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UNITTHREE

THEMAKINGOFTHEMODERNETHIOPIANEMPIRE,1855-1935

3.1.RiseoftheModernEthiopianEmpire

3.1.1.AttemptatReunificationThroughtheUseofForce,1855-1868

 Theperiodofnationalcrisis/ZemeneMesafint/EraofLordscametoanendwiththe

riseofKasaHayluwhowascrownedTewodrosIIin1855.

 Asachildhegrewupinthecareofhishalf-brotherDejazmachKinfu.

 AsayoungmanhewasdeniedgovernorshipoverhisfamilyfiefthedistrictofQuara.

 FollowingthedeathofKinfu,Kasabecameabanditontwooccasionsinthesameregion

wherehelaterfoughtagainstEgyptiantroops.In1848,atthebattleofDebarqi,Kasa

Hailusufferedtheonlyseriousdefeatinhisearlycareer.

 ThisdefeatinthehandsofEgyptiansshapedtheattitudeofthefutureTewodroswith

regardtoforeignpolicy,disciplineandmodernfirearms.

 HispersistentchallengestotheregimeinGondarresultedinapoliticalmarriagewith

TewabechAli,daughteroftheguardianandthelastoftheYejuOromoRas-Bitwodeds..

 HewasfollowedforcefulmeasurementstounifyEthiopia.Thefirstmilitaryexpedition

forpoliticalreunificationwasdirectedagainsttheregionofWollolastedforsixmonths

anditwastooharsh.

 ThecampaigninWollowasfollowedbyanotherseriouswarwiththeautonomous

Kingdom ofShoa,whichlastedforfivemonths.

 InNovember1855,TewodrosreturnedtoMaqdalawiththebeliefthathehadsettled

mattersinShoa.However,localrivalsrebelledagainstahand-pickedappointeeof

Tewodros,Meridazmach HaileMichael,and from 1865 onwardsShoaregained its

independencewithKingMenelik,whohadescapedfrom Maqdelainthatyear.

 TheinitialmilitaryvictoriesofTewodrosdidnotresultinpoliticalstabilityandeffective,

centralcontrol.

 Localdynastiesdidnotwanttolosetheirtraditionaleconomic,militaryandpolitical

autonomy.

 Hetreatedrebelliousregionsveryharshly,punishingmostcommonlywiththecutting

offcaptives’limbs,burninghousesandharveststoashesandlootingthelocalpeople.

 Thecumulativeeffectofwhichwasacompletefailureofhispolicyofunification.
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FallofTewodrosII:reasonsforhisfallwere:

1.Oppositionfrom thechurch:

 Duetoreducethenumberofpriestsanddeaconstotwoorthree.

 Duetoreducethechurchland

 Duetoincreasethetaxe

 PrisonedBishopAbuneSelamawhodiedinprisonthreeyearslater.

2.Oppositionfrom regionallords

3.Hisdesiretobuildmodernarm madereviledwiththeBritish:hegatheredtheEuropean

missionerstobuildmodernarmyandtheytriedtobuildlikeSebastapolfoundinGafat.

 ThebritishsenttheirmilitaryexpeditionledbySirRobertNapiertoMeqdellainthelast

of1867andfoughtatthebattleofErogeinApril1868andEthiopiansdefeatedinthe

battleasaresultEmperorTewodroscommittedsuicideon13April1868.

 ReformsofTewodrosII

1.Hetriedtostopdivisionswithinthechurch

2.Stoptheslavetrade

3.Banditryandlootingofpeasantsbytroops

4.Triedtostoppolygamyandothersocialevils.

5.Triedtobuildmodernarmy

3.1.2.NewApproachtoBuildingImperialPower,1872-1889

 EmperorTakla-Giorgis(1868-71)hadcontrolofthecentralAmhararegions,buthedid

notexercisepowerovertherivalregionsofTigrayandShoa.

 HisattempttoextendhiscontroloverTigrayendedinhisowndefeatatthebattleof

Assam inJuly1871.HewasdefeatedandcapturedbyKasaMerchalatercrownedas

YohannesIVin1872.

 Hetried reunificationbydirectingmilitaryexpeditionsagainsttheregionsofGondar,

Gojjam,Yeju,andHamasenbutgotonlytemporarythesubmission

 Yohanneswasflexible/followedpseudofederalism anddidnotoftenfightrepeated

warswiththesameregionsandhemadepeacewithAdalandrecognizedhisauthority

overGojjam.Bysodoing,theemperorturnedanenemyintoafriend.Adalwasrewarded

bybeingcrownedasKingofGojjam andKefa,withthenameTaklaHaymanotinJanuary
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1881.

 Hewasreadytosharepowerwithregionallords,inasfarastheyrecognizedhisover

lordshipexamplewithMenelikofShoa.

 Menelikwascallinghimselfkingofkings,expandinghisterritoriestowardsWolloand

contactingforeigncountriesindependently.Healsodidnotpaytributetotheemperor.

