


                                 History Short notes for grade 12         
                                                        UNIT ONE
                                   1.1. Development of Capitalism
  The Nature and Main Features of Capitalism 
1. As you learned in Grade 10, capitalism grew in the womb of decaying feudalism. It has become the dominant economic system in the Western world since the breakup of feudalism. 
1.  capitalism emerged in Northwestern Europe, especially in 
1. Great Britain and 
1.  Netherlands, 
1. From the 16th to 17thcenturies, when mercantilism was established. 
1. Mercantilism is defined as the distribution of goods that are bought at a certain price and sold at a higher price in order to generate profits. 
1.  In the 18th C, mercantilism declined when a group of economic theorists led by Adam Smith challenged mercantilist doctrines. 
1. They believed that a state could only increase its wealth at the expense of another state’s wealth while the amount of the world’s wealth remained constant. 
1. As a result of the decline in mercantilism, industrial capitalism arose in the mid-18thC, 
And Industrial capitalism marked development of manufacturing factory system.
1.  Capitalism had the following main characteristic features: 
1. Capitalism is an economic system characterized by private ownership of the means of production, especially in the industrial sector. 
1.  Capitalist society was characterized by the split between two antagonistic classes: 
1.  capitalist class (the owners) and
1.  The working class.
1.  Capitalism used accumulated capital to enlarge productive capacity rather than to invest in economically unproductive enterprises, such as pyramids and cathedrals. 
1.  The motive for all companies in the capitalist system is to make and sell goods and services only for profits.
1. Capitalist societies believe markets should be left alone to operate without government intervention. This idea is known as laissez-faire. 
1. The ideology of classical capitalism was articulated by Adam Smith (1723-1790) in his book entitled: An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (1776). He was a Scottish economist and moral philosopher, who are considered to be one of the fore father’s of capitalism. 
1. Smith recommended leaving economic decisions to the free play of self-regulating market forces. Smith supported the idea that laissez-fair economics that would benefit its practitioners while also promoting society’s general welfare.
1.  On the other hand, the growth of industrial capitalism in the 19th century created a vast new class of industrial workers who’s generally miserable conditions inspired the revolutionary philosophy of Karl Marx.
1.  As Marx suggested, in the socialist system where there was 
1. No private ownership  
1. all means of production were collective or state-owned 
1. central planning determined how much should be produced and
1.  How all resources were allocated 
1. Therefore, the antithesis of capitalism is Marxian Economics, named after Karl Marx.
1. According to Marx, the exploitation of the surplus value of labour is one of the major drawbacks of capitalism. 
1.2. The Industrial Revolution
1. Industrial capitalism first took place in Britain in the period between 1750/1780 and 1850.  And by 1850, Britain was already a mature industrial state. 
1. When industry needed a form of power greater than water power, a new form of power came into use, i.e., steam power. 
1.  The first commercially viable steam engine was constructed by Newcomen around 1705/1709. 
1.  James Watt in 1783/84 made a steam engine which was more powerful and more economical in its use of fuel and adapted to operate machinery in factories.  
1. Steam power was also applied to land transport in the form of railways and the Liverpool and Manchester railway was opened in 1830. 
 Political and Socio-economic Consequences of the Industrial Revolution 
1. Cheap mass production was one of the features of the industrial revolution.
1.  The agricultural sectors of advanced countries become less dominant. 
1. A new class system developed such as the bourgeoisie and Proletariat. 
1.  Industrialization increased national wealth although this was very unevenly distributed.
1. From about 1850, industry, technology, and science were applied to armies and navies and the already existing gap in power between western states and non-western states became bigger than ever before.
1. Also, improvement of transportation and communications tied the world more closely together than ever before.  The results of all these changes become yielded imperialism in the late 19th C.
1. Finally, the industrial revolution made economic, social, and cultural changes faster than ever before, so that “changes become the norm”.
1.3. Nationalism 
1. Nationalism has been the most powerful political force since the 1850s in the Western world. Nationalism’s deepest roots lie in a shared sense of regional and cultural identity, especially it expressed in the form of custom, language and religion.
1.  Moreover, nationalism created the atmosphere which made World War I become possible and it stimulated by the wars of unification in Italy and Germany and of the liberation of Balkans. 
