• 1. earrings

• 2. a bracelet

• 3. a necklace

• 4. a ring

• a photo frame

Whom did you give it to?

• my neighbour

• my colleague

• my friend

• my mentor

• my teacher

• my boss

• my God father or mother

• my relative

• my father or mother

• my grandfather or grandmother

• my uncle or aunt

• my sister or brother

• my cousin

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my son or daughter

• my children

• one of my distant relatives
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Why did you give it?

• NB: in English, if you are talking about a person whose gender you are unsure of, use ‘they’,
in your stories, use ‘he’ or ‘she’

• I knew they wanted it, but couldn’t afford to buy

• they asked me to buy this very gift

• I knew they had been dreaming about it for a long while

• I hoped they would like it

Did the person like it or not?

• NB: in English, if you are talking about a person whose gender you are unsure of, use ‘they’,
in your stories, use ‘he’ or ‘she’

• positive reaction:

• they were on cloud nine

• they were was excited

• they looked happy

• they jumped for joy

• reasons to like the gift:

• I knew they had been dreaming about it for a long time

• negative reaction:

• they were upset

• they were unhappy

• they looked disappointed

• they pretended to like it, but I saw they didn’t

Goal you set and achieved

Question: Describe a goal you achieved You should say:

Question:

• what the achievement is

• how you did it

• how difficult it was

• how you feel about it

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Goals’

Answer:
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What goal did you achieve?

• I became the champion of the world in boxing (football, etc.)

• I became the champion of Europe in chess (basketball, etc.)

• I earned my first money

• I passed an exam in (for example, Maths)

• I won a scholarship

• I climbed mount Everest

• I conquered my fear of

• 1. public speaking

• 2. drowning

• 3. driving

• 4. flying

• 5. heights

• I set up my own business

• I turned a small business into a big one

• I built a successful business singlehandedly

• I got a job at X company

• I quit smoking after being a heavy smoker for many years

• I lost 15 kilos in 6 months

• I knocked off X kilos

• I ran a marathon

• I got a driver’s license

• I invented a new way to do something

• I graduated with honours

• I got rated very highly for a project at school

• I rescued a stray cat (or a dog, bird)

• I got an award for academic achievements (voluntary work or something else)

• I successfully completed an important project at work

• I successfully completed a school project and got an award

• I organised an exhibition (or a trade fair)

• I raised lots of money for charity

• I learned to play a musical instrument

• I learned a foreign language
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• I learned to draw

• I got a promotion

• I learned to edit photos in Photoshop

• I learned to drive a car

• I learned to swim

• I learned to ride a bike

• I learned to speak in public confidently

• I became a recognised specialist in X

• I got higher education abroad

• I got an MBA degree

• I travelled the world

• I wrote and published a book

• I purchased a house

• I purchased a car

• I created a foundation to fund good causes

What did you do to achieve it?

• I found a friend who did it (semi)-professionally and asked them to help me

• I read a book which covered all aspects of it

• I watched video tutorials

• I practice along with video tutorials

• I watched step-by-step video lessons on the Internet

• I used online resources

• I used online programs

• I tried out an online course

• I read blogs and forums

• I found a coach who taught me to do it

• I got expert advice

• I learned through a lot of practice

• I used a virtual reality simulation system

• I consulted a specialist or a lot of specialists

• I consulted an expert

• I used a mobile application

• I attended lectures
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• I listened to lectures

• I attended webinars

• I took an extensive course

• I worked day and night

• I worked hard

• I studied hard

• I made an action plan

• I made a tangible plan

• I acquired necessary skills

• I stopped wasting time on irrelevant things

• I developed mastery in a chosen field

• setting up a business:

• I came up with an idea for a business

• I found a gap in the marketplace

• I created a business plan

• I did market research

• I developed several strategies for market penetration

• I took a loan

• I found investors

• I obtained necessary licenses and permits

• I chose a business structure

• I registered a company

• I bought or rented premises

• I hired employees

• I launched a website

• I looked for different channels to promote my product or services

• losing weight

• I exercised daily

• I drank a lot of water daily

• I stopped eating fast food

• I ditched junk food

• I stopped buying snacks

• I started sticking to a diet
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• I ate only healthy food

• I ate water-rich foods

• I slashed calories

• I took in fewer calories

• I burnt more calories

• I went jogging in the mornings

• I ordered the smallest portion of everything

• I cooked foods in healthier ways such as boiling, baking and stewing

• I avoided sugar-sweetened beverages

• I had a few light meals instead of one main meal

How easy or difficult was it?

• It was difficult because:

• I didn’t have enough experience

• I was pressed for time

• it was really time-consuming

• I had neither experience nor money

• I had never done anything like that before

• it took a considerable amount of planning and organisation on my part

• I had to make sure I didn’t miss the smallest of details

How did you feel about it?

• I didn’t give up though I was facing a lot of difficulties

• I achieved great results without anybody’s help

• I worked really hard to achieve this result

• I achieved success despite a lot of hardships

• I had the courage to take risk and go after my dream

• I put a lot of effort in achieving this result

• I was fighting the battle of my life

• this is something I never thought I could do

Job you don not want to do

Question: Describe a job you don’t want to do You should say:
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Question:

• what it is

• whether you think it’s easy or difficult

• explain why you don’t want to do it

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Jobs and robots’

Answer:

What job is it?

• story starters:

• I would never consider working as. . .

• I would never ever want to work as. . .

• a cashier at a supermarket

• an accountant

• a vet

• a surgeon

• an ambulance doctor

• a firefighter

• a telemarketer

• a miner

• a slaughterhouse worker

• a promotional mascot

• a steel worker

Is it as an easy or difficult job?

• difficult:

• it’s a tough job

• it would take me a while to learn the ropes

• I’m not sure I would learn this job fast

• simple:

• I don’t think it would take me long to learn the ropes

• this job requires minimal training and education

• this job doesn’t require a degree

• you don’t need any experience to get hired
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Why do you not want to do this job?

• it’s too stressful and tough

• it’s too dangerous

• I don’t want to risk my life for strangers

• I don’t want to work long hours

• I don’t want to work unsocial hours

• I wouldn’t like to do shift work, especially work night shifts

• it’s too boring for me

• it’s repetitive and tedious work

• it’s a low paid job

• I would have no promotion opportunities

• it’s a dead-end job

• there’s no path for advancement

• Xs are often mistreated in the workplace

• Xs are often faced with awful and demoralising situations

• a cashier:

• you are just an ’item scanner’

• you have to smile, greet, and thank each and every customer even if they are being rude

• you have to stand for long periods of time while checking out customers

• you can’t take a toilet break when you need it

• you have to pay for any shortage of cash

• a slaughterhouse worker:

• killing animals for a living is extremely depressing

• a steel worker:

• steelworkers risk falling from a great height

• the job includes the risk of serious injuries from steel beams or walls collapsing on workers

Journey that was delayed

Question: Describe an important journey that was delayed You should say:

Question:

• where you were going

• why it was delayed

• how it affected your plans

• how you felt

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Transportation’
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Answer:

What journey was it?

• I had an important business meeting scheduled for the evening

• I scheduled the first meeting with a potential customer

• I was planning to attend a conference (a workshop, a training course, a concert)

• I was invited to a party (a wedding, an interview)

• I was invited to give a talk at a business forum

• I was travelling to the airport located X kilometres away from where I live

What caused a delay?

• A delay was caused by:

• a blizzard (a severe snowstorm)

• heavy snowfall

• sleet (a thin icy layer on trees and streets)

• a hurricane (a destructive storm with strong winds)

• a thunderstorm (a storm of thunder and lightning accompanied by rain)

• cloud to ground strikes

• a tornado

• hail (balls of ice falling from the sky)

• a heat wave

• searing heat

• pouring rain

• a wall of torrential rain

• a dense blanket of fog that descended on the city

• a thick fog blanketed the city

• The plane planes circled above the airport for several hours, but couldn’t land

• My flight got diverted when fog prevented it from landing at the airport of destination
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How did it affect your plans?

• I had to apologize to my business partner (or customer) and ask him or her to reschedule the
meeting for the next week

• my plans went awry

• my plans were thrown into disarray

• all my hopes of doing something (meeting someone, signing a contract, getting a job) went out
of the window

• my plans were totally ruined

• several weeks (months, years) of hard work went down the drain

• my perfect plan went down the drain

• my romantic plans went down the drain

• why:

• the flight was delayed by X hours

• my car got stuck in the snow

• the windshield was covered with ice

• I couldn’t start the car

• I found myself in white-out conditions (almost zero visibility because of sand or snow)

• the roads were washed out by floodwaters

• the roads were washed out by heavy rain

• I couldn’t see the car in front of me, so I had to stop on the side of the road and wait for the
rain to alm

• rain was coming in such buckets that I couldn’t see anything but rain

• it was hard to keep the vehicle under control

• I had to turn back halfway and wait for the storm to calm

• the place was shut down because of extreme weather conditions

How did you feel?

• I was:

• upset

• disappointed

Helping someone

Question: Describe a situation when you helped someone You should say:
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Question:

• what the situation was

• who the person was

• how you helped them

• how you felt after helping them

• Part 3 - ’Helping others and giving advice’

Answer:

What was the situation?How did you help them?

• someone dropped a bag full of groceries ¿ I stopped and helped to pick up the stuff

• someone had a flat tyre ¿ I fixed someone’s car, I changed a tyre for someone, provided roadside
assistance

• someone was struggling to get a heavy door open ¿ I held the door for them

• someone was injured in a car accident ¿ I administered first aid, immobilized limbs, splinted
broken bones, bandaged wounds

• someone was short of money at the supermarket or someone was stuck with a declined credit
card ¿ I paid a grocery bill for a stranger

• someone couldn’t carry heavy bags ¿ I helped someone to carry a heavy bag

• someone got lost and asked for directions ¿ I showed the way

• someone needed a ride ¿ I gave a ride, I gave a lift

• someone was trying to hitchhike ¿ I picked up a hitchhiker

• someone was begging for money ¿ I bought a bag of groceries for them

• someone needed blood transfusion ¿ I donated blood

Who was the person?

• an elderly lady or man

• a child

• a stranger

• a foreign tourist

How did you feel after helping them?

• satisfied

• proud of myself

• happy

• fantastic

• had a sensation that can’t be expressed by words
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• nothing feels as good as helping those who are in need

• why:

• little things can brighten someone’s day

• made someone’s life easier

Home (Dream home)

Question: Describe your dream home You should say:

Question:

• what kind of accommodation it will be

• where it will be

• if it will be big or small

• what it will look like

• part 3 - ’Accommodation and living in the city’

Answer:

Where will it be?

• in the city centre

• in the heart of the city

• in the suburbs

• in the countryside

• deep in the forest as I love seclusion

• in the woods

• in the jungle

• on the outskirts of the city

• near the park

• near the lake

• near the river

• near the sea or ocean

• on the cliff of the hill

• in the mountains

• on the beach
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What kind of accommodation will it be and what will it look like?

• type of accommodation:

• a detached house

• a cabin (in the woods)

• a cottage with:

• a grass backyard

• a garden

• a garage

• a swimming pool

• an in-ground swimming pool

• a lap pool

• an indoor swimming pool

• a terrace

• a two storey flat

• a studio apartment

• in a high-rise condo

• in a townhouse

• in a high-rise building

• in a block of flats

• with a stunning panoramic view of the city

• a house on concrete stilts with multiple decks

• design and interior:

• French windows

• floor-to-ceiling windows

• a wide open floor plan

• large windows

• high ceilings

• huge staircases

• a flying staircase

• a glazed staircase

• wooden furniture

• a fireplace

• stylish furniture
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• sheer white drapes that let natural light in

• creative decor

• oak planks

• blank white or grey walls

• features:

• remote control heating, lighting, and sound systems

• a surrounding sound system all through the house

• floor heating

• floor cooling

• automatic blinds

• rooms:

• a kitchen

• a dining room

• a bathroom with a whirlpool tub and a walk-in shower

• a bedroom

• a laundry room

• a home office

• a walk-in closet

• a storage room

• a media room

• a sunroom

• description:

• minimalist-style

• cosy

• spacious

• fully-furnished

Will it be big or small?

• big:

• I like to receive guests

• if I can afford to have a big house, why not?

• I want to have a big family

• if it’s not big, it won’t include all I want to have in it

• small:
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• in my perception a big home cannot be cosy

• a small home is easier to maintain

• it’s not so costly to maintain a smaller home

• a smaller home requires less of your time, energy, and effort to maintain it

• smaller homes are less expensive to purchase and less expensive to keep

• I don’t want to spend a lot of time cleaning

• I get anxious just thinking of having to clean up a big home

Indoor game once played

Question: Describe a time when you played an indoor game You should say:

Question:

• what the game was

• who you played it with

• when and where you played it, how you played it

• why you liked it

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Games’, ’International events’

Answer:

What game was it and how did you play it?

• board games:

• chess

• backgammon

• checkers

• dominoes

• Carom (in India)

• Monopoly

• card games:

• poker

• computer games:

• Counter-Strike

• Doom

• Super Mario

• other games:

• Battleship
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• Alphabet Back Game:

• 1. trace a letter on your partner’s back

• 2. have your partner guess it

• Charades (’Crocodile’ in Russian-speaking countries):

• players should:

• 1. guess a secret word or phrase or act this word or phrase

• 2. separate everyone into pairs or teams

• 3. ask a volunteer from another team to come up

• 4. think up a charade (a secret word) for the opposite team to act out

• 5. communicate the meaning of the secret word to the other members of the team

• 6. shout out their guesses

• 7. not talk during the game or motion any letters

Who did you play it with?

• my mates

• my neighbours

• my best friend

• my family

• on my own

Where and when did you play it?

• where:

• at my place

• in the classroom

• in the kitchen

• in the living room at a round table

• when:

• almost every day after school

• at birthday parties

• every time my friends visited me

• almost every time my friends and I gathered at somebody’s place

• at weekends

• when my parents had free time
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Why did you like playing it?

• my friends and I:

• had a lot of fun together

• communicated

• laughed a lot

• this game:

• challenged my mind

• let me have a sense of achievement

• was never boring no matter how many times we played

• was a good way to pass time

• was outrageously fun

• entertaining

• didn’t require any additional equipment

• I liked:

• being the leader of the team

• being the winner

• making everyone laugh

• taking risks

• predicting what other players were going to do

• showing my artistic skills

• competing

• showing how clever I was

• seeing the person going mental to explain the topic

Leisure activity with family

Question: Describe a leisure activity you liked doing with your family You should say:

Question:

• what activity it was

• when and where you did it

• which family members you did it with

• why you liked doing it

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Leisure activities’, ’Live performances’, ’Entertainment industry’

Answer:
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What activity was it?

• good sentence starter:

• I always tried to carve out a part of the day to . . .

• After my working day (or school day) was over, my X and I

• My X and I liked to:

• go for a walk in the park

• walk in the park

• take a hike

• have a picnic

• go cycling

• play computer games

• play football (tennis, table tennis, basketball)

• play Charades

• play a card game

• play a board game

• watch a film

• visit a museum

• go to an amusement park or zoo

• visit a botanical garden

• arrange an evening of theatrical performances for the whole family

• make crafts

• make family collages after each vacation

When did you do this?

• whenever we had free time

• right after work or school

• every evening

• almost every day

• every weekend

• several times a week
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Where did you do this?

• at home

• at somebody’s place

• on the beach

• near the river

• in the park

• in the forest

• in the school’s yard

• at the stadium

• in the countryside

Who did you do it with?

• I did it with:

• my child or children

• my husband or wife

• my son or daughter

• my parents

• my granparents

Why did you like it?

• I liked doing it because:

• my X and I had a lot of fun

• my X and I had a good time together

• this way I spent some quality time with my family

• I saw that it made my X happy

• it lit up my X’s life

• this helped my X not to feel alone

• it was an escape from my daily routine

• it helped me to relax

• it helped me to relieve the stress

Losing and finding

Question: Describe a time when you lost something and then got it back You should say:
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Question:

• what it was

• where you lost it

• how you found it

• how you felt when you found it

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Finding things’, ’Losing something’

Answer:

What was it?

• important items that people often lose:

• a phone

• a credit or debit card

• keys

• a wallet

• a pen

• stationery

• a passport

• a driver’s license

• documents

• a lipstick

• a tablet

• a bag

• a battery charger

• glasses

• an umbrella

• a remote control

• a social security card

• this could make me the victim of identity theft if my belongings ended up in the wrong person’s
possession

• this item was very expensive, and I’d been saving for a long time to afford it

• it was a gift from my late grandfather (or somebody else)

• it was a rare item

• it takes a lot of time to restore lost documents

• I stored a lot of important information in it

• I can’t survive even an hour without the device

• my phone is like my best friend that I can’t live without
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Where did you lose it?

• I had no idea where I lost it

• there was a hole in my pocket that I didn’t realize was there

• I must have lost it:

• at a café

• at a restaurant

• in the supermarket

• on a bus

• on a train

• on a plane

• in the nightclub

• at a bar

• at the airport

• at the train station

• at the bus station

• in a taxi

• in a subway

• at a bowling alley

• in my country house

• at home

• on the beach

• in the park

• in a changing room at the department store

• in the school

• in the college

• in the university

• somewhere on campus

• in the library

• in the fitness centre
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How did you find it?

• It was found:

• on the ground

• on the pavement

• on the floor

• on the sidewalk

• on the shoulder of the road

• off the curb

• in the back seat of a cab

• in a shopping cart

• on the counter

• under (or behind) the sofa

• in my bag

• in my pockets

• X called me and told me that he (or she) had found my Y

• I tried to determine the last time I saw the item

• I found it in the spot where I usually keep it

• I checked the place where it was supposed to be and found it there

• I searched the flat thoroughly and found my X under the sofa (behind the sofa)

• I made up fliers describing the lost item and posted them in the area where I’d lost it

• I called the lost-and-found

• I asked X if they had seen my Y

• I came back to the store and asked around for the lost item

• I went to the nearest establishment, found an employee, left my name and number and asked
him to call me if someone brought my X to them

• then X asked me to name at least five people on the contact list of the phone to make sure I
was the owner of the phone

• I asked my mom to call my phone ’cause I was sure it was somewhere in my purse or in one
of the pockets

How did you feel when you found it?

• I was relieved

• I was more than happy

Lying to your friend
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Question: Describe an occasion when you lied to your friend You should say:

Question:

• when and where this happened

• who this friend was

• why you lied

• how you felt about lying to your friend

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Lying’, ’Truth’

Answer:

When and where was it?

• my friend suggested going to X, but I was feeling lazy and didn’t want to go anywhere, so I
said that:

• 1. I was feeling sick

• 2. I had a terrible headache

• 3. I had to do some urgent work

• the item that I’d borrowed from my friend was badly damaged, so I said that I couldn’t return
it because I was feeling sick, but, in fact, it was an attempt to win some time and buy the
same one

• I forgot about a meeting with my friend and didn’t show up, but when he (or she) called me,
I said:

• 1. I got stuck in a traffic jam

• 2. I was trapped in an elevator

• I overslept and was late for a meeting with my friend, but I said this happened because:

• 1. I got stuck in a traffic jam

• 2. I was trapped in an elevator

• my friend had a new haircut which I didn’t like, but I said she looked great

• I said to my friend that her ex-boyfriend’s new girlfriend is ugly although I didn’t think so

Who was that friend?

• my childhood friend

• my best friend

• one of my close friends

• my friend from work
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Why did you lie?

• I didn’t want to hurt my friend’s feelings

• I didn’t want to make my friend upset

• I didn’t want to worry him or her

• I didn’t want to get him or her into trouble

• I didn’t want to make myself look wrong

• I feared the negative consequences of disclosing the truth

• I was sure that he or she wouldn’t believe I didn’t have anything with my ex-girlfriend (or
ex-boyfriend)

• I was sure my friend wouldn’t believe it was just a business meeting

• I wanted to avoid an argument

• I didn’t want to spoil our relationship

• my friend could think that I don’t respect him or her

• my friend could think that I don’t value our relationships

• my friend could think that I don’t value our friendship

• my friend could think I don’t respect her time

• I didn’t want my friend to get offended

• I didn’t want my friend to get angry with me

How did you feel about lying to your friend?

• I felt embarrassed

• I was really sorry

• I was feeling guilty

• I felt upset

• I felt ashamed for what had happened

Meeting someone

Question: Describe a time when you met someone for the first time You should say:

Question:

• where it was

• who this person was

• what you talked about

• why you remember meeting this person for the first time

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Making friends’, ’Colleagues’, ’Hospitality’
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Answer:

Where was it?

• we (nearly) ran into each other:

• at the store

• on the street

• we had a rest at the same hotel

• we were sitting next to each other on a plane

• I initiated a conversation on a plane (or, on a train, on a bus)

• we were sitting next to each other at the:

• lecture

• concert

• presentation

• professional training

• business training or seminar

• we were participants of the same training course

• my Y invited him (or her) to our place

• my Y invited him (or her) to stay with us in our house

Who was this person?

• What I will never forget is my first meeting with my X. . .

• Oh, there was one meeting, that I’ll definitely never forget

• I’ll never forget meeting X for the first time

• my business partner

• my customer from X

• my colleague

• my group mate

• my best friend

• a foreign person

• my boss

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my neighbour

• my IELTS tutor

• my teacher of English
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What did you talk about?

• We talked about:

• relationships between men and women

• human relationships

• our past experiences

• future plans

• shopping

• food

• politics

• business

• life

• life in X

• education

• bringing up children

• technology

• music

• travelling

• We talked about:

• 1. the countries we had travelled to

• 2. the biggest experience of ‘culture shock’ in another country

• work

Why do you remember meeting this person?

• it was the most embarrassing moment ever

• it was one of the most embarrassing moments in my whole life

• I fell in love with him (or her) at first sight

• I had never before had an opportunity to actually talk to a foreigner

Message

Question: Describe an important text message that you received You should say:

Question:

• what sms it was

• when you received it

• how you felt

• why it was important

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Phone calls, messages, communication’
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Answer:

What message was it?

• a confirmation text message

• an appointment confirmation text message

• an order confirmation text message

• a payment confirmation text message

• a hotel booking confirmation

• a reminder text message (a text reminder)

• a payment reminder (an overdue payment reminder, an insurance renewal reminder, a loan
due date reminder, an unpaid invoice reminder, a payment plan reminder)

• an appointment reminder (a medical appointment reminder, a beauty appointment text re-
minder,

• a delivery reminder

• a flight reminder

• a mobile text alert

• a bank alert (a transaction alert, a fraud alert, a deposit alert, a high-balance alert, a low-
balance alert, an overdraft alert)

• a flight delay alert

• a flight cancellation alert

• a gate change alert

• a flight change alert

• a text notification

• an account status notification

• a cancellation notification

• a flight notification message

• purpose of the text message:

• to remind me of a late or missing payment

• to remind me of an upcoming bill-payment deadline

• to confirm that I have an appointment with a doctor on

• to confirm that I successfully registered for the event

• to confirm that my order has been placed or shipped

• to confirm that my payment has been successfully processed

• to confirm that my documents have been processed

• to confirm that my visa application has been submitted for processing
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• to confirm that my visa application has been received

• to inform me that my visa has been approved

• to let me know that the results of my test had been released

• to confirm that my account was credited

• to update me on my transactions and account activities

• to inform me that my medical test results (blood test results, IELTS test results) are available
to view online

When did you receive it?

• recently

• just a while ago

• a couple of months ago

• when I studied at school (college, university)

• X days (weeks, months, years) ago

• just a couple of days (weeks, months) ago

• several days (weeks, months) ago

• last week (month, year)

How did you feel?

• I had a panic attack

• I finally felt relieved when I saw the results of my (IELTS, blood, medical) test

• I was so excited that I nearly jumped for joy

• I practically jumped for joy when I saw that. . .

• I was really pleased to get it

• I tried to stay calm, but I was secretly jumping for joy

Why was it important?

• If it hadn’t been for that text message,

• I would have missed an important meeting (an appointment with. . . , an important event, my
flight, my class)

• I would have paid a fee for the late or missed payment

• I would have wasted a lot of time

• I would have become more and more annoyed day by day

Mobile phone could not use

Question: Describe an experience when you couldn’t use a mobile phone You should say:

105



Question:

• what you did

• when it was

• where it was

• why you were not allowed to use a mobile phone

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Phones and politeness’

Answer:

What did you do?

• I was travelling by plane

• I was at the concert

• I was watching a play (or musical)

• I was sitting an exam

• I was visiting my friend at hospital

• I had an excursion

• I had a lesson (or class)

When was it?

• sentence starters:

• I don’t remember exactly when this happened, but it seems to me it was. . .

• As far as I remember it was. . .

• when:

• recently

• just a while ago

• a couple of months ago

• X days (weeks, months, years) ago

• just a couple of days (weeks, months) ago

• several days (weeks, months) ago

• last week (month, year)

• last weekend

• yesterday

• a long time ago

• a long while ago
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Where was it?

• at the theatre

• at the cinema

• at school (college, university)

• at the IELTS test centre

• in a library

• at hospital

• at a museum

• at an art gallery

• on a plane during takeoff and landing

Why were you not allowed to use a mobile phone?

• I was not allowed to use a mobile phone:

• not to have an opportunity to cheat

• because of my school’s policy

• not to disturb people who were concentrating on what they were reading

• not to annoy people around me

• as the phone would have interfered with medical equipment

• the signal of the phone interferes with navigation instruments, and can even cause a crash

• the phone can cause instrument display malfunctions

• because of its interference with ground networks

• for safety reasons

Performance or show

Question: Describe a performance or show you enjoyed watching You should say:

Question:

• what performance it was

• when and where it was

• who were the performers

• why you liked it

• Part 3 - ’Performances, dancing’

Answer:
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What performance was it?

• an acrobatic performance

• an acro dance performance (a dance style that combines classical dancing techniques with
precision acrobatic elements)

• a musical performance

• a boy band performance

• a dance performance

• a traditional dance performance

• an Indian folk dance performance

• an ice show

• a motorcycle stunt show

• a magic show

• a fire performance

• a puppet show

• an acrobatic performance:

• to perform acrobatic stunts

• to balance atop each other’s heads, shoulders, or feet

• to do unimaginable somersaults, flips, turn and twists without noticeable difficulty

• to do a handstand

• to do a bridge with one leg up

• to perform double planches

• to perform partner handstands

• to perform an elbow stand

• to perform double tricks (tricks performed by a pair of acro dancers)

• to support the top mounter in handstands, planches and other acrobatic poses

• the base partner

• the top partner
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When and where did it take place?

• where:

• at the open air theatre

• at the arts centre

• in the centre of X

• in the city centre

• in the park

• on the beach

• in the concert hall

• at the theatre

• at the cafe

• at the restaurant

• at the nightclub

• at the museum

• when:

• during the X Street Festival

• when I was on holiday last year

• last weekend (week, month, summer, year)

• recently

• a couple of weeks (months, years) ago

Who were the performers?

• world-class acrobats

• world-class ice skaters

• professional dancers

• a group of musicians

• stuntmen and stuntwomen

• a group of professional athletes

• amateur artists

• a magician

• an illusionist

• my friends

• my children

• my son or daughter
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Why did you like it?

• this is the best performance I’ve ever seen

• the performance was out of this world

• it was so impressive a performance that I couldn’t take my eyes off the stage

• why:

• it’s hard to put into words how good the performance was

• this performance touched the deepest strings of my heart

• the performers challenged the laws of gravity with never-before-seen acrobatics

• this performance defied all my expectations

• it defied the laws of physics

• I was impressed by the phenomenal feats of strength they performed

• the acrobatic feats were so phenomenal that I couldn’t believe my eye

Person in the news

Question: Describe a person in the news you want to meet You should say:

Question:

• who this person is

• how you know this person

• what he or she is like

• why you want to meet him or her

• part 3 - ’Celebrities and news’

Answer:

Who is this person?

• Donald Trump, the President of the USA

• Queen Elizabeth II, the Queen of Great Britain

• Prince Harry

• Meghan Markle

• Lady Gaga

• Mark Zuckerberg

• Bill Gates

• Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia

• Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States

• Pope Francis
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How do you know about this person?

• I follow this person on Instagram

• I read an article about this person

• there are tons of articles about this person

• I came across an article about this person while I was surfing the Net

• I watched a TV program about this person

• I watched an interview with this person

• I attended one of his or her concerts

• I once heard one of his (or her) songs on the radio and really liked it

• The first time I saw X was in Z movie. Then I watched all his or her movies within several
weeks. (for example, I watched all Angelina Jolie movies)

What is he or she like?

• I don’t know X personally, so I have no idea what kind of person he (or she) is

• I don’t know X personally. So, of course, I can’t be absolutely sure that X is just like I expect
from TV and magazines

• I can’t be sure that what I think of X is true, but...

• I would describe his (or her) personality as (outgoing)

• The word that I feel best describes him (or her) is (hard-working)

• X is more than (hard-working)

• To say that X is (hard-working) is to say nothing

• X is a person who values something

• positive traits:

• X must have been (or, I thought X was):

• kind

• generous

• X donated a lot of money to charity

• honest

• brave

• ambitious

• resilient

• persistent

• hardworking (syn. industrious)

• reliable

• disciplined

111



• calm

• determined

• decisive

• sincere

• creative

• sensible

• curious

• considerate

• empathetic

• punctual

• responsible

• sociable

• outgoing

• a high-energy person

• a person of indomitable energy

• enthusiastic

• flexible

• an excellent communicator

• a natural leader

• persuasive

• enterprising

Why do you want to meet this person?

• I want to say that I doff my cap to him or her for. . .

• I want to say that I support him or her

• I want to say that I really appreciate what he or she does for...

• I admire her (or his) talent

• I want to achieve the same level of success

• X did things that other people didn’t even dare to think of

• X achieved success even though nobody believed in him (or her)

• X managed to turn his passion into a profitable business

• X is super rich although he (or she) wasn’t born with a silver spoon in his (or her) mouth

• X started from the bottom and became rich and famous before the age of XX
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Person who taught you something important

Question: Describe a person who taught you something important You should say:

Question:

• who this person is

• what this person taught you

• how they taught you

• why you think it was important

• part 3 - ’Teaching, learning’

Answer:

Who was this person?

• my neighbour

• my colleague

• my friend

• my best friend

• my classmate

• my teammate

• my groupmate

• my roommate

• my travelmate

• my mentor

• my coach

• my teacher of X

• my child’s teacher

• my boss

• my God father or mother

• my father or mother

• my grandfather or grandmother

• my uncle or aunt

• my sister or brother

• my cousin

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my son or daughter
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What did this person teach you?

• My X taught me:

• English

• to drive a car

• to cook

• to read

• to write

• to knit

• to repair staff

• to play a musical instrument

• to draw

• to take photos semi-professionally

• to edit photos in Photoshop

• to edit graphics in Photoshop

• to defend myself

• self-defence skills

• to apply makeup like a pro

• to swim

• to ski

• to skate

• to sing

• to dance (waltz, hip hop)

• to make presentations in PowerPoint

• basic first aid skills

• to touch-type

How did they teach you?

• good sentence starters:

• I have snapshot memories of my X doing something

• his or her approach to teaching was very effective

• my X was the ‘sink or swim’ type of a teacher

• my X explained things in detail and managed to keep me calm under pressure

• Apollo astronauts received fewer commands from mission control than I did from my X

• we spent some time cementing what I had already practised
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• my X made me repeat each step until I got it right

• how my X taught me to drive a car:

• my X broke down the process into a series of steps

• at first, we practised in a simulated environment, focusing on mastering one or two functions,
for example, steering and speed calibration, before my X lead me headlong into ‘real’ traffic
conditions

• my X took me on X Boulevard, one of the busiest roads in the city

• dad and I did laps on parking lots all over our neighbourhood

• my X made me work on the manoeuvres until I felt super confident performing them

• how my X taught me to ride a bike:

• my X set me on the bike and pushed me around until I got the hang of steering and stopping

• then my X gave me a big push and I did it on my own

• how my X taught me to swim:

• my X got in the pool with me and let me get used to the water

• my X showed me how to use my arms and feet

• my X showed me how to kick and pull the water to provide propulsion

Why was it important?

• This helped me:

• to improve my life in countless ways

• to prove myself to my friend who said I wouldn’t be able to do so

• to challenge myself

• to make my dream come true

• to do something myself instead of calling a professional, thereby saving both time and money

• Doing X:

• is a nice way to unwind

• is a nice way to relieve the stress

• is a wonderful way to express creativity

• why it’s important to take photos:

• I wanted to take Instagram-worthy photos even before I applied filters

• I wanted to document my trips well

• why it’s important to drive confidently:

• it was only when I learned to drive a car that I understood what freedom was

• it saves a lot of time

• it made getting around the city much more comfortable than it used to be

115



• it gave me freedom

• I can take as much stuff with me as I need

• I can transport a lot of stuff without hiring special companies

• I can take my parents’ car and go somewhere without waiting for one of them to give me a lift

• I can go to some places which are difficult to get to by public transport

• I can stop or change the route any time I want

• I don’t have to catch the bus, wait for a taxi or ask somebody to give me a lift and completely
depend on them

• I’m free to go wherever I want

• why skills connected with physical activity are important:

• This helped me:

• to lose weight

• to improve my health

• to strengthen my muscles

• Doing X:

• is a great cardiovascular activity

• why skills connected with professional growth are important:

• This helped me:

• to improve my chances of getting a good job

• Doing X:

• is invaluable in my career

• is a highly valued skill by employers

• sparked a career change

• padded my CV

Person who travels by plane

Question: Describe a person you know about who often travels by plane You should say:

Question:

• who this person is and how you know them

• where this person travels to

• why this person often travels by plane

• whether this person likes to travel by plane so often

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Airports’, ’Travelling by plane’
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Answer:

Who is this person?

• the President of Y

• the Prime Minister

• the Sultan (for example, the Sultan of Brunei)

• the king or queen

• a business person (for example, my boss, my customer)

• my boss’s wife

• a famous sports person (for example, Lionel Messi)

• an international lecturer (for example, Joe Dispenza)

• a corporate consultant

• a life coach (for example, Tony Robbins)

• a motivational speaker

• a singer

• an actor (or actress)

• a scientist

How do you know this person?

• I read an article about this person

• there are tons of articles about this person

• I came across an article about this person while I was surfing the Net

• I watched a TV program about this person

• I watched an interview with this person

Where does this person travel to?

• X has (business) meetings in many different cities (countries)

• X has to meet customers (employees, business partners, strategic partners, other world leaders)
all over the world

• X attends conferences all over the world

• X is often invited as a special guest speaker to different events

• X participates in conferences and business forums

• X regularly moves from one end of the country to another, or the other side of the world
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Why does this person have to travel by plane?

• why:

• it is the only way to travel across vast distances fast

• it is the fastest way to get anywhere

• X has a jam-packed schedule

• X has to spend his (or her) time as efficiently as possible

• X wants to spend his (or her) time efficiently (or effectively)

• X values his (or her) time

• X travels by plane to save his (or her) time which he (or she) considers his (or her) most
valuable resource

How does this person feel about having to travel by plane so often?

• X dislikes to travel by plane:

• X thinks that travelling by plane is necessary evil, but if he (or she) had a choice, he (or she)
would travel by train or by car

• according to him (or her), it is scary to be so up high in the sky

• X is afraid to fly

• X can’t get over his (or her) fear of turbulence

• X likes to travel by plane:

• it’s the safest way to travel

• X uses this time to catch up on emails or get some work done

• X never flies in economy class

• X always flies first class

• X always flies on a private jet

• X has his (or her) own private jet

• X can have an aircraft ready in just a few hours

• X can arrive at the airport just minutes before your scheduled departure time

• X can fly directly to his (or her) destination without any layovers

• X can make productive use of his (or her) time onboard

• X can avoid waiting in lines at the airport

Person who apologised to you

Question: Describe a person who has apologized to you You should say:
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Question:

• who this person is

• when this happened

• what this person said for apologizing

• explain how you felt about the apology

• Part 3 - ’Apologising’

Answer:

Who is this person?

• a husband

• a wife

• a boyfriend

• a girlfriend

• a colleague

• a friend

• a neighbour

• a boss

What happened?

• offended me

• wronged me

• yelled at me for no reason

• forgot to congratulate me on my birthday

• didn’t show up to the date

• dumped me

• accused me of what I had never done

• was glued to their smartphone during our date

When did this story happen?

• more than X years ago

• a long while ago

• recently

• X days or weeks or months ago
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What did this person say for apologizing?

• started off with a simple ‘I’m sorry’

• said that they didn’t intend to do it

• said that they didn’t mean to offend me

• said that they shouldn’t have done it

• said there was no excuse for that behaviour

• promised it would never happen again

• promised not to make the same mistake again

• they began hemming and hawing

• at first, they tried to gloss over the issue

• started making excuses

• explained the reasons behind their actions

• tried to shift the blame

• made a public apology

• sent a letter

• sent a bouquet of flowers with a message

• sent a stuffed animal with a message

• gave me an ‘I’m sorry’ gift

• invited me to my favorite cafe

How did you feel about the apology?

• relieved

• started feeling better physically and emotionally

• let go of anger

• was still mad at them

• upset

• disappointed

• after several apologies, I accepted they were truly sorry

• I would have been happy if they had just said ‘I’m sorry’

Person who is good at his job

Question: Describe a person you know who is good at their job You should say:
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Question:

• who this person is

• where this person works

• what job this person does

• why this person is good at their job

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Changes’, ’Managers’, ’Jobs’

Answer:

Who is this person?

• This person is:

• my neighbour

• my colleague

• my co-worker

• my friend

• my best friend

• my childhood friend

• my boss

• my God father or mother

• my father or mother

• my grandfather or grandmother

• my uncle or aunt

• my sister or brother

• my cousin

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• one of my distant relatives

Where does this person work?

• at school

• at university

• at college

• at a hospital

• at a veterinary clinic

• at a dental clinic
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• at a fitness centre

• at a hairdresser’s

• at a beauty salon

• at a day spa

What job does this person do?

• a vet

• a doctor

• a dentist

• a cosmetologist

• a masseur (masseuse)

• a chiropractor

• a teacher

• a hairdresser (barber)

• a fitness instructor

Why do you think this person is good at their job?

• X is one of the luminaries of veterinary medicine (medicine, psychology, etc.)

• X is a luminary in the medical profession

• why:

• X has answers to all my questions

• X has sufficient experience and knowledge in a field

• other acknowledged experts in the field respect X and often ask X for advice

• X never makes mistakes

• what makes a good vet:

• X can make an accurate diagnosis of your pet’s condition and provide effective treatment
recommendations

Picture or photo in your family

Question: Describe a picture or photo in your family that you like You should say:

Question:

• what is in the picture

• where this picture is in your home

• who took this picture

• why this picture is meaningful

• Part 3 for this cue card - ’Photos’, ’Art’
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Answer:

What is in the picture?

• the whole family of mine

• my grandparents (or great-grandparents)

• my parents’ wedding

• my husband’s and my first dance at our wedding

• my mother holding me several hours after I was born

• my parents holding me in front of the maternity hospital

• me on my first day of school

• me at prom

• me and my family at a graduation ceremony

• where:

• on the beach

• at home (in the living room)

• in the garden

• in the yard

• on holiday in X country or city

Where is this picture in your home?

