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Which of the following essential nutrients is
considered to be Macro nutrient? (IBPS AFO
2019-20)

e K

e Fe

e Mn

e B

e /N

Ans. K
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Answer with Explanation

Essential elements required for Plant

Growth
Macronutrients Micronutrients
(>100 pug/g dry matter) (<100 pg/g dry
matter)
Carbon (C) Iron (Fe)
Hydrogen (H) Manganese (Mn)
Oxygen (O) Boron (B)
Nitrogen (N) Molybdenum (Mo)
(Primary nutrient)
Phosphorus (P) Copper (Cu)
(Primary nutrient)
Potassium (K) Zinc (Zn)
(Primary nutrient)
(IBPS AFO 2019-20)
Calcium (Ca) Chlorine (Cl)
(Secondary nutrient)
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Magnesium (Mg) Nickel (N1i)
(Secondary nutrient)

Sulphur (S) Cobalt (Co)
(Secondary nutrient) (Beneficial)
- Sodium (Na)
(Beneficial)

- Silicon (S1)
(Beneficial)

Macro or Major Nutrients:
They are the nutrients utilized by the plants

in relatively large amounts (quantity) for
their growth and development.

Eg: C,H.O.N, P, K, Ca, Mg and S (C, H and
O are abundantly present in the atmosphere
and need not be applied through
fertilizers).

Micronutrients:
»The nutrients which are required by
plants in relatively smaller quantities for
their growth and development, but these
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are equally important and essential to
plants as macronutrients.

»>They are also called as trace/rare/nano
elements.

»These include Fe, Mn, Zn, Cu, B, Mo, Cl
and Ni.
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