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UNIT7
THEETHIOPIANREGIONANDTHEHORNOFAFRICA

7.1.“Restoration”ofthe Solomonic Dynasty and the Christian Highland
Kingdom
 ThemajorrivalsoftheZagwedynastycamefrom theAmhararegion.

 Amhara local ruler called Yekuno-Amlak ‘founded’ the
Solominicdynastyin1270.

 HedefeatedthelastkingofZagwedynastyYitbarekatthe
battlein1270.

 Yekuno-AmlaklinkedhisdescenttothefamilyofMenelikI.
MenelikIwasthesonofQueenofSheba(NigsteSaba)of
EthiopiaandkingSolomonofIsrael.

 YekunoAmlak(r.1270-1285)
 HesaidIrestoredthelostpowerbyDilnaod,thelastkingof

Aksum andhencethe‘restoration'oftheSolomonicdynasty.
 From about1270untilthefallofEmperorHaileSelassieIrulein

1974(solomonicdynastycontinued)
 Yekeno Amlak success based on economic and military

strength.
 TheAmharalandplayedaroleofmiddlemeninthetrade.So

YekunoAmlakmonopolizedtheprofitoftrade.
 Using the income from the trade Yekuno Amlak,builtan

effectivearmytoagainstanyone.
 ThenewdynastyestablisheditscenteraroundTegulet,lateron

royalcourtshiftedfrom regiontoregionontheeasternfoothills
oftheShewanplateau.

 Yekuno Amlak died in 1285,and then dynastyfaced internalpolitical
instability.

 Theproblem relatedwithsuccession.
 AllthedescendantsofYekunoAmlakweredetainedataroyalprisonat

AmbaGishenafterhecametothethrone.
 Thepassesandfoothillsofthemountainwereguardedbyloyalwarriors.
 Thismeasuresolvedtheproblem ofsuccessionandstrengthenedthe

poweroftheChristianhighlandkingdom.
 DuringthereignofYekunoAmlakthekingdom hadpeacefulrelationswith

allitsneighborsofdifferentstatesandpeople.
 KingAmdeSeyon(r.1314-1344)

 HewasthegrandsonofYekunoAmalk.
 Hebegantodisturbthebalanceofpowerinfavorofthe

Christiankingdom
 Hewasthemostexpansionistkingofthemedievalperiod
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 IntheearlyperiodoftheSolomonicdynastytheeconomymainlydepended
onagriculturewhichdominatedbymixedfarming.

 TradebecomesimportantaftertheconquestoftheMuslim sultanatesin
thesouthonpartsoftheregion.

 DuringtheperiodZeilahadcompletelyovertakenDahlakasimportant
gatewayofinternalandexternaltrade.

 DevelopmentsduringthereignofYekuno Amlak,AmdeSeoynandhis
successor

I.ExpansionofOrthodoxchurch.
II.Monopolizationoftraderoutes.
III.Consolidationofthefeudalmodeofproduction.

Gultsystem wasanimportanteconomicinstitutions.Becauseitconnectedstate,
religionandcultivators.
Gultsystem remainedtobethemainfeatureoftheEthiopianfeudalism uptothe
20thcentury.

Gultwasarighttolevytributeontheownersofrestandproduceofrestland.
Restwashereditaryrighttolanduse
BalaGultisresponsibleforthemaintenanceoflawandorderinregion.
 TheGultsystem hadservedtwoveryimportantpurposesinthemedieval

Christiankingdom
o Itrepliedthekingdom tomaintainlargeterritorialarmyduringthe

period
o ItgreatlysimplifiedthetasksofadministeringthevastChristian

kingdom
Themobileroyalcourt
 Therewasnopermanentcapitalcity(Temporarysettlement).
 Duringtheperiodthemonarchsandtheirdignitarieslivedintents.
 ThemobilecourtwasmovingontheEasternfoothillsoftheShewan

plateau.
 EmperorZaraYacob(r.1434-1468)

 HefoundedDebreBerhanin1454
 Hestayed14yearsatthecity.

7.2.Muslim StatesintheEthiopianRegionandHornofAfricaupto
1529
 TradeandIslam werethemainfactorsfortheemergenceoftheMuslim

statesinEthiopianregionandthehornAfrica.
 Islam enteredtheregionthroughtwomaingates:
 DahlakIslandintheRedseaand
 TheportofZeilaongulfofAdencoast.

TheMuslim SultanatesSharedcommonFeatures
o TheirpopulationmadeupofMuslim communities
o Theirrulersexercisedbothreligiousandpoliticalpowers
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o Islam andtradewerethemainfactorsfortheiremergence
o Mostofthesultanateswerelocatedinthesoutheastern

lowlandsofEthiopia
o The communities practiced mixed farming. But the

economymainlydependedontrade
A.ThesultanateofShewa

 TheoldestMuslim stateinEthiopianregion
 Therulercametopowerin897AD
 TherulingdynastyofthissultanatewasMakhzumite.Itclaimedto

havedescendedfrom theMakhazumiclanofsouthArabia.

B.TheSultanatesofDahlak
 DahlakisacommonnameforagroupofislandintheRedSea.

Notfarfrom Massawa
 TheArabsestablishedtheirsettlementontheDahlakIslandafter

theyhadattackedanddestroyedAduilsin702.
 Theeconomyofthesultanatesbasedontradeandpiracy

C.ThesultanateofIfat
 Itwasemergedinthemidof13thcentury
 ThefounderwasUmarWalasma(From Walasmafamily).
 DuringthereignofUmarIfatsubduedandincorporatedtheMuslim

sultanateofShewa
 IfatmonopolizedZeilatraderoutes

TheChristiankingAmdeSeyonagainstIfat.
o DuringthattimetherulerofIfatwasverystrongsultanSabredin.Butat

lastthe Ifatrulerdefeated byChristian force and become Christian
tributary.

o ToregaintheirindependenceandcontrolZeilatraderoutesHaqadinIIand
SaadadinretreatedtoHarerplateauandsetupanew muslim resistance
base.

D.TheSutanteofHadya
 ItwasoneoftheoldestMuslim statesinEthiopia.Butwedonot

knowwhenthesultanatecametopower.
 ThesultanatefirstmentionedduringthereignofAmdeSeyon
 The sultanate occupied the mostWesterlyterritoryofEthiopian

region.IttouchedinthewestofGiberiver,inthesouthstretchedup
tolakeAwasa,andnorthofLakeZeway

 Theeconomyofthekingdom wasbasedonmixedfarming
 TheroyaltitleofHadyawasGarad
 Thewell-known HadyaGarad daughtermarried to EmperorZar’a
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Yae’qobandbecomeQueenIlleni
E.SultanateofBali

 Thereisnoevidencewhenthesultanatewasemerged.Thesultanate
firstmentionedduringthetimeofAmadeSeyon

 TherulersusedroyaltitleofgaradlikethatofHadya
 ThesultanateincludespresentdaySidamaethnicgroupsandOromo

people
F.TheSultanteofSharka
 Thepresent-dayArsioromowaspartoftheterritoryofthemedieval

sultanateofSharka
 Wedonotknow whenthesultanatewasemerged.Butthesultanate

wasthetributaryofChristianhighlandkingdom inthe14thcentury
 Inthefirstquarterof15thcenturytheareacontrolledbyImam Ahmed

Ibrahim
 ThesettlersofmedievalSharakaconsistedAlabaandOromopeople.