• in a photo frame on the shelf

• 1. in the living room

• 2. in the kitchen

• 3. in my room

• on the wall

• in a photo album

Who took this picture?

• sentence starters:

• I don’t remember who took it as I was too young then

• this must have been . . .

• this might have been. . .

• this was . . .

• a passer by

• our friend

• a photographer

• we took it ourselves with a selfie stick

• my father (mother, brother, sister or another relative)
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Why is this meaningful?

• sentence starters

• this is a great shot as. . .

• this shot is truly something to be treasured as. . .

• reasons to like the photo:

• it is one of the few photos where the whole family is depicted

• this photo is very old and has a historic value

• this photo captured one of the most important events in my life

• this photo reminds me of my childhood (or something else)

• this photo is the one I have the most personal connection to

• this is the most romantic moment ever captured

• all of us look genuinely happy in the picture

• this was the last photo of my grandfather (or somebody else) taken before his or her death

Place (Crowded place)

Question: Describe a time you went to a crowded place You should say:

Question:

• what place it was

• when you went there

• who you went with

• what people do there

• why you liked or disliked it

• Part 3 - ’Crowded places, traffic jams, living in the city’

Answer:

What place was it?

• a bus station

• a train station

• an airport

• a shopping mall

• a local market

• a municipal beach

• a town square

• an aquapark
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• a stadium

• the city centre

• the subway

When did you go there?

• It was:

• quite recently

• just a while ago

• a couple of months ago

• in my childhood

• when I was a child (a school student, a student)

• when I was about 4 or 5

• when I studied at school (college, university)

• X days (weeks, months, years) ago

• just a couple of days (weeks, months) ago

• several days (weeks, months) ago

• last week (month, year)

• last weekend

• yesterday

• a long time ago

• a long while ago

Who did you go with?

• on my own

• my neighbour

• my colleague

• my co-worker

• my friend or friends

• my best friend

• my classmate

• my teammate

• my groupmate

• my roommate

• my mentor
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• my teacher

• my boss

• my God father or mother

• my parents

• my relative or relatives

• my father or mother

• my grandfather or grandmother

• my uncle or aunt

• my sister or brother

• my cousin

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my son or daughter

• my children

• one of my distant relatives

What do people do there?

• a local market:

• local people and holidaymakers go there to buy:

• groceries

• vegetables

• fruit

• spices

• freshly-slaughtered livestock

• handicrafts

• souvenirs

• clothing

• shoes

• handmade toys

• paintings

• textiles

• books

• electronic goods

• silver jewelry

• carpets
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Why did you like or dislike that place?

• I really liked the place as:

• its vibrant atmosphere made shopping lots of fun

• it provided an interesting glimpse into local culture

• I didn’t like it as:

• I was lost in the crowd

• it was crowded and noisy, just like a bee hive

• people were swarming around X so I couldn’t get closer to it

• it was teeming with people

• it was packed with people

• I had to squeeze through the crowd to get a closer look at what was being sold

• it was a bit dangerous as I risked becoming a victim of pickpockets

• I had to be very careful not to become pickpockets’ victim because such crowded places are a
paradise for them

Place (Public place that needs to be improved)

Question: Describe a change that can improve your local area You should say:

Question:

• what place needs to be improved

• how often you go there

• what you dislike about this public place

• what should be done

• Part 3 is ’Community’

Answer:

What place needs to be improved?

• a public square

• a park

• a picnic area

• a beach

• a playground
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How often do you go there?

• whenever I feel stressed and exhausted

• every day after work

• almost every day

• time and again

• quite often

• regularly

• from time to time

• hardly ever

• quite seldom

• not often

• seldom

• not a lot

• sometimes

• once or twice a week or a year

• 3 times a month or so

• a few times over the course of the year

• once in a while

• very rarely, if ever

• almost never

What do you dislike about this place?

• the place looks abandoned and left to rot

• there are tons of rubbish everywhere

• there are rubbish heaps everywhere

• refuse mountains along the waterline

• there are mounds of garbage all over the place

• there are tons of solid waste everywhere

• the place is clogged with rubbish

• there is toxic foam on the surface of the river

• there is sediment that makes the river look muddy

• marble statues are corroded

• there are lots of dead trees and bushes

• there are no flowers
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• the grass isn’t cut regularly

• there is a terrible smell of rotting garbage

• the place is a dead zone

• the area is devoid of life

• there are no facilities for the disabled

• a lot of footpath slabs are raised or broken

• this place isn’t as safe as it used to be

• there aren’t enough benches

• the steel supports attaching the footway to the bridge have corroded and are rusting away,
making the bridge unstable for pedestrian use

• there are no play zones for kids

• there are no umbrellas and sunbeds

• there is no night lighting

• there are no changing cabins

• there are no lifeguards on the beach

• the beach is heavily polluted

What should be done?

• this place should be safer and more inviting, especially for people walking and bike riders

• all the park facilities need to be upgraded to provide a better recreation space for everyone to
enjoy

• footpaths need repair

• footpaths need to be upgraded from asphalt to brick paving

• damaged kerbs should be fixed

• the roads should be resurfaced

• there should be more space for walking

• new safety barriers should be installed

• a playground should be extended

• new seating areas should be created

• new trees should be planted

• dead trees should be replaced

• a new active recreation space with a netball court and table tennis tables should be created

• the beach should be replenished with new sand to create a much wider shoreline

• handicap-accessible walkways should be installed to make it easier for elderly and disabled
people to traverse the soft sand

• it should be cleaned regularly
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Place full of colour

Question: Describe a place that you went to that was full of colour You should say:

Question:

• what place it was

• why you went there

• what you did there

• why you remember this place

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Colours’

Answer:

What place was it?

• a theme park

• Disneyland Park in Paris

• Disney California Adventure Park in Anaheim

• Disneyland Park in Anaheim in California

• The Land of Legends Theme Park in Turkey

• Phuket FantaSea in Thailand

• an amusement park

• Gloria’s Fantasyland in the Philippines

• a garden or park

• Kawachi Fuji Garden in Japan

• Takinoue Park in Japan

• a botanical garden

• a flower field

• Canola Flower Fields in China

• Lavender fields in France

• a flower park

• The world’s largest flower park in Keukenhof, the Netherlands

• a flower garden

• Dubai Miracle Garden in UAE, the world’s largest natural flower garden

• millions of flowers arranged in colourful arches and patterns

• a huge floral clock made of real plants and flowers

• a flower castle
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• a hearts passage

• a full-size aircraft covered with flowers

• a geopark

• Zhangye Danxia, China

• an island

• Burano Island in Italy

• a town

• Guatape in Colombia

• Izamal in Mexico

• a village

• The Rainbow Village in Taiwan

• Larung Gar in Tibet

• a building

• The Montreal Convention Centre in Canada

• a temple

• Madurai Meenakshi Temple in India

• a lake

• Lake Retba in Senegal

• phrases to describe parks and gardens

• The highlight of the park is. . .

• The park is famous for its...

Why did you go there?

• I wanted to make the most of my trip to X and visit as many popular places as possible

• it was my childhood dream to go there

• I went there to fulfil my childhood dream

• it was on my bucket list of places to visit

• I went there to make my kid’s dream come true

• I went there to celebrate my birthday (anniversary, honeymoon)

• my X recommended me to go there
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What did you do there?

• things to do at a flower park:

• to explore the park

• to wander around the park

• to look at the flowers

• to see beautiful floral displays

• to take pictures of flowers

• things to do at a theme park:

• to explore the park

• to watch a parade

• to watch a show

• to watch a water-and-lights show

• to watch a laser show

• to watch the fireworks

• to go on rides

• to meet your favourite cartoon characters

• to have a meal

• to buy souvenirs

• to take pictures

• to meet and greet characters

Why do you remember this place?

• it is one of the most unusual places I have ever visited

• I saw the colours I never knew existed

• it was the first and only time I saw something or did something

• it made me feel like I was in a fairytale

• it made me feel like I was a child again

• this place is depicted on a ceramic plate (or a porcelain cup) that I brought back home as a
memento from a trip

• I set a photo taken there as a background picture on my computer

• I set a photo taken there as the home screen (or lock screen) on my phone

• I posted lots of pictures of this trip to my Facebook page, and sometimes my friends comment
on these pictures, so I look at them again and recall the trip

• it’s a truly magical place

• it is truly a feast for the eyes
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Place to read and write

Question: Describe a place where it was easy for you to read and write (not your home) You
should say:

Question:

• where it was

• when you went there

• what you studied there

• who you went with

• why you liked to read and write there

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Reading and writing’

Answer:

Where was this place?

• This place was in:

• a cafe

• a coffee shop

• a coffee house

• my bedroom

• a kitchen

• a library

• a park

• a school (or college) lounge

• an empty classroom

• a common room (a room in a school or college where students can gather together to study
together or relax)

• a study room (a room, especially in a boarding school, used for studying)

When did you go there?

• whenever I had to complete some difficult assignment

• whenever I had to complete a group project

• every time I felt I was fed up with studying at home

• almost every day (evening)

• every day after classes
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What did you do there?

• I went there to:

• do my homework

• do research on different topics

• prepare presentations

• write essays

• write theses

• solve problem sets in Physics, Chemistry and Maths

• write academic papers

• prepare for exams

• review notes from lectures

• read the assigned texts

• do project assignments for various courses

Who were you with?

• I usually studied there:

• alone

• on my own

• with my classmates

• with my group mates

• my study partner (or partners)

Why did you like to go there?

• it had a comfortable atmosphere

• I could use free wifi

• I could order drinks and snacks

• it was a comfortable venue where I can study alone or with friends

• when I was there, nobody distracted me from studying

• when I studied there, I didn’t get distracted every other minute

• it was quiet there

• it was a great place for group study sessions

• the ambiance was geared towards working and having discussions

• this place was designed primarily for that purpose

• it was there that I could find everything from books on many different topics to study programs
and online computers dedicated to research
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• it was easier for me to focus on reading and learning when everyone around me was doing the
same things

• I liked when there was a little more noise and ambiance than in a library, but not so much
babbling that it was overly distracting

• being around other people that were studying improved my productivity

• being around other students made me focus on getting my school work done

• when I was there, I could easily focus on what I was reading or writing

Product - add info

Question: Describe a product from your area (such as a food or handicraft) You should say:

Question:

• what the product is

• when you tried it for the first time

• where you can buy it

• how it is produced

• why it is popular

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Products’, ’Inventions’

Answer:

What is the product?

• story starters:

• The product I can’t help telling you about is. . .

• My country is famous for making such crafty things as. . .

• traditional products:

• ceramics

• 1. pottery

• 2. porcelain

• 3. glasswork

• 4. earthenware

• carpets

• rugs

• pillows

• linens

• embroidery
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• musical instruments

• baskets

• plaits

• felt

• jewellery

• beer

• wine

• alcoholic beverages

• cheese

• olive oil

• coffee

• tea

• sweets

• chocolate

• herbs

• mugs

• cup sets

• beauty products

• gloves

• scarves and ties

• folk clothes

• handicrafts made in India:

• bamboo handicrafts: baskets, dolls, toys, furniture, mats, wall-hangings, umbrella handles,
crossbows, jewellery boxes

• cane handicrafts: trays, baskets, furniture

• metal handicrafts: boxes, bowls, candle stands, pendants

• bone and horn handicrafts: cigarette cases, pepper and salt sets, chess sets, pen stands, napkin
rings, statues of Buddha

• brass handicrafts: statues, vases, perforated lamps, ornament boxes, plates, wine glasses, bowls

• pottery: pots and bowls

• jute handicrafts: bags, bangles, footwear, wall-hangings

• paper handicrafts: kites, masks, decorative flowers, hand fans, puppets, lamp shades

• shell handicrafts: table mats, mirror frames, buttons, lockets, necklaces, bracelets

• weaving and embroidery: see above

• wood handicrafts: axes, toy, utensils, bangle holders, candle stands, decorative boxes

• woolen handicrafts: shawls, carpets
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When did you try or use it for the first time?

• my (mother) gave it to me

• it was a souvenir for my family that I brought from the artisan village

• as far back as I can remember, my (mother) always used it

• I bought it first at a street market some years ago

• I first tried it when I visited my friend

• I first tried it at my friend’s birthday party

How is it produced?

• I don’t know:

• I’m afraid I hardly know anything about the production process

• I have no idea how it is produced

• I know something:

• What I know for sure is. . .

• The only thing I know is that. . .

• pottery:

• ceramics are formed by the use of heat

• clay is dampened, modeled, dried, and fired

Why is it popular?

• It is popular because:

• it makes a very good present

• it is healthy and non-toxic

• it’s unique

• you can’t find it elsewhere

• it’s really tasty

• it’s really delicious

• it’s unbelievably beautiful

• it’s incredibly durable

• in clay pots food stays warm and ready to eat much longer than in other pots and bowls

• the food that I cook in this pot tastes exceptional

School you went to

Question: Describe a school you went to when you were a child You should say:
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Question:

• what type of school it was

• what you remember about your teachers

• what useful things you learnt

• what you think about it now

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Education’, ’Schools’

Answer:

What type of school was it?

• I attended X school from 1st grade through 6th grade

• I was pretty much at a different school every year when I was in elementary school

• a state school (a school paid for by the government)

• a private school

• a grammar school

• a faith school

• a comprehensive school

• an international school

What do you remember about teachers?

• To my shame, I can’t even remember the names of my primary school teachers

• My teachers were:

• very strict

• very kind

• even-tempered

• patient

• very knowledgeable in their subjects

• The teachers:

• managed to keep students engaged and excited

• never (or often) yelled at students

• I was lucky to have knowledgeable and dedicated teachers
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What useful things did you learn?

• school helped me grow academically and personally

• the teachers managed to instill a love of learning in me, which appeared to be really important
later in life

• I acquired basic numeracy and literacy skills

• I learned how to get along with different people

• I learned to think critically and ask questions

What do you think about it now?

• school was a fun place

• school was like a prison

• it wasn’t a complete waste of my time

• the learning process could have been organised in a more interesting way

Skill you learned

Question: Describe an important skill you learned You should say:

Question:

• what this skill was

• when you learned it

• how you learned it

• why it was important

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Skills and success’

Answer:

What skill was it?

• sentence starters:

• I can say without exaggeration that doing something is by far the most valuable skill for me

• I can safely say that doing something is one of the most valuable skills I’ve ever learned

• there were too many occasions when I said to myself ‘I wish I could do . . . .’

• I learned:

• to repair stuff

• to play a musical instrument

• to draw

• to make sculptures

• to take photos semi-professionally
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• to edit photos in Photoshop

• to edit graphics in Photoshop

• to defend myself

• to learn self-defence skills

• to apply makeup like a pro

• to drive a car

• to cook

• to swim

• to speak a foreign language

• to sing

• to dance

• to make presentations in PowerPoint

• to learn basic first aid skills

• to speak in public confidently

• to touch-type

• to manage time efficiently

• to play a game(for example, tennis, table tennis, badminton)

When did you learn it?

• I learned this skill:

• a long time ago

• a long while ago

• more than X years ago

• recently

• a couple of days (weeks, months, years) ago

• several days (weeks, months, years) ago

• last week (month, year)

• while studying at school (college, university)

• in my childhood

• in my teens
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How did you learn it?

• to master this skill I:

• found a friend who did it (semi)-professionally and asked them to teach me

• asked my father (brother or somebody else) to teach me as he was very good at it

• joined a sports club

• read a book which covered all aspects of it

• watched videos

• practised along with video tutorials

• watched step-by-step video lessons on the Internet

• used online resources

• used online programs

• tried out an online course

• read blogs and forums

• found a coach (an instructor) who taught me to do it

• got expert advice

• learned through a lot of practice

• used a virtual reality simulation system

• consulted a specialist

• consulted an expert

• used a mobile application

• attended lectures

• listened to lectures

• attended webinars

• took an extensive course

Why was it important?

• benefits applicable to different skills:

• this helped me:

• to improve my life in countless ways

• to prove myself to my friend who said I wouldn’t be able to do so

• to challenge myself

• to make my dream come true

• to do something myself instead of calling a professional, thereby saving both time and money

• doing something:
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• is a nice way to unwind

• is a nice way to relieve the stress

• is a wonderful way to express creativity

• taking photos:

• to take Instagram-worthy photos even before I applied filters

• wanted to document my trips well

• driving:

• it was only when I learned to drive a car that I understood what freedom was

• it made getting around the city much more comfortable than it used to be

• it gave me freedom

• I started saving a lot of time

• I can take as much stuff with me as I need

• I can transport a lot of stuff without hiring special companies

• I can take my parents’ car and go somewhere without waiting for one of them to give me a lift

• I can go to some places which are difficult to get to by public transport

• I can stop or change the route any time I want

• I don’t have to catch the bus, wait for a taxi or ask somebody to give me a lift and completely
depend on them

• I’m free to go wherever I want

• skills connected with physical activity:

• this helped me:

• to lose weight

• to improve my health

• to strengthen my muscles

• doing something:

• is a great cardiovascular activity

• skills connected with professional growth:

• this helped me:

• to improve my chances of getting a good job

• doing something:

• is invaluable in my career

• is a highly valued skill by employers

• sparked a career change

• padded my CV
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Sky

Question: Describe a time when you were looking at a beautiful sky You should say:

Question:

• where you were and what you did

• who you were with

• what you saw

• how you felt

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Stars, planets and space’

Answer:

What did you see in the sky?

• the clouds resembled . . .

• the clouds looked like . . .

• 1 ocean waves

• 2 ripples in sand

• 3 fish scales (a mackerel sky)

• 4 many small tufts of cotton

• 5 cotton wool

• 6 fluffy, white cotton balls

• 7 thin, white sheets covering the whole sky

• 8 floating jellyfish

• the sky was dappled with rows of small white fleecy clouds, similar in appearance to fish scales

• the clouds were illuminated by sunlight from below the horizon

• there were white fluffy clouds floating in the sky

• there were white fluffy clouds drifting across the sky

• the clouds were racing across the sky

• storm clouds quickly invaded the sky

• the clouds suddenly rolled in

• a big cloud covered the sun

• the sun was shining through the clouds

• the sky was blue, and the sun was shining brightly

• there were scarlet, red, orange, yellow stripes on the horizon of the dawn sky covered with
clouds
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• the sky was teeming with storm clouds

• there were electric-blue night clouds

• I saw spectacular flashes of lightning illuminate the night sky

• I was watching cloud formations changing as they moved across the sky

• the sky was lit with countless stars

• it was a dark moonless night

Where were you?

• on the beach

• in the park far away from city lights

• in the countryside

• out of town

• in the forest

• on the rooftop

• on the bridge

• in the mountains

• in a car

What were you doing?

• I was driving a car on the highway

• I stopped at a red traffic light and was waiting for it to turn green

• I was looking at the sky and tree tops while I was driving through the forest

• I was drinking coffee (tea, wine)

• I was looking out of the plane window

• I was gazing at the night sky and waiting for the meteor shower

• I was gazing at the night sky and waiting a star to fall

• I was lying in a hammock

• I was searching for the Orion constellation

• I was sitting on a blanket and silently watching the sunset (or sunrise)

• I was standing on a bridge, watching the sunset (or sunrise)

• I was running

• I was walking

• I was sitting on the bench

• I was sitting on the grass

• I was taking pictures of the sky
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Who were you with?

• I was alone

• I was watching the sky with my:

• friends

• best friend

• brother or sister

• parents

• husband or wife

• boyfriend or girlfriend

How did you feel?

• it made me feel peaceful

• I forgot about absolutely everything for a while

Staying awake

Question: Describe a time when you were tired but had to stay awake You should say:

Question:

• why you were tired

• why you had to stay awake

• what you did not to fall asleep

• what did you think about having to stay awake

• part 3 for this cue card - ’Staying awake’, ’Modern life’

Answer:

Why were you tired?

• I was tired because:

• I had been working hard the whole day

• I had been working for 14 days straight, with workdays of at least 12 hours every day

• I was working on several projects at the same time to cover for a colleague who was on holiday

• I had been doing housework the whole day

• I had been sitting around in the airport for about 6 hours because my flight included a layover
of 8 or 9 hours

• I had an overnight layover at the airport

• I was tired after:

• a 7-hour red-eye (a red-eye is a commercial airline flight between two distant points that
departs late at night and arrives early in the morning)
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Why did you have to stay awake?

• sentence starters:

• I didn’t like the idea of dozing off in public because. . .

• I had to be alert because. . .

• I had to stay up late because. . .

• reasons to stay awake:

• even a few minutes of sleep could cost me a fortune as I might have been robbed

• if I had fallen asleep in the airport, I would have become easy prey to criminals

• I couldn’t leave my hand luggage and my handbag unattended

• if I had fallen asleep in the airport, I would have been robbed

• I was afraid to miss my flight

• I had to finish my presentation (report)

• I had to write a commercial offer

• I wanted to get all the work done before going on holiday

• I had to write an IELTS essay

• I had to complete my home assignment

• I was waiting for my son (or daughter) to come home

• I was waiting for an important call

• I had to work all night in order to meet the deadline

What did you do not to fall asleep?

• I had a chat with a stranger sitting next to me

• I drank coffee every half an hour

How did you feel about this situation?

• I was annoyed because of it

• I thought it wasn’t worth it

Team work

Question: Describe a project or some work that you did with others as a member of a team You
should say:

Question:

• what the team was like

• why you joined it

• what you did

• how you felt about it

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Teamwork’
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Answer:

What was the team like?

• In my last position, I was part of. . .

• a software implementation team

• a software development team

• a product launch team

• a technical support team

• a sales team

• a marketing team

• a research team

• an event planning team

• I was part of a team responsible for:

• launching a new product

• evaluating and selecting a new vendor for our office equipment and supplies

• adoption and implementation of a new CRM system

• At my current position, I’m part of the team that:

• coordinates the company’s training sessions

Why did you join it?

• I was selected to lead our X team

• six of us teamed up to do something

• my boss asked me to take the lead on the project

• I joined the team:

• because the ability to work with others is considered critical in my company

• to demonstrate my team skills

• to find out how well I collaborate

• to show my ability to get along in the professional environment

• because it is my work duty

• because it is a part of my routine

• to show my perfect skills and therefore to get a promotion

• because I like challenges

• because I think volunteering is a must for a person
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What role did you have?

• responsibilities of a member of a software implementation team:

• we all worked together to plan and manage the implementation schedule, to provide customer
(or employee) training, and to ensure a smooth transition for our customers (or employees)

• responsibilities of a project manager:

• I was responsible for making sure team members were productive, the project remained within
budget, and deadlines were met

• I had to resolve conflicts that arose among team members

• I had to organise training sessions, weekly webinars, and blog posts that all employees of our
company could access if and when they need help or guidance

How did you feel about it?

• I was excited about it

• I was really proud to be part of the team

• I enjoyed working in a team

• why:

• team sports taught me how to work with other people to accomplish a shared goal

• I could never have completed the work on my own, but working together we got the job done

• I like team work, it can show my ability to collaborate with people effectively

• the project itself was easy enough

• I had really great team members

• it was quite a challenge

• it was quite a struggle

• why:

• people were already accustomed to using another tool and working a particular way

• I don’t really like team work or any kinds of projects

• I personally prefer to work on my own

• I’m more productive when I work alone

• there was misunderstanding among team members

• communication among project members was not effective

Thing you bought hard to use

Question: Describe something you bought that was hard to use at first You should say:
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Question:

• what it was and where you bought it

• why it was hard to use

• how you started using it successfully

• how you felt about it

• Part 3 - ’Shopping’

Answer:

What was it?

• an Android device

• an IOS device

• I switched to IOS after using Android for many years

• I had been an iPhone user for many years when I decided to buy an Android device

• a coffee machine

• a multifunction laser printer

• a camera

• a video camera

• an electric oven

Where did you buy it?

• in an online store

• at the Apple store

• at a local retail shop

Why was it hard to use at first?

• there were way too many settings

• why it was difficult to use an iPhone:

• there is no ‘back’ button

• I couldn’t play or download mp3 files on my device

• many apps that I used on my Android device weren’t available on the AppStore

• I hated the keyboard

How did you start using it successfully?

• I read the instructions carefully

• I watched video tutorials on YouTube

• after a few days, I kinda got used to it

• I asked my friend to help me set up my new phone
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How did you feel about it?

• I struggled for a while to get used to it

• it was a terrible struggle for me to get used to it

• it was quite a struggle for the first couple of days

• it was really annoying

• it was disappointing

• I felt frustrated at first

Trip by public transport

Question: Describe a trip that you went on by public transport You should say:

Question:

• where you went

• what means of transport you took

• who you were with

• how you felt about the trip

• part 3 for this cue card is ’Transportation’

Answer:

Where did you go?

• I went to:

• work

• school

• college

• university

• the gym

• the language club

• the IELTS preparation centre

• the swimming pool

What means of transport did you take?

• I went there:

• by bus

• by trolleybus

• by tram

• by subway
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Who were you with?

• I was travelling alone

• I was with:

• my neighbour

• my colleague

• my co-worker

• some passers-by

• some strangers

• my friend

• my best friend

• my classmate

• my teammate

• my groupmate

• my roommate

• my travelmate

• my seat companion

• a volunteer of X organisation

• a public person

• my mentor

• my coach

• my teacher

• my child’s teacher

• my boss

• my God father or mother

• my parents

• my relative

• my father or mother

• my grandfather or grandmother

• my uncle or aunt

• my sister or brother

• my cousin

• my husband or wife

• my boyfriend or girlfriend

• my son or daughter

• my children

• one of my distant relatives
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How did you feel about the trip?

• it was a nightmare

• it was a nightmarish trip

• reasons to dislike this journey:

• I spent about 30 minutes in bumper-to-bumper stop-and-go traffic because the bus driver
couldn’t take another route

• my commute by public transport was a 30-minute stop and go crawling

• traffic moved very slowly, and there was no end in sight

• congestion was at its height

• the bus was so crowded I could hardly breathe

• I couldn’t read or text because I had severe vertigo

• it took twice as long as driving

• the X was so crowded that I couldn’t breathe, let alone move

• it was so crowded that I had to stand all the way through

• it was noisy

• there were a lot of weird people around

• I was afraid to have my phone and wallet stolen

Toy

Question: Describe a toy that you liked when you were a child You should say:

Question:

• what the toy was

• who gave it to you

• how you used this toy

• explain how you felt when you got this toy

• Part 3 for this cue card is ’Toys and gifts’, ’Playing’, ’Children and ads’

Answer:
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What was the toy?

• a doll (Barbie, Rapunzel, Cinderella, Ariel, Bratz: with a dress assortment pack, fashion
accessories, child-sized furniture)

• a baby doll

• a soft toy (Minnie Mouse, Mickey Mouse)

• a stuffed toy

• a teddy bear (with beady eyes, with a scarf, with a ribbon)

• a train

• a toy gun

• a construction set

• a Lego set (with moving parts)

• a meccano

• a cow hand puppet

• a cat pillow pet

• an outdoor playset

• a robotic pet (interactive, to respond to voice and touch, life-like)

• a robot

• a remote control helicopter or car

• a police machine (lit up and made siren noises)

• a toy phone (with a dial, switches, knobs)

• a baby carriage or stroller

• a ball

• blocks that snap together

• toy bricks

• a toy cash register with toy money

Who gave it to you?

• my mom

• my dad

• my granny
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How did you use this toy?

• it was my best buddy

• played with friends because we had some kind of addiction to it

• never left home without it

• it was my everything (it’s something you can’t live without)

• carried it everywhere

• dragged it around everywhere

• for imaginative play

• in role-plays

• for pretend play

• fed it

• made clothes for it

• put it to bed

• treated it

• gave it lots of hugs and kisses

• dressed it

• brushed its hair

• dyed its hair

• made tea parties

• played school

• had battles

• joined and reworked Lego blocks

• created weird structures with Lego blocks

• built towers and castles

• made forts for soldiers and pirates

• transported small cars

• moved mud and sand around

• slept with it

• took it to bed every night

• helped me to sleep at night without being afraid of anything

• it chased away bad dreams

• made amazing lego creations

• read stories to it
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How did you feel when you got this toy?

• thrilled

• excited

• leapt for joy (jumped up because I was happy)

• overjoyed

• on cloud nine

• pleasantly surprised

• was beside myself with joy

• why:

• had been dreaming of it for a long time

• it had been on my wish list for a long time

• there was not a child alive who didn’t like it

• it was a hero from my favourite cartoon or film

• had seen it on TV and kept asking my parents to buy one

• I begged my parents for it

Uniform

Question: Describe a uniform you wear You should say:

Question:

• what it is like

• when you wear it

• who bought it for you

• how you feel about it

• Part 3 - ’Uniforms and clothes’

Answer:

What is it like?

• a school uniform for girls:

• a jumper

• a cardigan

• a shirt

• a long sleeve school shirt

• a short sleeve school polo shirt

• a blouse

155



• a skirt

• a knee-length skirt

• a pleated skirt

• a school pinafore

• a blazer

• socks or tights

• flat shoes

• a school uniform for boys:

• a shirt

• a button-down shirt

• a polo shirt

• trousers

• a blazer

• a uniform for medical staff:

• a surgical mask

• surgical gloves

• a surgical cap

• a scrub hat

• a scrub cap

• a surgical gown

• a non-sterile procedure gown

• a medical robe

• a scrub set (a scrub top and pants)

• a uniform worn by staff at MacDonald’s:

• a shirt

• a short sleeve polo shirt

• trousers

• safety workwear and protective clothing:

• a jumpsuit

• coveralls (cotton, flame resistant, disposable, chemical resistant, hooded, with elastic wrists,
with a front zipper)

• dungarees (UK), overalls (US) (a pair of trousers with an extra piece of cloth that covers the
chest and is held in place by a strap over each shoulder)

• a jacket (hooded, lightweight, waterproof, high visibility)
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• a sweatshirt

• a safety vest

• a shirt

• a T-shirt (a heavyweight T-shirt, a crew neck T-shirt, a high visibility T-shirt, a pocket T-shirt)

• a safety baseball hat

• a hard hat

• a winter liner

• a face warmer

• gloves

• housekeeping uniforms:

• a tunic

• a shirt

• housekeeping pants (pull-on)

• a housekeeping smock (loose fitting, short sleeve)

• an apron

• kitchen work apparel:

• a chef coat

• chef pants

• a chef hat

• a cook shirt

• an apron (a waist apron, with pockets)

• shirts had to be sterile white

• all (dental) uniforms come in (light blue or white)

When do you wear it?

• I wear it:

• all the time

• when I work underneath a vehicle

• when I enter the operating room

157



Who bought it for you?

• my parents

• my employer

• I bought it myself

• all staff in my company have to buy their own uniform

• all employees in my company are provided with a full uniform

• in my company, employees buy their own uniform and are then reimbursed by the employer
in full

• other useful phrases:

• the number of garments each employee receives depends on the number of shifts they work

How do you feel about it?

• reasons to like wearing a uniform:

• my uniform is comfortable and practical

• wearing a uniform is convenient and practical

• the pockets are deep

• the material breathes well

• there is plenty of waist room

• there is no competition about being dressed in the latest trend

• if it hadn’t been for a school uniform, school would have been one big mess

• if it hadn’t been for a school uniform, children would have been out of control

• reasons not to like wearing a uniform:

• wearing a school uniform restricted my freedom

• I felt like I was in prison

• that we had to wear a school uniform suppressed our right to express ourselves through clothes

• it looks like you are wearing a tent

• the pockets are too shallow

• there is no access to pockets of whatever you’re wearing underneath

Weather that broke your plans

Question: Describe one time when the weather broke your plans You should say:
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Question:

• what you planned

• when and where you were

• what kind of weather it was

• explain why you couldn’t finish what you did

• part 3 is ’Weather’

Answer:

What are the possible scenarios?

• I had to go on a business trip ¿ was caught by heavy rain or a hurricane ¿ the roads were
washed out ¿ I couldn’t see the car in front of me ¿ it was hard to keep the vehicle under
control ¿ I had to turn back halfway

• I had an important meeting ¿ the car got stuck in the snow or the windshield was covered with
ice ¿ I cancelled the meeting

• I wanted to have a picnic ¿ I prepared thoroughly ¿ heavy rain ¿ I returned home

• I wanted to get suntanned ¿ a thunderstorm ¿ cold, sand, waves, gusts of wind

• I planned to have a flight ¿ fog ¿ poor visibility ¿ the flight was cancelled

• I wanted to have an excursion ¿ searing heat ¿ the sight was shut down

• I wanted to have a walking tour ¿ freezing cold ¿ my legs and hands were numb ¿ I didn’t fully
appreciate the experience ¿ I asked the guide to return to the hotel half way through

• I planned to watch a film ¿ a tornado ¿ electricity cut-off ¿ I went to bed early

What did you plan?

• to have a picnic

• to get suntanned

• to go for a walk

• to go on a date

• to go on a business trip

• to have an important meeting

• to have a flight

• to have a photo shoot outdoors

• to have a walking tour around the city

• to go on a backpack tour

• to play football

• to play beach volleyball

• to go fishing

• to have an excursion
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Where were you?

• in the forest

• in the park

• on the beach

• in the mountains

• on the football pitch

• at the riverside

What kind of weather was it?

• a blizzard (a severe snowstorm)

• heavy snow

• freezing cold

• sleet (a thin icy layer on trees and streets)

• a hurricane (a destructive storm with strong winds)

• a thunderstorm (a storm of thunder and lightning accompanied by rain)

• cloud to ground strikes

• a tornado

• hail (balls of ice falling from the sky)

• a heat wave

• searing heat

• pouring rain

• a wall of torrential rain

• fog

Why couldn’t you finish what you did?

• the flight was cancelled

• my car got stuck in the snow

• the windshield was covered with ice

• couldn’t start the car

• found myself in white-out conditions (almost zero visibility because of sand or snow)

• impossible to go outside without multiple layers on

• my legs and hands were numb from the wind within 15 minutes

• felt like a marshmallow having a lot of clothes on

• visibility was low

• the roads were washed out by floodwaters
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• the roads were washed out by heavy rain

• I couldn’t see the car in front of me

• rain was coming in such buckets that I couldn’t see anything but rain

• it was hard to keep the vehicle under control

• had to turn back halfway

• there was electricity cut-off in the area

• couldn’t fully appreciate the experience because of searing heat or freezing cold

• I was frostbitten

• my teeth were chattering from the extreme cold

• the place was shut down because of extreme weather conditions

• I was soaked to the skin

• I was shivering

• storm clouds rolled in quickly

• my plans went awry

• my plans were thrown into disarray

• all my hopes of doing something (meeting someone, signing a contract, getting a job) went out
of the window

• my plans were totally ruined

• several weeks (months, years) of hard work went down the drain

• my perfect plan went down the drain

• my romantic plans went down the drain

Section 3

Accommodation and living in the city

Question:

• What is the difference between living in the countryside and the city? (added on 3 February
2020)

Answer:

• What is the difference between living in the countryside and the city?I guess that the most
striking difference is that in the countryside there isn’t much traffic even during rush hours.
Again, as there are fewer vehicles emitting exhaust fumes, rural areas are nowhere near as
polluted as urban ones. So the air is definitely fresher. This is why it’s highly likely that
people living in the country live longer. However, there may be a number of people who won’t
appreciate these benefits as there aren’t many opportunities for professional growth and the
choice of facilities is limited.
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Question:

• How do people choose a city to live in? (added on 3 February 2020)

Answer:

• What makes a city a good one to live in?Oh, a lot of factors, to my mind. The ones I consider
the most important for life are affordability, I mean housing expenses, the prices for consumable
goods, the price of petrol, utility services, taxes and stuff like that, and accessibility, appearance
and amenities, that is the presence of the airport, train and bus stations, good transport links,
a number of educational institutions, a wide array of recreational facilities, shopping malls,
parks and gardens and, of course, hospitals. I would also add good employment opportunities
and low crime rates to my priority list, oh, and the climate as well.

Question:

• Do most people in your country live in a flat or a house?

• What are the benefits of living in a house?

Answer:

• Do most people in your country live in a flat or a house?Well, the majority of people live
in flats ‘cause it usually involves less costs and provides more security as there are a lot of
people around. What is more, it is more comfortable to live in flats because they are usually
located in the city, so it doesn’t take too much time to get to the city centre and there are
no problems with shopping for basic essentials because of availability of convenience stores.
One more factor which attracts people to living in flats is the fact that flats already have all
necessary facilities such as power and water backup, uninterrupted supply of cooking gas and
so on. Though there are also quite many people in my country opting for living in houses
mainly because houses usually have more living as well as outside space and provide people
with greater degree of freedom.

Question:

• Do people in your country mostly buy their own home or do they rent their home?

Answer:

• Do people in your country mostly buy their own home or do they rent their home?Well, I
guess both. Those who have enough money mostly buy accommodation ‘cause it’s a kind of
investment in their future. What is more, home ownership is something that, on the one hand,
gives them and their families a sense of stability and security and, on the other hand, provides
with freedom to do whatever they want both inside and outside dispensing them with the
necessity of having humiliating, awkward and frustrating relationships with landlords. But
there are also a lot of countrymen who don’t have enough money or want to be more flexible
with their lifestyle having a wish to pick up and leave pretty quickly, and they always opt for
renting their home considering home ownership an expense.

Question:

• What types of accommodation are popular in your country? (no answers yet)

• What is good and bad about living in an old house and in a new one? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon
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Question:

• Is it good that now people have an opportunity to live and work abroad? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Do environmental concerns have an impact on people’s lifestyles? (no answers yet)

• Have people’s lifestyles changed for the better? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• is it good for elderly people to live in cities (no answers yet)?

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Where do people like to live, in the city centre or in the suburbs? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Art, photos

Question:

• How do artists nowadays attract public attention to their works of art?

Answer:

• How do artists nowadays attract public attention to their works of art?Well, I guess they do
it in a variety of ways. Some artists create websites with their artwork on them, others write
blogs and tell people about the process or stories behind their pieces of art. . . . or create
Facebook and Instagram pages for their art where they post sketches and works-in-progress
so that their followers can feel more involved in their artistic process. These ways make it
much easier for people to share artists’ works and talk about them which, in turn, attracts
more attention to their works of art. Other creative minds enter different art competitions or
organize exhibitions of their artworks trying to attract TV channels and show their art on TV.
I’ve also seen paintings of present-day artists on the walls of some popular clubs and cafes and
in different art communities which every artist can join. Oh, and I once visited a tutorial of
one contemporary artist on how he creates his art which attracted more than 20 people. Well,
these are the most popular ways used for attracting public attention, to my mind.

Question:

• What is good about learning to draw as an adult?
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Answer:

• What is good about learning to draw as an adult?Oh, the first good thing is that if adults
start learning something, it means they really want it and will do their best to learn to do
it well. Secondly, adults are able to be present in the moment which helps them be focused
during a drawing session, which is of primary importance for mastering drawing skills as fast
as possible. Thirdly, adults usually start learning to draw for pleasure and are not that strict
to their results, which means they do not give up if they understand that something isn’t
working but, instead, use their good decision-making skills to fix what is wrong. Finally,
adult learners have good visualization and good judgement of proportions, measurements and
distances, which makes the process of learning to draw more easy and enjoyable.

Question:

• Do you think everyone can learn to draw or paint?