1. Pseudo-science also stimulated nationalism and inculcated aggressive hostile feelings towards neighboring states and the idea that war was inevitable. This pseudo-science is what became known as «Social Darwinism. » 
1.  «Social Darwinism» spread the idea that history is a struggle between states and nations for power, supremacy and even survival. 
1. In the period between the 1880s and 1914, nationalism transformed its character in several ways:
1. First, numerically quite small numbers of people living in quite small territories, nationalism had work towards greater unity, as in the case of Italy and Germany.
1.  Second, language and ethnicity became the major criteria, especially language for nationalism. 
1. Third, a national question became part of the domestic politics of many states.
1.4. Unification of Italy 
1. In 1852, Italy was still politically divided and Austrian influence was still supreme. In the north, the two rich provinces of Lombardy and Venetia was part of the Austrian Empire. 
1. In the north-central part of Italy, there were the petty states of Parma Modena and Tuscany, were under Austrian influence 
1. The Papal States consisting of the provinces of Romagna, Marches, Umbria, Rome and The patrimony. 
1. The South of Italy and the island of Sicily were part of the kingdom of Naples and its king was closely allied with Austria.
1. In the North-West of Italy Piedmont, consisting of the island of Sardinia was the only Italian state that was really independent of Austria and  took  the lead in the movement for Italian unification.  
1. Cavour (1810–61) prime minister of Piedmont from 1852–62 was the main architect of Italian unification
1.  In 1858, Cavour met the French emperor, Napoleon III, secretly at Plombiere, in France, and succeeded in reaching an agreement with Napoleon for an alliance of France and Piedmont against Austria.
1.  Napoleon III agreed and intervened on the side of Piedmont and the combined force defeated the Austrian army at the Battles of Magenta and Salferino in June 1859. 
1. At the result, Cavour successfully gained control of Lombardy, Tuscany, Parma and Modena, which greatly helped the unification process. 
1.  Austrians were driven out of Lombardy but still held Venetia. Why because, Napoleon concluded a unilateral peace treaty with Austria on the basis that Austria ceded Lombardy to Piedmont but kept Venetia. 
1. One of the results of the Battle of Salferino was the establishment of the International Red Cross Association by the Swiss humanitarian Henri Dunant.
1.  Garibaldi was invited to come from Piedmont to lead the Sicilian uprising.  He recruited Thousand Volunteers in the North and took the city of Naples on September 7, 1860. 
1. Only Rome and Venetia were remained. In 1866, in the Austro-Prussian war Italy entered into war against Austria on the side of Prussia and, in return, would get Venetia. 
1.  In 1870, in the Franco-Prussian war Napoleon III forced to withdraw French troops from Rome. Then, Italy seized Rome in September 1870. Rome became the capital of Italy. 
1.5. Unification of Germany 
1. In the 1850s, Germany was a loose confederation of 39 states called the German Confederation (the Bund). The Bund was presided over by Austria, with Prussia second. 
1. The Bund was not a satisfactory form of unity for German nationalists who wanted real political unity and German nationalism was encouraged by the success of Italian national unification between 1859 and 1861. 
1. In 1861, William I (r.1861–1888) was crowned King of Prussia. The king appointed Otto von Bismarck as chief minister of Prussia. 
1. Bismarck knew that Germany could not be united under Prussia without war against Austria and probably France.  
1.  Therefore, Bismarck accomplished this through three military successes: He first allied with Austria to defeat Denmark in a short war fought in 1864, thus acquiring Shleswig-Holstein. 
1. In 1866, with the support of Italy, in the Austro-Prussian War won a decisive victory at the Battle of Koniggratz, 
1. Finally, Prussia defeated France in the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71). The German Confederation was transformed into an Empire with the proclamation of Prussian King Wilhelm I as German Emperor at the Palace of Versailles, to the humiliation of France.
1.6. The American Civil War (1861-1865)
1. There were several divisive issues between the North and South of the USA. However, the slavery issue was significant than all other issues and was the only issue and capable of producing secession and civil war. 
1.  In 1860, Lincoln’s election as President from the Republican Party who opposed slavery triggered secession in the south as the south had warned before the elections. 