G.SultanteofDawaro
 ItwassituatedsouthofShoa,borderofIfatontherightofBankof

Awash,southwardasfarasWebiborderofBali
 ItcorrespondedpresentArsi,SidamaandDawaro.
 TheyweremovedtoOmorivervalleybecauseofAhmadIbrahim war.

H.SultanateofDera
 ItwassmallsultanatelocatedeastofAwashbetweenDawaroand

Bali
 TheChristiankingdom usedDeraasaplaceofexileforunruly

monks,whowereforcedtoresideamidahostileMuslim population
I.sultanateofFatagar

 Itwasemergedbythemidof13thcentury
 ThesultanatelocatedbetweenlakeZewayinthesouthandDebre

zeit(Bishoftu)inthenorth
 Itincluded the presentdistrictsofMinjar,Shenkora,and Ada’a in

Shewa
 ItwasthetributaryofAmadeseyon

J.SultanteofArbabini
 TheArabhistorianAl-UmariexplainedaboutthissultanateAccording

toal–UmarithesultanateexistedsouthofAwashriverbetween
HadyaandDawaro.HewasArabhistorian.

K.SultanateofAdal(founded1380-Harer)
 OnceIfatwasconqueredbyChristiankings,itsrulingclassbegan

todividedintotwogroups
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 The merchantclass recognized the authority ofthe Christian
kingdom overIfat

 The2ndgroup,themilitantwingopposedtheChristiandomination
anddeterminedtoregainthelostindependenceofIfat

 Themilitantgroupdecidedtoestablishednewbaseinthelowlands
ofHararandformedAdal.ItsfirstcenterwasDeker,southeastof
Harar.ThesuccessorofUmarWalsamaHaqadinIIandSaadadin
rebelledagainstAmdeSeyon’ssonSayfaArad(r.1344-1371)

 SultanAhemedBadlay(r.1433-1445)ofAdalledmiltarycampaigns
against Christian king Zar’a Ya’eqob(r.1434-1468).But Ahmed
BadlaywasdefeatedbyChristianforcein1445.

 ThewarofChristianhighlandkingdom andAdalwascontinuedfor
alongperiodoftime.

7.3.TheOmoticStatesintheEthiopianregionandHornAfricaupto1529
o Thesestatesinclude:-

A.Thekingdom ofDamot
 ItwastheoldestandstrongeststatesinEthiopianregion
 TheEasternpartofthiskingdom propablyincluded todaysBeni-

Shangul-Gumuz.
 northernpartincludeShewaandsouthofAbayGorgewaspartof

Damot
 Thereisnoevidencewhenthekingdom cameintoexistence.Butthe

historyofthiskingdom goesbacktothehistoryofAksum.
 DamotwasknownbyGold,GingerandSlavetrade.Tradepartnerare

Arabia,Persia,India,Egypt,andGreece
 ThedominanceofDamotcontinuedduringthetimeofZagweperiod
 ZagwekingsandDamotfoughteachotherbutthekingofDamot

defeatedtheforceofZagwekings.
 TheknownkingofDamotwasMotalami.HewasfoughtwithYekuno

Amlak.ThecauseofthestruggletocontrolShewa.
 TheforceofYekunoAmlakdefeatedtheforceofMotalami.Afterits

defeatMotalimiaccepted Christianity.ButDamotcontinued its
resistanceinthesouthofGojebriveruntil1316,whenAmdeSeyon
finallyannexedthekingdom.
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 Damotbecomes the tributary ofChristian kingdom .The Mecha
Oromoarrivedintheareainthe16thcentury.

 DamotpopulationfledacrosstheAbbayRivertosouthGojjam.The
districttheysettledatthetimeisstillcalledDamot.

B.TheKingdom ofKafa
 ItlocatedsouthofGojebriver
 ThepeopleofKafacallthemselvesKaficho
 TheytracedorigintoapeoplecalledMinjo
 TheroyaltitleofKafawasTato
 ThecrownofKafawasbasedofhereditaryofMinjoclan

 TheadministrationofKafakingdom wasdividedintoprovinceswhich
wereruledbyprovincialgovernors

 ThekingwasassistedbysevencouncilcalledMikrecho
 Kafawasknownbydefensesystem .Allalongtheterritorywatchtowers

wereerectedathighpointtowatchtheenemyapproach
 TheeconomyofKafadependedontradeandagriculture.
 KafawasincorporatedintoEthiopianempirein1897duringthetimeof

MenelikII
 ThelastkingofindependentKafawasTatoGakisharochi

C.Kingdom ofEnarya
 ItwaslocatednorthofGojebriverandwestoftheuppercourse

oftheGiberiver
 EnaryawasthetributaryofChristianhighlandkingdom duringthe

timeofAmdeSeyon
 Thesourceofincomeforthekingdom wastrade
 TheMechaclanofLimuOromodefeatedEnarya.
 TheconqurerstookthenameLimu-Enarya,signifiyingacomplete

assimilationofthepeopleofEnaryatoMechaOromo
D.TheKingdom ofBizamo

 ItwasexistedonthesouthernbendoftheAbbayriverjustthe
oppositetothepresentdestrictsofWambarmainsouthern
Gojjam

 MedivalpopulationofBizamoconsistedthespeakersofOmotic
languagefamilyofShinasha.
E.Thekingdom ofWelayta

 ItwaslocatedsouthofsultanateofHadya
 Itsoriginmayhavederivedfrom ancientkingdom ofDamot
 During the reign ofAmde Seyon Welayta was the tributaryof
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Christian
 ThekingofWelaytausedtheroyaltitleKawo.Theareawasvery

fertile.
 ThefirstdynastycametopowertowardstheendoftheZagwe

period.
 ThefounderofthedynastywasMotalami.Hefounded Walayita

Malladynasty.
 TheseconddynastywasKuchauntil1550
 TheeconomyofWalayitadependedonagriculturalproducts.
 WalayitawasfinallyconqueredbyMenelikIIforcein1894
 ThelastkingofindependentWalayitawasKawoTona

F.TheKingdom ofYama
 ItexistedbetweentheGiberiveranduppercourseofOmoriver
 Thekingdom firstmentionedduringthereignoftheChristiankingdom

kingYeshaq.Yamapaidtributeinhorses
 ThefirstkingofYamabelongedtoadynastycalledHalmam Gama.