Answer:

• Do you think everyone can learn to draw or paint?Oh, there is no doubt that drawing is a
skill that can be learnt by everyone but only if people really want to learn it and are ready to
devote a lot of their time to practice and tuition. To my mind, the only reason why people
fail to learn to draw or paint is because they give up too early. I don’t think it’s possible to
master this skill if people are not ready to commit themselves to studying and stick to it until
they succeed. So, my answer is ’yes’ but only upon condition of persistence and hard work.

Question:

• Do you think private individuals should be allowed to buy works of art by most famous artists
in a country?

Answer:

• Do you think private individuals should be allowed to buy works of art by most famous artists
in a country?Well, on the one hand, they shouldn’t as artworks of most famous artists in a
country are the heritage of the country which many generations of people can and should enjoy.
Unfortunately, it will be impossible if their works get to private collections as, in this case,
future generations won’t have a chance to see the best present-day artworks. Though, on the
other hand, it’s artists who have to decide if they want or don’t want to sell their artworks to
private collectors as selling their works is a good way for them to achieve a decent standard of
living and have more inspiration for creating more artworks. So, to my mind, there’s no right
answer to this question.

Question:

• What types of art do people in your country like?

Answer:

• What types of art do people in your country like?Well, I think it depends on people and their
preferences. Some compatriots of mine adore Fine or Visual Arts, I mean drawings, paintings,
sculptures, printmaking and photography despite the fact they have no functional purpose
except to be admired and contemplated as aesthetic objects. Others give their preference to
Decorative Arts such as woodworking, ceramics, pottery or weavings ‘cause they are visual and
aesthetically pleasing as well as serve a useful function such as furniture, tableware, textiles and
so on. What is more, they enhance the decor of people’s homes, which is highly appreciated
by many of my fellow citizens. All people are different that’s why types of art that appeal to
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them are also different but the effect art has on them is very similar - the moment they indulge
deep into the artwork their thoughts and emotions change helping them distress and forget
about their worries, which makes both Visual and Decorative Arts attractive and valued.

Question:

• What kinds of art are the most valuable in terms of monetary value?

• Why do some paintings have higher value than others?

Answer:

• What kinds of art are the most valuable in terms of monetary value?Well, paintings and
sculptures as far as I know as some of them cost hundreds of millions of dollars. I guess it is
so because, first of all, a big number of famous paintings and sculptures are held in important
public collections and are unlikely to be deaccessioned. At the same time there are scarce
works held by private collectors, which immediately increases the price of those artworks they
are ready to sell. And secondly, because fashion and a great status of the artist play a role,
making their sculptures and paintings wanted and hugely expensive.

• Why do some paintings have higher value than others?Oh, I would say because the artists who
painted them are either fashionable or eternal and very important in art history. I can also
predict that it is so because the paintings themselves are highly recognizable, have got the
impact that makes people want to own them or have a better provenance than those which
have a lower value. By provenance I mean whose collection they’ve been in, where they’ve
been exhibited or which dealers have handled them. That’s it.

Question:

• Are art classes important in schools?

• Should all children learn to draw?

Answer:

• Are art classes important in schools?Definitely, they are. They develop kids’ creativity giving
them a chance to step outside their comfort zone. They also help kids calm their mind and
forget their worries expressing on stage or on paper what they can’t express in words. To my
mind, art classes are both relaxing and enjoyable so they are very important for kids to feel
happy and satisfied.

Question:

• Would you say art is important?

Answer:

• Would you say art is important?Of course, I would. Art is an essential ingredient to empowering
the hearts of people as it reminds them that there is beauty in the world and they can strive
to see and appreciate it. It is also a remarkable mode of depicting culture from all over the
world as art says things words just can’t say. I can also add that art makes our imagination
work, encourages creative thinking and lets people come up with their own unique solutions.
It boosts people’s ability to analyze and problem-solve in myriad ways, allowing for multiple
interpretations and helping to invent new ways of thinking. So, it’s definitely important both
for children and adults.
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Question:

• What kinds of devices do people like to use for taking photos these days?

• Has the way people take photos changed?

• What is good and bad about taking photos with a smartphone?

Answer:

• Well, nowadays there are multiple devices to take photos such as smartphones, tablets, and
digital cameras to name but a few. All of the devices have high-quality cameras some of
which are approaching the quality of professional digital ones. They automatically adjust the
exposure, have a digital zoom and a face-detection autofocus. But I guess most people take
photos with their smartphones because they always take them wherever they go. They fit
even in a pocket and don’t require any manual adjustments before taking a photo. Even if
someone owns a nicer camera, they’ll probably still use smartphones in most cases to capture
unexpected photo moments.

• I would say the essence of the process of taking photos has remained the same, but it has
become much easier. Years ago we mainly used film cameras, and it took ages to develop the
film. The worst thing was that the results were always unpredictable. This means if one didn’t
like the photos, nothing could be done as the moment had already gone. The only way to get
instant pictures was to use Polaroid. But the quality of those photos left much to be desired
and if one didn’t like them, it was quite expensive to take multiple pictures. Now, digital
technology allows us to see the results immediately, and we can take as many photos as we
want until we get satisfied. The quality of photos has improved a lot too. Even smartphones,
let alone professional cameras, have a digital zoom, so we can capture small or distant objects.
We can also select scene modes to take better photos in specific situations. Finally, the killer
feature of smartphones is that we can apply effects to our photos, which can include a lot of
different filters.

Question:

• Do you think it’s necessary for schools to open photography classes?

Answer:

• Do you think it’s necessary for schools to open photography classes?Well, I think it would
be a great idea to do it but only as optional classes because there is no doubt that there
are more important subjects for kids than photography. Still, photography classes can offer
schoolchildren a range of exciting and valuable learning experiences, to my mind. First of all,
they can give kids the opportunity to communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings, which is
really important for children’s future life. Secondly, they provide children with the opportunity
to be innovative, stimulating them to develop their own ideas and try new things. And, lastly,
they teach youngsters to center in this moment of time, which lets them lead a good happy
life.

Question:

• Would you take photography classes in the future?
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Answer:

• Would you take photography classes in the future?Oh yeah, with pleasure! Photography is a
way to explore the world around me, a way to express myself, my opinions and beliefs so, given
a chance, I would definitely try to learn it. I have always wanted to be able to capture moments
and emotions, share the way I see the world and the moments I like with other people. It has
also been interesting for me to learn to document the lives of my family members. Of course,
I can do it without special courses too but the quality of professional photos is much better
and this is what makes photography classes so appealing to me.

Question:

• Do people in your country like to take photos of themselves?

Answer:

• Well, ‘like’ isn’t the word for it. Nowadays people are obsessed with selfies, be they uglies or
straight-on mirror selfies. They post snaps of nearly everything from the new pair of sneakers
they have purchased to their graduation photos, trying to satisfy the need to be noticed and
liked by others. Some people are so obsessed with themselves and their looks that they snap
selfies every other minute and upload tons of images to see how many likes they will get. Such
people feel as though they’re starring in their own reality shows, and selfing is a way to become
famous and talked about.

• Oh yeah, selfies have become a part of our culture. Firstly, they took up all our social media
newsfeeds, and now they seem to be running our lives. There’s one simple explanation. It’s
much easier to edit and control a selfie than a picture taken by anyone else. When somebody
takes a picture of you, you will look the way they see you, but it’s not necessarily the way you
want people to see you. A selfie helps to picture the ideal you, to show everyone what you see
looking at yourself because it’s the image that you really like.

• Yeah, selfies are a thing now. However shocking it may sound, many young people measure
their self-worth in terms of ‘likes’ on their selfies. The more likes their snaps get, the more
interesting they are. So in order to be liked, some girls still post their selfies with duck faces.
You know, when a girl pushes her lips forward. Others have captured a new trend which is
called ‘fish gape’. It’s open-mouthed and slightly toothy. Many girls believe it’s the more
flattering replacement for the duck face. Boys try to draw attention by posting post-workout
selfies.

Question:

• Why do some people like to keep photos?

Answer:

• You know, no matter how unforgettable something seems, memories will fade away one day.
Photos won’t. They will always remind people of the way they looked at a particular moment.
For example, when an elderly lady looks at herself in the mirror, she sees wrinkles. But then
she looks at the picture which shows the way she looked when she was 18, and she, probably,
feels much happier. Another reason why people like keeping photos is that they are able to
re-live some of the memories they see in the pictures and, thereby, positive emotions.

• I would say our life is full of wonderful but fleeting moments, and it’s impossible to travel
back in time to re-live them. So if it weren’t for photos, we wouldn’t be able to freeze these
moments so that we could enjoy them later at any given time. This is why people attach so
much importance to keeping pictures. It’s also easier to describe what you did and why you
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liked or disliked something. For example, when you come back from holiday, it will take hours
to describe what exactly you saw there, but photos will tell a story much more quickly and
with many more details.

Question:

• Why do some people like to delete photos?

Answer:

• Well, sometimes this is because these photos remind them of some unpleasant moments which
they wish had never happened to them or some embarrassing situations they want to forget
about. For example, if someone was drunk and didn’t realise what was going on. Secondly,
some people don’t like less-than-perfect pictures. This is why they pick only those few ones
which they consider best.

• The thing is some people delete photos just because they have a negative view of their bodies
and faces, therefore they are never satisfied with their pictures. Some people delete photos
which don’t match their perception of themselves. They don’t want to believe that this is
the way they really look. So they delete such photos immediately because it seems to them
that everybody will examine their pictures with a magnifying lens and get the wrong image of
them. This happens because we normally see ourselves in the mirror and we are used to this
image. But our faces are not symmetrical and the camera records a different image to what
we think we look like.

Question:

• Why do some people think that old photos are more valuable than new ones?

Answer:

• Why do some people think that old photos are more valuable than new ones?Well, I guess
because they are the only connection people have with their past. Old photos are more
valuable, to my mind, because they have sentimental value for people. They remind people of
the good times they had in the past and let them relive the moments depicted on these photos.
Old photos as if connect the past to present helping people preserve and refresh the memories
of their childhood and youth which are usually the sweetest in life. So this is what explains
why they are of greater value for some of us.

Question:

• What’s the most interesting photo you’ve ever taken?

Answer:

• What’s the most interesting photo you’ve ever taken?Oh, I think it’s a photo of a double
rainbow which was taken by me a couple of years ago. It was one of the most amazing
experiences I had that year and I was lucky enough not only to see this beauty but also
capture it. I still remember the moment when I saw that double rainbow because I knew that
it was a good sign meaning fresh beginnings and new prosperity. At that moment I felt very
happy and confident that all my troubles would pass letting my wishes come true. That double
rainbow made my day and my year, and even now when I need the energy of blessings I just
look at this rainbow on the photo and imagine that I open the path of my personal magic.
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Question:

• Why do some people think that photography is not art? (no answers yet)

• Do you think being a photographer is a good job? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Animals and pets

Question:

• Why do more and more people become vegetarians?

Answer:

• I guess there can be lots of different reasons for that. A great many people don’t eat meat due
to health reasons. They believe that refusal to eat meat will protect their health and prolong
their life by reducing risk of cancer, heart disease, osteoporosis, kidney and gallstones as well
as by helping them avoid catching different infections meat products are contaminated with.
Other people are against eating animals due to environmental reasons thinking that not eating
meat will reduce carbon footprint because raising animals for food involves massive amounts
of land, energy and water. And, of course, there are people who just love animals and don’t
want them to be subjected to torture.

Question:

• Do you agree that animals shouldn’t be used in experiments?

Answer:

• No way! I am against it with every fiber of my being. I consider it unethical to make thinking
and feeling animals suffer on a reason causing them pain and fear or killing them. Moreover,
carrying out experiments on animals is archaic because faster, cheaper and more accurate non-
animal research methods have already been developed by forward-looking scientists making
this cruel method of experimenting on animals fall into oblivion. So my answer is “Not for the
life of me”!!!

Question:

• Do you think animals are important?

Answer:

• Why do you think wild animals should be protected?Well, first of all, not to let them become
endangered and extinct. To my mind, it’s of primary importance to take actions to protect
wildlife from extinction. This will let us ensure not only the survival of wild animals but also
the diversity of the ecosystem. What is more, conserving and protecting the natural habitat of
wildlife species we will enrich our planet which will be beneficial both for animals and humans.

Question:

• What should we do to protect endangered animals?
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Answer:

• I guess the first thing each of us has to do is to learn about endangered species in the area
and encourage other people to do the same because in order to combat a problem globally
everyone needs to do their bit into solving this problem in the area they live in. Secondly,
hunting endangered animals should be strictly forbidden and people must never buy products
made from threatened or endangered species.

Question:

• Why do you think wild animals should be protected?

Answer:

• Why do you think wild animals should be protected?Well, first of all, not to let them become
endangered and extinct. To my mind, it’s of primary importance to take actions to protect
wildlife from extinction. This will let us ensure not only the survival of wild animals but also
the diversity of the ecosystem. What is more, conserving and protecting the natural habitat of
wildlife species we will enrich our planet which will be beneficial both for animals and humans.

Question:

• What animals are common in your country? (no answers yet)

• Is there any difference between the way animals were used for work in the past and nowadays?
(no answers yet)

• Do animals cause more problems in the countryside than in cities? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Is it safe for animals to live in cities? (no answers yet)

• What problems will keeping pets bring? (no answers yet)

• How are pets now different from those in the past? (no answers yet)

• Why has human activity affected some kinds of animals more than others?

Answer:

• coming soon

Apologising

Question:

• Do you think our modern society makes us selfish?

• Why are some people more selfish than others? (added on 28 January 2020)
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Answer:

• Why are some people more selfish than others?I guess that the main reason for this is the fact
that countries become more economically developed and, as a result, more affluent, which leads
to a greater sense of self-reliance and a detachment from others. One more reason I can think
of is the fact that self-centeredness is fuelled by the endless opportunity for self-promotion and
self-reflection on social media, where every man for himself. Though, I am not 100

Question:

• In what situations do people say sorry?

Answer:

• I’m sure it is. Just saying ‘I’m sorry’ cannot undo what has been done, but often times
these simple words are worth more than hundreds of excuses and explanations. I guess it’s
the first step to resolving any conflict provided a person understands that being sorry is the
most important part of saying sorry. By offering an apology to a person you’ve wronged, you
show that you understand you’ve hurt their feelings and acknowledge the person’s right to
feel offended. More importantly, this is the best way to show that you want to preserve your
relationships and make things right again.

Question:

• Why do some people hate or find it hard to say sorry?

Answer:

• Well, the thing is that for a great many of us, ‘sorry’, actually, IS the hardest word. For
example, some people cannot admit their mistakes because pride and stubbornness take priority
over relationships. They perfectly understand what consequences their stubbornness can lead
to, even so, they cannot do anything to change themselves. There are also those who don’t
want the other person to feel that he or she has any power over them by giving him or her the
choice to accept or reject the apology, especially when their wrongdoing is not that serious.

Question:

• In what situations should we apologize immediately?

Answer:

• In my opinion, we should do it immediately every time after we did something we were not
supposed to do. This is because in most cases it’s easier to talk things through right after
something has happened rather than leave someone stew in their own juice and grow angry
every minute. Also, we should apologize immediately if we accidentally cause inconvenience
to somebody, for example, by interrupting them, stepping on their foot or pushing them.

Question:

• When was the last time you found it hard to accept an apology?

Answer:

• Well, recently my boyfriend didn’t keep his promise again and did something that really hurt
my feelings. It’s too sensitive an issue, so I would rather not go into details. What I can
say is it concerned our relationships. I hesitated before accepting his apologies because I was
afraid it would repeat again. You know, it’s very difficult to gain trust back after it has been
undermined.
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Question:

• Will society benefit if people put their own interests first? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Why is it important for people to know how their behaviour affects people around them? (no
answers yet)

• Do you think that people should show that they care about someone by actions, not words?
(no answers yet)

• Is it possible for people to learn to be more considerate to others? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Do you think people often say ’sorry’ when they don’t really mean it? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Boredom, interesting life

Question:

• Are there any jobs that you find boring?

Answer:

• Are there any jobs that you find boring?Oh yeah, quite a few, actually. These are all jobs
which make people do the same mind-numbing tasks and deal with the problems which are
usually similar in nature. I mean jobs like those of accountants, proofreaders, bank clerks and
employees of call and support centers, for example. These jobs, to my mind, block people’s
creativity, deprive them of opportunities to learn and develop and literally drain every last bit
of energy people have, which makes them dull as dishwater for many people, me included.

Question:

• Do you think all the boring jobs will be done by robots in the future?

Answer:

• Do you think all the boring jobs will be done by robots in the future?Well, I hope so. Robots
have already done tremendous leaps in their performance and capabilities and, to my mind,
they do repetitive monotonous tasks much better than humans as they can work all the time
without getting distracted or stressed out because of boring activities. What is more, robots
are programmed for precise, repetitive motion and are less likely to make mistakes doing
monotonous tasks. All these things go to prove that boring tasks are amenable to the use of
robots. So, it seems highly probable that a big part of boring jobs will be done by them quite
soon.
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Question:

• Why do some people get bored faster than others?

Answer:

• Why do some people get bored faster than others?Well, I guess, first of all, because of their
nature and psyche type. People who get bored very fast are usually very anxious people with
an impulsive mindset and a strong need for novelty, excitement and variety. Such people just
can’t do the same mundane work repetitively. Inversely, they are continually looking for new
experiences. . . . And the second group of people who get bored faster than others, to my mind,
are the ones who lack inner amusement skills and need constant external stimulation for feeling
excited, which, regrettably, is not always possible.

Question:

• Why do people agree to do boring jobs?

Answer:

• Why do people agree to do boring jobs?Well, for a number of reasons, I guess. Some of them
agree to do yawn-inducing jobs because they think that these are the only jobs they can do,
and they are afraid to change something in their work routine. Others may do it because
they just like to do routine, monotonous work. I’m sure there are also people who would like
to break the mould but are afraid to try more challenging jobs because of a higher level of
responsibility. Well, and one more reason that comes to my mind is the fact that boring jobs
can bring people good money and other social perks making them agree to do them rather
than look for something more enjoyable.

Question:

• Some people say that it’s good to feel bored sometimes. What do you think?

Answer:

• Some people say that it’s good to feel bored sometimes. What do you think? Well, I can’t
but agree with this as there is no bad weather in nature, every kind of weather is a blessing,
which means that any state of mind can be beneficial for people. As I see it, boredom can
lead to more creativity as it usually promotes daydreaming, which allows people to make new,
innovative connections. What is more, boredom encourages the pursuit of new goals and in
many cases inspires deliberate action. To sum up, boredom can be a stimulus for change in
life leading people to better ideas, higher ambitions, and greater opportunities.

Question:

• Do you agree that it is impossible to feel bored in our today’s world?

Answer:

• Do you agree that it is impossible to feel bored in our today’s world?Oh no, I don’t agree with
this at all. To my mind, people have never suffered from boredom as much as they do now,
and I guess that the main reason for that is the fact that the more distractions and external
stimuli people pursue, the more bored they get. Easy access to infinite entertainment options
these days is feeding boredom rather than discouraging it as the more people fill their world
with fast-moving, high-intensity, ever-changing stimulation, the more they get used to that
and the less tolerant they become of lower levels. So, I definitely disagree that it’s impossible
to feel bored in our today’s world.
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Question:

• Do you think our life has become more or less interesting due to technology?

Answer:

• Do you think our life has become more or less interesting due to technology?Well, definitely
more interesting. I’d even say much more interesting as technology has brought a myriad
of entertainment options to our lives. It has added to our ability to enjoy a wide range of
entertainment at home. I mean cable and satellite TV, game consoles, computer technology
and high speed broadband. It has also provided multiple options of books on hand, which is
cool for people who are going on a trip or vacation, and has helped consolidate devices people
use letting them access their music no matter where they are. Oh, technology has also made
education and learning methods more engaging. And it bridged the gap for communicating
with people over long distances. So, there’s no doubt that it has changed our life for the better
and made it more interesting and fun.

Question:

• Do you think the most interesting thing in life is relationships with other people?

Answer:

• Do you think the most interesting thing in life is relationships with other people?I guess ’yes’
as it is relationships with other people that take away our loneliness and make us feel included.
They also increase our emotional wellbeing and help us have more personal satisfaction in life.
They bring a lot of interest and fun to our life as we always need somebody to experience
something new with or simply share our fun and hobbies. So, yeah, to my mind, all other
interests can come to us only when we do not feel lonely.

Question:

• Do you think people should take responsibility for making their lives more interesting?

Answer:

• Do you think people should take responsibility for making their lives more interesting?Definitely
’yes’. To my mind, people should take responsibility not only for making their lives more in-
teresting as taking responsibility is the starting point for growth and happiness in life. It
is people’s responsibility to decide how to live their lives and whether to be happy or not.
There is nobody else to blame. So, we shouldn’t wait for the moment when somebody comes
and makes our life interesting and engaging. . . We ourselves should make every day full of
interesting events and fun.

Borrowing things

Question:

• Do you agree that great scientific discoveries cannot be made by one person? (added on 16th
October 2019)
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Answer:

• Do you agree that great scientific discoveries cannot be made by one person?No, I don’t. I
know for sure that today science is a group effort, but for many centuries science was a lonely
pursuit and many outstanding scientists were proponents of working in isolation. They shut
themselves in their labs and spent all their time running different experiments, thinking and
making observations. And it was then that almost all the major scientific discoveries were
made. And there is plenty of evidence to support this claim. For example, penicillin, the first
naturally occurring antibiotic drug, was discovered by Alexander Fleming, a Scottish scientist.
Newton was the first to publish a comprehensive theory of gravity that applied to all objects.
Radioactivity was discovered by Henri Becquerel, who was researching why certain materials
glow in the dark. Louis Pasteur discovered the existence and behaviour of bacteria, which led
to making vaccines from weakened microbes. And the list could go on.

Question:

• In what sitiations does borrowing something cause arguments?

Answer:

• In what situations does borrowing something cause arguments?It seems to me that the most
common cause of arguments is a situation when a borrower doesn’t return an item before the
set date. I know that many people feel really annoyed when they have to ask for their items
back, especially when a borrower chooses to ignore requests for the return of borrowed things
or when a borrower promises to return them the other day, but gradually stops answering
messages or calls and then disappears. Another situation that causes arguments is when a
borrower returns a broken or damaged item, but refuses to replace or repair it.

Question:

• Is it important to ask a permission before borrowing some item?

Answer:

• Is it important to ask a permission before borrowing some item?In most cases, it is, especially
if you don’t know the person the item belongs to very well. So you don’t know that person’s
attitude toward that item and to lending things. For example, some thing may be of no value,
but it may mean a lot to its owner because it reminds them of some important events or people.
But, of course, I wouldn’t ask any permissions if borrowing something was the only way to save
my or somebody else’s life or prevent a catastrophe. For example, if I were being chased by a
maniac, I think it would be fine if I borrowed someone’s bicycle or even car without asking a
permission. So it really depends on a situation.

Question:

• Do you agree that musicians should try to fight piracy and protect their content?

Answer:

• Do you agree that musicians should try to fight piracy and protect their content?Of course,
they should. . . because a lot of blood, sweat and tears go into the creation and recording of
music and songs. But if their content is pirated, they lose income. As a result, first of all, they
won’t be able to pay for their food, housing and essential things. What’s more, the lost income
prevents them from re-investing in their creative work. For example, in the music industry,
an album can cost thousands of dollars to produce and, like any other product, it should not
come for free. Also, they lose confidence and motivation to continue creating music.
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Question:

• What do people in your country usually borrow?

Answer:

• What do people in your country usually borrow?Well, to my mind, money tops the list of the
most borrowed things in my country as in many cases it’s a last-ditch option for people to
survive till the next payday. The next leader on my list is rarely used items such as once-a-
year equipment, suitcases in case people travel very seldom, tents and camping gear and even
formal wear for an important seminar once in a blue moon. I would also add to this list the
items people can’t afford to buy but need a lot like a car when they need it for the whole day
or some musical instrument for some event.

Question:

• Do you think it is better to buy things than borrow them?

• Why do people like to borrow things?

Answer:

• Why do people like to borrow things?Well, I think the first reason why people enjoy borrowing
things is they can cut down on their expenses and save their money instead of purchasing
something they will rarely use. The second reason that I can think of is decreasing clutter
and saving space in their homes. If people need something once a year or even more seldom,
it makes sense for them to borrow it from someone in order to limit the number of items they
have to keep track of and store. In some cases, borrowing things gives pleasure as it gives
people a chance to try what it’s like to use something they only plan to buy but doubt.

Question:

• What is the acceptable duration of borrowing and return time of an article?

Answer:

• What is the acceptable duration of borrowing and return time of an article?Oh, there is no ’1
size fits all’ answer to this question, to my mind, as everything depends on the duration the
lender and the borrower have agreed on initially. So, I would say the return time can be of
any length that suits the lender even if the duration tends to convert a ’loan’ into a ’gift’.

Question:

• Why do people dislike borrowing valuable items?

Answer:

• Why do people dislike borrowing valuable items?Well, I think there are two main reasons for
that. The first one is the fact that they have a fear to damage these items as they understand
that they can’t afford to replace them if they are lost, broken or torn, and the second one is
the fact that they don’t want to spoil their relations with the lender. I don’t think there are
any other reasons behind this but even if there are some, they are not that important as the
ones I mentioned above.

Question:

• How do you feel about others borrowing ideas for business?
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Answer:

• How do you feel about others borrowing ideas for business?Well, I would say I feel neutral about
it, though I think it’s great when people value one’s ideas so much that they are acting upon
them. I don’t think that there are genuinely unique ideas and even if there are ones, I think
they are usually not feasible, costly and time-consuming. So, it’s quite a wise approach, to my
mind, to borrow existing ideas for business as it usually leads to their masterful sophistication,
which brings benefits to both businesspeople and consumers.

Question:

• Why do most people feel embarrassed to ask someone for money?

Answer:

• Why do most people feel embarrassed to ask someone for money?Oh, I guess because they
worry about being judged and disapproved by others. We all have a lot of inner fears. Some
people feel embarrassed to ask for money because they have the fear of being rejected and
receiving the answer ’no’. Others because they are afraid to become a burden to the lender.
Some people just don’t want to appear weak and out of control. So many men, so many minds.

Question:

• What do you do if you don’t want to lend something to others?

Answer:

• What do you do if you don’t want to lend something to others?Well, it depends on who the
borrower is. If it’s my relative or close friend, I try to be kind and honest with them and just
say about it in a polite and respectful way focusing on how it makes me feel. If I see that they
really need something they want to borrow from me, I lend it to them but setting the limits I
am comfortable with like giving the item just for a day or even a couple of hours. But if the
borrower is not so close to me, I usually say that I’ve had problems with a requested item or
that I myself regularly use it and can’t give it even for a day, or that I’ve already promised
to lend it to another person. I don’t want to offend people with my refusals but at the same
time I don’t want to do something I don’t feel comfortable with, so I always try to strike the
balance.

Question:

• What would you do if friends didn’t give back what they borrowed from you?

Answer:

• What would you do if friends didn’t give back what they borrowed from you?Well, I would
definitely do my best to try to get it back, for example, asking them if they have finished
using the item and stating that I’d like it back as soon as they are able to get it to me or
just reminding them that they agreed to return it on a certain day that has already passed. If
it didn’t work, I would have a heart-to-heart talk with them mentioning that I trusted them
with the item and would like to keep that trust. If nothing changed after this talk, I would
just write this item off and consider a lesson learned never lending this friend anything again.

Buildings public 2
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Question:

• Do you think that people’s lifestyles will have an impact on the way buildings are designed?
(added on 23 October 2019)

Answer:

• Do you think that people’s lifestyles will have an impact on the way buildings are designed?Well,
I guess it’s always been the case as it’s more than obvious that buildings and the entire built
environment are essentially social and cultural products. What I mean is that buildings result
from social needs and accommodate a variety of functions including social, religious and cul-
tural functions. The size, appearance, location and form of the buildings are governed by a
society’s ideas, activities, lifestyles, values and beliefs which prevail at some particular period
of time, and these things are getting more and more important with every passing year, which
pushes present-day architects to design buildings and surroundings which will make people’s
lives more comfortable and easy. For example, in my country there will be more smart homes
in the near future because people are getting busier and busier. So, my answer to this question
is a firm ’yes’.

Question:

• Do you think urban sprawl should be limited and controlled? (added on 22 October 2019)

Answer:

• Do you think urban sprawl should be limited and controlled?Definitely, it should... as if not
controlled, it may destroy the environmental, economic and even aesthetic value of natural
resource lands. For example, it may lead to the loss of agricultural land and green spaces that
provide essential ecosystem services and contribute to the wellbeing of local people. What is
more, it may result in increased car dependency and higher air pollution as well as in increased
traffic fatalities and jams. Oh, and also in the loss of wildlife habitat. So, to my mind, it’s a
given that urban sprawl should be limited and controlled.

Question:

• Why are taller and taller building being constructed nowadays?

Answer:

• Why are taller and taller buildings being constructed nowadays?Well, I guess it’s mostly con-
nected with the fact that more and more cities around the world are getting overpopulated,
which results in another fact that land is getting scarce and expensive particularly in big cities.
So, tall buildings are a kind of a solution to a few problems connected with this overpopulation
and land scarcity as they provide the opportunity to control urban sprawl with their relatively
small footprint, add the density needed to help cure steep housing costs and let developers
gain more rentable space making the structure economically viable at the same time. These
are the main reasons, to my mind.

Question:

• Are there any interesting public buildings in your country?
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Answer:

• Are there any interesting public buildings in your country?Well, plenty of them, I guess.
Unfortunately, I haven’t travelled a lot around my country, so I cannot provide lots of examples,
but I can tell you about a couple of interesting public buildings which I really like. One of
them is a university which I find interesting because it has an eclectic style, combining different
styles into one structure. Another one is a community centre which appeals to me because of
its all-glass facade with barely discernible edges. I’d also like to mention a library in Y which
combines a heavy use of concrete with elevated structures. Well. . . and a couple of museums
and art galleries of unusual spherical and oval shapes.

Question:

• Do you think people should always be able to use public buildings free of charge?

Answer:

• Do you think people should always be able to use public buildings free of charge?Well, it’s
a tricky question. There is no doubt everyone should have access to cultural resources and
educational opportunities public buildings such as libraries and museums offer. But I don’t
think these buildings should be free for everyone or all the time ’cause they need to pay the
bills somehow. I mean they need money to advertise themselves and this way inform people
about their events, exhibitions and installations. They also need financial resources to obtain
and restore artefacts for their exhibits, create engaging educational tools, personal digital
guides and interactive exhibits. I don’t think all this is possible without money or only with
government grants. So, I would say public buildings can be free for students and the elderly
but shouldn’t be free for solvent men and tourists.

Question:

• What are the most important things when designing a public building?

Answer:

• What are the most important things when designing a public building?Oh, to my mind, when
designing a public building architects should, first of all, consider the objectives, requirements
and budget of the project as well as all possible constraints they can face. And then, of course,
sight surroundings, I mean landscape and environmental conditions of the location in which
the building will exist, as only by understanding all the peculiarities will they be able to apply
appropriate construction technologies and advancements. Before proceeding further, architects
and designers should consider the functionality and aesthetics of the building or more precisely
whether form meets function or straight conversely function meets form. Yeah, it should be
exactly this way, I guess

Question:

• Are buildings important for a country’s tourist industry?

Answer:

• Are buildings important for a country’s tourist industry?I guess ’yes’, especially if they are a
symbol of architectural heritage. Such buildings usually create a lasting imprint on the area
they are in and provide an insight into the history of the country. This draws attention to the
country and provides important income attracting great numbers of tourists.
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Question:

• Which is better, to repair old public buildings or build new ones?

Answer:

• Which is better, to repair old public buildings or build new ones?I guess it is better to repair
old public buildings if they are a symbol of architectural heritage that creates a lasting imprint
on the area they are in. Also, they should be preserved if they provide an insight into the
history of the country. This draws attention to the country and provides important income
attracting great numbers of tourists.

Question:

• Do buildings reflect culture?

Answer:

• Do buildings reflect culture?I think both old and new buildings reflect three most important
aspects of culture. The first is the type of behavior of the people of the time, for example, the
speed of their life reflected in construction materials they used and design of the buildings.
The second is the art of the time. I mean a variety of forms common to a particular historical
period or the techniques builders of the time used. And the third aspect is religion, that is
beliefs people had and reflected in the buildings they constructed.

Business

Question:

• What makes some companies more successful than others? (added on 27 January 2020)

Answer:

• Why are some companies more successful than others?In my opinion, the key to their success
is, of course, that they sell high-quality products that meet their customers’ needs. But equally
important is the fact that these companies usually have brilliant marketing strategies and big
marketing budgets that help them raise brand awareness and create brand loyalty all over the
world or locally. Some companies are more successful because they invest heavily in creating a
special brand image or doing marketing research in order to tailor their messages to the needs
of their target audience.

Question:

• What qualities does one need to run a successful business?

Answer:

• What is necessary to become a successful businessman?Well, a whole bunch of stuff, to my
mind. For example, it’s vital to be gritty and have the ability to keep working when everyone
tells you that you should give up. It’s also important to be passionate about what you do and
have a great team and support network behind. One more thing I find extremely necessary
is the ability to pivot and quickly take action when you see an opportunity or recognise a
mistake. And a lot of other things like being ready to fail, staying in the learner and creator
mindset and being able to recognise the risks that will benefit your business and the ones you
should walk away from.
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Question:

• Is it better to have your own business or work for a company?

• Why do some people prefer to have their own business than work for a company?

Answer:

• Why do some people open their own business?Oh, I am sure that people do it for a variety
of reasons. Some of them are just destined to become entrepreneurs ‘cause from an early age
they dream to leave something behind or even change the world with their product or service.
They want to get involved in the community, inspire others and together with them improve
the industry they work in. But the majority of people set up their own companies for more
down-to-earth reasons such as making more money or having more spare time. I also know
people who are thinking about opening their own business because they are tired and want
to stop working or if it’s impossible, at least, work from anywhere setting their own deadlines
and having more flexible working hours.

Question:

• Do you agree that nowadays it is easier to set up a business than in the past? (being edited)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Has IT made any impact on business? (no answers yet)

• How can environmental problems influence business in the future? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• What kinds of small business are most popular in your country?

Answer:

• What kinds of small business are most popular in your country?Well, I guess pharmacies are
quite popular in Ukraine ‘cause you can find one almost in every big apartment block in cities
and at least one or two in each area in towns. There are also many medical care institutions
and vet clinics all around the country. They are in high demand in my country ‘cause state
clinics can’t provide patients with appropriate treatment because of chronic underfunding
of the sphere. I can also name such common types of small business as retail stores, beauty
salons, language clubs, restaurants and cafes, bars and night clubs, web design and site building
companies, oh, and customized manufacturing companies too.

Question:

• What are the main types of company in your country? (no answers yet)

• Are there any new types of business in your country? (no answers yet)

• What are the drawbacks of working in a family-owned company? (no answers yet)
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Answer:

• coming soon

Careers

Question:

• What are the benefits and disadvantages of continuing to work after retirement?

Answer:

• What are the benefits and disadvantages of continuing to work after retirement?I’m sure that
the biggest benefit of working in retirement is having a sense of purpose, a reason for getting
up in the morning ’cause almost all people need to have a place to go, meet with other people
and be part of an enterprise that’s bigger than themselves. Most elderly people say they
get bored without a job. When most of their obligations evaporate overnight, they simply
don’t know what to do with their time. Leisure is only relaxing and rejuvenating when it
is a counterbalance to some sort of routine, and not when it becomes a routine. There’s
plenty of evidence that many retirees die months or even weeks after retirement. So work in
retirement helps elderly people feel younger longer as they stay mentally and physically active.
And it has been proved that it can delay the onset of age-related diseases like dementia. Not
only do people stay more active, but they also remain socially connected. Finally, working
in retirement is only only about feeling happy. It also gives an opportunity to keep existing
savings while living off the extra income. However, this can become physically and emotionally
draining. For people with physical jobs, continuing to work could even be dangerous as they
age. What’s more, working during retirement years can put a strain on a person’s relationships
with family because they won’t have much time for looking after their grandchildren.

Question:

• Do you think the retirement age should be raised?

Answer:

• Do you think retirement age should be raised?Well, advocates of the idea say that since people
are now living longer they should work longer. One the one hand, it makes sense. First of
all, it’s almost impossible to create enough wealth in 30 years of work to support 40 years
of retirement. Secondly, if the retirement age isn’t raised, taxpayers will soon face escalating
costs because the population ages and the birthrate falls. On the other hand, many people
are living longer, but not all. What’s more, living longer does not mean staying healthy. This
means that many individuals may be physically unable to continue working past the current
retirement age. Also, raising the retirement age won’t address ageism. Because of this many
elderly people will have neither social security benefits nor a job. So, to my mind, it shouldn’t
be done as this will bring more harm than benefits.

Question:

• How can people contribute to society after they retire?

Answer:

• How can people contribute to society after they retire?Actually, there are many ways retirees
can contribute to society. By far the most valuable contribution that they can make to society
is share their wisdom and experience with young people. Also, they can teach a younger
generation life skills which aren’t widely taught, but are still valuable. I mean such skills as
canning, wood carving, repairing things. Oh, and you can only imagine what would happen
to our economy if, suddenly, no grandparents were available to look after grandchildren.
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Question:

• Do you think colleagues’ support plays a role in developing a person’s career?

Answer:

• Do you think colleagues’ support plays a role in developing a person’s career?Of course, it does.
I think the impact coworkers’ support may have on a person’s career is profound ’cause it’s just
human nature that a person will or won’t do something if they feel support of those around
them. For example, when coworkers provide task-based assistance, information, or emotional
support, a person may feel the urge to upgrade their knowledge or skills. Also, colleagues’
support can help to reduce counterproductive workplace behaviors and employee withdrawal
such as coming to work late or purposefully working slowly. All these things will influence a
person’s individual effectiveness, which, in turn, will have an impact on a person’s career.

Question:

• Do you think long-term planning is a must if a person wants to have a successful career?

Answer:

• Do you think long-term planning is a must if a person wants to have a successful career?Well,
I don’t think so. The world is changing so fast that even tomorrow your skills may become
obsolete, and your job will no longer be in demand. Moreover, your preferences and values
will change over time. For example, most people I know say that ten years ago they wouldn’t
have predicted they’d be doing the kind of work they’re doing. So, in my opinion, nowadays
a long-term career plan is nothing more than a waste of time, especially if it’s an overly rigid
and specific plan. And it’s definitely not something that will help you in building a successful
career.

Question:

• Why do some people change a profession?

Answer:

• Why do some people change a profession?Well, I guess the number one reason why people make
a career change is that they just don’t feel any excitement or fulfillment at work. For example,
people feel really bored because they have to perform the same tasks repeatedly with no or
little change... or because they can do their work with their eyes closed. Such people want
to start a new career path that will encourage them to gain new knowledge and skills. They
just want to do something new, something challenging. Some people make a career change
when they realise that they have little or no chance of career development, so they leave their
dead-end jobs for those that offer a chance to grow. Finally, there are more and more people
who leave their boring, oftentimes well-paid, jobs in order to start chasing a long-term dream
and make a career out of what they love doing.

