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CHAPTER1
CHRISTIANRELIGIOUSEDUCATION

FORM ONE
Introduction
MeaningofChristianReligiousEducation
 C.R.E.isthestudyoftheReligiousbeliefsandpractices,whicharebasedonthelife,

andteachingsofJesusChrist.



4

isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedCPA,ICT,KASNEB,HighSchool&PrimaryNotes 0714497530

 IttriestomakeusawareofGodandhowHerevealsHimselftous.

 SecondaryschoolsC.R.E.syllabusisdividedintothreemajorareasofstudy:

 TheBible(OldandNewTestaments).

 AfricanReligiousHeritage.

 ContemporaryormodernChristianliving

ReasonsforstudyingChristianReligiousEducation
1.IthelpstounitepeopleThuspromotingthespiritofNationalunityandinternational

consciousness.

2.Thesubjecthelpstobringoneupmorallyasitcontributestothepersonsgrowth

andmaturityinlife.

3.ItbuildsourfaithinGod. Itenablesustodevelopcertainprinciplesthatmakeus

standfirm intimesofproblems.

4.Thesubjecthelpsonetodevelopasenseofself-respectandrespectforothers.

Religiousvirtueswillhelponeinmakingtherightdecision.

5.ItenablesChristianstobepreparedtocopewithsocialchangesinmodernsociety

e.g.howtofacechallenges.

6.Itmakesonetobeagoodcitizenwhorespectsthelawsofthelandhavingknown

thatauthoritycomesfrom God.

7.IthelpstoappreciatetheenvironmentasGodscreationandthereforethereisneed

totakecareofit.

8.ReligiousEducationhelpsustolearnandappreciatesomepracticesinAfrican

culture.

9.Itpromotessocialequalityandjustice. Itmakespeopleawarethattheyareall

equalbeforeGod.

10.Ithelpstoexplaincertainaspectsoflifethatlookmysterious. Forexample,ithelps

ustoexplainthingssuchaswhypeopledieandwhathappensafterdeath.

11.Itisalsoacareersubjectitcanleadusintogoodprofessionssuchasteaching,law,

Pastoralwork,guidanceandcounsellingetc.

12.ThestudyofC.R.Eenhancestherealisationofnationalgoalssuchas;

 Nationalunity

 Nationalsocialandeconomicdevelopment,

 Individualdevelopmentandself-fulfilment

 Socialequality
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 Respectanddevelopmentofculturalheritage

 Internationalconsciousness

TheBible
ThewordBiblecomesfrom theGreekwordBibliathatmeansabook.
TheBibleasGodsword
 ChristiansbelievethattheBibleistheinspiredwordofGod.

 ByreferringtotheBibleasawordofGoditmeans:

1.ItcontainsthewordsofpeoplesuchastheprophetswhoweresentbyGod.
2.Itcontainspredictionsandprophecieswhicheventuallycametotrue.
3.GodHimselftookpartinthewriting:Godwrotethe10commandments.(Exd.34:1)
4.TheauthorsoftheBiblewroteundertheinfluenceoftheHolySpirit.
5.MuchoftheNewTestamentisconcernedwiththeGoodNewsofJesusChrist.
6.TheBiblecontainsthetruemessageofGodfordailyliving. Therefore,Christians

believethatGodcommunicatestousthroughtheBible.
7.ThosewhowroteweretoldonwhattowritebyGod.
Humanauthors
 ThehumanauthorswereinspiredbyGod. TheywrotewhatGodHimselfrevealed

tothem. Thisisbroughtoutin2Peter:1:20-21wherehesays,“Aboveall,youmust
understandthatnoprophecyofthescripturescameaboutbytheprophetsown
interpretation,becausenoprophecyevercamebythewillofhumanbeings,butit
was spokenfrom GodasitwereandcarriedoutbytheHolySpirit.“

 TheauthorswhocontributedtothewritingoftheBiblelivedoveralongtime. They

werefrom differentwalksoflife. Theyhaddifferentideas,talentsandpurposes.

 Somecompiledoraltraditionsthathadexistedformanygenerations.
 Otherscomposedsongsorrecordedthewisesayings,suchasSolomonandDavid.
 Somewroteasscribesfortheirownteachers. Forexample,Jeremiahdictatedto

Baruchwhattowrite.
 OtherssuchasJoshuaandEstherwrotetorecordtheHistoryoftheirpeopleand

theirdealingswithGod.
 WhileotherslikeMoseswereinterestedinthereligiouslawandregulations.
 Thedifferentauthorsuseddifferentstylesofwriting(literaryforms). Thiswas

because:

 Theywroteatdifferenttimesinhistory.



6

isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedCPA,ICT,KASNEB,HighSchool&PrimaryNotes 0714497530

 Theyalsowroteunderdifferentcircumstancese.g.inthewilderness,

dungeon,prison.

 Theywrotefordifferentreasons.

 Theaudiencewasalsodifferent.

LiteraryformsusedinwritingtheBible
 SomeofthestylesorliteracyformsusedintheBibleare:

1.Poetic(poems)— BooksofPsalms.

2.Wisesayings— TheBookofProverbs.

3.Prose,narrativesorstories-Genesis,Exodus,Numbers.

4.Prayers— TheBookofNehemiah.

5.Legalexpressions— thebookofLeviticus.

6.Prophecies— TheBooksofprophettheProphets.

7.Letters— Paulsletters.

8.Songs— SongsofSolomon.

TheBibleasalibrary
TheBibleisreferredasaLibrarybecause:

1.Itisacollectionofseveral,66booksunderonecover.
2.Thebooksarewrittenunderdifferentauthors.
3.Thebookswerealsowrittenatdifferenttimes.
4.Theywereaddressedtodifferentpeopleorindividuals.
5.TheBiblealsohaddifferentmessagesfordifferentpeople.
6.ThebooksintheBiblehavebeenwrittenindifferentstyles.
7.Thelanguageusedisalsodifferentfrom oneauthortoanother.
8.Ittookover10centuriestohavethewholeBiblewritten.

ThedivisionsoftheBible
 TheBiblehastwomainsectionsnamelyTheOldTestamentandTheNew

Testament.

 ThewordTestamentmeanscovenant.

 ThestandardBiblesthatarerecommendedforalltheChristianscontain39booksin

TheOldTestamentand27booksintheNewTestamentsection,makingatotalof

66books.

 ThemaindifferencebetweentheOldandtheNewTestamentsisthattheOld

TestamentwaswrittenbeforeChristwhiletheNewTestamentwaswrittenafter

Christ.
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 However,someBibles,suchastheJerusalem BibleandtheAfricanBiblemostly

usedbytheRomanCatholicChurchcontainadditionalbooksintheOldTestament.

 Thesebooksinclude:

JudithEcclesiasticusBaruchMaccabees1and2Wisdom andobit

 Theseextra-bookshavebeenreferredtoasDeutro-canonicalbooksbytheCatholics

orarereferredtoasapocryphalbooksbytheProtestants.

TheOldTestamentBooks
ThebooksoftheOldTestamentaregroupedinto:

1.Thelawbooks

2.Historicalbooks

3.Booksofpoetry

4.Theprophets—

 MajorProphets

 MinorProphets.

1. TheLawBooks

 SometimesreferredtoasthePentateuchortheTorah—thesebooksaresometimes

referredtoasthebooksofMoses.Theyarefiveinnumber;namely;

GenesisExodusLeviticusNumbersandDeuteronomy

2. BooksofHistory

 ThebooksofHistoryrecordtheHistoryoftheIsraelitesfrom thetimetheyentered

andsettledinthePromisedLanduntilthetimewhentheyweretakentoexilein

Babylon.

 Theyaretwelveinnumber,namely:-

Joshua,Judges,Ruth1and2,Samuel1and,2Kings1and2,Chronicles,Ezra,

NehemiahandEsther.

3. ThePropheticBooks

 ThesebookscontainthepropheciesofthepeopleofIsrael.Theycanbedivided

furtherintomajorandminorprophets.

TheMajorProphetsinclude

 TheyarecalledMajorProphetsbecausetheycoverlongerhistoricalperiods.They

include;
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Isaiah,Jeremiah,Lamentation,Ezekiel,andDaniel.

TheMinorProphets

 TheyarecalledMinorProphetsbecausemessagescovershorterhistoricalperiods.

Theyinclude;

Amos,Obadiah,Jonah,Micah,Nahum,Habakkuk,Zephaniah,Haggai,Zechariah

andMalachi.

4. BooksofPoetry

 Thesebooksarepoeticinnature.Theseinclude;

Job,Psalms,Proverbs,EcclesiastesandSongsofSongs.

TheNewTestamentBooks
1ThegospelsorBiographicalBooks.

 ThesearethefirstfourbooksoftheNewTestament.Namely;

Mathew,Mark,LukeandJohn.

 ThefirstthreebooksarecalledSynopticgospelsbecausetheyarealmostsimilarin

thearrangementofeventsandstyleofwriting.

 ThegospelstalkabouttheeventsinthelifeofJesus,from hisbirthtodeathandto

ascensiontoheaven.

 St.Markwasthefirsttobewrittenabout70A.D. Beforethat,theGoodNewswas

spreadbywordofmouth.ThisperiodisreferredtoastheOralTradition.

2.Historicalbook/ActsoftheApostles

 St.LukewhoisalsothewriterofthegospelofLukewrotethebookofActs.

 Thebooktriestobringouthowtheapostlesandotherdisciplesspreadthegospel

afterthedeathofJesusandthepersecutiontheymet.

3.TheEpistlesorLetters

 Theseare21intotal,mostofthem werewrittenbyPaul.

 ThesearecalledPaulineEpistles.TheyareRomans,1and2Corinthians,Galatians,

Ephesians,Philippians,andColossians,1and2Thessalonians,1and2Timothy,

Titus,Philemon.
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 Someletterswerewrittenbyauthorswhoarenotclearlyknown. Thesearecalled

GeneralEpistles.TheseareHebrews,James,1and2Peter,1and2and3Johnand

Jude.

4.BookofRevelation(propheticBook)

 ThisisthelastbookintheNewTestamentsectionoftheBible.

 Thebooktalksofthepropheciesthatwouldcomeattheendoftimes.Sometimes

referredtoastheapocalypse.

TheBibletranslation
 Theterm “translate”meanstochangesomethingfrom onelanguagetoanother

withoutchangingtheoriginalmeaning.

 TheOldTestamentsectionoftheBibleoriginallywaswritteninHebrew,whichwas

thelanguageoftheIsraelitesinPalestine(Jews). AndtheNewTestamentwas

writteninGreek.

 HoweverbeforelongtheOldTestamentalsohadtobetranslatedinGreek.Thiswas

because:

 GreekwasthemostcommonlyusedlanguageoutsidePalestine.

 TherewerealsoJewswhowerelivingoutsidePalestineandtheyknewGreek

LanguagebetterthanHebrew.

 Thenumberofpeoplewhowantedtoreadthescriptureswasalsogrowing.

 TheGreektranslationoftheOldTestamentwascalledtheSeptuagint.TheJews

whowerelivingoutsidePalestinewerecalledtheJewsintheDiasporaorin

dispersions.

 Duringthe4thCAD,aChristiancalledJerometranslatedtheBibleintoLatin.This

BibletranslatedintoLatinwascalledtheVulgate.

 WhenthemissionariescametoAfrica,theBiblewastranslatedintoseverallocal

languages.

 Thiswasbecause

 Tomakethemissionariesevangelizeeffectively.

 ThemissionarieswantedlocalpeopletounderstandtheBibleeasily.

 Toassistthemissionariestolearnlocallanguages.

 ToindigenizeChristianityi.e.toencourageitsadaptationtolocalsituations.
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 InEastAfricathefirstBibletranslationswasdonebyJohnLudwigKraft.Ittookhim

nineyearstohavetheNewTestamenttranslatedintoKiswahili.Healsotranslated

thegospelofMarkintoKikambaandthegospelofLukeintoKirabai.

 TheworkoftranslatingtheBibleisstillgoingon.InKenyathisisdonebytheBible

societyofKenya.

VersionsusedinKenya
 RevisedStandardVersion.

 KingJamesVersion.

 Newinternationalversion.

 Jerusalem Bible.

 ThelivingBible.

 JeromeBible.

 GideoninternationalBible.

 EnglishBible.

 NewAmericanBible.

 AuthorizedVersion.

 GoodNews.

 TheHolyBible.

 NewAfricanBible.

