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Author's Note

For the convenience of readers, the terms 'Naxal' and 'Maoist' are used interchangeably throughout this book. This is common practice in the media and even the police. In fact, the Maoists too use both terms to define themselves. But the fact is that the current Maoist movement is bigger than the original Naxal movement in terms of its reach and strength. The Maoists have moved leaps ahead of their predecessors who were a part of the Naxalbari movement from where the word 'Naxalite' was coined. In that sense, the current 'Naxalites' are more 'Maoist' than Naxal.
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GIVE ME RED

To be radical is to grasp things by the root.

—Karl Marx

Inside us there is something that has no name, that something is what we are.

—Jose Saramago


The spasms had been troubling him again. In fact, amoebic dysentery had been his constant companion, a result of a harsh life of more than three decades. And an enlarged prostate too. He was more comfortable with the pain these afflictions caused than the feel of the cold metal of a gun in his hands whenever he had had to hold it. But that was on very rare occasions, deep inside the forest along the Eastern Ghats: memorial meetings for fallen comrades, ceremonial parades or military drills. Presently, though, he was hundreds of miles away from the jungles of central India.

He was in Delhi.

The Molarband Extension colony of south Delhi's Badarpur area was a different kind of jungle. Early in the morning, thousands of men swarmed through the narrow, sewage-ridden roads, locust-like, on their ramshackle bicycles. They worked in factories as fitters or cutters or as daily wage labourers at construction sites or as private security guards. Life was tough. In recent times, it had become more difficult to survive, with the prices of food and daily necessities going through the roof. Many men stayed alone, leaving their families behind in small towns or villages. Fathers waiting for a little money to come by for a cataract operation. Widowed mothers. Unmarried sisters. Impoverished wives hoping to save enough for the education of children. Out of their meagre incomes, the men struggled to send as much money as possible to their families.

For years, the poor workers took solace from an old film song: Dal roti khao, prabhu fee gunn gao (Have dal-roti, sing paeans to the Almighty). But now with dal costing almost Rs 100 a kilo, the poor didn't know what to eat and in the cruel city, who to sing paeans to.

The city ran on a very complex arithmetic. It was a city drunk on power, a city from where a handful of people decided the fate of over a billion others, from Kashmir to Kanyakumari, as messages painted on highways by the Border Roads Organisation would remind one. These few people were India's political leaders. Their abode was the Parliament in the heart of New Delhi, a place referred to as 'pigsty' by the man and his comrades.

On Sundays, the city's middle class would come out in hordes, in their small and big cars, enjoy ice cream at India Gate and then watch a movie at one of the multiplexes. This would cost a family of four at least Rs 1500, more than what 74 million households or 37.2 per cent of India's population earned in two months. The city was a paradox. People would come out to rally for the rights of pet animals, and others would brand their underage maidservants with a hot iron. It was a city where the malnutrition rate was 35 per cent,1 far worse than sub-Sahara. In the same city, surveys2 revealed that 40 per cent of schoolkids were overweight. For the Commonwealth Games, the homes of the poor were being dismantled. Leviathan billboards were being put up to eclipse slums so that foreign athletes would only be able to see glitzy shopping malls and departmental stores selling soy milk and broccoli.

There were two things Delhi didn't want: monkeys and poor people. Thousands of beggars were being bundled into municipal vans and there were negotiations with other states to take their beggars back. A few years earlier, the capital city had tried, in a similar manner, sending its monkeys to the wilderness of other states. And now, for the Games, hundreds of thousands of people would be displaced in all. In 2001, the sealing of small-scale factories in residential areas had rendered thousands of workers jobless. It was the ensuing unrest that the comrades wanted to take up as a cause, and motivate young labourers and workers to channel their anger into something 'meaningful'. To be close to such workers and win them over, the man had been living in the Molarband Extension colony.

Over the past few weeks, the man had also been getting treated for his ailments at a city hospital. He was using a voter identity card, bearing the name of Dilip Patel, for all official purposes. His contacts in the city had made these arrangements.

For purposes of communication, he shunned modern devices such as the mobile phone. Most of the communication was done through a human courier. He had one trusted courier who had been with him for about five years.

Oblivious of what his trusted lieutenant had been up to, the man went about doing his work. On 20 September 2009, he arrived at the Bhikaji Cama office complex, next to Delhi's diplomatic enclave.

Unknown to him, a few men sat in a car, waiting for him.

It was a Sunday, and the regular crowd of office executives who otherwise would be out at this hour for a quick smoke or lunch was missing. The handicapped man who sold soft drinks and cigarettes on his special cycle had no customers to attend to—he passed his time reading a Hindi newspaper. The passport office where thousands of ambitious youth would come every day to try their luck at foreign shores was also shut.

Inside the car, a deputy superintendent of the Special Intelligence Branch of the Andhra Pradesh Police was getting restless. It was hot inside the car and, as he wiped the sweat from his brow, he looked at the man sandwiched between him and his colleague. 'Are you sure he will come?' the officer asked him. The man nodded quickly. He looked at his watch and then looked outside. He was the only one who could identify the man they waited for, the man he had served as courier for years.

At about one p.m., the tall, thin-moustached man appeared and stopped at the bus stop next to the complex. A jute bag was slung across his shoulder. The courier now signalled. In a minute or two, the operation was over. The man was bundled inside the car and taken to the Special Cell Branch of the Delhi Police, near Delhi's famous cultural hub, India Habitat Centre.

Two days later, the police made an announcement. They had arrested Kobad Ghandy, they said, one of the seniormost leaders of the Maoist movement in India. The leader of a large mass of men and women, which had recently been declared India's gravest internal security threat by none other than Prime Minister Manmohan Singh himself. The men and women known more popularly as the Naxalites. Or simply Naxals.

A day later as he was being produced in court, Kobad Ghandy raised slogans as feverishly as he could while struggling to overcome the exhaustion of sustained interrogation. 'Bhagat Singh zindabad' and 'Anuradha Ghandy amar rahe'. The onlookers who were used to seeing ordinary criminals or terrorists being produced in the court were surprised at these slogans. After all, never before had they heard someone in the court premises or even elsewhere shout praises in favour of India's most popular revolutionary.

And, Anuradha Ghandy … who was Anuradha Ghandy?

(Note: This scenario is based on inputs from intelligence sources. However, there still is confusion on whether the courier actually led the police to Kobad Ghandy. A day after his disappearance, the courier is believed to have contacted a Maoist sympathiser in Punjab, who used to work with Kobad, and informed him that Kobad had turned incommunicado.)
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On 6 April 2010, in the central Indian state of Chhattisgarh, a group of soldiers belonging to the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) was returning after an area-domination exercise. In the early hours of that morning, they were ambushed by a collective squad of Maoists who divided themselves into smaller groups and encircled the CRPF men. Some of the soldiers fought back but they were no match for the Maoists. In no time, 75 CRPF men and a local policeman accompanying them lay dead. Within hours, the images of the encounter, first shot by a local television channel, were flashed across national television.

It was perhaps the deadliest attack so far in any insurgency that India had faced ever since she became independent. In two decades of militancy in Kashmir, aided and abetted by a neighbouring country, never had so many soldiers died in a single attack Kashmir and India's north-east no longer matched the Maoist insurgency in its ferocity and ability to grab headlines.

Till a few years ago, Maoists were off the news radar. Kashmir was what sold well. But now, India's heartland had become the new Kashmir. It was a very complex situation. Within a few years, the Maoist insurgency had moved from strength to strength and was now spread across almost half of India: Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Orissa, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh. The Maoist leaders were everywhere. In West Bengal's Lalgarh, one of the seniormost Maoist leaders, Mallojula Koteshwara Rao alias Kishenji had almost turned into a mythical figure. Appearing every now and then on television, his back towards the camera and an AK–56 assault rifle slung upside down on his shoulder, in his demeanour he was more like a retired professor than a dreaded rebel. He spoke in a feeble voice. But Kishenji was anything but ordinary. He had personally supervised an armed rebellion led by tribals against the state of West Bengal for months now, at one point of time turning the entire Lalgarh area in West Midnapore district into a 'liberated zone'—an area where the Maoists ran a virtual government with no state authority in sight. The local police stations were taken over by Red rebels who ruthlessly killed cadres of the ruling CPM government.

Troops had been deployed but still the armed insurgency continued, and scores of people were killed every day. In one such deadly attack, 24 soldiers of the Eastern Frontier Rifles were killed by a group of Maoists led by a woman commander. Across India's heartland, a war was on. Though the home ministry kept on denying it, the fact remained that a massive military operation had been mounted across the Maoist-affected areas, involving about 100,000 troops of the CRPF and other paramilitary forces. But it was proving to be of little help. The Maoists carried on their operations with impunity. In Chhattisgarh, they had carved out a guerilla zone which the local police referred to as 'Pakistan'. In Maharashtra's Gadchiroli, their writ ran large. In some districts in Orissa, the police would not dare venture out in uniform. In Jharkhand, the Maoists collected taxes, meting out severe punishment to those who did not follow their diktat. In the Naxal-dominated areas, there was no sign of state authority. No forest official, no policeman, no district collector ever visited there.

In Chhattisgarh, the guerilla zone of the Maoists was called the Maad division. For outsiders, it was Abujhmaad. This area had remained out of national consciousness for decades now. In fact, it was never in the thoughts of those chosen by the people to take India to newer heights. The name of this area itself signified what it meant to India: Abujh in Hindi means something that cannot be figured out. It was only after the Maoist insurgency had started hitting the headlines that people heard about Abujhmaad for the first time.

In the womb of the land now referred to as India's Red Corridor lay hidden mineral resources worth thousands of billions of dollars. And this was also the land where India's poorest of the poor lived. And now, it was where perhaps India's bloodiest battle would be fought.

The government had sent in its forces. But they had not been able to do much. What could they possibly do? Inside the villages how were they supposed to distinguish between a Maoist and a tribal villager? In a number of cases, they didn't bother to do so. So innocent tribals were picked up, brutally tortured, accused of being Maoists and then put in jail. Or just shot dead after being branded as Maoists. Instead of solving the problem it lent further fuel to the insurgency, more manpower to the Maoists.

On national television, the Maoist insurgency was being discussed threadbare. Is it a socio-economic problem or a mere law and order problem? Can it be resolved militarily? Are we ready for the costs? How far are the Maoists from our cities—from seizing power from the State? Is development the only solution to the Maoist problem? Or should military action and development go hand in hand? In television studios, a horde of politicians, retired military, paramilitary and police officers and civil rights activists sweated it out almost daily since every day some incident would occur. A CRPF group ambushed. A police van blown up in an IED blast. A politician killed. A train derailed. Alleged Maoists killed—most of whom later turned out to be innocent tribals. Tribal women raped by Special Police Officers. A Maoist camp dismantled.

Till a few years ago, India's homeland security was in the hands of Shivraj Patil, a Congress loyalist who was known for his devotion to a godman and his penchant for changing his clothes frequently. After intense pressure in the wake of intelligence failure leading to the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks, Patil was now being replaced by another senior politician who had steadily risen through the Congress ranks. From being the Tamil interpreter of the English speeches of Indira Gandhi, the suave lawyer from Tamil Nadu, who was better known for his stints as the country's finance minister was now in charge of the home ministry. And sure enough, Palaniappan Chidambaram made enough news from day one to show that he meant business.

He said that the Naxals were 'simply bandits'. He snubbed those who called for development in this area instead of sending in military forces, branding them Maoist sympathisers. In a Parliament address he called them people 'who write 33-page articles', a reference to writer-activist Arundhati Roy who had spent a few days with the Maoist guerillas and written a long essay in Outlook magazine. It would seem that instead of fighting Maoists, the home minister's whole energy and that of his aides was directed at hurling diatribes at members of the civil society. Those who went as a part of fact-finding missions to Naxal areas would be targeted and branded as Maoists. That was not all. The government issued a decree that those found to be aiding the Maoists would be dealt with severely and charged under the anti-terror law UAPA (Unlawful Activities Prevention Act). It was like the cowboy doctrine propagated by the former American President George Bush after the 11 September 2001 attack: Either you are with us or against us.

Many saw it as a repeat of the infamous 1975 Emergency. After all, it was not very long ago that Binayak Sen, a doctor and an activist working in Chhattisgarh had been incarcerated for eighteen months on charges of being a Maoist. Scores of other people had been put behind bars on similar charges. Many others were wary that they would meet the same fate. And subsequently, towards the end of 2010, a local court in Chhattisgarh found Binayak Sen guilty of sedition and sentenced him to life imprisonment. These were indeed dark times. Across the world, personalities like the political activist-philosopher Noam Chomsky and Nobel laureate Amartya Sen had condemned Sen's arrest and subsequent sentencing. But it would not move the government. On the other hand, the tribals suffered terribly, caught as they were, between the Maoists and the State. In many pockets, though, the tribals supported the Maoists. In their areas of influence, the local population acted as the eyes and ears of the Maoists. As a senior police officer who had served in the Naxal-affected Chandauli district of eastern Uttar Pradesh said: 'The line between a Maoist and a tribal has blurred. So, the Adivasi you saw plucking dead tree branches during the day might turn into a gun-toting Naxal in the night'

The void created by the State had been filled by the Maoists.
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1The Hindu, 7 May 2010.

2A survey conducted by AIIMS.
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HISTORY'S HARVEST

To remain ignorant of things that happened before you were born is to remain a child.

—Cicero

Everything repeats itself and everything will be reincarnated, And my dreams will be your dreams.

—Arseny Tarkovsky


Sometimes history acts like a housewife. It whispers in the ears of the present what bearing events of the past could have on the future. It is up to the present to pay heed to it. But those who represented India's present always acted as arrogant husbands. They never listened. They never took note. In the case of the Maoist insurgency, the writing on the wall was clear even before India's present could take shape, even before India could attain what it thought was freedom from its colonial masters. The colonial masters indeed went away but for the poor of India freedom remained elusive.

The handful of men and women who hid in the bushes near a field in a remote village in West Bengal on a hot May morning in 1967 would know it in a few minutes' time. Spread over an area of about 500 sq km, the Naxalbari area of West Bengal was covered by three police stations: Naxalbari, Kharibari and Phansidewa. The Naxalbari area lay along Nepal and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), and was inhabited mostly by tribals from the Santhal, Oraon, Munda and Rajbansi communities. Most of them were landless peasants, who worked on a contractual basis on the land owned by zamindars. It was not a peaceful coexistence. The landlords provided seed and agricultural tools like ploughs but would take a lion's share of the crop. The tribal peasants after working like oxen in the fields would not even get enough to eat. Disputes over the sharing of crops were very common.

In the mid '60s India was facing a severe food crisis. Millions of people were affected by the shortage of food. Many died of starvation. The government, as usual, refused to accept that people in independent India were dying because of lack of food. When the situation turned grim, the babus in New Delhi called these deaths a result of malnutrition. More than 40 years later, New Delhi is still in denial mode. Whenever starvation deaths are reported from Orissa and even from non-Maoist areas like Rajasthan, the officials go to great lengths to show that the deaths had in fact occurred due to, say, cholera or diarrhoea. What they do not know or will not admit is that these diseases kill because the body of the victim is badly weakened by lack of food. Even as it sends missions to the moon and boasts of being a nuclear power, India has so far failed to ensure that nobody goes hungry. There have been cases where foodgrains were left out in the open to rot while the godowns of the state-run Food Corporation of India were rented out to liquor companies to store alcohol.

So, yes, in the '60s the cultivable land in the country was owned by a small group of people, mainly big landlords. According to a survey3 of land ownership conducted around that time, it was revealed—and these were termed as conservative estimates—that 40 per cent of the land was owned by only five per cent of rural households. Life was a constant challenge for India's landless poor. On top of it, famines struck across India, in states like Bihar and Madhya Pradesh.

To tide over the food crisis, the government envisaged and implemented the Green Revolution. While it did increase India's foodgrain output, the Green Revolution also created further disparities in society. It benefited only those farmers who could afford to buy chemical fertilisers and modern agricultural equipment.

It took the government two years to realise this. Speaking at a conference of state chief ministers in New Delhi in 1969, the then Union home minister Y.B. Chavan warned that the Green Revolution may cease to remain green if it were not accompanied by measures for social justice.4

In Naxalbari, long before those men and women hid themselves in bushes on that hot May morning, a man had been closely examining these developments. From the early '60s in his hometown in Siliguri, the bespectacled man would lock himself for hours in his room and read of a revolution brought about in neighbouring China by a peasants' army led by Mao Tse-tung. The man was deeply influenced by Mao's ideas and believed that similar conditions existed in India wherein militant peasants and youth could be mobilised to overthrow the government through armed struggle.

Like his hero, Charu Mazumdar also believed that war was nothing but politics with bloodshed. He particularly liked to quote one statement from Mao: 'Revolution is not a dinner party, nor an essay, nor a painting, nor a piece of embroidery; it cannot be advanced softly, gradually, carefully, considerately, respectfully, politely, plainly, and modestly. A revolution is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one class overthrows another.'

By 1965, whatever he read and thought had taken shape and in the villages of north Bengal, young men inspired by Charu Mazumdar's ideology were propagating it and organising the poor and landless peasantry.

Earlier, the Communist Party of India (CPI) had split, and a more radical Communist Party of India (Marxist) had taken shape. But even within the CPI (M), there were comrades who were disillusioned with the party's politics and thought that the party had become revisionist. (The word 'revisionist' is perhaps the most commonly used term of censure within the Communist movement, and when one group accuses another of retreating from a particular revolutionary position, it dubs it as revisionist.) Such comrades got in touch with Charu Mazumdar. He in turn set down conditions for those who wanted to join him and there were four prerequisites. First: Acceptance of Mao Tse-tung as the leader of the world revolution and his thoughts as the highest form of Marxism-Leninism of that era. Two: Belief in the view that a revolutionary situation existed in every corner of India. Three: Area-wise seizure of power as the only path for taking forward the Indian revolution. Four: Guerilla warfare as the only means of advancing the revolution.

Charu Mazumdar had an invincible belief that revolution could be brought about by the formation of underground organisations that would then wage a war against the State and bring it to its knees. He remained dismissive about 'open' organisations such as trade unions or farmers' associations. Backing him were two other prominent leaders of that area: Kanu Sanyal, who had very strong organisational skills and was very popular among the tea workers in the area, and Jangal Santhal, a popular tribal leader who unsuccessfully contested the 1967 election, coming second only to the winning Congress candidate.

With their backing, three cultivators supported by a few CPI (M) party workers armed with crude weapons lifted the entire stock of paddy from a landlord's granary, without leaving a single grain for him.

In the next few months the Communist cadres forcibly occupied land, seized granaries and burnt land records. Any resistance was brutally put down.

The landlords acted swiftly, getting rid of those who worked on their fields. In some cases the landlords took the help of the police. This would be another constant recurrence in the history of independent India: the police mostly acted and worked for the influential and rich or their political masters.

This is what the men and women who had hidden themselves in the bushes realised. A few days earlier, some peasants had gone to work in the fields. In the evening they did not return. A day later, other men went to the fields and they also failed to return home. So, some men and women hid in the nearby bushes to see what was happening. No sooner had another lot of men begun to till the fields than a police party appeared and took the men away. When confronted the police said that the landlord didn't want them to work in his fields and had asked the police to arrest them. This aroused a great anger in the peasants and it was then that they organised themselves into underground squads like Charu Mazumdar's followers had wanted.

Soon, a bloody war was to follow that would make Naxalbari the foundation stone of the Maoist movement in India and also give it a name: the Naxal movement. On 23 May 1967, Inspector Sonam Wangdi led a police party to arrest the leaders behind the agitation. In a confrontation with angry tribals, some arrows were shot at Wangdi, leading to his instant death.

Two days later, a bigger police contingent arrived. Men and women armed with whatever they could lay their hands on came out to confront the police. In the ensuing confrontation, the police fired at the tribals killing nine, including six women and two children.

A full-fledged war was now on.

China was quick to respond to the happenings in Naxalbari. An editorial in People's Daily, the mouthpiece of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, termed the happenings in Naxalbari 'a peal of spring thunder'. It further added: 'Revolutionary peasants in the Darjeeling area have risen in rebellion. Under the leadership of a revolutionary group of the Indian Communist Party, a Red area of rural revolutionary armed struggle has been established in India. This is a development of tremendous significance for the Indian people's revolutionary struggle.'

But back home, Charu Mazumdar's actions irked the CPM leadership. During party meetings he was termed as mentally sick and even accused of being a police agent. Some said he was working at the behest of New Delhi to destabilise the Communist–led United Front government in West Bengal. Others branded him an American agent. But undeterred by this criticism, the Naxalbari group of Communists went about doing their job, according to the principles laid down by Mao. In mid 1968, Kanu Sanyal, Jangal Santhal and another comrade Sourin Bose went to China along with two others to receive military and political training from the Communist Party of China.

In 1969, on Lenin's birth anniversary, Charu Mazumdar announced the formation of a new Communist party—the CPI (Marxist–Leninist) or the CPI (ML).

Meanwhile, the Congress government led by Indira Gandhi decided to send in the army and tackle the problem militarily. A combined operation called Operation Steeplechase was launched jointly by military, paramilitary and state police forces in West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.

In Kolkata, Lt General J.F.R. Jacob of the Indian Army's Eastern Command received two very important visitors in his office in October 1969. One was the army chief General Sam Manekshaw and the other was the home secretary Govind Narain. Jacob was told of the Centre's plan to send in the army to break the Naxals. More than 40 years later, Jacob would recall5 how he had asked for more troops, some of which he got along with a brigade of para commandos. When he asked his boss to give him something in writing, Manekshaw declined, saying, 'Nothing in writing,' while secretary Narain added that there should be no publicity and no records.

In 72 days, the Naxalbari upsurge was over. Most of the guerilla leaders were arrested while Charu Mazumdar continued to evade arrest.

The China factor played a big role in the failure of the Naxalbari struggle. The Naxal leaders had come up with a slogan: 'China's Chairman [Mao] is our Chairman.' The Chinese prime minister Chou En-lai later spoke of this as 'a folly' to guerilla emissary Sourin Bose who had gone to China to seek help once again. While criticising Charu Mazumdar's policy of class annihilation, Chou En-lai also pointed out that China's leader could never motivate the people of India in the same way as a leader from their own soil: they needed to have their own Mao. That was why, he said, the revolution had failed to move Indians in the way it ought to have done.

Charu Mazumdar realised that the movement had failed in Naxalbari. Now they sought a new area from where the revolution could be brought about and the power struggle could go on. For this purpose the Naxalbari revolutionaries chose Midnapore. At that time the largest district in India, Midnapore lay next to the industrial and railway hub of Kharagpur, and was known for its revolutionary activities during British rule. It was there that the young revolutionary Khudiram Bose was born in 1889, and later became the youngest revolutionary to face the gallows at the age of 19 for a failed assassination attempt on a British magistrate.

In Midnapore, the guerillas were led by a Dalit leader, Santosh Rana, who had a Master's degree from Kolkata University and was actively involved in deep Red politics. He was helped by another student leader Asim Chatterjee popularly known as Kaka, who had a huge following in Kolkata colleges, and like most of the Naxalbari leaders had been expelled from the CPI (M).

Under the guidance of Santosh Rana, who only worked upon strategies laid down by Charu Mazumdar, a large number of squad actions were planned and executed. The first one against a landlord Khagen Senapati was led by Santosh Rana himself on 21 September 1969. The most spectacular action took place on 1 October 1969 at a village where thousands of armed tribals attacked a landlord's house. He made good his escape but his house was ransacked.

But even this could not be sustained for long. The losses among the guerilla cadre were too many, far more than those sustained by the class they were seeking to annihilate. This led to frustration among the leadership. In a letter to Charu Mazumdar, published in the CPI (ML)'s Bengali mouthpiece Deshabrati, Asim Chatterjee expresses it clearly. It so happened that a few comrades were returning after a squad action. On their way, they were killed by militant goons hired by a powerful landlord. 'The comrades gave their lives. It is unbearable asking comrades to lay down their lives like this. I want to know where we are making mistakes.' Later another prominent leader, Satyanarayana was to say in an interview given to the Hindustan Standard on 20 May 1974, We now hold that annihilation of individual enemies is nothing but individual or squad terrorism and has nothing [in] common with Marxism-Leninism. It turns the masses into silent spectators and robs the revolution of mass support.'
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The Naxalbari movement might have failed but it inspired a whole generation of youth and served as an initiation to radical politics. In fact, the late '60s were heady days for the youth all across the world. In China a cultural revolution was in the offing. America was receiving a beating in Vietnam. On the streets of Kolkata, angry, restless youth were hurling crude bombs at police vans. Students from affluent families, studying in prestigious institutions were bidding goodbye to lucrative careers and going to the forests of Bihar and elsewhere to participate in the revolution. For such youth in India, Naxalbari became the shining light.