Question:

• What professions are most popular with young people in your country now?
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Answer:

• Well, I think the most popular jobs in my country are jobs in management and investment
banking as well as IT and software. Professionals in these spheres are highly sought after
by top companies and offered really high salaries because their knowledge and skills have a
huge impact on business productivity and performance. The work they do and the decisions
they make affect the success of the company and that is the main reason why these jobs pay
really well. They are followed by jobs of chartered accountants, oil and natural gas sector
professionals, medical employees and all jobs in the IT sphere.

Question:

• What factors do young people consider when they choose a profession?

Answer:

• What factors do young people consider when they choose a profession?I’m sure the most
important factors that influence their choice are availability of jobs and wages. Many young
people think that it’s great to do what you have a passion for, but if you can’t find a job or
if you can’t make a decent living, they strongly doubt that such job is worth choosing. Also,
nowadays young people value freedom too much, so a possibility to work remotely or at least
flexible hours makes some careers more attractive than others. For instance, there are a lot
of social media marketing specialists just because this job allows young people to work from
home, work part-time or flexible hours. So they don’t have to be confined to the four walls
of an office. And, of course, they take into account such things as career opportunities, their
talents and skills, even their family agreement sometimes.

Question:

• Why is it difficult for young people to choose a profession?

Answer:

• Why is it difficult for young people to choose a profession?I guess the main reason is that it’s a
life-changing decision, and their future is at stake. So they are aftraid to make the wrong choice
and suffer the consequences in the future. And what makes this choice even more complicated
is that nowadays there are very many options to choose from, but usually young people don’t
yet know what they want to do with their lives. Oh, and in some cases young people can’t
make up their minds just because their parents interfere too much.

Celebrations add 4 more questions

Question:

• Why is it that for some people achievements of their favourite team are important?

Answer:

• Why is it that for some people achievements of their favourite team are important?Well, I guess
it’s mostly because they identify strongly with the team and perceive the team’s achievements
as those of their own. . . . Their favourite team’s victories and losses literally become theirs,
giving them either good or bad feelings. If the team is doing well, it reflects on them in terms
of bragging rights, status, prestige and identity. . . . if it’s doing badly, it makes them feel
dissatisfied and upset. So, the main reason is their tight bonds with their favourite team, to
my mind.
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Question:

• Do you think people feel proud when some representatives from their country achieve success
in international sporting events?

Answer:

• Do you think people feel proud when some representatives from their country achieve success
in international sporting events?No doubt, they do as, first of all, it lets them feel part of some-
thing bigger than themselves. Humans are social animals, so they have a strong need to feel
connected and be part of something greater than their own achievements. such international
victories of their countrymen tend to address this need as sport medals are usually considered
to be the credit not of one particular athlete but of the whole nation. Oh, and one more reason
why I’m sure people do feel proud for their compatriots’ achievements is a chance for them to
experience success vicariously, especially if they themselves do not have any own achievements
they can be proud of.

Question:

• Are sports people more satisfied when they win in a team sport or in an individual one?

Answer:

• Are sports people more satisfied when they win in a team sport or in an individual one?Well,
I am more than sure that they feel more satisfied when they win in an individual sport as in
this case all the credit for the victory goes to them making them the only ones to be in the
spotlight. When you play in a team, the responsibility of success is equally shared between
all members of the team. When you play alone, you are the only person to pat on the back
for your time and hard work, which is much more satisfying, to my mind. So, definitely the
latter... in an individual sport... at least in the majority of cases.

Celebrating and organizing events

Question:

• What do adults do at parties?

• How do people celebrate their personal events?

Answer:

• What do adults do at parties?Well, most adults eat, drink, chat with each other and take a
lot of photos at parties. There are also adults who like to have fun dancing, singing karaoke
and participating in party games. If it’s not a fancy party but just a get together with friends,
adults can also play board or card games or just make each other laugh with jokes.

Question:

• What do children do at a birthday party?

Answer:

• What do children do at a birthday party?Oh, I think plenty of things, actually. They definitely
play different games both active and board, go on a scavenger hunt in search of cheap little
favours, take part in different races and, of course, eat a cake with tea or juice. If a birthday
party is held at home, they can also play computer games or watch cartoons together, sculpt
something with plasticine or modelling clay, do face painting and even unleash balloons into
the sky at the end of the party.
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Question:

• Is it worth spending money on celebrations?

Answer:

• Is it worth spending money on celebrations?Well, there is no right answer here or I’d better say
the answer is based entirely on people’s individual financial situation. I would say, of course,
they should if they can afford it, first of all, want to throw a really memorable party or if they
can’t resist the urge to best the last party they attended. But definitely ’no’, if they have to
take a loan for it or deprive themselves of many other pleasures.

Question:

• Do you think there were more family celebrations in the past than now?

Answer:

• Do you think there were more family celebrations in the past than now?Well, I’d say ’yes’...
as family members usually lived either together or close to each other in the past, which made
family celebrations more frequent and, in some cases, even routine. What is more, people
were less busy and had more time for getting together and celebrating some family events
with each other. Oh, and I’m sure fewer people had to think how to survive and where to get
enough money for treating relatives as family celebrations were and are possible only if there
is enough money for food and drinks for everyone. Though, I also know several families with
strong family traditions these days who always get together with their siblings and cousins to
commemorate some important family events and anniversaries.

Question:

• Why do people organise family parties in your country?

Answer:

• Why do people organise family parties in your country?Oh, I guess they do it mostly because
they want to share their happy moments with their nearest and dearest, and because the
memories of such parties carry some of the deepest emotional meaning. . . One more reason
why people like to organise family celebrations, to my mind, is that such parties are a great,
sometimes the only, opportunity not only to reconnect and hang out with an extended family
but also to strengthen family bonds. Something like this.

Question:

• Do people in your country like to hold parties?

Answer:

• Do people in your country like to hold parties?I would say more yes than no as parties are
always fun and a good chance for everyone to escape from their monotonous routines, fears
or thoughts. What is more, parties are always a good reason to cheer with people we already
know as well as a chance to meet new people and socialize with them. It’s also a time where
expression is free, which is very important for our nature. So yeah, people in my country
definitely like to have parties.

Question:

• What factors should people consider organising events?
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Answer:

• What factors should people consider organising events?Well, I guess there are tons of important
things to think about while organising an event, and the factors that should be considered
among the first are the venue and possible venue-related expenses or the budget because, to
my mind, they have the largest impact on the event itself and involve much more than simply
selecting the first available space. It’s also essential to think over the type of the event, its
overall goal and the target audience, I mean people who will be invited to the occasion. Ways
to spread the word about the event and overall logistics such as seating arrangements, parking,
signage and food are no less important when organising events. Oh, I almost forgot to mention
such factors as staffing for the maximum comfort of guests, ways to document the event for
good memories and history and, of course, event activities for engaging the attendees.

Question:

• How much time do people need to prepare for celebrations? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• What personal events do people usually celebrate? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Celebrities and news

Question:

• Do you think famous people ever have a negative influence on ordinary people?

Answer:

• Do you think famous people ever have a negative influence on ordinary people?Oh, yeah, they
well may affect people in a negative way if they engage in some illicit activities or just do
some inappropriate things like exceed the speed limit or swear like a lord. Celebrities can
also negatively influence and even ruin health of ordinary people if they set a bad example by
taking drugs, drinking too much alcohol or having eating disorders. All these actions can be
copied by their fans and harm them.

Question:

• What sorts of people are famous in your country?

• How do people become famous?
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Answer:

• What sorts of people are famous in your country?Well, I guess, first of all, successful people,
those who have achieved something others dream about. They don’t necessarily need to have
some outstanding accomplishments but they should definitely have luxury lifestyles and often
appear in public. Famous people in my country are often very lucky. They make sensations
and this way attract even more attention to themselves. They are also very charming and
charismatic with rather recognizable image, excellent network and big dreams. They know
what they want and take steps to get it. They are always confident, enthusiastic and action-
oriented, which appeals to the public and makes them iconic.

• How do people become famous?Oh, in a variety of ways nowadays. Some of them discover or
invent something important, something that makes lives of other people easier, for example, a
Petcube, an interactive pet camera that lets people see, talk to and play with their pets while
they are at work or on vacation. Others become famous for their outstanding accomplishments
in various sciences and spheres of life. There are also people who win fame only because they
do ridiculous things and get involved in scandals or because they break stereotypes doing
something others only dream about. It’s an opportune time for gaining fame and anyone can
distinguish themselves by doing something exceptional.

Question:

• Are there any differences between the people who were famous a few years ago (e.g., 10-50
years ago) and the people who are famous today?

Answer:

• Are there any differences between the people who were famous a few years ago (e.g., 10 -
50 years ago) and the people who are famous today?Oh, definitely yes. A decade and more
ago people could become famous only for having outstanding accomplishments, contributing
in various spheres of life or doing something really incredible and unbelievable. They had to
work hard in order to gain expertise and excellence and only then got a chance to win fame.
Nowadays, people can gain fame only for their private lives and the image they try to project.
They can attract attention to themselves by showing their naked bodies on TV or the Internet,
dating a celebrity or appearing in TV shows. At present fame is more connected with luxury
lifestyle than with achievements as it was in the past, and that’s the main thing that makes
fame today different from that of 10 to 50 years ago.

Question:

• What qualities do famous people have in common?

Answer:

• What qualities do famous people have in common?Oh, all famous people definitely have a
charisma, a recognizable image, a high self-esteem and perseverance. Fame doesn’t come one
day, it is usually a result of big dreams, a particular vision and very hard work. Famous people
are also usually very curious, trying to find answers to all types of questions, risk-taking, I
mean being afraid of nothing on their way to fame and success, and, of course, emotionally
committed to everything they do. I guess these are the main qualities famous people share.

Question:

• Through what kind of media can they be famous?
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Answer:

• Through what kind of media can they be famous?Well, nowadays mainly through television
and the Internet or, to be more precise, through social media such as Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, Vine and Tumblr. Internet celebrities just focus on what might make them famous,
create their blog or YouTube channel and start to gain fame using different sorts of gimmicks
and stunts. They update information about themselves every single day trying to find some-
thing that reaches to people’s hearts. They work hard, first, to gain this fame and then to
maintain it. It’s also possible to become famous through online and paper magazines but you
should have some accomplishments to be published in them. So, yeah, social networks are
number one these days.

Question:

• Are stories about celebrities in the news always true? (no answers yet)

• Why do people like news about celebrities? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Challenges

Question:

• Why do people like trying extreme sports? (added on 3 February 2020)

Answer:

• Why do people like trying extreme sports?Well, I guess for a variety of reasons, actually. Some
people opt for doing something dangerous just because of the desire to venture past the limits
of safety in pursuit of a rewarding experience. They risk because they want to take things to
the edge and get their adrenalin up high, they want to conquer themselves and enjoy the thrill
of danger. Others do adventurous things because they want to satisfy their curiosity and get
new emotions. I guess there are also people among risk-takers who just want to show their
special skills in order to impress others and become prominent. So, yeah, these are the main
reasons why people take risks, to my mind.

Question:

• Who should take responsibility for protecting the environment? (added on 3 February 2020)

Answer:

• Who should take responsibility for protecting the environment?I am sure that it should be
a shared responsibility because, on the one hand, it is individuals that create a lot of waste
through their actions. And much of what people do every day cannot be controlled by the
government. So I think that individuals can do a lot for protecting our planet. For example,
they can turn lights off when they are not in the room, grow their own food and ride a bike
or walk instead of driving a car. They can also buy organic foods and cleaning products that
contain natural biodegradable ingredients. It would be great if all people recycled bottles,
cans, paper and clothes and fitted solar panels to their houses. All or even one of these actions
would help to protect the environment and prolong human life. On the other hand, there is
no way to adequately address environmental issues without a strong commitment from the
government. Only government can raise public awareness and participation in environmental
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protection, set tougher emissions or fuel efficiency standards, punish companies that cause
major environmental disasters and, of course, address global environmental problems on the
international level to attract all members of international community to solving this type of
problems worldwide.

• Who should take responsibility for protecting the environment?Well, I think the government
should take full responsibility for environmental protection as individuals alone can change only
a little part of what has to be changed. To my mind, factories are the greatest contributors to
pollution as they use many different chemicals and processes that produce waste, so I would say
that environmental pollution should be their responsibility. I am sure industries can change
the situation for the better by using cleaner production techniques as well as upgrading old
machines and burners to reduce emissions or by building more hydroelectricity plants and wind
farms to decrease the need for burning fossil fuels to create electricity. I am convinced that all
these measures will do their bit to improve the environmental situation. But only governments
have enough authority to tighten industry laws and modify industry standards.

Question:

• Do you think that scientists will always find solutions to any global problems?

• Can science solve all the problems that the world has today? (added on 3 February 2020)

Answer:

• Do you think that scientists will always find solutions to any global problems?Well, I can’t say
that I think so, but I hope it will be so in the near future. To my mind, science has always
been the best, and sometimes the only, tool for finding solutions to a variety of problems. And
the fact that science and technology are getting more and more improved is definitely raising
hope that the solution of all global problems will be possible in the future as well.

Question:

• Do you think parents should give kids challenges?

• Do children benefit from facing challenges?

Answer:

• Do you think parents should give kids challenges?No doubt, they should as dealing with chal-
lenges is an essential life skill, and it is very important that parents do their best to teach kids
this skill. Challenges help kids explore the world around them and provide them with oppor-
tunities to learn and grow. Only by doing something challenging can children build awareness
of the capabilities and limits of their own brains and bodies, learn to make choices, measure
risk and solve all types of problems. Challenges also help kids understand consequences to
action and build resilience and persistence, balance and coordination and even confidence and
independence. So, it’s beyond doubt that parents should give kids challenges in their everyday
life.

Question:

• What challenges do you think children might have to face up to?

• What is the most challenging thing for kids?
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Answer:

• What challenges do you think children might have to face up to?Well, kids might have to
face up to all kinds of challenges be it learning, emotional or even communication challenges,
I think. It can be quite challenging for kids to do something for the first time, such as for
instance, walk for a toddler, lace shoes for a child aged 3 or 4, or ride a bike for a kid aged 6. It
can also be quite challenging for a child to do some risky activities or activities they are afraid
to do alone because they have never done them previously. I mean such activities as climbing
a tree, crossing the street or even staying home alone. Sometimes, it’s a big challenge for kids
to make friends, do homework and even do age-appropriate household chores. So, absolutely
everything that they are afraid to do, might not want to do or what they would really like to
avoid doing.

• What is the most challenging thing for kids?Well, to my mind, the most challenging thing for
kids is doing something for the first time, something they have never done before, something
they haven’t developed a skill to do. This means that the most challenging thing changes as
soon as a kid learns to do it or, in other words, develops a skill to do it. For little babies, it
can be really challenging to learn to walk without frequent falls and bumps or learn to use a
spoon and fork to feed themselves. Later on, the most challenging thing for kids to do can
be dressing themselves or learning to lace their shoes. It can be absolutely anything, from
climbing a tree to drawing a picture or even cooking something. . . anything a child hasn’t
learnt to do yet. . . anything a child still has to develop a skill to do.

Question:

• Should parents reduce the challenges that kids have?

Answer:

• Should parents reduce the challenges that kids have?I don’t think they can as if they do so,
they will limit their kids growth because challenges provide children with opportunities to
learn and grow. What is more, by reducing the challenges their kids have, parents will prevent
children from developing lots of important skills such as managing their fears, developing
coping strategies to overcome obstacles and building up resilience, persistence, confidence and
independence. So, in no way should parents reduce the challenges of their kids.

Question:

• What challenges do people face when they learn a new sport? (no answers yet)

• Which is more challenging, to play team sports or individual sports? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Do you think that nowadays parents don’t give children enough challenges? (no answers yet)

• What challenges does the world face today? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Colours
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Question:

• Is colour important in advertising? (added on 14 November 2019)

Answer:

• Is colour important in advertising?Absolutely! Color is one of the most important elements in
advertising campaigns, and it can play just as large a role in generating sales as any slogan
because consumers notice colour before words. What’s more, each colour elicits an emotional
response in a viewer. So brands use colours in ads in order to evoke certain feelings, moods
and, more importantly, behaviors in their customers. For example, red is often used for a call
to action because it’s all about action and doing things right now. Also, being among the
most vibrant colors in the visible spectrum, it immediately grabs people’s attention, so it’s
not surprising that all sales signs are red. So, I’m certain that colour plays a large role in
advertising ’cause it has a powerful effect on people’s emotions and behaviour.

Question:

• Why do business people seldom wear bright colours?

Answer:

• Why do business people seldom wear bright colours?Well, it’s not a secret that colours affect
the way people respond to us, which particularly important in the business environment. It is
generally accepted that dark colours are associated with power, strength, authority, elegance,
formality, reliability, and seriousness. So people are more likely to think a person in dark
business attire is trustworthy and serious and a person in bright clothing isn’t. What’s more,
if a person wears a very brightly colored suit or dress, they will almost certainly be remembered
for their outfit rather than their job qualifications or whatever message they wanted to deliver.
Finally, in many companies it isn’t acceptable to wear bright colours to the office.

Question:

• Can you think of some situations when colours are important for things that people buy?

Answer:

• Can you think of some situations when colours are important for things that people buy?In
my opinion, colours are particularly important when people buy food, cars, clothes, shoes,
decorative cosmetics and furniture. First of all, colours are very important when people do
shopping for food as in most cases it is colour that helps people pick fresh produce and therefore
avoid buying food that is not safe to eat. I mean colour helps people determine if meat, fruits
or vegetables are fresh, ripe, under-ripe, overripe or rotten. For example, if bananas are green,
they are unripe. If bananas are yellow, they are ripe. And if they are brown, they are bad.
Also, colour is important when people buy clothes. For example, many shoppers say they won’t
buy a product unless it comes in their preferred color. Finally, colour is a very important factor
for car buyers. For instance, white cars rank high in resale value. A yellow car is less likely
to be stolen as it is too conspicuous. A silver car gives the impression of being financially
established and stable. A black one is a semblance of order and authority. And there are so
many more situations in which colour makes people buy or refrain from buying some things.

Question:

• What colour would you choose to decorate your home?

• Do you think colours in a room can have an impact on people’s mood?
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Answer:

• I would rather choose blue for my bedroom as it is believed to guarantee the best night’s sleep
by reducing heart pressure and heart rate. However, I would balance it with warm hues for
furnishings and fabrics.

Question:

• Do you think bright ads improve the appearance of cities?

Answer:

• Do you think bright ads improve the appearance of cities?Well, despite the fact that the
majority of people consider bright billboards a visual eyesore, saying that they make cities
look ugly, I’m on the other side of the fence thinking that the brighter the city is, the better
it looks. To my mind, bright ads adorn the streets and enhance the surroundings in general.
They bring cities to life evoking the sheer excitement of going downtown. So, as far as I can
see it, there is no doubt that they improve the appearance of cities.

Question:

• Do you think coursebooks should contain pictures and photos?

Answer:

• Do you think coursebooks should contain pictures and photos?Definitely... as pictures and
photos encourage joy in studying. What is more, they help students access new information
at any level of readiness as they introduce complex concepts in a safe environment. They also
help students learn and hone different kinds of skills, for example, help develop critical thinking
skills and strengthen visual thinking skills. Oh, and they always encourage conversations which
link concepts and words, and as a result, help connect observations with reasoning. So, yeah,
my answer is definitely ’yes’.

Question:

• Do you think nowadays people attach too much importance to the appearance of things they
possess?

Answer:

• Do you think nowadays people attach too much importance to the appearance of things they
possess?Oh yeah, I do. People really attach too much importance to the appearance of their
belongings, and I guess it happens because they consider the things they possess to be an
extension of their physical body and their sense of self. In other words, people depend on the
things they own because these things embody their selfhood and identity. What is more, these
things allow people to signal something about themselves to other people helping them bolster
their profile and enhance their importance. I guess that these are the main explanations why
what the belongings look like is of such great importance nowadays.

Communication, speeches, presentations

Question:

• What is the difference between speaking with people on the phone and face-to-face?
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Answer:

• What is the difference between speaking with people on the phone and face-to-face?Oh, I guess
that interacting with someone in a face-to-face setting can be more effective than communi-
cating over the phone. The main reason why it is so is that people usually find technology-
mediated interactions impersonal because they filter out affiliative cues such as smiling or ex-
pressing warmth through facial expressions that would normally be perceived during in-person
interactions. What is more, body language and facial expressions in face-to-face communi-
cation influence how we process information and help us form our opinions of the people we
communicate with, which, as a result, helps us build more authentic and trustworthy rela-
tions. So, to my mind, phone conversations are meant just for passing on some urgent or
factual information while face-to-face interactions are for meaningful communication.

Question:

• Do you think that it is polite to agree with another person during a conversation if you have
another opinion?

Answer:

• Do you think that it is polite to agree with another person during a conversation if you have
another opinion?Well, I guess it mainly depends on the situation. It can be polite only if this
fake agreement doesn’t hurt your feelings... or if you understand that disagreement will only
add fuel to an already tense fire and by agreeing you just want to avoid confrontation and
conflict. Though, I don’t think that it’s polite to do so if you respect the person and wish him
or her the very best as your opinion can help them look at the situation from another angle
and find an even better solution to the discussed problem. The main thing is to do your best
to place the emphasis on the reasoning and information supporting your disagreement instead
of just attacking the other person’s ideas and beliefs.

Question:

• Do men and women talk about the same things?

Answer:

• Do men and women talk about the same things?Well, I guess generally ’yes’ as both men and
women talk about what is going on in their lives, what they are engaged in or what they want
to achieve in life. They also often share with others what they dream about or what they plan
for foreseeable future. Another issue is that the things that interest or worry men and women
are different, which in turn makes the topics they discuss different as well. For example, men
are keen on blabbing about sport, cars, women, business and technology while women like to
chat about travelling, beauty, clothes, health and kids. All in all, both genders mostly talk
about what they devote their time to in their daily lives, which enables me to say that both
the stronger and the weaker sex talk about the same things.

Question:

• Do you prefer chatting face to face or texting?

Answer:

• Do you prefer chatting face to face or texting?Oh, of course I opt for face to face chatting
whenever it’s possible ‘cause communicating this way I can express my feelings and ideas
much better, minimize the risk of miscommunication and be sure my message is heard. Talking
face to face I can also get an immediate feedback, which is often really important. Though
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sometimes I prefer texting, for example in situations where other means of communication are
not possible or appropriate like during meetings, classes and seminars or when I don’t want
others to hear what I am saying.

Question:

• Do you think women chat more than men?

Answer:

• Do you think women chat more than men?Well, mostly yes as it’s women’s nature to chat a
lot to overcome monotony. Women are more emotional than men and whenever they get some
information or ideas, they immediately want to share them with everyone. One more reason
why women talk more than men is the fact that they want connection and closer relationships
with others. Though, I can also say that in many cases who talks more depends on the
individual or context of the conversation. So, it depends.

Question:

• Why do some people prefer to tell secrets to strangers?

Answer:

• Why do some people prefer to tell secrets to strangers?Oh, I think because talking to strangers
can be less embarrassing as people may feel less judged by them. What is more, such people
are usually not preoccupied with how strangers are viewing them, how this will affect their
relationship and so on. They are also not concerned about stranger’s gossiping about their
secret. Or maybe they like sharing secrets with strangers ‘cause they hope to see a new
perspective with their help and, as a result, find some solution. There can be lots of reasons,
I guess.

Question:

• Why are social networking websites so popular nowadays?

Answer:

• Why are social networking websites so popular nowadays?Well, I think, first of all, because
they have the ability to connect people and keep them engaged with friends, family, colleagues
and people they want to be friends with. They also attract so much attention because they
give people a voice letting them present themselves, their beliefs, ideas and opinions and this
way help them in establishing their brand online. One more reason I see is the fact that social
networks allow users to create groups which let likeminded people share their interests and
hobbies as well as allow them to become informed on aspects of people, companies, news and
other things of interest in a way that is convenient, efficient and fast.

Question:

• Do you think that many children nowadays don’t want to communicate with children of the
same age?
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Answer:

• Do you think that many children nowadays don’t want to communicate with children of the
same age?Well, I don’t think so as children are naturally attracted to peers and developing
friendships and positive relations with them is very important to kids. Though, of course,
children who lack the emotional, cognitive and behavioural skills that underlie harmonious
interaction can have troubles with peer communication and opt for friendships with other age
groups instead. But it’s not a high percent of kids, to my mind.

Question:

• Do you agree that shy parents will have shy children?

Answer:

• Do you agree that shy parents will have shy children?Well, I guess it can be so as extreme
shyness is hereditary, as I know. What is more, children usually copy or learn behaviour from
their parents and so anyone who has shy parents has a greater chance to develop the same
symptoms. Though, it seems to me that genetics and learned behaviour are not the only
possible causes of shyness. Among the rest of the reasons there can be family relationships,
lack of social interaction, harsh criticism and even a fear of failure.

Question:

• Why do you think it is important to communicate with others?

• What communication skills are important?

Answer:

• Why do you think it is important to communicate with others?Oh, in order to express ideas
and feelings as well as spread knowledge and information, first of all. It’s also essential to
communicate with other people to discuss ideas and share experience in different spheres of
life.These are the main reasons of communication, to my mind.

• What communication skills are important?Well, both verbal and non-verbal, no doubt. Com-
munication is not only about words, it’s also about our listening skills, eye contact and body
language, I mean facial expressions, gestures and posture. I would also add written and visual
communication skills to the list. Only together can they make communication pleasant and
efficient for everyone, to my mind.

Question:

• Are you talkative?

• Are people in your country talkative?

Answer:

• Are you talkative?I would say ‘yes’, at least I really like chatting. It’s easy for me to make and
lead non-stop conversations with others as I am an extrovert. I easily get outgoing and enjoy
being surrounded by others. I guess it’s my nature, it’s somehow entwined with my identity.
So, yes, I can say that I am talkative.

• Are most people in your country talkative?Yeah, most people in my country are very emotional
and, as a result, talkative. They are mainly extroverts and this explains why it’s easy for most
of them to make and lead non-stop conversations with others. Sometimes it even seems to me
that talkativeness is entwined with our national identity and just reflects the nature of our
people.
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Question:

• What jobs need employees to be talkative?

Answer:

• What jobs need employees to be talkative?Oh, plenty of them, actually. Teachers, for example,
as they talk throughout the day, often repeating the same material to different classes of
students, or reporters who conduct plenty of interviews and follow-up interviews with their
sources in order to get stories straight. I can also mention jobs of sales representatives who
need to be talkative as they spend the majority of their days selling their products or services,
customer service representatives who are expected to have all the answers and be able to
communicate clearly and human resources specialists who consult with employers to find gaps
in employment, interview applicants and organise new-employee orientation.

Question:

• Should children be encouraged to talk more?

Answer:

• Should children be encouraged to talk more?I’d say ‘yes’ as talking fuels children’s language
development helping kids form stronger language and conversational skills. What is more, it
strengthens their overall ability to learn, which opens the doors of great opportunities in front
of them in early childhood. So, definitely yes!!!

Question:

• Why do people feel nervous when they are giving a speech to others?

Answer:

• Why do people feel nervous when they are giving a speech to others?Oh, I think, first of all,
this is because they have some kind of fear be it a fear of the unknown, a fear of failure or being
unable to meet the audience’s expectations. Some more reasons why people can feel nervous
when giving a speech in front of strangers are a lack of general confidence, feeling uncomfortable
while being the centre of attention or feeling that they lack adequate knowledge of their topic.
They can just be afraid that somebody will ask them a question on the topic and they won’t
know the answer. I think these are the main reasons.

Question:

• How can people improve their public speaking skills?

Answer:

• How can people improve their public speaking skills?Well, I think they, first of all, have to
prioritize preparation. I mean spend time putting their speech together so that it flows logically
and is made more vibrant with examples and images, take the time to go over their notes several
times and create the framework for their speech. It would also be a good idea to consider who
the message is intended for to choose right words, level of information, organization pattern
and motivational statement in order to give the audience what they want and need. Well,
and the last thing I would recommend for improving public speaking skills is checking out the
location where they will be speaking to feel more comfortable and secure when the big day
arrives.
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Question:

• Can you suggest any methods that would help reduce nervousness?

Answer:

• Can you suggest any methods that would help reduce nervousness?Oh, when I need to calm
down the first thing I do is take a deep breath. Then I try to focus on right now because we
usually feel nervous about something we are waiting for but not about what is going on at the
moment. If I fail to do it, I start either using a positive self-talk or a calming visualization.
I can also try counting backward to relax a bit, sipping green tea or even squeezing a stress
ball. If I am alone, I can listen to my favourite song or dance. So, there are lots of methods
to reduce nervousness, actually.

Question:

• Why do you think it’s hard to talk to school children?

Answer:

• Why do you think it’s hard to talk to school children?Well, first of all, this is because teenagers
are often withdrawn and just don’t want to communicate. They just pretend they can’t hear
you and you can change nothing in this situation. Maybe, it’s because school children often
have bad days and are not always in the best of moods. Maybe, ignoring adults makes teens
feel as if they have a little bit of control in a situation they might feel they have none. All in
all, such defiant and annoying behaviour, feigning indifference and refusing to engage in polite
conversation is typical during school years, so adults just need to accept it and wait for better
times.

Question:

• Is it good for people to visit schools and give a talk to children about different things?

• Do you think such talks are necessary?

Answer:

• Is it good for people to visit schools and give a talk to children about different things?Oh,
yeah, it’s definitely great to hold such school talks for students ‘cause they usually go beyond
traditional school curriculum and allow children to get involved in diverse interests. They,
no doubt, broaden students’ horizons, provide them with invaluable insights, perspectives and
interesting information and give them unique access to advice from those individuals who are
shaping different fields of interest. One more thing such school talks do is help students develop
many work and people skills they will need to succeed in their career.

• Do you think such talks are necessary?Definitely, they are. They usually go beyond traditional
school curriculum and allow children to get involved in diverse interests. They, no doubt,
broaden students’ horizons, provide them with invaluable insights, perspectives and interesting
information and give them unique access to advice from those individuals who are shaping
different fields of interest. One more thing such school talks do is help students develop many
work and people skills they will need to succeed in their career. So, they are not only necessary
to motivate students, they are essential to help them become successful at work and in life.

Question:

• What type of person is best suited to give a talk to a group of students?
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Answer:

• What type of person is best suited to give a talk to a group of students?Well, I think it should
be a charismatic speaker or lecturer who has good subject knowledge and a range of teaching
styles and who is very passionate about his speech. I guess, he also has to have unbounded
patience, be confident and have clear objectives concerning what he is giving a talk about
with resources and practicals ready to go. I also think this person should give students a clear
framework to work within, encourage different viewpoints and provide human interaction.
These are the most suited characteristics of a speaker for students, to my mind.

Question:

• How can one become a good speaker?

Answer:

• How can one become a good speaker?Well, first of all, this can be achieved by practising a lot
and being well-prepared for their speech or lecture, I think. It’s also essential to be confident
and adaptable, and know as much as possible about the audience, I mean their age, interests
and level of preparation for the speech. While delivering their speech a good speaker should
give it clearly and succinctly behaving naturally and sticking to the time given for their lecture.
Two more important characteristics of an efficient speaker, to my mind, are a skill to involve
the audience and an ability to focus on contributing.

Question:

• Are visual aids important in delivering speeches or presentations?

• Is it good to tell jokes and use humour in presentations and speeches?

• In what situations can public speaking be useful in our life?

• Does media have any influence on public speaking? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Community

Question:

• Do you think that people who live in large cities don’t have a sense of community?

Answer:

• Do you think that people who live in large cities don’t have a sense of community?Well, on the
one hand, human beings are social beings and so, to my mind, they have a kind of we-feeling
despite the size of the place they live in. But on the other hand, I do think that people in large
cities seem completely uninterested in connecting with people around them as well as have no
time for building any community spirit. So, I can assume that most people in big cities have
little if any sense of community.

Question:

• Which is more important: a sense of community or a sense of national pride?
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Answer:

• Which is more important: a sense of community or a sense of national pride?Well, I’d definitely
cast my vote for a sense of national pride as, to my mind, it benefits both the citizens and
the country. As far as the former are concerned, I am more than sure that feeling good about
the country also makes people feel good about their own life, which is important for feeling
happy. In reference to the latter, when people love the country where they grew up, they prefer
living there and doing wonderful things for the betterment of the country instead of leaving
it. A sense of national pride encourages people to endure many hardships their country faces,
willing to sacrifice some of their own self-interest for the public interest, and temporary gains
for future ones. Though, I also consider a sense of community to be quite important as it
builds relationships and social connectedness as well as establishes peace and harmony among
the society.

Question:

• Can online communities be considered real communities?

Answer:

• Can online communities be considered real communities?Well, I tend to believe that ‘yes’
because the world behind the screens is not very different from the real world, and because both
online and real communities serve the same purpose - communication, which creates lasting
relationship between people. Though, in real communities people cannot avoid communication,
due to the common place of living, for example, while in online communities if people don’t
want to communicate, they just don’t connect to the Internet. So, my answer is both ‘yes’ and
‘no’.

Question:

• Are people living in one community friendly with others? (no answers yet)

• What activities are popular in your community? (no answers yet)

• Do people like living in community? (no answers yet)

• Where do people in your community usually have social gatherings? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Crowded places, traffic jams, living in the city

Question:

• Do people like to go to crowded places?

Answer:

• Do young people like to go to crowded places?Well, I would say yes as a crowded place is a sign
of social proof for youngsters, which is of primary importance in young age. What is more,
young people like the feeling of being a part of something special or being seen as a part of
something popular, which also attracts them to crowded places and excites them the moment
they get there. So, definitely yes, the young enjoy being in popular crowded spots.
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Question:

• What are the negative aspects of crowded places?

Answer:

• What are the negative aspects of crowded places?Well, I guess the most unpleasant things
connected with crowded areas are an overwhelming number of people, which can easily drive
anyone mad, and a lot of noise and stress. I would also mention traffic and pedestrian conges-
tion as an annoying factor as well as no empty place to sit or lie down (if to consider crowded
beaches), and no personal space. One more negative aspect of crowded spots deserving our
attention is high prices. That’s it, I guess.

Question:

• In what ways can we fix traffic problems?

Answer:

• In what ways can we fix traffic problems?Well, firstly, it is absolutely imperative that buses be
made to stop at designated bus stops and have scheduled routes. The problem is that having
spotted a person flagging down, bus drivers stop wherever they want as they seem to feel kings
of the road. Such sudden and abrupt stopping of buses often causes minor rear end collisions
and tailbacks as there’s barely enough room to let other vehicles pass and everybody is in a
hurry. It would also be great if roads were mended because dodging potholes is what drivers
have to constantly do instead of moving smoothly and uninterruptedly. And this again makes
cars move slowly and leads to car accidents.

Question:

• Why do people still like living in cities despite there are traffic jams?

• What facilities does your city have?

Answer:

• What makes a city a good one to live in?Oh, a lot of factors, to my mind. The ones I consider
the most important for life are affordability, I mean housing expenses, the prices for consumable
goods, the price of petrol, utility services, taxes and stuff like that, and accessibility, appearance
and amenities, that is the presence of the airport, train and bus stations, good transport links,
a number of educational institutions, a wide array of recreational facilities, shopping malls,
parks and gardens and, of course, hospitals. I would also add good employment opportunities
and low crime rates to my priority list, oh, and the climate as well.

Question:

• How can governments improve living standards in densely-populated cities?

Answer:

• How can governments improve living standards in densely-populated cities?Oh, I think gov-
ernments can do it by planning for long-term growth and renewal, I mean making efficient
use of every square inch of the city in a way that doesn’t make it feel cramped and unlivable.
I also think it’s a good idea to develop affordable self contained neighbourhoods, prioritize
green transport and building options, increase traffic capacity by building more bypasses and
beltways, and relieve density with variety, for example, by interspersing high-rise and low-rise
buildings. I am more than sure that all these measures will reduce the sense of being in a
crowded space and, as a result, improve living standards in densely-populated cities.
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Question:

• What makes a well-designed city? (no answers yet)

• How can a badly-designed city influence its dwellers? (no answers yet)

• Do you think that the only possible way to make an ideal city is to build a new one? (no
answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• What can be done to make cities less crowded? (no answers yet)

• Do you agree that in the future cities will become so crowded that they will have no green
spots? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• What places are often crowded in your country? (no answers yet)

• Do people change their behaviour when they get to a crowded place? (no answers yet)

• Why have many cities become so densely-populated? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Education, schools

Question:

• What types of schools are there in your country?

Answer:

• What types of schools are there in your country?Well, as far as I know there are pre-schools or,
more precisely, nursery schools and kindergartens for kids aged 2 or 3 to 6 or 7, then primary
or elementary schools for children aged 6 or 7 to about 11, and secondary schools for kids aged
11 to 16 or 17. The latter can be either comprehensive, I mean for all secondary aged kids,
even for those who have no academic achievement or aptitude, or grammar, the ones which
select students only based on their academic achievement. One more differentiation I know
is state schools paid for by the government and private schools paid for by parents. Oh, and
there are also some profile schools such as lyceums, gymnasiums and colleges. Their purpose
is not just to provide high school students with general knowledge but help them acquire the
skills required for scientific-practical and research activities in their further education.

Question:

• Do you think there is pressure on students to study too hard?
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Answer:

• Do you think there is pressure on students to study too hard?Oh yeah, I’d even say really
heavy pressure as at the present day students are being subjected to more and more academic
demands. Many of them are loaded not only with school and university classes but also with
extracurriculars because a lot of importance is given to academic achievements. I guess this is,
first of all, due to the fact that school systems have shifted to new, tougher learning standards,
and, secondly, because studying hard is the only way to get ahead, make a great living and
have a strong career in the future.

Question:

• Do you think that nowadays teachers are more strict than in the past?

Answer:

• Do you think that nowadays teachers are more strict than in the past?Oh, it well may be so
as students these days are less motivated to study, and strictness is all but the only way for
teachers to force kids to learn to the best of their ability. I’m more than sure that present-day
students need hard set rules and no flexibility in order to do their best. What is more, such
rules can teach them to adhere to deadlines in an effective manner. So, yeah, teachers these
days are likely to be more strict than their counterparts even a few years ago because if they
weren’t strict enough, they wouldn’t be able to create a suitable learning environment which
would help students study efficiently.

Question:

• Who should be responsible for education, parents or the government?

Answer:

• Who should be responsible for education, parents or the government?Well, undoubtedly, ed-
ucation should be a shared responsibility between the government and parents. But it is the
government, not parents, that should take a bigger share of responsibility ’cause what parents
can do is a drop in the ocean compared to what the government can do. I mean the govern-
ment has sufficient funds and resources to provide basic education to all children irrespective
of where they live and how rich or poor their families are. If parents had to take full responsi-
bility for education, not all children would have access to it. Also, the government has enough
resources to develop and implement a national curriculum, build and equip schools, administer
teachers’ work and do many other important things which parents cannot do. As for parents,
in my opinion, the only thing that they can do is ensure that their children attend school.

Question:

• How can technology be used in the classroom?