EffectsoftranslationoftheBibleintolocallanguages
1.promotededucationinKenya.TheBiblewasusedasthefirsttextbook.
2.MorepeoplebecameChristiansbecausetheyhadtheBibleintheirownlanguages.
3.Thetranslationhelpedthemissionariestolearnlocallanguages.
4.ThisincreasedAfricanfaithbecauseofabetterunderstandingoftheBible.
5.TheAfricansbrokeawaytoform independentchurches.
6.ThetranslationoftheBibleledtotheestablishmentofBibletranslationsocieties,
7.ThemissionariesbegantoappreciatetheAfricanculturethisreducedsuspicion
8.ThetranslationledtoGeographicalexpansionoftheChurchintonewareas.
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CHAPTER2
CREATIONANDFALLOFMAN

TheBiblicalaccountsofcreation
 Biblicalterm,creationreferstohowGodmadetheuniverseandeverythinginit.

 TheBiblecontainstwoaccountsofcreationatthebeginningofthebookofGenesis.

 ThefirstaccountinGenesis1:1-2,4(a)and

 thesecondaccountinGenesis2:4(b)-25.

Thefirstaccountofcreation
Gen.1-2:4(a)

 Chapter1verses1and2tellusthatGodwastherebeforecreation.

 OnthefirstdayGodcreatedlightandseparateditfrom darkness. Henameditday

anddarknessnight.

 Onthesecondday,GodcreatedtheFirmament:thefirmamentseparatedthewaters

thatwereabovetheskyandthewatersbelowthesky.

 OnthethirddayGoddividedthelandandtheseathenhecreatedalltheplantsand

treesfoundontheearth.

 Onthefourthday,Godcreatedthethreeheavenlylightsi.e.thesuntogivelightat

daytimewhilethemoonandthestartogivelightduringthenight.

 Onthefifthday,Godcreatedthesealivingcreaturessuchasfish. Healsomade

birdsofallkinds.

 Onthesixthday,Godcreatedalllivingcreaturesonearth. Itisalsothesixthday

thatGodcreatedmaninHisownimageandlikeness. Thecreationofmanisvery

significantforGodsays“Letusmakemaninourownimage”allworkofcreation

thereforewascompletedonthesixthday.

 OntheseventhdayGodrestedandblesseditasaspecialdayofworship.

Thesecondaccountofcreation
(Genesis2:4(b)— 25)
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 Thesecondaccountiscenteredonthecreationofmanandwoman.
 ItgivesadetailedaccountofhowGodcreatedAdam outofdustandbreathedinto

him thebreathoflife. Inthesameaccountthecreationofwomanisbroughtout
moreclearly: Thewomanismadefrom theribsoftheman.

 InthesecondaccountGodscreativeactivitiesisseenasworkandnotutterances.
 Forexample,manismadeoutofdustandwomanoutoftheribsofman.
 InthesecondstorythecreationoftheGardenofEdenismentioned. Inthecenter

ofthegarden. Godplacedthetreeoflifeandthetreeofgoodandevil.
 ManisputintheGardenofEdentotakecareofGodscreation.Maniscommanded

toeatfrom everytreeexceptone;thetreeoftheknowledgeofGoodandevilforin
sodoingtheywoulddie.

 ItexplainsthespecialpositionthathumankindoccupiesinGodscreation.
Similaritiesbetweenthetwoaccountsofcreation
1.Inbothcases,Godisacknowledgedastheonecreating.

2.Godscreationincludesboththelivingandthenon-living.

3.Inbothmanoccupiesaspecialposition.

4.InbothGodispowerful/omnipotent.

Differencesbetweenthetwoaccountsofcreation
1.Thereisadifferenceinorderinwhichthecreationisdone.Thefirstaccountstarts

withthecreationoflightwhilethesecondstartswiththecreationofman.

2.Inthefirstaccountthereisthementionofthedays,whichisomitted,inthesecond

account.

3.Thecreationofthefirmament— light,sun,stars,fishesandcreepingthingsare

includedinfirstaccountandareomittedinthesecondaccount.

4.Inthefirstaccount,creationisoutofnothing.Godsaid“lettherebe”butinthe

secondaccount,creationisoutofsubstance(dust)andplantsaremadetogrowout

ofgarden.

5.InthefirstaccounteverythingthatGodmadeisseenasgoodwhilethisisomittedin

thesecondaccount.

6.From thesecondaccountwomanismadefrom theribsofmanbutomittedinthe

firstaccount.

7.Inthefirstaccount,marriageisforprocreationwhileinthesecondaccountmarriage

isforcompanionship.

8.InthesecondaccountthereisthementionoftheGardenofEdenandtheforbidden

fruit,whichisomitted,inthefirstaccount.

9.InthefirstaccountGodrestedonthelastdaybutrestisomittedinthesecond

account.
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Thenature/attributesofGodfrom thecreationstories
1.Godisomnipresent(everlasting).

2.Hewastherebeforecreation,whichbroughtspace,timeandmatterintobeing.

3.Godisthesolecreator. Hecreatedeverythingfrom nothing.

4.Godisthesourceofgoodnessandhappiness,(“AndGodsawthatitwasgood”).

5.GodcreatedhumanbeingstoenjoythepersonalandlovingrelationshipwithHim.

6.Godisomnipotent(callpowerful).

7.GodisGodoforder.AllthecreativeartsofGodweredoneinanorderlymanner.

8.Godisallknowing.Allknowledgeandwisdom isHis.

9.Godistheprovider.Heprovidedmanwithnecessitiesoflife.

Meaning/teachingsoftheGenesisstoriesofcreation
 Godisthecreatoroftheuniverse.

 EverythingthatGodmadeisgood.

 GodisaGodoforder. Hecreatedtheuniverseandallthatisinitinorderlymanner

 HumanbeingswereputinchargeofallGodscreation.

 GodisaGodofpower. HecallsthingsintoexistencebyHisspokenwords.

 Plantsandanimalsweremadeforthebenefitsofman.

 Godordainedwork. Hetoldmantofilltheland.

 MarriageisordainedbyGod. ForGodsaid,“Befruitfulmultiplyandfulfiltheearth.

 ThewomaniscreatedtobeahappycompanionofmanforGodsaid,“Itsnotgood

formantolivealone.”

 Humanbeingsshouldcontinuewiththeworkofcreation.
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 HumanbeingsshouldobeyGod.Punishmentcomesasaresultofmandisobeying

God.

Africanviewofcreation
Africancreationmyths
Bukusu
 TheycalltheirGodWereKhakabameaningtheprovider. WereKhakabacreatedthe

worldalone.

 FirsthecreatedheavenasHisdwellingplacewhichwasverybrightandwhichwas

supportedonpillarslikeahuttostopitfrom falling. ThenHecreatedHistwo

assistantsMukobeandMurumwa. LateronHemadethemoonandthesun;the

twoquarrelledandfought. Moonwasdefeatedandthrowndownintothewindto

preventhim from shiningbrightly.

 Wereorderedthesuntoshineduringthedayonallpeoplewhilemoonwastoshine

onlyatnight.

 Werethenmadethecloudsandthestars. Hemadeabigredrockwhichcrows

wheneveritthunderswarningpeopleofthecomingrain.

 Hecreatedrainandputitintheclouds. Hecreatedrainbow,femaleandmaleto

stoptheunwantedrainfrom falling. Airwascreatednext.

 MysteriouslywerecreatedtheearthwithmountainsandvalleysasaplaceforHis

twoassistantstoworkin.

 Hecreatedmanforwhom thesunwouldshine. Sincemanneededsomeonetotalk

to,watertodrink,wereprovidedrain,whichfilledupthevalleystoform lakes,rivers

andstreams.

 Werethencreatedplants,animals,birdsandothercreatures,whichliveonland,

waterandinthesoil.

 TheBukusufurtherbelievethatthewholeworkofcreationwascompletedinsix

days. Ontheseventhday,wererestedbecauseitwasabadday.

 WereKhakabagaverestrictionstothefirsthumanbeingsonsomeofthethingsfor

instance,theywerenotsupposedtoeatanimalswithsinglehooves,likedonkeys

andhorses,crawlinganimalslikesnakes,lizards,chameleonsandscavengerssuch

asvultureshawksandeagle.
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Agikuyu
 TheycalltheirGodNgaiorMugai,whichmeansthedivideroftheuniverse.

 GikuyuthefounderofAgikuyucommunitywascalledbyGodandwasgivenland

withforests,rivers,valleys,animalsandallothernaturalthings.

 ThesametimeNgaimadeabigmountaincalledKirinyangaalsoknownasMount

Kenya;TheMountainofmystery. HealsodweltonthemountainwhenHewason

inspectiontours. ItwasalsoasignofHissplendourandmystery. Aftercalling

Gikuyu,Hetookhim tothetopofthismountainandshowedhim thelandhewasto

givehim.

 Itwasbeautifulandfulloffigtrees(Mugumo)inthecentreofthecountry. God

thenorderedhim togoandestablishhishomesteadattheplacehehadshowedhim.

ThisplacewascalledMukuruwewaNyagathangathatisinMurangaDistrict.

 BeforeGikuyupartedwithGod,hewasadvisedtomakeasacrificeandraisehis

handstowardsKirinyagaifhewantedanythingorhadproblems.

 WhenhewenttothePromisedLand,hefoundawifecalledMumbi(creatoror

moulder)thatgodhadprovidedforhim.

 Theylivedhappilyandwereblessedwithninedaughters. Gikuyuwassodisturbed

bythefactthathedidnothavesonstoinherithisproperty.

 HethenrememberedwhatNgaihadtoldhim todo. Hedecidedtomakesacrifice

andtoldGodhisneeds. Godtoldhim totakehisfamilyhomeandcomebackalone.

OntheprocessGodrevealedtoGikuyuthathewouldprovideyoungmenwouldbe

willingtomarryhisdaughters.

 Whenhecameback,hefoundninehandsomeyoungmenandtookthem withhim

home. Thenextdayinthemorningtheissueofmarriagewasdiscussedandthe

youngmenagreedtomarryGikuyudaughters.

 Gikuyuorderedthattheyoungmenwouldgowiththedaughtersiftheyagreedtolive

inhishomestead. Theyoungmencouldnotresistthebeautyandthehospitality

offeredtothem. Theyallagreedtomarrythem. Alltheninedaughterswere

marriedandeachestablishedtheirownfamilyset. Thesewerejoinedtogether

underthenameNyumbayaMumbi(TheHouseofMumbi).

Mainpointshighlightedfrom theAfricanstoriesofcreation
 Godcreatedtheuniverseandeverythinginit.

 originallyinnocentandGodwasclosertoman.

 Theseparationofmanfrom Godcameasaresultofdisobedience.

 Godprovidedmanwithallthenecessitiesoflife.
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 manwasgivenawifetokeephim companyandtobeahelper.

 manisgivenauthorityoverallothercreatures.

 Manisconsideredasaspecialcreature.

Originofsinanditsconsequences
(Gen:3-11)

 Thewordsincanbedescribedasanactatrebellionandasaconditionofbeing

alienatedfrom God.

 InGenesis3.ThesnakeaskedAdam andEveiftheyweretoldnottoeatanytreein

thegarden.

 Evereplied,wemayeatthefruitofanytreeintheGardenexceptthetreeinthe

middleofit.

 ThesnakerepliedthatisnottrueGodsaidthatbecauseHeknowsthatwhenyoueat

ityouwillbelikehim.

 From thestatementtheserpentclaimsGodisJealousanddoesnotwanttoallow

mantoknowwhatHeknows.

 Aftereatingthefruittheireyeswereopened,butinsteadofseeingbeautifulthings

theynotedtheywerenaked.

 ManisafraidtomeetGodbecauseoftheguilt.WhenGodaskswheretheywerethe

manaccusedGodsaying“Thewomanyougaveme”. Thewomanalsoblamesthe

snakeformisleadinghertothefruit.

 Thejudgmentispronouncedonthefirstparent.

Theconsequencesofsin
1.TherelationshipbetweenmanandGodbecamestrainedhencenanwasalienated

from God.

2.Manstartedfeelingguiltybecauseofhisbehaviour,theywerenakedandwere

ashamed

3.Thewomanalsoblamedthesnakeformisleadingher.

4.Theserpentwascursedaboveallanimals.

5.Enmitywasputbetweenmanandtheserpent,(Gen3:15).

6.Thewomanwastofeelpainduringchildbirth.(Gen:3:16).

7.Thewomanwasputtobesubordinatetomanandtohavethedesirefortheman.