Apart from Naxalbari, the leaders of the current Maoist movement were inspired by the sacrifices of their predecessors, first in Telangana and then in Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh. In fact, the movement in Telangana took shape even before India became free.

In the Telangana region of the then princely state of Hyderabad, popular sentiment was against the Nizam, the ruler of the state. Like most of the feudal lords of British India, the Nizam ruled with an iron fist, oppressing the people he ruled. The administrative structure was feudal. The ruler and the ruling class were Muslims, the population was Hindu. Forced labour was common and the people suffered severe oppression.

Since the Nizam had banned Communist parties, the Communist leaders got together under the banner of the Andhra Mahasabha in 1946. The Nizam tried to suppress it but was met with stiff resistance by peasants, who rose against the Nizam under the guidance of the Communist rebels. Within a year of the insurrection, the three districts of Nalgonda, Warangal and Khammam came under the control of the insurgents. A peasants' guerilla army was raised which comprised 5,000 members. The feudal landlords were driven away and their land seized.

Feudalism is one big factor that contributed to the rise of Naxalism since the beginning. In his jail diary, Naxal ideologue and poet Varavara Rao describes the plight of women working as labourers in the fields of a feudal landlord, Visunuru Deshmukh. Once the women begged him to let them off for a while to enable them to breastfeed their children who lay outside the fields. He is believed to have ordered them to fill a few earthen pots with their milk. Then he snatched away the pots and threw that milk over his fields.

By mid 1948, about one-sixth of the Telangana region had come under the control of Communist guerillas. In 1948, the Indian state sent its army to tackle the Nizam and overthrow him. Hyderabad was made a part of the Indian dominion.

With the the entry of the Indian Army in Telangana in September 1948, the Communist rebels were faced with several questions. Should the armed struggle be continued as a war of liberation against the troops? Who would then be the allies in such a struggle? Till now the middle-level peasants and the small capitalists had been supporting the anti-Nizam struggle; but now would they support the Indian government hoping for a better future in the Indian Union? This created a division among the Communists. While one section favoured the withdrawal of the armed struggle, the other wanted it to continue against the Indian Army. In 1951, the Communist rebels withdrew the struggle, leaving the poor sections of the rural population in the lurch. This division led to the military weakness of the rebels.

There could be no further extension of the narrow liberated zones and the guerillas had to retreat to the forests on the Godavari river, Karimnagar and the Nalgonda forests. The landless in the Godavari forest area mainly from the Koya tribal community joined the guerillas, and had to pay a heavy price later when the army adopted a plan devised by Harold Briggs, the British director of operations against Communists in what was then Malaya in the '50s. The army burnt down the tribal hamlets and herded the people into internment camps. The same plan would be adopted later in Mizoram and more recently in Chhattisgarh in mid 2000 where 40,000 tribals were forced to leave their villages and stay in security camps.

The formal split of the CPI came in 1964 when those who advocated the continuation of the struggle formed a separate party called the CPI (Marxist). People like Charu Mazumdar joined it and were later dissatisfied with its policies, as already discussed above.

The year trouble broke out in Srikakulam was the same as that of Naxalbari. On 31 October 1967, at a place called Levidi in the Parvatipuram agency area of the Srikakulam district, situated on the north-eastern tip of Andhra Pradesh, two peasants were shot dead by the goons of a landlord. Spread over 300 square miles, the area is inhabited by the Savaras, who live on the hill slopes and are popularly known as Girijans—hill people. As is the case with most of the tribal communities, the life of the Girijans too revolved around the jungle. They would eat whatever grew in the forest and also grow some crops through the method of shifting cultivation. But over the years, the Girijans had been trapped by moneylenders and were now absolutely in their grip. It so happened that the newly-implemented national forest law had made it difficult for the tribal communities to sustain themselves through forest produce. The forest officials made life hell for them by not allowing them to even cut a branch from a tree. Since British times any transfer of land in tribal areas could happen between tribals only. But in independent India, the rich landlords and moneylenders, who had influence among the political class, had managed to fleece the poor tribals and usurp large tracts of their land.

In the '50s a few Communist teachers began working among the Savaras and the Jatapu tribals. Prominent among them was Vempatapu Satyanarayana, a charismatic leader. To get a foothold among the tribal community, he had married two tribal women—one each from the Savara and Jatapu tribes. Along with Adibatla Kailasam (the duo was popularly known as Satyam-Kailasam) the two formed the Girijan Sangam. On 31 October 1967, a group of Girijans was going to attend a conference called by Satyam-Kailasam to discuss their strategy in the wake of large-scale arrests of the tribals by the police. On their way, they were confronted by landlords at Levidi village. Two Girijans, Koranna and Manganna were killed in gunfire.

That is when events took a different turn in Srikakulam. Satyam and Kailasam decided to organise tribals into squads and undertake selected action against 'class enemies'. Armed with bows, arrows and spears and other traditional weapons, the squads attacked moneylenders and landlords, occupied their land forcibly and harvested it themselves. When the police arrived, they took the side of the landlords, further alienating the tribals. In fact, the role of the police follows a more or less similar pattern even decades later: in the 1984 Sikh pogrom, in communal riots in Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and elsewhere.

But despite this, in Srikakulam, the guerillas managed to work out a better deal for the tribals. The landlords were coerced into increasing the wages of workers, and sharecroppers would now get a two-third share of the crop.

In 1968, all those accused of being involved in the murder of Koranna and Manganna were acquitted. This further strengthened the belief of the tribals that they should not expect anything from the State and that an armed struggle was the only way to make things work. Before this judgement, the guerilla leadership was not fully ready for armed struggle. A Srikakulam veteran later recalled how many police constables had initially offered them weapons like rifles to fight. But they wouldn't take them. So much so that when a guerilla seized a weapon from an American tourist who was exploring the area, he was reprimanded by the leadership.

But the killings of the two tribals and the support to the landlords by the police and subsequent acquittal of the accused changed all this. Also, around that time, Charu Mazumdar paid a secret visit to Srikakulam. He came visiting after an emissary was sent to him to seek his advice. Mazumdar's arrival in Srikakulam in March 1969 gave a fresh lease of life to the Srikakulam movement. He exhorted the revolutionaries to make Srikakulam the Yenan of India. He told them to pursue the policy of 'khatam' or annihilation to the fullest.

Describing a meeting with the Srikakulam comrades which took place at a secret location in the hills, Mazumdar writes about his experience6: '... These comrades are no idle daydreamers. So, they are not thinking of winning victory the easy way. They realise that attacks are sure to come and that they may even have to suffer serious setbacks. They are quite aware of that danger and are preparing to face such eventualities.

'They are convinced that to carry on revolutionary struggle, they must have a revolutionary Party. That is why they have put the task of building such a Party before everything else. At the same time they also realise that a task of such a revolutionary Party will be to imbue the Party members and the people with the spirit of sacrifice. Chairman Mao teaches us: "Wherever there is struggle there is sacrifice, and death is a common occurrence." So, in order to win victory in the revolution, the revolutionary cadres must be able to make sacrifices. They must sacrifice their property and belongings, sacrifice comforts, sacrifice old habits and aspirations after fame, rid themselves of the fear of death and give up ideas of seeking the easy path. Only in this way shall we be able to train and prepare the revolutionaries to conduct a hard, difficult and protracted struggle. Only in this way can we inspire the people to make great sacrifices, who then, with tremendous blows, will smash all the power and might of imperialism, revisionism and the Indian reactionaries and thus win victory for the revolution.'

After Mazumdar's visit, the Srikakulam revolution turned bloodier. Unlike Naxalbari, it was in Srikakulam that the rebel guerillas could manage to create liberated zones known as Red territory. Under the leadership of Satyam and Kailasam, the Girijans organised themselves into armed squads and undertook a number of class annihilation actions. Many bright students studying medicine and engineering in various universities of Andhra Pradesh joined the rebel movement. According to estimates, the guerillas had managed to 'liberate' more than 300 villages. Those who were killed were mostly landlords and moneylenders. Some of them were killed brutally, and in some cases the guerillas painted the walls of the house with the blood of the victim or wrote revolutionary slogans with it. Also, a number of policemen were killed in squad action.

In certain cases, the landlords or policemen found guilty of minor offences—which could be anything from harassing villagers or initial refusal to pay heed to the guerillas— were let off with a warning or after they paid a fine to the party. But when the police finally launched a major offensive against the Red rebels, they showed no such distinction. Most of the rebels who were caught were shot in cold blood. Panchadi Krishnamurthy, a young rebel leader, about 20 years old, was caught with a few other rebels by the police on 27 May 1969, taken to a forest area and shot dead. This trend continues even now. In various cases, the police have arrested top leaders of the CPI (Maoist) in urban areas, taken them to a jungle, and killed them. Those thus allegedly eliminated like this include Maoist leaders like Cherukuri Rajkumar alias Azad, Patel Sudhakar Reddy, Sande Rajamouli and many others. Later, a statement would be issued that these leaders were killed in encounters with the police.

The death blow to the Srikakulam movement was finally dealt on 10 July 1970 when the police killed both Satyam and Kailasam in an encounter. In the Andhra state assembly, some leaders hailed it as Diwali, the slaying of demons by Rama. Afterwards, the movement just faded away. But while the Naxalbari movement had shown what arming peasants could achieve, the events in Srikakulam paved the way for what could be achieved through guerilla warfare.

Two years later, Charu Mazumdar would be caught after one of his associates gave in to police torture and revealed his commander's secret hideout. Mazumdar had been evading the police for some time. But now, he was arrested from a house in Entally, Kolkata. He died twelve days after his arrest. The harsh underground life had taken a toll and he had developed severe health problems. While in jail he did not receive proper medical treatment, leading to his death on 28 July 1972. With him a major chapter of the Red rebellion came to an end.

But in Andhra Pradesh, a few rebels who had experienced the efficacy of guerilla warfare would keep the spark alive. In India's heartland today, it is this spark that has turned into a major fire.
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3National Sample Surveys.

4Sumanta Banerjee in his book, In the Wake of Naxalbari, quoting a report that appeared in the Patriot newspaper on 29 November 1969.

5Interview to NDTV, 10 June 2010.

6Liberation, Vol. II, No. 5 (March 1969).
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THE RETURN OF SPRING
THUNDER

I began revolution with eighty-two men. If I had to do it again, I would do it with ten or fifteen and absolute faith. It does not matter how small you are if you have faith and a plan of action.

—Fidel Castro

It is beyond the power of any man to make a revolution. Neither can it be brought about on any appointed date. It is brought about by special environments, social and economic. The function of an organised party is to utilise any such opportunity offered by these circumstances.

—Bhagat Singh


In Andhra Pradesh's Warangal district, a schoolteacher weighed the losses incurred during the Srikakulam movement. Kondapalli Seetharamaiah had been a participant in the Telangana movement but after the split in the CPI, he had left the party. Then after Charu Mazumdar formed the CPI (ML), Seetharamaiah joined it along with another associate, K.G. Satyamurthy—a man known for his prowess in poetry.

In 1969 itself, while a rebellion was occurring in many parts of the country, Seetharamaiah had quietly sent a one-man squad from Kakati Medical College, a student called Chainsu Ram Reddy, to the Mullugu forests in Warangal. Mao had very clearly laid out the importance of establishing a base area or a 'rear' for the guerillas without which, he said, the revolution could not succeed. As early as 1938 Mao had written: 'History knows many peasant wars of the "roving rebel" type, but none of them ever succeeded. In the present age of advanced communications and technology, it would be all the more groundless to imagine that one can win victory by fighting in the manner of roving rebels.'

From the Telangana experience, Seetharamaiah had learnt that it was not possible to fight without first acquiring a safe base where the guerillas could be trained, and which could also serve as a sanctuary for the rebels. So, Chainsu Ram Reddy was sent to the Mullugu forests. Reddy was asked to stay with the people in the area and gradually make them politically aware. But in the absence of any support system, he could not sustain himself for long and had to return without achieving much.

Seetharamaiah understood why he couldn't. He was beginning to understand the importance of forming mass 'overground' organisations. But this was something Charu Mazumdar had been strongly against. In the 1970 Congress of the CPI (ML), Charu Mazumdar had made it clear that there was to be no 'overground' party at all. But now, Seetharamaiah was clear that this was necessary. 'One of Seetharamaiah's qualities was that he would first listen to you and then offer his counter-remarks and talk you out of it,' says Varavara Rao. The first violation of Charu Mazumdar's line was the formation of the Revolutionary Writers Association in Andhra Pradesh. Then in 1972, the Jana Natya Mandali was formed. In Pillapu magazine, Charu Mazumdar sent a message for Seetharamaiah. You are starting a writers' association. Through this magazine, I am sending you a message: this is the period of sacrifice.'

The message clearly meant that Mazumdar had reconciled with KS's policy of forming 'front' organisations. Around this time, many students from Hyderabad's Osmania University and Warangal's Regional Engineering College were attracted to radical politics. From 1974-75, 14 students from the Osmania University took a vow not to have a family and dedicate their whole life to the cause of the people's revolution. Forty other people went underground during the same time from places like Guntur, Tirupati and Vizag. During this time, KS also saw to it that other 'overground' organisations were formed. The Radical Students Union (RSU) was formed on 12 October 1974 and the first State Conference was held in February 1975 in Hyderabad to strategise on how students' movements could be linked to the idea of revolution. Thousands of students attended the conference. The biggest contingents were from Telangana. Indira Gandhi was then prime minister. Due to her political bungling, the Emergency was imposed in the country in 1975. The 'overground' organisations like the RSU now had to face the full brunt of the repressive machinery. Hundreds of students were picked up and subjected to inhuman torture and then put in jails. Four young students, Janardhan, Murali, Anand and Sudhakar were taken to the jungle and shot dead by the police. Yet, RSU continued its activities in colleges and universities across Andhra Pradesh.

It was after the Emergency was lifted that yet another organisation, Radical Youth League (RYL), was formed in 1978. Together with Jana Natya Mandali and RSU, the members of RYL began what was called the 'Go to the village campaign'. Brilliant strategist that Seetharamaiah was, he devised this method to enable the rebel students to integrate with the peasants. It was an effective method to push the party's agenda among the peasantry.

During the summer holidays, students would form groups and each group would then cover a few villages. The students were so dedicated that in some cases they would be out for days in remote areas. Some comrades would later recall how they wouldn't get anything to eat for days, and a few of them even fainted with exhaustion. During such village campaigns, the student leaders would make the people politically aware and also gather information about the land-based relationships in the rural society. They would also look out for potential activists among the villagers. These names would then be handed over to a Central Organiser. The Central Organiser (CO) was an important man responsible for a particular area. In the guerilla set-up, a squad those days consisted of a CO and his two bodyguards, all of them armed.

The first village campaign began in the summer of 1978. It went on for a month after which the Radical Youth League held its first conference. It was this campaign that sowed the seed of rebellion once again in Andhra Pradesh after a lull of a few years. This culminated in the historic Jagtial peasant movement in Karimnagar district in September 1978. But two years before that, a small group of men waited outside a landlord's mansion in a village in the neighbouring Adilabad district. They were on a mission.
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Situated on the southern edge of the Adilabad district, Tappalpur appeared to be a quiet village. But a group of about a dozen men, who lay low outside a mansion on the evening of 25 September 1976, knew that it was not quite so. The village was ruled by the 65-year-old landlord G.V. Pithambar Rao, one-time MLA, who now devoted all his time to managing the affairs of his lands. The Velama caste to which Rao belonged was known for its aversion to engaging in any form of productive work. In fact, there is a saying about the Velamas that even if burning coals land on their thighs, they would expect their bonded labourers to remove them instead of saving themselves.

Around that time, 14 per cent of Adilabad's population was tribal, with Gonds constituting three-quarters of it. The district was also home to the Sringareni collieries, the biggest in south India. But only about six to seven per cent of their employees were tribals. Big industrial houses had business interests here in products such as coal and bamboo. There was a lot of unrest among the landless poor, who were at one time landowners but had lost their land to money-lenders, who had come from Maharashtra and other parts of Andhra Pradesh. In many cases, the poor tribals had cleared large tracts of forest land for agriculture, after paying bribes to the revenue and forest officials. Later, the same forest department officials began evacuating the tribals from the forest area, denying them even the little sustenance that came through cultivation.

It was in such circumstances, Naxalites allege, that rich landlords like Pithambar Rao made life even more difficult for the poor. Rao had been on the hit list of the Naxalites for some time—according to a rebel who was a part of the hit team—because of his alleged cruel ways of dealing with the poor peasants of Tappalpur. The Naxalites accuse him of being drunk on money and political power, and of committing a number of atrocities including the raping of womenfolk The Naxalites even go to the extent of saying that in those days no family would agree to a marriage alliance for their daughter from anyone in Tappalpur because of Rao's reputation.

Apart from this, the Naxalites had another major axe to grind with Pithambar Rao. In 1972, two peasants, Bhumaiah and Kishta Goud were arrested for murdering a landlord in Adilabad, and were later sentenced to death. Civil rights groups had tried their best to save them from the gallows (even Sartre had demanded their release) but in the middle of the Emergency, on 1 December 1975, the two were hanged in the Mushirabad jail—becoming the first to be hanged in free India (after Mahatma Gandhi's assassin Nathuram Godse). The Maoists believe that Pithambar Rao had played a key role in the arrest of Kishta Goud. That evening a group of them gathered by the walls of his mansion, waiting for the darkness. Later, another rebel group was to join them and then they would attack. The men were armed with axes, knives and a crude bomb. One of the men who waited outside that evening was a bespectacled man, a science graduate, working as a teacher in the neighbouring Karimnagar district. He had recently been made a Central Organiser of the party. Accompanying him was another young comrade known for his physical strength and knowledge of guerilla warfare.

But things went a little haywire. The group that was supposed to join them didn't turn up. As they waited, one of Rao's workers happened to spot them. Another senior Maoist leader who was a part of that group remembers how the young comrade frog-jumped at the worker and prevented him from raising an alarm. But by then the other workers had seen them as well. In haste, the men exploded the bomb they were carrying at the entrance and fled from there.

Though the bomb did not kill anyone on the spot, Pithambar Rao died a few days later. Of a heart attack

But the group was not yet done. It returned a few months later, this time well prepared. The group had acquired a muzzle-loading gun as well. On the evening of 7 November, the group, disguised as shepherds, pretended to be drunk and initiated a fake brawl among themselves. As the onlookers gathered, one of them shouted: 'Let us go to the Zamindar!'

At the main gate of Rao's mansion they spotted Rao's two sons. Both of them were killed at once along with a police constable. Besides them, a couple of workers and the son of the village head were also killed. The group then left and went to a nearby village where one of Rao's clerks known for his inhuman attitude towards the poor lived. He was found at his house and his throat was slit. The group then raided the house of another landlord and burnt down all the land deal agreements he had with the villagers. Then they went looking for another of Rao's workers who had also played a role in Kishta Goud's arrest. He was fired at but he managed to flee. Later, he surrendered in front of the party leaders and apologised.

This incident is known in the history of the Maoist movement as the Tappalpur raid and it led to the exodus of scores of landlords from Adilabad, Karimnagar and other neighbouring districts. The poor had risen and the Maoists were now leading them.

The young comrade who frog-jumped at Rao's worker that September night in Tappalpur was Nalla Adi Reddy, more popularly known as Comrade Shyam. He was later killed on 2 December 1999 in Bangalore with two other senior Maoist leaders, Santosh Reddy alias Mahesh and Seelam Naresh alias Murali. Their local guide in Bangalore who had offered them shelter had connived with the police to drug them, after which they were killed. The bespectacled comrade who accompanied the group in Tappalpur was also a Velama, Mupalla Laxman Rao, the man we know now as Ganapathi—the supreme commander of the CPI (Maoist).
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The situation in the neighbouring Karimnagar district was no different. There was rampant exploitation of the landless poor and in the feudal set-up formed by the landlords, they suffered a lot. But after the student rebels under the 'Go to the Village' campaign began visiting these areas, they brought with them political awareness. People who were not even allowed to wear slippers in front of the landlords were getting organised under the Maoist leadership.

The first shock to the feudal landlords was administered by a Dalit labourer, Lakshmi Rajam. In Andhra, around the time of Dussehra, it was a ritual that a play called Dakamma be performed in the area where the landlords lived. In the village the segregation was complete. Wealthy Velama landlords stayed in the village while the Dalits stayed around the periphery so that they would have no contact with the landlords most of the time. Buoyed by the stories of revolution, Rajam organised this play in the Dalit area in 1977. It was around this time that the Dalits and other landless people began to assert themselves and took over tracts of government land either illegally occupied by the landlords or just left unexploited. The first Dalit to occupy such land was a man called Poshetty. Both Lakshmi Rajam and Poshetty were killed by the angry landlords.

But by then it was too late. By June 1978, the heat had become unbearable for the landlords. The student rebels had sowed a seed of rebellion among the peasants. The Maoist leadership decided to concentrate on the wage issues of agricultural labourers, the abolition of free labour which the landlords forced the Dalits to do, and taking possession of land. Agricultural labourers called various strikes.

There was a sea of landless poor who now wanted a share of the land. All these people, interestingly, made applications addressed to one Mukku Subba Reddy, the secretary of the CPI (ML) saying that they had occupied such and such an area of land and that a patta be issued to them. A senior Maoist rebel, who is now a Central Committee member of the CPI (Maoist) recalls7 how one of the comrades in-charge, Sai Prabhakar got two full gunny bags of such applications.

On 7 September 1978, over one lakh agricultural labourers and other poor people from 150 villages took out a march to Jagtial town. Hidden in their houses, the landlords watched this development. By the next day a number of them were so shaken by this spectacle that they fled to the cities. The same day, the district collector of the area issued a letter which said that land reforms in Karimnagar should be implemented on a war footing.

Due to the Jagtial march, a rare phenomenon took place, perhaps the only one of its kind till now in the history of India. The poor working class decided to socially boycott those landlords who would not surrender the land they illegally occupied. So for such landlords, washermen, barbers, cattle feeders and domestic servants refused to lend their services. This was the social boycott of the poor in reverse. The same boycott was later extended to the policemen who camped in the area to aid the rich landlords. The boycott was a huge success. Excepting six landlords, everyone else fell in line.

Some of the landlords later retaliated with the help of the police. Village after village was raided by a joint force of police and goons of the landlords. Mass beating and torture took place. In Jagtial taluka alone, 4,000 villagers are said to have been implicated in false cases. Some of them were jailed and many brutally tortured. By end October 1978, Jagtial was declared a disturbed area.

But the men who led and supervised the Jagtial march were a contented lot. The shackles had been broken. That evening in Jagtial, as the poor masses took to the streets, two men would look into each other's eyes and then hug each other. One of them was Ganapathi and the other his friend who would later become his trusted lieutenant: Mallojula Koteshwara Rao alias Kishenji.
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By 1979, the party had a substantial number of both 'overground' and underground cadres. The latter carried out a number of operations, mainly killing landlords in the North Telangana area. Also, by this time the members of RSU and RYL had begun working among thousands of coal miners in the area. In a very short time they were able to radicalise the miners who were frustrated by hardships. The management was forced to accept some of the miners' demands.

But KS, as Seetharamaiah had come to be known, was still not happy with the shape the movement was taking. In 1979, KS declared that the Maoist movement had not yet taken the shape of armed struggle. He said that all this while the party had only been carrying out isolated squad actions which could not be termed as 'armed struggle'. Many party members were disheartened and took it as a signal to end all such actions. Some quipped sarcastically that KS wanted Kondapalli toys (wooden toys made in that area) to fight war.

The same year, KS made a historical amendment in Charu Mazumdar's policy of class annihilation. He was speaking on the death of Chinnalu, a former mess worker of the Kakati Medical College. Inspired by the students to whom he served food, Chinnalu had left his job and joined the RYL, rising to become a very popular leader in Warangal district. He was murdered by CPM goons and a breakaway faction of the Maoists who thought KS had broken away from the line of armed struggle. Varavara Rao remembers8 that speech very well: 'He (KS) said that we will avenge Chinnalu's death but that does not mean that we will kill those who killed him. He said unlike Charu Mazumdar's line we will not go looking for the class enemy, annihilate him, and then organise. We will organise and if the class enemy comes in our way, then we will annihilate him. He gave the example of a farmer. A farmer, he said, while working to prepare a field for harvest removes the thorny bushes, ploughs the land. If a harmless snake comes his way, he will just throw it away. And if it is a poisonous snake, then he will kill it.'

It was a statement that seemed like a contradiction of what the CPI (Maoist) is doing currently by, say, attacking a group of CRPF personnel. 'If they [the CRPF] are in Chhattisgarh, that means they are there for obstructing our work. Otherwise what work do they have in the jungle?' counters a senior Maoist leader.