Answer:

• How can technology be used in the classroom?Well, there are numerous ways in which tech-
nology can be used, and is actually used, in the classroom. One of the ways to use it is to
bring presentations to life by incorporating videos, photos, sound and visual effects into them,
which can effectively resonate with visual learners. Let’s consider a biology video tutorial that
uses 3D animation to show how the human nervous or cardiovascular system works. It is,
of course, more interesting to watch such a video than read dull, dry and lengthy scientific
texts that make you fall asleep. Also, to make lessons more fun and interactive, teachers can
use various virtual manipulatives, introduce game-based learning platforms, play podcasts or
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invite virtual guest speakers to engage with class. I’ve heard that some teachers use Google
Streetview and other similar apps to run virtual field trips. I guess it’s really cool as it allows
students to virtually explore parks, forests, national and international landmarks from the
comfort of their classroom. They can virtually experience the view from the Statue of Liberty
or hike through the Grand Canyon. I’m sure that this makes students excited to learn about
a location or subject and they can explore these locations before actually visiting them. All it
takes is a device connected to a projector or some screen.

Question:

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of studying online?

Answer:

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of studying online?One of the biggest advantages
of e-learning is that you can access study materials at any time that works for you. For
example, if you have to work or take care of your home and children during the day, you
can study at night. Also, if you are tired, you can take a break from studying any time you
want and come back to it when you are feeling refreshed. So, you can fit your life schedule
around your coursework more easily, of course, provided that you don’t need to log in at a
specific time for a live session. I’m sure that flexibility is an advantage traditional face-to-face
courses cannot beat. Also, you choose your own learning environment that works best for your
needs, be it your bedroom, your study, a café across the street, or your local gym. I know
that many people like listening to podcasts or watch videos as they run on the treadmill, for
example. And as you can study from anywhere you want, you don’t have to commute to class,
which means you spend your time more efficiently. Another benefit is that you can always
find a suitable course or even a degree program that you can follow from home it doesn’t
matter where you live and what you want to study. What I mean is you don’t need to go to
England in order to do some course at Cambridge university. You can sign up for an online
course, which will not only save your time, but also money. However, studying online requires
more self-motivation and time-management skills ’cause you’ll spend a lot of time on your
own without someone physically close to keep you focused on what you’re learning. Another
drawback is that although e-learning can be quite interactive these days, through the use of
video conferences, webinars, and face-to-face video chats, it still isn’t the same as sitting across
from a real person.

Question:

• Do you think school lessons and teachers are necessary for successful learning?

• Do you think teachers will be replaced by computers?

Answer:

• Do you think school lessons and teachers are necessary for successful learning?I would say yes
‘cause teachers and school lessons support students’ success, to my mind. Teachers offer stu-
dents a rich, rewarding and unique learning experience making them passionate participants in
the learning process. They guide students through challenging learning opportunities engaging
their natural curiosity and this way constructing meaningful educational experiences. What
is more, teachers help students learn how to use facts by developing their abilities to think
carefully, solve problems, make informed judgements and create beneficial knowledge, which
is the foundation of successful learning.
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Question:

• Do you agree or disagree that schools and universities should only have courses that prepare
the students for jobs?

• Do you think the purpose of education has changed?

Answer:

• Do you agree or disagree that universities should only have courses that prepare the students
for jobs?Well, I think that higher education must have more of a purpose than just making
students employable. It should also provide them with opportunities to enhance their general
knowledge ‘cause this is what is associated with intelligence and awareness and makes students
more interesting conversationalists. Though there is no doubt that the subjects students have
opted must be covered in depth to let graduates perform well in their career. I can also say
that the primary mission of universities is to let students experience the atmosphere in a real
workforce and apply the skills they learn in daily life. All in all, higher education must be
geared to develop the whole of a student’s human potential but with the main focus on the
skills required for student’s careers.

Question:

• Why do some students dislike studying at school?

Answer:

• Why do some students dislike studying at school?Oh, I guess there can be a bunch of good
reasons for that. One of the most common reasons, I think, is too much homework. It takes
a great deal of students’ time and prevents them from doing what they really want and enjoy,
be it attending some interesting extra classes or spending time with friends. One more thing
that diminishes students’ interest in studying at school is grades which are a constant pressure
for children and teenagers who don’t like and don’t want to be ranked. I would also say that
tests and exams, boring teachers and, of course, bullies add weight to kids’ arguments against
school ‘cause they are linked to many negative outcomes including loss of interest in attending
classes.

Question:

• What are the most popular courses that people study today at universities or other educational
institutions?

Answer:

• What are the most popular courses that people study today at universities or other educational
institutions?Oh, there are plenty of them. Let’s say business and management, marketing and
communication, psychology, tourism and hospitality, to name a few. People opt for studying
business and related subjects, for example, because it is a very broad area with a variety
of modules to select from. Business graduates go on to work in myriad different sectors,
which explains the appeal of business courses. Psychology is also a very attractive course
all around the world because it helps people understand basic psychological and scientific
principles, teaches people to think critically, makes people more effective in the workplace and,
as a result, improves employability. Tourism and hospitality courses are popular ‘cause these
industries are ever growing and let graduates enjoy rewarding careers in many areas such as
hotels, travel, sport and events management.

Family
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Question:

• Do you prefer support from your family or your friends?

Answer:

• Do you prefer support from your family or your friends?Well, whenever I need some really
important advice or support, I, first of all, seek it of my parents, ’cause I know that they have
more experience and will always give me rational advice based on the lessons they have learnt
throughout their life. What is more, they are very reliable and will never betray or harm me.
They are always there for me and will help me wholeheartedly in any situation. But if the
advice I need is not that vital and doesn’t put me at risk or pose threat to my future, I will go
to my friends because they think like me, know all my ambitions and passions and will never
criticise or repremand me even if I want to do something rash and irrational.

Question:

• In your country, what kinds of family members usually live together?

Answer:

• Well, the combinations are plentiful as far as I know. There are a lot of families which consist
of parents and unmarried children as well as families with parents with a child and his or her
spouse. There is also a fair amount of families uniting more than two generations under one
roof consisting either of children, parents and grandparents or even including aunts, uncles and
cousins. Multigenerational households have an opportunity to share in each other’s lives and
this is the reason why this type of families is becoming more and more widespread all around
the country bringing together more and more family members.

Question:

• In a typical family in your country, who plays the leading role?

Answer:

• Well, the leading role in an Indian family is played by the man. All families in my country hold
to patriarchal ideology and follow the patrilineal rule of descent. The most desired dwelling
unit is a joint family which consists of 3 or 4 patrilineally related generations, all living under
one roof. Family tangible assets such as business and land are controlled by male family
members who always outrank females. The oldest male member traditionally has complete
authority in the family so establishes the rules for all family generations and settles disputes.

Question:

• These days people from different generations live together, do you think this is a problem?

Answer:

• Well, I wouldn’t say this is a problem because there is a fair number of pros of living with
multiple generations under one roof. The most important one is sharing living expenses and
saving money, as a result. Not only can you save money on groceries or utilities, but also on
a babysitter if you have young kids. Moreover, when grandparents care about kids, it makes
relations between them deep and lets children learn a lot from an older generation. Living
with elderly parents, people also get a chance to keep an eye and take care of them, making
their life more joyful. Of course, there can be some grey days too when you lack real private
space or have conflicts with parents concerning bringing up kids, but that’s nothing compared
to all love and support you get in a big family.
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Question:

• Do young and middle-aged people live with old people?

Answer:

• Definitely yes. There are quite a lot of families uniting young and old people beneath the same
roof. And there are plenty of benefits of living with elderly people. First of all, they have
wise advice and experience for every life event and so always find words of comfort as well
as understanding in daily life challenges. Secondly, they give younger generations a sense of
continuity and teach them to be empathetic, which is important in life. And, of course, old
people are the best baby-sitters who spend quality time with grandchildren letting parents go
about their business or just have a rest.

Question:

• Is it important to visit relatives?

Answer:

• Why do people visit their relatives?Well, I guess people visit their relatives because they love
and miss them. . . .. want to help them. . . . want to share the news with them or spend time
together in an interesting way...These are the main reasons, to my mind.

Question:

• How do you get along with your parents?

Answer:

• Thank God, I have really good relations with my parents. I enjoy their company. And in
conversations with them, try to avoid issues which may cause disputes because of a generation
gap which exists between children and parents. I am honest with them and always share my
feelings such as they are. We respect each other and show our care to one another. I love my
parents and feel how much they love me. That’s why I always do my best to make them even
more happy by letting them feel proud of me. My parents are really understanding people
who support me in everything I do or just plan, so I can say that I am a lucky person who has
friendly, kind and helpful parents.

Question:

• Do young adults in your country like to communicate with old people?

Answer:

• I would say more yes than no, ’cause communication with the elderly teaches the young a lot,
for example, such values as respect, forgiveness and honesty. Moreover, old people can stir the
rising generation into action, helping them prioritize what is most important in life and giving
confidence to follow their dreams at the same time helping them to gain the ability to accept
whatever comes in life and motivating to avoid regrets. Of course, sometimes communication
with the old can be unbearable due to their apathy, forgetfulness or slow movement which
require a lot of patience and compassion from the young, but, yet, all those lessons that young
adults can learn from them more than balance the difficulties that can be faced.

Question:

• How do grandparents educate their grandchildren in your country?
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Answer:

• I guess the first thing grandparents do is set their own example and explain what benefits
something will have. For instance, they always stick to their word to teach grandchildren
truthfulness. Or they start out a regular volunteer activity to let grandchildren learn about
people in need and see that they have the ability to change somebody’s life for the better by
helping with garden work or household chores.

Question:

• Who should take care of old people, the government or their families? (no answers yet)

• What responsibilities should people have towards society? (no answers yet)

• Do you think now people are more encouraged to be individualistic than before? (no answers
yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• What is good and what is bad about having strong family relationships? (no answers yet)

• Do you think both parents should take equal responsibility for taking care of their children?
(no answers yet)

• What responsibilities should children have towards their parents? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Films, film industry

Question:

• Do you think having a film industry has an impact on a country’s reputation?

Answer:

• Do you think having a film industry has an impact on a country’s reputation?Definitely. Our
world is constantly being shaped by cultural waves spreading swiftly and steadily across the
planet so there’s no doubt that the level of development of a country’s film industry can
influence the country’s reputation on the international stage. From this perspective, a well-
developed film industry can help a country create a positive image and, as a result, become
more globally significant. It can also make a country influential when it comes to culture and
entertainment. I think that Hollywood is a prime example of this.

Question:

• Do you think the government should fund a country’s film industry?
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Answer:

• Do you think the government should fund a country’s film industry?Oh, yeah, it should. This
will result in a return on investment, both culturally and economically. The growth of the
film industry is directly related to the development of a modern economy and rising economic
productivity. Motion pictures, home video and television programming, music and sound
recordings, books, video games and software are collectively one of the largest and fastest
growing economic sectors which contributes to creating jobs, promoting film-induced tourism,
driving long-term investment and, of course, contributing millions to the state’s economy. So,
to my mind, there’s no doubt that the government should fund a country’s film industry.

Question:

• Do you think people rely too much on the film industry instead of making their pastime more
interesting themselves?

Answer:

• Do you think people rely too much on the film industry instead of making their pastime more
interesting themselves?Well, I guess they do. Nowadays, more and more people forget that
it’s their responsibility to make their lives interesting and exciting as it’s much easier to rely
on something or somebody else and blame them for feeling bored or unhappy when they fail
to entertain well. What is more, movies allow people to feel different emotions like thrill,
happiness and sadness which they just can’t feel in their real life. They also always cheer
people up and lighten their mood. Altogether, these factors push people to rely on the film
industry instead of taking efforts to make their pastime more interesting themselves.

Question:

• Do you think watching films is a good way to have a rest?

Answer:

• Do you think watching films is a good way to have a rest?Well, definitely ’yes’ as films redirect
our attention from routine and provide an escape, which decreases our anxiety as well as
allows us to disconnect, relax and have a good time. Films also let us get lost in a safe fictional
narrative and forget about our own problems. They elevate, move, inspire and amaze us, which
lightens our mood and refreshes us. So, there is no doubt that watching films has immense
influence over both our mental and physical relaxation.

Question:

• Do you think that people in the film industry are paid too much?

Answer:

• Do you think that people in the film industry are paid too much?Well, I don’t think so as
everybody knows that the film industry is a one-to-many industry, which means that the work
of actors and film directors can reach millions of people at once and, as a result, bring a good
deal of money to everyone involved in the movie business. What is more, the film industry is a
system which relies on a rare talent, so the money must end up in the hands of those who own
that talent, which also explains why the amount of money actors are paid is so jaw-dropping.
And we shouldn’t forget that actors make huge sacrifices to give a convincing performance,
which often takes its toll. I mean many of them use method acting. This usually makes
them establish a direct physical or psychological connection with their characters in order to
portray them, often living as the character or echoing their mannerisms as closely as possible

209



in their private life. Some actors gain or lose weight. Some actors dramatically change their
appearance. I mean they go through hell for a role. That’s why fat pay cheques that actors
get just compensate for huge sacrifices that they make. So, to my mind, people in the film
industry definitely deserve their multi-million-dollar pay cheques as well as other professionals
whose monetary value is very high.

Question:

• Why are people so interested in lives of movie stars?

Answer:

• Why are people so interested in lives of movie stars?Well, I guess, first of all, this is because
their lives fascinate people. What I mean is celebrities live lives that are quite different to
those of the general population in a lot of ways - they take more holidays, spend more money
and do jobs that are simply very out of the ordinary. It attracts people and sparks their
interest in celebrities’ lives. What is more, movie stars always represent something greater
than themselves, something people want to feel connected to, and seeking out news about
them or seeing what they are up to just helps people feel more familiar and more connected
to celebrities and their lifestyles. These are the main reasons, I guess.

Question:

• What makes an actor a famous movie star?

Answer:

• What makes an actor a famous movie star?Oh, I guess it’s not just one feature but a com-
bination of different factors taken together. The most important of them, to my mind, are
starring or leading roles in motion pictures and top-notch acting. I’d also name such things as
contagious energy and charisma. . . oh, and an ability to slip into any role like a chameleon. . .
What else? Well, maybe work with the best directors, and of course, the best scripts. . . or at
least, a great eye for interesting material. And to add the final flourish, I’d also name hard
work. . . as it’s absolutely impossible to ascend to the climax of glory in any sphere without
making efforts and working hard.

Question:

• What kinds of movies are popular in your country?

Answer:

• What kinds of movies are popular in your country?Well, I guess action films for sure. They
attract viewers with their non-stop motion, spectacular rhythm and pacing. What is more,
such films catch people’s attention with their two-dimensional ‘good guy’ heroes battling ‘bad
guys’ as the age-old struggle between good and evil has always interested all generations.
One more popular film genre in my country is drama. I think it appeals to people because
of realistic characters, settings and life situations. And, of course, I cannot fail to mention
comedies liked by people all around the world for their light-hearted plots which amuse and
provoke laughter.

Question:

• Do people in your country still like to go to a cinema?
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Answer:

• How often do you go to a cinema to watch a movie?Well, I go to a cinema every time there
is a new release. My friends call me a movie freak but I just enjoy watching films on the big
screen and getting pulled into the sound and colour in a way that can’t be felt at home.

• Do people in your country like to go to a cinema to watch a film?I guess yes as there are always
a lot of people at the cinema. Cinemas are in great demand as they let people focus on the
movie and not get distracted, which people value. What is more, it’s a good way to spend
time out.

Question:

• Why do people spend so much money on producing films?

Answer:

• Why do people spend so much money on producing films?Oh, I think only because the more
money they invest, the more money they will get, as a result. Viewers nowadays are waiting
either for celebrity actors or for incredible special effects, which requires a lot of money from
producers. But there is no other way for them to make millions of dollars in the box office.
I guess it’s the main reason why film-making companies spend a huge amount of money on
making films.

Question:

• Do you prefer computer or real movies?

Answer:

• Do you prefer computer or real movies?Well, it’s hard for me to answer this question unequiv-
ocally ‘cause what I like largely depends on my mood. Sometimes I opt for real movies ‘cause
they open my eyes to new wonders. I would even say it’s a kind of chance for me to visit real
places I have never been to and get inside the skin of real people quite different from me. But
there are also days when I give my preference to computer films as they allow for spectacle
such as spaceship battles and let me feel the scope. They have fantastic effects and express
directors’ artistic visions that would otherwise be impossible or prohibitively expensive. So, I
like both types depending on my mood.

Question:

• Do you think people in your country enjoy violent movies?

Answer:

• Do you think people in your country enjoy violent movies?Well, I hope no. As far as I know
violence is just intolerable for many people. Violent films make people think about real things
that they might be based on, which bothers people and makes them emotionally exhausted.
Though, violent films can also be educating, satisfying truth-seeking motivations by offering
meaningful insights into some aspect of the human condition. But still, I have doubts that
people can enjoy this type of films.

Question:

• Do you think in the future stars will be replaced by robots?
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Answer:

• Do you think in the future stars will be replaced by robots?Well, on the one hand, it quite may
be so ‘cause artificial intelligence is rapidly growing and progressing and even today humanoid
robots may be lifelike enough in appearance to be mistaken for a human. What is more, robots
may become more financially attractive for film-making companies than real stars. But, on the
other hand, I doubt that digital actors will totally replace celebrities because they will never
have the same expressiveness as actors. Moreover, robots won’t be able to provide cinema
fans with celebrity gossip which is important for holding viewers’ interest in cinematography
in general.

Question:

• Why don’t old people like cartoons?

Answer:

• Why don’t old people like cartoons?Well, I guess because they largely associate them with
children and, as a result, find them quite silly. Or, maybe because they feel weird breaking
social norms and just can’t enjoy having a good laugh while watching something really funny
together with their grandkids. These are the only reasons I see.

Finding things, losing something

Question:

• Is it ok to keep an item that you found?

Answer:

• Is it ok to keep an item that you found?No. No way! How is that different from stealing?
Whatever you find is a piece of property that belongs to someone else. This means it’s not
yours. And, by definition, holding or possessing property that you know does not belong to
you is stealing. So, even though you did not steal the item by taking it directly from its owner,
keeping an item that you found, and not trying to return it, is a form of stealing. So, at first,
it’s illegal. You should turn over whatever you found to the local police. Also, to my mind,
it’s morally wrong to take something that someone else lost. What if this person spent life
savings to buy it? Or what if this item meant a lot to this person?You can only keep it for
some time if you are going to make sincere effort to return it to the rightful owner. Otherwise,
as I’ve said before, you should hand it in to the police or lost and found.

Question:

• Why do many cultures have tales about finding treasure?

Answer:

• Why do so many cultures have tales about finding treasure?To my mind, popularity of buried
treasure tales is not difficult to explain. The thing is that almost all people like the idea of
something for nothing or in exchange for a modicum of effort. In my opinion, the reason for
this is that humans are inherently lazy, which may be a trait left over from our ancestors’ days
of conserving energy for the next hunt. But whatever the reason, I’ve noticed that even if
people work really hard to acquire wealth, deep down they all hope to rise from rags to riches
with no effort. So, in my opinion, these tales are so popular ’cause they appeal to people’s
desire for easy money.
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Question:

• What should people do to find what they lost?

Answer:

• What should people do to find what they lost?Of course, what people should do in order to
find a lost item very much depends on what they lost and where they lost it. But in most
cases, all people need to do is determine the last time they saw it, return to the place where
they last saw it and repeat their way to the place where they found it missing. If a person lost
something in a public place, I guess they should ask people around if they saw the lost item,
visit the lost-and-found office, if available, or inform the police about the loss. If a person lost
a phone, they should try to hunt it down using Google maps, IMEI number or some app that
will help them locate their device and lock it until they get it back. If a person lost a key,
the best thing to do first is to search the bag and pockets thoroughly. At least, these are the
things that usually work for me when I lose something.

Question:

• What things do people usualy find?

Answer:

• What things do people usually find?Well, I guess the ones other people usually lose. . . I mean
keys, wallets, ID cards, cell phones, sunglasses, laptops and other easily misplaced items often
left in public places such as shops, parks, sports centres, or on public transportation such as
the bus or subway. I also know quite a few cases when people found umbrellas, gloves, earrings
and even lunch boxes and shopping bags. So, you never know...

Question:

• What should people do if they find something?

Answer:

• What should people do if they find something?Well, I guess, first of all, hand the item in at
the location of finding or leave their contact details at the place of find so that the owner may
contact them. I also think people should put up a notice near to where they found the item
i.e. place an advert or posters on a community notice board at the location of find as well as
create a post on local social media pages such as Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. One more
thing I would recommend people to do in this case is report found property to the police or if
they found some documents, return them directly to the issuing authority or provider.

Question:

• Why is it that some people find things more easily than others?

Answer:

• Why is it that some people find things more easily than others?Well, I think because they are
just more lucky or more attentive to details... Or because they are incredibly observant and
attuned to their surroundings catching sight of all the changes and differences around them.
I also guess there are people who are better at finding things just because they are eagle-eyed
and have an exceptional ability to notice details. In fact, it can happen for a score of reasons,
to my mind. . .
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Question:

• Why do some people worry more than others when they lose things?

Answer:

• Why do some people worry more than others when they lose things?Well, one possible reason
is that they are more sensitive than other people. Or. . . maybe they are control freaks, and
losing something is a direct challenge to their need for control. Some people may worry more
than others ’cause they have emotional attachment to the things they’ve lost, which means
that the things they’ve lost are more than just material objects to them. Also, I’m more than
sure that there are people who worry more about losing something because they feel guilty
that it happened. In some cases, people don’t believe there’s a chance to get these things back,
and they are afraid that they will never manage to get anything like this again.

Question:

• How can we avoid losing things?

Answer:

• How can we avoid losing things?Well, first of all, we can do this by determining what we lose
the most and focusing on that, I guess. Yeah, once we have a short list to focus on, it will be
much easier to think of preventive measures from establishing a set location for our everyday
essentials to organizing common storage spots. One more effective thing to do, to my mind, is
to always put things back where they belong. It will definitely help us find whatever we need
even in a rush and under pressure. Oh, and of course, we can avoid losing our stuff by training
our mind or, in other words, teaching our brain to visualize and memorize everything we do.
Yeah. . . I’m more than sure that these steps will help us be more careful and organized, which,
in turn, will help us avoid losing things.

Question:

• What things do people often lose?

Answer:

• What things do people often lose?Well, I think that phones, keys and glasses top the list of the
most commonly lost items. Running second to them are battery chargers, stationery, wallets
and documents, especially passports and driver’s licenses. Oh, and umbrellas as well. If we
also talk about what people lose at home, I am more than sure that the leader is a TV remote
control, as I also lose it every now and then.

Question:

• Is it easy to lose something?

• Why do some people lose things easily?

Answer:

• Is it easy to lose something?Well, I guess it’s quite easy to lose your stuff if you are absent-
minded or disorganized. It can also happen naturally if you don’t have a habit of putting
things in their regular place or if they simply don’t have their regular place. In other cases
it can be quite easy to lose something only in particular situations, for example, when you
get distracted by somebody, have too much stuff to keep in mind or hands or get caught up
thinking about your problems and just take eye off the ball.
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Question:

• How can parents teach children to be organized?

Answer:

• How can parents teach children to be organised?Oh, this can be done by setting a good
example, first of all, and providing needed support at all the stages. As far as practical deeds
are concerned, I guess parents can establish household routines and put kids in charge of some
functions. They can also help them structure their days helping them create their own schedule
for studying, chores and activities, set interim deadlines for all the tasks they have to complete
and cross completed items off to give them a sense of accomplishment. I am sure, it will work.

Question:

• Is it important for children to be organized?

Answer:

• Is it important for children to be organised?Well, definitely it is as organisation is an important
aspect in play, language, social interaction, personal management and academic task perfor-
mance. It helps kids to be aware of time frames and materials needed for different tasks, be
ready on time and complete all work they do. It also helps them not to get distracted or
have difficulty packing their school bag, collecting the materials needed for play activities and
putting multi-step tasks together. So. . . yeah, organisation is very important for kids.

Question:

• If you lost a phone, how can you find it?

Answer:

• If you lost a phone, how can you find it?Oh, I hope it will never happen to me but if it did
happen, I think I would first try to hunt it down with a help of some special app. If it didn’t
work, I would definitely return to the place where I last saw the phone and repeat my way to
the place where I found it missing, and in case I failed to find it this way, I would inform the
police about my loss and post info about it in social networks to set the wheels in motion.

Question:

• Can you give me some examples of traditions that are lost or forgotten when a society develops
and modernises? (no answers yet)

• Do the advantages of modernisation outweigh the disadvantages? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Games, international events

Question:

• What makes team members want to play at their best?
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Answer:

• What makes team members want to play at their best?Well, I guess that, in some cases, it is a
burning desire to make a valuable contribution in the team’s victory that makes many people
try to perform at their best. I mean that for some people, it’s important to know that their
efforts lead the whole team to success because this will help them feel accomplished and proud
of themselves. Also, there are some people who want to play at their best ’cause they are
committed to accomplishing their team goals. Such people understand their individual role in
achieving these goals and feel responsible for their team performance. So they do whatever it
takes to help their team succeed.

Question:

• What makes a good team captain?

Answer:

• What makes a good team captain?Well, I guess love to their team members and a strong wish
to make a positive difference for the team, first of all. Yeah. . . A good team captain always
puts their team first and is able to direct their ambition and passion toward the success of the
team, more than toward personal success. They also understand that a leader is still a team
player and works as hard or even harder than anyone on the team. A good captain never shows
favouritism or promotes cliques making the effort to bond with every team member, including
those with whom they have little in common. They listen carefully to everyone and help direct
the thinking of teammates toward positive goals. Well... and a good captain, of course, is the
one who fosters an atmosphere of trust, demonstrates optimism and inspires hope. These are
the main things, to my mind.

Question:

• Why are mobile games so popular nowadays?

Answer:

• Why are mobile games so popular nowadays?Well, I think, first of all, this happens because they
are easily accessible, I mean that they are either low-cost or free, and they can be downloaded
in a matter of seconds. Also, they are also a great way to fight boredom while commuting,
waiting in lines, or during other uninteresting routines, and they attract people with a chance
to be played on the go without taking up much of their time. Well, and the last reason I’d like
to mention is their stress-relieving qualities. The majority of mobile games are fun and help
people relax. These are the main reasons, to my mind.

Question:

• Do you play any indoor games?

Answer:

• Do you play any indoor games?Yeah, I often play board games with my friends. We particularly
like Activity. It’s a game in which one player has to pantomime, describe or paint a word or
phrase given on a card and the other members of their team have to guess the word or phrase.
It’s always fun. And it’s our all-time favourite party game. I sometimes play Monopoly with
my family, but we almost never finish it before a big family row breaks out. Yet, we quickly
forget about it and start again a couple of weeks later. I also play cards, chess, checkers,
backgammon, dominoes, to name but a few. I think it’s a great opportunity. . . I would even
say the only one. . . to put down our phones, which we are literally glued to, and spend some
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quality time together with friends or family. You know, nowadays whenever I get together
with my friends, “everyone is on their phones”. And this is the way we usually spend time
with each other.

Question:

• Do you like playing indoor games?

Answer:

• Do you like playing indoor games?Oh yeah! I particularly like board games as it’s a good
opportunity to socialise with family and friends. You know you can’t play a board game
without at least one other person. And the good thing is, that this person isn’t half the world
away. These games are always fun. I also like video games as after 8 hours at work, the last
thing I want to do is chat with friends or go somewhere. All I want is to sit down and play
on the computer. What’s more, computer and video games are often highly strategic and
tactical, requiring you to consistently make calculated choices. For example, you have to make
decisions on who to attack, why, and you have to know how to anticipate losses.

Question:

• Do you think playing computer games is a waste of time?

Answer:

• How can children benefit from playing online games?Well, the greatest benefit online gaming
brings to kids, to my mind, is enhanced cognitive skills as it improves attention, focus and
reaction time of a child as well as helps kids develop their logic, accuracy and ability to think
outside of the box. It also helps children in developing hand-eye coordination. . . oh, and
increases a child’s memory capacity. . . What else? It teaches kids to persevere in the face of
multiple failures and work towards meaningful goals no matter what. . . One more benefit of
online gaming I can think of is that it improves kids’ computer fluency and general Internet
navigation. . . . oh, and also, helps them in social skills.

Question:

• How can children benefit from playing team games?

Answer:

• How can children benefit from playing team games?Well, first of all, children can learn to
collaborate as part of a group and work as a team. What is more, team games help kids develop
critical thinking skills as tactics, opponents, strengths and weaknesses of team members need
to be taken into consideration in order to win. One more benefit team games bring to kids
is learning discipline as it’s necessary to follow directions of the captain, for example, while
playing. Oh, and, of course, learning to accept defeat which is inescapable.

Question:

• Is organising an international event worth the money spent on it?

• What is the value in organising international events?
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Answer:

• Is organising an international event worth the money spent on it?To my mind, it is as in-
ternational events promote the country worldwide and ensure that the name of the hosting
city is profiled in the national and international media. They also catalyze and accelerate the
economic development and infrastructure improvements in the stage-managing city as they are
both a chance to catch the eye of global business leaders and a way to rally political support
for valuable construction projects. One more argument in favour of organising international
events is the fact that they keep businesses operating and workers employed. Oh. . . . and they
build a sense of community making the nation happy and united. So, there is no doubt that
the huge expense such events take is justifiable. Though, I also agree that there are other
important areas to invest in such as education, medicine and public transportation.

Question:

• Are international sporting competitions important for the world?

Answer:

• Are international sporting competitions important for the world?Of course, they are very
important as they are ideal for resuming social dialogue, bridging divides and communicating
messages of peace as well as for sparking a nationalistic fuse inside each fan watching the
game. What is more, they play a vital role in bringing people together in a way that can cross
boundaries and break down barriers, making the playing field a simple and often apolitical site
for initiating contact between antagonistic groups.

Question:

• Can you suggest how a person might feel representing their country in international competi-
tions?

Answer:

• Can you suggest how a person might feel representing their country in international competi-
tions?Well, I guess proud, excited, extremely responsible and nervous all in one as performing
for the country, they carry on their shoulders the hopes of an entire nation. Emotions at such
events always run high. They thrill the participants and trigger adrenaline rush, which, on the
one hand, puts great pressure on them but, on the other hand, makes them feel special. I am
more than sure that the majority of people representing their country at international level
feel that it’s worth the effort despite all the challenges and worries.

Question:

• Some people believe that competing in international sports events divides nations. Do you
agree?

Answer:

• Some people believe that competing in international sports events divides nations. Do you
agree?Well, I’d rather say that sport can unite as equally as it divides. On the plus side, sport
is a universal tool which promotes peace and unity, and the main task of international sports
events is to harness the power of nationalism and international rivalry. But on the minus side,
competition in itself generates ruthless behaviour, aggravates tensions and breeds jealousy,
revealing a dark side of human nature driven by the desire to win at all costs. So, I guess,
competing in international sports event can divide nations but not in all cases. . . . only in
those when evil in people triumphs.
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Question:

• Do you think technology helps to guarantee ’fair play’ during competitions? (no answers yet)

• Which is more important, to win or take part in competitions? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Gifts

Question:

• Do you think parents are made to give too many gifts nowadays? (added on 24 December
2019)

Answer:

• Do you think parents are made to give too many gifts nowadays?Well, regrettably, they really
are as children make excessive demands on them for the products they see in the ads, which in
turn happens because of advertisers who create a particular state of mind in kids that makes
them receptive and pushes to pester their parents for more and more gifts. One more thing
that makes parents buy stuff for kids again and again is the fact that they don’t want their
children to be bullied at school for not having the latest ’must-have’ items or don’t want to
disappoint kids for whom being under peer pressure is quite stressful. Well, and I’d also like
to mention the pang of guilt which acts as a driving force for buying as many gifts to kids as
possible. Parents have to work a lot these days and as a result, a lot of them feel guilty for
this. . . so guilty that they are ready to succumb to their children’s demand for gifts in order
to just feel a little bit better.

Question:

• Why is it sometimes difficult to buy a gift for someone?

Answer:

• Why is it sometimes difficult to buy a gift for someone?Well, I guess one of the reasons is that
the giver has no idea what to buy to please the giftee, which puts a lot of pressure and makes
the process of choosing the gift quite challenging. This may happen either because the giftee
doesn’t have any wishes or because the giver doesn’t know anything about the wishes of the
giftee. The second reason why choosing a gift for someone may be quite painful is because the
giver and the giftee have no interests in common, which makes the giftee really hard to please
and the giver really anxious about choosing the right present. I also can’t help mentioning the
time factor as it’s really time-consuming to find a great present, and regrettably, nowadays
many people are pressed for time. Also, the budget of the giver may be too tight for buying
what the giftee would be happy to receive, which also makes the process of choosing the right
gift more complicated. These are the main reasons, I guess.

Question:

• What gifts are popular in your country?
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Answer:

• What gifts are popular in your country?Well, I guess it depends on the age and gender of the
receiver, first of all. If the receiver is a woman, then quite popular gifts in my country are
arts, I mean drawings, paintings, photographs and prints, or home decor items, for example,
candles, vases, figurines and even home fragrances. I’d also mention wines, gift food baskets
and accessories such as scarves, umbrellas, wallets or gloves. If the receiver is a man, the
most popular gifts are electronics items, for example, smart watches, video games or wireless
earbuds. I’d also add such gifts as desktop items. I mean pen clips or holders, pencil sharpeners
or ashtrays. It’s also quite popular to give men strong spirits, glassware and accessories such
as belts, keyrings and wallets. Oh, and good books, of course, too. If the giver and the
receiver have close relationships, the list of popular gifts can also include perfumes, makeup
and skincare products, jewellery, kitchen appliances and even spa gift certificates. That’s how
it’s going in my country these days.

Question:

• Is it better to give practical gifts?

Answer:

• Is it better to give practical gifts?Well I’d say it is as most people hate receiving useless, generic
gifts, giving their preference to presents with a purpose especially if the giver knows them and
their current needs and desires well and can afford to give them what they really long for at
the moment. As far as the giver is concerned, practical gifts are also much better than fun
gifts as they are a great way for the giver to communicate their thoughtfulness to the recipient
letting them know that they are aware of what is happening in their life and showing them
that they want to make them feel special rather than annoyed or resentful.

Question:

• Do men and women have the same attitude to giving gifts?

Answer:

• Do men and women have the same attitude to giving gifts?Well, I wouldn’t say they do as,
first of all, females, as far as I know, are more likely than males to be person-focused in what
concerns gift-exchange, whereas males are more likely than females to be object-focused, which
means that women care about who they choose gifts for while men focus on the gift itself. What
is more, women are more likely than men to have a positive attitude towards gift-giving. I
guess it’s because they are less likely to feel obliged to give. One more difference I can think
of is that women give fairly cheap gifts... but to a wide network of receivers, while men are
more likely to give substantial gifts and confine their scope of giving to a very narrow circle of
people like spouses and kids. Oh, and one more thing. . . men are more likely than women to
possess a practical gift-giving style. . . They really seldom waste money on unnecessary stuff.

Question:

• Is gift-giving important for economy of a country?

Answer:

• Is gift-giving important for economy of a country?Definitely. The thing is that consumer
spending drives much of the economy. . . 70 per cent, as far as I know. . . And a large proportion
of annual sales in the retailing industry comes from gifts because all, or almost all, people and
companies set aside some money each month for buying gifts. I mean people regularly buy

220



gifts for many occasions throughout the year, including holidays such as Christmas, New Year
or Saint Valentine’s Day, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, graduations and baby showers.
What’s more, many people allocate a GREAT proportion of their budget to gifts as they feel
pressured to spend more than they are comfortable with on gifts during the holidays ’cause
they think the more expensive the gift, the stronger a gift-recipient’s feelings of appreciation.
That people buy gifts so often also means that there are lots of people and companies involved
in producing, distributing, and selling the goods that usually serve as gifts. So, yes, I believe
that gift-giving does oil the wheels of economy by generating sales and creating jobs.

Question:

• Is the price of a gift important?

Answer:

• Is the price of a gift important?Well, I wouldn’t say it is. At least, it seems to me that most
people are not concerned with the monetary value of a gift. For the majority of people, the
gift is simply a thoughtful gesture, and it is inherent symbolism or emotional significance that
matters while whether the gift is cheap or expensive is often secondary. Though, I think
there are cases when the price of a gift is of the utmost importance. I mean holidays when
people exchange gifts with each other. On this occasion, there should be some kind of implicit
agreement for a budget according to which everyone should try to give a gift. To my mind, it
will prevent people from conflicts and negative emotions as everyone will know that they have
given gifts equal in value to the gifts received.

Question:

• Do you like giving gifts?

• Why do people give gifts?

Answer:

• Do you like giving gifts?Oh, yes, I really enjoy gift-giving because it is a perfect way to
strengthen bonds with others showing interest and appreciation, expressing gratitude or apol-
ogy and just letting other people know that I care. I like to bring joy and pleasure to people
raising a smile on their faces and fulfilling their small dreams. Even a little present can cheer
a person up because it is love and care that matter but not the present itself.

Question:

• What gifts would parents give to children?

Answer:

• What gifts would parents give to children?Well, I guess it, first of all, depends on the gender of
a child and their preferences and needs. As far as I know, boys adore gadgets like smartphones
and tablets, tech toys like different kinds of robots and, of course, radio controlled toys which
are a great deal of fun to play with. They also enjoy getting toy cars, building and construction
sets, different ride-ons and board games as presents. However, girls give more preference to
something more creative and intimate like arts and crafts kits, collectibles, dolls and plush
toys as well as something emphasising their femininity like clothes, accessories and beauty gift
sets. So, I guess parents would choose something from the list of gifts I mentioned.

Question:

• What factors do parents consider when choosing a gift for children?
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Answer:

• What factors do parents consider when choosing a gift for children?Well, to my mind, the first
factor parents take into account is the occasion. Keeping it in mind, they then set the budget
and get to the next important factor which is the needs of their child. Thinking about the
needs of the kid parents also think about their kids’ likes and dislikes, their interests at that
specific period of time, their habits and, of course, their dreams. Considering all of them,
parents make their final choice usually balancing between what a child really wants and needs.
I guess it happens this way, at least in the families with kids that I know.

Question:

• Why do companies give free gifts to people?

Answer:

• Why do companies give free gifts to customers?Well, I guess companies give things away for free
in order to have greater customer retention and obtain repeat business. Free gifts generate
buzz around the brand and make recipients feel good and satisfied, which causes them to
come back and buy from the company. What is more, freebies attract attention and find new
customers developing positive brand associations and encouraging impulse purchases. All in
all, companies give free gifts to shoppers in order to encourage feedback and make customers
loyal to them as this will garner traffic, boost sales and increase their profits, as a result.

Question:

• Have you ever received anything that was made by the giver?

• When receiving a gift, do you prefer something that was self-made or something bought in
stores?

Answer:

• Have you ever received anything that was made by the giver?Well, yes, I have. Plenty of
times, actually. I received such things as homemade candles, soap and body scrub from one of
my good friends, different New Year crafts and paintings from my little sister and homemade
cakes, marmalade and ginger breads from my neighbour. I really appreciated all those gifts as
all of them had a personalized touch, showed more love and created a lasting impression.

• When receiving a gift, do you prefer something that was self-made or something bought in
stores?Well, it depends on the giver and their skills. Not everyone has the skills to make
homemade gifts well so not every self-made present will be really appreciated by me. If the
giver can make some gift of a really good quality, I’ll definitely opt for it as self-made gifts
are always one of a kind, which gives them special meaning. What is more, they send me
the message that I was worth the time that was spent on creating them, which also adds to
the fact why I consider them extremely valuable. But if the giver is not a good craftsman,
I’ll definitely choose a store-bought gift as quality of the product is what I value more than
customizability and personalization.