LaterthisdynastyoverthrownbyMwadynasty
 TheeconomyofYamadependedonagriculture
 TradealsosupportedtheeconomyofYama.
 Thekingdom wasoneofthesourceofslavesfortheEthiopianregion

7.4.HegemonyoftheChristianHighlandkingdom intheEthiopianregionand
theHornofAfricaupto1529

 From 1270-1529theChristiankingdom wasinconstantwar,particularly
withtheMuslim states.

 Thecauseoftheconflictwastocontroltraderoutes
 1270-1529ChristianHighlandKingdom wasdominant
 1529-1543thesultanteofAdalunderAhmedIbn-Ibrahim wasdominant.

ThewarofExpansion
 ThewarofexpansionoftheChristianhighlandkingdom wereinitiated

byAmdeSeyon
 Hewasthemostexpansionistkinginthemedievalperiod
 FirstheagainstDamot,FlashaandGojjam between1316-1317
 HealsoagainsttheMuslim stateslikeIfat,Dawaroandother.
 IfatwasthemostpowerfulMuslim sultanate.ButdefeatedbyKing

AmdeSeyon1332.
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 ThesultanofIfatHaqqedinprovidedpretextbyarrestingacommercial
agentofAmdeSeyontowardstheendof1325.
o TheChristianarmyeasilydefeatedandplunderedandburntIfat.
o ToavoidthedangerofChristianarmyHaqqedin’ssuccessorcalled

Deradir,whoopenedamassiveoffensiveontheterritoryofChristian
kingdom

o AtthebeginningIfatstronglydefeatedChristianarmy.Butfinallythe
ChristianarmydefeatedIfat,Deradirhimselfwascapturedandkilled.

 By1317AmdeSeyonconqueredHadya.Afterconquest,Hadyapaidtribute
to Christian highland kingdom.Buteffective Christian rule was not
establishedinthearea

 TheHadyaGaradAmanorebelled.AmdeSeyonreactedimmediatelyand
ledastrongarmytoHadya.There-conquersofHadyaseriouslydamaged
theeconomicinterestoftheMuslim merchantwhotradedtheslaves.

 TheyreactedbyformingaunitedMuslim frontagainstAmdeSeyon.The
leaderofthefrontwassultanofIfatSabreddin,wholaunchedhisattackin
1332.ButAmdeSeyondefeatedthem.

 AmdeSeyoncontinuedhiscampaign
 toDawaro,whenhesucceededincapturingSabreddinwhowas

imprisonedsubsequently.
 AmdeSeyonalsoconqueredotherMuslim states

 AmdeSeyondiedin1344bynaturaldeath.
 ThesuperiorityofChristianoverIfatdidnotlastlong.
 ThemilitantwingopposedtheChristiandominationanddeterminedto

regainthelostindependenceofIfat.
 TheyestablishedanewsultanatecalledAdalaround1380AD.

 SultanHaqqeddinII(r.1363-1374)
 HestartedagainsttheChristianrulearoundHarer
 HewasagainstChristianKingDawit(r.1382-1413)

o AtthebeginningtheMuslim armywaseffective.Butlaterin1387
Haqqeddinwaskilledinbattleplace.Christianarmydefeatedthe
armyofAdal

o ThesuccessorsultanSadaddin,whowereengagedguerillafighting
.ButkilledinZeilain1403.

 AhemedBadelay(r.1433-1445)
o HewasoneofthemostpowerfulsultanofAdalagainstthe

Christianforce.
o HedefeatedtheChristiankingYishaqin1430.
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 KingZar’aYae’qob(r.1434-1468)
o HekilledsultanAhemedBadlayandhiscollaboratorMahigoof

Hadyakilledinthebattleplacein1445.
o ThereignofZar’aYae’qobmarkedthepackofthedominanceof

theChristiankingdom inEthiopiaandhorn.
o KingZar’aYae’qobdied1468

 KingBa’idaMariyam(r.1468-1478)
o Hewasnotpowerful
o DuringhisreignChristianarmyfacedseriousdefeat
o ItmarkedtheendofChristiandominationinEthiopiaregionand

thehorn
 EmirMahfuz(r.1488-1517)

o HewastheotherpowerfulEmirofAdallaunchedaseriesof
attacksofthereignsofEskindir(1478-1494)&Na’od(1494–
1508)

o FinallyhewaskilledinabattleplacebyChristianleaderLebne
Dengelin1517

 AhmedIbnIbrahim alGhazi(AhmedGragn)(r.1517-1543)
o HewasborntoaclancalledBalaw inHubataplacelocated

betweenHarar&Jijiga.
o HeservedcavalryofficerofMahfuz.
o HewasmarriedMahfuzdaughterBatiDilwambara.
o HestrengthenedhisarmybyinstillingthespiritofJihadinto

conflict.
 In1529atthebattleofShimbraKuretheforceofAhmaddefeatedLebne

Dengel.
FactorforthevictoryofAdal

 ChristianarmyunderminingAdalforce
 Ahmedorganizednewforcefrom Afar,Argoba,Harariandsomalia

.HeledunitedforceanddefeatedChristianarmy.1529-1543-the
dominationofAdal.
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UNIT8
Majoreventsofthe16thcEthiopianregionandthehornofAfricanand

theirimpacts
ConflictsBetweentheSultanatesofAdal&theChristianKingdom.

AfterZar’aYa’eqob’svictoryoverthearmyofAhmedBadleyin1445,the
sultanateofAdalwasreducedtotributarystatus.
Merchants,Imams,sheikhsemirsopposetheChristiankings

EmirMahfuzwastheotherpowerfulEmirlaunchedaseriesofattacksduringthereigns
of

Eskindir(1478-1494)&
Na’od(1494– 1508)finallyhewaskilledinabattleplacebyLebneDengelin

1517.
ThenextsuccessorwasAhmedIbnIbrahim alGhazi(AhmedGragn).

Accordingtohischronicle,He
wasborntoaclancalledBalawinHubataplacelocatedbetweenHarar&Jijiga.
servedasacavalryofficerofMahfuz.
wasmarriedMahfuzdaughterBatiDilwambara.
strengthenedhisarmybyinstillingthespiritofJihad.

Degelham wasthegovernorofBaliduringthetimeofmedievalage.
In1529atthebattleofShimbraQure(nearModjo)theforceofAhmaddefeat
LebneDengel.HiscommandcenterswereDebreBerhan,Waj&Dawaro.

In1535LibneDengelsentJohnBermudeztoEuropewithtwolettersaddressedthe
popeofRome&thekingofPortugal.In1541,Bermudezarrivedwith400soldiersledby
ChristopherdaGama.Theyoungersonoffamoussailor,vascodaGama.