In a recent interview with me in November 2010, Maoist supreme commander Ganapathi addressed this issue. He said: 'Only when the government forces come to attack us carrying guns do we attack them in self-defence. Our repeated appeal to the lower-level personnel in the police and paramilitary forces is—please do not betray your own class, don't serve the exploiting class, don't attack the people and revolutionaries on your own, consciously, in a revengeful manner, join hands with the masses and turn your guns against the real enemies and not on your brothers and sisters. What you are doing is not service to the people but service to the exploiting classes. So stop serving the exploiting classes like slaves. Don't just think of your livelihood, please think about people, think about the country.'

Ganapathi's remarks apart, it is a fact that in many Maoist-affected areas, the security forces are a demoralised lot. But still, operations are on against Maoists in the entire Red zone. The state forces hit Maoists wherever they can, and the Maoists hit back whenever they get a chance. It is a bloody war out there.
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7Interview to the author in Dandakaranya.

8Interview to the author.
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HELLO, BASTAR

A strong base of operations must always be preserved and continuously strengthened during the course of the war. Within this territory, the indoctrination of local residents should take place.

—Che Guevara

Whether true or false, what is said about men often has as much influence on their Hues, and particularly on their destinies, as what they do.

—Victor Hugo


You could say the idea of Dandakaranya as a rear base for Maoist rebels germinated over a dinner table.

Every summer, or whenever their jobs permitted, Kondapalli Seetharamaiah's daughter and his son-in-law— both were doctors at Delhi's All India Institute of Medical Sciences—would visit Bastar in Madhya Pradesh (it is now in Chhattisgarh) and adjoining areas and treat poor tribals for free. The couple had been witness to the wretched lives the tribals were forced to live. The government just didn't care. For New Delhi, this area didn't exist.

One evening, the couple paid a visit to KS. Over curd and rice, perhaps, they got talking to KS about their experiences in Bastar. Shortly afterwards, a document was circulated among the revolutionaries, which talked about combining four districts of Andhra Pradesh—Karimnagar, Adilabad, Warangal and Khammam into a guerilla zone. The districts are connected to each other through dense forest area. The document said that in order to take the movement towards a guerilla zone, the cadre would have to focus on building the party deep amongst the masses. It also stressed on the formation of village-level party cells that could be built with part-timers. And, of course, mass organisations needed to be built as well. The cadre organised itself into similar formations of Central Organiser plus two bodyguards, all of them armed. Each CO group was to be allocated a fixed number of villages, about 15 to 20.

This is where KS's dinner-time conversation with his daughter and son-in-law came into the picture. The document said that once the party initiated work among the masses, the state forces would be on the alert. In order to escape what it called 'state repression', the document said that it would become necessary to build up 'a rear' in the forests. It was obvious that KS had begun to think of setting up a rear base. It was KS who then proposed that the rear base should be set up on the other side of the Godavari river—that is in the Dandakaranya forests, of which Bastar formed the largest portion. Given this reality, the document pointed out that it was necessary to immediately make proper arrangements for such an eventuality.

On 22 April 1980, Lenin's birth anniversary, Seetharamaiah announced the formation of the CPI–ML (People's War), a new party that would carry forward the line of armed struggle. It was more popularly called the People's War Group (PWG). It was formed after the Andhra State Committee of the CPI-ML came together with the Tamil Nadu unit.

Meanwhile, the thirst for land among landless peasants and tribals was at its peak in Andhra Pradesh. It was Indira Gandhi, say veteran Maoist ideologues, who first created this thirst among the landless in the state. Just before the 1978 assembly elections in Andhra Pradesh, Indira Gandhi arrived late one night in Jagtial in Karim Nagar to address an election rally. People had been waiting for her since late afternoon. It was almost midnight when she finally arrived and went straight on to address the people who had gathered there. Referring to her famous 20-point socioeconomic development programme, she blamed her political detractors for her inability to distribute land. As a parting shot, she said: 'If this (distribution of land) does not happen, a bloody revolution will take place.'

The Congress won the elections, but as it happens with most promises, the party did nothing towards alleviating the lot of the poor. Meanwhile, the Maoists had been doing their work, forcibly occupying land in hundreds of villages and distributing it among the poor.

In North Telangana, the Maoist cadre began work among the women and children working in tendu leaf collection. In the entire Dandakaranya forest area, comprising Bastar, the Gadchiroli region in Maharashtra, and in North Telangana, the condition of the tribals was pathetic. They were exploited badly by contractors, forest officials and other government servants. Those who collected bamboo sticks (for paper production) and tendu leaf (used in making beedi) were paid a pittance for their hard labour. For a bundle of 100 tendu leaves an Adivasi would be paid five paise. Similarly, one rupee would be paid for 120 sticks of bamboo. The Adivasi had no say in matters of rate. It was fixed by the contractor in consultation with the village headman.

More often than not, the poor Adivasi worked on an empty stomach. An Adivasi would usually leave a handful of rice or jowar with a little water in an earthen pitcher and then drink that gruel the next morning. The jungle where he worked was infested with snakes, bears, leopards and other wild animals. The sexual exploitation of Adivasi women was rampant. In Gadchiroli's Alapalli village, for example, one tehsildar would just walk into a girl's school, select a girl at his will, drag her into an empty classroom and rape her. In Gadchiroli itself, a forest officer collected one lakh rupees in just three months from impoverished tribals in return for letting them into the forest on which they depended for daily sustenance. The ignorant Adivasis would be fleeced by businessmen who visited from nearby towns. In exchange for a kilo of salt, the Adivasi would be made to part with a kilo of dry fruits or eight kilos of jowar.

The forest officers would not allow Adivasis to clear a portion of jungle and practise agriculture there. Citing archaic forest laws, they would not even allow them to collect firewood or other forest produce, or even thin sticks of bamboo for making brooms. At various places, just before the harvest, forest officials would arrive on tractors and threaten to destroy the crop, and the Adivasi's only recourse would be to pay a bribe or part with a major share of the produce. In their own turn, the government agencies would destroy thousands of acres of land for procuring precious wood like the sagwan or by leasing forest land to mining companies. Thousands of villagers were rendered homeless to make national parks for animals. For the State, the Adivasis counted for less than animals.

In Central-West Bastar, spread over 4,000 sq km, lies the area of Abujhmaad. The combined population of the 236 villages in this region was not more than 12,000. About 76 varieties of forest produce are found here. The mahua flowers and the tamarind collected throughout Dandakaranya is of premium quality. The Adivasis use mahua for making alcohol and as a food item as well. The businessmen to whom they would sell it used it for extracting oil, making soap and for other purposes. For a kilo of tamarind an Adivasi was paid less than a rupee. The same was sold in the international markets for 400 rupees. Hundreds of thousands of Adivasis continued to live in the Dark Ages.

From these jungles, the then Madhya Pradesh government alone earned a revenue of 250 crore rupees annually. A number of businessmen and traders had bribed their way into buying large tracts of government land and turned it into agricultural farms. There, they employed the landless tribals as labourers, paying them a pittance for their labour. Often an Adivasi caught in the forest area collecting firewood or forest produce would be threatened with dire consequences and then coerced into sending his womenfolk or his cattle to the forest officials. The other set of people who held the Adivasis to ransom were the vadde—the local witch doctors. For Adivasis who had never seen a doctor, the vadde was a personification of God himself. In connivance with businessmen, and because he was feared by the whole village, the vadde often turned into an exploiter himself, usurping land and other resources.

It is under these circumstances that the Maoist guerillas entered the forest area. It was in June 1980 that seven squads of five to seven members each entered the forests. Four squads entered the jungles of North Telangana—one each in Adilabad, Khammam, Karimnagar and Warangal. Two of them entered Bastar and one went to Gadchiroli.

The Gadchiroli squad was led by a young Dalit, 23-year-old Peddi Shankar. Peddi Shankar's father worked in the Sringareni coal mines where the Naxals had made inroads among the miners. After high school, Shankar had worked as a bus conductor. Throughout this area, the Radical Students Union and the Radical Youth League had been trying to garner support among the youth. It was then that Peddi Shankar came in contact with the Maoist activists, and in a short time, he turned into a staunch radical.

One incident in his village, Belampalli, made Peddi Shankar very popular among the people there, particularly those from his own community. Two rowdies, Kundel Shankar and Dastagiri, who were active in the area had spread fear among the villagers. They would openly tease the women, but nobody dared to speak against them. Peddi Shankar and his comrades had warned them repeatedly to refrain from such acts. Finally, one day, Shankar and his close associate Gajalla Ganga Ram (who later died in 1981 when a hand-grenade went off in his hands) waylaid the two in a marketplace and in full public view, hacked both of them to death with an axe.

Later, in 1978, Peddi Shankar also led a major strike of coal miners who were demanding better air supply (called galli supply in mining parlance). But it was the Rajeshwari rape case the same year that catapulted him to legendary fame in this area.

Rajeshwari, a coal-mine worker's wife was raped by a mine officer, and later died in hospital. It was Shankar who initiated a massive agitation against the rape incident and is believed to have led a violent protest against the accused officer, in which his house was damaged. To quell the protestors, the police opened fire, killing two persons. Afterwards, a case of dacoity and arson and attempt to seize arms from the police station was filed against Peddi Shankar. It was then that he went underground.

By 1980, he had turned into a full-fledged Naxal guerilla. The same year, he was the leader of the squad that crossed the Godavari river and entered Maharashtra. They began work in three villages of Chandrapur district, on the border of Andhra Pradesh: Moinbinpetta, Bhourah and Paidgun. Shankar and his squad members began to talk to the local people, mostly Gond Adivasis, who lived in about 700 huts and had been exploited by the contractors and moneylenders.

On 2 November 1980, Shankar and his friends had stopped for food at a house in Moinbinpetta. It was around this time that Pota, a landlord's henchman, came to know of it and revealed their location to the police. At about 3 p.m., as Shankar and four other squad members were leaving, they were waylaid on the banks of the Pranhita, a tributary of the Godavari. The police party is said to have fired at them from behind. Shankar was shot in the back in full view of a number of villagers who were around. He fell, rose again, ran for a few metres but fell in a jowar field and died. His four friends managed to escape. In a short time, Shankar had become very popular in this area. His body was picked up by the villagers and kept in a school. Three days later, the police took his body. The constable who shot Shankar, Chandrika Deep Rai, was awarded 500 rupees while the other members of the police group were given 100 rupees each.9

With his death, Peddi Shankar became the first martyr of the People's War Group. Only a few months earlier, he had received a Mao badge from the party for his work. And now he was dead. The villagers later reclaimed his body from the police and cremated it themselves. It was an emotional farewell to their hero. His father came to know of it only ten days later, and went to see the spot where he was cremated. The police hoped that Shankar's death would put an end to Naxal activities in the region. But his death only served to make the Naxals more popular. Very soon, other squads would enter these areas.

Initially, when the squads entered, the Adivasis would run away from them, thinking of them as dacoits. The Naxal guerillas had a hard time even getting food since the people in the villages that they entered would vanish into the jungles upon spotting them. At certain places, the Naxals would then forcibly catch hold of someone and tell him about themselves, their party and their agenda.

But one incident in 1981 was to turn the Naxal movement into a major struggle in these parts. It happened in Inderavalli in Adilabad district on the Andhra Pradesh-Maharashtra border.

Situated on the western side of Andhra Pradesh, and bordering Maharashtra, Adilabad was the most backward district of the state. Fourteen per cent of the district's population in the '80s was tribal, of which Gond tribals constituted 70 per cent. According to a People's Union for Democratic Rights (PUDR) report, the district had the lowest literacy rate, medical facilities, electrification and transport facilities in the state.

Since 1978, the tribals, under the guidance of the rebels had begun to organise themselves into Girijan Rytu Coolie Sangams (tribal peasant labour associations) and had begun their struggles against forest officials and moneylenders. The tribals began to demand better wages for tendu leaf collection, control over the forest land and better wages for tribal labourers employed by government contractors. Buoyed by the increasing support of the tribals, the activists announced a rally in Inderavalli village of Utnoor taluka on 20 April 1981. The rally was announced days in advance and posters were put up all the way till Hyderabad, the state capital.

The police sensed danger and a large number of police deployments took place in the area days before the rally. Section 144 was also imposed. But the poor Adivasis who had been informed about the rally in advance had no means of knowing what Section 144 meant. On the stipulated day, they came out in hordes, some of them hoping to buy essential items from the haat. The local Congress workers who had their ear to the ground, had already alerted the senior party leadership in Hyderabad about these developments.

The police clamped down on the tribals. Leading a brutal attack against the Adivasis, the police fired upon them. Officially, 13 Adivasis died, but according to eyewitnesses, more than 50 were left dead and at least 100 injured. Those who tried to rescue the injured were also not spared. Later, the government said in its defence that the tribals were armed. But the fact-finding team that visited Inderavalli right after the incident testified that the tribals were carrying no more than sticks and lathis which they habitually carried. The police did not return even a single body. Instead, they cremated all the bodies, in violation of the Gond custom of burying their dead.

Many say that the Inderavalli incident did to the state's authority in this whole region what Jallianwala Bagh did to the British.

There were a few speakers who were supposed to be addressing the tribals that day. One of them was Kobad Ghandy. Soon, he would be at the forefront of the Maoist movement as one of its ideologues.
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The five men had been walking for days. They were exhausted, and the thought came to them that they might die without anyone even knowing. The jungles of Bastar were unending. It was summer time and in the harsh sun, the five men walked slowly, drinking water wherever they could find it. But food had been scarce and they had not been able to eat for two days now. One of them was losing his patience.

The men had entered from Andhra Pradesh, and they knew that this was the life they had to lead now. Not for days, weeks or months, but for years. Or till a police bullet snuffed out their lives. They were one of the squads sent to establish a base in Bastar. But right now, they were worried about the gnawing hunger in their stomachs. Without food, they would not survive for long—this they knew very well. Even after hours of walking, they would rarely encounter a single human being. In some villages that fell on their way, the Adivasis would be so scared at the sight of them that they would run away and disappear into the jungle. In any case, the Adivasis had barely enough food even for themselves. One of the five remembers watching an Adivasi bring a handful of red ants and making a chutney out of it. The young man who was growing restless could not restrain himself any longer. 'If I don't find anything to eat in the next village, I am returning home,' he told his comrades. His four friends were too tired to try to convince him to stay back.

In the next village, the men found a chicken. They pounced on it, wrung its neck and devoured it after roasting it over a crude fire made of sticks. And they stayed back. The man who had threatened to return became one of the leading lights of the Naxal movement in this area. His name, however, is not known. In the complex history of the Naxal movement, some identities remain shrouded in mystery.

To begin with, the Naxals concentrated upon fighting the authority of the contractors and forest officials. Struggles also broke out against the management of the paper mill and contractors exploiting the forest produce. Massive struggles were waged to increase the rates for tendu leaf and bamboo collection. Within the first year, the Adivasis stopped paying taxes to the forest department. Large tracts of forest land were occupied forcibly for cultivation. Also, large portions of land occupied by traders and moneylenders were redistributed among the landless. Within a few years, thousands of acres of land were occupied through the might of the gun. The Adivasis, buoyed by the Naxalite presence, had begun to assert themselves. They would come out in hordes to press for their demands and, when required, forcibly occupy land.

The Adivasis had now tasted the power of the gun. In Gadchiroli, a woman comrade, Samakkha, took to task a forest officer who had grabbed a vehicle to confiscate forest produce from Adivasis. In front of a huge crowd of people he had dominated for years, the forest officer's collar was grabbed by a single woman, and he was forced to apologise. This left a big impression on the psyche of the Adivasi populace. The tehsildar in Alapalli who was exploiting schoolgirls was caught by the Naxal guerillas, beaten up and then tied to a tree. Then the women of that area were asked to assemble and instructed to spit at his face. One by one, the women approached him and spat on him. Some of them cried.

In many villages in Bastar, even the use of the plough was unknown to the Adivasis. The earth was considered as mother and using the plough, in the minds of the Adivasis, was akin to cutting through her chest. In fact in the entire Dandakaranya region, only two per cent of the land was irrigated. To the Adivasis, even basic agricultural techniques such as weeding or usage of natural fertilisers like cow dung were alien concepts. The exploitation of women was rampant. In the forest, the Adivasis would store forest produce in isolated hamlets called Ghotul. These hamlets were used by forest guards to sexually exploit tribal girls. If the girls protested, they were threatened and in many cases evicted from work In one such case, when the husband of the woman protested, he was killed by the forest guards and contractors. During a public meeting, this was brought to the notice of the Maoist guerillas. Immediately, the culprits were apprehended and publicly thrashed.

Because of such acts, many young Adivasis were attracted to the Maoist cause. In Gadchiroli district's Aheri taluka was a young girl who grew up witnessing the exploitation of her people by the forest officers. Every year, they would come and take rice and jowar from her father. She would also hear stories of her friends being caught and sexually exploited by them. 'I would ask my father not to bow to their demands but he would catch hold of me and ask me to keep quiet,' she recalls. This was in the early '80s and a Maoist squad had come to their village and set up camp by the river. "We were not allowed to even venture towards that side since our elders thought the Maoists were dacoits and would kidnap us,' she says. But one day the rebels caught hold of a boy called Raju and explained to him their aim and agenda. The word spread.

A few weeks later, the girl who was then 15 went to the riverside where she met a senior Maoist leader she calls Shankar anna (big brother). By 1986, the girl had become a full-timer. Her first military action commenced seven years later when her squad attacked a police post.

Today, the girl is a woman and one of the senior Maoist guerillas, who goes by the name of Tarakka. She is a ferocious fighter, and in several press reports,10 she has been described as 'a woman known not just for her commitment to the "Naxalite cause" but also for her beauty'. Her name figures prominently in the October 2009 attack on police personnel in Gadchiroli's Laheri area in which 17 policemen lost their lives. 'But I was not there,' she told me when I met her inside a Maoist camp, somewhere on the Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh border.

Within a few years of entering the Dandakaranya forests, the Naxals held sway over the whole region. Many landlords, contractors, and tradesmen who tried to fight back with the help of the police were annihilated and their properties distributed among the peasants.

The biggest challenge the Maoists faced in this area was that of language. In some areas close to Andhra Pradesh, Telugu was spoken, but once they went deeper, they found that the people spoke only Gondi. The problem with Gondi was that it had no script. The Maoists worked on it gradually. Today, every Maoist guerilla in this region can speak and understand Gondi no matter which part of the country he belongs to. The Maoists have been working on a script for the language and, in the schools run by them, they have tried to introduce textbooks in the language.

Gradually, the Maoists organised the tribals. Many protest rallies and strikes were held under the supervision of the Maoists in support for demands like better wages and better rates for forest produce.

In North Telangana the movement extended to all the talukas of Karimnagar and Adilabad district, except one taluka in each. In Warangal district the focus developed from an urban to a rural movement. In the Dandakaranya forests, the movement spread to Gadchiroli, Chandrapur and Bhandara districts; Bastar, Rajnandgaon and Balaghat of the then Madhya Pradesh and to Koraput in Orissa. In 1985 alone, in two talukas of Gadchiroli district, the Maoists liberated 20,000 acres of land from the government or landlords' control and distributed it among Adivasis.

The area had begun to turn into a guerilla zone.
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9As mentioned in a CPDR fact-finding report.

10Vivek Deshpande, Indian Express, 12 October 2009.
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GUNPOWDER IN
BHOJPUR

Let me fill my nostrils with it, with the aroma of gunpowder, the soil of Bhojpur is fragrant.

—Nagarjun*

The most dangerous thing is to be filled with dead peace.

—Avtar Singh Pash *


Washing clothes like his father, grandfather and greatgrandfather did not interest Ram Pravesh Baitha. He wanted to do a little better in life. But he knew his limitations as well. There was no point dreaming about bigger things. Smaller, manageable dreams would do for him, or so he thought. A pucca house, a proper kitchen for his mother, a scooter for himself. For this, Baitha had realised much earlier in his life, he would have to somehow complete his education. And he did. In Bihar's Madhuban district, however, that a washerman's son would flaunt his graduation didn't go well with the upper-caste pride. So, Baitha was summoned and beaten up badly for possessing a Bachelor's degree. He swallowed that insult. His whole focus was on his dream of a better life. He shifted to another university and completed his Master's as well. And now, his dream was not far from being realised.

Baitha applied for various jobs like most of his friends did. But while his friends secured jobs, Baitha did not find employment. And he realised soon enough why. Apparently he had got a job and had even been sent an appointment letter. But the upper-caste staff at his village post office did not want him to get that job. They tore the appointment letter and threw it away. Baitha joined the Naxal fold. He rose to become the commander of the north Bihar cadre and was later arrested in May 2008.

Caste is one major reason why Naxalism flourished in Bihar. And crushing poverty. The Bihar of the '60s was even more steeped in hunger and caste division than it is today. Most of the land holders were upper caste. The landless labourers and marginal farmers lived a miserable life. The upper-caste zamindars owned gangs of henchmen who would help them to maintain their political clout and also keep the poor suppressed. The poor had no voice. Sexual exploitation of their womenfolk was the norm. It was against this backdrop that the seeds of rebellion were sown in Bihar.

In Bhojpur in central Bihar trouble began when a young educated man, Jagdish Mahto confronted the goons of a landlord who were trying to rig votes during the 1967 assembly elections. He was severely beaten up. Taking a cue from the Naxalbari, Mahto forged a relationship with Naxalite leaders in West Bengal. In his endeavour he was joined by a former dacoit, Rameshwar Ahir, convicted of killing a constable. They were later killed in 1972 and 1975 respectively.

In north Bihar's Muzaffarpur district, the Musahiri block saw major disputes between zamindars and peasants over crop sharing. In April 1968, some peasants forcibly harvested the crop of arhar (a pulse crop) belonging to a landlord, Bijlee Singh. Bijlee Singh is believed to have led his gang of goons sitting astride an elephant. But the peasants fought them back and ultimately Bijlee Singh and his men had to retreat. By 1969, Naxalites from West Bengal had arrived here to spread the movement.

In West Bengal's Jangal Mahal area, two men, Kami Chatterjee and Amulya Sen, started an organisation called Dakshin Desh (Dakshin because India is in the south of the Himalayas while China is in the north, hence referred to as the Uttar Desh). The group formed many squads and carried out several actions against landlords.

It is this organisation that was rechristened into the Maoist Communist Centre (MCC).

In early '70s, a Naxalite rebel called Kalyan Roy formed a group called MMG (Man, Money, Gun) that was active around Singhbhum and the neighbouring belt of then undivided Bihar. The group had set up a base in a forest near the steel city of Jamshedpur. In May 1970, a group of Naxalites from this group was arrested from their base including a British woman, Mary Tyler.

Mary Tyler worked as a teacher and a translator, and she had met Amalendu Sen, an Indian engineering trainee working in West Germany while returning to north London from there. The two fell in love and later married in April 1970 in Kolkata where Sen's family lived. Amalendu was a member of the MMG group and both he and his bride left soon after for Singhbhum district, on the Bengal-Bihar border. The police arrested them on charges of raiding a police station. Mary Tyler spent five years in jail, mostly in the Hazaribagh prison. She describes her experiences in jail in her memoir, My Years in an Indian Prison.11 Writing about the condition of the male Naxalite prisoners in the jail, she writes:

'The men are in dreadful conditions. Their yard is as dreary and desolate, as ugly a place as one could imagine— a cemented yard, a water tap and a row of dark little cells, in which they are locked, five or six to a cell, in fetters, twenty-four hours a day. Even in the daytime it is dark. Only if they squat in front of the barred door can they see to read. At night they do not even have a light inside their cells. And, to cap it all, one complete madman is locked up with them.'

She further writes about how some mentally unbalanced patients and children who had been abandoned or were lost were made to stay in the prison. She writes about an 11-year-old girl Satya who was separated from her father at a railway station in Bihar and was sent to jail for 'safe keeping' … 'Unfortunately that was the end of it. Nobody bothered to trace her family or do anything about sending her home. When one of the Christian wardresses offered to look after her, the Assistant Jailers and the Clerk of the Court warned Satya against it: Christians ate beef and she would lose caste. Instead, she was left to grow up in jail.'

She describes the unrest in the country due to shortage of food. In January 1974, protests against food shortage turned violent in Gujarat leading to the death of 40 people, Tyler says. She writes about how a warder, who had just returned from Dhanbad (in then undivided Bihar) told her about police wearing gas masks to tackle people who were in a state of revolt due to food shortages.

'On Republic Day, 26 January, the President V.V. Giri, appealed to the nation for discipline. I wondered what they were to discipline—their hunger pangs, may be? Their crying children? Their wrath against a government that offered them speeches instead of food?' she asks.