 YohannesandMenelikwasresolvedbytheLecheAgreementof20March1878.That

dealsabout:

1.MenelikagreedtopaytributetoYohannes

2.dropthetitlekingofkingsandtouseonlythetitlekingofShoa

3.tostophisindependentdealingswithforeigners

4.MeneliktoruleWolloandShoa

5.Tohelpeachotheragainstcommonenemies.Bythispeacefularrangement

 However,YohanneswasnotabletowintheabsoluteloyaltyofMenelikpreparehimself

totaketheimperialthroneforhimself.EvenTakla-Haymanotdidnotremainloyalto

Yohannesthroughouthisreign.

 In1888bothMenelikandTakla-Haymanotplotagainsttheemperor.Thatwasatatime

whentheemperorwastroubledbythedoublethreatofItalianaggressionandMahdist

hostilityinthenorthandNorthWestrespectively.

 YohannesgotpermanentcontroloverShoathroughhisproxy,Menilikandcontrol,of

territoriesasfarasthesouthwesternprovincesofpresent-dayEthiopia,inadditionto

theoldcentralandNorthernprovinces.

 ButYohanniswasharshinreligiousissues.

1.HedeclaredorthodoxasstatedreligionattheBorumedaCouncilinMay1878.

2.HeorderedallMuslim toconvertintoChristianityunderthethreatofpersecutionand

confiscationofproperty.

3.1.3.ResistancetoEgyptianandMahdistAggressions

 Itcamefrom severaldirections;Egypt,MahdistSudanandItaly.

 EgyptembarkedonavigorousexpansionintotheHornofAfrica,whichincludedEthiopia

asthesourceoftheBlueNile.
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 Thusin1821EgyptoccupiedSudan.

 AsthesourceoftheBlueNile,Ethiopiawasalsovictim ofEgyptianexpansion

 Ethio-EgyptianconflictswereintensifiedduringthereignofEmperorTewodros.In1865

theEgyptianstookoverthepossessionoftheportofMassawafrom theOttomanTurks

onthebasisofaleasecontract.TheEgyptiansthenbegantocollectheavytaxesfrom

Ethiopian merchants and blocked the importoffirearms.Even worse,from 1872

onwardsEgyptiantroopsbegantoadvanceintoandcontrolotherRedSeaportsand

coastalregions,aswellastheborderprovincesofMatammaandBogos.

 ThethenrulerofEgypt,KhediveIsmail(1863-79),intensifiedthetraditionalEgyptian

expansiontoamoreaggressiveattemptatoccupationofallEthiopia.

 KhediveIsmailwasabletogetsupportfrom Europeanpowersusingthesearguments.

Indeed,thestrategicsignificanceofEgypt,duetothenewlyopenedSuezCanalin1869,

wasmoreattractivetoEuropeansthanChristianEthiopia.

 TheportsoftheGulfofAdenandMassawaservedaslaunchingpadsforthethree-front

invasionofEthiopiabyEgyptiantroopsin1875.

 AnEgyptianarmycommandedbyMohammedRaufPashaoccupiedtheMuslim City

StateofHararinOctober1875withverylittledifficulty.

 A Swiss-Germannamed WernerMunzinger,oftenreferred to asthearchitectof

EgyptianaggressioninEthiopia,advancedtothecenterfrom thedirectionofTadjura.

However,Munzingerandhisarmyofabout500men,wereambushedanddestroyedby

theAfarpeopleontheirwaytoShoa.

 AnotherverywellarmedEgyptiancontingentledbyaDanishcolonel,Arendrup,moved

intotheinteriorMerebMelashregionfrom theportofMassawa.BylateOctober1875

hisarmyhadreachedthebanksofriverMereb.

 YohanneswrotealettertoEgyptandotherEuropeancountriestowithdrawtheEgyptian

troopsfrom theEthiopianbordersbutnoonecanrespondpositively.

 On23October1875,heissuedamobilizationorder.Incommandof20,000troops,

EmperorYohannescrossed theRiverMereb.On16 Novemberhefoughtwiththe

EgyptianarmyatthebattleofGundet.Abouttwohoursofeffectiveattackonthe

encircledEgyptiantroopsresultedinaninstantvictoryforEthiopians.ColonelArendrup

andabout1320Egyptiantroopswerekilledinthebattle.

 KhediveIsmailbeganpreparationsforanotherattackonEthiopiatoavengehisearlier

setback.The following year,about15,000 well-armed Egyptian troops underthe

commandofMohammedRatibandtheAmericanGeneralLoringinvadedEthiopian

territoriesinthenorth.ThusthesecondEthio-Egyptianbattlewasfoughton7-9March
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1876ataplaceknownasGura,notfarfrom Gundet.ThebattleofGuraresultedinheavy

lossesonbothsides,butonceagainvictorywenttoEthiopians.Withthelossofabout

3500deadand2500takenasprisoners,thesurvivingEgyptiantroopsretreated.