LebneDengel
didnotseethearrivalofmilitaryassistancefrom Portugal.
wasdiedin1540inDebreDamo.
HiswifewasSablaWengel.
wassucceededbyhissonGelawdewos(r.1540-1559).
Ottomanssend900infantrymentoImamsofAdal.ThePortuguesecampedin
waflawaitingGelawdos.InthebattlethePortuguesesufferedacrushingdefeat.
ChristopherdeGamawascaptured&killed.

In1543,thecombinedforceofGelawdewos&Portuguesedefeatedtheforceof
Ahmad GragnatthebattleofWaynadega.TheImam wasshotbyoneof
Portuguesesoldiers.

NB.ThebattleofWaynaDegabroughttodominanceofsultanateofAdalintheEthiopia
regiontoanend.
TheConsequencesofthewarbetweenChristianHighlandKingdom andtheSultanate
ofAdal

Churches,monasteries&Mosquesburntandlooted
thedeathofmanypeople/loseofhumanlife.
TheintermixingofdifferentEthnic&religiousgroups.
TheendoftheSultanateofAdal
ThedeathofAhmedIbnIbrahim alGhazi



FANAEDUCATION

11|Page

Portuguese&OttomanTurkishRivalriesintheEthiopianRegion&theHornof
Africa
ThelegendofPresterJohnofIndieswasimportantfortherevivaloftheforeign
relationsofEthiopiawithChristianEurope.

WhowasPresterJohnofIndies?
ThelegendwasdevelopedduringthetimeofCrusade.

Themainaim wastodevelopthemoralofChristianEuropetoagainstMuslim
power.
Thelegendwasabouttheexistenceofanextremelywealthy&powerfulChristian
kingsomewhereintheEast.
EuropeanChristiansaidthatthestrongChristiankingpresterJohnofIndieswas
marchingfrom IndiatomeddleEastinthesupportofChristian&fightagainst
Muslim.
Inthe14thcentury,thecountryofPresterJohncometobeidentifiedwiththe
medievalChristiankingdom ofEthiopia.
In14thcenturythekingofEnglandHenryIVwrotealettertotheChristiankingof
Ethiopiabyaddressinghim asthePresterJohn.
InthislettertheChristiankingtoprovideamilitaryhelptoliberatetheHolyland
from Muslims.

Portuguese,thesuperpowerofthetimesearchthecountryofthePresterJohnand
senddelegationtoEthiopiain1494.Egyptiansultanswhodidnotwanttoseetheriseof
aChristianpowerinthehornofAfrica.PutpressureonChristiankings.
TheearlyattemptsofkingYishaq&Zar’aYa’eqobtoestablishcontactwithEurope
failedbyEgyptianinfluence.ThePortuguesesailorssucceededindiscoveringnewsea
routersineastbyVascodaGama1498whoreachedIndia.

PortugallaunchedhugenavalexpeditiontotheRedsea&IndianOcean.
TheMiddleEasttradecontrolledbyOttomanTurks.TheArabswereagents
duringthetime.
Thevenetian(Italian)merchantbuygoodsfrom EgyptandsoldtoEuropeathigh
price

TurksimmediatelychallengedthePortuguese.TurksusedEgyptasabasetoattack
Portuguesenavalforceinredsea&IndianOcean.

In1517,TurksdefeatedEgyptianMamluksandextendedtheirpoweroverthe
wholecountry.
The Portuguese during the search fora new sea route to the fareast.A
Portuguese named,Pedro de Covilhao reached the courtofthe Christian
kingdom ofEthiopia 1494.Buthe was notsuccessfulto establish closer
relationshipbetweenEthiopia&Portugal.

QueenElleni(1450-1522),thewifeofZar’aYa’eqob&theregentruleroftheChristian
kingdom,sentaMissiontoPortugalin1512.ThemissionwasledbyanArmenian
MerchantcalledMatthew.
EllenirequestedthePortuguesegovernmentformilitaryhelpagainstthesultanateof
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Adal.
In1520PortugalsentanofficialdiplomaticMissiontoEthiopiabutafter6yearsleft

EthiopiaexceptBermudez
KingLebneDengel(r.1508–1540)wasthesonofNaod.HisforcekilledEmirMahfuz

in1517.
PortuguesesupportedChristianEthiopia
OttomanTurkeysupportAdalsultanate.

OromoPopulationMovement
TheOromosareoneoftheindigenous&oldestpeoplesofEthiopia&thehorn.

8.3.1.OriginalHomelandoftheOromo.
AccordingtoOromooraltradition,theoriginalhomelandoftheOromopeopleis
thehighlandsofpresentdayBale&Sidamoprovinces.Eitheroneofthefollowing
places:-

HarroWalabu,TulluQurqur,TulluWalalandHarroGirja.
Theritual&politicalcentersknownasMaddaWalabu

8.3.2.OromoInstitutions&socialorganization.
Ontheeveofthe16thcenturymovement,theOromowasorganizedintotwo
separateconfederaciescalled

Borena&Barentu.confederacy
BorenaConfederacyincludes:

-

Macha Tulama Guji&

SouthernBoranaclans

Barentu confederacy

includes:-

Karayu,Ittu,Akachu,Marawa,

Warantisha, Humbana and

Ittu

Religion
BeforetheirconversiontoChristianityorIslam,theOromoworshippedtheirown

traditionalreligion.
Waqa:-theOromobelievedtobesupremeGod.ItreferstotheskyGod.

Theultimatepowerintheuniverse&itisalsothesourceoflife&nature.
ThepowerofwaqaismanifestedthroughaspiritcalledAyana.

Ayanaintermediarybetweenwaqa&Oromopeople.
Qallu:-ThespiritualleaderintheOromotraditionalreligion.

Itwashighlyrespectedbythepeopleandcanexercisegreatinfluencebeyondthe
spiritualsphereineconomic,politicalsociallifeofthepeople.Youngandadultmen
vestedtheQallutogethisblessing.

QalluwasalsocalledAbbaMudathefatherofanointment.Hegotthename
from theceremonyofmuda.Itcelebratedoncein8yearsinthehonorsofthe
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Qallu.
TheQallublessedGadaofficialstogovernOromoforEightyears

TheGadaSystem.
Gadasystem:-was

theOromodevelopedademocraticsocio–politicalstructure.
arrangementofSocialcategories’usuallycalledgrades.
arrangementofmenintogroupsusuallycalledpartiesor“sets”.
anarrangementoftasksorworktobeperformed&itmainlyfocusedonan

arrangementofideas,principles&rules.
Thegroupsofmenarecalledpartiesorclassesoragesets(Misensaorgogesa).

ThestagesorCategories,8yearslongperiodsthroughwhichallpartiesmustpassis
knownasGrade.

FullGadacycle40years
Thefivecommonlyusedparty(group)namesusedintheGadasystem are

Birmaji
Bichile
Horata
Duulo&
Robale
Amanandallhisbrothersareinthesamepartyregardlessofthedifferencesin
theirages.