1. Before Lincoln took office, seven states seceded from the union, establishing a rebel government, known as the Confederate States of America, on February 9, 1861. 
1. The North initially was fighting to end secession not to end slavery. Nevertheless, slavery had caused secession and therefore the causes of the civil war were both slavery and secession.  
1. In 1862, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation and the proclamation said that all slaves in rebel-held territory would be free.  
1.  In April 1865, the Confederacy was finally defeated unconditionally and completely. A few days later on April 14, 1865 Lincoln was assassinated by a southern fanatic named John Wilkes Booth. 
1. The civil war ended once and for all the issues of secession and slavery. Both ended by the victory of the North. After the civil war, southern political leaders had virtually no impact on the immediate post-war decisions.
1.  Thus, several amendments to the US constitution were made: the 13th, 14th, and 15th. The 13th abolished slavery, the 14th granted citizenship to former slaves and the 15th allowed them to vote. 
 1.7. The Eastern Question 
1. The “Eastern Question” meant what would happen to the Ottoman Empire in the Balkans and the Ottomans were threatened by the militancy of Balkan national movements, backed usually by Russia.
1.  In particular, the Eastern Question was an issue of political and economic instability in the Ottoman Empire from the late 18th to early 20th C.
1.  Moreover, it was the main cause of competition and political considerations of the European great powers in the region.
1. The Balkan Wars were two successive military conflicts that took place in the Balkan Peninsula in 1912 and 1913.
1. The First Balkan War began in the Balkans when Serbia, Montenegro, Bulgaria, and Greece joined forces to attack the Ottoman Empire and achieved independence. 
1. The Second Balkan War erupted when the Balkan allies Serbia, Greece, and Bulgaria, quarreled among themselves over the partitioning of their conquests in Macedonia. 
1.  The Treaty of Bucharest was signed between the combatants on August 10, 1913. Then, Greece and Serbia divided most of Macedonia between themselves, leaving Bulgaria with only a small part of the region.
1.  The most alarming aspect of the war was the growth of tension between Austria-Hungary and Serbia upon Albanian territory. 
1. The conflict aggravated by the assassination of the Austrian prince, Franz Ferdinand by a Serb nationalist named Gavrilo Princip on June 28, 1914, in Sarajevo, capital of Bosnia. Then, the invasion of Serbia by Austria-Hungary thus led to the First World War.

                                                                     UNIT TWO
                                          AFRICA AND THE COLONIAL EXPERIENCE (1880S – 1960S)
2.1. The Birth and Expansion of the ‘Legitimate Trade’ 
1. The Trans-Atlantic Slave trade was referred to as the “Illegitimate Trade” because its commodities were humans or slaves rather than other goods.  For three centuries, the “Illegitimate Trade” dominated the commercial activities in the West African coastal areas. 
1. After the Industrial Revolution, the British took measures that first weakened and gradually abolished not only the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade but also the slave trade in general. 
1. The Europeans introduced a new trade in West Africa called the “Legitimate Trade” in which humans replaced by commodities such as gum, groundnuts, and palm. By the middle of the 19th C, palm oil became West Africa’s major export item. 
1.  The new “Legitimate Trade” could not bring significant improvement to the majority of West Africans. The goods imported from Europe, which were cloth, alcoholic drinks and firearms.
1. The imported European clothes thoroughly weakened the development of the African indigenous craft industry. The imported firearms too, had a negative impact. 
1. It also enabled the African rulers to get military might to plunder their own people. This event finally, led to the ‘Scramble for Africa’ in the 1870’s and 1880’s to control sources of raw materials and markets. 
The Infrastructure and the Ideology of New Imperialism 
1. Imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism. New Imperialism is a period of increased expansion of capitalism that was started in the second half of the 19th C, and continued until the outbreak of the First World War.
1. In the period known as the New Imperialism, European powers wanted to control African countries and the Berlin Conference of 1884/85 enabled European powers to divide Africa among themselves. 
1. The period of the New Imperialism differs from the earlier period in the sense that the Europeans colonizers came to Africa with a very developed technology. 
1.  However, the European powers had a great difficulty to penetrate deep into the African interior. Mainly, due to tsetse fly and mosquito prevented them.