Defending the actions of her Naxalite husband and others, she writes:

'Amalendu's crime, Kalpana's crime, is the crime of all those who cannot remain unmoved and inactive in an India where a child crawls in the dust with a begging bowl; where a poor girl can be sold as a rich man's plaything; where an old woman must half-starve herself in order to buy social acceptance from the powers-that-be in her village; where countless people die of sheer neglect; where many are hungry while food is hoarded for profit; where usurers and tricksters extort the fruits of labour from those who do the work; where the honest suffer whilst the villainous prosper; where justice is the exception and injustice the rule; and where the total physical and mental energy of millions of people is spent on the struggle for mere survival.'

In Bihar and later in Jharkhand (carved out of Bihar), it was the MCC that kept the Naxal movement alive along with another Naxal faction called the CPI-ML (Party Unity) or simply Party Unity. But as compared to the PWG, the MCC was considered to be a less disciplined party. In caste-ridden Bihar, the MCC organised massacres of upper-caste men to counter massacres done by upper-caste militant organisations like the Ranvir Sena (formed in 1994 by the upper-caste Bhumihar community). It would also brutally punish 'class enemies' by ordering that they be shortened by six inches—which meant beheading. According to testimonies from Jharkhand, a squad of MCC would assemble on the outskirts of an upper-caste village. And then in the dead of night, the village would be attacked. Although the MCC maintained that it killed only men, in some actions women and children would also become victims. On the other hand, the Ranvir Sena would not spare even children and women during their attacks. In an interview12 in 1999, Ranvir Sena chief Brahmeshwar Singh said that his party would kill every Dalit irrespective of age or gender because they provided shelter to MCC squads. Upon being asked why the Ranvir Sena would not spare children and women, he said that Hanuman set the whole of Lanka afire, killing all demons including those in wombs.

But brutal killings apart, the Naxalite groups in Bihar (and Jharkhand) did change a few things. It gave the landless and lower castes a sense of empowerment. It gave them a face, a voice. It was not a done thing now to sexually exploit women of Dalits. Under the patronage of the MCC, a Dalit landless family would just put a red flag on a piece of land belonging to the government or an absentee landlord and then work on it. Though the Naxalite groups boycotted elections, it was difficult for the goons of an upper-caste political candidate to prevent the lower castes from casting their vote. As scholar Bela Bhatia writes in one of her essays13 on the Naxalite movement in Central Bihar: '… their (labourers') perception of poverty as a matter of "fate" (naseeb) has changed; now they often see it as a matter of injustice.'

It is this sense of injustice that turned Ram Pravesh Baitha into a Naxalite. In April 2010, a young Naxal commander, Sandesh Kushwaha took revenge for the killing of his father by killing 57-year-old Badan Mahto and his son in Bihar's Rohtas district. It is believed that in a property dispute, Mahto had been instrumental in killing Kushwaha's father. After his father's death, a young Kushwaha approached a local Naxal commander who asked him to join them and avenge his father's killing. He did that, and at the age of 18, led a squad of about a hundred Maoists to attack Mahto's house and kill him along with his son. Before leaving, they blew up the house with dynamite.

It was not a Bollywood film. It was the everyday reality of Bihar. As an MCC slogan said: Apni satta, apna kanoon. Our power, our law.
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*Revolutionary poets.

11Victor Gollancz Ltd, London, 1977.

12The Times of India, 13 June 1999.

13'The Naxalite Movement in Central Bihar', Economic & Political Weekly, 9 April 2005.
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ANDHRA TO ABUJHMAAD

I remain a song dedicated to the revolution; this thirst will end only with my life.

—Cherabandaraju,
revolutionary poet

An identity would seem to be arrived at by the way in which the person faces and uses his experience.

—-James Baldwin


In the mid '80s, the People's War Group decided to take direct action against the police. The place chosen for this once again happened to be Jagtial in Andhra Pradesh's Karimnagar district. In the July of 1985, a policeman was killed by a Maoist squad. In these areas, the police would collude with right-wing student activists like the ones from the BJP's Akhil Bhartiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), identify students and activists who were sympathetic to the Maoist cause, and eliminate them. But side by side, the Maoist recruitment was on as well, through joint campaigns by the Radical Students Union, Radical Youth League and Jana Natya Mandali. Cultural parties would travel all over, urging youth that 'real men' cared about 'revolution'. Hundreds of youth left their studies, and joined the Maoist movement.

In institute after institute across Andhra Pradesh, particularly in Telangana, former students who became senior leaders in the Maoist movement, would inspire other students to follow in their path. (The Stanford sociologist Doug McAdam calls this a 'strong-tie' phenomenon, essentially meaning that those who join a movement like the Maoist movement have close ties with those already inside. For example, friends.) Maoist ideologues like the legendary balladeer Gaddar would travel from one village to another, talking about hunger, deprivation, marginalisation, caste bias, and sing songs on 'martyrs' like Peddi Shankar. The Maoist campaign was so successful that it would prompt a chief minister to declare: Aata, maata, paata bandh (ban on cultural performances, speeches and songs). It was ironical that a man who rode on an anti-Congress wave in the state to form a party and then win elections after calling Naxalites 'Desh Bhaktalu' (patriots) in 1982 would now clamp down even on cultural performances. Nandamuri Taraka Rama Rao, or NTR in short, was a very popular actor of Telugu cinema and had founded the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in 1982 to counter the Congress government in the state.

Travelling thousands of kilometres across the state in a van driven by his son, NTR campaigned against the Congress. It was also the year when Kondapalli Seetharamaiah was arrested by the police from the Begumpet railway station in Hyderabad. A year later in 1983, NTR rode to power after an impressive victory in the state elections. During this time, the PWG tried to consolidate its position further, entrenching itself deeper in its areas of influence in the state. But soon enough, it was clear that police action against Naxalites would continue in the same fashion.

In KS's absence, his close friend and deputy KG. Satyamurthy took over the reigns of the People's War Group. But he was a poet and lacked leadership skills. The cadres were confused and didn't know from whom to seek guidance. A veteran Maoist leader remembers that time. We would ask him (Satyamurthy) what to do, and instead of displaying some sense of vision, he would break into long sessions of poetry,' he says.14

Finally, it was decided that KS had to be freed from prison. On 4 January 1984, KS made good his escape from the Osmania Hospital in Hyderabad after killing a duty constable. The same year, NTR had gone to America, and in his absence, with the aid of the governor, the Congress managed to topple his government on Independence Day. This time KS supported him and wrote about his 'unconstitutional exit' in the party's mouthpiece Kranti. This made the young blood in the party very angry. The Warangal secretary of the Maoists, Pulanjaya alias Sagar is believed to have been so furious about what KS wrote that he asked his men to burn the entire bundle of the magazine.

NTR came back to power only after a month. After the People's War Group began targeting state symbols like the police, the NTR government went full-swing against them. A special task force was created to tackle the Naxalites. In some of the worst-affected areas, a number of armed outposts came up. A number of youth were picked up on suspicion and put into jail or killed in staged encounters. In 1987, six IAS officers were kidnapped by the PWG, and a demand for the release of some of their comrades was put forward. A journalist who interviewed KS at the time was told that if need be the PWG would even kidnap Rajiv Gandhi (who was then prime minister). The government bowed this time, but afterwards, NTR toughened his stance once again against the Naxalites.

By the late '80s, KS had completely lost his grip over the party's affairs. He had aged and had begun to sound incoherent. Later, he was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease. The party brought him to their base in Bastar. Because of what he meant to the party, he was kept in good humour, and the senior leaders, as a mark of respect for him, would sometimes seek his advice. Ganapathi now took over the reigns of the party. Afterwards, he passed a directive about KS: 'We should take his advice when we hardly need it.'

Unfortunately, the Maoists have been used by political parties to further their own interest. In recent times, it has happened in Bihar, in Jharkhand, and in West Bengal as well. In Andhra Pradesh also, political parties would use them for electoral benefits and once they assumed power, the same party, now in charge of the government, would crush them.

In December 1989, the Congress returned to power in the state. Dr M. Chenna Reddy rose to power after doing what NTR did in 1982-83: calling Naxalites patriotic. After he assumed charge, the ban on the PWG was lifted in December 1989. A number of jailed Naxalites were set free. A massive rally called by the Naxalite group in Warangal district was attended by over one million of people.

This was the time when a splinter group of Sri Lanka's Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) established contact with the PWG. Some of the cadres were trained by the LTTE rebels in guerilla warfare. And the Naxalites began to develop their expertise in an area they use effectively against the police and politicians till date: explosives. From here, the whole dynamics of the war between the state and the Naxalites changed. The Naxal guerillas could now attack the state machinery from a safe distance inflicting heavy casualties, while minimising the losses on their side.

In 1992, KS was arrested by the police from his ancestral village Jonnapadu in Andhra's Krishna district. The party he had founded had ousted him. He was released a few years later due to his failing health. He died in his granddaughter's house on 12 April 2002, at the age of 87.

A handful of people attended his funeral.
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In the '90s, the relationship between the Maoists and the Andhra Pradesh government followed more or less the same pattern: just before elections, a particular political party would warm up to the Maoists and then after coming to power, lift the ban on the PWG. After Chenna Reddy came N. Janardhan Reddy, followed once again by NTR. In 1995, NTR was replaced by his ambitious son-in-law Chandrababu Naidu who staged a coup within the party to become the chief minister. In July 1996, Naidu reimposed the ban on PWG making it into the Maoist hit list. In 1998, the Maoists made a bid on his life by placing the deadly claymore mines in a bullock cart on his route in Karimnagar where Naidu was supposed to address an election rally. The explosive was detected by a police advance party before Naidu passed through. Five years later, in October 2003, however, Naidu came much closer to death when the Maoists targeted his convoy enroute to Tirupati. The impact of the blast triggered off by Maoists using a camera flashbulb was so powerful that Naidu's car was hurled into the air. Naidu was seriously injured and suffered a fracture in his collar bone. His escape could only be attributed to some divine miracle that he acknowledged himself after gaining consciousness later. 'If you look at the blast site, it is difficult to believe that I survived. I am alive today due to the good wishes of the people and due to the blessings of Lord Venkateswara,' he said.15 The mastermind of the attack on Naidu, senior Maoist leader Sande Rajamouli was later killed by the police in 2007 in an alleged fake encounter. He was a Central Committee Member of the CPI (Maoist) and also a member of its military commission. He carried a reward of 15 lakh rupees on his head. He was married to another senior Maoist guerilla Padmakka who was killed in an encounter in 2002.

But apart from the political dilly-dallying, at least one serious effort had been made in 1989 to annihilate the Maoists. It was senior police officer K.S. Vyas who founded the Greyhound force, an elite police force trained in jungle warfare to conduct surgical operations against the Maoists. Their training pattern was to be similar to NSG commandos and these few thousand men would get 60 per cent more salary than normal pay. Four years later, in 1993, the Maoists managed to kill Vyas in Hyderabad while he was on his morning jog. In a strange twist, the main accused in the Vyas murder case, Maoist hit man Nayeemuddin later turned into a renegade, helping the police eliminate several Maoist leaders as well as some of their sympathisers. He was arrested in 2000 for the murder of a civil liberties activist and later acquitted in 2003 for lack of evidence. In 2007 he made good his escape from a court hearing in the Vyas murder case. He is now somewhere in Hyderabad with his hit squad, allegedly enjoying full police protection.

While the Greyhounds were quite successful in their operations against Maoists, the fact remains that there were a number of human rights violations as well, including fake encounters and custodial deaths. According to the Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee (APCLC), there have been 1,800 encounter deaths in the state between 1997 and 2007. The police tried to build anti-Maoist militias not only in Andhra Pradesh but in other states as well. In the '90s, a group called Kranthi Sena was forged together in Andhra with the active support of the police. In Maharashtra another such group called Shanti Sena was formed that succeeded in killing a number of senior Maoist guerillas. In Jharkhand, the anti-Maoist group called NASUS (Nagrik Suraksha Samiti) enjoyed the patronage of the police and several politicians. In at least two incidents, the group managed to entrap and poison to death several Maoist guerillas. In retaliation, the Maoists killed politician and Member of Parliament Sunil Mahto near Jamshedpur on 4 March 2007 and NASUS leader Dhanai Kisku on 5 January 2010. In Chhattisgarh, the anti-Maoist militia took the shape of Salwa Judum.

In 1994, from inside the jail, several arrested Maoist leaders launched an indefinite hunger strike to press the government that they be treated as political prisoners and that the conditions within the jail be improved. After a long struggle, the government finally accepted most of the demands. As a result, in Andhra jails at least, the Maoists enjoy a number of facilities including meeting with visitors outside barracks.

In 1998, the PWG merged with a smaller Maoist group, CPI-ML (Party Unity), active mostly in Bihar. On 2 December 2000, the Maoists announced the formation of the People's Liberation Guerilla Army (PLGA) on the first death anniversary of three senior party leaders Nalla Adi Reddy (Shyam), Santosh Reddy (Mahesh) and Seelam Naresh (Murali). This is the frontal force of the Maoists which carries out attacks against the police personnel and others.

In May 2004, Congress swept to power in Andhra, defeating Chandrababu Naidu's TDP. It was during Naidu's regime that the Maoists were almost eliminated from the state. After taking over from Naidu, the Congress chief minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy kept the pressure on over the Maoists but also initiated peace talks with them. On 8 June 2004, the state home minister K. Jana Reddy invited the Maoists for talks. Eight days later, the government announced a three-month ceasefire. On 11 October 2004, 11 Maoist leaders came overground to hold talks with the Andhra government. The group was led by senior Maoist leader Akkiraju Haragopal known more by his party name Ramakrishna. All of them wore battle fatigues. When Ramakrishna was advised to wear something 'civilian' he replied that he carried nothing else to wear. The Maoist leaders were put up as state guests at a government guest house. A large crowd had come to witness the spectacle. Maoist sources say that on the first day itself, many senior bureaucrats and police officers secretly came to meet Ramakrishna for redressal of various personal problems in the Maoist area of influence.

On 14 October, Ramakrishna announced that the People's War Group had merged with MCC on 21 September to form the CPI (Maoist). Initially, the talks held a lot of promise, said civil servant S.R. Sankaran, who acted as the chief mediator (he passed away on 7 October 2010). But it was clear very soon that the talks would not be successful. Both the Maoists and the government refused to budge even an inch from their positions. The Maoists refused to accede to the government's condition of laying down arms before their demands would be considered. The Maoists said they didn't want anything for themselves and that they only wanted the government to solve the people's problems. On the last day of the talks, land reforms were discussed. The Maoists said that the government was not following its own laws on land redistribution. The government said that it would soon constitute a committee to look into the issue of land reforms. But in two month's time it was all over. Hostilities broke out again. The Maoists attacked a police party on 15 December 2004 in Visakhapatnam. The state retaliated by killing several rebels in January.

While the Maoists used the ceasefire period to breathe easy and regroup, the police used this opportunity to film leaders and their bodyguards and human couriers. Later, many of these were lured by the police to give away the location of several Maoist leaders who were then eliminated.

From then till recently, the Maoists had been on the backfoot in Andhra. It was dubbed as a major success story by the government, and other Maoist-affected states sought to replicate the Andhra model. The Maoists had suffered serious setbacks in Andhra but they had not been wiped out completely. Senior police officers maintained that the Maoists were trying to regroup along the Andhra-Orissa border. 'In Warangal, Khammam and Andhra-Orissa border, they still have a support base and are very much active there,' said Andhra's police chief, Aravinda Rao.

In an interview16 to the author at the end of 2009, Maoist supremo Ganapathi termed the situation in Andhra as a 'temporary setback' for the Maoist movement and made it clear that the revival of movement in Andhra was very important for them. 'The objective conditions in which our revolution began in Andhra Pradesh have not undergone any basic change. This very fact continues to serve as the basis for the growth and intensification of our movement. Moreover, we now have a more consolidated mass base, a relatively better-trained people's guerilla army and an all-India party with deep roots among the basic classes who comprise the backbone of our revolution. This is the reason why the reactionary rulers are unable to suppress our revolutionary war, which is now raging in several states in the country.

We had taken appropriate lessons from the setback suffered by our party in Andhra Pradesh and, based on these lessons, drew up tactics in other states. Hence we are able to fight back the cruel all-round offensive of the enemy effectively, inflict significant losses on the enemy, preserve our subjective forces, consolidate our party, develop a people's liberation guerilla army, establish embryonic forms of new democratic people's governments in some pockets, and take the people's war to a higher stage. Hence we have an advantageous situation, overall, for reviving the movement in Andhra Pradesh,' he told me.

What Ganapathi said about objective conditions is not far from the truth. In Andhra Pradesh, over 20,000 farmers committed suicide between 1998 and 2008. Most of them were tenant farmers (those who take land owned by the landlords on lease). The total number of tenant farmers in Andhra is believed to be as high as 50 lakh. In 2009, there were 2,414 farmer suicides in Andhra. In December 2010, over 50 farmers committed suicide in the state's Krishna district alone.

Veteran police officer and former Director-General of the Border Security Force E.N. Rammohan, who was also appointed by the home ministry to probe the 6 April Dantewada Maoist ambush says that the primary reason why Maoism has flourished in states like Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh is because of land ownership patterns and absence of rights among marginalised communities like the Adivasis. He remembers a time in the late '80s when he was posted in Hyderabad with the CBI, and went to meet the revenue minister along with his friend, the intelligence chief of the state. 'I told him openly that until the government does not implement land ceiling (limiting individual ownership of land) it would be impossible to defeat the Naxals. He said it was impossible and cited a friend's example who owned over a thousand acres of land. He said that friend would not even part with an inch of his land,' says Rammohan.17

Of course, that does not deter politicians from taking advantage of the situation for electoral gains. TDP leader Chandrababu Naidu during whose tenure compensation to farmers who committed suicide was withdrawn (by arguing that most of such cases were not related to agriculture) launched a hunger strike to highlight the plight of farmers. When he was the chief minister, the Congress party had bitterly opposed his decision to withdraw such compensation. And now when the Congress party is in power itself in the state, it is singing the same tune as Naidu's. In September 2010, the leading market research organisation IMRB conducted a survey for The Times of India18 in the five districts of the Telangana region—Adilabad, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Warangal and Khammam. The results were shocking. About two-thirds said that the overwhelming feeling of neglect of the areas by the government was 'the root cause of disaffection'. In Warangal, this figure was as high as 81 per cent. Almost 60 per cent said that the Maoists were good for the area. Fifty per cent also felt that the Maoists had forced the government to focus on development work in affected areas.

By the end of 2010, the alarm bells had started ringing in Andhra Pradesh. Intelligence reports suggested that the Maoists were planning to cash in on the unrest generated by the Telangana agitation and the anti-Polavaram dam sentiments (the Polavaram dam project, officially called the Indira Sagar project, is supposed to be built at the Polavaram village of West Godavari district and it will displace about two lakh people, mostly tribals). In December 2010, during the tenth anniversary celebrations of the formation of PLGA, the Maoists finally struck after a gap of four years, killing two men, one of them a TDP leader. There were reports that a large group of Maoists had infiltrated from Chhattisgarh to stage a comeback in the state. Reports also pointed out that they were on a major recruitment drive in their erstwhile bastion. One of the senior Maoist leaders Ramakrishna (who led the talks with the Andhra government in 2004) was believed to be directing operations in the area. This led to a massive troop deployment in the area but owing to fear, night bus service in these areas was suspended.

In the same week, Maoist spokesperson in Dandakaranya Gudsa Usendi19 said that apart from the PLGA two other wings had been trained in warfare and would be deployed soon to launch attacks against security forces.
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After the formation of the People's War Group, the Maoists adopted the fundamental programme of 'New Democratic Revolution'. It proposed to form the Janathana Sarkar or the People's Government in their areas of influence in Dandakaranya. This party programme is followed now by the CPI (Maoist) as well, in more or less the same avatar. The ultimate aim of the Indian revolution, the programme says, is to seize power. To the masses, the party document, however, guarantees the following fundamental rights:

• To meet

• To form organisations

• To conduct strikes and demonstrations

• To live according to one's wish

• To have primary education

• To have primary medical treatment

• To gain minimum employment

In return for these fundamental rights, the people are required to fulfill the following duties:

• To protect the country

• To respect the constitution and law

• To protect the government properties

• To provide military services

• To pay taxes

The PWG document provides an assurance that the State (the Maoist state) shall not discriminate towards anyone in terms of tribe, caste, religion, nationality, gender, language, region, education, post and status. It shall deal with all as equals. It shall give equal opportunities to all. Citizens will have the right to believe or disbelieve religion and the state shall oppose all kinds of religious fundamentalism.

The document says that the party will confiscate the lands of landlords and religious organisations and distribute them to the poor, landless peasants and agricultural labourers on the basis of 'land to the tiller'. It shall strive for the development of agriculture.

The document further goes on to say that the party will confiscate all the industries, banks and other organisations of the 'imperialist and comprador bureaucratic bourgeois classes' and that it will dissolve the 'unequal financial agreements that the exploiting government made with the imperialists'.

The document envisages implementing an eight-hour working day for all the workers. It says that the contract work system will be dissolved and child labour abolished. It promises to provide equal wages for women and men and also provide social security and protective working conditions to all the workers.

The document also declares that women will be liberated from household drudgery to make them part of social production, political, military, government administration and other such activities. Prostitution, the document says, will be banned, and rehabilitation would be provided to women. To implement this to some degree, it has taken a lot of effort on the part of women Maoist leaders to change the patriarchal set-up which also afflicts the tribals who form a majority of the Maoist cadre. Senior Maoist leader Narmada remembers20 how it took time to drill into the minds of male guerillas that women were not only meant for cooking for the squad or performing other domestic chores. Now, the guerillas in a squad do everything irrespective of their gender. That means that while a man may prepare tea, a woman may venture in the forest to cut firewood or perform sentry duty. Initially, when the Maoists entered Dandakaranya, the women guerillas would wear saris and other traditional outfits. Narmada says it was the wife of senior Maoist leader Malla Raja Reddy, Comrade Nirmala, who insisted on wearing 'pant-shirt' like male members of the squad. There was a major debate in the CPI (Maoist) in the mid '80s whether there should be a separate organisation for women. Ultimately the senior women cadre prevailed and the Krantikari Adivasi Mahila Sangathan (Revolutionary Adivasi Women's Organisation) was formed. Today, it has about one lakh women as its members.

On the issue of marriage, the PNG document says that this should be allowed on the basis of 'mutual love and agreement'. The minimum age for marriage would be 20 years. Child marriages are banned and widow remarriages encouraged. Women also have a right to abortion.

There have been occasional reports on the alleged sexual exploitation of the women cadre among the Maoist ranks. In 2010, a woman commander who said she had surrendered to the West Bengal police accused several high-ranking Maoist leaders of sexually exploiting her. In response to a question on her allegations, Ganapathi claimed that the woman commander had been kept in illegal custody by the police for almost a year and later asked to make such accusations against the Maoist leadership. But he also added that he doesn't deny that 'there are no shades of patriarchy in the party or that the men and women comrades haven't become its victims.' He emphasised that the Maoist leadership was 'fighting against the manifestations of patriarchy by increasing the political consciousness of our comrades and people, by taking up anti-patriarchal rectification campaigns and more than anything, increasing the consciousness, self-confidence and individuality of the women comrades and implementing pro-women policies firmly. It is a part of our practice to take disciplinary actions which include severe warning to expulsion from the party according to the severity of the mistake, on comrades who commit mistakes, however high they may be placed in the party.'

Such allegations notwithstanding, the women cadre is involved in the Maoist struggle at par with its male counterparts. About 40 per cent of the Maoist cadre comprises of women. They take part in attacks on security forces and other operations as much as male rebels. In fact, some of the most daring attacks on security forces—like the one on the camp of Eastern Frontier Rifles in Silda in West Bengal on 15 February 2010, that resulted in the death of 24 policemen—are believed to have been led by women commanders. Three women Maoists, disguised as dancers, had conducted a reconnaissance of the Silda camp on the morning of the attack. One of them, Sambari Hansda alias Seema was arrested by security forces on 17 December 2010, from the Lakhinpur forest in West Midnapore district.

Maoist documents say that Village Janathana Sarkars may be formed in an area of 500-3,000 population. The Party Constitution reveals that the ultimate aim or maximum programme of the party is the establishment of communist society. This, the document says, will be carried out and completed through armed agrarian revolutionary war. That is the protracted people's war will be carried out by encircling the cities from the countryside and thereby finally capturing them. Hence the countryside and the protracted people's war has remained as the centre of gravity of the party's work from the very beginning.

The military aspect of the Maoist doctrine says that the revolution goes through three phases: strategic defence, strategic equilibrium and strategic offence. A weak force can defeat a bigger and more sophisticated force only through guerilla warfare depending on extensive involvement of the masses. So, guerilla warfare is the method adopted to protect 'people's forces' and 'people's organisations.' As these forces develop into an established army, a 'people's liberation army', it evolves into mobile warfare where, besides self defence, the Maoists wipe out enemy forces. At present the Maoist movement in India is at the stage of strategic defence where in some areas they have been able to shift from guerilla warfare to mobile warfare.

