(' ,' e visionias.in

3. BORDER SECURITY AND MANAGEMENT

Introduction

Indla has a land border of over 15,000 kms, which it shares vith seven countries (Pakistan, China,
Bangladedh, Nepal, Myanmar, Bhutan, and pghanistan). Further, it has a coastline of over 7,500 kms. Thus, it~
becomes iImportant that we develop capabilities to protect our border areas In varied terrzins, with multiple
countries with whom we have very different security relationships.

ltsues related to Border management In India

e  Porosity of borders: International borders with Pakistan and Bangladesh run through diverse terrain
incuding deserts, marshes, plains and mourntains.

o This porosity of borders facilitates various llegal activities such as smuggling, trafficking of humans,
drugs and arms and infiltration.

« Contested International borders: History of mistrust and constant border skirmishes with Pakistan along
line of control (LOC) makes India highly susceptible to cross-border terrorism.

o Similarly, India’s border with Myanmar Is threatened by several insurgent groups that have found
sanctuaries in jungles along the border.

o Political boundary issues of “enclaves and adverse possessions” In Bangladesh have resulted in
political sensitivity along the entire eastern border.

o Inefficlency In Border management: Indian borders continue to be guarded by military and police forces
that report to different ministries in the Centre and states, making the border management task zrduous
and leading to duplication of efforts by the security forces.

e Lack of critical infrastructure: Critical infrastructure such as observation towers, bunkers, Border Flood
Lights etc. are lacking in many border areas which also prevent deployment of hi-tech equipment.

e Poor Intelligence and resource efficiency: Security forces are ill-equipped to handle border management
given poor intelligence capabilities and severe resource deficiency.

e Ethnlc conflicts and separatist movements: The situation has worsened due to the changed
demographic profile of many Border States and shift in ethnic balance of communities as 3 resuit of
ilegal migration.

s Over-population in the border areas: Density of population in the border areas at some places is
approximately 700-800 persons per square ¥ on the Indian side and about 1,000 persons on the
Bangladesh side.

« Political instability and disorder in its periphery impacts India’s security directly or indirectly. Proxy war -
between India and Pakistan adds to this security risk.

Technology can play an Integral role In addressing Border Management Issues

¢ Upgrading existing system: Technology can be integrated with the existing systems to facilitate better

detection and interception by the man behind the machine.

& At present, border guarding is almost fully dependent on human surveillance. This makes border
management a time-consuming and complex task.

Checking Infiltration: It can be help to detect infiltration via_ Iand,. undewater, air and tunnels by

deploying close circuit television cameras, thermal imagers and night vision devices etc.

e Facllitate Cross Border Trade: For example: Blockchain technology can help quickly and securely process
transactions, it also makes much easier to identify and trace illegitimate trade.

« Improved Intelligence Inputs and Survelllance: through Remote sensing satellites, radar satellites -and
satellites with synthetic aperture radar (SAR) sensors which are capable of providing day and night
allterrain and all-weather Inputs.

e Madhukar Gupta Committee on border protection had recommended the Union Government to

X‘—x strengthen border protection and address vulnerabllities in fa-!c.l!ng along the Indo-Pakistan border.
This led to implementation of CIBMS In 2015. o (__q;z,zf A .

Comprehensive Integrated Border Management System (ciBms)" Zm MR }.Lé‘ A AU -

. ltlsarobustandlntegnudsyxumm:tlsapabholaddrushgt}wgapshuaepruentsys(emofbofdﬂ
security by seamlessly integrating human resources, weapons, and high-tech surveillance equipment.

o It improves the capabllity of Border Securlty Force (BSF) In detecting and controlling the cross border crimes

like illegal infiltration ng of contraband goods, human tratficking and cross border terrorism etc.
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F It also Improves situational awareness to facilitate prompt decision making and quick reaction to emerging
sltuations,
Itinvolves deployment of a range of state-of-the-art surveillance technologies.
2 pllot projects covering about 71 Kms on Indo-Pakistan Border (10 Kms) and Indo-Bangladesh Border (61 Kms) of
CIBMS have been completed,

*  In 2018, BSF undertook the project BOLD-QIT (Border Electronically Dominated QRT Interception Technique) to

equip Indo-Bangladesh borders with different kind of sensors in unfenced riverine area of Brahmaputra and its
tributaries,

Steps that can be taken further

* Dispute resolution- Government should resolve pending border disputes with the neighbouring

countries, as they later become matters of national-security threat.

* No diversion of securlty forces- The border-guarding force should not be distracted from its principal
task and deployed for other internal security duties. For eg-ITBP, a force specifically trained for Indla-
China border should not be used in the naxalite-infested areas.