Grade Numberofyearsin

theGrade

AgeofIndividuals

Iti-Mako 0-8 8-16

Daballe 8-16 16-24

Folle 18-24 24-32

Qondalla 24-32 32-40

Luba 32-40 40-48

Fivepartiesoperatedatonetimein40-yearcycle.Eachgroupassignedbythe
rulesofGadatotakeresponsibility
BytheendofhislifeeverymaninGadahadheldeverymajorpositioninthe
system.
AttheLubagradethepartytakestheresponsibilityofgoverningthenationfor8
years.
Afterperformanceinpublicofficeallmenofthepartywereautomaticallyretiled
ormadeYuba,celebratedasaChaffeofcompletioncalledGadamoji.

ThemainfunctionsateachGadastages
I.Iti-mako

Serveasmessenger



FANAEDUCATION

14|Page

Lookingafterthecalves
Doingerrandsclosetohome

II.Daballe
Herding
Locatingtradeopportunities
Makingdecisionssafeguardingthesocieties&livestock.

III.Folle
Warriors
Abba-Dulaelectedfrom thisrank

IV.Qondala
Transitiongrade
Reservearms

V.Luba
Therulinggrade
AllmaleOromojoinedtheGadasystem attheirbirth.
TheGadapolitical–militarystructureexcludedwomen.
TheOromowomenhadparallelinstitutionknownasSiqqee.
TheofficialofGadawereelectedonthebasisoftheirmerit&ability.
ThehighestauthoritywasvesteduponAbbaBokkuorAbbaGada(fatherof
gada,i.espoksman)
Abbasera→ Chiefofjudge.
AbbaDula→Commanderofthearmy.
Shaneeorsalgee→Council.
ThepoliticalphilosophyoftheGadasystem wasembodiedthreemainprinciples:
-
Termsofeightyears
Balancedoppositionbetweenparties&
Powersharingbetweenhigher&lower
Theseprincipleshelptopreventmisuseofpower.
Corruptordictatorialleaderswouldberemovedfrom thepowerthroughthe
processcalledBuqisu(Recall)beforetheofficialendtheirterm

External&InternalFactorsforthefalloftheGadasystem
Frequentwars
EmergenceofpowerfulwarleadersAbbaDulaswho graduallyemerged as
“Motis”or(kings)
Thedevelopmentoflongdistancetrade
TheIntroductionofIslam
TheInfluenceofthehierarchicalsystem ofEthiopianEmpire.

Cause&DirectionsoftheOromoMovement
CausesforOromopopulationmovementswere

Differentsuggestions,butgenerallybelievedthatwasHumananddemographicfactors.It
included

war&disturbanceof2nd halfof15th & early16th Centurychangetheenvironmentof
Oromo

Climatechangemighthaveforcedtomoveout
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Populationincrease(aggravatedtheneedofland)

Growthofthenumberoftheircattle(grazinglands)and

breathingspaceforthemselves(excessiveland)
Theseresultedinadramaticandlargescalepopulationmovementin16thcenturyinthe
hornofAfrica.

Themovementmainlyfocusedonsearchofgrazinglandfortheircattle&
breathingspaceforthemselves.
Between1550– 1580therewasarapidOromopopulationmovementinto
Central,Western,Southeastern,Southern&northregionsofEthiopiaandalso
movedtothepresentdayKenya&Somalia.
The16thcenturyOromomovementinitiatedbytheTulama&Mechapastoralist
accordingtoAbbaBahrey.
AbbaBahreywasOrthodoxMonkwholivedinthe16thcenturyinGamowhich
located60km toHarroWalabu.
OromolaunchedanumberofattackonthestatesofHadya,Bali,Sharka,Dawaro
andFatagar
Gelawdewos(r.1540-1559)kingofChristianhighlandkingdom failedtostopthe
Oromorapidmovement.
By1560theOromoestablishedcenterinFatagar“OdaNabi”inDukam.30km
southeastofAddisAbaba.
Oromo launched periodic campaigns in the western direction againstwaj,
Bizamo,Damat&Gafat.
SarseDingil(r.1563-1597)Christianhighlandkingdom king
HescoredavictoryovertheOromowarriors
ButthetemporarysuccessdidnotstopOromo
About1580sBizamo,DamotandEnarayaconqueredbyOromo.
ThetwoOmoticstatesKaffaandwelayitaresistedOromopopulationexpansion.

OromoPopulationMovementDirection
ArsiwholeftthehighlandsofBale&movetowardstheNorthwesttotheir
presentterritoryaroundlakeZway.
TheSouthernBorenawholefttherecenterinNorthWesternBale& Moved
Southwardstotheirpresentterritory.
TheKarrayyuwholivedintheuppercourseofWabeshebele.
Ittu&HumbanaclansleftBale&movedtoHarar.
Gujiaroundlakezeway
ThemovementofOromobeganatabout1522&subsidedaround1604.
Enaryaresistancelastedupto1710.

TherearetworeasonsforthesuccessoftheOromopopulationmovement.
1st-StrongnatureofOromoSocio-politicomilitaryorganizationand
2nd–ThecivilwarofChristiankingdom &Muslim sultanates

ConsequencesofOromopopulationMovement
TheMovementtookvariousOromoClanstofarawayplaceinEthiopia.
ThemovementbroughttheOromocontactwithvariouspeopleoftheEthiopian
region.
ThemovementequallyaffectedbothOromo&otherstates.



FANAEDUCATION

16|Page

walayita&Kafasurvivedbecauseofheroicresistance&scarifies.
OromotookvariousSocio-culturalelements.
Themovementaffectedthegadasystem.
Oromoinvolvedinthelongdistancetrade.
TheOromoborrowedsomeelementsofkingshipfrom neighboringpeoples.
FormationofmonarchicalstatesinGibebasin
Limmu-Enaraya,Jimma,Goma,Guma&Gera
Theotherstatesin wallagalikeLeeqaa Qellem,Leeqaa Naqamtee&Horo-
Guduru
TodaymanypeoplesofEthiopiashareseveralcommonsocial&culturalvalues.
ThisisoneoftheconsequencesoftheOromopopulationMovementinthe
16thcentury.

Questions
1.WhowaspresterJohnofIndies?
2.whyPortugaland Ottoman Turks involved in the conflictofChristian highland
kingdom andMuslim statesconflict?
3.MentiontheresultofthebattleofWaynadegain1543?
4.WhatwasthepoliticalphilosophyofGadasystem?
5.ListthemembersofBarentuandBorenaconfederacy
6.ExpalintheconsequencesofOromopopulationmovement



FANAEDUCATION

17|Page

UNIT9

THEETHIOPIANCHRISTIANHIGHLANDKINGDOM(1543-1855)

9.1.AttemptstoConsolidateandShiftthePoliticalCentreoftheHighland
Christiankingdom

AfterthedeathofImam AhmedatthebattleofWeynaDegain1543,theridesfrom
Adaldidnotceaseimmediately.
ButtheOromopopulationmovementaffectedtheChristiankingdom
Theothermaintreatofthekingdom theOttomanTurksinvolvementintheRedsea
coast

KingGelawdeos(r.1540-1559)
HewasthefirsttoconfronttheridesofAdalandOromoincursions.Beforethathe
hadto

consolidatehisnorthernprovinces:Dembya,Gojjam,Begmder,Lasta,Semen,and
Tigray.