In the 2007 Unity Congress, held in Bheembandh area of Bihar, the party gave a call for getting into the mobile warfare phase. However, Ganapathi believes that in most of the areas, the strategic defence phase will last for some more time. 'It is difficult to predict how long it will take to pass this stage and go to the stage of strategic equilibrium or strategic stalemate. It depends on the transformation of our guerilla zones into base areas, creation of more guerilla zones and Red resistance areas across the country, the development of our PLGA,' he said.

Who can be a member of the CPI (Maoist)? The Maoist document says that any resident of India who has reached 16 years of age, who belongs to the worker, peasant or toiling masses or the petty-bourgeoisie, accepts Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as his/her guiding ideology, accepts the party programme and constitution, actively participates in party activities under any of the party units and observes the unit's discipline, prepares to face the dangers encountered in the course and agrees to pay regularly membership fees and levies that are decided by the party unit, may become a party member. (The membership fee is Rs 10 per annum). Every applicant must be recommended by two party members. It also says that proven renegades, enemy agents, careerists, individuals of bad character, degenerates and such alien class-elements will not be admitted into the party.
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In July 1994, the party gave a call for the setting up of new organs of power—the Gram Rajya Committees (GRCs). Led by a party member, the GRCs were envisaged as a rudimentary form of people's government. It is through these GRCs that the Maoists are trying to establish their authority in the villages. A base area, apart from certain military aspects, must have a self-sufficient economy. From the Chinese experience the Maoists have realised that the State seeks to crush a base area not only militarily but also by putting up economic blockades. So, the Maoists have undertaken a lot of development work in their areas of influence. In the south Bastar division, the party mobilised villagers to build a number of tanks to store water. This was done by electing a tank construction committee in every village involved. For example in Basaguda village, people of nine villages formed a tank construction committee and built a dam. Overall, people from 30 villages participated in this project. In Konta area, after a landlord was killed, a big tank on the land he owned was occupied by the local Maoist platoon. As the number of households in that village was only 25, it was decided to mobilise villagers from neighbouring villages as well. A total of 355 people from 12 villages were involved in the work. In some cases, the police would return and damage such projects. In Poosanar village, the police is believed to have damaged a tank constructed by the villagers and used it to ambush Maoist rebels.

The Adivasis' one culinary obsession is fish. The Maoists have introduced fish culture on a large scale. Maoist ideologues say some of it is sold and marketed in Delhi and Kolkata. A large variety of vegetables was also introduced including tomato, brinjal, onion, chilli among others. In 1997-98 alone, about 20,000 saplings of fruit trees were distributed among people in about 100 villages. In 1996-98, about 100 oxen were distributed to a few families in south Bastar. Most of them were confiscated from rich landlords. A number of rice mills were also constructed.

In the field of education, the Maoists have done a tremendous job. All new recruits who join the Maoist fold, are made literate within a year. In hundreds of mobile and permanent schools run in their base areas, the Maoists educate children through BBC documentaries on science. Other modern educational aids are used as well. Apart from the regular curriculum, classes on political education and general knowledge are also conducted. Currently, the Maoists are working hard to create a curriculum in Gondi language. As mentioned earlier, Gondi has no script. But that has not deterred Maoists from introducing textbooks in Gondi language for primary classes in a few subjects including mathematics and social sciences. These books also contain lessons on hygiene and the ills of superstition. At various places, government teachers are encouraged to take classes regularly. In certain cases in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand, even the teacher's salary and his/her accommodation is being taken care of by the CPI (Maoist). Adult education classes are also run in their villages of influence at times when the villagers are mostly free from their agricultural work.

In the field of health as well, the Maoists often fill in large gaps left by the state. Their mobile medical units cover large distances to offer primary health care to tribals. Most of the guerilla squads have one person trained at a central medical camp. In every village the Maoists choose a few youth to be given basic medical training. It involves identifying common diseases, their symptoms, and then providing medicines for these. Various training camps are held regularly on preventive measures against diseases such as diarrhoea or malaria. The grass-root doctors in the medical squads can administer vaccines, identify a number of diseases through symptoms, and treat injuries that are not severe. Some can even conduct simple blood tests to arrive at a diagnosis. This is a significant advantage in such areas. For instance, on the Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh border, a hospital run by social activist Prakash Amte and his family attracts tribal patients from a radius of 200 km. A number of patients suffering from snake or bear bites or malaria or cholera are often brought on a string cot from afar to be treated at Amte's hospital. In Chhattisgarh's Dantewada district, which has a population of 70 lakh, there are only 12 doctors with an MBBS degree. Out of them, nine are either posted at the district hospital or are into administrative jobs.21

But despite all these efforts, the life of the Adivasis is still far from better. As a tribal Maoist rebel, Comrade Kosa told the writer Satnam22 in the year 2001 in a guerilla camp in Bastar: Would you like to know what we eat here? Fish, rice, wild fruits, etc., appear sumptuous, and from a distance, one might imagine jungle life to be ideal, where there is no dearth of food. But, if you go out of this camp and look around in the villages, you won't find many elderly men or women—our people rarely reach the age of 50, as far as I know. Death begins chasing us right from birth and seizes us as we approach 50 years of age.' In the early part of this decade, efforts to establish complete guerilla bases were sharpened by the constitution of Revolutionary People's Committees (RPCs). The base is an area where the police or other organs of the state cannot enter at all. It serves as the basic organ of the liberated zone. In Dandakaranya, the most prominent liberated base is Abujhmaad that the Maoists call the Central Guerilla Base.
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The Party's Organisational Structure

In February 2007, the CPI (Maoist) held its ninth Party Congress called the Unity Congress (the highest body of the Maoists is the Party Congress). It was held in high secrecy in the jungles of Bihar's Bheembandh area. The Congress was held in a huge area with a number of facilities available for those who attended it. Almost every senior Maoist leader, including its top brass attended the Congress. The area had a parade ground and a huge hall where strategies were discussed and debates held. It had a computer room with a team of operators and translators. Generators were put up that ran for 15 hours a day to enable computers, photocopiers and other electronic appliances to function. The Congress was set up next to a stream from where water was taken, boiled and then used for drinking purposes. An open kitchen ensured two meals and multiple rounds of tea for the 'delegates'. Various groups had been formed that were in charge of security, cultural performances, kitchen, health, media and even electric supply. The security was handled by senior Maoist leader and head of the eastern military command, Misir Besra alias Comrade Sunirmal (he was later arrested in September 2007 in Jharkhand and subsequently rescued by his men from a court in Bihar in June 2009). Many important strategies were discussed and announced during the Congress. It was agreed that till the establishment of Base Areas it is destruction (of enemy power) that will be the primary task and construction that will be secondary, and that in the process of establishment of Base Areas and their consolidation, the relation between destruction and construction gradually undergoes a change. The question of the nature and extent of the changes that have taken place in developed rural areas like Punjab was discussed and also whether in a country like India the election question was one of strategic significance or just another tactical question (it was decided finally that it is of strategic significance). Then a resolution was passed that called for the arming of the People's Liberation Guerilla Army with better weaponry and the arming of militia. It called for intensifying the war in the nine guerilla zones and four Red Resistance Areas and also spreading the war to new areas. Finally, it gave call for the immediate development of Dandakaranya and B-J (Bihar-Jharkhand) into Base Areas.23

In the period between two Congresses, the Maoists consider the Central Committee (CC) as their highest body. The Central Committee elects a general secretary of the party who acts as a sort of supreme commander. It also elects a Politbureau (PB). Between one Central Committee meeting and the next, the Politbureau is authorised to take political, organisational and military decisions that need to be later ratified in the subsequent central committee meeting. The general secretary also acts as the in charge of the Politbureau. The PB and CC are on the same level but the PB has special duties and responsibilities which it will fulfill on behalf of the CC in between two CC meetings. In the current PB, there are 14 members half of whom are either in jail or have been eliminated recently. In the Central Committee, there are about 40 members. The CC also forms the Central Military Commission and then there are state military commissions as well.

In the political structure of the party, below the Central Committee there is a Central Regional Bureau that is handled by a PB member. Below this comes various State Committees or Special Zone Committees or Special Area Committees. For instance, Andhra has a State Committee, Dandakaranya has a Special Zone Committee and there is a Special Area Committee in Bihar-Jharkhand. Below this comes the Regional Committee. Dandakaranya has three Regional Committees. After that comes the District Committee—two or three under a Regional Committee. After that there is an Area Committee, followed by a Village Party Committee. The most basic organ of the party is a party cell, comprising of about five people.

The People's Liberation Guerilla Army comprises of three main sections. The main force consists of armed battalions and companies of Maoist guerillas. A battalion has 250 guerillas while a company consists of about 90 soldiers. The secondary force is made of platoons and local guerilla squads. There are about 30 soldiers in a platoon whereas a squad has about eight to ten guerillas. In the last comes the base force that comprises of civil militia, members of the Gram Rakshak Dal and mass militia also known as Bhumkal Militia. The base force is mainly used to cut the supply lines. In a typical ambush in which, say, a hundred Maoists may take part, more than half will belong to the base force. After the initial assault by the main or secondary force, the base force will snatch weapons or prevent enforcement to come to the aid of ambushed security men. Of the base force, the Bhumkal Militia is mostly used to deal with Salwa Judum, the civil militia supported by the police to counter the Maoists, and they usually carry only traditional weapons. The strength of the hardcore fighting force of the PLGA is estimated to be around 10,000.

The supreme military organ of the CPI (Maoist) is its Central Military Commission (CMC). Various State Military Commissions report to the CMC, followed by various Regional Commands. A number of Regional Commands come under District or Division Commands. The basic military organ is the Village Command. Dandakaranya, for example, has ten divisions.

The Party Congress is held to take care of the following tasks:

• It undertakes the political and organisational review of the party since the preceding Congress.

• It adopts and amends the party programme, party constitution and the strategy and tactics and financial policy and formulates other policy matters.

• Appraises the domestic and international situation and lays down the tasks.

• Decides the number of Central Committee members and elects the Central Committee and alternate CC members. For example in the last Congress, Anuradha Ghandy was elected as a Central Committee member and till her death she was the only woman in the CC (apart from CC member Shiela Didi who is under arrest in Chaibasa jail in Jharkhand).

Funding

The Maoists say that most of their money comes from the taxes or levies they collect from various government agencies or businessmen who work in their area of influence. So, if a government contractor is working on a project in, say, Latehar district of Jharkhand, he has to pay a percentage of his expenditure to the local Maoist leadership. Some believe that in various areas, the Maoists even take a cut from the money available for development schemes like the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS). It is a different matter that while the Maoists may be content with a ten percent cut, the government official may take even twenty. Of late, the Maoists have also been accused of having a nexus with corporates such as mining companies. A recent report24 by the Asian Centre for Human Rights cites intelligence reports that at least three Jharkhand-based corporate houses have paid 2.5 million rupees each to the Maoists in 2007-08. It also cites a newspaper report of October 2010 quoting Jharkhand's secretary for rural development, M.K. Satpathy saying that the Maoists had blocked 21 road construction projects sanctioned by the government when the contractors refused to pay them levy. It quotes what it calls the 'secret service reports' of the Government of India according to which the iron ore, mines and crusher units of Jharkhand contribute Rs 500 crore to the Maoists. The Maoists, however, vehemently deny allegations of their nexus with the corporates. 'They (the government) are even alleging that we are collecting 5,000 crores of rupees annually … In fact, our party mainly collects donations from the people and funds from the traders in our guerilla zones. We have a clear people's financial policy. And our party also collects rational levy from contractors who take up various works in our areas. A considerable part of these funds is spent for welfare of the people through our people's power organs. As for mining organisations, our people are fighting their best not to allow them into our strong areas. Our party is leading these struggles, it is supporting them. So the issue of collecting funds from them does not arise,' said Ganapathi. There have also been unconfirmed reports of Maoists encouraging poppy cultivation, particularly in Bihar, to raise money.

Weapons

Most of the grass-root Maoist cadres carry rudimentary weapons such as muzzle-loading rifles or country-made revolvers apart from traditional weapons such as bows and arrows. Over the years, however, the PLGA has acquired a huge cache of weapons, mostly through raiding police armouries or snatching them from policemen killed in encounters. In a series of daring raids on a police training school, district armoury and three police stations in Orissa's Nayagarh district on 15 February 2008, Maoist guerillas looted more than a thousand sophisticated arms including Kalashnikov rifles and light machine guns. The raids lasted for about five hours. Later, some of the outdated rifles were found abandoned in the forests since the Maoists could not carry them. In February 2004, in the state's Koraput district, the erstwhile PWG cadre had seized more than 500 rifles. The Maoists have also developed expertise in preparing deadly IEDs—Improvised Explosive Devices. The experts among the Maoist guerillas can trigger them with the help of rudimentary things like syringes, camera flashbulbs or even V-shaped twigs scattered in the forest. Reports25 suggest that they have also developed expertise to clone modern rifles like the AK-47 in factories run by them in their areas of influence.

Over the past few years, the Maoists have developed working relations with various north-east insurgent groups like the Assam-based ULFA or the Nagaland-based NSCN-IM or the Manipur-based Revolutionary People's Front (RPF). In fact, in a joint statement released on 22 October 2008, the Maoists and the RPF declared 'full moral and political support to each other in the liberation struggles to overthrow the common enemy, the Indian reactionary and oppressive regime, respectively.' Police sources say that the Maoists also buy arms that are smuggled mostly through Bangladesh and Myanmar. There have been reports26 of senior Maoist leaders including Kishenji meeting ULFA leaders, and the Maoists setting up bases for their overground workers in Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts of Assam. There have also been reports of the NSCN-IM cadre travelling to a Maoist base in Chhattisgarh and offering to provide them with superior training. Security agencies fear that the Maoists may also be looking at some kind of working relationship with the Islamic Jihadis. Ganapathi denies this. 'By propagating the lie that our party has links with groups linked to Pakistan's ISI, the reactionary rulers of our country want to prove that we too are terrorists and gain legitimacy for their brutal terror campaign against Maoists and the people in the areas of armed agrarian struggle,' he said. However he believes that 'it is only Maoist leadership that can provide correct anti-imperialist orientation and achieve class unity among Muslims as well as people of other religious persuasions. The influence of Muslim fundamentalist ideology and leadership will diminish as communist revolutionaries and other democratic-secular forces increase their ideological influence over the Muslim masses. As communist revolutionaries, we always strive to reduce the influence of the obscurantist reactionary ideology and outlook of the mullahs and maulvis on the Muslim masses, while uniting with all those fighting against the common enemy of the world people—that is, imperialism, particularly American imperialism.'

Prominent Leaders and Ideologues of the Maoist Movement

• Mupalla Laxman Rao alias Ganapathi is the supreme commander of the CPI (Maoist). He is from the Beerpur village of Andhra's Karimnagar district. Around 60, he is a science graduate and holds a B.Ed degree as well. A former teacher, he is presently married to a Maoist commander. A photo of his surfaced for the first time when a few videos of the 2007 Maoist Congress were recovered from the laptop of an arrested Maoist rebel. He wears spectacles and changes his location frequently.

• Mallojula Koteshwara Rao alias Kishenji is the man behind the Lalgarh rebellion. He is aged about 60 and hails from Naachpalli village of Karimnagar district. He joined the Maoist movement at a very young age, when as a college student he was drawn to the Telangana movement. He was believed to have been seriously wounded in an encounter in Lalgarh in 2010. But Maoist sources say he is safe but lying low to evade arrest. He is married to a Maoist commander.

• Prashant Bose alias Kishan alias Nirbhay da was the chief of MCC before the party merged with the PWG to form the CPI (Maoist). He is aged nearly 72. Not much is known about him.

• Kobad Ghandy, arrested in Delhi in September 2009. (See 'The Rebel' p. 135)

• Sushil Roy, aged 72 is the senior-most Maoist leader in jail, arrested in May 2005 from Kolkata. He is the nephew of the legendary revolutionary of Bengal, Dinesh Gupta.

• Venugopal Rao alias Sonu is Kishenji's younger brother and is one of the first few Maoist cadres to have entered Bastar.

• Amitabha Bagchi, arrested in Jharkhand on 24 August 2009. The Maoists had named him along with Sushil Roy and Kobad Ghandy to talk with the government on behalf of the CPI (Maoist).

• Bansidhar Singh alias Chintan da arrested from Kanpur in February 2010 (See 'The Urban Agenda' p. 153.)

• Sabyasachi Panda, aged about 42, believed to be the mastermind behind the Nayagarh raid of 2007 and the attack on Greyhound commandos in Balimela reservoir, resulting in the death of 38 of them. Both his father and brother are politicians. The most wanted Maoist leader in Orissa, he has many admirers including politicians. Orissa's deputy leader of the Opposition, Narsingha Mishra said of him, 'His voice is the voice of 57 per cent people in Orissa who have only Rs 12 to spend per day. It's this injustice against poor, which made him a Naxal. I admire his ideas but disapprove of his violence.' His wife Subhashree Panda alias Mili was arrested in January 2010.

• 	Narla Ravi Sharma, arrested from Patna in October 2009,	along with his wife Anuradha, also a Maoist leader. He has a doctorate in agricultural science and was active in Jharkhand.

• 	Akkiraju Haragopal alias Ramakrishna is a former teacher who led the talks with the Andhra Pradesh government in 2004. His wife Padmakka, who worked as a teacher was arrested in November 2010.	Ramakrishna is believed to be active on the Andhra-Orissa border.

• Malla Raja Reddy, arrested from Kerala in December 2007. He was later released on bail owing to ill-health. He escaped and is believed to have rejoined the Maoists in Bastar.

• Lanka Papi Reddy alias Ranganna, in his late forties now, surrendered to the police in February 2008. He said he surrendered due to ill-health and also because he was disillusioned. The Maoists later said that he was demoted because he had misbehaved with women comrades and that is why he surrendered.

Other senior leaders who are still underground include the chief of the Central Military Commission, Nambala Keshava Rao alias Ganganna, Varanasi Subramanium, Misir Besra, and Gudsa Usendi.

Some of the senior leaders killed in recent times (most of them in alleged fake encounters with the police) include Patel Sudhakar Reddy, K. Saketh Rajan, Cherukuri Rajkumar alias Azad, Sande Rajamouli, Sakhamuri Appa Rao, Solipeta Kondal Reddy, and Wadkapur Chandramouli. Almost all of them are from Andhra Pradesh. This is another criticism the CPI (Maoist) faces that the party leadership mainly consists of members from Andhra Pradesh and that there is little presence of women, Adivasis and Dalits in the Maoist leadership. Ganapathi contests this, saying, 'It is very natural for more comrades to be elected where our movement is strong.' He further goes on to say, 'Though we are striving to have more leadership from the oppressed classes, we had lost a majority of them in the enemy offensive and we want to clearly say that it is becoming a hindrance in achieving this goal. For example, in Andhra Pradesh more than 400 women comrades were killed by fascist governments. Most of them were from the background of oppressed classes and castes. Many educated women comrades who came from a middle-class background were killed too. Many martyred women comrades were quite capable of developing and were supposed to come into state committees and central committees of the party. Not just in the CC, but in the state committees too we have comrades from such backgrounds. It is obvious that it is these comrades who would be elected to the higher committees in the future.'

There also have been concerns about the senior Maoist leaders approaching old age and the subsequent question of whether there was a second-rung leadership in place and if it was capable of effective leadership. 'It is a fact that some of the party leaders at the central and state level could be described as senior citizens according to criteria used by the government, that is, those who have crossed the threshold of 60 years. You can start calling me too a senior citizen in a few months,' Ganapathi said in an interview with me in 2009. But he said that the party did not consider old age a serious problem. 'You can see the “senior citizens” in our party working for 16-18 hours a day and covering long distances on foot,' he said.

That reminded me of what a young PLGA commander told me in Jharkhand in 2009. We know we have faced severe losses in terms of leadership. But we are ready to don the mantle now. We are ready to take forward the legacy of GP sir,' (Ganapathi is referred as GP sir by many Maoist guerillas).
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A Maoist guerilla sets out to clean a small area before making preparations for lunch. In the Maoist set up, men and women share equal burden for kitchen work.
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A squad of Maoist rebels during a training session somewhere in Chhattisgarh. Women account for forty percent of the Maoist strength.

(Photos: Rahul Pandita)
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A Maoist guerilla carries a ration of eggs from one camp to another, somewhere in Dandakaranya.
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A Maoist camp somewhere on the Maharastra-Chhattisgarh border. A camp like this is built in minutes and dismantled in minutes. Depending on the presence of senior leaders, a camp is fortified accordingly.
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Rebels sleep at the camp after spending a whole night on sentry duty.
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Apart from military training, there is a lot of emphasis on education. Here, a Maoist recruit reads party literature before a class on world affairs.
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A young guerilla combs her hair inside a camp. In their spare time, girls like to listen to music or do sundry things like combing hair or washing clothes.
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A Maoist guerilla from a medical unit injects anti-malaria vaccine into an Adivasi woman in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra.
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Maoist commander Tarakka outside a military camp, somewhere on the Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh border.
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14-year-old Suresh is a part of the Maoists' cultural unit, Chetna Natya Manch. After this picture was taken , the group broke into a song about how New Delhi was unleashing a wave of terror and brutality upon poor Adivasis.
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The author with two Maoist guerillas in mid 2010. The guerilla on his right is the bodyguard of a senior Maoist leader.
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An artistic impression of the first 'martyr' of the Peoples's War Group, Peddi Shankar.
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A memorial biult by the Maoista for their fallen comrades in a remote village in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra.
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One of the victims of an alleged fake encounter by Salwa Judam in Chhattisgarh in January 2009. (Photo provided by the CPI (Maoist))
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PLGA fighters at the 2007 Maoist Congress held in the jungles of Bihar (Photo provided by the CPI (Maoist))
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Anuradha Ghandy in the PLGA uniform at the 2007 Congress after being inducted into the Central Committee of the CPI (Maoist)
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Anuradha Ghandy in a photo taken by her brother on her wedding (Photo courtesy: Ritesh Uttamchandini)
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THE GUERILLAS,
THE REPUBLIC

Do not fear death so much but rather the inadequate life.

—Bertolt Brecht

How can you frighten a man whose hunger is not only in his own cramped stomach but in the wretched bellies of his children? You can't scare him—he has known a fear beyond every other.

—John Steinbeck


What is it that has attracted the young men and women of Dandakaranya into the Maoist fold? After all, apart from the hardcore 10,000 strength of the Maoist's People's Liberation Guerilla Army, there are hundreds of thousands of Adivasi youth who are associated with the Maoists in the form of civil militia and other base force (see the structure of the Maoists pp. 103-115). The Adivasis have no reference point to a better life. They have few aspirations apart from, perhaps, better food. Nothing has changed in these parts of the country for centuries except a sense of empowerment engendered by the Maoists.

It is the monsoon of 2010, and I am in a Maoist camp, set along an angry river, somewhere on the Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh border. The camp is big, and at any given point of time, squads of Maoist rebels are coming and going from the camp. There is a constant flurry of activity. Young men and women go about doing their duty with surgical precision. In one corner, men are helping in cooking food, two girls are chopping firewood, and in another, a cultural troupe is rehearsing for an evening show in a nearby village. In an open tent—essentially a thick sheet of plastic spread over a jute rope—a senior Maoist leader is conducting a strategy class for young recruits. Some girls are combing their hair and massaging it with coconut oil—their only indulgence. A small tape recorder plays Gondi songs.

The day begins very early in the camp. Those who are out on sentry duty at night will return, and another group will replace them. The security around the camp is multi-layered. If the police are spotted, the Maoists will get at least an hour to run away to safety. Though the last time police were seen in this area was when they passed through a neighbouring village around two years back. There are military drills and then the camp in-charge blows a whistle that means food is ready. Every guerilla carries a kit bag inside which is a uniform, a steel plate and a mug, a jhilli (thick plastic sheet) to sleep on, thread and needle, some medicines and books. There will also be a few things like a toothbrush and some kerosene oil to clean one's weapon, a knife and a torch. And there will be ammunition. Each one carries a weapon according to the training he or she has undergone. That means that the guerillas with advanced training may carry sophisticated weapons like an AK-47 or an INSAS rifle, while new recruits carry a.303 rifle. The food is very basic: rice, dal and some pickles. Occasionally, there will be eggs or the odd chicken, cooked with its guts intact. Food is precious and is not wasted at all though every guerilla can eat to his or her heart's content. During military classes, they might learn big words like comprador, bourgeoisie or imperialism, but the motto for an ordinary cadre is: datt kar khao, datt kar chalo (eat as much as you can, walk as much as you can). The Maoists walk a lot. No camp stays at one place for more than a few days. On an average, a Maoist squad walks anything between 25-50 km a day or even more depending on circumstances. A camp is dismantled within minutes. And then one moves on.

