
Grade12HistoryUnitNine
AfricanNationalliberationmovementsandIndependencesince1945

9.1PanallAfricanism :-expressedtwomainideas

A.adesireforAfricanunity

B.fomenting(initiate)asenseofunityamongallblackpeoplesoftheworld.

 ItstartedoutsideAfricanorwhichmeansin(AmericaandCaribbean)

 ThefirstpanAfricancongresswasheldinLondonin1900

o OrganizedbyH.SylvesterWilliams

o Theparticipantsmainlycamefrom AmericaandwestIndies

 DU.Bois:-wasthefatherofpanAfricanism

 Thedifferenceb/nDu.BoisandMarcusGarvey

 DuBois:-MaintainedthatblacksoutsidesAfricashouldstrugglefortherespect

oftheirrightsinthecountriestheylivedin

 Garvey:-InsistedthattheonlyfutureforblacksinAmericaandthewestindies

wastoreturntoAfrica.Andheorganizeda“BacktoAfrica”Movement,then

“UniversalNegroImprovementAssociation”establishedbyGarveyin1914.

 TheFifthpan–AfricancongresswasheldinManchesterin1945This

conferencewasveryimportantbecauseoftworeasons

A.Africansfrom thecontinentparticipated.ExampleKwameNkrumahof

Ghanan,andJomoKenyattaofKenya

B.TheconferenceseriouslydemandedtheindependentofAfrica

9.2Nationalliberationmovements

SeveralfactorsaffectedtheNatureofnationalliberationmovementsinAfrica

 Attitudes

 Politicaltraditionsofcolonialpowers

 PoliticalexperienceofAfricannationalities

 TheWestAfricawhereboththeFrenchandtheBritishhadcolonies

independencewasachievedfairlyandsmoothlybecause



o InwestAfricahadnowhitesettlers

o NationalistmovementinwestAfricahadbetterexperiencesandhadlong

history

 TheindependentmovementinBritishwestAfricaWasespeciallystronginthe

GoldcoastandNigeria.Because:-bothhadstrongleadersNKrumach(Ghana)

andNnandiAzikwe(Nigeria).

o Onmarch6.1959.Goldcoastachievedisindependencefrom adoptthe

newGhanaunderNkrumah

o October1,1960Nigeriaachievedindependent–underAzikwe

o SierraLeone,becameindependentonApril27,1961

o GambiaOnFebruary18,1964.

 Frenchallowedareferendum tobeconductedintheircoloniesofwestAfrica

since1958afterGeneralCharlesdeGaullebecameFrenchpresidentandFrench

constitutionwasissuedatthesameyear.

o Theyweretochoosebetweenvoting“Yes”andbecamingautonomous

republicisnFrendrcommunityorvoting“NO”becamingindependent

butsideit.

o Whosewhochose“NO”wouldlostFranceeconomicandtechnical

assistance

Ex:-GuineaConacreVoted“NO”,itlostedanyassistancefrom French=.

- SekouTourebecamepresident

 1960itwastheyearofAfrica.AllFrenchcoloniesinwestAfricaachievedtheir

independence

Ex:Cameroon.Togo,Dahome(Benin).Niger,UpperVolta(BurkinaFaso).Ivory

Coast.Chad,CentralAfricanRepublic,MiddleCongo(Republicofcongo-

Brazzaville),Gabon,Senegal,FrenchSudan(Mali)andMauritania.

 TheFrenchcoloniesinNorthAfricaachievedtheirindependencethrough

Violentarmedstrugglebecausetheexistenceofalargenumberofwhitesettlers.

EX.Algeria–ItbecameFrenchcolonysince1830

- ThedefeatofFranceinIndochinain1954initiatedAlgeriansto



struggletheirindependence.

- Largenumberofwhitesettlers

- Thewarofindependencewasstartedin1954

- TheirstrongestnationalistwasBenBella.Amanwholaterbecame

thefirstpresidentofAlgeria.

- NationalliberationFront/FLN/wasestablished

 Itgotsupportform Egypt,Morocco,TunisiaandArableague

 OntheFrenchside.ItorganizedthesecretArmywhichtargetedforattackall

whofavouredtheindependenceofAlgeria

 Evianagreement–signedb/nAlgeria(FLN)andFrenchendedtheAlgerianwar

andonJuly1.1962algeriabecameindependent

 ThePortuguesecolonies

- Theliberationmovementsbeganinearly1960’s

- Angola,MozambiqueandGuineaBissauwereexamplesofviolent

struggleforliberation.AngolaandMozambiquewerebitter(had

largenumberofwhitesetlers)

- ThereplacementofCaetanobyAntoniodeSpinolabycouphelped

theindependencemovementofportuguescloniesinAfrica

a.InAngolaledbyMPLA,gotsupportfrom Guinea(Popular

MovementforliberationofAngola)

-AgostinoNetowastheleader,anditachievedindependencein

1976

b.InMozambiqueledbyFRELIMOgotsupportfrom tantania&

Zambiais1976underitsleaderwasSamoraMachel.Mozambique

achievedtheirindependencein1975underSamoraMachel

c.GuineaBissauachievedtheirindependencein1975.