8.Manwastotoilandstruggletomeethisneeds.
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9.Theearthitselfwasputunderacurse“cursedisthegroundbecauseofyou.” (Gen
3:17)

10.Deathcameuponman(Gen:3:19).

11.Manwasdismissedfrom theGardenofEdenandcherubim wereputtoguardthe

garden.

12.MurderousfeelingbegantoentermansheartforexampleCainkilledAbel.(Gen:4:8).

13.Thelifespanofmanwasreducedtonotmorethan120years(Gen:6:3).

14.Godconfusedmanslanguageaftertheflood.(Gen:11:1-7).

Godsplainofsalvation
 AfterAdam andEvecommittedsininthegardenofEden,Goddrovethem outof

thegarden.However,Heinitiatedaplantoreconcilethem backbyproviding

clothesandfoodGen3:18,21:23

 InGen3:13Godcreatedenmitybetweenmanandtheserpenttodetermanfrom

beingtemptedagain,thesnakeisasymbolofevil.

 ThroughouttheBibleGodinitiatedvariousmeasurestoreconcilehumanbeings.

Forinstance

 Noahsarkofthecovenant

 ThechoiceofAbraham andmakingacovenantwithhim

 ThecallofMosesandtheTencommandments

 GodsentHisprophetsandkingstoguideandcounseltheIsraelites

 ThecomingofJesusChristwasmeanttobringsalvationtomankind

 Finally,GodsenttheHolySpirittoguideChristianstobeclosetoGod

 AlltheseplanswereinitiatedbyGodtoreconcilemanaftersinningfrom thegarden

ofEden

Africantraditionalunderstandingofevil
 MostAfricancommunitiesbelievedthatgoddidnotcreateevil.

 Somecommunitiesattributetheoriginofsintoevilspirit.

 Othersbelievethateviliscausedby“badpeople”suchassorcerers,witchesand

magicians.

 Othersbelievethateviliscausedbyancestorsbeingangered.Thiscouldbringbad

omentothelivinge.g.deathofchildrenoranimals.
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 Sincouldalsocomeasaresultofoffendingmembersofthecommunity.

 Parentsorelderscouldalsocursesomepeople.

 Evilthingscouldalsocomeasaresultofgodbeingangered.

 Somemythstracetheoriginofsintoatimeduringcreationoftheruleshewasto

observewhichmandisobeyed.

 TheresultsofsininthetraditionalAfricansocietywere

 Sincausesdeathastheaffectedsometimessufferedtodeath.
 Sincausesdiseasestothelivingassomeofthemisfortunescausedsickness.
 Sincausesdroughtandfamine.
 Causesbarrennessandchildlessness.
 Evilcausessuffering,agonyandmisery.
 Itcausesunstablefamilieswherethereisnopeacee.g.rebellionofchildren.
 Itcausesenvironmentaldisasterssuchasfloodsandearthquakes.
 Itcausesbirthofphysicallyandmentallyhandicappedchildren.
 Evilcauseswarbetweenclans.

 Sinnersandoffendersaretreatedaccordingtotheseriousnessoftheoffence.

Corporalpunishmentcapitalpunishmentbanishmentpaymentoffinespublic

humiliationindecentburialceremoniesfailuretobenamedafterchildrendenied

foodforsometime.Deniedleadershiprolesandisolation

SimilaritiesbetweenAfricanconceptofevilandthebiblicalconceptinGenesis
1.BothagreethatGoddidnotcreateevilorsin.Godisportrayedasgood.

2.Inbothcasessinisrelatedtohumandisobedience.

3.Inbothcasesitresultsinmansufferingorepidemicsandothercalamities.

4.InbothitdestroysthegoodrelationshipbetweenmanandGod.

5.InbothBiblicalandAfricanbeliefofevilbringsdeath.

6.Inbothcasesitdoesnotonlybringsufferingtotheindividualbuttothewhole

community.

7.SometimesitisshowntocometopeoplethroughSatanorevilspirits.

Differences
1.InAfricantraditionalreligion,thereiscommunalresponsibilityoversinasopposed

tobiblicalteaching,whereindividualresponsibilityisemphasized.

2.Biblically,sinisintrinsicwhereasintraditionalAfricanbelief,itisextrinsic.

3.SiniswholesomelypunishableinAfricantraditionalreligion,butisredemptive

biblically.

4.Biblically,thepunishmentofsinisnoteverlastingduetotheresurrectedChrist.

However,inAfricantraditionalreligion,sinclaimsirreversibledoom.
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CHAPTER3
FAITHANDGODSPROMISES:ABRAHAM

BackgroundofAbraham
(Gen.11:21-12)

 Abraham livedwithhisfatherTerahinthelandofUr.

 ThepeopleofUrwerepolytheists(worshippedmanygods).

 TerahleftUrforCanaanwithhissonAbraham,Sarai(Abrahamswife)andhis

NephewLot.

 OnthewaytheycametoaplacecalledHaranandTerahdiedthere.

 ItwasatHaranwhereGodcalledAbraham.

 Beforehiscall,Abraham wascalledAbram.

ThecallofAbraham
(Gen.12:1-9)

 TheLordappearedtoAbraham andtoldhim toleavehiscountryandgotoacountry

thatHewouldshowhim.

 Godgavehim severalpromises:

 Godwouldblessthosewhoblesshim andcursethosewhocursehim.
 Hewouldmakehim agreatnation.
 Abrahamsnamewouldbegreat.
 ThroughAbraham allnationswouldbeblessed.
 HewouldgiveAbrahamsdescendantsalandtodwellin.

 SoAbraham wentastheLordhadtoldhim. Lotwentwithhim.

 BythetimeAbraham leftHaranhewas75yearsold.

 WhenhereachedCanaan,hebuiltanAltaratShechem andanotheroneatBethelas

asignofhonourtoGod.

AbrahamsactsoffaithinGod
 Faithisanabsolutebeliefortrustinsomebodyorsomething.(Hebrews11:1-6).

 Itisastrongbeliefwithoutnecessarilyhavingalogicalproof.

 FaithisunshakabletrustinGod.

InstancesinwhichAbraham demonstratedhisfaithtoGod
1.Abraham believedinGodbyabandoningthepolytheisticcommunitytoworship

Yahweh:
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2.Abraham acceptedtoquittheknownHarantoanunknowndestiny.

3.Abraham undoubtedlygaveintothecommandofcircumcision

4.Hisunshakablefaithledhim toaccepttosacrificehisonlysonandheir:Isaac,

(Genesis22).
5.Abraham constructedaltarsatBethelandShechem toworshipGod

6.Hechangedhisnamefrom Abram toAbraham andhiswifesnamefrom Saraito

Sarah.

7.HemadeastrongbondwithGodinanelaboratecovenant.

8.Despitetheiroldage,Abraham believedandtrustedthathiswifewouldbearhim a

son.

9.Abraham provedhisfaiththroughworshippingGodinprayer,sacrificesand

intercession.

AbrahamsactsoffaithinGod
Abraham toldtosacrificehissonIsaac
(Gen:22:1-9)

 TheLordappearedtoAbraham andtoldhim totakehisonlysonIsaactoMt.Moriah

andofferhim assacrificetoHim.

 Abraham aroseinthemorning,tookhisassandtooktwoofhisservantsandthe

son. Hecutwoodfortheburntofferingontheirway.

 IsaacaskedhisfatherwherethelambforthesacrificewasandAbraham toldhim

“theLordwouldprovide”.OnreachingtheMountain,hebuiltanaltar.

 Hetiedhissonandplacedhim onthealtar. ThenAbraham tookhisknifetoslay

hisson,buttheangleoftheLordcalledhim andtoldhim nottokillhissonforthe

LordhadprovedthathefearedHim.

 ImmediatelyGodprovidedaram forthesacrificeandAbraham offeredtheram asa

burntoffering. SoAbraham calledtheplace“theLordwillprovide”.

LessonsChristianslearnfrom thisincidence
1.GodexpectsmantobeobedienttoHim asAbraham was.

2.Godworksthroughmenoffaith,ChristiansshouldthereforebefaithfultoGod.

3.Godistheprovider.HeprovidedAbraham witharam forthesacrifice.

4.Godcantestonesfaithandwheneveroneistemptedheshouldnotfallinto

temptation.

5.GoddoesnotwanthumansacrificeforHepreventedAbraham from sacrificinghis

son.

6.GodiseverpresentforhewaspresentevenwhereAbraham wantedtosacrificehis

son.
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GodspromisestoAbraham
Genesis12:2-3,15:121,17:15-18and21:17.

 Promisemeansgivinganassuranceofsomethingtosomeone.Godmadeseveral

promisestoAbraham

1.Abraham wouldfatheragreatnation.

2.Abraham wouldreceivepersonalblessingsi.e.dieinpeace.

3.Abraham wouldhavemanydescendants.

4.Abraham wouldreceivepersonalreputation,wherebyhisnamewouldbegreat.

5.GodpromisedAbraham ason/heir.

6.GodwouldestablishaneverlastingcovenantwithAbraham.

7.GodwouldblessthosewhoblessAbraham.

8.GodwouldpronounceacurseontothosewhocurseAbraham,therebyprotecting

him.

9.GodwouldsettleAbraham andhisdescendantsinablessedland

10.Abraham wouldbetheoriginofblessingtothewholeworld

11.ThoughAbrahamsdescendantswouldbeslavesinaforeignland,Godwouldrescue

them.

12.Godwouldmakegreatnationsfrom Abrahamsdescendants.

13.GodwouldmakesomeofAbrahamsdescendantskings.

TherelevanceofGodspromisestoAbraham toChristianstoday
1.JustlikeAbraham forfeitedmoonworshipandreceivedblessings,Christiansshould

abandonalltheirwaywardnesstoinheritGodsblessing

2.ChristiansrealizethatGodfulfilsallhispromisesthroughfaith

3.GodpromisedAbraham land.AsChristians,weareassuredofeternallifebyfaith

andobedience

4.Godcanraiseanybodyfrom humbleandfaithlessbackgroundtopartakeinhiswork,

justlikeitwastoAbraham

5.GodprotectsChristianstodate,afulfilmentofhispromisetoAbraham

6.ChristianslearnthattheyaredirectfruitsofAbraham,whowilleventuallyreceive

Godsblessing

7.ChristiansturnouttobethenewIsraelwhodescendfrom Abraham

GodscovenantwithAbraham
(GEN:15:1-19)

 Acovenantisasolemnagreementbetweentwoormorepartiesthathadbeen

separatedbefore.

 Therearetwotypesofcovenants

 Conditionalcovenant-betweentwoequalparties/groups
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 Unconditionalcovenant-betweentwounequalpartiese.g.thecovenantbetween

GodandAbraham

MajorElementsoftheCovenant
 Acovenantisalwaysbetweentwoormoreparties.
 Promisesaremadeandaremeanttobekept.
 Therearewitnesses.
 Therearesigns.
 Acovenantisbindingandwhoeverbreaksitmustbepunished.
 Itinvolvesaceremony.
 Thereisaseal.

 Examplesofknownpacts/covenantsintheBible

 ThecovenantbetweenGodandAbraham

 GodscovenantwithNoah

 GodscovenantwithIsraelitesonmountSinai

 GodscovenantwithDavid

 GodscovenantwithJeremiah

 Godscovenantwithhispeople/NewTestament

TheCovenantCeremony
 Godenteredintoacovenantwithhim. Godassuredhim thathisdescendants

wouldbeasmanyasthestars.

 GodtoldAbraham tobringaheifer,goat,andaram eachthreeyearsold,adoveand

apigeon.Hecuttheanimalsintohalvesandplacedthem oppositeeachother.

 Thebirdswerenotsplit.TowardseveningAbraham fellintoadeepsleepandwas

fulloffear.Whileheslept,Godappearedtohim andtoldhim thathisdescendants

willbestrangersinaforeignlandfor400yearsandafterthatHewouldtakethem

out.Thathewoulddieinoldageinpeace.

 Afterthesunhadsetanditwasdarksmokingfirepotandaflamingtorchsuddenly

appearedandpassedbetweenthecutanimals.ThatdaytheLordmadeacovenant

withAbraham.

SignificanceofAbrahamscovenantwithGod
1.Bypassingthroughthecarcasses,GodwasshowingtoAbraham thatHewould

protecthim.
2.AbrahamscovenantwasthebeginningofsalvationhistorywhereGodstartedanew

relationshipwithmanafterthefall.
3.ThebloodoftheanimalssealedthecovenantbetweenGodandAbraham.
4.ItisduringthecovenantthatGodmadepromisestoAbraham.
5.ThecovenantbroughtanewrelationshipbetweenmanandGod.
6.ThesmokingfirepotandtheflamingtorchsymbolizedthepresenceofGod.
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7.Thepresenceoftheyounganimals— aheifer,aram agoateachthreeyearsold
symbolizestheholinessofGod.