 From theearly1880s,however,EgyptsoughtadiplomaticalliancewithEthiopia.Two

eventsaccountedforthischangeofstand.

 Firstly,EgyptfelltoBritishoccupationin1882.

 Secondly,theriseofareligiousrevivalistandnationalistmovementinthe

Sudanbythe,Mahadists,begantodismantleEgyptiancontrolofthatcountry.

 TothisendaBritishenvoy.Rear–AdmiralSirWilliam Hewettsignedatreaty,later

calledtheHewettTreaty,withYohanneson3June1884.TheHewettTreatyisalso

known,from thenameoftheplacewhereitwassigned,astheAdwaTreaty.Itendedthe

Ethio-Egyptian conflictthrough British diplomatic intervention.The firsttwo major

articlesofthistreatypromisedtoEthiopiafree-transitviatheportofMassawaand

restorationofoccupiedregionstoEthiopiafollowingthewithdrawalofEgyptiantroops.

Bythethirdarticle,EthiopiapromisedtofacilitatetheevacuationoftheEgyptiantroops

from theirencircledpositionineasternSudan,throughEthiopianterritorytoMassawa,

andthentoEgypt.

 Itpromisedrestorationofoccupiedregionsandopeningaseaoutlet.Yohannesthus

chosetobecomeanallyofEgypt.ButthisearnedEthiopiaaseriousenemy,Mahdistsof

theSudan.ForYohannes,whatheneededfurtherwasBritishdiplomaticsupportto

restoretheportofMassawatoEthiopia.YohanneswrotetoQueenVictoriaofEngland

tohelphim getbackMassawa.

 YohannesorderedRasAlulatorescuetheEgyptianarmytrappedintheSudan.

 RasAlulaaccomplishedhismissionfightingwithMahdisttroopsatthebattleofKufitin

January1885.

 Egyptonlypartlyfulfilledherpromise.BogoswasreturnedtoEthiopia,butMassawa

washandedtoItaly.Egyptiantroopsalsowithdrewfrom Tajura,ZeilaandBerbera.

 TheBritish,whohadalreadybeenincontrolofAdensince1839,occupiedtheportsof

ZeilaandBerbera.TheyexpandedintotheinteriorandcreatedtheircolonyofBritish

Somaliland.TheFrenchdidthesameandformedtheircolonyofFrenchSomalilandby

expanding from their1862 possession ofObock.The portofAssab which was

purchasedbyaprivateItalianShippingCompany(theRubbatinoCompany)in1869had

alreadybeentakenbythegovernmentofItalyin1882.

 Againstthe claim ofYohannes and in violation ofthe HewettTreaty,the British

governmentsecretlyinvitedItalytooccupyMassawa.ItalytookcontrolofMassawa

whentheEgyptiansleftiton5February1885.Evenworse,itblockedimportofarmsto
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Ethiopia,collectedheavycustomsdutiesandbegantoexpandintothehighlandregion

ofMareb,MelashofpresentdayEritrea.

 But,in1888theMahdists,again,startedattacksthroughthewesternborders.The

dangerintensified in 1889.And Yohannesturned towardstheMahdistthreatand

marchedtoMatamma.

 Warbecameinevitable,andon9March1889theEthiopianarmyandtheMahdist

troops orAnsars foughtatthe battle ofMatamma.Despite initialsuccess the

Ethiopianslostthebattle,becauseYohanneswasfatallywounded and hisarmy

retreated.Yohannesdiedthenextday.

3.2.ImperialExpansiontotheSouth,South-WestandSouth-East

o BothTewodrosIIandYohannesIVuseddifferentapproachestoachievetheirgoalsof

nationalreunification.WhileTewodrosfailed,Yohanneswasrelativelysuccessfulin

buildinganempirewithregionaldynastiesenjoyinginternalautonomy.

o TheprocessofEthiopianempireformationwashowever,completedunderEmperor

MenelikII.

o Menelik’sexpansionwasdirectedagainstindependentpeoplesandstatesintheareaof

presentsouthwestern,southernandsoutheasternEthiopia.

o Asacontenderforthethronefortwodecades,Menelikneededtobuilduphismilitary

muscle through conquestofthe prosperous regions ofsouthern Ethiopia,which

possessedvaluableitemsoftrade.

o TheprocessofMenelik'sexpansionbeganwhenhewasKingofShoa.First,hesubdued

theOromoofShoaintheearly1870s.Then,hisarmygotthepeacefulsubmissionofthe

northernGuragepeopleknownastheKistane.

o ThesituationinsouthernGurage,moreproperlytheSilti,was,however,differentfrom

thatofthenorth.Here,Menelik’sarmyfacedfierceresistancefrom theMuslim Gurage

organizedunderalocalleaderknownasHassanEnjamo.