LaterGelawdeosestablishedhiscentersouthofAbbayatwaj(Debrezeit.).
From thiscenterheattacksAdalintheEastandOromointhesouth.
TheChristianarmycursedtheMuslim forcesofAdal.
GelawdeosstrugglewithOromos.ThetacticofOromowarfarewashit–andrun
type

TheMuslim armyfoughtonconventionalwar.
In1559GelawdeosledhisarmyinafatalcampaignagainstAdal.
InthehitofthebattlethatfollowedthearmyofAdalwhichwasledbyEmirNur
Mujahid,scoredasparklingvictoryovertheChristianarmy.

Finally,Gelawdeoshimselfkilledandbeheaded,andhisheadwastakentoHarer
aswartrophy.

EmirNurMujahid(r.1550-1567)
HedefeatedChristianarmyin1559AD.
HedidnotpursuetheirvictoryoverChristianforce&reconqueringthekingdom.
HisforcewasdefeatedbyOromoforcesontheirwaytobacktoHarer
Hedidnotsavethesultanatefrom Oromoattack
HebuiltthegreatwallofHarertocheckOromoassaultbythemidof16th
century.

JanAmora
HewaspowerfulChristianarmyleader
HewasdrivenoutofFatagarinthewarwithOromo
Fatagarbecamethenew basefrom wheretheOromoslaunchedtheirnext
attacksontheChristiankingdom &theneighboringprovinces

KingMinas(r.1559-1563)
HewasthebrotherofGelawdeosandhissucceededhim.
MinaschangedtheChristiancenterfrom ShewatonorthofAbbay.Theplace
calledMengisteSemayat.
ThecourtestablishednearlakeTanaataplacecalledGuba’eEnfranze
HealsoencircledbytensionsofOromomovementandAdalwar
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ThenhedecidednottomakeanyattempttoregaintheChristianprovincesin
thesouthofAbbay.

KingSarsaDingil(r.1563-1597)
HewasthesonofMinas
Hecametopowerattheageofthirteen(13)
Hisfirstyearofreignaperiodofpoliticalinstabilitythatcausedbyrebellionof
oldgeneralsagainsttheyoungking.
ForexampleHamalmalwhodefinedtheauthorityofthekingandsettledwithhis
largearmyinwesternShewa.
In1566anotherrebellionfrom Fasilo.FasiloevenattackedSarsaDingilwho
narrowlyescapedfrom death.
Inthelate1570’stheattentionofSarsaDingilshiftedtowardsencroachmentsof
OttomanTurksonthenorthernprovincesofhiskingdom.
OttomanTurksoccupiedportofMassawaandadvancedtoDabarawa.
TheareawasruledbyYisaq(hewasBahrenegashgovernor).

SarasaDingilcursedtherebellionofYeshaq,althoughhedidnotdislodgethe
OttomanTurksfrom coastalterritories.
SarsaDingilmarchedacrosstheAbbaytothesouth
TostopOromoadvanceandregaintheformerprovincesofthekingdom.
HegotthesubmissionofEnaryain1568
Hegotvictoryonlyinonebattle1572overtheOromowarriors
HealsomadeanothercampaigntoEnrayain1597,buthefillillanddiedinthe
districtofShat,neartheGiberiver
AfterthedeathofSarsaDingilpowerstrugglebetween
Yacob,
ZaDingiland
Suseniyoswereenthronedanddethronedoneafteranother1597-1601.
Finally,Suseniousbecomeeffective.HewasassistedbyOromowarrior.

9.2.CatholicizationandCivilWars
In1535LibneDengelsentBermudezwithalettertoPortugaltogetsupportand
tofightwithAhmedIbrahim.
In1541PortugalsentsoldierstoChristiankingdom.
FollowingthePortuguesemilitaryassistance,Catholicmissionaries(Jesuits)
cametoEthiopia,whosoughttoconverttheOrthodoxChristianofEthiopiato
Catholic.
Bermudez claimed thatin return formilitaryassistance,Libne Dengilhad
promisedtogiveathirdofhiskingdom tothekingofPortugalandhadto
converted,togetherwiththesubjects,toCatholicism.
In1541BermudezheardofthedeathofthekingwhilestillinGoa.Bermudez
madehimselfPatriarchoftheChristiankingdom.Hewasnotorderedbythe
Pope.ThenheaskedGelawdewostoacceptCatholicism.Bermudezbegantryto
forceGelawdeostofulfilltheallegedpromisesofhisfather.
GelawdewosknewthatLibneDingildidnotpromisetoconverttoCatholicism.
HerejectedBermudezproposal.
ThekingofPortugal,JohnIII,alsorefusedtorecognizeBermudezaspatriarch
ofthekingdom .
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SocietyofJesuswastheoutcomeofthereactionofCatholicagainstprotestant
reformation
ItwasfoundedbyIgnatiusLoyalofSpainin1540.
GelawdewoswrotealettertothekingofPortugaltosendcatholicpriestswho
couldrenderreligiousservicesforthePortuguesesoldiers.
Butthe king John IIIofPortugalmisunderstood because he thoughtthat
GelawdewoswantedtoconverttoCatholicism.
Sothekingandthepope,decidedtosendonepatriarchandtwobishopswho
wereselectedandordainedfrom amongtheJesuit.
GlawdeosheardaboutthearrangementmadeinEuropeforhisconversion,he
wrotealetterofobjectiontothePortuguesegovernorofIndia.
ThegovernorsentyoungcatholicpriestcalledRodrigueztoconvincethekingto
acceptthepatriarchandbecomecatholic.
TheyoungJesuitpriestsopenlycriticizedtheorthodoxChristiantraditions
Suchascircumcision,foodtaboos,fasting andobservanceofSaturdayas
heresies.Atthebeginning hetoleratesthepriestsbecauseheneeded the
Portuguesearmysupports.
GelawdewosrejectedthedemandandRodriguezreturnedtoGoa(India).
ThegovernorofIndiasentagainanotherbishopcalledAndredeOviedoto
convinceGelawdeos.
ThenabishopcametoEthiopiain1557toconvertking.ButOviedofailedto
convincetheking.
GelawdewoswroteabookcalledConfessionsofGelawdewos.
Inwhichhedefendedthepracticeoforthodoxfaithofthekingdom againstthe