8.Thepigeonandtheturtledoveweretoactaswitnessesandmessengersatthe
ceremony.

Examplesofcovenantsinmodernsocieties
1.Oathofoffice
2.Employmentcontracts
3.Landtransactions
4.Marriage
5.PeacetreatiesbetweenNations
6.Baptism
7.OrdinationofPriests

CircumcisionofAbraham andhisdescendants
(Gen:17:1-16)

TheImportanceofCircumcisiontoAbraham andhisdescendants
1.ItwasaphysicalsignoftruedescendantsofAbraham.

2.Itwasanoutwardsignoftheinnerfaith.

3.ItwasasignofobediencetotheMosaicLaw.

4.ItwasawayofidentifyingthosewhowerejoinedwithGodspeople.

5.ItwasasignthatGodhadenteredintoacovenantwithAbraham.

6.Itsignifiedpurity.

7.Itwasasignofunity;throughitonebecameamemberoftheJewishcommunity.

ComparisonbetweentheJewishcircumcisionandcircumcisionintraditionalAfrican
society
Similarities
1.Inbothcasescircumcisionisforthepurposeofidentification.

2.Inbothitmarkstheendofonestageinlifeandthebeginningofanother.

3.Inboth,circumcisionisperformedbyspecialpeoplemostlyreligiousleaders.

4.Inboththereisaceremony,whichbringsthemembersofthefamilytogether.

5.Inbothcasescircumcisionservesreligiouspurposes.

6.Thereisthesheddingofbloodinbothcasestosealtheceremony.

Differences
1.AmongtheJewscircumcisionisdoneaftereightdayswhileinthetraditionalAfrican

societyitisdoneatpuberty.
2.AmongtheJewsitisdoneononlythemalewhileamongsomeAfricansocietiesitis

doneonbothsexes.
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3.AfricancircumcisionisatestofcouragewhileamongtheJewsitisatestofinner
faith.

4.InAfricancircumcisionthereisseclusionwhileamongtheJewsthereisno
seclusion

5.AmongtheJewscircumcisionisacommandfrom GodwhileintheAfricansocieties
itisinhonorofancestors

6.AmongtheJewsitisfortheidentificationofthedescendantsofAbraham whilein
Africancommunitiesitisidentificationofmembersofthatcommunity.

7.IntheJewishcommunityitisanoutwardsignoftheinnerfaithwhileintheAfrican
societiesitmarkschangefrom childhoodtoadulthood.

CHAPTER4
SINAICOVENANT:MOSES

BackgroundtothecallofMoses
Gen37:1-36,50:1-26Ex1-2

 Moseswasbornatatimewhenadecreehadbeenissuedtokillallmalebabiesby

drowningthem inriverNile.Hismotherboreandhidhim inawovenbasket.

 Whenthebabywasthreemonthsoldandcouldnolongerbehidden,hismothertook

him inawaterproofbasket,whichheplacedwithinthereedsatthebankofriver

Nile.

 ThebabyMoseswasmiraculouslyrescuedbyPharaohsdaughter,whotookhim to

thepalace,wherehewasbroughtupinanoblemanner.

 Thecaretakerassignedtohim wascoincidentallyhisbiologicalmother:Jacobeth,a

facthiddeneventoPharaohhimself.

 Mosesreceivedcredibleeducationandtrainingasaprince.

 Lateron,hekilledanEgyptianwhohadconfrontedanIsraelite.Sensingdanger,he

fledtothewilderness.Here,hewasashepherdandexperiencedallthedifficulties

ofthewilderness.

 Atthatpoint,Mosesreceivedhiscallintheform ofaburningbush.

ThecallofMoses
(Ex.3:1-4:1-20)



2

7

isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedCPA,ICT,KASNEB,HighSchool&PrimaryNotes 0714497530

 Mosestheshepherdwasherdingtheflockofhisfather-in-law:Jethro,whenhesaw

afurybushthatwasnotbeingconsumed.

 ThemightyscenewasnearMountSinai,alsocalledHoreb.

 Ashedrewnearthefurybush,Godinstructedhim toremovetheshoesforhewas

treadingonholyground.

 MoseswantedtoknowthenameofGod.GodrevealedhimselfastheGodofthe

Jewishpatriarchs:Abraham,IsaacandJacob.

 HecommissionedMosestogobacktoEgyptandrescuetheIsraelitesfrom the

afflictiontheEgyptianssubjectedtheIsraelitesto.

 Moseshesitated,claimingthathenotonlyfearedPharaoh,butwasalsoa

stammeredanddidnotknowthenameoftheonewhowassendinghim.

 GodassuredMosesofhisprotection.HegaveMoseshisbrotherAarontoserveas

aninterpreter.Godgavehisnameas“Iam whoIam”.HefurtherassuredMosesof

theterrifyingoccurrencesthatwouldleadtothereleaseoftheIsraelites.

 Still,MoseslamentedoftheIsraelites,who,accordingtohim,wouldneitherbelieve

norlistentohim.GodtoldMosestousetherodhehadinhishand,whichwould

turnintoasnakeandalsoplacehishandinhispocket,which,onpullingout,would

beaffectedwithleprosy.MosesthereforeacceptedandtookofftoEgypt.

 MoseswashesitanttotakeupGodscommissionbecause:

 Hislifewasindanger(Pharaohhadwantedtokillhim/hekilledan

Egyptian.

 TheIsraelitesmightnotbelievethathewastalkingonbehalfofGod.

 Hewasnotaneloquentspeakeri.e.hewasastammer.

 HefearedthatPharaohwouldnotbelievethatGodsenthim.

 HefearedthattheIsraeliteswouldnotaccepthim astheirleader.

 Hewasalreadysettledinmedianandhadafamily.

 HedidnothaveenoughknowledgeaboutYahweh

 Egyptwasfarawayfrom median

WhatlessonsdidMoseslearnaboutGodfrom hiscall
1.Goddoesnotgivepeopleimpossibletasks.

2.Godisloving/caring.

3.Godcommissions/appointshispeopletodohiswork. Godismighty.
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4.Godsnatureisunspeakable,thusbeyondhumanunderstanding.

5.Godrespondstopeoplescry.

6.Godschoiceofapersontodischargehisdutiesisunique.Godexpectstotal

obedienceandfaith.

7.Godpunishestheafflictersofhispeople.

Thetenplagues
Ex7:14-11:1-10

1.Theplagueofblood,wherebyallwatersturnedintoblood.

2.Theplagueoffrogs;

3.Theplagueofgnats;

4.Theplagueofflies;

5.Theplagueofthedeathofanimals.

6.Theplagueofboils.

7.Theplagueofhailstorm;

8.Theplagueoflocusts;

9.Theplagueofdarknessforthreedays.

10.DeathofEgyptiansfirstbornsons.

LessonsChristianscanlearnaboutGodfrom theplagues
1.GodismorepowerfulthantheEgyptiangods.
2.GodlovesHispeople. HedoesnotwanttoseeHispeoplesuffer.
3.GodpunishesthewrongdoersasHepunishedtheEgyptians
4.GodprotectsorrescuesthoseHelove.
5.GodanswersHispeoplesprayers.
6.GodworksthroughHisprophetsorpeople.
ThePassover
Exodus12:1-30.

 GodinstructedMosesandAarontohavealltheIsraelitestochoosealambora

younggoatforsacrifice.Thesacrificialanimalsweretobeone-year-oldand

withoutblemish.

 Thesacrificialanimalsweretobechosenonthetenthday,butsacrificedonthe14th

day.

 Asmallfamilythatcouldnotconsumethemealwastocombinewiththeneighbour.
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 Thesacrificialanimalsbloodwastobesmearedonthetwodoorpostsandlintelof

eachIsraeliteshousetodistinguishtheIsraeliteshousefrom theEgyptian,sothat

theangelofdeathwouldsparethem whenhekilledthefirstbornsonsofEgyptians.

 Theanimalmeatwastoberoastedwholeandeatenwithunleavenedbreadand

bitterherbs.

 TheIsraelitesweretodressupbeforeeatinginreadinessforthejourney.

 TheIsraelitewomenweretoaskforjewelleryfrom Egyptianwomentocompensate

forthefreelabourtheyhadgiveninEgypt.

 TheIsraelitesweretoremainindoorsuntildawntobeprotectedfrom theAngelof

Death.

 Thatnight,theAngelofdestructionpassedovertheIsraeliteshouseholds,killingall

firstbornmalesoftheEgyptians.Theexecutionpickedupfrom pharaohsownsonto

thatofEgyptianslaves.

 ThefirstbornmaleoffspringsoftheEgyptiananimalalsodidnotescapethatwrath.

ThesignificanceofeacheventofthePassover
 Usingyounganimalsshowedtheinnocenceofthesacrifice.

 Usingananimalwithoutblemishsignifiedthepurityofthesacrifice.

 ThesmearingofbloodonthelintelwastoidentifyIsraeliteandEgyptianhouse.

 RoastingofthemeatshowedtheIsraeliteshaste.

 ThebitterherbssignifiedthebitterexperienceofslaveryinEgypt.

 Theunleavenedbreadwastobeusedfortheyhadnotimetofermentthedough.

 Theyweretodressupandpacktheirluggagetoshowreadinessforthejourney.

 TheIsraelitewomenweretoborrowjewelleryfrom Egyptianwomentocompensate

forthefreelabourtheyhadgivenEgypt.

 Theyweretoremainindoorsuntilmorningtobeprotectedfrom theangelofdeath.

TheExodus
 AnExodusisamassmovementofpeoplefrom oneplacetoanother.

 ItwasthisjourneyoutofEgyptthroughtheharshwilderness.

 DuringtheExodus,GodtookcareoftheIsraelitesinvariouswaysasfollows:

ThecrossingoftheRedSea
Ex14:5-31
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 GodmiraculouslyenabledtheIsraelitestoaccomplishwhentheEgyptianswere

pursuingthem.HeinstructedMosestousehisrodanddividethewater.Allthe

Egyptiansweredrowned.

Provisionofwater
Ex15:22-27,17:1-6

 MosessoughtGodsguidanceinabidtorequestforwater.GodtoldMosestothrow

atreeintothewater.Thebitterwaterturnedsweet,readyforconsumption.Thiswas

ataplacecalledMarah.

 AtRephidim,GodtoldMosestostrikearockwithhisrodandwaterflowedfrom it.

Godprovidedmannaandquails
Ex16:1-35

 Mannacameeachmorningwhilequailscameinlargeflocks.

DefeatoftheAmalekites
Ex17:8-16

 Godprovidedsecurityfrom thehostiledesertcommunities,especiallythe

Amalekites.JoshualedtheIsraelitesagainsttheAmalekiteswhileMosesheldhis

handsup.

Pillarofcloudandpillaroffire
 GodguidedtheIsraelitesthroughoutthewearyjourneyinthewilderness.Duringthe

day,acloudguidedthem whileapillaroffiregavethem directionatnight.

CommissioningofMoses
 GodcommissionedMosestorule,governandadministertheIsraelitesthroughthe

wilderness
ThemakingoftheSinaiCovenant
Ex19,20:18-21,24:1-8
Preparation
 GodsummonedMosestoMountSinai.HeenquiredifthepeopleofIsraelwere

willingtoobeyhim.
 Iftheyaccepted,thenGodwouldmakethem hispeople,aholynationandakingdom

ofpriests.TheIsraelitesacceptedthis.
 Thereafter,MosesinstructedtheIsraelitesto:
 Makethemselvesholybywashingtheirgarments.
 Abstainfrom sexualrelationship.
 Marktheboundariesonthefootofthemountaintopreventanypersonoranimal

goingupthemountain.
 MosesledtheIsraelitestomeetYahwehatthefootofthemountain.Onthethird

day,Mosesascendedthemountain.
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 Godmanifestedhispresenceintheform ofthunder,lightning,earthquakeanda
thickcloud.Therewasalsoaloudtrumpetblast.

 MosesreceivedtheDecalogue/tencommandmentsonbehalfoftheIsraelites.
 MosesdescendedthemountainandbriefedthepeopleaboutGodslawsand

ordinances.
Sealingofthecovenant
 Hebuiltanaltaratthefootofthemountain,onwhichheplacedtwelvepillars

accordingtothetwelvetribesofIsrael.Hesentyoungmentoofferburntandpeace
offeringstoGod.