o TheregionsbeyondtheGibebasinwereaboneofcontentionbetweentherivaltroopsof

the two kings,Menelik ofShoa and Takla-HaymanotofGojjam.As a resultthe

southwesternregionsbecameabattlegroundforthetworivalkings.Afteraminorclash

betweentheirtroopsinLimu,adecisivebattlewasfoughtatEmbabo(inWallaga)on6

June1882andTekleHaymanotdefeatedatthebattle.
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o AbaJiffarIIofJimma,JoteTuluofLeqaQellam andKumsaMorodaofLeqaNaqamte

belongtothelistoflocalrulerswhosubmittedpeacefullywiththeirlocalautonomy

respected,intheyears1882-84.

o Onthecontrary,thecampaignsofMenelik’sarmyinthesouthandsoutheasternregions

wereverycostlyandbloody.TheregionofArsiwassubduedin1886afterfouryearsof

struggle,duringwhichsixunsuccessfulmilitaryexpeditionsweresentagainstthat

region.

o ThefinalbattleofAzulewaswonbythearmyofRasDarge,thecousinofMenelik,due

mainlytoitssuperiorityinthepossessionofmodernfirearms.

o ThefateoftheEmirateofHararwasnoexception.Itwassubduedafterthebloody

battlefoughtbetweenthearmyofMenelikandEmirAbdullahiatChalanqo,earlyin

January1887.

o ExpansiontothesouthwasalsosoughtasasolutiontothedevastatingGreatFamine

(1889-92)alsoknownbythenameKefuQan,whichhadseriouslyafflictedthenorthern

andcentralregionsofEthiopia.Theimmediatecauseofthefamineisattributedtoa

cattledisease,calledrinderpest,importedwithinfectedcattlefrom India.

o TheconquestofWolaytain1894wasoneofthebloodiestofthecampaignsofMenelik

undertheirkingKawoTona,defendedWolaytafrom thecombinedarmyofnotablewar

leadersofMeneliksuchasRasMichael,FitawrariGebayehu,LiqaMakwasAbate,

DejachBalcha,RasWolda-GiorgisandAbaJifarII.KawoTonawaswoundedand

capturedtobecomeaprisonerfortherestofhislife.

o In1897theoldKingdom ofKaffawasincorporatedaftergreatbloodshedinthewar

betweenthelocalpeople,undertheirrulerTatoGekiSerecho,andthearmyofMenelik

underRasWoldeGiorgis.

o Thesupportoflocalrulersofnewlyincorporatedregionsinthefollowingconquestsof

MenelikwasalsoevidentintheconquestofAssosa,BeniShangulandKomoshaareas

alongtheEthio-Sudaneseborder.

o Theincorporationofthesouthern,southwesternandsoutheasternregionsinvolvedboth

peacefulsubmissionthroughpersuasionanddevastatingwarsofconquest.

o Thepoliticalstabilitythatfollowedtheestablishmentofanexpandedempirefacilitated

therevivaloflocalandforeigntrade.

o AddisAbabawasfoundedbyEmpressTaytuinNovember1886,andbecamethe

centreofgovernmentandeconomicactivities.

3.3.ItalianAggressionagainstEthiopiaandtheBattleofAdwa

3.3.1.FirstStrongholdsofItalyinEthiopia
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 TheItalianGovernmenttookcontrolofAssabfrom theRusbatinoShippingCompanyin

1882.Then,in1885ItalyoccupiedMassawa,andbeganattemptstopenetrateintothe

interiorfrom thecoast.

 On26January1887Alula,ataplacecalledDogali,crushedanItaliancontingent

consistingofabout500Italiansoldiers,whichweregoingasreinforcementstotheSaati

fortressthathehadattemptedtoattack.

 Withinafew weeks,about80,000menfollowedYohannesonhismarchacrossthe

MerebrivertofighttheItaliansattheirfortressofSaatiinMarch1888.TheSaati

confrontationdidnotturntoactualfighting,however,becausetheItaliansrefusedto

comeoutoftheirfortifiedpositionandmeettheEthiopianarmyintheopenfield.A

deadlockwascreatedthatlastedforamonth.

3.3.2.TheBirthoftheItalianColonyofEritrea

 TreatyofWuchale,signedbetweenEmperorMenelikandtheItalianenvoyCountPietro

Antonellion2May1889

 TreatyofCommerceandFriendshipwassignedbetweenKingMenelikandAntonelliof

ItalyinOctober1883.

 ThethirdItalo-Shoantreatycamein1887,followingtheDogaliIncidentwhenItalians

neededthehelpofMenelikmorethanheneededtheirs.

 TheWuchaleTreatywasdraftedbyAntonelliandsignedbyMenelikandAntonelliin

May1889,inMenelik’scurrentcamp,inWollo.TheTreatyofWuchalehadtwenty

articles,butthe two verysignificantones in terms oftheircontribution to the

subsequentItalo-EthiopianconflictswerearticlesIIIandXVII.