Goals

Question:

• Why do people set goals?

• Why is it important for teenagers to set goals?
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Answer:

• Well, they say ’If a person doesn’t know to which port they are sailing, no wind is favourable’.
This means people must have an idea of where they wish to go. Without it, they are just
adrift. What’s more, setting goals motivates people and drives them forward, giving them
clarity on what they ultimately want, thereby helping them channel their efforts properly. So,
the reason why people set goals is that they want to achieve their highest potential and ensure
they get the best out of life.

Question:

• What would you feel if you couldn’t achieve your goals?

Answer:

• I think failure to achieve my goals would make me really upset and frustrated and would
definitely shake my confidence. But whether I like it or not, it is a necessary stepping stone
on the way to success, so I am sure I would relax and calm down and try to find blessing in it.
I also hope that instead of feeling sorry for myself I would feel more motivated to find other
ways and do my best to achieve my goals this time.

Question:

• What kinds of goals are not realistic?

Answer:

• I guess unrealistic goals are the ones which in the first instance are not in alignment with
a person’s own greatest gifts and talents. Let’s say a person sets a goal to become a singer
but doesn’t have a good voice or ear for music. No effort of their will result in achieving
this goal. One more kind of unrealistic goals is those goals which require more time, energy
and skills than a person has available, the goals people think they can achieve but which are
overwhelming for them right there and then.

Question:

• What will encourage children to learn more?

Answer:

• What will encourage children to learn more?Oh, to my mind, the main thing kids need to strive
for learning more is an open atmosphere where they can feel comfortable expressing their likes,
dislikes or concerns. . . and where they have direct input in their learning choices. In other
words, to be motivated to study harder, children need to feel reassured that they can be open
about their educational experience without being judged, put down, discouraged or ignored.
I also think that it’s important to inculcate love and enthusiasm for learning in kids as this
will help them explore not only the topics and subjects that fascinate them but also the ones
they are not interested in yet. Well, and one more thing I consider very important in what
concerns children’s motivation to learn more is focusing on their strengths and recognizing
their achievements, no matter how small they may be.

Question:

• Do parents and teachers punish children physically nowadays?
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Answer:

• Do parents and teachers punish children physically nowadays?Well, I hope they don’t... except
perhaps the cases when hitting is the only way to prevent dangerous behaviour of the child...
though, I don’t think it’s widely spread, anyway. Put that aside, adults have already realized
that hitting is damaging for kids as it makes them feel humiliated and angry. This does nothing
but instill a sense of fear and resentment into them. What is more, it prevents children from
learning how to resolve conflicts in an effective and humane way. So, I’d say that physical
punishment has, fortunately, become a thing of the past. . . . at least, for the majority of
people.

Question:

• Who has the greater influence on goal-setting of children, parents or teachers?

Answer:

• Who has the greater influence on goal-setting of children, parents or teachers?Well, to my
mind, parents and teachers have interrelated roles in influencing kids’ goal-setting, and both
play an important role in it. Somebody more, somebody less as it depends on the quality of
interactions that children have with the former and the latter because I’m more than sure that
it is the general emotional climate and the nature of the relationships parents and teachers
establish with kids that affect children’s goal-setting most of all. Nothing else.

Question:

• Should parents set goals for children?

Answer:

• Definitely yes. Parents are everything for kids: they are their inspiration, driving force and
leadership. At the same time parents are people who know their kids best so they are in the
best position to help them establish goals and focus on achieving them. Goals which parents set
for kids communicate messages about what’s important and establish a standard children can
strive toward. It helps kids lead the way and develop commitment, positive attitude, discipline,
patience and persistence. What is more, taking efforts to achieve goals and achieving them
teach kids that motivation and determination work, thereby giving confidence that achieving
goals on a large scale is also possible.

Question:

• When do young children start setting goals for themselves?

Answer:

• I think it happens when kids start realizing what they need and are ready to work hard to
achieve it. To set goals kids need to be able to keep the process and the result in memory
in order to keep hold of the goal they set and pursue it. They also need to have interest to
certain things and aspiration to get or achieve something as well as a skill to keep focused in
order not to give up in the mid-course.

Jobs and robots

Question:

• Which is more important for young people, an interesting or well-paid job? (added on 29
January 2020)
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Answer:

• Which is more important for young people, an interesting or well-paid job?I’m more than sure
that today’s young people expect to have a varied and interesting career. It seems to me that
they aren’t ready to do something boring eight hours a day, five days a week that will make
them count the minutes, waiting for the working day to end. Today’s young people value their
life time so much that won’t hesitate to change a job if they feel bored. What’s more, many
young adults live with their parents. So they don’t have to pay for accommodation and food.
And, unlike their parents, they don’t want to buy an apartment or car. They prefer mobility.
Also, they don’t have families and children until the age of 30, so having a stable job that pays
well is no longer a priority. All these facts make me think they aren’t as motivated by high
salaries as young people several decades ago. But it’s very important for them to feel happy
at work.

Question:

• What motivates people to work harder? (added on 29 January 2020)

Answer:

• What motivates people to work harder?Well, different people have different things that moti-
vate them ‘cause every person has a different idea of what is meaningful. But, according to a
recent survey conducted by some reputable organisation (unfortunately, I don’t remember its
name), the number one reason why people are motivated to work harder is feeling appreciated
for their work. So it appears that fear isn’t the most powerful motivator. However, there are,
of course, people who are driven by the fear of losing a job or being punished. The second most
powerful motivating force is money. Many people work much harder if they get remunerated
according to how well they perform. Also, some employees work harder when they want to
outperform their colleagues and therefore convince their boss that they deserve a promotion
or pay rise. . . or just improve their self-esteem by showing everyone what they are capable
of. As far as self-employed people are concerned, I guess they are motivated to work harder
because they want to achieve success in business. They set ambitious goals and are ready to
do whatever it takes to achieve them. It’s that internal drive that pushes them to try harder,
work more, and persevere no matter what.

Question:

• What jobs do young people prefer?

Answer:

• Well, I think that young people opt for jobs in management and investment banking as well
as IT and software. Professionals in these spheres are highly sought after by top companies
and offered really high salaries because their knowledge and skills have a huge impact on
business productivity and performance. The work they do and the decisions they make affect
the success of the company and that is the main reason why these jobs pay really well. They
are followed by jobs of chartered accountants, oil and natural gas sector professionals, medical
employees and aviation staff.

Question:

• How have robots and computers changed the way people work?

225



Answer:

• How have robots and computers changed the way people work?Well, to my mind, the main
changes that were brought by robotization are speed and safety. Unlike human staff, robots
don’t get distracted or need to take breaks. They also never feel stressed out, and can work
all the time, which speeds up production. As far as safety is concerned, robots are a great
solution for employers whose human workers have to work at hot temperature or with sharp
objects, as machines can easily do tasks of any risk and difficulty level. I’d also add to my
list such changes as consistency because robots never need to divide their attention between a
multitude of things and always do just what they are supposed to do, accuracy as robots are
programmed for precise, repetitive motion and they are less likely to make mistakes, which
means they will always perform tasks with more accuracy than humans.

Question:

• Do you think that nowadays all jobs could be done by robots?

Answer:

• Do you think that nowadays all jobs could be done by robots?Well, on the one hand, ‘yes’ as
over the last few years robots and computers have made tremendous leaps in the performance
and capabilities. But on the other hand, I think it concerns only repetitive or monotonous jobs
as well as mechanical jobs that involve mass production, as they are carried out in precisely
controlled conditions and are therefore amenable to the use of robots. Though I can’t imagine
robots instead of humans in the jobs that require creative thinking, problem-solving skills,
leadership, teamwork and initiative, and I believe that we, humans, will still thrive in the
workforce thanks to our social intelligence and empathy, as well as higher-order skills and
cognition. So, taking all the aforesaid into consideration, I think that all jobs could be done
by, or more accurately, in cooperation with robots, not replacing humans but changing the
way we labour.

Question:

• Why do many young adults keep changing their jobs?

Answer:

• I guess there is a variety of reasons for that. They can job hop because of boredom in their
current job, a low salary, unfriendly coworkers or boss, a lack of new challenges or vice versa
too many challenges. Frequent job changes can also happen when young people feel a lack of
information about business performance or not enough recognition for their contributions and,
of course, when the young want a career advancement and desire for progress.

Question:

• Which is more important for young people, an interesting or well-paid job? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Do you think people will work more or less in the future? (no answers yet)

• Do you agree that some people are naturally more hard-working? (no answers yet)

• Do you think that work has psychological importance for people ? (no answers yet)
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Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Do people nowadays like to leave their hometowns to work in other cities? (no answers yet)

• Which do you prefer, physical work or mental work? (no answers yet)

• Do you think that jobs in the past involved more physical work? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Happiness, happy events

Question:

• Is it important to have goals in life in order to feel happy?

Answer:

• Is it important to have goals in life in order to feel happy?Well, I’m in two minds about it. On
the one hand, goals give you a sense of mission and help you move closer to your ideal life and
therefore you’ve got the reason to wake up every morning. Also, whenever you set goals and
accomplish them, levels of dopamine, happiness hormone, tend to increase. So it’s true that
you do feel happier when you work on your goals. On the other hand, it’s probably much more
important to love and accept yourself, to be healthy, and have enough money to take care of
yourself and those you love. As far as money is concerned, you don’t have to be a billionaire
to be happy, but a certain amount of money does help you to have a more positive outlook on
life in general. When you have money, you don’t have to worry about not being able to meet
your mortgage payments or losing your home, not having money to repair your car and not
feeling desperate when a small financial crisis hits. One more thing that is really important
is to have healthy relationships in life whether it is with friends or in a romantic partnership.
It’s really important to have people in your life who care about you and who you care about,
people with whom you can laugh, cry, hug, touch, kiss, and spend quality time.

Question:

• Do you think failures help people feel happiness?

Answer:

• Do you think failures help people feel happy?Well, it all depends on how people approach
setbacks. In most cases, failure makes people feel depressed and frustrated. All they do is
beat themselves up, thinking about the things that went wrong, which, obviously, doesn’t
make them feel happy. Also, some people conclude that they aren’t good enough to achieve
something big in life and, as a result, they give up on a dream, stay inside their comfort zone
and therefore never achieve things that would make them genuinely happy. However, in some
cases, failure can lead to happiness. I mean those cases when people rise above obstacles
and continue pursuing their goals. Usually if people manage to overcome failure and achieve
success, they realise that they are tougher than they think and they can handle more than they
imagine. On very rare occasions, failure helps people understand that they should stop pushing
themselves to their limits and that should start enjoying what they have. They stop creating
unrealistic expectations for themselves, which makes them less stressed and more happy.
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Question:

• Why are some people more positive than others?

Answer:

• Why are some people more positive than others?Well, I’m sure that how we think about or
interpret what happens to us plays a big role in how we feel about the situation. Some people
see the world in a more positive way because they focus on good things that come to their
lives, however small they are. Such people feel grateful for whatever they have. For example,
they could be grateful for a delicious dinner they had, for having good friends, or for the
fact that the sun is shining and they can spend time outside. And even when they encounter
difficulties, they remain positive and don’t get upset ’cause they see challenges and problems
as opportunities to learn, improve and grow. Another possible reason why some people have
a positive mindset is that they surround themselves with positive people and get rid of toxic
friends and relationships. They just eliminate negativity in their lives before it consumes them.

Question:

• Do you think money can make people happy?

Answer:

• Do you think money can make people happy?Well, I wouldn’t say money can make people
happy, I would say it can dramatically increase the opportunities for people to be happy. For
example, money lets people stop worrying enough to enjoy life. I mean it lets people get more
life experiences such as learning to ride a horse or diving in some Mexican caves. It also lets
people take care of their health, for example,go to the gym or swimming-pool, have a massage
daily or get necessary treatment if needed. Money opens the world letting people travel to
different continents and gives people a chance to make beloved ones happier satisfying their
needs. By and large money can be spent on things that actually translate into happiness so
yes, it can make people happy, to my mind.

Question:

• Are people in your country happier now than they were 30 years ago?

Answer:

• Are people in your country happier now than they were 30 years ago?Well, I think it differs
among people living in my country. Some people are undoubtedly happier now than three
decades ago ’cause they have higher levels of well-being, more technologies aiding them and
more opportunities in all areas of life. They are offered a great variety of entertainment and
sport and can afford more than in the past. But there are also people who are less happy these
days, because they have longer working hours and less time for themselves. What is more,
social contacts have worsened. All these things make people more stressed and, as a result,
less happy.

Question:

• How would you define happiness?
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Answer:

• How would you define happiness?Well, the definition can be so different throughout different
stages of life. Sometimes it’s just appreciation of life, life satisfaction and moments of pleasure.
Sometimes it’s the joy I feel when I am striving after my potential. In many instances it’s
building connections that are meaningful to me and doing something I am passionate about.
To sum up, I can say that happiness is a state of well-being as well as pleasurable and satisfying
experience.

Question:

• What kinds of things make people in your country happy?

Answer:

• What kinds of things make people in your country happy?Oh, it depends on people, their needs
and wants, their perception of the world in general and happiness in particular. Some people
in my country feel happy hearing birds chirping early in the morning, taking care of pets or
spending time with family and friends. These people are thankful for small mercies and enjoy
every day of their lives. Others take pleasure in dancing, singing, getting new experiences,
travelling, doing things that they love to do and helping other people, especially the ones in
need. These people live an active life and can’t feel happy without moving. There are also
people who feel happy only after buying something they dream or dreamt about or just doing
window-shopping as well as those who take pleasure in pampering themselves and meditating.
So many men, so many minds.

Question:

• Why do some people say happiness never lasts long?

Answer:

• Why do some people say happiness never lasts long?Well, I guess some people say so because
happiness is based on conditions, I mean some external circumstances which often change.
Let’s say the weather is perfect and I feel happy, it changes for the worse and I am not that
happy anymore. Another reason why people think so is the fact that we get used to feeling
happy and don’t feel as excited as before because the thing or things which made us happy
become standard and don’t trigger positive emotions any longer, pushing us to strive for new
heights. In summary, happiness is connected with some transitory things or moments which
stop making us happy either when the moment has passed or when we got used to feeling
happy.

Question:

• What do you do when you feel unhappy?

Answer:

• What do you do when you feel unhappy?Oh, when I am unhappy I, first, cry a bit, feeling
sorry for myself, then take a bath to relax and sleep a lot. When I wake up, I start doing my
best to change the underlying negative emotions and move on. I either meet my friends and
have fun with them making a genuine effort to cultivate positive emotions and happiness or
spend time in the park or garden reading something funny just to relax and change the focus
of my attention. I also like doing shopping or watching a comedy to help unwind myself. I
also enjoy working out in the gym to shake off stress and negative emotions.
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Question:

• Do you agree that real happiness comes from making other people happy? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• How do people celebrate special occasions in your country?

Answer:

• How do people celebrate special occasions in your country?Well, people celebrate special occa-
sions by marking them with some kind of celebration. But the type of this celebration usually
depends on people’s preferences and budget. Some people host a party at home. It can be
either a garden barbecue party or just a dinner party with the closest people. Young people
may also throw a slumber party, which is becoming increasingly popular these days. I also
know people who may celebrate special occasions by filling their day with pleasant outings. I
mean such outings as having dinner at a restaurant or renting a yacht and going sailing with
sweets, fruit and champagne. All in all, on special occasions people in my country do their
best to fill the day with lovely and thoughtful surprises that will help them create pleasant
memories of a lifetime.

Question:

• Do you think that people spend way too much money on celebrating special occasions such as
weddings or birthdays?

Answer:

• Do you think that people spend way too much money on celebrating special occasions such as
weddings or birthdays?Well, I don’t actually think so because such celebrations as weddings
and birthdays create memories which make people’s lives meaningful. They enrich people’s
social lives and make them happy giving them a great chance to share their happiness with
their most beloved ones, which is worth spending a lot of money. Of course, I am talking about
those cases when people have big money and can afford to organize lavish celebrations. Yet, I
can’t understand people who take out bank loans for such celebrations and then grapple with
debt for a while, ignoring more important expenditure headings they have, which I consider
wrong. So, it depends.

Question:

• Are there any public events in your country that make people feel happy?

Answer:

• Are there any public events in your country that make people feel happy?Oh, I guess quite a
few, actually. But the most happiness-inducing event in my country, to my mind, is the festival
of street food which is usually held in June. It makes both locals and tourists feel happy as
there truly is something for everyone there, no matter what their favourite cuisine is or how
fussy eaters they are. One more reason why I guess this event makes people happy is because
it’s not only a perfect chance to enjoy tasty treats but also a great way for people to have a lot
of fun and get memories that can be taken back home and cherished till the next year. This
food fest creates a special atmosphere in the city for a few days as it starts on Friday and lasts
till Sunday. The whole city comes alive with music, different smells and decorations. This
atmosphere makes people approachable and friendly, and brings a lot of joy and excitement to
them.
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Health and keeping fit

Question:

• How can you tell whether a website is reliable or not?

Answer:

• How can you tell whether a website is reliable or not?Oh, I don’t know how other people
can tell it but I personally consider a website reliable if it has been around for a while and
has a proven track of reliability and integrity. . . oh, and also if it is associated with trusted
institutions. One more thing which makes me trust the site is its specialization in the kind
of information I’m seeking. I mean if I want to get some information concerning health, I’ll
look for it on some site which specializes in providing information on medicine and healthcare.
Well, these are the main things, to my mind. . . Oh, no, sorry. . . there are two more important
characteristics of a credible website for me. They are regular updates and reputable audience
(MDs, PhDs) who reference or share information from the site.

Question:

• Can people trust information online?

Answer:

• Do people trust information online?Well, I don’t think they generally do as, regrettably, there
is no quality assurance when it comes to information found on the Internet. Anyone can
post anything online and in most cases, this information isn’t checked for accuracy, which
discredits its reliability making people think that it is rather biased than impartial as well as
rather incorrect than correct. Though, I am more than sure that everyone has their own list
of websites they trust, otherwise, Internet wouldn’t be as popular and widely-used as it is.

Question:

• Do you think people are healthier now than in the past?

Answer:

• Do you think people are healthier now than in the past?Well, definitely ‘yes’ as average life
expectancy is higher now in comparison with the past. I think there are three main reasons
for that. The first reason is the fact that there is access to better health care and preventative
medicine these days as well as better access to healthy food. The second reason is the fact that
new therapies that prolong and improve the lives of people with different diseases have been
invented. And the third reason is that the majority of people exercise regularly nowadays,
which can’t help having a positive effect on health.

Question:

• What activities can schools organize for children to keep fit?

Answer:

• What activities can schools organize for children to keep fit?Well, first of all, they can organize
PE classes with moderate-to-vigorous-intensity activities every day. I mean all types of activi-
ties with components of strength development, flexibility and cardiovascular fitness, especially
basic dance steps, running, jumping, hopping and skipping. I also think schools should think
about at least two or three 20 - 30 minute recess periods a day during which kids will have
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access to school playgrounds and sport equipment in order to skip rope or play any type of ball
game be it badminton or football. One more good idea for schools to help kids keep fit is to
organize regular short classroom stretching breaks which will let schoolers stretch their muscles
and relax a bit. Well, and of course, create and implement school-based sport programs for
kids to join after classes. It would be more than enough, I guess, at least for a start.

Question:

• What can governments do to improve people’s health?

Answer:

• What can governments do to improve people’s health?Well, lots of things, I think. For example,
they can promote healthy communities and healthy behaviours by providing information and
education about healthy communities or population health status. One more thing they can
do is protect people against environmental health hazards. I mean address aspects of the
environment that pose risks to human health, for example, monitor air and water quality,
identify and mitigate environmental risks such as radiation, occupational health hazards and
public health nuisances. I also think governments can prepare for and respond to emergencies
engaging in activities that prepare public health departments to respond to events and incidents
and assisting communities in recovery. Well, and many many other things...

Question:

• What do old people in your country do to keep fit?

Answer:

• What do old people in your country do to keep fit?Oh, plenty of stuff, actually. They try to
stay active as long as possible. The elderly do morning exercises on a regular basis,choose the
stairs over the elevator, walk a lot, do garden work and play with their grandchildren. All these
actions make them move a lot and train their muscles in everyday routine. Some old people
think it’s not enough and add doing functional fitness exercises to improve different types of
movements necessary for daily life. They train bend-and-lift movements to be able to squat
down to lift a shopping bag of groceries from the floor, single-leg movements for climbing and
descending stairs, pushing movements for lifting the torso from a side-lying position, pulling
movements for being able to pull the car door shut and rotational movements to be able to
reach across the body. The most active old people jog, swim and cycle as well.

Question:

• What else can people do to keep fit apart from sports?

Answer:

• What else can people do to keep fit apart from sports?Well, they can be as active as possible
in their everyday life, first of all. They can work in the garden, play with kids, tidy the house.
They can also make renovation from time to time climbing up and down the step-ladder or
walk a dog if they have one or just dance whenever they hear music. What is more, it’s vital
for people to eat healthy food, drink plenty of water, get enough sleep and walk a lot because
these things influence our body and shape as well. I would also advise not to eat late in the
evening and not to drink too much alcohol ‘cause this is what will harm people’s health and
prevent progress.

Question:

• How can media improve or influence people’s knowledge about health?
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Answer:

• How can media improve or influence people’s knowledge about health?Well, as far as I can
judge, they can do it by informing and instructing people about health and hygiene as well as
other health-related issues, kind of disseminating health information and bringing behavioural
changes in knowledge, beliefs and attitudes to health. Oh, and by incorporating health mes-
sages into television entertainment portraying medicine accurately and in a way that allows
people to gain knowledge but at the same time not putting too much pressure on people who
don’t want to be bombarded with such information.

Question:

• Why is that many people today don’t do enough healthy activities?

Answer:

• Why is that many people today do not do enough healthy activities?Well, I guess it happens
for a number of reasons, the most common of which are the fact that nowadays many people
have a busy schedule and just can’t fit healthy activities in it or the fact that they have no
energy after a full day of work, school, errands and child care. I’ve also heard many other
excuses. For example, some people complained that they don’t have a healthy lifestyle just
because they can’t afford a gym membership, a healthy diet or a massage, don’t know how to
start or haven’t developed the habit to do healthy activities while others fairly admitted that
they have no motivation to do exercises or are too lazy to change their routine even when it
concerns their health.

Question:

• Should employers be responsible for improving health of their employees?

Answer:

• Should employers be responsible for improving health of their employees?Well, I guess ‘yes’. If
a company can afford it, staff health should definitely fall under the scope of employers’ respon-
sibilities because it makes good business sense to keep the workforce healthy and productive
as healthy employees are more engaged, more efficient, happier and more loyal where they see
the link between what their employer provides for them and improvements in their personal
health. People spend the majority of their time in the workplace, so it’s natural that positive
changes in the workplace can have the most impact in helping them to live more healthy lives.
What is more, changes and improvements at work can minimize lost productivity and ensure
good morale and overall being as well as attract like-minded people to the business and create
a strong, committed culture. So, my answer is a firm yes, no doubt.

Helping others, advice

Question:

• Do you like helping others?

Answer:

• Oh, yes! I really enjoy bearing my hand to others. I can even say it has become my second
nature. Helping people and animals gives me a lot of joy and a warm feeling that something I
did benefited others and made the world a better place. When I lend my hand to someone in
need, I feel like I have a purpose, like I live my life for a reason and it makes me really happy.
What I don’t like about favouring other people is the fact that they are often not ready to
accept help or advice and, in the end, turn into enemies. Of course, it makes me upset but,
thankfully, doesn’t stop me from doing good.
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Question:

• In your view, should children be taught to help others?

Answer:

• Definitely, they should. Lending others a helping hand is really important for increasing
children’s self-confidence, self-esteem and life satisfaction because it improves mood, reduces
stress and anxiety, brings fun and fulfillment to kids’ lives. Moreover, it helps kids operate
successfully in society, I mean, make new friends, strengthen existing relationships and boost
social skills in general.

Question:

• How can we encourage children to help others?

Answer:

• To my mind, there are a lot of things parents can do to teach and motivate their kids to bear
a hand to others. First of all, they should set their own example by helping a neighbour or
a relative and letting a child see this action of helping or even engaging a child in this act of
kindness. It’s vital to teach children to give, and parents can do it by asking them to share an
apple or a toy with them or somebody else. They can also make helping a family affair and
perform some small acts of kindness together with kids, teaching them to see the abundance
around and think of people they can share it with.

Question:

• What advice should parents give to children?

Answer:

• What advice do parents usually give to children?Oh, lots of advice as I know. For example,
parents often tell their kids to never stop reading and learning because the more they read and
learn, the more they’ll open their mind to a wide range of possibilities. They also advise them
to be open-minded and receptive to learning from life situations both positive and negative as
there is no better teacher in life than personal experience. A lot of parents teach their kids to
cultivate and nurture friendships, resolve disagreements amicably and show kindness as well
as lend a helping hand whenever they can. And, of course, parents usually teach their kids
not to give up and not to be quick to judge people. Oh... and not to stress too much over
decisions as they needn’t be forever. Well... and, of course, lots of other advice which can help
children live a happy life.

Question:

• Should parents give advice to help you decide what friends you make?

Answer:

• Should parents give advice to help their kids decide what friends they make?Oh, it cuts both
ways, to my mind. On the one hand, parents should advise their kids on friendships they make
as it’s natural for parents to do their best to protect kids from bad influence as well as from
unhealthy and possibly toxic relationships. But, on the other hand, such advice can often do
more harm than good, creating anxiety or resentment and, as a result, breaking good parent-
child relationship. What is more, it can prevent children from learning to nurture positive
relationships in the future, which is also a downside. So, I’d say that everything depends on
the child and the situation they are in as, regrettably, there is no universal answer to this
question.
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Question:

• Do you think people are less willing to help others these days compared to the past?

Answer:

• Well, I want to believe that more, despite the fact that people are too busy these days to think
about others. Technological progress has let people see the inequity of the world and those
people they can lend a helping hand to. As a result, people have become more sensitive to
needs and troubles of others and more willing to help them cope with difficulties changing the
situation for the better. I think the fact that a lot of people are engaged in charitable work
and volunteering these days proves this hypothesis.

Question:

• Should parents help their kids do homework? (no answers yet)

• Should children help their parents? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Leisure, live performances, entertainment

Question:

• What leisure activities do old and young people prefer?

Answer:

• What leisure activities do old and young people prefer?Well, young people usually like spending
time out either attending different events or just having fun with friends anywhere, be it a cafe
or a sports club. They also like spending time around people, building a strong network of
contacts and opening a whole world of opportunities. While old people prefer to entertain at
home receiving guests, watching TV, doing something with their hands and just taking care
of their beloved ones. Oh. . . and some old people also like gardening and walking as far as I
know.

Question:

• Do you think that leisure activities should not only entertain people, but educate as well?

Answer:

• Do you think that leisure activities should not only entertain people, but educate as well?I
guess ’yes’ as when people, I mean both children and adults, engage in educative activities,
whether indoor or outdoor, they learn important life lessons as well as hone different social
skills such as responsibility, friendship, self-control, time management and creativity. What is
more, they learn to be more passionate, motivated and focused in their daily activities. Also,
they can develop a strong problem-solving mindset. If leisure activities educate people, people
don’t waste any minute of their time, which makes their lives more interesting and meaningful.
So, definitely ’yes’.

Question:

• Why do people like live performances (concerts or theatre)?
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Answer:

• Why do people like live performances (concerts or theatre)?Well, I guess the first reason is
live performances bring a bit of joy into their everyday lives and let them feel free, swaying to
the beat and spending several hours jumping around. What is more, live concerts help people
find the inspiration they need, boost their happiness and put a smile on their faces. Taken
all together, watching live performances reduces stress and improves people’s general sense of
well-being. Oh, and one more reason I can think of is that live shows give people a chance
to meet and greet their idols, which provides them with a truly once-in-a-lifetime experience,
which each of us values.

Question:

• How do performers benefit from giving live performances?

Answer:

• How do performers benefit from giving live performances?Well, first of all, performers generate
their revenues. Also, they get a chance to establish themselves among their current and
potential fans and an opportunity to try out new material and gauge the reaction of the
audience to it. And, of course, live concerts help artists get a lot of energy and inspiration for
new songs and music.

Question:

• What is the difference between watching live performances indoors and outdoors?

Answer:

• What is the difference between watching live performances indoors and outdoors?Well, to
my mind, live performances indoors usually appeal to people with their intimacy and cozy
atmosphere ...oh, and with better acoustics. What is more, people can attend such concerts
in all-weather conditions as there is no chance for them to get wet in the rain or get frozen
in a snowstorm if the concert is inside. As far as outdoor life performances are concerned,
they usually attract people with their scope and a chance to enjoy good weather if it’s really
good on the day of the concert or show ...and also with cheaper tickets. These are the main
differences, I guess.

Question:

• What makes it difficult for people from the entertainment industry to make a living?

Answer:

• What makes it difficult for people from the entertainment industry to make a living?Well,
to my mind, a high level of competition, first of all. There are lots of entertainers in the
fields of theatre, film, music and television, and the entertainers who want to get a financially
rewarding job offer need to stand out from the crowd somehow either by offering on-demand
content or by having a high-end customer base. They also need to be familiar to potential
clients, and have lots of positive reviews from people they worked with before. So, in my
opinion, the greatest obstacles in the entertainment industry are a high level of competition,
lack of on-demand content, poor customer network. . . oh, and also lack of buzz around. At
least, I see it this way.
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Question:

• Does a countries entertainment industry have any impact on a country’s international reputa-
tion?

Answer:

• Does a country’s entertainment industry have any impact on a country’s international repu-
tation?Definitely. Our world is constantly being shaped by cultural waves spreading swiftly
and steadily across the planet so there’s no doubt that the level of development of a country’s
entertainment industry can influence the country’s reputation on the international stage. From
this perspective, a well-developed entertainment industry can help a country create a positive
image and, as a result, become more globally significant. It can also make a country influential
when it comes to entertainment. That is how it strikes me.

Question:

• Do you think the entertainment industry is important for a country’s economy?

Answer:

• Do you think the entertainment industry is important for a country’s economy?Oh, yeah,
undoubtedly it is. The growth of the entertainment industry is directly related to the de-
velopment of a modern economy and rising economic productivity. Motion pictures, home
video and television programming, music and sound recordings, books, video games and soft-
ware are collectively one of the largest and fastest growing economic sectors. As far as the
proof of the importance of a well-developed entertainment industry concerns, I’d name such
things as creating jobs, promoting film-induced tourism, driving long-term investment and, of
course, contributing millions to the state’s economy. So, to my mind, there’s no doubt that
it’s important.

Performances and dancing

Question:

• What’s the difference between watching a performance live and watching it on TV?

Answer:

• What’s the difference between watching performance live and watching it on TV?Oh, I guess
that the main difference between live performances and television broadcast is the fact that live
performances provide people with a truly once-in-a-lifetime experience boosting their happiness
and improving their general sense of well-being. They also give people a chance to meet and
greet their idols and let them feel free, swaying to the beat and finding the inspiration they
need. As far as television broadcast is concerned, it brings the same amount of joy into people’s
everyday lives as live shows do but lets them enjoy the performance together with home comfort
watching it at the most suitable time and giving a chance to stop watching it any moment if
they are not satisfied with it. What is more, it lets people save time and money as watching
a show on TV they don’t need to waste their time on getting to some theatre or concert hall
as well as don’t need to buy tickets or pay for fuel.

Question:

• Which do you prefer, a traditional performance or concert?
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Answer:

• Which do you prefer, a traditional performance or concert?Oh, it depends on my mood as both
traditional performances and concerts have value for me. I like the former when I visit some
new country as traditional shows are a good way to learn about history as well as traditional
practices and morality of the whole nation and its people. But I always opt for the latter when
I just want to raise my spirits, discover new music, meet my favourites or just dance and sing
my favourite songs. So, it depends.

Question:

• Should governments provide financial support to promote traditional performances?

Answer:

• Should governments provide financial support to promote traditional performances?Definitely
they should. Traditional performances are really important as they are a great anchor for
attracting tourists to the country. Lots of people want to come to the country exactly during
traditional festivals in order to take full advantage of their visit. What is more, such perfor-
mances are a prime opportunity for travellers to get to know local culture and experience the
essence of the place. So, they are, undoubtedly, worth government investment.

Question:

• Is learning drama or dancing helpful for children?

Answer:

• Is learning drama or dancing helpful for children?Of course, it is. Performing arts are very
helpful for children as they improve their communication and social skills by making them
work as part of a team, listen to others and express themselves, share and make new friends.
They also help kids build confidence and self-assurance teaching them to explore outside of
their comfort zone, think outside the box and cope with their performance and presentation
fears. So yeah, learning drama or dancing is really helpful for kids, to my mind.

Lying, truth

Question:

• Are there any situations when it isn’t polite to tell the truth?

Answer:

• Are there any situations when it isn’t polite to tell the truth?Sure. There are some occasions
when it is unnecessary to be truthful as it is rude and may hurt someone’s feelings, make
someone upset or even insulted. Sometimes it’s much better to keep your opinions to yourself.
For example, your friend has just had a new haircut and asks you how you like it. The truth
might be that you think they look like a lawn mower ran over their head, but it is unnecessary
to be so truthful ’cause your friends is just looking for a compliment and doesn’t want to hear
brutal truth. Let’s take another example. Your wife has served dinner and asks you how you
like it. The truth might be that it tastes like sawdust, but saying that to your wife it is rude,
hurtful and unnecessary. In this case, being brutally honest can cost you your relationship.
That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t be honest with your friends and relatives, but I think you
should be honest at the right time and in the right way.
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Question:

• Why is it sometimes easier to be honest to strangers than to close friends?

Answer:

• Why is it sometimes easier to be honest to strangers than to close friends?Oh, I guess the
reason is obvious. Sometimes you are dying to get something off your chest, but you can’t
open up to your friends as you are afraid they will become disappointed in you or change their
attitude towards you. It’s really scary. When you open up to a stranger, you get it off your
chest, and there is very little chance that you will see this person again. Even if you scare
them off, so what. But you’ll feel relieved. And you can be sure that they won’t talk about
you and your secrets behind your back just because you don’t know each other and don’t have
mutual friends.

Question:

• Can we trust news on the Internet?

Answer:

• Can we trust news on the Internet?Well, it’s a very controversial issue. On the one hand,
there are some websites such as BBC, Reuters or economist.com that have developed a solid
reputation for unbiased news. They pull together lots of data to support their claims, and they
are known for rejecting sensationalism and issuing corrections when necessary. But sometimes
you can’t trust even a reputable news portal as you never know whom this website belongs to
and whether it is beholden to corporate interests or not.

Question:

• Is it necessary to always tell the truth to achieve success in life? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Question:

• Do you think people don’t care about truth if they are entertained? (no answers yet)

• Do you agree that many people exaggerate how good their lives are because of social media?
(no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Question:

• Can you suggest why people tell lies (children and adults)?

Answer:

• Can you suggest why people tell lies?Well, I guess people lie to others for a variety of reasons.
For example, to create a favourable image of themselves or avoid embarrassment when they
are afraid of what others will think or of what will be found out about them. They can also
tell lies because they just want to cover up what they did in order to avoid punishment or
disappointing others. I also think that people sometimes lie because telling the truth feels like
giving up control or losing privacy for them. Oh, and, of course, because this way they try to
get something they desire such as money, status or power.
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Question:

• Should friends be honest with each other all the time?

Answer:

• Should friends be honest with each other all the time?Definitely, yes, to my mind, as healthy
and mature friendship is based on honesty. As my experience shows, secrets and lies usually
turn out worse in the end as they hurt people and end friendships with the ones that are there
for you when you need it most. Alternatively, honesty promotes openness and trust, which
helps friendship become stronger. So, I am for honest relations between friends all the time.

Question:

• Do you think there are times when it is suitable to tell a small lie, a lie with good intentions
(a white lie)?

Answer:

• Do you think there are times when it is suitable to tell a small lie, a lie with good intentions
(a white lie)?I guess ‘yes’, for example, when this lie can save a person a job or smooth an
awkward social situation. I also think it’s suitable to tell a white lie when a person doesn’t
want to disappoint someone, for instance, in such cases when they want to cancel plans, say
something about a friend’s appearance or react somehow to an odd gift. One more situation
in which a lie can be suitable, to my mind, is when it helps people prevent an argument or
end an ongoing fight.

Question:

• What can parents do if children tell lies? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Making friends, colleagues, hospitality

Question:

• Do you think people are hospitable because of their personal qualities or cultural norms?
(difficult question)

Answer:

• Do you think people are hospitable because of their personal qualities or cultural norms?I’m
sure it varies from culture to culture. What I want to say is that hospitality can be a cultural
norm if it is regarded as one of the core values within the community. As a result, children are
taught to be hospitable to others from an early age. I mean kids absorb it in their mother’s
milk. This is why some nations are considered more welcoming than others. However, as
I’ve said before everything depends on what culture a person belongs to. In my culture, for
example, hospitality is inexorably linked to personal qualities of an individual. The more kind,
generous and helpful a person is, the more they enjoy receiving guests, be these guests their
close friends or complete strangers. By contrast, selfish people are unlikely to welcome and
entertain guests and visitors unless they see a clear benefit to themselves.
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Question:

• What are the ways to show hospitality to other people?

Answer:

• What are the ways to show hospitality to other people?Well, to my mind, to be hospitable
means to be friendly, polite, generous and compassionate, and to show hospitality is to treat
people with respect, smile and be welcoming to them regardless of whether you know them or
not. It’s also about being a good host or hostess able to treat people with something tasty and
surround them with care and attention. And, of course, it’s about offering people any kind of
help, from just lending an ear or giving a lift somewhere to giving a word of advice or assisting
them with something more important.

Question:

• As travelling all over the world becomes more popular, is being tolerant to other traditions
and customs more important now than in the past?

Answer:

• As travelling all over the world becomes more popular, is being tolerant to other traditions and
customs more important now than in the past?Of course, it is. The main reason is that being
tolerant to other cultures will make travelling more pleasant and enjoyable as it will definitely
help people make friends all over the world, which, in its turn, will greatly enrich people’s lives.
What is more, tolerance to other traditions and customs may reduce the number of conflicts
between tourists and locals as if we respect values and beliefs of people from other countries,
they will do the same towards our values and beliefs, which will make more countries open
borders to a bigger number of tourists. So, as far as I can see it, nowadays tolerance may
result only in a win-win for everybody, which makes it as important as never.

Question:

• What difficulties can people face if they decide to do business with people from other cultures?

Answer:

• What difficulties can people face if they decide to do business with people from other cul-
tures?Well, even in today’s global world, there are big cultural differences and these differences
influence how people do business. So, I guess, at first, it may be really difficult to avoid cul-
tural missteps as it will definitely take some time to identify and adapt to all the differences
between their culture and that of their business partners or customers. And it’s not an easy
task as there are lots of them. First of all, people from different cultures deal with time and
scheduled events in dramatically different ways. They see deadlines differently. And they have
different interpretations of being ’on time’. Also, cultural differences concern communication
and relationships. For example, the Swiss tend to get right down to business after a few min-
utes of general discussion. So do most Americans and north Europeans. But this is a stark
contrast to the way people do business in Latin America and the Middle East, for example,
because in these cultures developing strong relationships between people over time is consid-
ered more important than reaching a business decision quickly. One more thing that people
may find difficult is understanding their business partners’ customs, body language, actions,
expectations about personal space and physical contact, to name but a few.