 Hetookhalfoftheoxenblood,sprinkleditonthealtarandtheotherhalfsprinkledit
overthepeople,thussealingthecovenant.

 Hetookthebookofthecovenantinwhichthedivinelawshadbeenwrittendownby
him andreaditinthehearingofallpeople.Theyacceptedtofollowandabidebythe
contentofthecovenant.

TheTenCommandments
Ex20:1-17

 ThesearelawsthatweregiventoMosestodelivertotheIsraelites.Theselaws
werewrittenontwostonetablets.Theyare:
1.Youshallnothaveanyothergodsbeforeme.

2.Youshallnotmakeyourselfanygravenimageofmenorbowdowntoany

image.

3.YoushallnotuseGodsnameinvain.

4.RemembertheSabbathdayandkeepitholy.

5.Honouryourfatherandmotherthatyourdaysmaybelong.

6.Youshallnotkill.

7.Youshallnotcommitadultery.

8.Youshallnotsteal.

9.Donotbearfalsewitnessagainstyourneighbour.

10.Youshallnotcovetanythingthatisyourneighbours.

ThebreakingoftheSinaiCovenant
Ex32:1-35

 Afterthesealingofthecovenant,Moseswentbacktothemountaintoreceivethe

writtenTenCommandments.HeleftAaronandHerhadbeenleftinchargeofthe

Israelites.

 Mosesspentfortydaysonthemountain,whichrenderedpeopleimpatient.
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 TheymountedpressureonAarontomakethem atangibleandvisiblegodtobe

worshipped.

 From thejewellerytheypossessed,Aaronmouldedagoldenbulltobetheirphysical

god.

 GodrevealedtoMosesthattheIsraeliteshadbecomeirreligious.

 GodintendedtodestroythewholeIsraelitegeneration,butMosesintercededand

thegraciousGodchangedhisintension.

 Carryingthestonetablets,Mosesdescendedthemountain.

 MosesfoundtheIsraelitesdancingandsinginginaboisterousandjubilantmanner.

Inthesameline,theypracticedsexastheyworshippedthegodtheyhadmade.

 TheLevitesdidnottakepartinthebreakingofthatcovenant.

 Moseswasfilledwithanger,somuchsothathethrewthestonesdown,breaking

them.

 Heburntandgroundthegoldencalfintopowder,mixeditwithwaterandgaveitto

theIsraelitestodrink.

TheRenewaloftheCovenant
Ex34:1-35

 RenewalofthecovenantwasprecededbyMosespleatoGod.

 Outofmercyandgrace,GodpromisednottodestroytheIsraelites.

 GodinstructedMosestocuttwostonetabletsandtotakethem withhim tothe

mountain.

 Hewastowritethelawsonthestonetabletsoncemore.

 GodthenassuredMosesoftherenewalofthecovenant.GodgavetheIsraelitesthe

followingobligations:

1.ToobeywhatGodcommandsthem;

2.Nottomakeanytreatywiththosewholiveinthelandwheretheyweregoing;

3.Nottoworshipanyothergod;

4.Tobreakdownthealtars,sacredstonesandfalsegods;

5.Nottomakecastidols;

6.Tokeepthefeastofunleavenedbread;
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7.Torestontheseventhday;

8.TodedicatealltheirfirstbornfirstbornmalesonsanimalstoGod;

9.Tooffertogodthefirstfruitsoftheircrops.

 Afterthecommands,GodpromisedtheIsraelitesthathewould:

(i)Protectandpreservethem;

(ii)Blessthem;

(iii)Makethem prosper.

 GodaskedMosestowritethesewordsinanewsetofstonetablets.Thisshowed

thatthecovenanthadbeenrenewed.

TheIsraelitesworshipofGodinthewilderness
(exodus20:22-26,23:14-20)

 WorshipreferstothepracticeofshowingrespectandlovetoGod.
 Duringtheirperiodinthewilderness,theIsraelitesworshippedGodasindividualand

ascommunity.TheIsraelitesshowedrespecttoGodinthewildernessinthe
followingways:

TheykepttheSabbathday
 Theyregardeditaspecialdayofrest. Onthatdaynoonewassupposedtodoany

work.
TheyofferedsacrificesandofferingstoGod.
 Theanimalsusedforthesacrificesincludedsheep,goats,andbullsetc.Offerings

includedgrains,incense. Theofferingscouldeitherbeburntorroasted.
TheIsraelitesobservedmanyfestivals
 Suchfeastsincluded

 Feastoftheunleavenedbread/Passover-duringthe14thdayofthe1stmonthof
theyear.

 Therewasalsothefeastoftheharvest
 ThiswasalsocalledthefeastofweekorPentecost.
 Therewasalsothefeastofthetabernacle.

TheIsraelitesmadealtars
 TheybuiltalterstosymbolizedthepresenceofGodamongsttheIsraelites.Moses

builtanaltarduringthesealingofthecovenant.
TheCommandments
 GodgavetheIsraeliteslawswhichweremeanttoguidethem.Theselawsalso

includedThe10CommandmentsandMosaicLawreferredtoastheTorah.
Religiousleaders
 TheIsraeliteshadreligiousleaders.Godalsochosepriestsfrom thetribeofLevi.

Theirdutiesincluded:
 Carriedtabernacle
 OfferedsacrificestoGod.
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 Taughtthelaw.
 Theyalsoorganizedprayerservices.
 Organizedchoirs.

Songs
 TheyalsosangsongsinpraiseofYahweh.
TheArkandtheTabernacleTheycarriedtheArkandTabernacle.Thetabernaclewasat
timesreferredtoasthetentofmeeting
IsraelitesnewunderstandingofGod
Ex33,34

 Godisomnipotent;

 Godislovingandcaring;

 Godkeepshispromises;

 Godarrestsdifficultsituations;

 Godisjust;

 Godispeculiarinallways;

 Godisforgiving.
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CHAPTER5
LEADERSHIPINISRAEL

Introduction
 WhentheIsraeliteshadsettledinCanaan,theydidnothaveanearthlyKing. Their

unseenrulerwasGod.SuchacommunitywascalledaTheocraticcommunity.

 Godruledthroughsomejudgeswhowereappointed.

TheroleofjudgesinIsrael
1.TheyledtheIsraelitesintowaragainstenemiessuchasthePhilistines.

2.Theysettleddisputesamongthepeople.

3.Theyactedasspiritualleadersandofficiatedinworship.

4.Theyofferedsacrificeonbehalfofthepeople.

5.SomeofthejudgesactedastheprophetsofGod.

6.Thejudgesforetoldthefuture.

7.ThejudgescondemnedtheinjusticesinIsrael.

8.TheyremindedthepeopleofGodsways.

ReasonswhytheIsraelitesdemandedforaKing
1Samuel8:1-9

 TheydemandedtobegivenaKingbecause:-

1.Samuelhadgrownold.

2.HehadimposedhissonsJoelandAbijahasjudgesovertheIsraelites.

3.Thetwosonswerenotliketheirfatherfortheylackedleadershipskills.

4.Theywerecorruptandtookbribes.

5.TheywantedaKingsothattheywouldbelikeothernationsinCanaan.

6.Theywantedastablepoliticalgovernmentruledbylawandorder.

7.TheyhadbeeninfluencedbypoliticalgovernmentoftheCanaanites.

8.Theywantedakingwhowouldleadthem intowaragainsttheirenemiessuchasthe

PhilistinesandbringbacktheArkthathadbeentaken.

9.Theywantedanearthlykingwhotheycouldseeandconsultintimeofproblems
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ReasonsagainstKingshipinIsrael
1Sam 8:10-20

 SamuelwasveryupsetbytherequestforaKingbecause:

1.BydemandinganearthlyKing,itmeantthattheyhadrejectedYahwehastheirking.
2.TheyweregoingtolosetheiridentityasGodschosenpeople
3.Theleaderstobeappointedweregoingtolackleadershipqualities.
4.TheKingwouldoppressthem.
5.Someoftheirsonswouldberecruitedtoserveassoldiersinhisarmy.
6.Otherswouldbeputintoforcedlabor.
7.Theirdaughterswouldbeputtoworkascooksandperfumers.
8.Thekingwouldtakethebestoftheirflock.
9.Thekingwouldtaketheirlandsandgoodvineyards.
10.Atthattime,theywouldcrytoGodbutGodwillnotlistentothem;
 thepeoplerefusedtolistentoSamuelswarningandwentaheadwiththeirdemand

foraking.SotheLordtoldSamueltodoastheywanted.

TheChoosingofSaulasthefirstKingofIsrael
1Sam 9:10

 AftertheIsraeliteshadappealedtoSamuelthattheywantedaKing,Samueltoldthe

LordwhatthepeoplehadsaidandtheLordinstructedhim todo,astheywanted.

 SaulthesonofKishwasappointedasthefirstKingofIsrael.

AchievementsofKingSaul
1.HewasGodschoicewhowastosavetheIsraelitesfrom thepowerofthePhilistines.

2.HereceivedthespiritofGod,whichmadehim toprophesylikeoneoftheprophets

ofGod.

3.HefoughtandconqueredtheIsraelitee.g.theAmorites,theMoabitesandthe

Amalekites.

FailuresofKingSaul
1Sam 13,15,18:6-9,28:3-15,3

1.HeofferedsacrificestoGodatGilgalyethewasnotapriest.

2.hesparedAgagthekingoftheAmalekites.

3.HesparedthebestsheepandcattleoftheAmalekitesforselfishgain.

4.HecheatedSamuelthathewantedtooffertheanimalsassacrificetoGod.

5.HelistenedtothevoiceofhissubjectsandarmytosparetheanimalsandAgag.

6.HebecamejealousandplottedtokillDavid.
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7.Heconsultedamedium sothathecouldtalktothespiritofSamuel.

8.HekilledthepriestofGod,(1Sam 22.)

9.HecommittedsuicidewhenhewenttowaragainstthePhilistines

LessonsLearntfrom theFailuresofKingSaul
1.ChristiansshouldobeyGodscommandandprophets

2.ItisimportanttohavefaithinGod.
3.AChristianneedstobepatient.
4.Christiansshouldnotbeinfluencedbygreedforwealthandearthlydesires.
5.Goddoesnotvalueincensesacrificeinsteadheismorepleasedwithobedience
6.LeadersneednottobejealousofothersSaulwasjealousandplottedtokill

David.
7.Thereisneedtorespecteveryonesresponsibility.
8.SaulneverrespectedthepositionofSamuel.

ChoosingofDavidasthekingofIsrael
1sam 16:1-15
 DavidwasthesonofJessefrom thetribeofJudah.

 GodinstructedSamueltogoandanointDavidtosucceedSaulasaKingofIsrael.
AchievementsofkingDavid
1.HewaschosenbyGod. GodtoldSamueltocomeandanointhim askingofIsrael.

2.HewasaskilledMusicianandcomposedthebookofPsalmsthatisusedinthe

churcheventoday(1Sam 16:14-23).

3.HebroughtbacktheArkoftheCovenantfrom thehouseofAbinadabtoJerusalem

withgreatcelebration. TheArkhadbeentakenawaybytheenemies.(2Sam 6:1-5).

4.HeconqueredthecityofJerusalem andmadeititscapitalcity.(2sam;5:6-25).

5.Hewasabrilliantmilitarycommander. ThenameDavidmeansArmyCommander.

HewagedsuccessfulwarsagainstMoab,Ammor,AmelekiteandAram.

6.HekilledGoliathwhowasagreatwarriorofthePhilistinesbecausehehadgreat

faithinGod. (1Sam 17).

7.HeexpandedtheboundariesofIsraelthroughmilitaryconquest.

8.Hewasagoodadministrator. Headministeredthroughlawandjusticetoall

people. Hechosewiseleaderstoadvisehim.

9.Davidwasahumblekingwhowasreadytorepentwheneverhecommittedasin.

HerepentedaftertakingUriahswife.(2Sam:11).

10.HewaspubliclyanointedasaKingofIsrael. HewasmadekingoverJudahand

waslateracceptedbythewholeIsrael.
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11.Heestablishedgooddiplomaticrelationswiththesurroundingnationsforexample;

hesignedatreatywithSyriaandthroughthetreatyIsraelbenefitedboth

economicallyandpolitically.

12.Helaidfoundationofbuildingthegreattemplewhichwaslatercompletedby

Solomon.(2Sam 7:1-17).

13.Godpromisedtoestablishaneverlastingkingdom forDavidwherehisdescendants

wouldliveinpeace. JesusisadescendantofKingDavid.