 ArticleIII,delimitedtheboundarybetweenItalian-occupiedregionsofMerebMelashand

therestofEthiopia.ThevillagesofArafaili,Segeneiti,Asmara,AdiYohanis-from eastto

west-servedasaboundarylinefortheItalianpossessionsandArticle17wasanother

issuewhiletranslatingtoAmharic.

 Indeed,againsttheprotestofMenelik,theItaliansoccupiedthewholeregionasfaras

theMerebriver,whichtheydeclaredastheircolonyofEritreaon1January1890.

3.3.3.ItalianAmbitionovertheRestofEthiopia

 TheyusedacalculatedcontradictionintheAmharicandItalianversionofArticleXVIIof

theWuchaleTreaty.TheAmharicversionofthisarticlereadsthatEthiopiacanusethe

helpofItalyinherdiplomaticrelationswithotherEuropeanpowers.However,the

ItaliantextcontainedanobligatorycommitmentofEthiopiatousethegoodofficesof

ItalyforherrelationswithEurope;andtherebyitdeniedEthiopiahersovereignty.

 InApril1891hedispatchedacircularlettertoallEuropeanpowers.Heinformedthem
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aboutItaliandiplomaticdishonestyandthathehadnoobligationtorespectItalian

protectoraterights.

 InFebruary1893,Menelikabrogated(cancelled)theTreatyofWuchale.

 Thefirstsignificantblow tothesubversiveplanofItalycameinJune1894,whenRas

MengeshaandRasAlularenewedtheirloyaltytoMenelik.EvenworsefortheItalians,in

December1894,DejazmachBahtaHagos,theirformercollaboratorandgovernorof

AkaleGuzayinEritrea,startedapeasantrebellionagainsttheItalians.Thisrebellionwas

suppressed,butitgavethesparktoanarmedresistancethatfollowedagainstItalian

colonialism.

 RasMengeshaandRasAlulacrossedtheriverMerebandfoughttheItaliansatQoatit

andSenafeearlyin1895.Asarevenge,theItalianarmyinvadedthewholeofTigray,in

September1895.Italyopenlybegantousemilitarymeanstorealizethedream of

becomingacolonialmasteroverEthiopia.

 On17September1895,Menelikissuedamobilizationorderinwhichhestatedthe

Italianunlawfulinvasionofhiscountry.Hegotapositiveresponsefrom hispeople

whichenabledhim toleadanarmyofabout100,000recruitedfrom allclauses,ethnic

groupsand regionsincluding thenewlyconquered areasofsouth,southwestand

southeast.

3.3.4.TheBattleofAdwa

TheBattle

 BeforethefinaldecisiveencounteratAdwa,theItalianandtheEthiopiantroopsfought

attwoplaces.

1.Thefirstbattlewasfoughton7December1895atAmbaAlage,insouthernTigray,

betweenacontingentoftheEthiopianvanguardforceledbyFitawrariGebeyehuand

anItalianforceunderthecommandofMajorToselli.TheItalianswerecompletely

defeatedandlostabout2000troops,includingMajorTosellihimself,from thetotal

of2350Italianstroops.Localsourcessuggest286deadandabout300woundedon

theEthiopianside.Thus,theItalianswereforcedtoretreatnorthwardstotheir

strongfortificationatMekellewhichwasdefendedby4cannons.

2.From 7-21January1896,Mekellewasundersiege.TheItalianarmystationedthere

sufferedagreatdealfrom shortageofwater.TheItalianswereforcedtosurrender

thefortress.MenelikallowedtheItaliansasafeevacuation.

 About20,000troopsformedintofourbrigades,underthesupremecommandofGeneral

OresteBaratieri,werereadyforwar.HalfoftheItaliantroopsconsistedofaskarisfrom

Eritrea.ThreeItalianbrigadeswereledbyGeneralsAlbertone,ArimondiandDabormida

respectively.GeneralAlbertonewasinchargeoftherearguard.
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 SundayMarch1,1896,thedayofcommemorationofSt.George,wasselectedasthe

dateofthemajorbattle,aftertwoweeksoftensionandconfrontationbetweenthe

EthiopianandtheItaliantroops.Anextremenlybloodybattlewasfoughtuntilmid-

afternoon.TheEthiopianarmyfoughtbravelyandscoredasmashingvictory.

ReasonsfortheEthiopianvictoryofAdwawere:

1.Italianfaultyreadingofmaps,

2.falseinformationfrom local“spies”calleddoubleagentBashaAwalom,

3. underestimationofEthiopianunity,

4.wrongmilitarystrategyandpoorleadership

5.topographyofAdwa

TheConsequencesandHistoricalSignificanceoftheAdwaVictory

 ThesovereignstatusofEthiopiagotinternationalrecognition.Thisrecognitionwas

expressedintwoways.

1.Firstly,differentpowersopened theirlegations/EmbassyinAddisAbaba:Italy

(1896),BritainandFrance(1897),theUSA(1903),Germany(1905),etc.