Question:

• What can a company do to welcome new workers?
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Answer:

• What can a company do to welcome new workers?I guess a company can do lots of different
things to ensure a new employee feels comfortable coming into a new work environment. First
of all, a company can send a welcome email to let a new employee know that everyone’s happy
they’ve joined the team. This will help a new hire to feel included even before they started
working. On the first working day, a manager can introduce a new team member to the other
employees. For this, a company can schedule an outing for the whole team to grab lunch,
coffee, or drinks together. This will help a new hire get to know others within the company.
Also, a company can provide a new employee with a document that will contain an outline of
the tasks they are expected to take over, any relevant documents, links, calendars, or logins
they’ll need, any meetings they’re expected to attend in their first few weeks or regularly, and,
of course, names, contact information, and background of team members and colleagues they’ll
be working with. I’m sure that this will help a new employee feel appreciated and included,
which is really important.

Question:

• Is it possible for a boss or manager to be friends with their workers?

Answer:

• Is it possible for a boss to be friends with their workers?Well, I guess ‘yes’ but only if both
parties are emotionally mature, transparent and honest, and are not willing to use or ma-
nipulate other people as pawns for their own benefit. I think such friendship can even be
really beneficial for both a boss and an employee if they make some ground rules about their
relationship, including the understanding that the boss needs to remain fair and just in their
leadership and management, and can’t show preferential treatment to this employee.

Question:

• What do you think makes someone a good colleague?

Answer:

• What do you think makes someone a good colleague?Well, a number of factors and charac-
teristics, to my mind. A good colleague is someone who knows what to say and do to make
others feel peaceful rather than more stressed, who doesn’t gossip or run people down and
treats everyone with the same amount of respect. It’s also someone who reaches out and offers
practical help when they see that their colleagues are exhausted, overwhelmed or just stuck.
They are intuitive and thoughtful, reliable and punctual and socially sensitive. Oh, and they
are willing to contribute however they can in going the extra mile in solving problems.

Question:

• Do you think that having good colleagues is the most important thing at work?

Answer:

• Do you think that having good colleagues is the most important thing at work?Well, I am not
sure if I can say that it’s the most important thing at work but I am more than sure that
it’s very important for the majority of people as it’s the real secret to staying happy at work.
It’s something that saves people from anxiety, depression and other stress-related ailments.
Having good colleagues has a dramatic positive effect on people’s moods and helps them feel
more connected to their place of employment. It’s a kind of a little delight amid the tedium,
which is important for employees to thrive. So yeah, friendly relations with colleagues are very
important for job satisfaction.
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Question:

• How and where do people in your country make friends these days?

Answer:

• Well, there are lots of opportunities to strike up a friendship with somebody who will walk
through life together with you, sharing all your ups and downs, joys and pains. But, of
course, it will take some doing to succeed. First of all, you need to spend more time around
people. There is a huge number of different clubs and online communities with people who
have common interests, so you can join those of them that appeal to you and find some mates
there. Secondly, when you visit some social, cultural or professional events, always remember
about making eye-contact and smiling at people, making small talk with them and maybe even
asking those whom you like out for lunch or coffee. You should also get to know your friends’
friends and, sure thing, accept invitations to go out whenever you get them.

• I guess these days my compatriots make friends in two ways either rubbing shoulders with
different people at various events, be it parties, concerts, self-improvement clubs or something
else, or joining general interest groups on the Internet and buddying up with others by making
comments in forums or under posts in social networks, sharing good content with other mem-
bers of these groups and later on initiating some get-together to get a chance to communicate
face-to-face.

Question:

• Do you trust friends that you meet on the Internet?

• Does the internet help build relationships?

Answer:

• Well, at the outset of my online communication with somebody I try to view them with
suspicion because it’s notorious that the Internet is rife with dishonesty and there are a lot of
false identities on different forums and social networks. But after mingling with a person for a
while I usually throw caution to the winds and continue our intercourse without distrust but
still trying not to divulge important information that can be turned against me making me
vulnerable. However, the moment I start considering a person to be my friend I start trusting
them all in all, no matter they are online or offline.

• Well, when I only meet people on the Internet, I try to take basic safety precautions and
discuss only general topics without sharing my secrets or putting my heart and soul into
communication. But while mixing with a person, I do my best to go with my gut feeling
and if I feel trust, I open up more and more, but if I don’t, I stop communicating with this
pal. I never obscure the truth and get really upset when I find out that somebody greatly
misrepresented themselves ’cause I think that if a person lied to me once nothing will stop
them from doing it again. So I trust only those online friends who are sincere with me and
only up to the moment I feel something is wrong.

Question:

• Why is it hard to maintain friendships for some people?
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Answer:

• I guess there are lots of reasons for having difficulties in maintaining friendship. When people
grow up, they face a lot of changes such as a change in personality or lifestyle, moving from
single to coupled life or moving to another city or country. As a result, they can have a
lack of common interests or differences in values and opinions and this is the high road to
ending the relationship. Moreover, it’s hard to keep friends when you notice that a friend only
contacts you when they need something or discusses things you shared with them without your
permission. It’s also difficult to stay friends if a person betrays your trust or shows jealousy
of your success.

Question:

• Would you only make friends with people who are similar to you?

Answer:

• Well, of course, I wouldn’t. What I think should be similar is values, all the rest can or
even must be different. No two men are alike and it makes life really interesting. Maybe I
can feel really comfortable with friends like me because we can do activities that all of us
are interested in and they are more likely to understand my reactions and behaviour in some
situations ’cause they would have it the same way, but what makes me really learn and grow
is differences. Friends with a different background can give me a lot, for instance, knowledge
and information about new things I am weak at, a different perspective of the world and even
a chance to enjoy different lifestyles. By exchanging our ideas and experience, we can enrich
each other and that’s the main thing in friendship.

Question:

• Do you like to have many friends?

Answer:

• I really do. They say a friend in court is better than a penny in purse. And I fully agree
with it. The more friends we have, the happier we are, because friends enrich our life giving
good advice, help, new insights, involving us in different activities, encouraging us to take up
new hobbies. Every friend is a huge world and the more friends we make, the more worlds we
experience. If we have many friends, we can always find someone to hang around with, someone
to join a fitness club with and even someone to discover other countries with. Moreover, when
times are hard we will never be alone and always get necessary care and support.

Question:

• Is it necessary for kids to have some close friends?

Answer:

• Is it necessary for kids to have some close friends?Well, I guess ‘yes’ as close friends make the
world go round for many kids. They give them unconditional support and make them feel
more secure. What is more, it is easier for kids to face the world when there are two or more
of them. Close friendship gives kids a sense of being connected, validates their behaviour and
who they are, and makes life easier and more fun. So, to my mind, it’s definitely worth having
close friends.

Question:

• Does making friends have educational value?
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Answer:

• Does making friends have educational value?Oh, definitely it does. Making friends is an
essential part of kids’ social and emotional development which helps them define both self
and self-worth, develops an awareness of other people’s feelings and contributes significantly
to the development of social skills such as being sensitive to other people’s point of view,
learning the rules of conversation and many others. It also teaches kids to manage conflicts
and disagreements within friendships helping them develop such important skills as self-control,
consideration, empathy and flexibility. So yeah, it, no doubt, has educational value.

Question:

• How do you get along with people you don’t like?

Answer:

• Well, first of all, I try to avoid communication and stay away from someone I don’t like. But
if I am forced to deal with them, I go above and beyond to stay calm and focus on thinking
positively. What helps me most of all to hold my nerve is drawing mental boundaries and
keeping my distance. Sometimes I also take pains to pretend that everything is ok and even
be nice and friendly but it’s only if my disaffection has no substance behind and is based only
on my gut instincts.

• I always strive to be in tune with other people and I can hardly find somebody I dislike a
lot or have strong conflicts with, but even if I do, I recognise that these disagreements are a
result of differences in values so I acknowledge the reality of others and try to look only for
the positives in our communication. I also never take things personally and, as a result, have
fewer pegs to hang a grievance on. I am convinced that people whom we dislike or have a
grudge against are sent to our lives to teach us something, sometimes humility, sometimes just
love, this is why I am always on friendly terms with everyone.

Question:

• Which is more important, to maintain old friendships or make new friends? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Managers, changes, jobs

Question:

• Do you think employees must want to constantly learn new things?

Answer:

• Do you think employees must want to constantly learn new things?Definitely ’yes’ as lifelong
learning is an indispensable tool for every career and organization. It forms part of people’s
personal and professional development in an effort to avoid stagnation and reach their full
potential. It also helps people expand their skill set and develop future opportunities. The
more people learn, the better they’ll get at seeing more sides of the same situation. One more
advantage of continuous learning new things, to my mind, is a feeling of accomplishment, which
boosts people’s confidence in their own capabilities and makes it easier for them to step out
of their comfort zone and move up the career ladder. . . . or adapt to unexpected changes such
as losing their job or having to depend on new skills to find a new job. So yeah, employees
must want to constantly learn new things, especially if they want to remain relevant to their
industry.
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Question:

• Are there any dangers to a country’s economy if it relies on just a few industries?

Answer:

• Are there any dangers to a country’s economy if it relies on just a few industries?Well, I guess
’yes’. The first danger I can see is the fact that it makes economy of the country vulnerable
and unbalanced, especially if there is the slowdown in these areas. What is more, it creates
unemployment in all other areas and industries, which imposes significant costs on the country’s
economy such as higher payments for unemployment benefits, food assistance and medicaid.
So, to my mind, the more industries a country can rely on, the better it is for its economy
and, as a result, for its prosperity.

Question:

• Do you think change is good?

Answer:

• Do you think change is good?No doubt it is. It is a major driver of growth and development
as it forces people outside their comfort zone, gets them out of their rut and teaches them
to be flexible. Change always brings adventure into life, always challenges people and, as a
result, makes them stronger. It also presents new opportunities and brings excitement to life.
It breaks up routine and forces people to move. What is more, it keeps the mind active and
this way triggers progress. Unfortunately, in many situations change puts a strain on people
and makes them feel insecure or helpless, but still, in the long run, it brings better results. So
I am sure people should embrace changes with open arms if they want to improve their lives.

Question:

• Why do companies nowadays need to be good at adapting to changes?

Answer:

• Why do companies nowadays need to be good at adapting to changes?Well, I guess, first of all,
because changes are inevitable in the business environment. Nothing is eternal, unfortunately.
I mean, economic conditions change, new competitors enter the market, and there are always
new laws and regulations to comply with. If companies do not adapt to a new environment,
the competitive edge they offer to their customers might be gone. Only good adaptability to
changes might keep companies relevant and valuable as well as help them remain positive in
the face of adversity, keeping their teams and employees focused and motivated through tough
and lacklustre periods. These are the main reasons, to my mind.

Question:

• Is it possible for managers to be friends with their workers?

Answer:

• Is it possible for a boss to be friends with their workers?Well, I guess ’yes’ but only if both
parties are emotionally mature, transparent and honest, and are not willing to use or ma-
nipulate other people as pawns for their own benefit. I think such friendship can even be
really beneficial for both a boss and an employee if they make some ground rules about their
relationship, including the understanding that the boss needs to remain fair and just in their
leadership and management, and can’t show preferential treatment to this employee.
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Question:

• What are the qualities of a good manager?

Answer:

• What are the qualities of a good manager?Oh, there are plenty of them. I think quality
number one is accountability. A successful manager must be able to take responsibility for
everyone’s performance, including their own. Number two is decisiveness, an ability not to
hesitate to make difficult and timely decisions. I guess it’s also really important for a manager
to be honest, I mean share information openly and avoid spin control, confident or not giving
in easily and optimistic ’cause this quality will always help to avoid personal criticism and
pessimistic thinking pushing to always look for ways to gain consensus. A good manager
should also be inspiring, able to motivate people to do their best all the time and give them
support and necessary tools for that.

Question:

• When should managers be strict with their staff? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Question:

• Does university education help students to find a good job in your country?

Answer:

• Definitely yes. University education gives students good knowledge and skills, lets them gain
valuable resources and connections during university studies. What is more, it encourages them
to think, ask questions and explore new ideas, which allows for their growth and development
and offers more jobs to choose from.

Question:

• How do university students make their career plans in your country?

Answer:

• Well, I guess they start thinking about career opportunities from considering job character-
istics, education and training, the labour market and career pathways. Then they determine
and identify career goals breaking them into short and long-term goals. After that they make
the assessment of direction and time in achieving the aimed opportunities and choices. When
the assessment is made, students start developing their job application skills including job
search, resumes and cover letters, job interviews and networking. A bit later they move on to
planning their professional development and their promotion within the organisation.

Question:

• How can people learn to do a new job? (no answers yet)

• What difficulties do people usually face when they start a new job? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon
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Question:

• Is your country changing rapidly?

Answer:

• Is your country changing rapidly?Oh yeah, it is. My country is getting better and better
year after year making rapid progress in a number of areas. First of all, more and more
people in India are getting education and proper medical help as new schools and hospitals are
being built and opened all around the country including rural areas. As a result, educational
attainment level and health indicators like Infant Mortality and Average Life Expectancy have
significantly improved over the last decade. What is more, facilities in the country are getting
better and better, for example, roads are being built and fixed, a lot of modern buildings,
shopping-centers and amusement parks are being constructed. Cities and towns look more
and more attractive. One more thing I want to mention is the fact that a lot of modern and
forward-looking businesses are being created providing more people with employment and, as
a result, improving standard of living in the country.

Question:

• What are some of the major changes that occur to people throughout their lives?

Answer:

• What are some of the major changes that occur to people throughout their lives?Oh, I guess the
major changes in our lives start from finishing school, entering a university and then graduating
from it. At this point we become adults and start building our professional lives. Later on we
face such professional changes as getting a job, having a new boss, getting promoted or losing
a job. All these changes may trigger confusion, tension and fear making us feel nervous and
sometimes even helpless. As far as major personal changes are concerned, they are getting
married, having a child or children, getting divorced and losing a family member. I can also
add such situations as moving to another country, having new neighbours and losing a lot of
money. All of them are important as they usually put a severe strain on people forcing them
outside their comfort zone.

Question:

• In what ways have changes in technology changed people’s lives?

Answer:

• In what ways have changes in technology changed people’s lives?Well, I would say in all possible
ways. Changes in technology have made everything much easier. They have helped businesses
go global and made banking and shopping faster and more efficient. People have become
digitally connected to the entire world. These days people can send an email to another
country and get a reply within several minutes, moreover, they don’t pay postage for that.
Traditional chats have been replaced with virtual ones, letting people from all over the world
communicate with each other whenever they have a wish and a spare moment. What is more,
life has become much more technologically advanced opening plenty of opportunities such as
travelling to other cities and countries, reading and watching films, studying and even working
online.

Memories and me mory

Question:

• Do you think technology helps people remember past events?
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Answer:

• Do you think technology helps people remember past events?Well, on the one hand, ‘yes’ as it
is the only way for today’s generation to learn about events of the past. What is more, photos
and videos help people keep their memories fresh and remember important events much longer.
But, on the other hand, committing almost all memories to technology might hinder human
ability to remember and lead to poorer recall of the factual events. In addition to this, the
quality of such memories may be limited when it comes to photos, for example, as they can
help people remember what they saw but reduce their memory of what was said. So, it’s a
debatable issue, to my mind.

Question:

• What memories are most important for people?

Answer:

• What memories are most important for people?Well, I guess all memories that carry powerful
emotions such as happiness, fear, disgust, anger or sadness as such memories are usually about
something that matters to people. I’d also mention memories of important milestones in life,
I mean the day of graduation, first day at work, weddings, kids’ births and things like that.
Oh, and of course, memories of the events when they were proud of themselves, when they
managed to overcome some challenges and obstacles and achieve the goals they set.

Question:

• Is it possible that technology will replace human memory?

Answer:

• Is it possible that technology will replace human memory?Well, a lot of people say that there
is a strong possibility that in the near future we will be able to insert memory chips into our
brain. Scientists promise that these chips will enable us to have a perfect memory and control
the flashbacks we have by buying new memories and deleting unwanted ones. Though, I think
it’s more than unlikely that such chips will replace human memory as it seems to me that even
if they are inserted into the brain one day, they will only be able to enhance our memory but
not replace it.

Question:

• What childhood memories do people usually have? (no answers yet)

• Why do people remember very little about things that happened to them in early childhood?
(no answers yet)

• Why is it difficult for some people to remember things? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Do you think keeping a diary can lead to creating false memories? (no answers yet)

• Can people rely on their memory when recalling events from the past? (no answers yet)
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Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Which is better for keeping childhood memories, photos or videos? (no answers yet)

• What can people do to help themselves remember information for their every day needs? (no
answers yet)

• In what situations is it important to remember information very well? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Phones and politeness

Question:

• Many people think mobile phones can be annoying at times. Can you give any examples of
that?

• Do you think there should be laws on the use of mobile phones?

Answer:

• Many people think mobile phones can be annoying at times. Can you give any examples of
that?Well, one of the examples when I get annoyed with a mobile phone is when the phone
ring interrupts an important conversation or distracts my attention from what I really need to
do at the moment. Another annoying case is when people talk loudly on their phones on public
transport. Such phone conversations grab my attention and don’t let me relax or focus on my
thoughts, which I dislike. I can also get irritated when people around play music loudly on a
phone ‘cause it shows their disrespect to others, which I don’t consider appropriate. These are
the main situations I don’t like to get in.

Question:

• Do young and old people use phones in the same way?

Answer:

• Do young and old people use phones in the same way?Oh, definitely no. Seniors generally
lag behind their younger counterparts especially when it comes to using mobile phones. The
only pattern they share is voice calling. In other patterns old people are usually second to the
young. Teens and young adults are more enthusiastic users of cellphones, they are also bigger
users of text messaging. I guess the young send and receive at least five times more messages
a day than older people. Younger adults tend to use their phones for multimedia content, for
taking pictures or video, for accessing Internet. They are also more likely to turn to their
phones to avoid others around them or to fight boredom. All this is still strange for the old.

Question:

• Do young and old people have the same attitude towards politeness?

• Are people today as polite as people were in the past?
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Answer:

• Do young and old people have the same attitude towards politeness?Well, I wouldn’t say they
do. Unfortunately, many young people nowadays are quite surly, rude and disrespectful. A
lot of them lack morals and values. I think that the main reason for that is the fact that
they are more stressed and, as a result, more likely to run out of patience. What is more,
young people are more self-absorbed these days. They take criticism too far and use it as a
weapon to devalue others. As far as old people are concerned, they are usually well-mannered
and helpful. I think it’s because their parents placed a lot of value on teaching them correct
behaviour when they were young. They care about feelings of others and are always respectful
both to people they know well and strangers. So, there is no doubt that the young and the
old treat politeness differently.

• Are people today as polite as people were in the past?Well, I would say it depends on the age
of people. Nowadays young people are definitely more surly, rude and disrespectful than their
peers a couple of decades ago. It’s mainly because of stressful lifestyle they have these days
which leads to the fact that they run out of patience and snap. It can also be connected with
their self-absorption. They care only about themselves and their feelings often taking criticism
too far and using it as a weapon to devalue others. In the meantime, old people are as polite
as they were when they were young. They have the same good manners as in the past and
always show respect to people around.

Question:

• What is the best age to give a mobile phone to a child? (no answers yet)

• How do you like children having phones? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Phone calls, messages, communication

Question:

• Does technological development have a negative impact on communication among people?

Answer:

• Does technological development have a negative impact on communication among people?On
the one hand, today’s technology is weakening communication skills because using technology
has lead to a number of devastating effects such as social isolation because of a lack of contact
with other people in normal daily living. People text instead of making a call, or text instead
of talking in person. As a result, more and more people are losing their ability to communicate.
Some people have trouble even initiating a face-to-face conversation, because it is always done
through a text message. Others don’t know what it means to listen to another person without
interrupting them. On the other hand, if it weren’t for technology, it would be hard, or even
impossible, for people who live in different countries to communicate with each other. And
even people living in the same city would communicate less if they couldn’t take advantage of
technology. So, technology does help busy people keep in touch with their friends, relatives or
colleagues.

Question:

• On what particular occasion do you prefer to write letters?

• Do you think traditional letters are a good way to send messages?
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Answer:

• On what particular occasion do you prefer to write letters?Well, I personally do it when I want
to say words of love or ‘thank you’ to my close people. I can also opt for writing a letter when
I intend to support someone and show how much I care. Well, and, of course, when I need to
get something off my chest and just share my feelings no matter positive or negative.

Question:

• Why do people write letters?

• Nowadays, do people prefer to write letters or emails?

Answer:

• Why do people write letters?Well, I think because letters make every word count and show
how much people care. They are more personal than emails and always add a human touch
to the relationship. They make people feel good and always spark creativity letting the inner
artist come out and draw or clip something beautiful inside the letter. What is more, letters
remind people of the simple pleasures and joys of life in the fast paced world and create lasting
memories.

• Nowadays, do people prefer to write letters or emails?Oh, definitely emails as they are fast
and can be delivered around the world at once. They are also easy to organize, prioritize
and use and can never get lost until people themselves decide to delete them. Letters are
more for heartwarming correspondence with beloved people and close friends, not for everyday
communication, undoubtedly.

Question:

• Why do letters contain more emotions?

Answer:

• Why do letters contain more emotions?Oh, I guess because it takes a lot of time, effort and
care to write them and because they are usually utterly personal. For another thing, they
don’t only contain but also trigger emotions as they can be touched but not only seen and
this way evoke both visual and tactile sensations. And finally, letters represent a memory
to cherish forever and so can be kept as memorabilia and passed down to generations. This
explains why letter-writing and letters themselves are filled with emotions.

Question:

• Why do people make phone calls instead of sending text messages when there is something
important? (no answers yet)

• Is it more polite to make phone calls than send text messages? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Products, inventions

Question:

• What makes famous international companies so successful?
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Answer:

• What makes famous international companies so successful?In my opinion, the key to their
success is, of course, that they sell high-quality products that meet their customers’ needs. But
equally important is the fact that these global companies have brilliant marketing strategies
and big marketing budgets that help them raise brand awareness and create brand loyalty all
over the world. Many small local businesses may have even better products, but they cannot
invest heavily in creating a special brand image or doing marketing research in order to tailor
their messages to the needs of their target audience.

Question:

• Is it important for each region of your country to have some special food products?

Answer:

• Is it important for each region of your country to have some special food products?Well, I’d
say it is quite important as having some special food products may let each region have its
own flavour as well as make it renowned for these special products. What is more, this may
let different regions set good value-based prices for their products and, as a result, generate a
good income selling these products to other regions.

Question:

• What are some popular food products produced in different parts of your country?

Answer:

• What are some popular food products produced in different parts of your country?Well, my
country is generally renowned for producing lots of delicious food products. It’s hard to
emphasize one or two particular regions which are popular for producing one or another type
of food products because there are worthy companies producing the same products in different
parts of X. As far as popular food products themselves are concerned, they are all kinds of
dairy products and especially cheeses, cakes, biscuits and other kinds of baked goods, sweets
and confectionery, oil, meat, pickles and, of course, honey and all kinds of jams. I’d also like to
mention snack foods, frozen foods, nuts, seeds, condiments and hundreds of different sauces,
well, and a lot of other popular food products produced by different companies around the
whole country.

Question:

• Why do different regions in your country often produce different food products?

Answer:

• Why do different regions in your country often produce different food products?Well, I think
that it’s, first of all, connected with climate differences. I mean such factors as the temperature
needed for the crop growth and reproduction, the rainfall or precipitation which can either
help or prevent crops from growing, and even the strength of wind necessary to help crops
grow. The second reason which explains why it happens this way is differences in landscape
and soil type. Different plants demand different elevations. Some of them require more direct
sun and should be grown in higher elevations, others need less sunlight and can be grown only
in lower elevations. The same can be said about soils. Some plants can survive only in clay
soils while others can give good crops just in sandy soils. Well, and the last reason I can name
is market demand. People in different regions have different food habits, which pushes food
producers to produce the types of food products which are in demand.
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Question:

• What are some popular goods that are imported into your country?

Answer:

• What are some popular goods that are imported into your country?Oh, medicines and phar-
maceuticals, first of all, as people in my country believe that foreign medicines are of a much
better quality. Then vehicles, petrol, petroleum products and electronic devices such as tele-
visions, laptops, desktop computers, mobile phones, cameras, washing machines, printers and
so on. I’d also like to mention plastics and plastic articles, gas, paper and, of course, lots of
food products and beverages.

Question:

• Is it good that nowadays the same goods are sold everywhere all over the world?

Answer:

• Is it good that nowadays the same goods are sold everywhere all over the world?Well, I’d say
it’s good as it creates an environment for flow of capital and investment among countries,
which in turn, creates opportunities for many countries to experience economic growth. I also
see such benefits of this trend as increased quality of goods, decreased prices of these goods
and decreased barriers between various cultures. So, my answer to this question is a firm ’yes’.

Question:

• What do you think have been some of the most important inventions in the past 100 years or
so?

Answer:

• What do you think have been some of the most important inventions in the past 100 years
or so?Oh, I have no doubt that the inventions that have significantly improved people’s lives
in the past century are a computer, a smartphone and the Internet. All of them have greatly
simplified all spheres of human life and brought about a lot of new opportunities. For example,
thanks to computers people have managed to speed up business operations, organize all of their
information in a very accessible manner and become more efficient and productive saving their
valuable time in the office. The Internet has provided people with a chance to have instant
communication with anyone in the world, get instant access to an endless supply of knowledge
and entertainment and the ability to work from home or have a virtual office. A smartphone
has united all the devices needed for daily business and pleasure such as a GPS receiver and
a camera as well as provided people with Internet access wherever there is cellular coverage
letting them tackle different issues on the go. Frankly speaking, I even can’t imagine present-
day life without these inventions.

Question:

• Why do you think some inventions have not been successful in the marketplace?

Answer:

• Why do you think some inventions have not been successful in the marketplace?Oh, I guess
there can be a variety of explanations for this. For example, a failure to understand customer
needs or targeting the wrong market. I mean launching some products or services with the
same characteristics as the ones already used by customers and failing to offer any reasons
for customers to switch. I can also name incorrect pricing as the reason for fiasco in the
marketplace, oh, and a lack of internal capabilities which will 100
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Question:

• Do you think it’s good that new inventions are appearing so often?

Answer:

• Do you think it’s good that new inventions are appearing so often?Why not? I guess it’s not
bad for sure. New inventions make our life easier, more interesting and more comfortable, help
us accomplish specific tasks, save our time and money and always try to meet our growing
needs. Sometimes things that were invented yesterday fall into oblivion today because of
changes happening in our lifestyle and work processes, so frequent appearance of inventions is
a necessity which helps us get adapted to changes happening in our way of life. All in all, the
main goal of any invention is to simplify our life in different ways, which proves their need and
the fact that their frequent appearance is good.

Question:

• Do you think there will be any negative effects resulting from future technology?

Answer:

• Do you think there will be any negative effects resulting from future technology?Well, unfortu-
nately, there are always two sides of the same coin, and future technology is not an exception.
The main thing is not to let the negative outcomes outweigh the positive ones as it will lead to
a real disaster. All the rest is in human hands, to my mind. So, what’s the worst that could
happen resulting from future technology? Well, human unemployment may increase as robots
may substitute for humans in manufacturing and production. I also guess future inventions
may exacerbate environmental problems and even wipe out a huge portion of the human race
which can happen, let’s say, in case of developing super-germs with a help of genetic engi-
neering. And the last risk factor that comes to my mind is alterations in cognitive and social
development of future generations with a risk of becoming increasingly detached from nature
and society and enjoying a solitary life.

Question:

• Do you think there will be new inventions that will help to resolve global issues? (no answers
yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Reading and writing skills

Question:

• Is it important for work to be a good writer?

Answer:

• Is it important for work to be a good writer?Well, definitely ’yes’. I’m convinced that writing
skills are crucial in nearly every profession as good writing skills not only improve communica-
tion in the workplace, but can also have an effect on how people are perceived. What I mean is
that if people send emails full of typos, poorly constructed sentences and grammatical errors,
then it can imply that they take a similar attitude towards their work, which might cast a
shadow over their career. But when they type emails, compile reports and write memos in a
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manner that is easily comprehensible and well-organized, this can, vice versa, ensure effective
business communication and help them promote themselves and their career. What is more,
good writing skills can help employees present business in the best light and convince people
to buy products or services, which will also facilitate their career success.

Question:

• Which helps to understand news better, visual aids or written texts?

Answer:

• Which helps to understand news better, visual aids or written texts?Oh, visual aids, I guess,
as people are visual creatures by nature and it’s easier for them to comprehend and retain
information through the use of visual aids. The main reason is that visuals help people to
get a better idea of what a message truly is trying to say, explaining things easier, faster, and
clearer than just a cluster of written words. So, my answer is visuals, beyond all doubt.

Question:

• When do children start learning to read and write in your country?

Answer:

• When do children start learning to read and write in your country?Well, I think it depends. . .
Some kids do it at the age of 4 or 5, others just when they go to school, which is approximately
at the age of 6 or 7. The former usually learn to read and write by reading together with parents
and playing different games such as substituting words in rhyming patterns or writing some
letters on boards, walls or sand. While the latter learn both reading and writing in their
school classes by reading sentences and short texts and copying simple words from textbooks
or whiteboards into their copybooks.

Question:

• Who should teach children to read and write, parents or teachers at school? (no answers yet)

• Do you think it is more difficult to learn to read and write when you are a child or when you
are an adult? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Question:

• Is it better to read and write at home or in a public place? (no answers yet)

• Where can people read and write? (no answers yet)

• Is it important to read and write in a quiet place? (no answers yet)

• Nowadays, which is more important, to be a good reader or writer? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Shopping, using things, making things
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Question:

• What kinds of products do young people think are useful but old people may not?

Answer:

• What kinds of products do young people think are useful but old people may not?Well, I guess
all kinds of modern gadgets which the old respond to with scepticism. I mean such things
as smart watches which are of great value for the young due to the number of functions they
provide like the timer, alarm clock and text notifications, but which are not so necessary or
not clear for the older generation. It’s quite hard for elderly people to keep up with the change
and sometimes it’s easier for them to clean the floor or wash the dishes the way they used to
do it when they were younger than understand how robot vacuums or dishwashers work and
learn to use them in order to save a lot of time.

Question:

• Do you think product instructions are useful for users to use products better?

Answer:

• Do you think product instructions are useful for users to use products better?Definitely they
are... as they describe the actions or procedures necessary to perform a task as well as explain
how a product works and applications for which it is used. What is more, product instructions
describe how a product may be misused, warning users about hazards and encouraging them
to act in a safe and appropriate way. So, yeah, they are undoubtedly useful for those who
want to take advantage of using products.

Question:

• What do you usually do if you don’t know how to use the things you have bought?

Answer:

• What do you usually do if you don’t know how to use the things you have bought?Well, if
there are instructions provided with the product, I first of all, read them and try to find some
information about the way the product works or what actions I have to take in order to start
using it. If there are no instructions in the box, I usually search for instructions or step-by-
step video tutorials online or ask somebody I know who already uses this product to help me.
Sometimes, I just go back to the shop and ask a sales assistant to show me how to use the
product. But what I never do is use a method of trial and error as I prefer to act in a safe
way, no matter what.

Question:

• Do you think it is necessary to produce many new products nowadays?

Answer:

• Do you think it is necessary to produce many new products nowadays?Well, I guess ‘yes’
but only those which consumers really need. I mean the products which satisfy the changing
needs of consumers and provide or offer new value to them. I don’t think it’s a good idea for
companies to invest money in producing products which are not different from the existing
products as in this case there is a high probability they will fail. Aside from that, I don’t see
any reason not to produce many new products these days.
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Skills

Question:

• What skills are important for success in business? (added on 2 February 2020)

Answer:

• What skills are important for success in business?In my opinion, a person who wants to achieve
success in business, first of all, has to possess strong leadership skills that will allow them to
attract the right people, be it employees or partners, to help them implement their plans and
motivate these people to work hard. Communication skills are just as important as leadership
skills as business people have to to communicate with their suppliers, potential investors,
customers and employees. They have to be able to influence and persuade others. I can’t help
mentioning financial management skills. To be successful, one has to be able to forecast their
company’s cash flow and sales, monitor profit and loss in order to run a business profitably.
Finally, a business person cannot do without management skills such as planning, strategic
thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and delegation skills ‘cause it’s very important to
see the big picture, analyze what’s happening in the market and deal with challenges along
the way.

Question:

• Do you think playing computer games can help people develop skills? (added on 2 February
2020)

Answer:

• Do you think playing computer games can help people develop skills?Well, the greatest ben-
efit online gaming brings to people, to my mind, is enhanced cognitive skills as it improves
attention, focus and reaction time of a person as well as helps people develop logic, accuracy
and ability to think outside of the box. It also helps people in developing hand-eye coordina-
tion. . . oh, and It helps people deveop strategic thinking and work towards meaningful goals
no matter what. . . Finally, playing computer games improves people’s computer fluency and
general Internet navigation, which is very important nowadays.

Question:

• What skills can be learned from playing team sports? (added on 2 February 2020)

Answer:

• What skills can be learned from playing team sports?Well, first of all, people can learn to
collaborate as part of a group and work as a team. What is more, team games help people
develop critical thinking skills as tactics, opponents, strengths and weaknesses of team members
need to be taken into consideration in order to win.

Question:

• Do you think communication skills are important at work?
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Answer:

• Absolutely! And I think that the most important type of communication skills is interpersonal
skills. We always need these skills when we are engaged in face-to-face communication with
one or more people. To make communication efficient, we need to be able to listen effectively
in order to avoid misunderstandings, maintain good eye contact, show enthusiasm and our
interest to the other party ’cause it attracts people and allows our messages to be received and
accepted by them.

Question:

• Do you think teamwork is important?

Answer:

• Do you think teamwork is important?Definitely, it is. First of all, teamwork creates synergy
which increases efficiency and allows to get the work done faster as everyone knows that the
sum is always greater than the parts. Secondly, it always produces superior results ‘cause
it provides a lot more scope for creativity bringing out the best in each team member and
matching their skills to the tasks of the team. Teamwork also enhances communication skills
and supports crucial social networks, which increases motivation, reduces work-related stress
and, as a result, leads to a better performance making all team members satisfied and happy.

Question:

• Where can we learn practical skills?

Answer:

• Well, there is a variety of ways to learn practical skills nowadays. The most traditional of
them are to ask a friend who already has this skill to show and practise it with you, address
a specialist with a request for an expert advice or attend some training programmes, master-
classes or workshops. There are also many much more popular present-day alternatives such
as video tutorials, blogs and forums, mobile applications and webinars which are successfully
used for learning and practising different kinds of skills just with a click of a button without
a need to leave your room.

Question:

• What age will make it difficult for people to master new skills?

Answer:

• What age will make it difficult for people to master new skills?Well, it seems to me that people
start having difficulties with mastering new skills at the age of 60 or 65, and it happens not
because of some age physical changes they have but just because they have come to believe
that they are too old to learn. By this age many people have already made the conscious
decision to stop learning even though they may not always realize it. Some of them have
decided so because they think that they have already mastered all the skills they need and no
longer need to master new skills to survive. Others have made this decision just because they
have got tired of learning. All in all, I am more than sure that people of any age can learn
whatever they want or need if they are patient and motivated enough because the older they
are, the longer it can take to master something.

Question:

• Who would you learn a skill from, friends, teachers or parents?
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Answer:

• Who would you learn a skill from, friends, teachers or parents?Well, I think it would depend
on the skill I need to learn and my mood on that day. Of course, as I’m a young person who
likes communicating with peers, I think in most cases it’s more fun to learn from a friend.
What is more, I feel more comfortable with a friend if I fail to master the skill at once. At
times it’s much better to learn from teachers as they are professional and have experience of
helping people master this certain skill, which would make it possible to teach me faster than
in case with a friend. Parents can also be great instructors because they want the best for me
and would teach me with pleasure. Moreover, it would be a good reason to spend more time
with mum and dad. To sum up, there are advantages of having all of them as mentors.

Question:

• What’s the difference between children learning and adults learning what they have to learn?

Answer:

• What’s the difference between children learning and adults learning what they have to learn?Oh,
I guess the main difference is the fact that children are dependent on their teacher to lead the
learning while adults are self-directed and usually prefer to be responsible for what they choose
to learn. What is more, kids are motivated by external pressures and the consequences of fail-
ure while adults learn because of a desire of self-improvement, recognition and self-confidence.
And the last difference I can name is that while learning kids mostly rely on the experience of
their teacher unlike adults who always rely on their own life experience.

Question:

• What is the difference between required skills in the past and those at present? (no answers
yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Can people develop skills necessary for work without having formal qualifications? (no answers
yet)

• Do you agree that watcing TV doesn’t develop any useful skills? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Question:

• Is it important for people to learn new skills all life long? (no answers yet)

• Do you think that people will need fewer skills in the future due to the advancements in
technology? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon
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Staying awake, modern life

Question:

• Do you think nowadays people get enough sleep?

Answer:

• Do you think nowadays people get enough sleep?Oh no, I don’t think they do as lots of people
these days are overstressed and as a result have sleep disorders such as insomnia and restless
legs. What is more, there are many people who work or study hard till late night or do shift
work, which leads to troubles with getting into a regular sleep pattern as well ...and due to other
reasons which disturb people’s sleep, of course, too. I mean drinking too much tea and coffee
during the day, eating, exercising and playing computer games too close to bedtime, which
often causes discomfort and just doesn’t let people fall asleep till late. . . oh, and travelling
too much changing time zones and then suffering from the worst effects of jet lag is one more
reason which proves the fact that people do not sleep enough these days.

Question:

• Are there any situations when people are tired but have to stay awake?

Answer:

• Are there any situations when people are tired but have to stay awake?Lots of them, to my
mind. For instance, when they are in public as even a few minutes of sleep in this case may cost
them a fortune as they may become easy prey to criminals and be robbed while they are asleep
or when they are afraid to miss something like a flight, train, bus or just an important phone
call. It’s also important to stay awake no matter what when people have to complete their
home assignment, work all night in order to meet the deadline or prepare for an important
test or exam. And of course, in plenty of other situations, I guess.

Question:

• What can a person do not to fall asleep?

Answer:

• What can a person do not to fall asleep?Well... They can drink coffee every half an hour or
reach for a Red Bull, I think. Seriously though, I guess, they must move around or exercise in
order to increase energy and reduce fatigue or, vice versa, nap between 5 and 25 minutes to
take the edge off sleepiness. What else. . . Maybe, they can breathe deeply or eat some sugary
snack to get a quick energy boost or just drink water to prevent tiredness. I also think it’s a
good idea to have a chat with someone in this case, at least, it always works for me.

Question:

• Do you agree that social media increases pressures of modern life?

Answer:

• Do you agree that social media increases pressures of modern life?Well, I do agree with this
because there is more information flowing into people’s lives now than ever - much of it distress-
ing and challenging. What is more, social media brings in more possibilities for interruptions
and distractions as well as more social pressure to disclose personal information. I’d also like
to mention other kinds of stress which social media brings to people’s lives. I mean stress
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which might come from maintaining a large network of friends, having to keep up with status
updates and even feeling jealous of friends’ well-documented and well-appointed lives. Oh, and
of course, stress from the increased awareness of stressful events in people’s friends’ lives. So
yeah, social media, undoubtedly, increases pressures of modern life.