14.HeunitedtheNorthernandSouthernkingdom andmadeitintoonenation.

DavidastheancestorofJesus
2Sam 1:29,Luke1:26-33

 NathansprophesyabouttheMessiahisseenashavingbeenfulfilledintheworkof

JesusChristinthefollowingways:-

 JesusChristwhowastheMessiahisseenasbeingbornfrom Davidslineage.

 MathewintheGenealogyofJesustellsthatJesuswasadescendantofKingDavid.

(Matt1:1).

 JesuswasborninBethlehem,whichwasreferredtoasthecityofDavid.(Luke2:4)

 Intheirsermons,theearlyapostleslikePaulandPetermadeanumberofreferences

toJesusasadescendantofKingDavid.(Romans:1:3-5).

 TheblindmanatJerichohailedJesusassonofDavidandlookedtohim torestore

hissight.(Lk18:35-36).

 DuringTriumphantentryintoJerusalem,Jesuswashailedbythecrowdasthe

Messiahdescendantfrom thehouseofKingDavid.(Math.21:9).

 AngelGabrieltoldMarythatthesonwouldbegreatandwillbecalledthesonofthe

Most-High….(Lk.1:26-33).

 JesusfosterfatherwasadirectdescendantofKingDavid

QualitiesofaGoodLeaderdrawnfrom David
1.Modernrulersshouldbecourageousandreadytodiewithandfortheirsubjectslike

DavidwasastrongMilitaryCommander.
2.ModernleadersshouldhavefaithinGodandrealizethatauthoritycomesfrom God.
3.LeadersshouldbethankfultoGod. DavidwasthankfulnotonlytoGodbutalsoto

hispeople.
4.Modernleadersshouldbeloyaltotheiroathofoffice. Davidkepthiswithout

favoringsomepeople.
5.Leadersshouldbekind. Davidwasakindleader. Hepardonedmanyofthose

whohadoffendedhim.
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6.Agoodleadershouldbehumble. Davidwasahumbleperson. Heconsulted
Godsprophets.

7.Aleadershouldbeabletoadmithismistakes. Davidrealizedhismistakesand
askedforforgiveness.

8.ModernleadersshouldbewillingtodelegatedutyasDaviddid. Davidhadateam
ofadvisorsandadministrators.

AchievementsandfailuresofkingSolomon
 AfterDaviddied,hissonSolomontookoveraskinginIsrael.
AchievementsofkingSolomon
1Kings4:29,3:16,4:20-27,10:14,11:3

1.Hewasconsideredtohavebeenawiseruler. Thewisdom wasgivenbyGod.

2.HebuiltthegreattempleanddedicatediffortheserviceoftheLord.

3.HebroughttheArkoftheCovenantintothetemple.

4.HeestablishedtradelinkswiththeneighbouringcommunitiesandmadeIsraela

prosperousnation.

5.SolomonwroteseveralProverbsstillbeingusedinourchurchestoday.

6.Heisregardedtobeoneoftherichestmenwhoeverlived.Hehad1000womenin

hispalace.

7.Heisrememberedforhisgreatadministrativeskills. Hehadsoldiers,officers,

commandersandchariotcaptains.

FailuresofkingSolomon
1kings9:10-14,9:15-19,11:1-13,11;9-1)

1.HesoldapieceoflandofIsraeltoHiram KingofTyre,whichwasagainstthewillof

God.

2.SolomonintroducedforcedlabourinIsrael.

3.Hemarriedmanyforeignwives,whichwasagainstGodscommand.

4.HeallowedtheforeignwivestointroduceidolatryinIsrael.

5.Hebuilthighplacesfortheworshipoftheforeigngodsandofferedsacrificesto

them.

6.Hebuilthispalacefor13yearswhilebuiltthetemplefor7years,

7.Heusedforeignmaterialstobuildthetemple.

8.HetaxedtheIsraelitesheavilytomaintainhislargenumberofwives.

9.KingSolomonlivedlavishly.
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10.Hemadetreatieswithforeignnations,whichwasagainstGodsCommand.

11.Afterbecomingking,Solomonkilledhisownhalf-brother(Adonijah)onthesuspicion

thathecouldrivalhim forthethrone;thiswasagainstGodsCommand.

Theschism betweenJudahandIsraelandthespreadofidolatryinIsrael
2Kings12

 Schism referstothedivisionthatoccurredinIsraelthatbroughtuptheformationof

theNorthernKingdom underJeroboam andtheSouthernKingdom underRehoboam.

 TheSouthernKingdom remainedwithonlytwotribesi.e.JudahandBenjaminand

theNorthernkingdom hadtentribes.

 AfterthedeathofSolomon,hissonRehoboam becamethekingoftheIsrael.The

peoplethereforeapproachedhim torelaxhisrulesfrom thedictatorshipthathis

fatherhadpracticed.

 Rehoboam toldthem togoandcomeafterthreedays.

 Hethenwentandconsultedtheelderswhotoldhim todoasthepeoplehadsaid.

 Heignoredtheadviceoftheeldersandwenttohisfellowyoungmenwhoadvised

him tobeevenharsherthanhisfatherwas.

 Whenthepeoplewentbacktohim hesaidherefusedtorelaxhisrule.Whenthe

peopleheardthis,theyrebelledagainsthim andestablishedtheNorthernkingdom

thatcametobeknownasIsraelwithJeroboam astheking.

ImportanceoftheTempletotheJewishPeople
1.ThetemplesymbolizedGodspresenceamongtheIsraelites.

2.ItwasahousewheretheIsraelitesofferedprayerstoGod.

3.Itwastheplacewherethefirst-bornmalechildrenwerededicatedtoGod.

4.ThetemplewasaplacewheretheIsraelitesofferedsacrificestoGod.

5.TheArkoftheCovenant,whichsymbolizedGodspresence,waskeptinthetemple.

6.Itwasaplacewherethepriestsandprophetsresided.

7.Theritesofpurificationwerecarriedoutinthetemple.

8.ItactedasasymbolofunityinIsrael.

9.TheJewishceremoniessuchasthePassoverfeastandthefeastoftheTabernacle

wereformedinthetemple.

10.Thetemplealsoservedasacommercialcentre. Theanimalsforsacrificewere

broughtinthetemple.
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11.Thetempleactedasacourt. TheJewishelderssatinthetempletojudgecases.

(theSanhedrin)

Itactedasatrainingplaceforthepriests,Rabiisandscribes. Itwaswherethe

peopleweretaughttheMosaicLaws
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CHAPTER6
LOYALTYTOGOD

ThefactorsthatledtothespreadofidolatryinIsrael.
1.ThefactthatIsraelitesintermarriedwithforeignwives,whointroducedforeigngods.

2.TheIsraelitesdidnotfullyrelyonYahweh,theyworshippedtheCanaanitegodstoo.

3.Theyemulatedthewaysinwhichtheforeigncommunities/nationswereruledand

governed.

4.AfterthesplitoftheKingdom,someoftheKingsE.g.Jeroboam,promotedworship

ofidols.

5.ThepresenceoftemplesforthegodsattractedtheIsraelitesintoidolatry.

6.TheIsraelitespracticedpolytheism.

7.TheIsraelitesturnedawayfrom theirpastoralistlifetoagriculturallifeprayedto

thegods.toblesstheirAgriculturalproductivity

ThelocalCanaanitereligion
 TheCanaanitereligionwasaNaturereligion:areligiondealingwiththeforcesof

naturee.g.raini.e.itwascosmic.

 Thereligioncomprisedfamilygodse.g.

 TheCanaanitegodsandgoddesses.

 El:thechiefgod;

 Baal:godofthestorm,godofrain,godofheaven;

 Mot:godoffamine,godofdrought,godofdeath;

 Astati:-agoddess,Baalswife;

 Asherah:goddessoffertility,wifeofEl;

 Anat:goddessofwar.

 Imagesandsymbolsweremadetorepresentthegods.

 Theyinculcatedtheirworshipwithtempleprostitution.

 Sacrificesincludinghumanbeingswereofferedtothesegods.

 Festivalsandfeastswerecelebratedinhonourofthegods.

 Ritualswereofferedtoensurecontinuedfertilityandwell-beingofthecommunity.

 Eachgodandgoddesshadanoticeableroleinthecommunity.

 Templesorhighplaceswerebuiltfortheworshipofthegods.

 Therewasasupremeorchiefgodorgoddess.

 Therewereprophetsandprophetessesforeachgod.

 TheIsraelitesimitatedtheagriculturallifeoftheCanaanites,disregardingtheir

pastorallife.
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 Itwasbelievedthatagodwasonlypowerfulinhisownland.

 HemadeShechem hiscapitalbecauseJerusalem remainedintheSouthern

kingdom.

Religiousschism betweenJudahandIsrael
(1Kings12:25-33)

 Jeroboam brokethecovenantwayoflifeby:

 Hestoppedthepeoplefrom goingtoworshipinJerusalem.
 Hemadegoldencalvesandputthem atBethelandDanforthepeopletoworship
 HebuiltanalternativeplaceofworshipforthepeopleoftheNorthernkingdom.
 Jeroboam himselfalsoworshipedtheidols.
 Heappointedpriestswhowerenotfrom thehouseofLevi.
 HeinstitutedfestivalsintheNorthernkingdom likethoseinJudah
 Heofferedsacrificestothecalveshehadmadealthoughhewasnotapriest.

 AlltheseshowedthatJeroboam hadgoneagainsttheCovenantwayoflife.

 ThisreligiousseparationbetweenJudahandIsraelcontributedtothespreadof

idolatryinIsrael.

KingAhabsmarriagewiththePhoenicianprincess-Jezebel
1king16:29-31

 DuringthereignofAhabaskingofIsrael,hedidmoreeviltotheeyeofGodthanany

ofthosebeforehim.HemarriedJezebelthedaughterofthekingofPhoenicia.

 ThiswasagainstGodscommandforthepeoplewerenottomarryfrom foreign

nations.

 HebuilthighplacesfortheworshipofBaal.

 AhabhimselfbecameaBaalworshiper.HebegantooffersacrificestoBaal.

 HealsomadeanimageofAsherahpole.

 JezebelalsoinvitedtheBaalprophetsandsupportedthem withstatefunds.

 TheprophetsofYahwehwerepersecutedorkilledattheslightestopportunityifthey

raisedtheirvoicesagainstBaalism.

TheeffectsofidolatryinIsrael
1.TheIsraelitesadoptedtheCanaaniteculturalcalendar.

2.TheyworshippedGodalongsideothergods,whichiscalledSyncretism.

3.FormerplacesofworshipoftheCanaanitegodswereturnedintoplacesofworship
forYahwehwithouteliminatingtheCanaanitesymbolse.g.thealtars.
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4.TheworshipofYahwehwaslookeddownuponmakingBaalism anofficialreligion.

5.NamesoftheCanaanitegodswerealsousedforYahweh.

6.ThesenamesofCanaanitegods,especiallyBaalweregiventoIsraelitechildren.

7.TheIsraelitesbegantooppressthepoor.

8.QueenJezebelcommandedthatallthealtarsofYahwehbedoneaway
with.ItresultedintothekillingoftheprophetsofYahweh.

9.TheCanaanitessacrificialsystem becamepartandparceloftheIsraeliteworship.

10.TheunityofIsraelwasinterferedwiththesplitofthekingdom intotwo.

Elijahfoughtagainstfalsereligion.
(1Kings18:17-46)

 AfterKingAhabmarriedJezebelthedaughter,theypurelyreliedonBaalprophets,
thusendangeringtheprophetsofYahweh,whotheyhadneglected.

 ItwasduringthisperiodwhentheprophetsofGodfacedhostilitythatGodsent
ProphetElijah.ElijahwillinglyacceptedtheinstructionofGodtogoandmeetKing
Ahab.

 AhabreferredtoElijahasatroublemakerofIsrael.Thiswasbecauseofthedrought
thatElijahhadpronouncedasGodsjudgmentduetoIsraelsunfaithfulness.

ContestatMountCamel
 ElijahrequestedtheKingtogatherallIsraeltogether,includingthe450Baal

prophetstoacontestatMountCarmel:thevineyardoftheLord.

 ThemainpurposeofthecontestwastoknowwhoisGod.

 Thetwoparties:BaalprophetsandElijah,weretocontest,therebyofferinga
sacrificeofabulltotheirrespectiveGod.TheGodwhocouldanswerbyfirewasto
beworshipped.