1. thanks to technological advancement including the invention of Better river boats, steam ship, better rifles, and the discovery of medicine to combat malaria, European colonizers managed to penetrate deep into the African interior
1. The European colonial states were now able to colonize the entire African continent except Ethiopia and Liberia, and many areas in Asia and the Pacific Islands. 
1. When the First World War broke out in 1914, about 85 percent of the territories in the world had fallen under colonial rule.   
1.  The Berlin Conference was held in Berlin (Germany) from November 1884 to February 1885. Bismarck, the chancellor of Germany, who initiated the conference. It involved representatives of 13 European countries. 
1.  Although the main agenda in the Berlin Conference was Africa but, no African country, including Ethiopia and Liberia, was invited to take part in the Conference. 
 2.2. African Resistance against Colonial Expansion
1. The Africans did not welcome the European colonizers. They reacted to the colonial aggression in two ways.  Peaceful and violent methods. 
Samori Toure of Mandinka 
1. Samori Toure (c 1828- June 2, 1900) was a Muslim religious figure, military leader and  the founder of the Islamic Empire known as the Wassoulou Empire in the present-day North and South-Eastern Guinea. 
1.  The empire created by Samori Toure included the present-day territories of Sierra Leone, Cot d’ Ivoire and Burkina Faso. 
1. Samori Toure strongly resisted the colonial rule of France in West Africa until the French defeated and captured him in 1898. His forces successfully repulsed the French attack and retained their possessions there. 
1.  In March 1891, the French forces launched a military offensive against Samori in Eastern Guinea. Although the forces of Samori had scored victories in some battles, they could not totally expel the French troops from their empire. 
1. In June 1892, the French troops defeated the forces of Samori Touri and captured the capital of the empire, Bissangudu. 
1. In 1898, Samori Touri lost almost all the territory of his empire and forced to retreat. Eventually, he was surrendered to the French armies and was exiled to Gabon and died on 2 June 1990 in captivity. 
1. The attempts made by the Africans to stop the European powers from colonizing their countries were not successful. It was partly because 
1. The African resistances against the European invaders were not well-organized.
1. The Europeans had also superiority in military training and quality of firearms. 
1.  Europeans were able to mobilize the Africans against fellow Africans who were determined to fight them. 
1. The only successful anti-colonial struggle in Africa was that of Ethiopia. 
The Ashanti
1. The Ashanti Empire was a pre-colonial West African state that emerged in the 17th C, in what is today Ghana.  Europeans re-named the region as the Gold Coast. 
1.  Osei Tutu, the chief of Ashanti from 1701 to 1717, and his priest, Komfo Anokye, unified the independent chiefdoms into the most powerful political and military state in the coastal region. 
1.  Gold was the major product of the Ashanti Empire. Osei Tutu made the gold mines royal possessions. He also made gold dust the circulating currency in the empire. 
1.  Between 1823 and 1873, the Ashanti Empire resisted British advance on their territory. In 1874, however, British forces successfully invaded the Empire and briefly captured their capital Kumasi. 
1. After another uprising in 1900, the British overthrew and exiled the Asantehene and annexed the Empire into their Gold Coast colony in 1902. 
Urabi Pasha’s Rebellion in Egypt 
1. Ahmed Urabi, or Urabi Pasha, was an officer in the Egyptian army. With the support of the peasants, he launched a broader effort to try to free Egypt and Sudan from foreign control and to end the absolutist regime of the Khedive Ismael of Pasha. 
1. Urabi was eventually captured and sentenced to death, but the sentence was immediately commuted to banishment for life. He left Egypt in 1882, for Ceylon. 
1. In 1901, Khedive Abbas II, Tewfik’s son and successor, permitted Urabi to return to Egypt. Abbas was a nationalist and remained deeply opposed to British influence in Egypt. Urabi returned in 1901 and remained in Egypt until his death in 1911. 
1. Urabi’s revolt had a long-lasting significance in Egypt as the first nationalistic sentiments in Egypt, which would later play a very important role in Egyptian history. 
The Mahadist Movement in the Sudan 
1. The Mahadist rebellion in the Sudan began in 1881 by Muhammad Ahmad, a Muslim holy man from Dongola who declared that he was the expected Mahdi. His followers, too, identified him as Al-Mahdi. 