2.Secondly,EuropeanpowerspossessingcoloniesadjacenttoEthiopiadelimitedtheir

respectivecommonboundariesbetweenEthiopiaandtheircolonies,intheyears

from 1897-1908.ThisgavebirthtothepresentshapeofEthiopia.

 Becomethevictoryofblacksagainstthewhite.Therefore,theAdwavictoryhasbeena

symbolofnationalpride.

 Inconsequence,Crispiresignedimmediately.Baratierihadtoleavethearmyandended

upinprison.

 AnItaliandiplomaticmissioncametoEthiopiaandsignedtheTreatyofAddisAbaba

withEmperorMenelikon26October1896.Aimedat:

1.ThetreatyconcludedtheItalio-Ethiopiandispute.

2.ItalyagreedtothecancellationoftheWuchaleTreatyandrecognizedthecomplete

independenceofEthiopia.

3.Ethiopia,too,agreedtothecontinuationofItaliancolonialcontroloverEritreaand

thereleaseofItalianprisonersofwar.

 Britainwasforcedtoreviseherformerpolicyofwaitandseewithregardto
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MahdistSudan (1885-96).As a resultthe British governmenthastened to

conquerSudaninthenameofEgypt,andajointarmyofBritainandEgypt

invadedtheSudanin1896.TheBattleofOmdurman(1898)markedthefallof

the Mahdiststate and the establishmentofthe so-called Anglo-Egyptian

Condominium ruleovertheSudan.

 AsmallFrenchforceunderMarchandandalargeBritishforcefacedeachother

ataplacecalledFashodaintheSudanin1898.BloodshedatFashodaandwar

betweenBritainandFrancewereavoidedbythewithdrawaloftheFrench.

 AnotherexpressionofthevaluegiventoAdwavictoryasatorch-bearerofBlack

Nationaliststruggle wasthe emergence ofreligiousseparatistmovements

collectivelyknownasEthiopianism.

3.4.TheEthiopianEmpireStateinthePost-AdwaPeriod,upto1935

3.4.1.Socio-EconomicConditions

 Relativelytherewasbettersocio-economicdevelopments

 Thegebbarsystem wasdevelopedwhichwasalandholdingpeasantwhohad

topaygibirortributetothestatepaidinkind.

 TheintroductionoflandmeasurementknownasqaladinthesouthernEthiopia

aimedtonotonlyintheappropriationofmuchlandbythestate,butalso

facilitatedprivatizationofland.Thecumulativeeffectoftheexploitativenature

of the modes of surplus appropriation was negative on the economic

developmentofthecountry.It,seriouslyaffectedagriculturalproductivity.

 SlaverywascontinuedinEthiopia.

 Asaresultofslaveryandgebbarsystem,bothinternalandexternalopposition

wasoutbreak.AndthisledtoabolitionofslavetradewhileEthiopiabecomesa

memberofLeagueofNationon31March1924andpaymentinkindchanged

intocash

 TradebecomesanimportantsourceofeconomyinEthiopia.

 TheEmpressTaytualsoopenedthefirsthotelinAddisAbaba,ItegeHotelin

1907.

 Mostoftheroyalclassbecomesbusyinbusiness.

 Urbanizationrelativelybecomesfastdeveloped.
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 Djibouti-AddisAbabarailway,whichreachedAddisAbabain1917thisalsoled

fortheformationofnewcitieslikeDireDawa,NazrethandModjo,

 Modernnoveltiesintroducedintheearly20thcenturyincludedthemotorcar

(1904),printingmachinery(1912)andtheaeroplane(1929).Telegraphand

postalserviceswereintroducedbeforethecloseofthe19thcentury.Ahospital

wasfoundedin1910.

 In1908,thefirstmodernschool,MenelikIISchool,wasopenedinAddisAbaba.

ItwasstaffedbyEgyptianCopticOrthodoxChristianteachers.In1925,theTafari

MekonunschoolwasfoundedbyRasTafariMekonnen(laterEmperorHaile

SelassieI).Thatwasledtoforthecreationofscholarsandskilledmanpowerin

Ethiopia.

3.4.2.PoliticalConditions

ConsolidationofPoliticalPower

o Between1896and1909,therulingclassofImperialEthiopia,headedbyMenelik

II,enjoyedthetriumphantmoodtheAdwavictorycreated.Itwassecureinits

position

o Ethiopia’sboundarieswithneighborlycountriesweredelimitedbyboundary

agreementswiththeEuropeancolonialpowersthatwereincontrolofthose

colonies.TheboundarywiththeItaliancolonyofEritreawasdelimitedbya

seriesofagreementsconcludedwithItalyin1900,1902and1908.Similarly,by

theagreementwithFranceinMarch1907theboundarywithFrenchSomaliland

(Djibouti)wasdelimited.TheboundarieswithAnglo-EgyptianSudanandBritish

EastAfrica(Kenya)weredelimitedbyaseriesofagreementswithBritainin1902

and 1907,respectively.In 1908 the boundarywith Italian Somaliland was

delimitedbyanagreementwithItaly.Therefore,Ethiopiahadsecuredherborders

andgainedinternationalrecognitionforthem.

o AddisAbabafoundedascapitalin1886,asindicatedabove,gotpermanence

duetothefollowingfactors:

1.Issueoflandcharters,tolandownersinAddisAbababythestatestartingfrom

1970guaranteedsecurityoftenure..

