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UNITONE

STATESANDPEOPLESOFTHESOUTHERNETHIOPIAINTHE19THCENTURY

1.1.TheOmoticStates

 ThepeoplesandthestateswhichoccupiedtheterritoryaroundtheOmoriver

basin speak various languages collectively known by linguists as Omotic

languages.

 ThemostimportantlanguagesundertheOmoticlanguagefamilyareKaffa,

Walayita,Dawuro,Bench,Dorze,Gamo,Gofa,Koyra,Yem,Sheka,andMaji.

TheKingdom ofKaffa

 ItisfoundsouthoftheGojebRiver.

 ThelandisKaffaandthepeoplearecalledKaffecho.

 ThesedynastieswereMattoandMinjo.TheMattodynastyruledKaffabefore

1390.ThefirstkingoftheMinjodynastywasMinjiloandafterwhom,theruling

dynastycametobeknownasMinjo.

 FiveprominentkingssuccessivelyruledKaffawere:

1.GaheNhchochi(r.1821-1841),

2. KaweErochi(r.1841-1843),

3.KajiSharochi(r.1843-1868),

4.GaliSarochir.1868-1890

5.Galito,GakiSharochi.(r1890-1897).

 TheKaffakingsheldaroyaltitlecalledtato.

 ThetatowasassistedbystatecouncilorscalledMikerecho.

 TheeconomyofKaffawasbasedonagricultureandtrade.

 TaxeswerecollectedbyassignedcollectorscalledTate-kisho,meaningthe

handoftheking.

 ThemosttradeitemsofKaffawere:coffee,ivory,musk,slaveandgold.

 Kaffaisalsoknownforitscoffeeproduction.

 Beads,saltbarsandironbarswereusedasmedium ofexchange.

 Following the expansion ofMenilik,Kaffa was finallyincorporated into the

EthiopianEmpirein1897.

Thekingdom ofYem

 TheYem peopleoccupiedthewesternbankofGibeRiver.
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 Inthenineteenthcenturythekingdom ofYem wasruledbyadynastycalledthe

Mowa.

 ThekingsofYem adoptedatitlecalledAno.

 Thecouncilofofficialsknownasastesor.

 Theastesorwaschairedbyanofficialwhohadthetitlecalledwaso.

 Theprovincesandsubprovinceswereruledbyofficialsknownaserasho(rasho)

andgenarespectively.

 Theeconomyofthekingdom wasbasedonagriculture,trade,handicrafts.This

kingdom wasfinallyconqueredbytheforceofMenelikin1894.

TheKingdom ofWalayita

 Thiskingdom hadastrongconnectionwiththemedievalstateofDamot.

 Thefounderofthiskingdom wasMotalamifoundedadynastycalled

WalayitaMalla.

 InthefifteencenturytheWalayitaMalladynastywasoustedfrom power

andreplacedbyarivaldynastycalled“Tigre”.TheTigredynastyruled

Walayitauntiltheendofnineteenthcentury.

 ThekingsofWalayitausedtheroyaltitlecalledKawo.

 TheeconomyofWalayitawasbasedonAgriculture.

 ThelastkingtoruleindependentWalayitawasKawoTona.

 WalayitawasfinallyconqueredbyMenilikIIin1894afterastiffresistance.

TheKingdom ofSheka

 Thiskingdom wasfoundtotheeastofBaroandwestofGojebRiversortothe

westofKaffakingdom.

 ThetworulingdynastieswereBattoandBushasho.

 TheBushashodynastyofShekaruledfrom theendof16thtothe19thcenturies.

 ChristianityisbelievedtohavebeenintroducedtoShekainthelatesixteenth

century.

 ThekingsofShekalikeKaffausedtheroyaltitle“tato”.

 Thekingdom ofShekahadacloseeconomic,politicalandhistoricalrelationship

withEnarya,KaffaandAnfillo.

 ThefivekingsofShekawere:

1.BediNechochi(r.1800-1805),

2.TachiNechechi(r.1805-1810),

3.GaliGoechi(r.1820-1850),

4.DejiGoechi(r.1850-1887),

5.TechiGoechi(r.1887-1898)

 Besidestheabovestates,therewerealsootherOmoticstates.Amongthesethe

mostimportantwerethekingdomsofDawuro,Konta,GamoandGofa.
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1.2.TheOromoMonarchies

 Atthebeginningofnineteenthcentury,monarchicalstatesemergedinOromo

settledareasofGibeValleybytheMachaOromoduringtheexpansiongoverned

byGadasystem.