The rest of the day is spent in political and military classes. There are constant patrols around the area. In their free time, the guerillas read and write, and listen to the radio. In the evening, the senior cadres assemble at one place and listen to the Hindi service of the BBC on radio. That is their only way of keeping abreast of developments around the world.

The night that I am there, there is a small news item on All India Radio, Raipur, that the Chhattisgarh government has decided to give half a day's wages to labourers to enable them to collect the wages due to them under the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA)—many NREGA beneficiaries live in far-flung villages and don't even have the money to go to the nearest post office to collect their dues, hence this populist decision. The guerillas laugh about it. You cannot expect looters to turn into saints. They will always remain looters,' says one of them.

I have arrived at the camp after walking for days through the forest. In the first hour of our arrival, two guerillas spot a poisonous snake with another snake in its mouth. It is killed immediately. 'If it bites you, you will die in twenty minutes flat,' one of them tells me, while another laughs. It is green everywhere, and it has been raining for days. While walking through the mud and slush, it almost feels as if one is in Vietnam.

The night before we arrived at the camp, we had halted at an Adivasi's hut, along with the Maoist squad. Under the influence of mahua or maybe in spite of the mahua, the Adivasi began to cry after some time as he forced a few morsels of rice down his throat.

'Why are you crying?' Maoist squad leader Samayya asked him in Gondi.

'I feel like crying,' he replied.

When the Maoists establish camps like these, villagers from around keep on trickling into its fringes. Here as well, a few villagers have arrived from the nearby village. Some of them have connections with the Maoists. An old man's daughter was a part of the Chetna Natya Manch—the Maoists' cultural troupe, and was killed in police action elsewhere a few months ago. Three other men from this village are also Maoist guerillas.

Vanessa, a French journalist who is with us, tries speaking to them in broken Hindi that a senior Maoist leader translates into Gondi. Vanessa is keen to know whether there is a school nearby and if a teacher ever takes classes there.

The leader translates it for them. There is silence for a few seconds. Then the one whose name is Dolu, laughs. His laughter doesn't stop for almost a minute. And when it does, it is almost as if he has applied brakes to it. 'Guruji!' he speaks with the same wonder with which he utters the word 'Dilli'. 'Guruji, he comes every year on 15 August, jhanda phehraate hain (unfurls the flag), and that is it. We never see him again,' he says, astonished that anybody should ask him about the schoolteacher, as if this is what schoolteachers are supposed to do. A young woman—a child suckling at her breast—walks over to the small group and kicks a mongrel. It runs away, whimpering, taking refuge beside two Maoists who sit on their haunches on one side.

In this part of the country, I think, there is hardly any difference between a mongrel and an Adivasi. Upon being kicked by the woman, the mongrel ran to the Maoists just as the Adivasis ran to them after being kicked by the State.

Two villagers have died of diarrhoea just a week before we arrive at the village next to the Maoist camp. The villagers grow paddy but in the absence of proper knowledge, the crop often falls victim to disease. To avoid this, the Adivasis can, at best, perform a dev puja through the vadde—the local witch doctor. The paddy they grow is not enough to fill their bellies. So their staple diet is rice gruel. The nearest ration shop is about 20 km away. 'But by the time we come to know the ration has arrived, it is already over,' says a villager. Many have run away, to work as labourers in Mumbai and Pune.

While senior guerillas like Tarakka can talk about their reasons for joining the Maoist fold, most of the younger lot shy away from the subject, often citing constraints of language as a reason. Even when leaders who can speak in Gondi and then translate it to us in Hindi or English offer to do so, it is difficult to get the younger guerillas to open up, especially the girls. It is futile to ask them why they joined just as it is futile to ask Adivasis in the villages what they would want in terms of a better life. The younger lot has no specific answer to the question about why they joined the rebellion. Only when one spends time with them does one understand that it is mostly because the uniform offers them a sense of who they are, makes them one large group, gives them some purpose in life.

It is also because in these parts the Maoists are the face of governance rather than government officials. So for many Adivasis, joining a Maoist medical unit is like joining a government health centre.

The Maoist medical teams distribute medicines among the villagers and even anti-malaria or anti-venom vaccine. Eventually, some end up joining them. Take the case of 14-year-old Suresh who is now a part of Chetna Natya Manch. 'We dissuaded him from joining us at such a young age but he followed us for weeks,' says his team leader Raju. Suresh used to go a local paathshala run by the tribal affairs ministry. 'But the food there was so bad and erratic, I ran away,' he says. Suresh has returned to his village after months, since he travels with the troupe from one village to another. His mother has come to meet him. 'I ask him to come back,' she says, 'but he refuses.'

It is a sense of identity that prevents Suresh from leaving the Maoists. The work they do and the guns his senior comrades carry give him a purpose in life. It is the same sense of identity that prevents another young boy from removing his cap. It is olive green with a star. On its tip, he has scribbled the name given to him by the party: Viju. 'Some comrades who knew his original name would call him by that and he would get upset,' says another guerilla. 'That is why he wrote “Viju” on his cap.'

Some of the guerillas stay in touch with their families. They write letters, and sometimes get to visit them as well. A commander who is in charge of the camp security said he regularly sends letters to his mother. Commander Samayya joined the Maoists in 2003. He comes from a village on the Andhra Pradesh-Chhattisgarh border. 'There was a landlord in my village who had 200 acres of land. He would employ the rest of us as labourers and pay us Rs 30 for a hard day's labour,' he said. Samayya says he would often think of how a single man in his village owned so much land while others had a tough time even getting enough to eat. In early 2000, he remembers, a Maoist squad came to his village. 'They spoke to us, and said: “land to the tiller”,' he said. Samayya joined them soon afterwards. A year later, the Maoists took away the landlord's land and distributed it among those who worked on it.

Samayya has taken part in many actions against the police. His first brush with death took place in the Dodai encounter in Chhattisgarh's Narayanpur area when his platoon attacked a police party. Eighteen policemen were injured but four Maoists lost their lives, including a close friend of Samayya, a young guerilla called Mangtu. 'He took a bullet in his chest. We took him away and tried to get him to a hospital but could not. Finally, after lingering on for two days he died,' said Samayya.

Samayya also took part in the October 2009 attack on police personnel in Gadchiroli's Laheri area in which 17 policemen lost their lives. It was led by the military head of the Maoists' Gadchiroli Division, Commander Eiatu.

Eiatu who is in his mid thirties is a lean man with a thick moustache. His brother was also a senior Maoist leader and was allegedly killed in a fake encounter along with his partner in 2008. 'They were members of the Maharashtra State Committee and were picked up by the Andhra Special Intelligence Branch men from Kolhapur, taken to the jungles of Andhra and then shot dead,' Eiatu says. His other brother is also a senior Maoist commander elsewhere, while Eiatu's partner works with the Maoists' doctor brigade. 'I meet her sometimes,' he says.

The Maoist leadership is quite open about relationships. The cadres can marry if both partners are willing, and in most cases, the leadership takes a lenient view by trying to place the couple close to each other's area of operation. There have been instances where two partners have held back in the wake of an encounter with the police and sacrificed their lives while letting other squad members escape. Bearing children is, however, not encouraged. Later that night, Eiatu offers us glimpses of the military planning that went into the Laheri attack he had led. 'Just before the Assembly election, the police had created fear in village after village to coerce people into submission,' he says. One day, a platoon of Maoists got information that a team of police commandos, led by their leader Rama, was moving in the area. For two days, the guerillas followed them, without as much as stopping for food. Finally, hostilities broke out at Laheri in Bhamragarh taluka, just 750 yards away from the Laheri police station. Some 42 policemen and 18 Maoist guerillas (who'd reached before their other exhausted comrades), found themselves locked in a fierce gun battle. 'The police have a lot of ammunition,' elaborates Eiatu, 'and they just lay on the ground, firing thousands of rounds all over. But since we have limited ammunition, we fire at specific targets.'

The policemen, Eiatu says, kept shouting that the guerillas would be mowed down since police reinforcements were coming, but they held their ground—and upped the ante. The police, he says, also fired mortar shells. But for the first thirty minutes, nobody was injured on either side. Then, in the next ten minutes, six policemen were killed. After that, Eiatu claims, most policemen fled, including their leader. Eight policemen who had taken positions at one particular spot were asked to surrender. 'But they let out another volley of bullets in which our senior comrade was killed,' says Eiatu. After that, the guerillas let their guns blaze—killing the eight of them and three others. In all, 19 weapons were seized in that encounter.

That the Maoist guerillas are more motivated and better trained than the security forces becomes clear in such incidents. In fact, a young Maoist guerilla who surrendered a few years back and now leads certain anti-Maoist operations in Chhattisgarh said it clearly. After he quit the movement he was sent by the police with dozens of other men to train with the army in Kashmir. Before that, he received training with the Naga battalion of the CRPF. 'But I tell you, the training was nothing in comparison with the training given by Naxals. They have a lot of jazba (motivation) … But look at the central forces. You just need to burst a cracker, and they will all roll over to one side. Naxals burst Laxmi crackers and the CRPF exhaust their ammunition in the return fire,' he said.27

'If they had surrendered, we would have let them go after snatching their weapons,' says Samayya of the eight policemen they killed in the last phase of the Laheri encounter. But have they ever done this? 'Many times,' he says. He cites the example of an encounter with the Special Task Force personnel in Kuddur-Narayanpur in 2007, where he claims they treated three injured jawans and sent them back 'One of them had begged us not to kill him; he said he had children. We just talked to them about our party, bandaged their wounds, and dropped them at the nearest road head,' says Samayya.

But such occurrences are rare. Most encounters end in bloodshed. In the past eighteen months, says Eiatu, 77 guns—mostly AK-47 and INSAS rifles—have been snatched after such actions in Gadchiroli district alone.

Now, since the government is keen to flush out Maoists, it is inevitable that such encounters have increased. Sometimes, in their attempt to get at Maoists, the police forces end up further alienating the people.

A month before 75 CRPF men were mowed down by Maoists in Dantewada, two things arrived in Gadchiroli's Pavarvel village, bordering Chhattisgarh. The first was a baby boy born to an Adivasi woman, Indu Bai. He died within an hour of his birth. The mother followed a day later. In Pavarvel and all other neighbouring villages, pregnancies are handled by elderly women. For everything else there is Devi puja since there is not even a primary health centre. There is no electricity but the villagers claim that a gram panchayat official comes every year to collect electricity tax. Water comes from a ramshackle bore-pump.

The other arrival was that of a police party. It had not come to apprehend Naxalites who the villagers say arrive at any hour every now and then, demand food, and slip back into the jungle. Pavarvel itself is in the thick of the forest. There is hardly any road, and if you don't have a local guide with you, it will probably take you weeks to figure out your location. In the forests full of mahua and other trees, there are memorials erected by the Naxalites in memory of their fallen comrades.

So, yes, the police arrived not for Naxals but to teach Bajirao Potawe, a simple tribal, a lesson. They went straight to his house and beat him up. With their boots and lathis,' Potawe says. 'They said bad things to my mother and sister, called me a bastard and said how dare my family accuse them of rape,' he recalls. Then they made him run errands like fetching water to cook a meal of dal and rice which they took away with them. Of course, Potawe hasn't been able to eat such meals for a long time. In fact, he has been living with his wife without a marriage ceremony. The ceremony demands a feast for the villagers, and until the villagers in turn collect some rice and give it to the family, the ceremony cannot happen. Now that is difficult since rice is a luxury for Potawe's neighbours as well.

The victim of the rape which the police party referred to was a 13-year-old girl, the sister-in-law of Bajirao Potawe's brother, Kaju Potawe. The girl, who lives in the neighbouring village of Tudmel, had come to his sister's house for treatment of her illness through Devi puja. She had stayed back, working as a labourer at a school construction site nearby.

It was on the evening of 4 March 2009, that a party of Maharashtra Police's C-60 Commando group came to Pavarvel, led by a notorious commander Munna Thakur. The C-60 is a special anti-Naxal force mostly of policemen from the Adivasi regions (the police party ambushed in Laheri was also from this force). Reports suggest that the group saw a man running with a tribal water-flask made out of dried pumpkin. The police fired at him but he got away. It was the misfortune of the Potawe family that the man ran away towards the forest behind their house. In a minute, the police party entered their house and beat Kaju Potawe, who had just returned from the jungle after collecting wild berries. 'They kept asking me about Naxal whereabouts. When I said I didn't know they beat me more,' he says.

It was then that the police party saw Kaju's sister-in-law, the teenage girl. 'They dragged her by her hair and accused her of being a Naxal,' recalls Kaju. Later they asked another villager Dayaram Jangi and his family to vacate their house. Dayaram Jangi had also let the teacher of a nearby government school stay with him for free. He was also asked to leave. The girl was kept in Jangi's house along with a few men of the village who the police suspected of being Naxals. The next morning, the girl was taken to a nearby field, blindfolded, her hands tied, and raped several times.

A fact-finding team which visited her after the incident was told by the girl that the police did 'badmaash kaam' with her. She told them that the first person who raped her was Munna Thakur. 'He said I must have heard his name as he pushed himself over me,' the girl told the team. The girl said she fainted several times during her ordeal.

At about 10 a.m., a helicopter landed in Pavarvel to take the girl and other suspected men to Gadchiroli town. In an area where even a bullock cart is not available to take a sick person to the hospital, the state machinery spared a helicopter to ferry a teenage girl accused of being a Naxal. But nothing could be proven against her and she had to be released. As a damage-control exercise, Munna Thakur was transferred later to Nagpur.

But, after this incident, just how does the government expect the people of Pavarvel village to inform them about Naxal whereabouts? That too when this is not the only time when the police committed atrocities in this village. In 2006, 17-year-old Ramsay Jangi was picked up by C-60 commandos and beaten up severely. When his cousin Mathru Jangi went pleading that he was innocent, the police assured him that he would be freed after first-aid. In the night, the villagers saw Munna Thakur. They heard him shouting at his men, instructing them to 'finish off the work A moment later, the villagers heard several gunshots. The police had shot dead Ramsay Jangi. The body was taken to Dhanora taluka. After ten days, the police came back and asked Ramsay's father Manik Jhangi to come and collect his son's body. But nobody went, fearing arrest. The police disposed of the body.

Manik Jhangi has still kept the empty cartridges of the bullets that killed his son. 'My son's body must have rotted,' he whispers. 'No, they inject something inside the body to keep it fresh,' says a boy with some education. 'But he is gone, gone forever,' Manik Jhangi cries silently, his tears mixing with sweat. 'We fear going into the jungle now because if the police finds us they will kill us,' says another man.

The stark fact that the villagers live with is that these are not isolated incidents. Across Maoist-affected areas, the security forces have many a time ended up killing innocent tribals caught in the endless cycle of violence between the State and the Maoists. Sometimes these killings are intentional, just to show some results. And sometimes, innocent people just get caught in between.

In January 2009, 17 tribal youths were killed in Singaram village in Golappali area of Chhattisgarh's Dantewada. The police termed it a 'major breakthrough', but it was soon clear that the youths were taken to the forest behind the village by Special Police Officers (civilians employed by the police, who roam around with vigilante groups such as the Salwa Judum) and then shot dead in cold blood. The survivors of the attack later testified that the villagers were working in the fields when over 200 armed people stormed into Singaram and three other villages, accusing villagers of shielding Maoists. Some of them are believed to have paid whatever little money they had to avoid getting shot. But in the end, 17 youths lost their lives, including four women.

In September 2010, Border Security Force (BSF) personnel, accompanied by men from the Chhattisgarh police rounded up 40 Adivasis in their villages in the state's Ranker district. They were stripped naked, beaten up, and, according to their testimonies, five of them were reportedly raped with sticks. According to an Amnesty International report, 17 people from the two villages were also detained—blindfolded, split into batches and taken to the BSF camp in closed trucks. As per the report, at least two of those detained—Dhansu Khemra and Sarita Tulavi—were 16-year-old girls while another four were women and girls between 16 and 20. The report further states that during their detention, the BSF personnel beat the detainees in an attempt to force them to confess that they were Maoists involved in an ambush on security personnel on 29 August. The interrogators gave electric shocks to at least ten detainees and sexually assaulted two female detainees.

On 9 October 2010, soldiers of the Chhattisgarh police's Special Task Force, who were pursuing a woman Maoist, ended up shooting two innocent villagers in Lendigidipa village in Mahasamund area. One of them happened to be a deaf and dumb labourer. The family of the victim later said that one of the soldiers immediately realised his mistake and muttered: 'Hai Durga maiyya, pehli baar bekasur aadmi ko maar diya.'28 (Oh Mother Durga, for the first time I have killed an innocent man.)
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The, Maoists, of course, kill their enemy with equal ruthlessness. In villages across Dandakaranya and in other areas of influence, villagers suspected of being police informers are often killed brutally by slitting their throats. In Lalgarh, hundreds of CPM workers have been killed either by slitting their throats or by just putting a bullet in their heads. In Jharkhand, a policeman, Francis Induwar was kidnapped by Maoists, and after the government refused to negotiate, he was beheaded.

But why is it that the Maoists end up killing people in such a gruesome fashion? A senior Maoist leader cites a story popular during the Chinese revolution as an explanation. A bonded labourer who is ill-treated by his landlord feels that the latter has no heart. So, when the peasants attack the landlord's house, the labourer says that he would like to kill his master himself and check whether he has a heart underneath his ribcage. It also serves a psychological purpose, say the Maoists. When a tribal guerilla kills the 'class enemy' in this fashion, it gives him immense satisfaction. His pent-up anger caused by suffering humiliation and exploitation, generation after generation, makes him act like this.
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27In an interview to The Times of India's Supriya Sharma.

28Supriya Sharma, The Times of India, 12 October 2010.
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THE REBEL

Let me say, at the risk of seeming ridiculous, that the true revolutionary is guided by great feelings of love.

—Che Guevara

We cannot live only for ourselves. A thousand fibres connect us with our fellow men.

—Herman Melville


She had the best handwriting among her group. On a humid Bombay night, she would sit cross-legged on the floor at somebody's house and write political slogans on old newspapers. Yes, the world had to be changed, the world order had to be changed—she was so sure about it. So, ignoring the sweat gathering on her brow, she would create posters in her neat handwriting, in English, Hindi and Marathi. Then she and her friends would sneak out in the middle of the night. Someone would carry a pot of glue made of flour. At some intersection, or in some lane, the group would stick the posters on walls and electric poles.

It was a job fraught with danger in the early '70s. The police were on the lookout for adventurous youth—the Naxalbari types—who would talk of revolution and the plight of the poor. But the group didn't care. Tucking her pallu in at her waist, Anuradha Shanbag would address curious onlookers and talk to them about issues they hadn't even thought of. She would make them aware of what was happening around the world, and they would then realise what a wretched life they lived in the slums and chawls of Bombay while politicians and business tycoons slept peacefully, fanned by crisp currency notes and lulled to sleep by the buzz of air conditioners.

Though petite in appearance, Anu, as Anuradha was fondly called by her friends, was the most active and vivacious among them. She was very attractive as well and had many admirers. She was the natural leader of the group that consisted mostly of college students like herself. Among her admirers was a tall, lanky bespectacled man, who had returned from London, after serving a two-month sentence in a prison there. Kobad Ghandy had gone to London to pursue chartered accountancy, but had instead found himself one day in the thick of a violent attack on an anti-racism meeting. The meeting, held by left-leaning students and activists, to protest against the racism faced by Indians in the UK was attacked by a white fascist gang. The police had encouraged them and ultimately arrested three of the protestors including Kobad and a pregnant white woman. Inside the police station, Kobad was further beaten up.

After his release, Kobad happened to see a picture in a newspaper of Naxal rebels marching in single file through a vast field in Singhbhum in east India. He decided to return to India, wearing an overcoat that had 24 secret pockets, all stuffed with Maoist literature. He returned to Bombay (as it was then known), hoping to establish contact with Naxal rebels. In Bombay Kobad first got in touch with J.P. Dixit, his Hindi professor at St Xavier's college where he had studied. Dixit had been arrested briefly on charges of being a Naxalite. But Dixit was unable to help since he had no contact with the Naxal rebels. It was then that Kobad came in contact with PROYOM (Progressive Youth Movement), a student organisation inspired by the Naxal movement. PROYOM ran an 'alternative university', essentially a series of lectures that offered an alternate view (Marxist) of the subjects taught in colleges. The organisation was also quite active in the slums and other areas inhabited by the poor of Bombay. This is where Kobad met Anuradha for the first time.

Young people like Anuradha were inspired by the headiness of those times. A year before, Charu Mazumdar had died in Kolkata, and Naxal rebels were being hunted like mad dogs. Anuradha and Kobad came from different family backgrounds. Anuradha was born to Ganesh and Kumud Shanbag, both of them activists, who chose to marry in the office of the Communist Party of India (CPI). As a young boy, Ganesh Shanbag had run away from his home in Coorg to join Subhash Chandra Bose's army, and later, as a lawyer, he would fight the cases of communists arrested in the Telangana struggle. While his briefcase would be full of petitions filed on behalf of the arrested comrades, Kumud would be busy knitting and collecting sweaters to be sent for soldiers fighting the war with China. Kobad's father Adi Ghandy was the finance director of the pharmaceutical giant Glaxo while his mother Nargis played bridge and golf and was a regular at the elite Willingdon club. The family stayed in a 4000-square-feet Worli seaface house.

Even as a child, Kobad felt deeply for the poor, and a family friend describes an incident to illustrate this. Adi Ghandy's gold watch disappeared one day. Later, Kobad revealed that he had gifted it to a servant who, he said, needed it more than his father.

Anuradha's brother Sunil Shanbag, who is a progressive playwright, recalls her being good at studies as well as extra-curricular activities like dancing. But she was extremely aware of what was happening around her. Says Sunil: 'When I was in boarding school, she would send me letters, writing about issues like the nationalisation of banks. And she was only twelve then.' But beyond this awareness, Anuradha was like any other girl when she joined Bombay's prestigious Elphinstone college in 1972. 'She would come home and straighten her hair with the help of a warm iron as girls would do in those days,' recalls her mother. But in between straightening her hair, she also went on to do her MA in sociology and later an M.Phil.

Both Kobad and Anu took an instant liking to each other. Around that time, Kobad's parents had retired and shifted to Mahabaleshwar, a small hill station about 100 km from Pune. Kobad and his brother stayed on in Bombay in the Worli mansion. Kobad's brother was into making ice cream, and loved to experiment with new flavours. Kobad, Anuradha and their whole group would often assemble at the Worli house for discussions. Kobad's brother would seek the group's opinion on his experiments. Anuradha simply loved his ice cream. But he improved the quality to such an extent that, eventually, the cost of making it exceeded its selling price and he went bankrupt.

It is not clear whether Anu inspired Kobad more or the other way round but soon, as a friend puts it, both had turned into 'staunch activists'. In fact, Kobad organised the youth of Mayanagar slum near his house, and they stopped paying for water to the slumlord who was linked to the Congress and had connections in the municipality and the police. By the mid '70s, the two were at the centre of the Dalit Panther movement that organised groups to retaliate against any caste oppression. During those months, there were regular clashes with the militant Shiv Sena.

Kobad also took a liking to a song in Namak Haraam, a Hindi film set in the backdrop of the workers' movement in Bombay's textile mills: Nadiya se dariya, dariya se sagar … He took this film on VHS tapes to show it across various slums in the city. Around this time, Kobad and Anuradha fell in love, and Kumud vividly remembers the day Kobad came visiting their house. 'My husband was here on this chair,' she points out, 'and Kobad came and fell on his knees and said: “Can I marry your daughter?”'

The two got married on 5 November 1977 at Adi Ghandy's retreat in Mahabaleshwar. The Emergency had just been lifted, the Janata Party had come to power and all political prisoners including most Naxalite leaders were released. The two were very busy and only got a week off to celebrate their marriage. Anuradha's family drove down the day before. Kobad had gone earlier to help his parents with the marriage preparations.

On the morning of their marriage, Adi Ghandy drove down to neighbouring Satara to fetch the registrar of marriages. He wouldn't agree to come, and relented only after money and two bottles of whisky were passed on to him. For the wedding feast, Nargis Ghandy had prepared the choicest Parsi delicacies. The two families went on many outings together during the next two days. Anu and Kobad stayed on in Mahabaleshwar for anomer five days after the wedding, often taking long walks in the forest adjoining the house. It was the last time that they could enjoy such simple pleasures of life.

In Bombay, both Anu and Kobad became the shining lights of the civil liberties movement. Anuradha played a very important role in the formation of the Committee for the Protection of Democratic Rights (CPDR).