 Ahabthereforesummonedallthepeople,includingtheprophetsofBaaltoMount
Carmel.TheprophetsofBaalweregivenabull,whichtheyprepared,thencalled
uponthenameoftheirgod.

 Theyprayed,shoutedanddancedaroundthealtar,yettherewasnoresponse.

 Elijahmockedthem andaskedthem topraymuchlouder.Hetoldthem thatmaybe
theirgodwasoccupied,busy,onabusinesstriporheisasleep.

 TheBaalprophetsprayed,cutthemselveswithknivesuntiltheybled,butBaal
remainedmuteandgavenoresponse.

 Elijahthensummonedthepeopletomovecloserasherepairedtheabandonedaltar

ofYahwehwithmuchcourage.
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 HesetuptwelvememorialstonestorepresenteachofthetwelvetribesofIsrael.He

placedthesacrificeonthealtarandaskedthepeopletopourwateronit.Heprayed

totheGodofAbraham,IsaacandJacobtoprovethathewasthelivingGod.

 Firedescendedandconsumedthesacrificeandeverythingaroundit.

 ThepeoplethrewthemselvesonthegroundandworshippedtheLordasthetrue
Yahweh.

 ElijahkilledtheprophetsofBaal.Heannouncedthecomingofastorm.Clouds
formedandrainbeganfallingintorrents

LessonsthatChristianscanlearnfrom thecontest
1.YahwehisthetrueGodbroughtfirethatconsumedthesacrifices.

2.YahwehisapowerfulGodwhocontrolstheforcesofnature. Hebroughtrain.

3.HeisaholyGod.

4.HeismercifulandforgivingGod. HeforgavetheIsraeliteswhentheyrepented.

5.YahwehanswerspeoplesprayersforheansweredElijahsprayersbysendingfire.

6.Heistheproviderforheprovidedrain.

7.HeistheprotectorofhisservantslikeElijah.

8.HeisjealousGodwhodoesnotlikebeinglikenedtoidols.

9.Hepunishesthosewhodisobeyhiscommandments.

Elijahsfightagainstmoralcorruption.
1Kings21:1-29
 Corruptionisaform ofinjusticetowhichaninnocentpersonissubjected.

 AhabcovetedafruitfulvineyardofagreatfarmerbythenameNabboth,theJezrelite.

 Thefarm wasnexttoAhabspalace.AhabapproachedNabothandaskedhim ifhe
couldsellthevineyardinexchangewithanother.

 Nabothboldlyrejectedthisidea.Hecouldneithersellnorexchangetheproperty,
becauseitwasapropertybelongingtothefamily.

 Ahabbecamegloomyandevenlosttheappetiteofeating.WhenAhabrevealedthis
tohispaganwife:Jezebel,Jezebelworkedoutaquickplanofaction.

 SheforgedlettersintheKingsnameandsealedthem withtheKingsrubberstamp
andsentthem totheeldersofJezreel.

 ShehadaccusedNabothoftwogrievousfaultsi.e.blasphemyandtreason.

 GodthereforecommissionedElijahtopassjudgmentagainstAhab.
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 ThedivinejudgmentwasthatAhabsKingdom wasgoingtobedestroyed.Hisfamily
memberswoulddiethesamedeathasNaboth.

 Ahabwentdownonhisknees,putonasackclothasasignofrepentance.God
promisedtoeffectthepunishmentduringthereignofAhabssons.Ahabbrokethree
commandments:

 Youshallnotdesireyourneighboursproperty;Donotbearfalsewitness;andDonot
kill.

FormsofcorruptioninKenyatodayandhowtofightagainstthevice
1.Tribalism andNepotism
 Tribalism isthegivingoffavortothemembersofyourtribewhileNepotism isthe

givingoffavortothepeoplewhom youarerelatedto.
2.Bribery
 Thisispayingmoneyoranymaterialtobefavoredforwhatonedoesnotdeserve.
3.Cheatinginbusiness
 Examplesmallscaleisusedinmeasurementorhighchargesareputonanitem.
4.Stealingofmoneyorpropertyinworkplace.
5.Swearingfalselyinthecourtoflaws.
6.Misuseofpublicpropertyorfunds.
7.Grabbingofpersonalorpubliclandthroughtrickery.
WaysofFightingCorruption
1.Christiansneedtobecriticalthinkersi.e.weightheadvantagesanddisadvantages

andthenlookattheconsequences.

2.AChristianneedstobecreativeandfindwaysoftacklingissues.

3.Prayingforthecorruptpeopletochange.

4.Beingarolemodeli.e.nottakingpartincorruptdeals.

5.Preachingtothepeopleontheillsofcorruption.

6.Reportincidencesofcorruptiontorelevantauthority.

7.Encouragingpeopletoobservethelawsofthecountry.

ReasonswhyElijahfacedangerandhostility
1.HereprimandedAhabandhispeoplefortheworshipofBaal.

2.HecondemnedAhabforcovetingNabothsvineyardandkillinghim.

3.Hepronouncedathreeandahalfyearsperiodofdrought,afactthatannoyed
Ahab.

4.Hehadorderedthekillingof450Baalprophetsafterthecontest.

5.HehadannoyedJezebel,whointurnthreatenedtokillhim.

6.HewantedtostrengthenfaithinYahweh.
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7.Thefalseprophecyfrom theBaalprophetsmadethepeopleworkagainstElijah

HowElijahspropheticmissionisimportanttoaChristiantoday
1.Churchleadersshouldbecourageoustocondemnevilbeingcommittedinthe

societyjustlikeElijahfacedtheKingwhenheforgotthecovenantwayoflife.

2.ChristiansshouldavoidbearingfalsewitnessagainsttheirneighbourslikeJezebel

didtoNaboth.

3.ChristiansshouldlivealifeofprayerandGodwillalwaysanswertheirprayersjust

likeheansweredElijahsprayers.

4.Christiansmustbereadytoperform Godstaskhoweverharditmaybe. Elijahwas

giventhehardtaskofperformingdisasterinthenameofAhab.

5.Christiansneedtolivelifefreefrom corruption.

6.LeadersshouldnotusetheirpositionstooppresstheweakjustlikeAhabusedhis

powerasakingtooppressNaboth.

7.GodwillalwaysprotecthispeoplejustasElijahwasprotectedbyGodwhenJezebel

wantedtokillhim.

8.JustasElijahremainedfaithfultoGodinthetimesofhardship,Christianstherefore

needtohavefaithinGod.

9.ChristiansshouldfightfortherightsofthepoorjustasElijahfoughtfortherightsof

thepoor.

10.Christiansshouldavoidmodernform ofIdolatryatallcosts;theymustnotvalue

earthlythingsaboveGod.
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CHAPTER7
AFRICANCONCEPTOFGOD,SPIRITSANDANCESTORS

AFRICANRELIGIOUSHERITAGE
 Everyaspectoftheirlifewascontrolledbyreligion.
 TheybelievedintheexistenceofGodthattheyreferredtoindifferentnames.
 Theybelievedthateverythingintheworldbothlivingandnon-livingwerecreatedby

God.
 ThesestoriesthattrytoexplaintheoriginoftheeartharecalledMyths.
AfricanconceptofGod
 MostAfricancommunitiesbelievethat;
 Godisthecreator:forhecreatedthelivingandnon-living. Hecreatedallfrom

nothing.

 Godisall-powerful: Heistheonewhomakesallandhehasthepowerand

strengthoverallthings.(Omnipotent).

 Godisallknowing:(Omniscient). Thismeansthatnothingcanbehiddenfrom God.

 Godisgood:AllthatHecreatedis.

 GodisMerciful:lovingandjust.

 Godisholy: Goddoesnotmakemistakeandfailinanyway.

 Godistranscendent:(Heisbeyondhumanunderstanding;peoplerarelyhave

physicalrepresentationofGod).

 Godisallseeing:peoplebelievethatHehaseyesthatseeeverywhere.

 Godisomnipresent:forHeiseverpresentintheworldatthesametime.

 Godisspirit. Heisbelievedtobeinthespiritform andinvisiblebutHispresence

canbefelt.

 Godiseverlasting(eternal). Hewasthereatthebeginningandhewillbethereto

theend. Hesthesametoday,yesterdayandtomorrow.
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 Godistheproviderforheprovidesmanwithallthatmanneedstosustaine.g.

Bukusucalledhim WereKhakabameaningtheprovider.

Spirits
 Thespiritualworldisdominatedbyspiritualbeingsi.e.spiritsandthelivingdead.

 Therearegoodandbadspirits. TherearespiritsthatarecreatedbyGod;these

arecalleddivinities.

 Therearespiritsthatarebelievedtohavebeenhumanbeings. Thesearecalled

CommonSpirits.

 Somespiritsthatarebelievedtobeinchargeofnaturaloccurrencese.g.

earthquakes,lightning.

 Spiritsarebelievedtodwellintheunderworld;theseincluderiverbeds,rocksor

caves,mountains,valleys,lakes,forestse.t.c.

 Itisbelievedthatspiritswouldbeblownfrom onehomesteadtoanother. They

arealsobelievedtobemorepowerfulthanthelivingbutcanbemanipulatede.g.

divinersormediumsarebelievedtousethespiritsintheirwork.

 Communicationwiththespiritswasthrough

 Spiritsareconsultedthroughofferings,sacrifices,prayers,songsanddances.

 Shrinesarealsobuiltforthespirits.

 Thereisalsothepouringoutoflibations. However,thepracticesof

consultingGodthroughspiritshavebeengreatlyaffectedbyBiblicalteachings.

Theroleofspirits
 Someofthespiritsareconsultedbydiviners,mediumsandmedicinemen.

 Badspiritscouldbringmisfortuneamongstthepeople.

 Somespiritsareusedbymagicians,sorcerersandwitchestobringcalamities.

 Thespiritsalsoprovidepeoplewithexplanationtocertainstrangethingswhichthey

findintheuniverse.

 Religiousspecialistsconsultspiritsinordertofindacauseorsolutiontoaproblem.

 AspiritalsorelaysGodsresponsetohumanrequeste.g.duringcalamitiessuchas

famine,floods,drought.

 Spiritsarealsoconsultedbeforeseriousundertakingsuchaswars.Spiritsare

believedtobringvictory.

 Theycangivewarningtoimpendingdangers.
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Ancestors(livingdead)
 Theterm “livingdead”hasbeenusedtomeanapersonwhoisphysicallydeadbut

whosecharacterisstillactiveinmemoryofthosewhoknowhim.

 Suchapersonisbelievedtobealiveinthespiritworld.

 Ontheotherhand,ancestorscanbeusedtorefertothosewhohavebeenforgotten.

 ThelivingdeadarebelievedtobeBilinguali.e.theyspeakthelanguageoftheliving

deadandalsospeakthelanguageofthepeoplewithwhom theylivedwithuntil

recently.

 Theancestors(livingdead)actaslinkbetweenthelivingandGodandthereforeare

respectedandrememberedthroughnamingofthechildrenafterthem.

 Wheneveracommunityfeelsthattheancestorsarenotpleasedwiththem,they

wouldappeasethem throughtheactofofferingsacrifices.

 Thereisalsopouringofthelibations.

 Theyalsoshowrespecttothedeadbyhonouringtheirwillsandwishes.

 Thedeadarealsorememberedduringoccasionslikeinitiation.

 Theirnamesarealsoattimesmentionedinprayers.

 Thedeadarealsoconsultedthroughdivinersormedicinemenwheneveradecision

istobemade.

Roleofancestors
1.Actaslinkbetweenthelivingandthedead.

2.Ancestorshelptopreserveandsustaintraditionalstandardsofthecommunity.

3.Theyarealsousedtoregulatethebehaviourofthosewhoarestilllivinge.g.would

punishtheliving.

4.Theyprotecttheliving.

5.Giveinstructionstothefamilyaswhatshouldbedoneoncertainissuesaffecting

thefamily.

6.Theywarnofimpendingpunishmenttothosewhofailtocarryouttheirwishes.

7.Participateincommunityritualceremoniese.g.buryingthedead.

8.Ancestorsalsowelcomedthedeadintheworldofthelivingdead.
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Africanhierarchyofbeings
GOD

DIVINITIES

COMMONSPIRITS

LIVINGDEAD

HUMANBEINGS

ANIMALS&PLANTS

NON-LIVINGTHINGS
 TheAfricanunderstandingoftheuniverseisthatitconsistsoftwopartsi.e.visible

(earth)andtheinvisible,whichisthesky.
 Theuniversehasanorderinwhichthebeingsarearranged.