 Byabout1800,however,theOromooftheGibeValleyhadundergoneaprofound

politicaltransformation.The traditionalgada system was transformed into

monarchical system of government. Many factors accounted for this

transformation.

1.TheOromoofthisregionhadcomeintocontactwithOmoticstateswhich

hadalongtraditionofmonarchicalgovernment.

2.TheexpansionofOromointowideareaaffectedthesystem whichworked

verywellinsmallgroups.

3.ThelongdistancetradeandthespreadofIslam seem tohaveundermined

thepowerofthegadagovernment.

4. FrequentwarsgaverisetopowerfulindividualssuchastheAbbadulawho

becameinfluential.

 FivestatesemergedaroundGibeRiverwhichcametobeknownasthe“Gibe

monarchies”.ThesewereGera,Goma,Guma,JimmaandLimu-Enarya.The

earliestofthesemonarchicalstateswasLimu-Enarya.Thisstatewasbuilton

theruinsofthemedievalkingdom ofEnarya/Hinnario.

 EnaryawasdefeatedafterlongperiodofresistancebytheMechaOromo.

 Limu-EnaryareachedtheheightofitspowerduringthereignofAbba-Bagibo,or

Ibsa(r.1825-1861).

 From themiddleofnineteenthcenturyonLimu-Enaryadeclinedandgavewayto

itsrival,JimmaKaka.Jimmaunderitsruler,AbbaJifarbecamepowerfuland

controlledtradeandtraderoutes.

 ThetwootherOromostatesemergedinWollegaregionwasLeqaNeqemt

foundedbyaBakareGodanaandLeqaQellam foundedbyTullu.
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1.3.TheHararEmirate

o TheHararipeoplelivedinthecityofHarar.

o TheSultanateofAdalwasthemostpowerfulstateinthe15thand16thcenturies

andmuchoftheterritoryintheEasthadbeenunderthehegemonyofthis

sultanate.

o In1577thepressureoftheOromoexpansionforcedthesultanateofAdalto

shiftitscenterfrom HarartoAusainthenortheastoftheAwashvalley.

o TheHararwallwasbuiltbyEmirNur,theimmediatesuccessorofAhmed

Ibrahim IbinElGhazi,commonlyknownasAhmedGragn.

o AmirAliDawud(r.1647-1662)declaredtheindependenceoftheHararemirate.

o Thecitywasstrategicallysituatedbetweenthetraderoutesofthenorthern

SomaliCoastsandtheInterioroftheEthiopianregion.Tworoutesfrom the

northernSomaliportsofZeilaandBerberameetatHarar.

o Oromosaroundthecitybecamegoodfarmers.Thesefarmersexchangedtheir

agriculturalproductsforitemsbroughttothecitybyforeignmerchants.

o HararisoneoftheearliestcentersofIslam inEthiopianregion.

o TheemiratehadmaintainedcloseeconomicandpoliticaltieswithYemenand

theArabianPeninsulathroughZeillaandBerberaports.

o ManyforeignerslivedinthecityofHarar.Amongthese,themostimportantwere

theArabs,Persians,Turks,ArmeniansandtheGreeks.

o In 1875 the rulerofEgypt,Khedive Ishmael(r.1863-1879)senta military

expeditionledbyMohammedRaufPashaandoccupiedHarar.Aftertenyearsof

occupation,theEgyptianarmywithdrewin1885.

o SoonafterthewithdrawaloftheEgyptiantroopsMenelikofShawa,defeatedthe

forceofthelastEmirofHarar,EmirAbdullahiatthebattleofChalenqo,on

January6,1887andconqueredHarar.

1.4.TheSheikdomsAsosa,BenishangulandKomosha

 Muslim statesorSheikdomssituatedalongtheEthio-SudanborderwereAsosa,
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orAqoldi,BeniShangulandKhoosha.Themainfactorfortheriseofthese

Muslim StateswastheinfluenceofIslam andthebordertrade.

 Thisregionwasveryrichingold.

 ThisandothernaturalresourcesofthesestatesattractedtheSudanese(the

Mahdists)andtheEgyptianstodevelopaspecialinterestintheregion.

 However,theirattemptto controlthe region failed as the resultofthe

incorporationofthewholeregionintoMenelik’sEmpirein1880sandin1890s.

1.5.TheShawanKingdom

 Shawawasfoundedin1695bythelocalaristocratcalledNegasiKirstos.

 ThecoreareaoftheShawastatewasalocalitycalledMenz.