1. In 1881, he organized a revolt, declaring that he was the expected Islamic savior, or Mahdi, and it was from this name that the Sudanese religious revivalist and anti-colonial movement were named the Mahadist movement. 
1. On August 12, 1881, Al-Mahdi won his first victory over the colonial forces at the battle of Aba. Again in November 1883, the Mahaddists won another victory over the Anglo-Egyptian army in Kordofan Province. Subsequently, in 1885, Al-Mahdi’s forces captured Khartoum and killed Charles Gordon Pasha. 
1. Five months later, Muhammad Ahmad passed away. Upon the death of the Mahdi in 1885, Khalifa Abdullah took the leadership. 
1.  The British regarded the successive victories of the Mahaddists as a threat and wanted to avenge the death of Charles Gordon. In 1896, the Anglo-Egyptian army, under the command of General Kitchner, advanced into the Sudan.
1.  Two years later, in 1898, this army inflicted a final defeat upon the Mahadist forces at the battle of Omdurman. Then, Sudan was occupied by the combined forces of Britain and Egypt.
1.  Following this, the British set up what they called the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium. Lord Kitchner was appointed as the first Governor-General of the Sudan. 
The Maji-Maji Rebellion in East Africa
1. The most serious challenge for the Germans was the widespread resistance of the people of Tanganyika. This rebellion broke out in the southern part of the colony by the imposition of heavy taxes and the use of forced labor in the cotton growing farma for export. 
1. The revolt spread rapidly throughout the region, with attacks on all foreigners: missionaries, administrators, and their Swahili/Arab clerks. It was a spontaneous revolt with no previous planning or central leadership.  
1. They sprinkled their bodies with magic water known as Maji-Maji, which they believed would turn the bullets of their enemies into water. It is therefore from this term that the resistance movement got the name Maji-Maji. 
1. The power of Maji-Maji had been weakened and its political unity was gradually falling apart because of ethnic and other differences. In addition to this, by the end of 1905, the Germans had brought reinforcements, recruited from Somaliland and New Guinea. As a result, in 1906, the Germans gradually reclaimed the central highland region under their control. 
1. In any case, the Maji-Maji revolt demonstrated the possibility of broader African anti-colonial nationalism. The sacrifice of the thousands of Tanzanians who died in the Maji-Maji revolt was important in inspiring the later generation of nationalists who brought their country to independence in the early 1960’s.
 2.3. Colonial administration and colonial states                                              
British Colonial Policy 
1. The British followed a colonial administration known as “indirect rule” formulated by Frederick Luggard. In 1922, Luggard published his book called “The Dual Mandate in British Tropical Africa.” He described the system of government he had worked out for the administration in Northern Nigeria. 
1.  The application of this concept differed greatly from one colony to another.  By emphasizing tribal distinctions and conflicts, the colonizers made it harder for Africans to unite and oppose them. The British thus made use of the age-old imperial maxim: “divide and rule.”
 The French Colonial Policy 
1. The French believed that by teaching the French language, subjecting African peoples to French law, and giving them French civil and political rights, they could assimilate the people they colonized. 
1. The French applied this theory in full only in Senegal. In 1848, France conferred French citizenship on the Senegalese and also gave them the right to elect a representative, called a deputy, to the French National Assembly (the lower house of the French parliament) in Paris. 
1. Albert Sarraut, Minister of Colonies in 1920–24 and 1932–33, was the individual who laid the foundations for the French colonial policy of administration usually known as “Direct Rule.” 
1. His dominant thought was that France and her African colonies must be kept as united in peace as they had been in war. 
1.  Belgium had some colonial possessions in Africa. Belgian African colonial possessions included Congo, Rwanda, and Burundi. Belgian colonial rule in the Congo was based on the idea of a “colonial trinity” in which interests of the state, missionaries and private companies were all considered.
1. Portuguese colonial rule in Africa, particularly in Angola and Mozambique, included both oppressive and liberal methods. 
1. German colonial rule in Africa from 1884-1914 was an expression of nationalism and moral superiority. The Germans pursued a colonial administrative policy of direct rule like the French to maximally exploit the resources of the people of Tanganyika. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