criticism ofCatholicPriests
OvideoisolatingPortugusearmyfrom GelawdeosIn1559Gelawdewosdiedin
thewarwithEmirNurbecausetheportugusesolidirsrefusedtofightontheside
ofGelawdeos,whileEmirNurgotsupportfrom OttomanTurks
AfterOviedodiedtwootherbishops,PedroPaezandAlfonsoMendezcameto
Ethiopia.Paezcame1603anddied1622
Paez successfulin converting many influentialdignities ofthe kingdom,
includingSusenyos(r.1607—1632).Alfonsein1622arrivedinEthiopiaandstay
until1632.
AfterthedeathofSarsaDingilpoliticaldisorderasaresultofanacutepower
strugglestartedbecause:-AllJesuitbishopknowaboutthesituations
PaezarrivedatMassawain1603.BythecivilZaDingilkilled(1604)Afterthe
deathofZaDingil,Ya’icobwasagainputonthethrone.Paezcontinuedthesame
dealwithYa’icob,whoagreedtoacceptCatholicism.
BeforetheagreementwasimplementedYa’icobwaskilledinthebattleplacein
1607.Ya’icobsucceededbySuseniyos.
SusenyosthenallowedtheJesuitstopreachedCatholicism
Si’ilkerstosthebrotherofSusenyos,wasthefirstpersonwhoconvertedto
Catholicism.Butre-baptizedin1611.
Since1612publicdebatesoncatholicprincipleswereheldinthepalace,chaired
bySusenyos.InthedebateCatholicrepresentedbySi’ilkerstos.
TheCatholicscondemnedtheOrthodoxChurchpracticeofcircumcision,fasting



FANAEDUCATION

20|Page

onFridayandWednesdayandtheobservanceofSaturdaysasherises.
-AllmeasuresleadtopeasantrebellionagainstSusenyosstartedin1617supportedby
theclergy.

SusenyoshimselfbecameacatholicanddeclaredCatholicism astatereligion
in1622.
Susenyosfoughtmanybattlesbetween1626and1632.
Suseniyos came to understand thathe could notsuppress the staunch
oppositionofchurchandpeasantsmilitarist.

FinallyafterthebattleofDenqezin1632,Suisenyosdecidedtowithdrawalfrom the
experiment with Catholic. So he decided to abdicate in favor of his son,
Fasiledes(r.1632-1667)

Catholicmissionaries
Bermudez

Roderiguz
Ovideo Mendez
Paez-hewassuccessfultoconvertsuseniyos

9.3.TheGonderPeriod(1636-1769)
Themainprovincesofthekingdom wereGojjam,Begemdir,Simen,Tigrayand
Gonder
KingFasiledes(r.1632-1667)foundedapermanentcapitalcityatGonderin1636.
Theperiodbetween(1636-1769)isknownastheGonderineperiodbecause
Gonderwaspolitical,economicalandculturalcenter.
Largeimperialquarterwasbuilt,
Magnificentcastlesandpalacesforkings,residencesfortheAbunandEchegge
andchurcheswerebuiltinGonder.
TheChurchesbecamecentersofeducation,musicandpoetryforwhichGonder
becomefamousandthecenterofExcellency.
Gonder was also center of an active trade,the trade route from the

southwesternpartofEthiopianenteredGonder.Thenitbranchedoutintotwo
MassawaontheRedseacoastandMetemmaontheSudanborder.
ThetradewasmainlydominatedbytheMuslims,whoalsotookpartinweaving
TheFelashasengagedinmasonry,pottery,basketryandmetalWorks
TheMuslim communities,theFelashasandotherforeigners(Armenian,Indian
andPersianmerchant)werenotallowedtoliveinthecity.
TheylivedintheseparatequarterintheoutskirtsofthecityatAddisAlem.It
helpedfortheexpansionofGonder.
Bythelate18thcenturyGonderhadabout70,000inhabitantswhobelongfrom
differentreligiousandculturalgroups.
Therulingclasswholedluxuriouslifeinthesplendidpalacesandcastles.
TheprosperityofGonderdidnotlastlonganditwasfarfrom thecenterofthe
kingdom
Thisledtogrowthofregionalism andincreasingindependenceofthegreat
regionallords.
GonderexperiancedaperiodofGloryandsplendoronlyduringthereignof
Fasiledes(r.1632-1667),
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YohannesI(r.1667-82)and
IyasuI(IyasutheGreat)(r.1682-1700)

I.Fasiledes(r.1632-1667)
HeestablishedGondercitycenterforagriculturalandmarkettown.
Heorganizedstrongcentralgovernment
Herestoredtheorthodoxfaith
HeexpelledtheJesuitmissionariesfrom thecountry
Manycatholicconverterswerekilled.

HeestablishedGonderapermanentcapitalofthekingdom in1636.
Heintroducedaclosedoorpolicywhichisolatedthecountryfrom Christian
Europeforabout200years.
HemadeanalliancewiththeImamsofYemenandthepashasofSwakinand

Massawa
inordertostopthecomingofEuropeans.

II.YohannesI(r.1667-1682)
HewasthefourthsonofFasiledos
HesegregatetheinhabitantsofGonder

HealsoagainstAgaw,Angot,Lastaandwalloforsubmission.
HealsoworkhardtostrengthcentralGovernment

I.IyasuI(r.1682-1706)
HisnicknameIyasuthegreat
Hewasthemostpowerfulking.
Hewasthelaststrongkingbeforetheperiodofpoliticaldisorderstarted

Iyasucollectedannualtributefrom Shewa.SincetheestablishmentofGonderno
ChristiankingventuredsouthwardacrosstheAbayrivertoregaintheChristian
kingdom,butIyasuapplyit.
DuringhisreignatraditionalcivilcodeandFithaNegestwasrevised
Landlawsalso amendedandTaxesandcustomswerereorganized,which

promotedtrade.HestrengthrelationswithEgypt.
Healsoviolatedcloseddoorpolicy.AFrenchphysiciancalledJacquie’sPoncet
curedIyasufrom skindisease.

-TwoJesuitsalsovisitedthekingdom whicharousedsuspicionamongtheclergy.The
kingalsosentadelegationofsevenyoungChristianstothepopeofRome.
-In1704earthquake,consideredbytheclergyasGodexpressionofangeragainstthe
Jesuitspresence.ThenIyasufledtoLakeTana.Wherehepursuedbyassassinswho
murderedhim in1706.
NB.JacquesPoncet(Frenchphysician)andJamesBruceScottishtraveler(todiscover
thesourceofBlueNile)cametoEthiopiainthisperiodofisolation

AfterIyasudeathhissonTeklehaymanottookthethrone,butnoteffective.
ThedeathofIyasuIopenedperiodofpoliticalupheaval.
Fivekingswerestruggletocontrolpower

Bekkafa(r.1721-1730)wasrelativelypeace
HisconsortEtegeMintiwab.ShewasmotherofIyasuII
Headmiredforhisefficientadministration
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DuringhisreignShewabegantobeautonomous
HewassucceededbyhissonIyasuII