2.The introduction ofthe eucalyptus tree from Australia helped to solve the

problem oftheshortageoffirewoodinAddisAbaba.

3.TherailwayconnectionbetweenAddisAbabaandtheoutsideworldsince1917
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gaveAddisAbabagreatimportanceasacenterofcommerce,newideas,etc.

4. TheresidenceofforeignmerchantsinAddisAbabaalsohelpedintheincreased

importanceofthecity.

5.The opening offoreign legations in Addis Ababa increased Addis Ababa’s

importanceasadiplomaticcenterforthecountry.

InceptionofPoliticalRivalryandForeignThreat

o FollowingtheillnessofMenelikin1906powersuccessionstruggleledtothe

politicalinstabilityofEthiopiaandMeneliknolongerexercisedhisusualpolitical

authorityuntilhisfinaldeathin1913.

o TheTripartiteTreatywassignedbyBritain,FranceandItalyinDecember1906

soastopartitionEthiopia.Bythistreaty:

1.TherailwaylinepasseswasgivenforFrance.

2.TheNilebasinanditssourcecameundertheinfluenceofBritain.

3.Italywasallowedtoconstructarailwayconnectinghertwocolonies-Eritrea

andItalianSomaliland.

o EmperorMeneliksettwosolutionsduringthattime:

1.Firstly,in October1907,he established the firstCouncilofMinisters

consistingofnineministriesforWar,CommerceandForeignAffairs,Public

Works,Agriculture,Finance,Justice,thePen,thePalace,andtheInteriorto

stabilizethepoliticalinstabilityofthecountry.

2.Secondly,inMay1909Menelikdesignatedheirtohisthroneandaregent

aiming ata smooth powertransition upon his death to LijEyasu but

opposedbyEmpressTaytu,andtheShoannobility.

TheChallengeofTaytu

 EmpressTaytuhopedtohavepoliticalpowerforherfamilythroughpolitical

marriage.Example,MentwabWolle,toRasMekonnenbutRasMekonnedied,

GugsaWolle,tothedaughterofMenelik,Zewditu,.

 In 1909 Menelik designated his grandson,LijIyasu Michaelthe son of

Shewareged,(Menilik'sdaughter),asheir.Iyasuwasonly12-yearsold,Menelik
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alsoappointedRasBitwadedTessemaNadewasregent.

 TheShoannobilitywerenothappywithIyasu,ashewasthesonofthestrong

regionallordofWollo.TheyfearedthatRasMichaelmightusethepositionofhis

son,whowasstillaminor,forhisownpoliticalascendancy.

 AgainsttheinterestoftheCouncilofMinisters,Taytubehavedasanactualhead

ofstatemakingdecisionsonbehalfofhersickhusbandandfollowedshum-shir

(promotionanddemotion)includedtheoldnobilitylikeFitawrariHabteGiorgis

andNegadrasHaileGiorgis,MinistersofWarandCommercerespectively.

 InMarch1910EmpressTaytuwasremovedfrom governmentaffairs,shewas

restrictedtotakingcareofherdyinghusband.Andsince1910shewasexiledto

theChurchofSt.MaryatEntoto,whereshestayeduntilherdeathin1918.

 Thesecondphaseofpowerstruggleandpoliticalinstabilityintheleadershipwas

whileLijEyasurejectedanotheragentafterthedeathofRasTesemaNadew

diedinApril1911.

LijIyasu1913-1916:ReformsandtheCoupD’étatagainstHim

 ThedeathofRasTessemagaveIyasutheopportunityto exercisepolitical

authorityonhisownfrom 1911to1916.Theonlyseriouschallengetohispower

camefrom RasAbateBuayalew,aShoanoblemanlaterimprisonedatMekdala

andstayeduntil1916.

ReformsofLijEyasu

1.PracticedEthiopianMuslimsequalstatusthroughintegratingthem intohis

administrativehierarchyandbuildmosques

2.establishedasystem ofauditinggovernmentproperty,andformedamunicipal

policenicknamedTerunbule

3.AttemptatthesecularizationofmoderneducationinEthiopia.

4.IntroducetraditionalpracticesofLebaShay(methodofthiefdetection)

5.endedthepracticeofQuragnainwhichboththeaccuserandtheaccusedwere

chainedtogetheruntiljusticewasdelivered

6.Heintroducedasrat(tithe),estimatedbeforeharvestedtostopcheating.