Meanwhile, by 1980, the Naxal squads had entered Gadchiroli. Some of the senior Naxal leaders who were active during the Telangana struggle came in contact with Kobad and Anuradha and their group in Mumbai. These leaders finally arranged a meeting between Kondapalli Seetharamaiah and Kobad during a conference of the Radical Students Union in 1981 in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. After the session was inaugurated, KS sent a messenger to Kobad. But Kobad was not to be found there. Apparently, he had slipped out briefly with a friend. Varavara Rao remembers approaching Anuradha, enquiring about Kobad. In a memoir written after her death, W describes those moments: 'Her (Anu's) anxiety was quite visible that Kobad was not present at a time when a great opportunity came in search for them. There were no cell phones at that time. Her lips were quivering, her face reddened and her eyes were filled with tears … She apologised several times. Meanwhile Kobad turned up. She pounced on him with anger like a child. Tears rolled down her face … she shouted at him, revealing her love, friendship and intimacy towards him.' Varavara Rao says the meeting between KS and Kobad paved the way for the foundation of the People's War Group in Maharashtra.

Soon afterwards, Anu and Kobad shifted to Nagpur which has the second largest slum population in Maharashtra, and is also home to a significant number of Dalits (it was in Nagpur in October 1956 that B.R. Ambedkar accepted Buddhism). Kobad would be gone for long periods for party work and often Anu would be left alone. She first stayed in a barsati in the Lakshmi Nagar area. Kumud remembers visiting her there with her husband. When we saw where she stayed, we couldn't believe our eyes,' says Kumud. The roof leaked from many places. And it rained that night. 'Our helper who was with us crept under a table and slept there,' recalls Kumud.

By 1986, however, Anuradha had shifted to north Nagpur's Indora locality, the epicentre of Dalit politics. It is from here that an agitation broke out after the infamous Khairlanji case of 2006, the background being that four members of a Dalit family were lynched in Maharashtra's Bhandara district bordering Nagpur. In Indora, Anuradha rented two small rooms at the house of a postal department employee, Khushaal Chinchikhede. 'There was absolutely nothing in their house except two trunks of books and a mud pitcher,' he says. Anuradha also worked as part-time lecturer in Nagpur University. Later, Kobad would come to live there too. Both would be out till midnight. Anuradha used a rundown cycle to commute, and it was later at the insistence of other activists that Kobad bought a TVS Champ moped.

Anuradha was a fiercely independent person, and the couple had frequent fights on many issues. She would also be left fuming at Kobad's clumsiness while driving and later with his slow typing speed. A close associate remembers how she quarrelled with Kobad after she fell off the moped at a speed breaker as Kobad had not applied the brakes and did not even realise that she had toppled down! But these fights apart, the two had immense respect for each other. Whenever Kobad visited her, he would do most of the cleaning and washing to enable Anuradha to rest a bit.

Indora was notorious for its rowdies. 'No taxi or autorickshaw driver would dare venture inside Indora,' says Anil Borkar, who grew up in Indora. But Anuradha was unfazed. 'She would pass though the basti at midnight, all alone on a cycle,' remembers Borkar. He met Anuradha through a friend. 'She made me aware of so many things. It was like the whole world opened in front of me,' he says.

Because of Anuradha, Devanand Pantavne, a black belt in karate turned into a poet and the lead singer of a radical cultural troupe. Pantavne remembers her as a stickler for deadlines. 'She would get very angry if we took up a job and then didn't deliver on time,' he says. Another young man, Surendra Gadling was motivated by Anuradha to take up law. Today, he fights cases for various activists and alleged Naxals. 'She is my guiding light,' he says. It is not without reason. Anuradha led by example, living the life she wanted the basti boys to lead.

That life was tough though. One day, a friend recalls, Anuradha returned home late in the night totally exhausted. She was crying. That day, Anuradha had left home at 6.30 a.m. on her cycle to reach the university in time for her first lecture at 9 a.m., cycling part of the way and then taking a bus to the university which was 15 km away from her house. At 11.30 a.m., she had left for central Nagpur to attend a meeting on the reservation issue. At 4 p.m., she had to reach Kamptee, a handloom township, mostly inhabited by Muslim weavers, about 20 km from Nagpur. She had first made a detour to leave her cycle at home and had then taken a bus to Kamptee without even stopping for a glass of water. She returned late in the night and began to cry. She could not bear the plight of the poor weavers who were struggling hard to survive after the government stopped their quota of thread, which had enabled them to weave cloth. Many had not eaten for days, she said, and some women had to resort to prostitution to fend for themselves and their families.

In 1994, a Dalit woman, Manorama Kamble, who worked as a maid in an influential lawyer's house, was found dead. The lawyer's family claimed that she had accidently electrocuted herself. But the activists feared that she had been raped and then killed by the lawyer. Anuradha led an agitation, and it was due to her efforts that the case created ripples in the state assembly and in Parliament.

In Indora, one of Anuradha's trusted lieutenants was Biwaji Badke, a four-foot-tall Dalit activist. 'Every morning Badke would come to her house and share all the news with Anuradha over tea,' recall friends. Later, when he was diagnosed with throat cancer, Anuradha brought him to her house and nursed him for months. Another associate, Shoma Sen remembers her being very sensitive to the concerns of others. 'Her house in Indora was open to everyone. Every time someone would come and one more cup of water would be added to the tea that was constantly brewing on the stove,' she says.

Because of her, many others from well-to-do families were inspired to become activists. Says her old friend and associate of her activist days, Susan Abraham: When I became an activist it was always heartening to see someone from Anu's background working along with you.'

In the mid '90s, because of police pressure, it had become impossible to work 'overground'. Anuradha's name had prominently figured in two important programmes she had organised in the Vidarbha region. One was the Kamlapur Conference of 1984, held at the small hamlet deep inside the forests of Gadchiroli. There was a huge mobilisation of people, including various intellectuals and activists. But it was crushed by the police. In 1992, Anuradha organised a cultural programme of the revolutionary balladeer Gaddar in Nagpur. Despite court orders, the police prevented people from attending the programme. The police had also intended to prevent Gaddar from reaching the venue but he appeared in disguise. No sooner had he reached the venue than the police resorted to a lathi charge and did not let the programme happen.

It was in the mid '90s that both Kobad and Anu finally went completely underground.

From 1996-98, Anuradha was in Bastar. Kobad was elsewhere and the two got to see very little of each other. But right from day one, Anuradha set an example in Bastar. Maina, a member of the CPI-Maoist's Special Zone Committee in Dandakaranya, remembers her efforts to mingle with the local Gond tribals: 'Many people used to question us about her, saying didi (Anuradha) is not from this country, she does not know our language. Didi would smilingly approach them saying: “I know what you are asking; please teach me your language; I will learn everything from you.'”

Life in the jungle is very harsh. The guerillas are always on the move, from one village to another, carrying heavy kit bags. Even there, Anuradha wouldn't shy away from hardships; she did everything that other guerillas would do. A Naxal leader, who was in Bastar when she first came there, remembers her not sparing herself any of the regular military drill: running, crawling, push-ups, the works. Says Maina, 'She would slip and fall many times while walking in the slushy mud, but she would get up and laugh.'

In 1999, Anuradha was camping along with other guerillas in Chhattisgarh's Sarkengudem village when the police surrounded them. An encounter ensued. Lahar, a senior guerilla remembers Anuradha taking cover and aiming her gun at the 'enemy'. Later, she would always recollect that incident, urging the youth to learn the skills of guerilla warfare. But her brother Sunil remembers her speaking about the 'awkwardness of carrying a gun'.

The hard life of the jungle took its toll on her body— she suffered frequent bouts of malaria. During the same summer, after she had been walking for hours one day she lost consciousness. Her comrades revived her and made her drink glucose water. Apparently, she had suffered a sunstroke. Even then, after she recovered, she refused to hand over her kit bag to others, says Lahar.

When south Bastar was affected by severe drought in 1998-99, the tribals were forced to eat rice which, Maina says, 'had more stones than grain in it'. The same rice was offered to the guerillas as well, which they would eat with tamarind paste. 'Taking one fistful after another and then gulping water in between, she used to take a lot of time to finish her meal,' recalls Maina. She also developed ulcers in her stomach. 'She would relieve the pain by eating one or two biscuits with a glass of water,' she says.

Sometimes, Kobad came to Bastar and the two would have a reunion of sorts. A senior guerilla remembers that Anuradha didn't know how to use a computer and save or open files on it. But since she had good speed on a manual typewriter, she would type furiously. Kobad knew how to use the computer but could not type as fast as Anuradha, and she would tease him about this. To lessen her load, Anuradha also decided to do away with the heavy blanket guerillas carry, opting instead for a thin bedsheet.

No matter what the Centre claims, the Naxals often fill the void created by the government in their areas of influence. In Basaguda in Chhattisgarh, an embankment needed to be built around a tank called Kota Chervu; some ten villages were counting on the water from this tank. The government had ignored the villagers' pleas for years. It was under Anuradha's guidance that people from 30 villages undertook this work Those who worked were given a kilo of rice a day. The government panicked and sanctioned 20 lakh rupees; it was refused. By 1998, more than a hundred tanks had been constructed by the Naxals in Dandakaranya.

Anuradha also took on the responsibility of crafting study modules to educate women. She regularly took classes on the problems faced by women guerillas, and wrote and translated Naxal propaganda material. She would prepare charts with photos of political leaders and explain world affairs to the locals who were illiterate. Sometimes, she would conduct classes on health issues. Aman, a senior member of the Maoists' Dandakaranya Special Zone Committee recalls how discussions with her would range from the Salwa Judum to films like Rang de Basanti.

But her health was in bad shape. By 2000, she had developed serious health issues. She would feel exhausted quickly and her knees gave way while her fingers would not bend. At the end of 2002, the diagnosis turned out to be shocking: Anu was suffering from the deadly systemic sclerosis that would ultimately lead to multiple organ failure. The news was broken to Kobad in an internet chatroom. Kobad could meet her only two months later, and he saw that in a little time, Anu had aged a lot. But undeterred by all this, Anuradha continued making secret trips to Mumbai. 'She would come, and I would apply oil in her hair and massage her body. I wanted to pamper her as much as I could,' says Kumud.

'The most amazing thing was that she would always know much more than us about films and other popular culture,' says Sunil. During the staging of one of his plays, Cotton 56, Polyester 84 (depicting the plight of textile mill workers) in Mumbai, Anuradha slipped in quietly, watched the play, and left as quietly as she had come. 'I only came to know later that she was there,' says Sunil. As Kobad says: 'She enjoyed plays, novels, good films, good food, whenever she got a chance. But she never craved after anything. I have seen her selflessness living sometimes in the most horrible conditions—in slum-like places. There would be never any complaints. She always adjusted. She would bear the worst sort of hardships as part of normal tasks. She would always spend the least on herself.'

At the ninth Congress of the CPI (Maoist) in 2007, Anuradha was made a member of the Central Committee. A picture of that time shows her wearing the uniform of the PLGA, a rifle slung across her shoulder. She is smiling in the picture, very conscious of the gun she is carrying. By this time, Kobad had also become a senior ideologue writing articles under the pen name Arvind.

It was on the basis of Anuradha's work that the Naxals prepared the first-ever caste policy paper within the Marxist movement in India. She also drafted papers on Marxism and feminism, of which the top Naxal leadership took note. During the time spent in Dandakaranya, Anuradha helped the guerillas overcome the limitations of collective work by making them understand what roles cooperatives could play in increasing agricultural production. In Bastar, Anuradha raised questions on the patriarchal ideas prevalent in the party. She had also been working with the women's cadre, to devise plans that would help them take greater leadership responsibilities.

Towards the end of March 2008, Anu had travelled to Jharkhand to conduct classes for the women's cadre. She spent about a week among these women, mostly tribal, and her lectures were taped for use elsewhere. At the end of the classes, she had become such a hit among the women that they refused to let her go, and she had to delay her departure by two days. As she prepared to leave, all the women whom she had taught followed her for a few kilometres inside the thick forest before she persuaded them to return. One Maoist guerilla who took those classes said that there were tears in everyone's eyes. From there, it seems, she travelled to Mumbai where she developed high fever. She went to a doctor who advised some tests. By evening the tests had reached the doctor, and on looking at them, the doctor started making frantic calls to the phone number the patient had scribbled in her nearly illegible handwriting. The number, he soon realised, did not exist. The reports indicated the presence of two deadly strains of malaria in Anuradha's bloodstream—she had to be admitted to a hospital without delay. Time was racing by and there was no trace of her.

By the time Anuradha contacted the doctor again, a few days had passed. The doctor wanted her placed under intensive care immediately. But it was too late. The next morning, on 12 April 2008, Anuradha Ghandy was dead. She had suffered multiple organ failure, her immune system already weakened by systemic sclerosis, which was responsible for, among other things, her bad handwriting.

Writing to me from Tihar jail, two years after Anu's death, Kobad recollects his thoughts: 'Two years is a long time, yet the fragrance lingers on. The sweet scent, like from an eternal blossom, intoxicates the mind with memories of her vivacious and loving spirit. Even here, in the High Risk ward of Tihar jail, the five sets of bars that incarcerate us cannot extinguish the aroma that Anu radiates in one's memories. The pain one suffers here seems so insignificant compared to what she must have faced on that fateful day.'

How did a girl like Anuradha, born into privilege, come to choose a life of struggle and hardship in the treacherous jungles of Bastar, a rifle by her side and a tarpaulin sheet for her bedding? The answer perhaps lies in the times she lived in. Or the kind of person she was. Or, maybe, a bit of both.

In Nagpur, a year after her death, I requested her former landlord in Indora, Chinchikhede to open the rooms once occupied by Anuradha. All that remained of the old days was a sticker of Bhagat Singh on the door. It was sunset and the sky had turned crimson. A comrade who accompanied me lay on the floor, a floor he was too familiar with. And he recited a poem by revolutionary poet Gorakh Pandey:

It's thousands of years old

their anger

thousands of years old

is their bitterness

I am only returning their scattered words

with rhyme and rhythm

and you fear that

I am spreading fire.


IX
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THE URBAN AGENDA

The final objective of the revolution is the capture of the cities, the enemy's main bases, and this objective cannot be achieved without adequate work in the cities.

—Mao Tse-tung

If you are far from the enemy, make him believe you are near.

—SunTzu


The sleuths of the Intelligence Bureau were waiting for him. The moment Anthony Shimray crossed the entry gate of the Patna railway station on the morning of 2 October 2010, he was nabbed and immediately whisked away. Shimray was under surveillance for quite some time. Though the insurgent group NSCN-IM [National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah)]—active in north-east India—had a ceasefire agreement with the Indian government, interrogating Shimray had become quite necessary for the intelligence agency. Apart from being the 'foreign minister' of the outfit (and the nephew of its general secretary, T. Muivah), Shimray was also its chief arms procurer, and he had recently travelled to Beijing, paying an advance of 800,000 dollars to a Chinese firm. He was based in Bangkok and had travelled to Kathmandu from where he slipped into the Indian territory to return to Nagaland. During sustained interrogation, Shimray finally opened up. He confessed that this amount was paid to book a huge consignment of arms that included sophisticated guns, rocket launchers, explosive devices and communication gadgets. He told the Indian authorities that he was to make a payment of another 200,000 dollars to the Chinese firm before they would dispatch the consignment to India either through Bangladesh or Myanmar. According to Shimray, this was to reach India in three batches and the consignment was meant for Maoists and insurgent outfits in the north-east. Intelligence agencies believed that the first batch had already reached the Maoists.

This was confirmed on 3 December 2010, when a special unit of the Kolkata Police nabbed the state secretary of the CPI (Maoist) Kanchan alias Sudip Chongdar and his two other associates from a city suburb. Intelligence sources say that the arrests were made after Shimray provided important leads to the leader's whereabouts. The police now believe that some of the modern communication equipment seized from the Maoist leaders was a part of the first batch of the Chinese consignment. The Maoist leaders were planning their strategy to be a part of the agitation in the Rajarhat area where 7,000 acres of land had allegedly been forcibly acquired from farmers. The Maoists had earlier participated in similar agitations in Singur and Nandigram, where the protests had turned violent.

Participating in such agitations is a part of the urban agenda of the CPI (Maoist).

In February 2010, the Uttar Pradesh police arrested a scholar Chintan alias Bansidhar Singh from a hideout in the industrial town of Kanpur. Chintan held a doctoral degree in social science from Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru University, and, according to the police, the 64-year-old man was a senior Maoist leader working towards spreading his party's area of influence. In all, the police arrested 11 people, which included, apart from Chintan, another senior leader, Balraj. Balraj, the police said, had been active in socialist leader Jayaprakash Narain's movement in the '70s in Bihar, and both he and Chintan were assigned the task of spreading the Maoist network to Uttarakhand and Bundelkhand regions. It is believed that Chintan had been in touch with people in the poverty-stricken areas of Bundelkhand where a void had been created due to the elimination of various dacoits. In Uttarakhand, the Maoist cadre hoped to spread their movement by backing protests and agitations against big dams, which had rendered many homeless in the state. The Maoists have been active in the anti-dam agitation in Polavaram in Andhra Pradesh. In March 2010, senior Maoist leader Venkateshwar Reddy alias Telugu Deepak was arrested from West Bengal in Haripur where a resistance movement had been building up against the proposed construction of a nuclear reactor.29 Similarly, in recent years, police have arrested other alleged Maoist sympathisers from Delhi who, the police claim, have been trying to influence jobless labourers and other displaced people in the city.

In fact, the Maoists regard the urban movement as very important since they believe that revolution will occur only when cities are finally taken over. Also, it is from urban areas that the Maoists hope to draw their leaders, and it is here that they plan to shift some of the senior leaders in the wake of sustained military operations in their strongholds like Bastar. A Maoist document prepared in 2007 makes clear the significance of Maoist influence in urban areas: 'We should not forget the dialectical relationship between the development of the urban movement and the development of the people's war. In the absence of a strong revolutionary urban movement, the people's war will face difficulties.' Stressing upon the need to recruit people from urban areas, it says: 'A steady supply of urban cadre is necessary to fulfil the needs of the rural movement and the people's war. This is necessary for providing working class leadership, as well as technical skills to the people's war.'

The Strategy and Tactics document adopted at the last Party Congress (held in 2007) further says: 'However, we should not belittle the importance of the fact that the urban areas are the strong centres of the enemy. Building up of a strong urban revolutionary movement means that our party should build a struggle network capable of waging struggle consistently by sustaining itself until the protracted people's war reaches the stage of the strategic offensive. With this long-term perspective, we should develop a secret party, a united front and people's armed elements; intensify the class struggle in urban areas and mobilise the support of millions of urban masses for the people's war.'

The Maoist leadership believes that India's urban population today is significantly larger in numbers in proportion to the total population, as also in economic weight, when compared to China's urban population at the time of the revolution there. The leadership says that this would mean that India's urban areas would have to play a relatively more important role than the cities in China during the revolution. The document specifies that with the exception of Delhi and its suburbs, much of the north, the east and central India have been by-passed by new India. This vast area covering the eastern half of UP and stretching across Bihar, West Bengal, the north-eastern states, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and the eastern part of Maharashtra remains an area of urban backwardness with old industrial bases and high unemployment.

According to the document, India's liberalisation policies mean that investment is not regulated and only goes to the areas promising the greatest profits. Such areas identified by the Maoist leadership are:

• Ahmedabad-Pune Corridor which includes the top ten cities of Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Pune and Surat, Vadodara and Nashik. The Maoists believe that these cities and adjoining districts attract the largest amount of new investment in the whole country. The working class is the most diverse, having migrated from all parts of the country.

• Delhi region which includes the areas of Gurgaon, Faridabad, Ghaziabad and NOIDA

• Bangalore which the Maoist leadership identifies as a fast-growing centre.

• Chennai which is the industrial hub of the south.

• Coimbatore-Erode belt which has experienced the fastest growing urbanisation in the country hinging on textile mills, power looms, knitwear, etc.

• Hyderabad where the new investments are mainly in electronics and information technology.

• Kolkata where due to slow industrial growth the unemployment rate is relatively higher.

It also points to the cities of the Gangetic plain, cities like Kanpur that are not receiving much new investment and are thus stagnating.

The document says that with closures of industries and the accompanying loss of jobs, many workers are forced to take up casual work or earn on their own through hawking their wares, plying rickshaws, operating roadside thelas. It points out that at the same time new youth entering the work force do not get regular jobs and that the unemployment rate is the highest in the 15 to 24 age group.

'In the liberalisation-globalisation period, however, the ruling classes in most major cities aspiring to make them "global cities" have in a coordinated and planned manner launched numerous measures to push the poor out of the core of the cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Chennai. These measures extend from the old measures of slum demolition and hawker eviction to new forms like closure of polluting factories, banning of protests in central areas, regulations encouraging concentration of development in the richer zones,' says the document.

The document also states that caste violence and caste riots are more numerous, with some towns and cities repeatedly witnessing attacks on Dalits. Such upper-caste violence, it says, has further sharpened the division of many towns by forcing all Dalits to live in separate areas to better organise their self-defence. The Maoists are believed to have taken part in the Khairlanji agitation of 2006 against the lynching of four members of a Dalit family. Some of these protests had turned violent with Maoists at one time even threatening to kill the people behind the killings.

The document also takes into account the plight of Muslims in India. 'Our party in the urban areas has to seriously take the ghettoisation process into account in all plans. Sharp ghettoisation leads to lack of jobs for Muslims and pushes larger sections of them into semi-proletariat. Thus merely organising within industry will not enable us to enter this oppressed community. Unless we base ourselves in the middle of the ghetto, we will not be able to gain entry into organising the community (sic),' the document advises the Maoist cadre.

In the document, the main objectives of the urban work have been categorised under three broad heads:

• Mobilising and organising the masses which involves organising the working class and students, middle-class employees and intellectuals. It must also undertake the task of dealing with the problems of special groups like women, Dalits and religious minorities and mobilise them for the revolutionary movement.

• Building a united front, which involves the task of unifying the working class, building worker-peasant solidarity and alliances and building fronts against globalisation.

• Military tasks which involve sending cadres to the countryside, infiltration of enemy ranks, organising people in key industries, acts of sabotage in coordination with the rural armed struggle, logistical support, etc.

The Maoist leadership also lays emphasis on forming cover mass organisations which may not disclose their link with the party. An example it specifies is the case of unorganised workers where the established trade unions have a limited presence and the party has no option but to set up its own trade union organisation. The document warns that the cadres should be very careful not to attract attention by exceeding the socially acceptable limits of militancy for that area. So if knives and swords are used, the cadres should not resort to firearms or they should not normally resort to annihilation in a new area where there has been no history of such actions.

The Maoist cadres are also advised to form legal democratic organisations such as those catering to a particular section like students, lawyers, teachers and cultural bodies. It says that other groups may be formed with issue-oriented programmes focusing on core questions like communalism, violence against women, corruption, regional backwardness and statehood, etc. 'It is necessary that the party in the urban areas should give considerable importance to the task of participating in and building up a strong and broad legal democratic movement,' it says.

Expanding into urban areas has, so far, proved to be tough. In recent years, many of the senior Maoist leaders have either been arrested or killed in urban areas. In March 2010, two senior leaders, Solipeta Kondal Reddy and Sakhamuri Appa Rao were picked up by the Andhra SIB from Pune and Chennai, respectively, and later allegedly killed in fake encounters. The Maoist chief spokesperson Azad was allegedly picked up from Nagpur railway station in July 2010 and killed, as the activists allege, in cold blood.

Despite the perceived difficulties, the Maoists are keen to spread out to urban areas. The urban agenda document urges Maoist cadres to pay attention to organising the workers within the slums and such localities. 'Through this we can get in touch with new workers from various industries, we can draw the families of the workers into the movement, and we can organise the semi-proletariat and other sections of the urban poor living in the slums and poor localities,' it explains.

The document advises cadres to cover themselves by building or joining traditional organisations like chawl committees, sports clubs, cultural bodies and mandalis for Ganesh and Durga puja, for Ambedkar jayanti, etc. The Maoist leadership also points out what it calls the 'problem of imperialist funded NGOs'. It says that such NGOs are in existence in almost all the slums of the major cities and that it is the duty of the Maoist cadre to educate the slum masses and particularly the activists about the sinister role of such organisations and the agencies financing them. 'We should particularly expose them when they stand in the path of people's struggles.' However, the cadres are told that in times of repression they can work within them. Citing the example of the Peru Communist Party's success in creating strongholds in the shanty towns of its capital Lima, the document says that the Maoists should also work at creating such strongholds in India's major cities. It says that the situation of the urban poor in the slums and poor localities is worsening continuously: 'The slum population of India is over four crores, spread in more than 600 towns. The largest mega city, Mumbai has 49 per cent of its population in slums.'

'Propaganda and agitation on issues and incidents of repression on various other urban classes are the main means by which the working class and the party expresses solidarity with the affected sections—issues such as the eviction of hawkers, demolition of slums, suppression of students' rights, funds for teachers' salaries. While it may not be possible to hold a solidarity action on every such issue, the party should be ever alive and respond in whatever manner possible—propaganda pamphlet, press statement, dharna, demonstration, or some more militant action,' the document explains.