IyasuII(Iyasuthelittler.1730-55)
HecametopowerundertheregencyofhismotherEtegeMintiwab,camefrom
Quara
MintiwabcontrolledthepowerandassignedherbrotherWeldeleulasRas
bitweded.
IyasuwantedtoavoidthedominationofQuarafamily.Sohedecidedtocreate

alliancewithOromoLordsandhemarriedWabifrom walloOromo.
BakaffahadearlierspentsomeofyearsofexilewiththeWalloOromochief
Amezo
ThedaughterofAmezocalledWabiwhowasbaptizedasBersabehandmarried
IyasuII.ThereforetheinfluenceofOromo’sincreased.
ThesuccessorsofIyasuIIwashissonIyoas

Iyoas(r.1755-1769)
Hewasbornfrom BersabehandIyasuII
Thegrowingthreatfrom Amharachiefstohispowerforcedtheyoungkingwant
supportfrom Oromo.
HeinvitedLuboandBirilethebrotherofBersabehwhocametoGonderwith
3000cavalrymen.
TheinfluenceofWalloOromoinGondergrewstrong.
IyoasgrandmotherMintiwabtookpartintheoppositiontoagainsthergrandson.
SheaskedthehelpofthepowerfulTigreanlordRasMichaelSehulbecauseher
brotherRasBitwededweldeleuldiedin1767
RasMichaelarrivedinGonderin1768andtookthetitlerasbitwededand
becameguardianoftheking.
Unfortunately,intheintriguethatfollowedRasMichalgotIyoasmurderedin
1769andputonthethrone70yearsoldYohannesIItothethrone.
ThedeathofIyoas1769whichmarkedthebeginningofZemeneMesafint

9.4.TheZemenMesafint(EraofLords)(1769-1855)
ItwasaperiodinEthiopiahistorystartedwiththedeathofIyoasin1769and
lasted1855.

ThecharacteristicsofZemeneMesafint
Civilwar
Socialinstabilityandpoliticalfragmentation.
Gondarinekingvirtuallylosttheirsupremepower&authority
Manyregionsbecamesemi-autonomous.
Absenceofruleoflaw
Shewabecamecompletelyindependencefrom thecentralgovernment
OrthodoxChurchsuffereddoctrinaldifference.
Weaknationalpower
Differentlordsbecamepowerfulandadoptedthetitleof“Ras”.
Thepeasantrywasforcedtofighttheendlesswarsoftheprovisionallords.
Itcauseddeclineinagriculturalproduct,stagnationoftradeandthecollapseof
handcraft.
Zemene Mesafintstarted afterthe erosion ofthe traditionalpowerofthe
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Christianmonarchy.
Firstfactorsledtotheerosionofpowerandauthorityofthemonarchyhadtheir
originsinthewarofAhemedIbrahim.
BeforeImam Ahmed,theChristiankingsAmadeSeyonandZareYacobwere
renownedfortheirmilitaryandpoliticalexploits.
AfterImam AhmeddefeatedtheChristiankingtheimageoftheChristiankings
destroyed.ThefirstvictimswereLibneDengelwholivedfugitivelifemorethana
decadeafterthebattleofShimbrakurein1529.
Theotherfactorfortheerosionthetraditionalpowerwastheestablishmentof
Gonderasacapital.BeforeitsestablishmenttheChristiankingsusedmobile
capitaltoadministervastarea
Thekingsneglectedtheprovincesisthemeantimetheregionallordsbuiltup
theirpower.
SopowerfullordofTigrayWeldeSilassieandShewanpowerfullordShale
Selassie oppose the centralgovernmenteven made theirregionalpower
hereditary.
Severalregionallordswereinvolved inthestruggleofforthetitleofRas

Bitweded.
ThefirstrasbitwededafterthedeathofWeldeleulwasrasMichaelSheulof
Tigray.
Afterthe downfallofMichaelSheulin the early 1770s the position was
monopolizedbytheYejjuOromos,whosetupYejjuorWarashehdynastyin
1786.
ThefounderofthisdynastywasAliGwangul(AlitheGreatorAliI)whobecame
thefirstYejjuOromototakethetitle,Rasbitweded.Sixofhisfamilytookthetitle
ofrasafterhim forexample,RasGugsaandRasAliAlula(AliII)andsoon.
ThepoliticalunitsduringZemeneMesafintinthedifferentdirectionwere
North:-Tigray
Center:-Simen,Dembia,Begemdir,Lasta,Amhara,YejjuandWallo
South:-Gojjam andShewa
Themainpowerfulregionsconductedtheirownforeignrelationsindependently.

ForexampleTigrayusedportofMassawaandShewaconductedtheirownforeign
relationthroughAwsaandTajura

DuringZemenMesafintaforeignthreattoEthiopiacamefrom EgyptintheEthio–
Sudaneseborder.

Thiscamefrom EgyptaftertheriseofMohamedAliwhoextendedEgyptruleSudanin
1821.

From SudanconqueredtheEthiopianterritoryinthewestdirection.Thelocalnobles
whofoughtwithEgyptwereDejazmachWubeofsemen,DejazmachKinfuofQuara,
andKassaHailu.

KassafoughtwithEgyptatthebattleofDebarqi1848.
AtthetimeofZemeneMesafintmanypeopleabandonedtheirprofessionandbecome

bandit(shiftas).
Kassa Hailu,before,he became Tewodros IIfoughtwith regionallords at
differentbattleplace,forexample
Nov,1852atthebattleofGuraAmba,hedefeatedDejachGoshuofGojjam.
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April,1853atthebattleofGorgoraBichen,hedefeatedfourvassalsofRasAliII
June1853atthebattleofAyshal,hedefeatedRasAlihimself&

Feb,1855atthebattleofDerasge,HedefeatedDejachWubeofsemen&Tigray.
KassaHaylu,tookthronenameTewodrosconsideringaprophecycontainedin
themedievalbookFekareIyasus.
Inthisbook,itwasprophesiedthatakingbythenameTewodroswouldcometo
rule&bringpeacetothepeopleafteraperiodoftroubles.Thenhecrownedking
ofkingsofEthiopiainFeb,1855,byAbuneSelamaatDerasgeMariam
TheriseofTweodrostopowerledtotheendofZemeneMesafint
ThetwopoliciesofTewodrosII(r.1855-1868)
Political–re-unificationand
Modernization

Questions
1.WhoestablishedGonderasapermanentseatofpoliticalpower?
2.MentionthemajordevelopmentsoftheGondarianeperiod
3.ListthemissionarieswhotriedtoconverttheEthiopiankingstoCatholicism.
4.ExplainaboutthepoliticalcenterofGelawdeows,MinasandSersaDengil.
5.MentionthefeaturesofZemenMesafint
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ጉዞወደስኬት
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Joinአድርጉታተርፋላችሁ

Mathematicsይከብዳልማለትእናአስጠኒመፈለግቀረ
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