 AfterNegasiKirstos,Shawawasruledbyhissuccessors;

1.Sibste(r.1703-1745),

2.AmhaYesus(r.1745-1775),

3.AsfaWossen(r.1775-1808),and

4.WosenSeged(r.1808-1813).

 ShawareachedtheheightofitspowerduringthereignofShaleSelassie(r.1813-

1847).

 TheadministrationofShawawassub-dividedintonineprovinces,namely,Minjar;

Bulga,Yafat,Gidim,Tegulet,Menze,Gishe,MoretandShawa-Meda.

 TheeconomyofShawawasbasedonagricultureandTrade.

 TheterritorialexpansionsofkingShaleSelassieenabledthekingdom tohave

accesstoasupplyofivory,coffee,Gold,civetcatandslaves.

 The economic prosperityand politicalstabilityofthe Kingdom attracted a

considerableEuropeaninterestinShawa.ThefirstEuropeanstoapproachthe

ShawankingwerethemissionariesIsenbergandKrapf,whoarrivedatthecourt

ofShaleSelassiein1837.In1839anotherEuropean,theFrenchchemistRochet

d’Hericourt,cametoShewa.TheforeigncontactshelpedkingSahleSelassieto

getfirearmswithwhichhewasabletoexpandhiskingdom.
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 KingSahelSelassiediedin1847andwassucceededbyhissonHaileMelekot.

 ThereignofHaileMelekot(r1847-1856),markedtheendoftheautonomous

existence ofShawa.This was because EmperorTewodros II(r.1855-1868)

campaignedtoShawain1856andmadeitoneofhisprovinces.

 KingHaileMelekotdiedalittlebeforeTewodrosdefeatedtheShawanforceat

theBattleofBereket,inNovember1855.AttheendofhisShawancampaign

TewodroscapturedMenilik,thesonofHaileMelekotandbroughthim tohis

courtwherehestayedforthecomingtenyears.In1865,Menilikescapedfrom

MeqdellaroyalprisonandestablishedhispowerinShawa.Hisfirstcapitalwas

atAnkoberandwiththeexpansionofhisdomain;heshiftedhiscentertoEntoto

untilthefoundingofAddisAbaba.

1.6.TradeandTradeRoutes

 Oneofthelinesbeginsfrom Bonga,thecapitaloftheKingdom ofKaffa,this

traderouterannorthwardsthroughimportanttradecenterssuchas,Jiren(in

Jimma),Seka(inLimuEnarya),Asendabo(inHorrogudru),Basso(inGojjam),and

Darita(inBegemider).From DaritatheroutesenterGondar,theimportanttrading

centerinthenorthernregion.AtGondarthetraderoutesbranchedintotwo.One

branchofthetraderouteproceededwestwardtotheSudanthroughMetemma

(Galabat).TheotherbranchrannorthwardthroughAdwaandenteredMassawa

ontheRedSeacoast.

 ThesecondmajorlineoftraderouteconnectedtheEthiopianregionwithZeila

andBerbera,themostimportantcommercialcentersofthenorthernSomali

coast.Thisroutewasveryimportant,particularlyduringthereignofNegus

SahaleSelassie.ThislinealsoservedtheShawankingdom whenitwasdetached

from Gonderianruleduringthe“EraofPrinces”(“ZemeneMesafint”).

 A greatvarietyofitemswereexchangedinthetradebetweentheEthiopian

regionandtheRedSeacoast.

 Themainsourceoftradeitemswasthesouthwesternpartoftheregionwhere

coffee,ivory,gold,Animalskin,rhinoceroshorn,muskandslavewereplentiful.

 Theimportedtradeitemsinclude:mirror,cowriesshells,cottoncloth,glassand

ironwares.

 Barteringwasasystem inwhichpeopleexchangewhattheyhavewithwhatthey

don't.Inthenineteenthcentury,however,differentitemswereusedasamedium
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ofexchange.Amongsuchitems,themostimportantwassaltintheform ofbars

(saltbars),commonlyknownas“amole”.

 Apartfrom thesetraditionalcurrencies,MariaTheresadollar(thaler)servedas

medium ofexchange in the nineteenth century.Maria Theresa coins were

introducedintoEthiopianregionattheendofeighteencentury.

 TheMuslim Oromomerchantswereknownas“afkala”.

 Theactivemuslim merchantsinthenorthernwerealsocalledJabarti.

 Theleaderofthecaravantraderswasknownas“nagadras”orchiefoftraders.
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