BritishEastAfricaColonyofKenya

-Wasanotherexampleofaviolentstruggle



-Ithadlargenumberofwhitesettlers

-ColonizedbyBritishsince1895

-ThewhitesettlerswereabletoownalmostallfetilehighlandsofKenya

-In1920’stheyformedcalledKikuyucentralAssociationandtheystruggledfortheir

independenceuntiltheendofworldwarsecond.

-TheMauMauRebellionwasstartedafterWWIIinKenya

-Theyusedviolentmeansofstruggle

-But,theRebellionwasdefeatedin1960

Finally,Kenyaachievedtheirindependencein1963underthepoliticalpartycalled

KANU(KenyaAfricaNationalunion)andJomoKenyatabecameitsfirstpresident.

 OtherAfricancountriesalsoachievedtheirindependencethroughviolentor

non–violent

-Sudan(1956)from British

-BritishandItalianSomaliland(1960)

-FrenchSomalilandorDjibouti(1977)

Processofindependencecontinueduntilearly1990’swhenNamibiabecomein
dependentandapartheidpolicyintheRepublicofsouthAfricawasdestroyed

OAU–itsideacomefrom panAfricanism

- Accrameting-itwasinApril1958Nkrumahinvitedallindependent

Africancountries(Ghana,Egypt,Sudan,Tunisia,MoroccoLibya

LiberiaandEthiopia)participated”

Thisconferencewasimportantb/c

1.28non–independentcountrieswereparticipated

2.theresolutionoftheconferencebecamecornerstonasforOAU

Themaindifferenceb/nCasablancaandMonroviaGroups

a)Casablanca–ConsistedGhanaGuinea,MaliAlgeria,EgyptandMorocco
-ledbyKWAMENkrumah–andtheywereanti-western
-creationofsingleAfricanstates,(unifiedAfricaunderonegovernment

andoneheadofstate),eachAfricanstatesgivingupitssovereignty.

b)Monrovia–consistedsierraLeoneLiberiaNigeria,TogoEthiopiaandLibya



i.theyconsideredaspro–western

ii.theywanted“Functionalcooperationratherthan
integration

 FinallyOAU,wasformedinmay1963inAddisAbaba.Itsfoundingconferencewas
heldinAddisAbaba31,independentstatedsignedthecharter.

BodyorgansofOAU

1.Assemblyoftheheadofstateandgovernment/presidentandp.minister)

 Thehighestorgan

 Metatleastonceayear

2.councilofministers(foreignministers)

- Mettwiceayear

- Preparedagendaforannualmeetingsoftheheadofstatesand
government

3.Generalsecretariat

- itsheadquarterwasinAddisAbaba

- Themostimportantorgan

- ItdidmostoftheworkofOAU

- ThefirstGeneralsecretarywasaGuinean.DialloTelli

- Hadvariouscommissionsofsocial,economic,educational,health
andnutritionalproblems

 SuccessesofOAU–Borderdisputeshavebeensettled

- Assistedtheliberationmovementsofnon-independentnations

 FailurityofOAU:-ThereweredifferenceinofficiallanguagesusedbyAfrican
states

- Manystatesweremembersofothernon–AfricanorganizationlikeArab
LeagueE.g.Egypt.

 The36thOAUsummit,heldinAlgiersin2000andtheydecidedtotransform the
OAU toAU.Finallyin2002OAUChangedtoAUinsouthAfrica.

ContemporaryAfrica
 Isthepost-colonialperiodofAfricamainlyfrom 1963



 Itwascharacterizedbylackofpoliticalstability,Irresponsibleandundemocratic
governance,onepartyrule,corruption,poverty,Coupdetat(E.g1962Habib
Borgiba,1963,FulbertyyouLouofcongoBrazzayille,BenBella,Nigeria,Ghana
,Libya(KingIdris)andUganda(MiltonObotebyIdiAmin)

 Inpre–colonialperiodthepoliticaltraditionofAfricawastheruleofkingsand
chefswhoexercisedunlimitedpower.Attimeofindependence,thegreat
majorityofAfricanpeopleswhereIlliterate

 SourcesoftheAfricanstatesconflictswereethnicallyverydiverse,their

economyhadbeenlackofdiversityandothers
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