WeaknessofLijEyasuthatledtofall:
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1.Polygamousmarriage

2.Lackofresponsibility

3.StrongrelationwithEthiopianMuslimsandledtoquarrelwiththeChristians

4.Theauditingofgovernmentpropertyexposedtheembezzlementcarriedonby

oldofficials,whobecameenemiesofIyasuwhentheywereorderedtopayback

whattheyhadmisappropriated

5.In1914LijIyasucrownedhisfatherasNegusoverthenorthernprovincesof

Tigray,and Wollo.In1915 Gojjam and Begemdirwereadded to them and

quarreledwithShoanMekwanints(nobility)

6.HetookSidamofrom DejachBalchaSafo,andgaveittoanewallyandbrother-

in-law,NegadrasHaileGiorgis

7.IyasuappearedtobecomeaclosefriendofOttomanTurkeyandGermany,who

weremortalenemiesofthetripartitepowersintheFirstWorldWar(1914-18).

8.TheMahalSefariacted againstIyasu,and theAbunand theEchege,too,

blessedthecoup.Withallthesesupport,Iyasuwasdeposedon27September

1916.Hemadeanattempttoreversethecoupbuthewasdefeatedatthebattle

ofMieso,locatedonthewaytoHararandimprisonedfrom 1921tohisdeathin

1936.

TheDiarchy1917–30

 ThebattleofSegele,whichclaimedthelifeofmorethan12,000troopsfrom

bothsides,markedthebloodycompletionofthestruggleagainstthechallenge

ofLijIyasu.

 ThefallofIyasualsomarkedtherestorationofShewanpoliticalsupremacy.

ThecoupmakerscrownedthedaughterofMenelik,Zewditu,asEmpresson1

February1917.RasTeferiMekonnenwasmadeheirtothethrone.

 ZewdituandTeferiworkedwelltogether.Zewditupresidedoveralldeliberations

inwhichimportantdecisionsweretaken.

 The diarchyordualrule marked the unityofShoan forces in the central

government.TheCouncilofMinsterswasreorganizedunderthechairmanshipof

theMinisterofWar,FitawrariHabteGiorgis.

 TheconservativeledbyZewdituandtheprogressiveledbyTeferiMekonnen.
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Thechiefeventsinhisrisetopowerwerethefollowing,inchronologicalorder.

1.In1918,twelvemembersoftheCouncilofMinistersremovedfrom powerexcept

Only the Minster of War,FitawrariHabte Giorgis,accused of corruption and

embezzlement*ThecaptureofLijIyasuin1921eliminatedonerivalforthethrone.

2.In1923EthiopiabecameamemberoftheLeagueofNationsundertheprecondition

ofabolitionoftheslavetradeandslavery.

3.In1924RasTeferiandsomeofhisnobilitymadeagrandtourtoEurope,seekingfirst

handexposuretowesterncivilizationaswellastryingtogetaccesstotheseafor

Ethiopia.

4.ThenaturaldeathsofFitawrariHabteGiorgisandAbuneMetewosin1926werealso

agoldenopportunityforRasTeferi,asthetwo verystrong militaryand religious

challengerstohispoliticalambitionswereremovedinsuccession.Hetookoverthe

armyofFitawrariHabteGiorgisanddistributedhislargetractoflandtoallies.

5.In1927RasTeferisucceededingettingtheunconditionalsurrenderofanother

strongopponenttohisgrowingpower,DejachBalchaSafo,thegovernorofSidamo.

Thatprosperousprovincewasgivenfirsttoanallyandthentotheson-in-law ofRas

Teferi,RasDestaDamtew.

6.In1928DejachAbaWuqaw,commanderoftheImperialBodyguard,revoltedagainst

RasTeferiindefenceofthedecreasingpowerofEmpressZewditu.But,hewassoon

forcedtosurrenderandhewasatfirstsentencedtodeath,thoughlaterthiswas

changedtolifeimprisonment..

7.InOctober1928ZewdituformallycrownedTeferNegus.Hewasmade“kingof

Ethiopia,HeirtotheThrone”

8.On31March1930theimperialarmyunderthecommandofthenewMinisterofWar,

RasMulugetaYigezu,foughtthearmyofGugsaatthebattleofAnchem,nearthe

Lasta-Begemdirborder.Gugsadiedinaction.TwodayslaterZewditudied,reportedly

ofdiabetes.

9.TeferiwascrownedEmperorHaileSellassieIofEthiopiaon2November,1930byan

impressivecoronationceremony.

3.4.3.TheEmergenceoftheAbsolutistState,1930-35

1. In1931helaidalegalbasisfortheabsolutiststatebyissuingthefirstwritten

ConstitutionforEthiopia.
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2.HaileSellassiecompletedtheprocessofbuildingcentralizedadministration.

3.The absolutiststate worked hard atfiscalcentralization,mainly in customs

administration.

4.Theemergingabsolutiststategavedueattentiontothemodernizationofitsarmy.

Moreover,in1934theEthiopiangovernmentopenedthefirstofficertrainingschoolat

HoletaGannatbyrecruitingitsteachingstafffrom Swedishofficers.
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