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Topic:Graveclothes

BibleText:John11:44

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

DearFather,thecreatoroftheuniverse,youaregraciousandhonored,Lordwebless
yournametonightandhopethatyou'dgiveusclearunderstandingofyourwordtonight
inJesusname.

Itisnolongeranewthingtoseepeopleandevenanimalsdyingaroundusasadults.l,
butthewaywehavephysicaldeathisthesamewaywehave spiritualdeath.Butone
thinghasneverhappenedorheardof,weorganisephysicalfuneralsforthedead,butno
oneisabletoarrangeaspiritualfuneralforaspiritualdead.

Manypeoplearedeadspiritually,anditalwayspainsGodforsomeonetodiespiritually
thanphysically.Thatiswhyhelookedforaremedytobringourspiritbacktolife-and
theremedyisfoundintheLordJesusChrist.Thatiswhyweknowthatevenifwehave
beendead,Christhasbroughtusbacktolife.whyisitthatmanypeoplewhohavebeen
dyingintheirsinsarebeingbroughtbacktolife,yetitfeelsasifthingsarenotstill
workingwellforthem,Why?

WhyshouldyoubeachildofGodandyoustillexperiencebackwardness,isChristour
Godbackwardinanyway?,whyshouldyoustillbeexperiencingbarrenness?,why
shouldyoustillbefailingyourexams?Butyouhavebeensavedraisedfrom thedeath
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ofsintolifeinChristJesus.Thatiswhathasledustotonightstopic;Graveclothes

John11:44KJV

Andhethatwasdeadcameforth,boundhandandfootwithgraveclothes:andhisface
wasboundaboutwithanapkin.Jesussaithuntothem,Loosehim,andlethim go.

IbelievethatweareallfamiliarwiththestoryofLazarusJesus'friend,howhediedand
wasburiedforfourdaysinatomb.ButhereisLazarus,beingcalledoutfrom thegrave,
boundhandandfootwithgravelothesatthatpoint,Lazarustrulyresurrected,hisspirit
obeyedtheresurrectionvoiceofGod,buthereheis,stillhelpless.Hecouldnoteven
freelydothingslikeothersjustbecausehehasbeenboundhandandfootwithgrave
clothes.

Weallknowwhatagraveclotheis,itisaclothethatisbeingusedtowrapadeadman,
itwouldthereforelookinsanetoseeamanhavingagraveclothesonwalkingfreelyin
ourstreets.Questionswouldbeaskedifsuchisfound.

DoyouknowthatjustasLazaruscameforthwiththegraveclothesstillonhim,thatis
howitisnow,trulymanypeoplehavebeensaved,Christhasraisedthem from thedead
spirituallyyettheystillhavegraveclotheson.Theykeeponholdingontothesegrave
clothesthatkeepsongivingthem anidentityamongthedead.Ifyoureadfurtherinthat
sameverseJohn11:44b...Jesussaithuntothem,Loosehim,andlethim go.

Jesussaid,loosehim Jesushasraisedhim,don'tyouimaginethatwhydidn'tJesus
Christloose,whydidHegivethecommandofloosinghim tothepeoplethere?

ItisbecausewheneverapersongetsbornagainorrededicateshislifebacktoChrist.
Thosewhoarealive(Christians)aroundthatpersonhasalottodoinothertoseethat
thatpersongethisfullfreedom inChristandnotjustremainorcontinueinhisgrave
clothes.Graveclothescauseslimitations,itcausesstagnancy,itmakesonehelplessin
thespiritualrealm.Doyouknowthatmanypeopleeveninthechurcharestillputtingon
graveclothesevenafterbeingsaved,butitisapitythatthosewhoaresupposetoloose
them(helpthem)aretheonesmockingthem.

ThereispowerinthebloodofJesusChristtosavetotheuttermost,whenyougotborn
again,theLordhaspurchasedyouandpaiditallonyourbehalf,youarenolongerguilty
ofyourpastways(allpastmistakes)butatthesametimetherearesomethingsthat
wouldnotchangeinyourlifeatoncebutgradually,asyoukeeponyieldingyourselfto
biblemeditation,fastingandprayerstheywouldbesurfacingforyoutodealwith.Butif
thesethingsarebeenleftunattendedtobyyounorcheckedforquickcorrections,they
bindyouandkeepyouunderbondagethesearewhatisreferredtoasgraveclothes
whichmakesonetostinkbeforeGodevenaftersalvation.

Becauseasistercommittedthesinoffornicationwhichisherowngraveclothes,in
steadofyoutolooseherevenaftershehasbeendisciplinedbythechurchforher
mistake,youstarted avoiding herlikeplague,wait!isthathow thingsshould be,
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rememberthatitwasbygracethatyouweresavedtoo.

Aftersalvation,itisimportantthatyou begin to checkyourlifeifyou stillhave
unrepentedsinswhichareyourgraveclothes.Soastoremovethem.Becausegrave
clothescanbestinkingmosttimes,especiallywhenwehavebeeninitforalongtime,
thesecomeinform ofbesettingsins,thesinsyouhavefoundsohardtostop,theyhave
now startedmakingyoustinkbadlybeforeyourmaker.Takethatgraveclothesfrom
yourbodynow,stopsmellingtoGod.