Question:

• Do you agree that nowadays people work (or study) too much?

Answer:

• Do you agree that nowadays people work (or study) too much?Oh yeah, I agree that workers
and students today are never ’turned off’, and I guess it’s mostly because the society’s standards
for success are very high these days. People need to work and study a lot because it’s the only
way for them to get ahead, make a great living and have a strong career in this competitive
world. Though, I also see another reason why more and more people stay connected 24 by 7.
To my mind, it’s because business is global these days and it is likely that people’s jobs and
studies are increasingly around the clock. So yeah, work and study a lot or get left behind. . .
These are our present-day realities.

Question:

• Do you think that pressures of modern life will be even stronger in the future?

Answer:

• Do you think that pressures of modern life will be even stronger in the future?Yeah, it well
may be so, though they are already very strong, to my mind. Still, people’s expectations as
well as the demands put on them by society are getting higher and higher, which definitely
increases the level of pressure people are exposed to. What is more, work schedule is becoming
more and more exhausting, which leaves people less and less time for rest, hobbies and revival.
So yeah, regrettably, there are high chances that pressures of modern life will be even stronger
in the not so distant future.

Question:

• Does technology help to improve a life-work balance?

Answer:

• Does technology help to improve a life-work balance?Well, I wouldn’t say so as it often brings
work into people’s personal lives and if not managed properly, can create more problems than
solutions. Though, it may definitely be beneficial for people’s life-work balance if people man-
age to set boundaries to ensure they are not always ’on’. In this case technology, undoubtedly,
improves people’s life-work balance by helping them work flexibly and remotely when they
need this. . . oh, and by improving their workplace productivity as well. So, it depends, to my
mind.

Question:

• Do you think that nowadays the only way for people to get personal fulfilment is at work?
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Answer:

• Do you think that nowadays the only way for people to get personal fulfilment is at work?Well,
unfortunately, it looks so as work is what people spend the majority of their adult lives doing.
Also, in many cases it’s the only aspect of life in which people create goals, and as we know,
personal fulfilment is achieved when the right purpose is found. Though, I personally think
that personal fulfilment looks different for everyone as I’m more than sure that it is called
’personal’ for a reason. What is more, as my experience shows nowadays more and more
people understand that we all have our place in the world and that not in all cases this place
is at work.

Question:

• Do you agree that people cannot be successful both in their career and personal life?

Answer:

• Do you agree that people cannot be successful both in their career and personal life?Well, on
the one hand, I agree that this is really so as it can be incredibly difficult to feel a sense of
balance when juggling careers and personal responsibilities. But on the other hand, I disagree
with this as I guess it’s possible to be successful in both career and personal life if people have
clarity about what they want, set very specific goals that align with their priorities and direct
their time and efforts toward achieving these goals. To my mind, nothing is impossible for
those who are in control with what they do with their lives.

Stars, planets and space

Question:

• Do you think money spent on space exploration is a complete waste?

• How can humans benefit from space research in the future?

Answer:

• Do you think money spent on space exploration is a complete waste?No, I don’t think space
exploration is a luxury which is not worth investing money into as it can help to combat a
number of terrestrial problems that humanity is facing nowadays. For example, the Earth
is on the verge of depleting its non-renewable natural resources, and unless alternatives are
found, the world may come to a halt one day. Exploratory investigations into the depths of
the universe may find new types of fuel that will be in abundance. In addition, there may
be planets in the universe with conditions favorable to living beings, which will help mankind
address the issue of overpopulation of the Earth. Finally, it can make the world community
well prepared for any potential threats coming from space. If there is a cessation in research
into space, people will find out about looming dangers only when a disaster is inevitable.
However, if such information is available in advance, will there be time to take measures to
prevent any possible collisions or exposure of people to solar radiation.

Question:

• Should children learn about stars and space at school?

• Why are some people so interested in astronomy?
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Answer:

• Why are some people so interested in astronomy?I guess the main reason is that people have
always been fascinated with the unknown. There’s hardly any person who has never wondered
what lies beyond outer space or whether time travel is really possible. Many people are dying to
know more about black holes, the most enigmatic objects in the universe. For many, it’s really
important to know about the evolution of the universe, how it began, and its basic structure.
And, of course, there are lots of space movies that stimulate this interest. For example, after
watching Interstellar, I had very many questions. And I remember I was reading articles on
black holes and singularity all night long.

Teamwork

Question:

• What qualities do you think a good team member should have?

Answer:

• What qualities do you think a good team member should have?Oh, I guess that a good team
member should, first of all, be honest and fair as well as responsible and reliable. They
should always be committed to team objectives, complement skills of other team members
and, of course, share the load with their teammates. A good team member should also be very
positive with good communication skills and an ability to adapt to new people and conditions
quickly and easily. I would also mention such things as readiness to help, trust, support and
genuine concern for other team members and, of course, an ability to compromise as important
characteristics of a good team member.

Question:

• Do you think teamwork is important?

Answer:

• Do you think teamwork is important?Definitely, it is. First of all, teamwork creates synergy
which increases efficiency and allows to get the work done faster as everyone knows that the
sum is always greater than the parts. Secondly, it always produces superior results ‘cause
it provides a lot more scope for creativity bringing out the best in each team member and
matching their skills to the tasks of the team. Teamwork also enhances communication skills
and supports crucial social networks, which increases motivation, reduces work-related stress
and, as a result, leads to a better performance making all team members satisfied and happy.

Question:

• How do you think a team should be organized?

Answer:

• How do you think a team should be organized?Well, I think everything should start from
defining the goal for the project and choosing team members who have performance capabilities
that are best suited for the project at hand. These are two initial steps which should be
taken for organizing a good team because only right people will be able to provide a broad
perspective on the project and make it successful. Then when team members are chosen, it’s
important to identify personalities that will complement one another, set goals for them and
assign responsibility for all tasks. It also makes sense to set the deadlines for the project and
make all team members accountable for team results. One more thing I can’t help mentioning
talking about organizing an efficient team is providing it with necessary support and verifying
that it is working well together keeping the project on track.
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Question:

• Do you think it’s important for children to have experiences doing things in a team?

Answer:

• Do you think it’s important for children to have experiences doing things in a team?I am
convinced it is. Teamwork strengthens children’s social and emotional skills building and
improving their confidence and helping them overcome shyness. It helps children develop
communication and cooperation skills, self-discipline, patience and persistence which are very
important for succeeding in school and later in adult life. I also think that teamwork teaches
kids personal values and respect to both authoritative figures and their peers. To sum up, I
am more than sure that team activities help parents grow confident and well-adjusted children
who later in life become successful adults.

Teaching and learning

Question:

• Is it better to study in a group or individually?

Answer:

• Is it better to study in a group or individually?I think studying in a group is much better
as, firstly, it is more affordable than one-to-one classes, but at the same time it is not less
efficient. Further, there’s competitive spirit that forces everyone to study hard regardless
of the circumstances. Even when students are tired they cannot let themselves skip doing
homework because they don’t want to be worse than their groupmates. One more advantage
is that group lessons have far more energy than one-to-one classes due to interaction between
group members

• Is it better to study in a group or individually?I would say one-to-one classes are far better
as you don’t have to compete for the teacher’s attention and you can study at your own pace.
Sometimes if you don’t understand a topic, you can ask your teacher to spend more time on
it which would be an unlikely event in a group. One more thing that appeals to me is that a
course is tailored to be exactly what you want.

Question:

• What kind of people are good at teaching?

Answer:

• What kind of people are good at teaching?Well, I guess, first of all, knowledgeable and com-
petent as it’s really important for a good teacher to be able to answer all students’ questions
accurately and lay a good foundation for mastering the subject. I also think people good
at teaching are imaginative and innovative, I mean able to break monotony as well as get
students excited to learn the subject and take lively participation in the class. What else?
Oh, they are interactive, for sure, doing their best to develop students’ creative self-expression
and communicative skills, and, of course, motivating to spark students to use their knowledge
whenever possible.

Question:

• Do we really need teachers to learn something?

265



Answer:

• Do we really need teachers to learn something?Well, I would say ‘yes’ as teachers instill in
us a passion for knowledge, a love of understanding and confidence. They make learning a
fascinating challenge motivating and inspiring us in classes. They make us aware of abilities
we don’t know we have and help us to see the relevance of what we are learning by giving
practical examples. Though, I believe that there are people who don’t need teachers as they
are interested in the subject, motivated enough and can have progress without anybody’s
guidance.

Question:

• What can young people teach old people?

Answer:

• What can young people teach old people?Well, how to use and make most of new technology,
first of all. I mean using a computer or a smartphone, which can be a problem for the old
without somebody’s help. What is more, I think the young can teach the elderly to try new
things, have fun and enjoy the moment as this is what they do themselves all the time. I
would also add to the list of lessons such things as being diverse, noticing and enjoying the
little things, laughing every day and, of course, fulfilling dreams as all this stuff can make
twilight years pleasant and enjoyable.

Question:

• Who can learn better, old people or youngsters? (no answers yet)

• What is the best age for children to go to school? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on this question

Toys and gifts, playing, children and ads

Question:

• Do you feel there is pressure on children to conform with their friends?

Answer:

• Do you feel there is pressure on children to conform with their friends?Oh yeah, unfortunately,
I do. Almost all kids feel insecure and therefore are prone to conform to group standards and
mores. As a result, children get more and more afraid of being rejected or made fun of, which
makes them strive to have the products their friends have or agree with the ideas their friends
support as this is the only thing which helps them fit in the group they want to be in and not
feel inferior to other kids in this group. So, kids don’t want to feel awkward or uncomfortable,
and this is what makes them highly vulnerable to conformity.

Question:

• Do you think advertising that targets children should be banned?
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Answer:

• Do you think advertising that targets children should be banned?Absolutely! Children are an
extremely vulnerable target audience because they are cognitively and psychologically defense-
less against advertising. Children take everything they see at face value, and therefore they
are easy to persuade. So if the ad says that it is a Snickers that satisfies hunger best, they are
likely to opt for a Snickers rather than healthy snacks. They quickly get used to consuming
unhealthy food, and then they become adults who lead an unhealthy lifestyle. Also, children
are not able to understand the persuasive character of advertising messages. However, they
absorb these messages like a sponge. This may cause changes in children’s behaviour. For
example, some children make excessive demands on their parents for the products they see in
ads, especially if these products were advertised by their favourite cartoon or film characters.
And some kids even have temper tantrums in public if their parents refuse to buy this or that
thing.

Question:

• Do you agree that the fact that childen are targeted by many companies as potential consumers
spoils their childhood?

Answer:

• Do you agree that the fact that children are targeted by many companies as potential con-
sumers spoils their childhood?Unfortunately, I have to agree that advertising pressure nega-
tively affects kids’ well-being, stealing their attention from simple kids’ joys and drawing their
attention to what they lack. This often makes kids feel inferior to their peers and changes
their behaviour either causing tantrums or just making them feel uncomfortable. On worst
case scenario, it can even make them imitate specific adult behaviours. I mean the necessity
to make a choice what to buy or getting at peace with the fact that they should refuse from
what they want to get.

Question:

• How can children benefit from playing?

Answer:

• How can children benefit from playing?Oh, I guess, in various ways. First of all, games help
children develop in educational, social and physical ways. They give kids a chance to try new
things, conquer their fears and build their confidence, teach them teamwork and sportsmanship,
help them make friends and just make them happy, excited, energetic and engaged, which is
important for their wellbeing. So, playing brings diverse benefits to the younger generation,
to my mind.

Question:

• How can children benefit from playing team sports?

Answer:

• How can children benefit from playing team sports?Well, first of all, children can learn to
collaborate as part of a group and work as a team. What is more, team sports help kids develop
critical thinking skills as tactics, opponents, strengths and weaknesses of team members need
to be taken into consideration in order to win. One more benefit team sports bring to kids is
learning discipline as it’s necessary to follow directions of the coach while playing. Oh, and,
of course, learning to accept defeat which is inescapable in sport.
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Question:

• How can children benefit from playing online games?

Answer:

• How can children benefit from playing online games?Well, the greatest benefit online gaming
brings to kids, to my mind, is enhanced cognitive skills as it improves attention, focus and
reaction time of a child as well as helps kids develop their logic, accuracy and ability to think
outside of the box. It also helps children in developing hand-eye coordination. . . oh, and
increases a child’s memory capacity. . . What else? It teaches kids to persevere in the face of
multiple failures and work towards meaningful goals no matter what. . . One more benefit of
online gaming I can think of is that it improves kids’ computer fluency and general Internet
navigation. . . . oh, and also, helps them in social skills.

Question:

• What toys are popular with boys and girls in your country now?

Answer:

• Well, boys adore gadgets such as smartphones and tablets, tech toys and, of course, radio
controlled toys which are a great deal of fun to play with. They also enjoy getting toy cars,
building and construction sets, different ride-ons and board games as presents. While girls
give more preference to something more creative and intimate such as arts and crafts kits,
collectibles, dolls and plush toys as well as something emphasising their femininity, for example,
clothes, accessories and beauty gift sets.

Question:

• What factors do parents consider when they choose a gift for children?

Answer:

• What factors do parents consider when choosing a gift for children?Well, to my mind, the first
factor parents take into account is the occasion. Keeping it in mind, they then set the budget
and get to the next important factor which is the needs of their child. Thinking about the
needs of the kid parents also think about their kids’ likes and dislikes, their interests at that
specific period of time, their habits and, of course, their dreams. Considering all of them,
parents make their final choice usually balancing between what a child really wants and needs.
I guess it happens this way, at least in the families with kids that I know.

Question:

• What is the value of giving presents?

• Why do people give presents?

Answer:

• What is the value of giving presents?Well, giving a gift is a universal way to show interest,
thoughtfulness, love and affection. It is unselfish concern for the well-being of others and a
good way for people to mark milestones, reward someone’s behaviour, express their feelings,
reduce guilt or even show off their skills if they made a present themselves. What is more, it’s
a perfect way for entrepreneurs to promote their business. With all that said, I can claim that
the main value lying behind gift giving is showing care and strengthening bonds with others.
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• Why do people give presents?Well, giving a gift is a universal way to show interest, thoughtful-
ness, love and affection. It is unselfish concern for the well-being of others. People give presents
to mark milestones, reward someone’s behaviour, express their feelings, reduce guilt or even
show off their skills if they made a present themselves. Entrepreneurs often give presents to
promote their business. With all that said, I guess that the main reason why people give gifts
is to show care and strengthen bonds with others.

Question:

• What factors do people consider when buying a gift for friends?

Answer:

• It seems to me that the most important factors people should consider when choosing a present
for a friend are the occasion or the theme of the party they are going to visit, the age and the
gender of the receiver. It’s also important to consider what likes and dislikes, interests, prefer-
ences and needs this friend has, if there are any restrictions connected with their nationality,
culture or confession and, of course, a budget the giver sets.

Question:

• Do children nowadays like the same toys as children in the past did? (no answers yet)

• Is it good that some parents buy many toys for their kids instead of spending quality time
with them? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Transportation

Question:

• In what ways can we fix traffic problems?

Answer:

• In what ways can we fix traffic problems?Well, firstly, it is absolutely imperative that buses be
made to stop at designated bus stops and have scheduled routes. The problem is that having
spotted a person flagging down, bus drivers stop wherever they want as they seem to feel kings
of the road. Such sudden and abrupt stopping of buses often causes minor rear end collisions
and tailbacks as there’s barely enough room to let other vehicles pass and everybody is in a
hurry. It would also be great if roads were mended because dodging potholes is what drivers
have to constantly do instead of moving smoothly and uninterruptedly. And this again makes
cars move slowly and leads to car accidents.

Question:

• Will there be fewer cars if public transport is free?
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Answer:

• Will there be fewer people using cars because of improved public transportation?Probably ’yes’
as good public transport will let people get anywhere they need in the same time, but at a
much lower price because petrol costs more than using public transport. Though, I don’t think
that the number of people using cars will reduce dramatically as it will still be important for
many people to be free to go wherever and whenever they want and take as much stuff with
them as they need, and have a chance to stop or change their route any time they want, which
is possible only while travelling by private transport.

Question:

• What needs to be improved in public transport?

Answer:

• What needs to be improved in public transport?Well, I think that the first measure that should
be implemented in order to improve public transport is to buy higher end bus models that are
quieter, have a smooth ride and are fuel efficient as this would make bus rides more comfortable
for riders and less expensive for local authorities. Next, it would be a great idea to speed up
vehicle boarding by using off-vehicle fare collection, for example,.... also, it would be good if
there were lanes dedicated especially for the use of public transport and if public transport
was given priority at traffic signals as these measures would make commuting faster. Oh, and,
of course, it would be great to provide good information on paper, online, on the bus, and on
the route about where buses go to and where transfers are located... or even implement an app
for smartphones combined with a call-in service that allows real time bus information for each
line and every stop. Yeah, such improvements would significantly improve public transport,
to my mind.

Question:

• Is it fair to limit the use of private cars?

Answer:

• Is it fair to limit the use of private cars?Well, I think it is fair for governments which need to
find ways to solve air pollution and traffic congestion problems in big cities. But I can’t say it
will change the life of ordinary people for the better as there aren’t extensive public transport
networks which will make commuting comfortable and fast and give people at least half of that
freedom they had while driving own cars. So, the idea is good and fair but, unfortunately, not
applicable in present-day conditions.

Question:

• Should governments encourage people to use public transportation?

• What’s the most popular means of transportation in your country?

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of private transport?

Answer:

• Should governments encourage people to use public transportation?I guess they should as most
private cars aren’t environmentally-friendly and pollute the environment a lot. Authorities
should tell people about it and emphasize such positive features of public transport as a low
price, plenty of time to read, relax or even nap and a chance to get some exercise while walking
to and from the bus stop.

270



• What’s the most popular means of transportation in your country?I can safely say that the
majority of people in my country get around by subway. The main reason is that they don’t
have to worry about a possibility of getting stuck in a traffic jam. Also, trains run frequently,
therefore people get anywhere in time even during peak hours. In addition, this mode of
transport is relatively inexpensive, reliable and really comfortable.

• Do you prefer public or private transportation?I prefer getting around in a private vehicle
because I don’t like to be dependent on other people. I like the idea that I can stop whenever
and wherever I want. I can take as much stuff with me as I need. I can speak loudly and sing.
So, although many of my friends say that the amount of money I spent to purchase my car
could generally finance public transit fees for years, I’m not planning to switch to mass transit.

Question:

• How can transport be developed in rural areas?

Answer:

• coming soon

Travelling

Question:

• Do you agree that it was more comfortable to travel in the past than it is today? (added on 2
February 2020)

Answer:

• Do you agree that it was more comfortable to travel in the past than it is today?Oh no, I don’t
agree with this as modern means of transportation have become much more comfortable in
recent decades. I mean that both trains and planes and even cars nowadays are air-conditioned
and have comfortable seats positioned so that each passenger has a leg rest. What is more,
modern means of transportation are faster and safer in comparison with those of past days. . .
oh, and they are also more affordable, which adds comfort to any travel. It’s so easy and
comfortable to book a trip anywhere these days as there are so many websites offering discount
holiday bookings. In addition, there are so many walking tour and driving tour apps that help
travellers tour new destinations. Well, and one more thing that makes present-day travelling
more comfortable is plenty of options for entertainment while travelling. So, there is no doubt
that it is more comfortable to travel today and on no account vice versa.

Question:

• Do you think modern means of transportation cause harm to the environment? (added on 2
February 2020)

Answer:

• Do you think modern means of transportation cause harm to the environment?Of course, they
do as transport is a major user of energy, and burns most of the world’s petroleum, which
creates air pollution. It is also a significant contributor to global warming through emission
of carbon dioxide and a major source of greenhouse gas emissions. One more negative impact
of transport is traffic congestion and automobile-oriented urban sprawl, which can consume
natural habitat and agricultural lands. So yeah, regrettably, modern means of transportation,
exclusive of electric cars, have negative effects on Earth’s air quality, acid rain, smog, climate
change and the environment on the whole.
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Question:

• With the increase in long distance travel, do you think countries will be able to preserve their
culture? (added on 2 February 2020)

Answer:

• With the increase in long distance travel, do you think countries will be able to preserve their
culture?I’m more than sure they will because, to my mind, tourism helps more than it hinders
to preserve local culture. As I see it, tourism promotes the active preservation and protection
of important local resources, traditions, customs and culture as this is what attracts tourists
to distant destinations. What is more, tourism boosts local investment in heritage resources
and amenities that support tourism services, which helps maintain the existing community
attractions for more generations of holidaymakers.

Question:

• How can transport be improved in your country? (added on 28 January 2020)

Answer:

• How can transport be improved in your country?Well, first of all, this can be done by giving
everyone in the country access to safe, reliable and frequent public transportation, I guess.
To this end, the government should make public transport more comfortable for passengers,
namely, improve seating arrangements, make bus riding more smooth and quiet, increase
bus frequency and speed up vehicle boarding, for example, with the help of off-vehicle fare
collection. I’d also recommend our authorities to ban cars from the busiest parts of our cities
or charge drivers to go there encouraging public transport use, car-sharing or bike use instead
of cars. Oh. . . and one more, the most important, way to improve transport in X is to fix
roads, especially in smaller cities, towns and villages. It’s, undoubtedly, the number one task
with regard to transport issues in my country as people will have no chance to enjoy any
improvements in transportation if the situation with roads remains unchanged.

Question:

• How will people travel in the future? (added on 27 January 2020)

Answer:

• How will people travel in the future?Well, I think that in the future people will travel in the
same way as they are doing it now, I mean using planes, trains, buses and cars. Though,
the means of transport themselves may improve significantly. For example, instead of slow
trains travellers may use high-speed bullet trains, instead of present-day planes they may fly
by super-sonic jets. . . and maybe in the distant future everyone will have a chance to use
self-driving vehicles or even flying solar-powered cars instead of those cars we see on the roads
today. I have doubts that people will get an opportunity to teleport straight to their holiday
destination in the foreseeable future. Also, I can’t imagine that people will be able to travel
in passenger drones or helicopter hybrids. So, I guess that people will just travel faster and
use more environmentally-friendly cars, trains and planes, nothing more...

Question:

• More and more people travel all over the world. Do you think it will help people from different
countries understand each other better? (added on 23 January 2020)
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Answer:

• More and more people travel all over the world. Do you think it will help people from different
countries understand each other better?I think it will. You see, travelling around the world
can give people a better understanding of the globe and help them develop cultural sensitivity.
I mean it widens people’s perspective of the world and opens their eyes to the way in which
other people carry about their lives, which usually fosters a deep appreciation for diversity.
What is more, travelling helps people view their own culture from a foreign perspective, which
breeds empathy and tolerance as well as teaches to appreciate the fact that people in different
countries view the world in different ways.

Question:

• Nowadays more and more people choose to travel to remote places. Is it good or bad for those
places? (added on 23 January 2020)

Answer:

• Nowadays more and more people choose to travel to remote places? Is it good or bad for those
places?Well, I guess it can be both good and bad for them. On the one hand, the generated
income can make up a significant proportion of private, local and national income. Tourism
provides much-needed employment for local people, incentives for investment in infrastructure
such as roads, rail networks, local medical and education facilities and a chance for the locality
to show itself off and raise its profile in the world. As far as the reasons why it can be bad are
concerned, I think that a huge influx of visitors may deplete the beauty, uniqueness, character,
environment, resources and social cohesion of a tourist destination over time. So, that’s just
the luck of the draw, to my mind.

Question:

• What means of transport do people use when travelling in your country? (added on 23 January
2020)

Answer:

• What means of transport do people prefer to use when travelling in your country?Well, I think
many people choose to travel by car, especially if they travel not far from the place where they
live or if they travel with kids or pets. I guess people mostly choose a car for short distance
trips as it is typically the cheapest way to travel, especially if people have a vehicle that runs
on gas. One more reason in favour of travelling by car is that it gives people freedom. I mean
it lets them travel at their own pace, making stops whenever and wherever they want as well
as change their plans as they go, pulling of the road and seeing the sights. For longer trips,
however, the majority of people prefer to use trains, first of all, because there are multiple
services every day with a wide choice of routes and departure times. The second reason is that
there are almost no weather delays. Finally, trains make their trip comfortable ‘cause people
can work, read, sleep and do a number of other things that they wouldn’t be able to do while
driving.

Question:

• What kind of problems do people face when travelling in your country?
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Answer:

• What kind of problems do people have when travelling?Well, first of all, these are the problems
connected with safety issues, I mean being robbed in the street or having valuables stolen from
the hotel room. One more common kind of problems people face is budget problems like
running out of money or just not having enough money to deal with problems or mishaps.
Speaking another language is also quite a big problem for the majority of travelers. And, of
course, flying problems such as delayed or cancelled flights, not enough leg-room on the plane,
long queues at check-in and jet-lag if people fly across the Atlantic.

Question:

• How can people benefit from travelling in your country?

Answer:

• Well, travelling is wonderful in many ways, and there are a lot of benefits people can have
from it. First of all, travelling lets people disconnect from their regular life, relax and get new
experiences. It also helps them open their eyes to how the rest of the world lives and, as a
result, gain a broader worldview. While travelling, people get to know different places, get
accustomed to different cultures, increase their general knowledge and make friends from all
over the globe. All these things and experiences make them inspired and happy and create
memories for a lifetime.

Question:

• Do you like to travel on your own or with your family?

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of travelling alone and travelling with friends?

Answer:

• Well, I really enjoy travelling on my own ’cause from time to time I need a break from my
family and friends. I like to feel freedom, do what I want without being judged and be flexible
with time, destinations and decisions I make. Travelling alone also lets me learn more about
myself and what I am capable of, overcome my fears and achieve focus of mind. What is more,
it lets me learn to listen to my heart, make new friends and experience new things, choosing
those people and activities I really want but not have to choose.

• I adore travelling with my family. It gives me a lot of pleasure and joy, it fills me with energy
and inspiration, it makes me really happy!!!! Travelling with family members lets me enjoy
spending time with my beloved ones, experience new things together with them and create
lasting memories linking our hearts. It also lets us follow our dreams together and, as a result,
enhances and strengthens our family bonds.

Question:

• Do you like to visit popular places or less-known places?

Answer:

• Well, I would say it depends on my travel goals. I usually opt for popular destinations when I
want to get some enjoyable experience, see lots of beautiful things and attractions, make new
friends with people from different countries and have a lot of entertainment and fun. But when
I am really tired and dream to get away from all the noise, walk along less crowded streets and
beaches, enjoy more privacy and downtime and spend all my time with people I travel with, I
go to off the beaten path places and enjoy peace and quiet which I lack in my daily life.
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Travelling by plane, airports

Question:

• What is good and bad about living near the airport?

Answer:

• What is good and bad about living near the airport?Oh, the advantage of living near the
airport is the fact that it cuts down the total journey time to and from the airport making
air travel more convenient. But, to my mind, it benefits only airline-related workers, frequent
flyers and business travellers. As far as the disadvantages are concerned, I guess that the most
significant of them are noise and air pollution from airplanes and ground vehicles as both of
them bear health risks for people. the former can impact the lifestyle and affect people’s sleep
while the latter can cause breathing problems.

Question:

• Do you think it is good to work at an airport?

Answer:

• Do you think it is good to work at an airport?Well, to my mind, it depends on the job and
the position people hold. If they work as air travel controllers, for example, I guess it’s really
good as despite the fact that their job requires serious concentration and leaves no room for
mistakes, it also brings a high salary and an abundant benefits package that includes retirement
and health insurance. But if they work as baggage handlers, duty free employees or gate and
counter employees, I don’t think it’s so good as they have to work long hours, not only day but
also night shifts with a lot of noise around, high level of responsibility and quite low wages.
The only good point of doing such jobs I can see is an opportunity to get contacts within the
airline industry which could later come in handy when applying for an airline job.

Question:

• Do you think expansion of airports should be controlled or not?

Answer:

• Do you think expansion of airports should be controlled or not?Well, on the one hand, it
shouldn’t as lack of airport capacity is often cited as a constraint on expanding business and
a roadblock on the way to economic growth of the area. But, on the other hand, it definitely
should as noise and air pollution would increase through expansion, which could lead to lots
of health issues among the people who live in the vicinity of airports. So, in case if there are
residential areas near the airports, authorities should give due weight to making a decision
concerning airport expansion, to my mind.

Question:

• What is good and bad about travelling by plane?
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Answer:

• What is good and bad about travelling by plane?Well, as far as the advantages of travelling by
plane are concerned, they are speed, comfort and security, to my mind. Travelling by plane is
the fastest way to reach some destination at a great distance, and the main benefit it provides
people with is saving a lot of time. It’s also the most comfortable way of travelling which offers
many options for entertainment, a chance to pull out the computer and get some work done
and even an opportunity to catch up on your sleep if you are tired and the flight is long. Oh,
and it’s one of the safest ways to travel as well. The disadvantages of this type of travelling
I can come up with are the cost, as flying is more expensive than travelling by other means
of transport, and some health side effects such as feeling sleepy and headachy because of low
oxygen, getting dehydrated and having problems with ears because of air pressure.

Question:

• Do many people in your country travel by plane inside the country?

Answer:

• Do many people in your country travel by plane inside the country?Well, I wouldn’t say that
many people in my country do it. . . I’d even say that only a limited number of people travel
by plane inside the country. I think it’s mostly because we have just a few domestic flights
flying between big cities, which makes the cost of these flights rather high and, as a result,
unaffordable for the majority of people. Sometimes I think that only business people can afford
to pay such a price. So, regrettably, these days only a select few have a chance to travel by
plane inside X.

Question:

• Is air travel important for expanding commerce nowadays? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Question:

• Which is more important for people travelling by plane, comfort or price? (no answers yet)

• How does air travel influence the environment? (no answers yet)

• Do you think air travel for leisure should be restricted by the government? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• we are working on it

Uniforms and clothes

Question:

• Do you think students need to wear school uniforms?
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Answer:

• I would definitely say, yes, because there are really a lot of pros for wearing school uniforms.
The most important of them, to my mind, is the fact that students feel more work-related
and identify themselves as a part of some community when they have school uniforms on.
As a result, it builds up a sense of school spirit and develops a stronger team morale among
students. Moreover, students are free to concentrate on lessons rather than on fashion in the
classroom at the same time relieving parents from the necessity to buy clothes for everyday
wear.

• I don’t think they do. I guess school uniforms detract from a child’s individuality and constrain
their self-expression. In my opinion, children lose their selfhood when they can’t give full
expression to their identity through personal fashion so they will definitely look for and find
other means to express themselves, opting for less appropriate forms of expression such as
tattooing and piercing. I also consider uniforms a financial load for under-privileged families,
especially when a family has more than one school child.

Question:

• Does personality affect how people choose what to wear?

Answer:

• Does personality affect how people choose what to wear?Definitely yes. I am more than sure
that the clothes people choose are an influential ‘tell’ of their personalities as they project
the self image people want to display. For example, if people are shy and too afraid to draw
attention to themselves, they might wear only neutrals and devoid of accessories and, vice
versa, if they have positive thoughts and dynamic personality, they are more likely to opt for
bright coloured clothes.

Question:

• What kinds of clothes should people wear at work?

Answer:

• I guess it depends on the position they hold and the company they work for. In some companies
employees are allowed to dress freely or casually for comfort, which mostly works in a creative
work environment. However, companies in which employees continuously deal with clients and
business partners, as a rule, need a dress code to maintain a work-related image. If a person
holds a top-level position, they should wear so called boardroom attire. It is a tailored suit in
a solid neutral colour with a white collared button-up shirt and a modest tie and closed-toe
oxfords for men and a perfect fit pant suit or skirt suit in a conservative neutral colour with a
white collared button-up shirt, conservative accessories and closed-toe heels in a neutral colour
for women. A bit less formal, business professional clothing is just the same spick and span
and traditional, though a little bit more loose so far as colour or pattern are concerned. The
most common dress code is business casual letting employees add spice to their office wear,
giving more choice in colour and accessories.

Question:

• What kinds of clothes do people wear after work?

• What clothes do you like?
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Answer:

• Well, to my mind, it depends on where people spend this time after work. If they first go to
the gym or play tennis and then meet friends for a cup of tea or just to have a chat, they
can have jogging suits or warm-ups or any other active casual clothes on. If they plan to have
an informal dinner with friends in some upscale restaurant, then girls can put on some blouse
or turtle-neck, crisp jeans and a fashionable belt as well as flats or mid-heel shoes and men
some long-sleeve shirt and dress trousers with a tipped belt and leather loafers. If people go
to some event in an art gallery or theatre and then to dinner with friends, they should stick
to dressy casual attire like a dress or coordinated separates in semi-dressy fabrics for women
and a dress or silk sport shirt and dress trousers for men. The shoes should take on a dressier
tone both for male and female. If somebody just plans to run errands or go for a massage,
they can wear something like cotton pants and a button-down or polo-style shirt with some
sneaker-type shoes just to feel comfortable.

Question:

• When should people wear formal clothes?

• Do people wear formal clothes more often than before?

Answer:

• When should people wear formal clothes?Well, I guess they should opt for formal clothes
when they want to boost self-confidence, promote self-respect and draw the right kind of
attention.They should also do it when they want to motivate themselves to get things done,
achieve more and improve their ability to see the bigger picture and make astute financial
decisions. Well, and of course, when dress-code demands it.

• Do people wear formal clothes more often than before?I think I can say so as more and more
people want to be successful and send a message that they are professional. Formal clothes are
a great helper in this. They also help people feel powerful and leave a good first impression,
which gives them a competitive edge. To my mind, this explains why people wear business
clothes more often than before.

Question:

• On what occasions should people wear uniforms? (no answers yet)

• Should companies ask for employees’ opinions about the design of uniforms? (no answers yet)

Answer:

• coming soon

Weather

Question:

• Does weather affect your mood?
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Answer:

• Definitely ’yes’. My mood always changes together with the weather. The warmer and sunnier
it is outside, the more positive thinking and the better mood I have. Warmer temperatures
also lower my anxiety and scepticism and bring me up if I feel depressed or tired. But wind or
not enough sun make me feel low and indifferent and rain makes it hard for me to concentrate,
increasing sleepiness and fatigue. In spring and summer I am always on the go, setting goals
and taking efforts to achieve them, while in autumn and winter I am much less active, focusing
more on myself and my family deals.

Question:

• Does weather have any impact on people’s daily activities?

Answer:

• Oh, I guess weather has a big impact on people. It has an impact on what people wear, what
mode of transport they use, how they spend a day ’cause general physical and mental state,
mood, emotions and even thoughts can differ depending on the weather. Being aware of the
weather, people can also decide on what to eat and drink, if to do sport inside or outside and
if to indulge in some activities and hobbies demanding attentiveness, concentration and ability
to grasp new things.

Question:

• Where can people get weather reports?

Answer:

• Well, I guess these days people can find the information about weather in a variety of sources.
The most comfortable way to learn a weather forecast is with a help of a phone’s default
weather app. It takes you just a couple of seconds to open a necessary app and become aware
of what weather is waiting for you in the coming week. It’s also possible to get weather details
on local TV news, specific websites, in newspapers, on the radio and even in newsletters, but
these ways are more time-consuming if compared with your phone’s weather application.

Question:

• How do weather reports affect people’s life?

• Why are people interested in the weather?

Answer:

• To my mind, weather reports can make people’s lives much easier by helping them to make a
wise choice about what to wear, what mode of transport to use, how to spend a day, taking
into account general physical and mental state, mood, emotions and even thoughts which can
differ depending on the weather. Being aware of the weather, people can also decide on what
to eat and drink, if to do sport inside or outside and if to indulge in some activities and hobbies
demanding attentiveness, concentration and ability to grasp new things.

Question:

• What do people do on rainy days and sunny days?
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Answer:

• Well, rainy days are usually much more inactive than sunny ones. When it rains, people tend
to sleep more, pamper themselves with a soothing bubble bath or a cup of hot tea with honey
and lemon. They also like to get immersed in the hobby such as knitting or embroidering or
have a deep long talk with their sweethearts. But sunny days are usually full of energy and
positive emotions that’s why on these days people usually opt for having a picnic with family
and friends, playing outdoor games, riding exciting roller coasters or enjoying some fun water
activities.

Question:

• Has climate change affected your country?

Answer:

• Unfortunately, it has. Four major biophysical climate change impacts on China’s environment
are melting glaciers, rising sea levels, biodiversity loss and an increase in natural disasters
such as heat waves, intense rainfall, snow avalanches, dust storms and landslides. All of them
influence not only harvests or water supplies but also people’s health, due to changes in air
and water quality, and the ecology of infectious diseases, sometimes even causing mortality.

Question:

• What do you wear when it’s cold outside?

Answer:

• What do you wear when it’s cold outside?Well, when it’s freezing cold outside I usually put on
the warmest clothes I have. These can be a long-sleeved sweater, a cardigan or a turtleneck on
top, and a pair of warm tights or leggings under pants or jeans on the bottom. On my feet, I
usually go for some fur-lined booties or snow boots. For my outer layer, I normally opt either
for one of my parkas or a fur-coat depending on where I go that day. Lastly, I accessorize my
look with warm gloves, a scarf and either earmuffs or a hat.

Question:

• Why do people need to wear thick clothes when it’s cold outside?

Answer:

• Why do people need to wear thick clothes when it’s cold outside?Oh, I guess because of their
ability to keep the heat in and, as a result, keep people warm. It is absolutely impossible
to survive in cold conditions without having warm clothes on because of cooling down fast,
so wearing thick clothes is the only way for people to protect themselves against the coldest
conditions.

Question:

• When it’s rainy outside, how can people go to work?

Answer:

• When it’s rainy outside, how can people go to work?Well, I guess almost the same way they
usually do it. But before they leave home they should get ready for wet weather. I mean they
should put on a raincoat and rain boots, and take an umbrella with them. In case people can’t
stand getting wet, they can call a taxi or ask their friend, neighbour or relative to give them
a lift to work. Rain is not an obstacle, so I don’t see any problem with getting to work when
it rains.
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Question:

• Why do people wear hats on sunny days?

Answer:

• Why do people wear hats on sunny days?Well, people wear hats in the sun to ward off the
sun’s harmful rays and protect their hair, eyes and skin from ultraviolet radiation. I guess it’s
the only reason why they do it. Though, some people can also use summer hats to diversify
their look, but it’s the secondary cause not the primary one.

Question:

• What’s the weather usually like in your hometown?

Answer:

• What’s the weather usually like in your hometown?Oh, the weather in my hometown is charac-
terised by warm dry summers and fairly severe snowy winters. It is very sunny and relatively
hot in summertime with the temperatures soaring up to 30 - 35 degrees Celsius as maxi-
mum. Most rain occurs in early spring and late autumn making the second half of April, May,
September and the first half of October the most comfortable and pleasant months of the year.
The lowest temperatures in wintertime are minus 20 - 25 degrees Celsius but they never last
longer than a couple of days.

Question:

• Why do people do different kinds of sport in different weather? (no answers yet)

• What weather do people like in your country? (no answers yet)

• Do people in your country talk about weather when they meet for the first time? (no answers
yet)

Answer:

• coming soon
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