The document also says that the Maoist cadres working in urban areas should also try to forge a unity between blue-collar (workers, labourers) and white-collar employees (like bank workers, insurance workers, teachers and other government employees). It says that efforts should be made to oppose the creation of separate 'workers' and 'employees' unions. However, where such separate unions exist already, forces should be allocated for fractional work within them. 'Some industries like transport, communications, power, oil and natural gas, defence production can play a crucial role in the people's war. Disruption of production in these industries has an immediate impact on the enemy's ability to fight the war. If struggles in such industries are coordinated with developments in the people's war they can provide direct assistance to the People's Guerilla Army. Party-led units within such industries can also perform industrial sabotage actions which would provide effective assistance during certain points in the war.' The document says such operations normally will be necessary at later stages in the war. 'But we have to give importance to allocation of cadre for such industries right from the beginning.'

The document also instructs the cadres to focus on workers in industries and try and influence them: 'At level one we can influence the workers in these industries from outside through various forms of propaganda, particularly during the struggles of these industries. This can be done through legal democratic workers' organisations, workers' magazines, and secret pamphleteering and even through party statements.

'At another level we should send comrades to secretly develop fractional work from within the industry. This work should be done with a long-term approach taking care to avoid exposure. The comrades doing propaganda and extending solidarity from outside need not know about the existence of the work being conducted from within. It is also not necessary to do work at both levels at the same unit.

'Due to the critical character of these industries the enemy too is very conscious of the need to prevent any revolutionary or other genuine struggling forces from entering such industries. We therefore have to be very guarded and careful while entering and working within such enterprises. All work in such places should be under cover of some sort.'

The Intelligence Bureau (IB) believes that the Maoists have more than 50 bodies working for them as frontal organisations.30 In March 2010, the Home Minister P. Chidambaram made a statement in the Parliament on this issue. He said: 'Available inputs indicate that organisations such as PUDR, PUCL and APDR take up issues of the CPI (Maoist). Both the central and state governments keep a close watch on the activities of these organisations.' The IB list includes RSU and RYL and organisations like Naujawan Bharat Sabha and Jan Chetna Manch. The IB dossier accuses two organisations based in Delhi, Revolutionary Democratic Front (RDF) and Delhi General Mazdoor Front of being front offices of Maoists. The same report says that the Maoists have formed a committee for Delhi to concentrate on mobilisation and recruitment and protests against the arrest of Maoists.

The Maoist document also lays emphasis on the need for what it calls 'infiltration into the enemy camp': 'It is very important to penetrate into the military, paramilitary forces, police and higher levels of the administrative machinery of the state. It is necessary to obtain information regarding the enemy, to build support for the revolution within these organs, and even to incite revolt when the time is ripe.'

In May 2010, the UP Special Task Force (STF) arrested six persons, including three CRPF personnel for supplying arms and ammunition to Maoists from the CRPF armoury in Rampur, UP. The police recovered a huge cache of arms from the arrested persons, including thousands of live cartridges. Investigations revealed that some of mis ammunition had been used by the Maoists even in the 6 April ambush in Dantewada that killed 76 security personnel. In January 2011, a CRPF jawan, Satyaban Bhoi was arrested for allegedly helping Maoists by giving them information about the troop movement in Orissa's Sundargarh district.

The home ministry believes that while the centre has been successful in containing Maoists in certain places, there are other areas where they are expanding. 'I can tell you that so far we have reclaimed about 10,000 sq km area (from Maoists). Of course, in certain areas, like Orissa, the Maoists have expanded as well,' says Union Home Secretary G.K. Pillai.31 Recently, the Punjab police chief revealed that the Maoists had made deep inroads in the state. He said that the rebels had penetrated into villages and mohallas and were running recruitment drives across Punjab.

The Maoist document also speaks of building city action teams—small secret teams of disciplined and trained soldiers of the Maoist army who are permanently based in the cities or towns to hit at important, selected enemy targets. It may be the annihilation of individuals of military importance or sabotage actions like the blowing up of ammunition depots, destroying communication networks, damaging oil installations, etc. The Central Military Commission of the CPI (Maoist) is supposed to undertake such tasks and provide training and education to city action teams.

'Since the enemy is centred in the big cities, it is very important that our party develops a network to obtain and analyse political and military intelligence at higher levels. Besides human intelligence, use of internet and other modern electronic means for gathering information by entering the enemy's networks should also be utilised,' the document says. The internet is increasingly becoming an important tool for the Maoists in their fight against the state. The Maoists use the internet for propaganda and also to be in touch with each other. Messages from one place to another, from one senior leader to another in urban areas are often delivered as encrypted messages using data cards. The internet is also used to send press releases and other information to journalists and activists.

The document accepts that throughout the past 30 years there has been a disregard towards the tasks of the urban movement. 'Having understood the formulation that rural work is primary and urban work is secondary in a mechanical way we concentrated most of our leadership forces only in rural work,' the Maoist leadership felt during discussions at the Party Congress. The document says: 'Therefore a culture was created in the organisation where only the rural work was seen as fieldwork or struggle area work, whereas the urban areas were seen to be out of the field, and non-struggle area work. All the best and most committed cadre would therefore opt for (rural work) and be transferred out of the urban field … All this took place despite our understanding that the importance of the urban areas in India is growing and that the urban areas and the working class in India will have a relatively more important role to play in the revolution.'

But, how do the Maoists expect the middle class in cities to be sympathetic to their cause? In fact, the middle class fears that if the Maoists come to power, they would be annihilated and their properties confiscated. Ganapathi tried to address this issue in his interview. He said: 'Only a very small percentage of the upper crust in the middle classes join the upper classes (elite) and turn anti-people. But the entire middle class, the majority of the intellectuals and democrats who belong to the middle class would either join the movement or would stand in support of the movement. Not only during the revolution but in a post-revolutionary society too, the role of the intellectuals in building a new society would be excellent. When they join their hands with the working people, we will be able to complete the revolution sooner and also build the new society at a rapid pace. Due to the prejudices propagated by the ruling classes and some of their stooges, who lick their boots, a negligible number of them may have some fears but we want to clearly say that it is not at all the truth.'

The Maoists are currently facing problems on account of very little recruitment from the urban areas. The Maoist movement is not attracting youth from universities and other academic institutions the way it did in the '70s and '80s. Ganapathi accepts that this indeed is a problem. 'It is true that at present we are not able to mobilise workers, students and intellectuals as we had done in the '70s and '80s. There have been some considerable changes and phenomena in those conditions. It has become very complex to work in areas where the enemy is strong and in the trade union movement where the revisionists have entrenched themselves. This is not just the case in India. This condition is prevailing in the whole world,' he says. But he is sure that their movement would be able to overcome this. 'In order to liberate this country we have to concentrate on organising the peasantry. At present we would strengthen our movement among the peasantry and definitely extend it to the urban areas. On the other hand, this peasant movement is inspiring the urban people and is having a great impact on them. So, the days when we would vastly organise peasantry of plain areas, the suburban people and urban people are not that far off,' he says.

In the meantime, the Maoists are trying their best to increase recruitment, and, according to intelligence sources, they have cadres in students' hostels and slums from where they try to recruit youth, especially targeting Dalit and tribal youth. Recently, the Maoists have been on a recruitment drive in their erstwhile bastions of Andhra Pradesh as well.

The Maoist leadership believes that due to the government's 'pro-imperialist' policies, more and more people are getting affected and isolated. I had asked Ganapathi whether he thinks the Maoist movement will ever be as successful in Guragon, Haryana, as in Giridih (a Maoist stronghold in Jharkhand). He replied: 'All the riches between Giridih and Gurgaon have been produced by people from poor areas like Giridih. It is the poor Dalit and Adivasi labourers who are spilling their sweat and blood for the construction of huge mansions and infrastructure by Indian and foreign corporate lords. The majority of the workers and employees who work in the shopping malls and companies are from these areas. In terms of social, economic and cultural ties or in terms of movement relations Gurgaons and Giridihs are not two unconnected islands as such. They both are influencing each other. This is creating a strong base for our extension. If Giridih is liberated first, then basing on its strength and on the struggles of the working class in Gurgaon, Gurgaon would be liberated later.'

That may be a far cry, but not as far as it may sound to the government.


29The Telegraph, 4 March 2010.

30'Raman Kirpal, 'The Crimson Brief, Tehelka, 22 May 2010.

31Interview to the author.


Postscript
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THE DEATH OF A
BALLOON SELLER


On New Year's Eve 2011, when thousands of revellers were celebrating across Delhi's numerous clubs and hotels, a 35-year-old balloon seller Bhima died on a roundabout outside the illustrious Indian Agricultural Research Institute. Even his name could not save him from the biting cold after a temporary shelter he used to take refuge in was demolished by the Municipal Corporation of Delhi. About a month later, in a park near the same roundabout, a pregnant homeless woman delivered her child in shock after a policeman chasing beggars hit her with a lathi. After her husband was sentenced to life imprisonment, Binayak Sen's wife Ilina Sen said she feared for her security following her husband's imprisonment, and that the only recourse she could think of was to walk into some embassy and seek political asylum. In its new avatar, the Salwa Judum in Chhattisgarh, now called the Maa Danteshwari Adivasi Swabhimani Manch, called for the deaths of three local journalists who had been trying to expose the facts about everyday atrocities and human rights violations. In a statement the group said that whoever worked against its interests would have to leave Bastar otherwise 'you will die like a dog'. In Gurgaon, meanwhile, a textile trader and his family were busy setting their dog upon their eight-year-old domestic help Usman (not his real name). He was rescued after facing two months of torture at the hands of his employers that included regular beatings with shoes. A neighbour who reported the case said later that he hadn't seen anybody even treat an animal the way Usman was being treated. Metres away from where Usman was rescued, a Citibank employee, Shivraj Puri was arrested on charges of fraudulently collecting 400 crore rupees from high net worth individuals. Also in the month of January, a UK-based art gallery brought a sculpture titled 'Eternal Spring' worth Rs 62,000,000 to Delhi, hoping to sell it during an art summit.

But there is another Delhi—unknown, unseen—which the government does not pay heed to but the Maoists are well aware of One such area is north-west Delhi's Bawana that the TV journalist Ravish Kumar calls the Bastar of Delhi. In a medium obsessed with pretty faces and glam news, Ravish does something that the big bosses of TV journalism term as 'downmarket': he visits areas like Bawana, inhabited by the poor, and chronicles the life of people living in such areas in his weekly show. What Ravish has seen has left him shocked. He speaks of meeting women who earn 60 paise a day after a day's hard labour. 'I couldn't show that in my show because no one would believe me,' he says. But such women do exist, he says, here in the national capital. These are women who sift through mountains of paper waste out of which about a kilo of cardboard is prepared for which they are paid an amount ranging from 60 paise to Rs 1.25 a day. He has met women who glue together key chains commemorating the Commonwealth Games, and after putting together 144 such keychains, the women are paid three rupees. Out of this, 50 paise is taken as commission by the contractor. Not only this, they have to collect the material from the contractor and bring it back on a cycle rickshaw that costs them two days' labour. He speaks of women who stitch 144 socks that takes them three hours for which they are paid two to five rupees. He says 80 per cent of such women have just started working three to four years ago when the little incomes their husbands brought home would not suffice. With their own little income, they buy small things—like a pack of cheap glucose biscuits or a pouch of milk for their children,' Ravish says. These women, he says, cannot even work as domestic servants since they live very far away from homes where demand for such maids exists. These people now cook their food in zeera instead of onions and eat potatoes instead of dal since both onion and dal are beyond their reach.

In January, the Supreme Court issued a notice to the Centre and the Andhra Pradesh government on a petition seeking a judicial probe into the killings of Maoist leader Azad, 58, and journalist Hemchandra Pandey, 32. 'We cannot allow the Republic killing its own children,' a court bench observed. The two were shot dead together in July 2010 by security forces in an alleged fake encounter. Azad had on him a letter written by Swami Agnivesh, the mediator appointed by the Centre for talks with Maoist insurgents. The police said that Hemchandra was a Maoist as well and that both were killed in an armed engagement in Adilabad district of Andhra Pradesh, close to the Maharashtra border. Civil rights activists, however, allege that both of them were picked up from a hotel in Nagpur, flown in a helicopter to the jungles of Adilabad, and then executed in cold blood. Azad was supposed to travel to Bastar from Nagpur to seek the opinion of a section of the Maoist leadership on talks with the Centre. The postmortem reports of both Azad and Hemchandra suggest that they were shot from very close range, even as an independent probe carried out by human rights groups, tears apart the police version of events in Adilabad's jungles. Activists allege that Hemchandra was killed alongside Azad because the police did not want an eyewitness to survive.

On 23 March 2010, the deam anniversary of Bhagat Singh, Naxalbari's leading light Kanu Sanyal committed suicide at his residence in West Bengal by hanging himself. Over the years, he had become a staunch opponent of the current Maoist movement, and he would express this by saying that killing a traffic constable on a busy street could not bring about a revolution. The Maoist leadership called him an opportunist. During the Lalgarh siege, Maoist leader Kishenji even called him a pheriwala, a hawker. In October 2010, forty years after the encounter death of Kerala's Naxal leader A. Varghese, a court sentenced to life imprisonment a former inspector general of police in his murder.

On 10 September 2008, Raghuram Rajan, noted economist and honorary advisor to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, delivered a speech at the Bombay Chamber of Commerce where he spoke about how most of India's billionaires did not derive their wealth from IT or software but from land, natural resources, and government contracts or licences. He spoke of India being second only to Russia in terms of wealth concentration (the number of billionaires per trillion dollars of GDP). To show how extraordinary this number was he quoted the case of Brazil which had only 18 billionaires despite a greater GDP than India. Or Germany, which had three times India's GDP and a per capita income 40 times India's but had the same number of billionaires. 'If Russia is an oligarchy, how long can we resist calling India one?' he wondered.

What Rajan said is complete truth. One such case to prove this point is the bizarre manner in which the Orissa government bent over backwards to give clearance to Vedanta University, floated by Anil Agarwal, the chairman of the London-based Vedanta Group, now venturing into oil and gas. Forbes magazine's 2010 list of billionaires ranks him the world's thirteenth richest Indian, his net worth estimated at $5.5 billion. Investigations showed that the state government had flouted norms to let Vedanta acquire more than 6,000 acres of land even as the Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration and Research had identified 1.82 million tonnes of thorium-bearing monazite resources along the Orissa coast—the same area, coincidentally, where Agarwal wants his world-class university. Those opposed to the deal called it 'India's biggest land grab', and alleged that Vedanta was being favoured because it had funded the 2004 and 2009 Lok Sabha election campaigns of the state's ruling party, the Biju Janata Dal (BJD). They contended that when some of the world's top universities such as Harvard or MIT had main campuses under 400 acres, why did Vedanta require so much land? (They had initially asked for more than 10,000 acres). In Delhi's Tees Hazari court, meanwhile, inside room number 308, Kobad Ghandy sits on a chair, wearing a striped formal shirt and worn-out sandals, flanked by uniformed men of the Delhi Police. His sister sits next to him. After about ten minutes, he is to be produced in front of the judge. They make him get up. He walks straight, keeping his head high. He listens to his lawyer's arguments and then that of the government's. In a few minutes, the hearing is over. Another date. Kobad's sister wants to buy him a pair of shoes. She asks him to put his foot on a piece of paper. She marks the outline of his foot with a pen. And then he is taken away.

Like all his comrades in the jungles of Bastar, and elsewhere, Kobad Ghandy believes too much in the cause he has taken up. He has too much belief in the idea of revolution. He may be condemned, it will not matter to him. He would say, as Fidel Castro said in his famous 1953 speech: 'History will absolve me.'

That is about him. To us, Kobad may not matter. Or Ganapathi. But what does Nobel laureate Amartya Sen have to say about what the pink newspapers often term as India's elephant-sized growth opportunities? 'India cannot be seen as doing splendidly if a great many Indians— sometimes most Indians—are having very little improvement in their deprived lives,' he said in a recent newspaper article.

Now, let us translate this into one particular image. For a moment, think: what if Usman ever gets to go to Giridih? Or what if Giridih visits him in Gurgaon?


Afterword
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COMRADE ANURADHA
GHANDY AND THE IDEA
OF INDIA


On 5 February this year, in a village in Uttar Pradesh, a 16-year-old Dalit girl was attacked by three upper-caste youth. While she was returning from the fields, they dragged her away in an attempt to rape her. When she resisted and shouted for help, they fled. But before running away they chopped off her ears and part of her hand with an axe and badly injured her face. The inhumanity of this action would be unthinkable in any civilised society. But here, in India, it is hardly noticed. This is routine. In our highly patriarchal system, a girl's life is cheap; a poor Dalit girl is less than a chattel in the prevailing upper-caste/ upper-class social thinking.

This single incident brings out three factors. First: the intolerance to any form of Dalit assertion, even if it is an assertion to resist rape. Second: the impunity with which Dalits can be attacked even in a state ruled by a Dalit leader that comes from the knowledge that the establishment will not touch the culprits. Third: it brings out the arrogance of the upper-caste youth, a superiority complex instilled since birth.

Rahul Pandita's Hello, Bastar coincides with the third death anniversary of Anuradha Ghandy. It is an occasion to remember her monumental contribution to the understanding of the caste/Dalit question in India and the significance of its resolution for the democratization of the individuals, and with it, the society. In a society where a small percentage of people consider themselves superior to all others merely due to birth, there can be no democratic consciousness. Where major sections of society are seen as inferior (and nearly 20 percent treated as untouchable) merely due to their birth, what results is a society that is hierarchical and not democratic. Even nation building and national consciousness get sacrificed at the altar of caste. Caste consciousness supercedes national consciousness, identity, loyalty—everything.

Anuradha's pure simplicity, her total lack of any ego or arrogance and her innate attitude to see all others as her equal drew her to the issue of caste in her early college days itself. The outbreak of the Dalit Panther movement in Mumbai (1974) further helped fuel thought on this question. She began studying the caste/Dalit question at a time when the issue was anathema to most shades of Communists. And by 1980 itself she had presented extensive analytical articles on the issue. The Dalit question and Ambedkar's role in taking it up was not in fashion amongst the Left then, and Anuradha's writings resulted in hostile reactions from many of these circles. But Anuradha stood her ground. Even as a lecturer later in Nagpur, she lived in a Dalit basti and worked among them thereby getting a practical experience of their lives—the horrific humiliation they face, and their struggles for self-respect much before their desperate struggles for livelihood.

Anuradha was one of the few in the 1970s to understand the negative impact of casteism on genuine democratization of society—a disease worse than the apartheid in South Africa. Anuradha's creativity and intellect was a product of the fact that her mind was not fettered by hundreds of ego complexes. She was modesty personified. Her child-like simplicity with no element of pretence, trickery, or cunning allowed her to focus fully on whatever issue she took up. Her mind was not dissipated in varied futile directions to create impressions, appearances and images. As a result, her mental sharpness and intellectual capacity continued to flower and grow even towards the last years of her life, even after she was afflicted with the deadly disease, systemic sclerosis. In the 35 years that I knew her—from a simple student leader to a mass leader—she never lost her straightforwardness and pristine honesty. I never saw her struggle to achieve this; it all came very naturally to her. One tends to see these values amongst the simple tribal folk who live with nature and have not as yet been corrupted by the system and are also outside of the caste framework.

Through all our ups and downs we were often apart for months. But the times we were together are the most cherished periods of my life. Her fiercely independent thinking acted as a great help to rational understanding of events, people and issues. There was no other person with whom I have had as vehement debates. This normally brought a balance to my often one-sided views.

Back to Hello, Bastar. This book by Rahul Pandita is an authentic introduction to a subject that is being much debated in the media. There have been other books on this subject, but they have primarily been based on secondary sources. But Rahul has personally investigated the issue, traversing difficult and often risky terrain. Such investigative journalism is a refreshing breeze in the stagnant air of superficiality that dominates reporting today. Having personally studied the developments in Chhattisgarh and having interacted with many revolutionaries and their sympathisers, the author has no doubt added to the reliability of the information. One may agree or disagree with the views presented, but the facts of the Maoist movement seem well elucidated. So, this book becomes an important source material for anyone seeking to study the particular model of development. For even if one does not agree, it is necessary to know the efforts and viewpoints going on in the country today. This is important in order to seek effective solutions to the problems—problems that are serious.

Generally, to the ordinary reader of the mainstream media, the issue is just that of violence. This book brings out that the question of violence is secondary; the key question is how to develop the country and its people. The Maoists have one method as reflected in their policies as elaborated in this book while the established government has another, seen in their economic and political policies over the past years.

Let us now address the larger question of India's real growth. The government's Economic Survey 2009-10 has rightly commented: 'A nation interested in inclusive growth views the same growth indifferently depending on whether the gains of the growth are heaped primarily on a small segment or shared widely by the population. The latter is cause for celebration but not the former. In other words, growth must not be treated as an end in itself, but as an instrument of spreading prosperity to all.' Then it goes on to show how inclusive growth has taken place in the country, by showing a growth in the per capita GDP and the per capita consumption expenditure of the country. But these figures, I am afraid, do not give an accurate picture as it averages out the billionaire's income and wealth with that of a pauper and puts them in a common category. This is particularly skewed in India where just a few families have a wealth equivalent to 25 percent of our GDP. All official indicators in fact show a terrifying situation within the country that is quite contrary to the rosy picture painted by the government. In the Global Hunger Index 2010, India ranks 67th among 88 countries— it was 65 in 2009. And if we turn to the recently-developed UNDP Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), which more accurately measures income on the basis of income, health, education etc., we find the situation even worse. India, it says, has 65 crore people who are poor on this index. It amounts to 55 percent population. Eight states of India (Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal) account for more people than those present in the 26 poorest countries of Africa.

According to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), India ranks better only than Ethiopia in the number of malnourished children (under five). In 2008, the percentage of malnourished children was 51 percent in Ethiopia, 48 in India, 46 in Congo, 44 in Tanzania, 43 in Bangladesh, 42 in Pakistan, 41 in Nigeria and 37 in Indonesia.

The Right to Food Campaign says that two-thirds of our women are anaemic. India is also at the very bottom of the recently-compiled 'Quality of Death' index. This new study, on the provision of end-of-life care, takes a look at the quality of life and care made available to the old and the dying in developed and 'emerging' economies of 40 countries. In a scale of ten, the US was at 6.2 while India figured last at 1.9. So pathetic is the situation that even a country like South Africa that got independence after India has an index that is double that of India's.

The water in our country is so badly polluted that it has turned into one of the major killers. According to the United Nations (UN), one lakh people die each year of waterborne diseases in India. A Planning Commission report adds that out of over 600 districts, one-third (203) have high fluoride content in drinking water that causes flourisis among 6.5 crore people. Thirty-five districts have high arsenic content that results in 50 lakh people suffering from poisoning; 206 districts have high iron content and 109 districts have high nitrate content. Then, according to a study led by the Registrar-General of India, 14 lakh infants die every year of five major preventable diseases. This includes eight lakh children who die within one month of their birth. The study said 23 lakh children died before completing five years of age in 2005 alone, and of these 14 lakh children died from preventable causes like pneumonia, diarrohea etc. Even as one can clearly see that India is a 'sick' nation, national expenditure on healthcare is amongst the lowest in the world. State governments now barely spend 0.5 percent of their GDP on healthcare and hygiene as compared to one percent in the 1970s. Only 34 percent of India's population has access to government hospitals.

If one looks at the issue of food, the situation appears equally grim. Per capita food grain consumption has fallen from 177 kilos per year in 1991 to 151 kilos in 1998 (it has dropped even further now). Compare this to 182 kilos recorded by the LDCs (Least Developed Countries) and 196 kilos in Africa.

Such then is the horrific condition of the people of our country—that too after six decades of independence. This surely is a matter of grave concern. And, add to this the massive destruction of our land, forest and water resources, together with the total degradation of the moral fabric (corruption, greed, nepotism), is it not time to discuss various alternate models to better the policies of governance?

For those serious about our country and its future, there is an urgent need for discussion of various models and policies being put forward—like those of the National Advisory Council (NAC), various commission reports, Maoist views and from civil society. As far as the Maoist viewpoint goes, this book offers excellent information. Besides general reading, this book could be useful for any future dialogue between the government and the Maoists which is an urgent necessity.

Overall, this book will be a very useful read for varied sections of people to understand the root causes of the four decade-old Maoist movement in India and their alternatives in the spheres of economy and social life. Rahul has put in enormous effort to produce a work based on an important phenomena in today's India. This will only help any discourse to evolve a better future.

April 2011

KOBAD GHANDY
Tihar Jail, New Delhi
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