IfGodshouldopenoureyestoseepeoplewhostillhavegraveclothesoneveninside
thechurchthesedays,youwoulddiscoverthatinsomechurches,everyonethereistill
spirituallyhelplessevenrightfrom thepastors,thepastorswhodonotpreachthetrue
gospelareexamples.Manyofthesepastorsareputtingonthegraveclothesofthelove
ofmoney,lust,manyofthem areliarsanddeceivers.Thechurchmemberswhoare
fortunatetohearthegospeltruthfrom somewhereelseorfrom aninvitedministeris
beingbroughtbacktolife,andChristisnowsayingloosehim andlethim gopleasewho
wouldloosehim?,isitthosewhoarestillevendeadandhavenotresurrectedyetthat
wouldloosehim?

ThatiswhywemustlocatealivingchurchtoworshipGod,sothatotherscanassistus
toremovethegraveclothesthatwemightfindhardtoremove.Itcanbethrough
constantcorrectioninlove,throughprayers,throughgodlyadviceandothers.Butwhen
achurchisdeadandallthoseintheplacehavegraveclotheson,youknow that
everyonewhojoinsthem wouldsuregettobelikethem.WhoistheLordtellingtonight
toremovethatgraveclotheofanger?Youhavebeenraisedfrom thedead(youroldlife)
itistimetoclearyourconscienceofeveryknownsins.Dealwithanger,don'tletitdeal
withyou.

Manystillgoaboutwiththegraveclothesofbitterness,hatred,malice,disobedience,
andthelikes,andChristiansaroundthem havebeentryingtohelpthem butthey
themselvesarenotreadytopulltheclothesoff.Brother/sisterdoyouknow thatthat
graveclothesassociateyouwiththedead(unbelievers)andisthereanyrelationship
betweentheliving and thedead?Ofcoursenone!,butwhydo youstillkeep on
identifyingyourselfwiththem withthegraveclothesyouhaveonyou?

Yourpastorhavebeenwarningyouforlongagainstthisactofbackbitingbutyoukeep
onturningdeafears,whydolovetobeassociatedwiththedead?Manykeeponhaving
thingsincommonwithunbelieversaroundthem,itisthestyleofindecentclotheputon
byaspirituallydeadfellowthattheywouldalsogoandsew,whatapity.-graveclothes
ofindecentdressing.SomekeepdrinkingeverydaysayingJesusturnedwatertowine
thatthewinewasalcoholic,Iwonderifwheregivestrongdrinktohim whoisreadyto
perishisnotwrittenintheirownbible.

Manyareevengladinthatspiritualstateofthedead,theydonotmindspiritualthings
anylonger,theydonotevencaretomakecorrectionsremovingthegraveclothesof
seriousdisobediencetoGodwordsfrom theirlives.Theyhaveforgottenthatthattheir
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spiritualstatecanonlyleadtoeternaldamnation.Nomatterhow agraveclothe(sin)
canlookgoodonyou,itdoesnotchangethefactthatitisstillagraveclothe.Ifyoulike
useagraveclothetosew suitorAgbadajustasmanyarealreadydoinginthis
generation.Bycallingstealing"took".Saying"youaremado"ascompliments,itisstill
graveclothe.

Theydonotknowthatallthesemakethem stinkbeforeGod.Theykeeponlookingat
thebeautytheyhavederivedintheirstinkinggraveclothes.itistimetotakeoffevery
graveclothesthatyouhavebeenputtingon.Youhaveallowedlustinyourheartso
muchthatithascausedyoutostartmasturbatinginyourcloset.ItisapitythattheLord
istellingyoutonighttolooseit,andifyoucannot,seekhelpfrom thosewhoarestill
verymuchaliveandstrongamongthebrethren,youarefeelingshy.Youdonotwant
them tostartlookingatyouasasinner.SoisituntilwhenChristcomesandyouarenot
rapturedthenyou'dthrowyourshynessawaywhenitistoolate?

BythenItellyou,evenallthosethingsyouaredoinginthesecretandhidingnowwill
laterberevealedforthewholeworldtosee.Worldlymusicandmovieshavesewnskirt
andblousewithagraveclothematerialforyou,yetyoukeepondancinginit.Kai,who
didthistoyou?Younolongerlookdifferentfrom thedead(unbelievers)allaroundyou
becauseofthesegraveclothesthatareonyou.Allyourfriendsareunbelievers,andyou
expectnotto dieand belikethem spiritually.Evilcommunication corruptsgood
mannersiswhatthebiblesays.

Pleaseitistimetostartremovingthosestinkingpropertiesofthedevilfrom yourlife,if
youwishtobefree.Anyoneyoufindhardtodropseekforhelpnowbeforeitistoolate,
andtheonesyoucanavoid,avoidthem,Ifyoukeeponfornicating,breaktheungodly
friendship/relationshipnow beforeitbreaksyou.Christissurelycomingback,andno
onewhohasanythingassociatedwithsinandthedevilwouldreignwithHim

AsIroundupfortonight

Ifyouarecurrentlydeadspiritually,Iencourageyoutoquicklylocatetheplaceofthe
crossasthereisstillsufficientgracenow,youcanmakethingsright,thosesinsinyour
lifethathasseparated you from yourGod would onlycauseseriousrestrictions,
helplessness,bondageforyou.Christgivesfreedom.Resolutetonighttochangeyour
waysandmakethingsrightwithGod.

Godblessyouasyoudoso.
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Note

ThemessagewasdeliveredatEternityMandateNetwork.Itwouldbeaddedtothe
archivesofBibleStudyMinistry.
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