®* Involvement of army - It is felt that the responsibility for unsettled and disputed borders, such as the

LoC in J&K and the LAC on the Indo-Tibetan border, should be that of the Indian Army while the BSF
should be responsible for all settled borders.

* Follow one-force-one-border
result in effective control.

* Developing Infrastructure-accelerated development of infrastructure along the border, especially to
wean the border population from illegal activities.

principle to effectively manage borders as divided responsibilities never

~ www.visicnias.in

3.1. BORDER INFRASTRUCTURE

Why in news?

Recently, Government accepted and implemented three important recommendations of Shekatkar
Committee relating to border Infrastructure.

Three recommendations were related to speeding up road construction, leading to socio economic
development in border areas. They were:

* Outsourcing road construction work beyond optimal capacity of Border Roads Organisation (BRO).
Engineering Procurement Contract (EPC) mode Is made mandatory for execution of all works costing
more than Rs 100 crore.

* Introduction of modern construction plants, equipment and machinery by delegating enhanced
procurement powers from Rs 7.5 crore to Rs 100 crore to BRO, for domestic and forelgn procurements.

* Land acquisition and all statutory clearances like forest and environmental clearance are made part of
approval of Detalled Project Report. Work can be awarded only after at least 90% of statutory clearances
have been obtained.

Need for Border infrastructure

* Imperative to National security: India’s border is vulnerable ta political instability, cultural radicalism and
patronage of terrorism arising from the neighbouring countries.

* Matching Neighbouring countries’ Infrastructure along the border like that of China’s. It laid roads,
railway line, and communication network, including fibre optics along the border.

* For developmental needs and well-being of people living in border areas.

* Tactlcal and strategic mobility is impeded by lack of Infrastructure resulting in predictability of
operations.

* For facilitation of legitimate trade and travel along with supervision to control smuggling, trafficking,
crime, terrorism and illegal migration can increase.

Limitation in developing border infrastructure

e Poor Implementation: In 2017, CAG pointed out that of the 73 roads allotted in border areas, only 22
roads were completed by March 2016. Similar was the case with 14 strategic railway lines. ‘

e Lack of monitoring resulting in defective construction of roads including faulty design, poor riding
conditions, Inadequate drainage facilities etc.

LY
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:tul‘tiple authomies managing the border: India has Army, Indo-Tibetan Border Police, Border Security
orce and As?am Rifles for border management, unlike China which has one command for its security

forces managing border, indicating cohesiveness.

Lz.df of unity of command: Management becomes slightly inefficient because in some places the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is responsible and in other places the Ministry of Defence (MoD) is
responsible.

Statf deficiency and lack of modern equipments: BRO is battling staff deficiency, lacks skilled workforce,
too much dependence on local contractors.

Lack of adequate allocation of funds for infrastructure, even pointed out by ammy.

Steps taken

Border Area Development Programme (BADP): Main objective of the BADP is to meet the special

developmental needs and well-being of the people living in areas situated near the Intemational
Boundary (IB).

Border Infrastructure and Management (BIM) which includes 60 projects like construction of roads,

schools, primary health centers, helipads, promotion of border tourism etc.
¢ Completion of Indo-China Border roads: Of 61 roads planned in 1** phase, 36 have been constructed.
* Expediting forest clearances: For taking up border infrastructure works, Government accorded General

approval under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

* Creation of National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited (NHIDCL): NHIDCL
took over several projects from BRO to address delay in execution.

3.2. CHALLENGES IN BORDER AREAS AND RECENT INITIATIVES TO
TACKLE THEM
Sino-india e  Border dispute at Aksai Chin, Arunachal Pradesh, ¢ Creating infrastructure: India is also

Doklam etc. with sporadic aggression.

Large scale smuggling of Chinese electronic and
other consumer goods take place through these
border points even after designated areas for
border trade.

tnadequate Infrastructure due to difficult terrain.
However, China has undertaken a large-scale
effort to upgrade air, roads and reil
infrastructure, as well as surveillance capabilities
near to the border.

Multiple forces along Indian border (for e.g.-
ITBP, Assam rifles, Special frontier force) as
opposed to single PLA commander on Chinese
side.

Watersharing issue as China is building dams on
its side reducing water flows on our side.

Border dispute at Sir Creek and Kashmir.

River water sharing issue at Indus river.
Infiltration and Cross-border terrorism. targeted
to destabilize India. Recently BSF detected a fifth
(since 2012) cross- border tunnel in the forest
area of Jammu.

