
Forgiveness-BSM

1

Topic:

FORGIVENESS

BibleText:Matthew6:15

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

The word forgiveness has differentmeanings to differentindividuals atdifferent
circumstances.Some believe thatthere are circumstances thatdo notwarrant
forgiveness,whilesomewouldtellotherstoforgivebuttheydonothavethespirittodo
sothemselves.

Let'sknow themeaningofforgivenessaswecontinue.Thewordforgivenesswas
derived from themotherword forgive,and forgiveaccording to Merriam Webster
dictionarymeans:tostopfeelingangrytowardssomeonewhohasdonesomething
wrong:tostopblaming(someone):tostopfeelingangryabout(something):toforgive
someonefor(somethingwrong):tostoprequiringpaymentof(moneythatisowed)
Lookingintothesedefinitions,onecouldseethataparticularwordkeepsonshowing
up.

WhichisTOSTOP

-Feelinghatredtowardssomeoneforwhatthepersondid.

-Keepingmalicewiththatpersonwhooffendedyou.

-Revengingontheevilthatpersondidtoyou

-Insultinghim/herforlyingagainstyou.
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-Punishinghim/heremotionallybecausehe/shedefiledyourmatrimonialbed.

Iknow he/shewasthereasonwhyyouwereexpelled,TO STOP feelingbitterness
towardshim/herisforgivenessBibletext:Matt.6.14-Forifyouforgivepeopletheir
trespasses[theirrecklessandwillfulsins,leavingthem,lettingthem go,andgivingup
resentment],yourheavenlyFatherwillalsoforgiveyou.15-Butifyoudonotforgive
otherstheirtrespasses[theirrecklessandwillfulsins,leavingthem,lettingthem go,and
givingupresentment],neitherwillyourFatherforgiveyouyourtrespasses.

ThebibletellsusthatifweforgiveothersGodwillforgiveus.Verse15nowsaysthat
BUTifyoudonotforgiveotherstheirtrespasses.PleaselookintothatwordBUT,it
simplymeansthatGodisreadytoforgiveyouONLYIF,youforgiveothers.

Hmmm,nowonderyouhavebeencryingforforgivenessfrom Godconcerningthat
matter,butitisasifhehasturneddeafearstoyou.Heisnotdeaf.Heheardyou,but
refusedtoforgiveyou,becauseyouarestillholdingsomeonecaptiveintheprisonof
yourheart.Thistellsusthat,wecanonlybeforgivenbyGodonlyontheconditionof
forgivingothers.

Iwouldliketocallyourattentiontothisfact,weareallborninsinsandwedofallinto
sinsattimes(notwillfulsins)whichmeanswewouldalwaysrequireGod'sforgiveness,
justbecausewearestillhumansandnotAngels,westillerr.Ifyounowmistakenlysin
doyouexpectGodtoforgiveyou,whileyouhavenotforgivenanotherperson?

Never!Goddoesnotworkthatway,itisamatterofreapingwhatyousow.Youcannot
sowunforgivenessandreapforgiveness.AsChristians,wearetoresembleourFather
theLordJesusChrist.Heforgiveswillinglyandlovesus,eveninpainshestillforgave,
thatwaswhenhewasonthecross,hewasmercilesslybeatenforwhathedidnotdo,
spatupon,stabbed,nailedandyethesaidFatherFORGIVEthem.

Kai!,eveninthemidstofpains.Ahh,LordJesusIneedthatSpirittonight,makemeyour
prototype.Whatdidthatpersondotoyouthatcanbemorethanwhattheydidtoour
LordJesusthathasmadeyouvow thatyou'dnotforgivehim orher.Hmmm,yeshe
rapedyou!Itpainedyou,youwept,andGodhashelpedyouthroughthepainsbutyou
saythatyoucanneverforgivehim.Ahhhh,isthatmorethanwhattheydidtotheLord
JesusChrist??OurLordwasKILLED,butyouweren't.

TheBiblerecordsinPs.86.5-Forthou,Lord,artgood,ANDREADYTOFORGIVE;and
plenteousinmercyuntoallthem thatcalluponthee.

TheLordisREADYTOFORGIVEbutyouareneverreadytoforgive,whyna?

InsteadofyoutoforgiveyoukeeponsayingtoERRISHUMANTOFORGIVEISDIVINE
thatitwillonlytakedivineinterventionbeforeyoucanforgivethatperson.Haba!!!!Do
youlooklikeyourfather'JesusChrist'Youhavevouchnottoforgivethatpersonon
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earththatitisuntilwhenyougettoheavenbeforeyoudoso.Whotoldyouthatthere
willbeanopportunitytoforgiveinheaven.Youmakemelaugh.Afterdeathisjudgment,
andifunforgivingspiritisfoundinyouthereisnosecondchanceforyoursoul.

LetusquicklylookintothestoryofJoseph

Am surethatweareveryfamiliarwithit.How hewassoldintoslaverybyhisblood
brothers.AndhowhesufferedinEgyptandhowGodupliftedhim attheendoftheday,
ashisbrotherswerenow athismercy.SoaftertheirFatherJacobdied,Hisbrothers
becameafraidthatJosephwouldretaliateandpaythem backintheirowncoin.Let's
seewhathappened.Gen.50.15-AndwhenJoseph'sbrethrensawthattheirfatherwas
dead,theysaid,Josephwillperadventurehateus,andwillcertainlyrequiteusalltheevil
whichwediduntohim.

Becausetheythoughthedidnotrevengebecausetheirfatherwastherewiththem

Gen.50.16-AndtheysentamessengeruntoJoseph,saying,Thyfatherdidcommand
beforehedied,saying,

Theyhadtosendamessengerforthefearofhim,justbecauseofthepowerheheldat
thatmoment,hehadthepowertoslewthem all,withoutanybodyquestioninghim

Gen.50.17-SoshallyesayuntoJoseph,FORGIVE,Ipraytheenow,thetrespassofthy
brethren,andtheirsin;fortheydiduntotheeevil:andnow,wepraythee,FORGIVEthe
trespassoftheservantsoftheGodofthyfather.

Kai!!!,theybeggedJosephtoforgivethem,theycamebacktotheirsensesonlywhen
theythoughtthereisnomoredefense(theFatherJacob),havetheynotbeenwithhim
since,whydidn'ttheycometotheirsenses??Becausetheythoughthecoulddonothing
sinceJacobwasthere.NowwhenJacobdied,theyknewthattheywerenowinhotsoup.
WhatdidJosephdo?

AndJosephweptwhentheyspakeuntohim.

Josephwept-ahhhh,thatwashowyoucriedwhenthatpersondespisedyou,thatwas
howyoucriedwhenyouwerejiltedbythatyourfiance(e)fewdaystoyourwedding.You
rememberedallwhatyouhavebeenthrough.Eventillnow,youstillfeelthepains,
Josephcriedtoo.Hewasahumanlikeyou,hefeltpained.

WhatwasJoseph'sreaction??

Gen.50.19-AndJosephsaiduntothem,FEARNOT:FORAM IINTHEPLACEOFGOD?

Ahhh...Am IintheplaceofGod?Hetoldthem hewasnotGodthattheyshouldbe
afraid,hesaidthathewasnottheonetotakerevenge.Butyouhavedecidedtotake
revengeonthatpersonthroughunforgiveness,insteadofyoutohaveaskedyourselfif
youcantaketheplaceofGodinthematter,insteadyounowstandasGodandrefuseto
takepleadings,haba.
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RememberthatGodwillnotforgiveyouifyoudonotfreethatperson.

Asyouarereadingthis,thereissomebodythatiscomingtoyourmindthatyouhave
notforgiven,quicklyFORGIVEhim/herorthem iftheyaremanylikeJoseph'sbrothers
now.

WhatdidJosephdotohisbrothersinstead.

Gen.50.21-Now thereforefearyenot:Iwillnourishyou,andyourlittleones.Andhe
comfortedthem,andspakekindlyuntothem.

Imaginewhathedid,eveninpains.Releasethoseyouhaveheldincaptive,intheprison
ofyourhearttonight.TheLordwillcomfortyouandstandbyyou.Heshallfightforyou
andyoushallholdyourpeace

Mark.11.25 saysAndwheneveryoustandpraying,ifyouhaveanythingagainstanyone,
FORGIVEhim andletitdrop(leaveit,letitgo),inorderthatyourFatherWhoisinheaven
mayalsoforgiveyouyour[own]failingsandshortcomingsandletthem drop.