Diverse terrain including desert, marshes,
snowcapped mountain and plains makes border
guarding difficult.

Time & cost overruns in Infrastructure projects
due to unforeseen. circumstances& natural
calamities.

Other issues include drug smuggling, fake
currency, arms trafficking.

constructing some critical bridges to cut
down time for troop movement such as
Dhola- Sadiya bridge.

India has joined hands with Japan to
aggressively develop infrastructure
projects in North east to contain China.
Army infrastructure projects within 100
Km of LAC have been exempted from
forest clearance.

To expedite border road construction,
Ministry of Defence has decided to
delegate administrative and financial
powers to the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO).

Aunoag - go¢ suipyy

Following Pathankot terrorist attack,
MHA  sanctioned  implementation
Comprehensive Management System
(CIBMS) to establish an integrated
security system at borders providing all-
round security even in adverse climatic
conditions.

The Centre has decided to deploy Indlan
special forces unit National Security
Guard (NSG) commandos in J&K to
fortify counter terror operations by
training J&K police and other
paramilitary forces in room intervention,
anti-terror skills, overseeing anti-hijack
operations etc.
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Increasing Extremism and anti-India activities due
to Increasing activities of ISI such as pushing in
men and explosives through the border.

Fear of spread of Maolst Insurgency due to links

of Nepal’s Maoists in India.

Easy escape & illegal activitles - Insurgents,

terrorists, many hard-core criminals pursued by

Indian and Nepalese security forces escape

across the open border.

o These anti-national elements indulge In
illegal activities, such as smuggling of
essential items and fake Indian currency,
gun-running, and drugs and human
trafficking.

Other issues: Disputed border at times lead to

land grabbing on each side.

Insurgency- Many groups such as Bodo, ULFA

etc. sneak into Bhutan for sanctuary despite their

army driving them out.

Smuggling of goods such as Bhutanese cannabls,

liquor and forest products.

Free movement of people and vehicle leading to

issues such as during the Gorkhaland movement

in West Bengal.

Free movement Regime: Insurgents are misusing
FMR to cross-over to Myanmar and receive
training and acquire arms.

Drug trafficking due to proximity to golden

triangle.

Weak borders as there Is practically no physical
barrier along the border either in the form of
fences or border outposts and roads to ensure
strict vigil.

Poor Infrastructural facllities at Moreh and

Zokhawatar - the two designated points for

normal trade and border trade.

Water disputes such as sharing of Teesta river,

construction of Dam by India on Barak river.

lllegal migration: Since the 1971 war of
independence that created the state of

Bangladesh, millions of Bangladeshi immigrants

(the vast majority of them illegal) have poured

into India.

o Rohingya crisis (religious persecution) has
also added to it as 40,000 rohingya refugees
were estimated In India In 2017.

inadequate border fencing due to issues such as

riverine areas, protests by residing population,

pending land acquisition etc.

Trafficking of goods like jamdanl sarees, rice salt

etc. as well as cattle smuggling.

—

Establishment of a new intelligence
section in SSB at Indo-Nepal and Indo-
Bhutan border to ensure better
operational efficiency.

Establishment  of Border District
Coordination Committee at the level of
district officials of the two countries to
discuss issues of mutual concern.

The Government of India has approved
construction of 1377 km of roads along
Nepal border.

Development aid to Nepal to prevent
human trafficking owing to lack of
employment opportunities there.

Bllateral cooperation - A Secretary level
bilateral mechanism in the shape of an
India- Bhutan Group on Border
Management and Security.

Cooperation with their army to prevent
sanctuary to insurgents in their soil.
Establishing new border posts in Sikkim
along the Bhutan frontier near Doklam.
The Union environment ministry has
given a ‘“‘general approval” for the
diversion of forest land for major
border infrastructure projects along the
eastern border with Bhutan, Myanmar
and Nepal.

Cabinet recently proposed to set up 13
new Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) to
encourage India’s engagement with
SAARC countries along with Thailand
and Myanmar. ICP is able to interdict
such elements while facilitating
legitimate trade and commerce.

India Bangladesh Land Boundary
Agreement, 2015.

Government has announced the
establishment of Border Protection Grid
(BPG) with Indo- Bangladesh Border
States.

A crimefree stretch has been
established between the BSF border
posts at Gunarmath and Kalyani and the
BGB (Border Guards Bangladesh) border
posts at Putkhali and Daulatpur.
Installation of Border surveillance
devices such as closed-circuit cameras,
search- lights, thermal imaging devices
and drones to keep a tight vigil.

The BSF and BGB have also been ralsing
awareness among the locals regarding
crime prevention in the border area.
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