Thistellsusthatunforgivenesscanhinderone'sprayerstoGodtoo.Thatiswhyyou
havebeenpursuingthatpromotionforyearsandyouarenotgettingit.Youremain
childlessbecauseyoudidnotforgivethatperson.Yourefusetomoveforwardinlife
becauseyouowesomeoneforgiveness.Someonesaidforgivenessisnotforthegood
ofothersbutitisforyourowngood.

AsIrounduptonight,

Iwouldliketotellusthestoryofaparticularbrother.Thebrotherwasarobberbefore
givinghislifetoChrist,hehadrobbedandkilledmanypeople.Soitwastimeforhim to
doHisrestitution(weknowaboutrestitutionalready)sinceheknewtheparentsofone
ofthosechildrenhekilled.Hedecidedtogototheman.Thismanandhiswifeare
ChristiansandtheyhadonlyoneChildwhom theyhavealwayshopedwouldtakecare
ofthem atoldage.

Butitwasthischildthatthisnowconvertedrobberkilledwhentheycametohishouse.
Tocutthelongstoryshort.Thebeforerobberlocatedtheman,andconfessedtohim
thathe wasthe one who killed theirONLY child.Thathe had come to askfor
forgiveness.TheManstayedsilentforsometime(am surehewouldhavethoughtabout
thepainsheandhiswifewentthroughduetothemurderoftheironlychild)Theman
lookedattheconvertedrobberandsaidIwillforgiveyouonlyononecondition.

Andtheconditionisthatyoumustnotdepartfrom thefaith.Hmmm.Thismanfeltthe
hurtinhisheartyet,heforgave.

Tonight,IwouldwantyoutoknowthatitisonlywhenyouforgivethatGodwouldmend
thebrokenpiecesofyourlife,thatisonlywhenyoucanevenmakeheavenasthereis
nobodywhodonotforgivethatwillmakeheaven.Makeadecisionnowtoforgiveand
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Godwillhealyourbrokenheart.Amen.

Truly,itisnoteasy.Butjustletgo,itisamatterofyourheart,youractionswould
changetowardsthepersononceyourheartgetspure.Taketheburdenoutofyourheart
now.AndsurrendereverythingtoChrist.Anditwillsurelybewellwithyou.

QUESTION

Myquestionisthatforsomeonetoforgive,doesn'tthatmeantheoffenderwillaskfor
forgivenessfirst?

Answer

Forgivenessisachievedaccordingtosituationsthatsurroundthoseinvolvedbutthe
peakofitisthatforgivenessmustbeacquired/given,inthesensethat.

Ifapersonoffendedyouandthepersondidnotaskforforgiveness(itmightbethatthe
personisnotawareofit)theninsuchcasecalltheperson'sattentiontoit,butifthe
personinsistsonnotpleading.ThenyouasaChristiandowhatChristdidandtaught
Mark.11.25 saysAndwheneveryoustandpraying,ifyouhaveanythingagainstanyone,
FORGIVEhim andletitdrop(leaveit,letitgo),inorderthatyourFatherWhoisinheaven
mayalsoforgiveyouyour[own]failingsandshortcomingsandletthem drop.

Thisdidnotsaythatthepersonmustpleadfirstbeforeforgivinghim/her.Youhaveto
forgivethepersonsothatyourprayerswouldnotbehindered.Jesusalsoexhibitedthis
onthecross.Luke.23.34-AndJesusprayed,Father,FORGIVEthem,fortheyknownot
whattheydo.AndtheydividedHisgarmentsanddistributedthem bycastinglotsfor
them.HereisourLordstillprayingforthosewhocausedHim pains/hurt— forgiving
them,andeveninthemidstofthatprayertheydidnotbeghim orrepent,theystill
continuedtocausehim pains.AndtheydividedHisgarmentsanddistributedthem by
castinglotsforthem.Imagine!,sowecanalwaysprayforthegracetoforgivepeople
evenwhentheyrefusetoapologizefortheirwrongdoings.

Ihopethisanswerhelped.

Theend