 InthehierarchyGodoccupiesthehighestposition. Heisthecreatorofthe

universe.

 BelowGodaredivinitieswhoarepersonalaidestoGod.

 Theycontrolmajorforcesofnature.

 Underdivinitiesthereiscommonspirit.Thesearespiritsofthosewhodiedlongago.

 Thefourthinthehierarchyarethelivingdeadwhoactastheintermediariesbetween

thelivingandGod.

 Thefifthinthehierarchyarehumanbeingswhoincludethosephysicallyaliveand

thoseyettobeborn.
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 Livingthingslikeanimalsandplantsmakeupthenextlevel. Humanbeingsuse

them asfood. TheyarealsousedassacrificesandofferingstoGod.

 SomeplantsandanimalsareregardedassacredincertainAfricancommunities.

 Atthebottom ofhierarchyarethenon-livingthings,whichincluderivers,lakes,

mountains,rocks,valleysandcaves

ResponsibilityofthelivingtowardsGod
 ThelivinghavealotofdutiestowardsGode.g.thelivinghavetheresponsibilityof

thankingGodforwhateverhehasdone.
 ThelivingalsohonorsGodthroughprayingtoHim andhonoringHim astheprovider.
 TheyalsosinganddanceinworshipofGod.
 ThelivingalsohonorGodthroughofferingofsacrificesandpeopleareexpectedto

takethebestoftheirflock.
 TheAfricansalsohavetorespectthenameofGodandisnottobementioned

carelessly.
 TheAfricansalsohavetheresponsibilityofteachingtheyoungonesaboutGod.
 ItisalsotheresponsibilityofthelivingtotakecareofGodscreatione.g.insome

Communitiesitisatabootokillyounganimals.
ResponsibilityofthelivingtowardsSpiritsandAncestors
 Allthelivinghastorespectthespiritsandancestors.
 Itisalsoresponsibilityofthelivingtoconsultthespiritworldintimesofneed.
 Thisisdonethroughreligiousspecialistssuchasdivinersandmediums.
 Thelivinghastohonorsacredplacese.g.caves,shrines,riverbeds,mountainetc.
 Thelivingalsoshowsconcernforthedeadbypouringoutthelibationandfood.
 Thelivingalsohonorsthewishesofthedead. Itisbelievedthatgoingagainsttheir

wisheswouldbringpunishment.
 Thepeoplehavetheresponsibilityoftakingcareofthecommunityslandasitis

believedthatlandbelongstothecommunity.
 Itistheirdutytoprotectthecommunitysculture. Thisculturewouldbepassed

from generationtogeneration.
Africanwaysofworship
 Worshipreferstoanactofshowingrespect,honorandloveforGod.
 ThemethodsofapproachingGoddifferfrom onecommunitytoanother.
1.Offeringofsacrifice:
 Itinvolvessheddingofbloodwhetherhumanbeings,birdsoranimals.Thesacrificial

animalsarecarefullyselected.Sacrificesareusuallyofferedbyreligiousspecialists
likethedivinersandpriests.Theyroasttheanimalandbelievethesmokereached
God.

2.Throughofferings:
 OfferingsaregiftsgiventoGodotherthanthosethatinvolvesheddingofblood.

Offeringincludethingslikefoodstuffsmilkorharvestfrom thefirm.
3.Throughprayers:
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 PeoplemayalsocommunicatetoGodthroughprayers.Africanprayersareusually
shortandtothepoint.Prayersareusuallyofferedbeforesacrifices.

4.Throughreligiousspecialists
 suchincludediviners,mediums,prophetsorelders.Thespecialistsactas

intermediariesbetweenthepeopleandthespirits
5.Throughsongsanddances.
 TheAfricansalsoworshipGodthroughsinginganddancingespeciallyduring

communalactofworship.

6.ThroughShrines:
 CommunalworshipiscarriedoutatparticularplacesknownasShrines.TheAgikuyu

haveasacredtreeknownastheMugumotree.OtherCommunitieshaveshrineslike
rocks,mountainsandcaves.

7.Pouringoflibation:
 ThisismeanttoappeaseGod. Beforeonestartseating,somefoodwouldbe

throwndownfortheancestors.
8.Throughancestralspirits.
 Ancestorsand thelivingdeadarebelievedtohavetohavealotofinfluenceon

the

living.

9.Throughspirits: PeoplewouldalsocommunicatewithGodthroughtheuseof
spirits.Thisisdonethroughdivinersandmedium.

AfricantraditionalwaysofveneratingancestorsandSpirits
 VenerationsimplymeansthewaysinwhichtheAfricansshowrespectandhonour

toGod.Theseinclude:

1.Offeringsacrifices
Thisisdonetomaintaingoodrelationshipbetweenthelivingandthedead.

2.Pouringoutoflibation
TheAfricanspourlibationstotheancestorsinform ofgrains,pieceofmeat,milkor
beer.
Invitingthem toparticipateinthecommunityritessuchasmarriage,birthand
burials.

3.Throughnaming
Somecommunitiesvenerateancestorsthroughnamingnewbornbabiesafterthem.

4.Callingtheirnamesinprayers
Theancestorsarealsoveneratedorcallingtheirnamesinprayers.

5.Givingthedeadadecentburial.
ThegravesofthedeadarewellmaintainedandtheBodyiscarefullyplacedinthe
grave.

6.Honoringthewillandwishesofthedead.
Itisbelievedthatifthewillandwishesarenothonored,thedeadwouldbringbad
omentotheliving.
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CHAPTER8
MEANINGOFLIFEANDITSWHOLENESSINTRADITIONAL

AFRICANSOCIETY
Meaningoflife
2)IntheAfricantraditionalsociety,lifeisbelievedtooriginatefrom God.
3)Lifealsoprogressfrom onestagetoanother.
4)Thereareritesofpassagethatonehastoundergo.Theseincludebirth,initiation,

marriageanddeath.
5)Lifealsocontinuesafterdeath;deathdoesnotmarktheendoflifebutisjusta

changeofstate. Whenonedies,hejoinstheworldofthelivingdead.
6)Lifeisalsoseenascommunal. Everybodyisapartoftheother.
7)Lifeisalsoconsideredtobemorepreciousandhighlyvalued. Nooneisallowedto

takethelifeofanother.
Africanunderstandingofcommunityandkinship
 Africancommunityisusedtorefertoagroupofpeopleoccupyingaparticular

geographicalarea,sharecommoninterestandpracticesasenseoftogetherness.

CharacteristicsofAfricancommunity
 Theyarepeoplewhoclaim acommonancestryandarerelatedbyblood.

 TheyliveinoneGeographicalarea.

 Aremadeupofsmallerunitscalledclan. Thesizeoftheclancoulddifferfrom one

totheother.

 Aclanismadeupofafamilywhoeitherarerelatedbybloodandmarriage.

 Acommunityhasdistinctbeliefs,customsandculturalpractices.

 Eachcommunityhasadistinctpoliticalandsocialorganization.

Kinshipsystem
 Kinshipreferstobeingrelatedtoanothereitherbybloodormarriage.
 InAfricantraditionalsociety,eachindividualisrelatedtotheother.
ImportanceofKinship
1)Kinshipsystem defineshowmembersrelatetooneanotheri.e.itgovernsbehavior

towardseachother
2)Kinshipbindstogethertheentirelifeofacommunity,thedepartedandthoseyetto

beborn.
3)Kinshiptiesassistpeopletolivepeacefullyandinharmonywithothers.
4)Kinshiptiesalsoprovidesecuritytoallconcerned. Allthememberscometogether

intimesofneed.
5)Italsoregulatesmarriagerelations,beforemarriageonehastofindthebackground

oftheother. Itisalsoatabootomarrycloserelative.Thetiereducescasesof
incest.
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6)Kinshipgivesindividualsasenseofbelongingsinceeveryoneisarelativeinoneway
ortheother,onefeelscomfortableinanycompany.

7)Kinshiphelpstopreventthespreadofhereditarydiseases.
8)Kinshiphelpstocareforthelessfortunatemembersofthesocietye.g.incasesof

death,thewholecommunitymourn.
9)Kinshipdefinesandenforcesdutiesandresponsibilitiesofindividuals.
10)Kinshipsystem providesthepeacefulwaysofsettlingdisputesinacommunityas

allaretreatedasbrothersandsisters.
FactorscontributingtoharmonyandMutualResponsibilityinAfricanTraditional
Societies
 IntraditionalAfricanSociety,everyindividualisrelatedtoall. Peoplehavedifferent

rolestoplayandeveryoneisconcernedaboutthewelfareoftheother.Thisis

broughtbythefollowingfactors:

1.DivisionoflabourinAfricansocieties,labourisdividedaccordingtosexes.

Grandparentsarechargedwiththedutyofcounselling. Grandmothersteachgirls

theirrolesandgrandfathersmaintainlawandorder

Youngunmarriedmenprovidesecurityinform ofwarriorswhileboyslookafterthe

animals. Girlstakecareofthebabiesandfetchfirewood.

2.Communalworship— prayersareofferedtoGodtothankHim forwhateverhehas

done. Prayersareofferedalsoduringtimeofcalamities. Prayersalsoconnect

thelivingandthedead.

3.LeisureActivities: Thisisthetimethatonehasathisdisposal. Suchoccasions

includebeerdrinking,wrestling,playingBao,singinganddancingetc.

4.Ritesofpassage: Theseareceremoniesthatareperformedtoagroupofpeople

tomarkimportantstagesoflife. Suchinclude:-BirthInitiationMarriageDeath

5.Spiritofsharing: InAfricanTraditionalCommunitythereisthespiritofsharingof

resourcesamongthemembersofacommunitye.g.food,beerdrinking.

6.Communalactivities: Peopleparticipateincommunalactivitiese.g.inthegarden

orwhenoneisbuildinganewhouse.

7.RulesandRegulations: Peopleinthecommunityaregovernedbyrulesand

regulations,whicharestrictlyfollowed. Thishelpstocontrolpeoplesbehaviours.

8.Religion: Peoplehavesomereligiousbeliefs,whichpromoteunity,andevery

communitybelievesintheexistenceofoneGod.

9.Sameancestry: Peopleofaparticularcommunitybelievethattheyhavethesame

origine.g.theAgikuyutheancestorsareMumbiandGikuyuwerecreatedbyNgai.

10.Landownership: Theancestrallandiscommunallyownedandnobodyisallowed

tosellit.Thisensuredthatnobodyremainedlandless.
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11.ExtendedFamily: Itensuresthatchildren,orphansandthewidowsarewelltaken

careofbytheothermembersoftheextendedfamily. Itcouldalsohelpinpayingof

thedowry.

12.Membersofacommunitycouldalsocometogetherwhendefendingthecommunity

againstoutsideinvaders.

CHAPTER9
RITESOFPASSAGEANDMORALVALUES

Ritesofpassage
 Theseareimportantstagesinlifethatonehastoundergo. Theyinclude;-

1.Birthandnaming

2.Initiation

3.Marriage

4.Death

 Theritesorceremoniesconductedonsuchoccasionsdifferfrom onecommunityto

another.

Mostoftheseceremoniesarereligious.

Birth
Pregnancy
 Thisisthefirststageinthelifeofaperson. Lifeisseentobeginfrom thetimeof

conceptionsinceunbornchildrenaretakenaspartofthecommunity.
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 Whenawomanlearnsthatsheispregnant,shebecomesveryhappyandshe

becomesaspecialpersoninthecommunityandreceivesspecialtreatment.

 Thisspecialtreatmentstartsbeforeandcontinuesafterchildbirth.

 Insomecommunities,marriageisnotrecognizedwithoutchildren. Thisshows

thatchildrensealsmarriage.

 Italsoshowsthatthewomanisfullyintegratedtothehusbandsfamily

 Therearecertainrulesandregulationssheisexpectedtoobserve. Theserules

woulddifferfrom onecommunitytoanother.

1.Insomecommunitiesassoonasawomanrealizessheisexpecting,sheandthe

husbandcompletelystopshavingsexualintercourseuntilafterbirth.

2.Expectantmothersareforbiddenfrom takingcertainfoodsforfearthatthese

foodscouldinterferewiththesafetyandhealthofthemotherandchilde.g.

amongtheAkambapregnantwomenarenotsupposedtoeatfats,beansor

animalskilledusingpoison.

3.Pregnantwomenarenotallowedtohandlecertaintypesoftools.Amongthe

AkambaandtheAgikuyu.Forexample,allweaponsandironimplementsare

removedfrom thehouseofanexpectantmother. Theybelieveironimplements

attractlightning.

4.Theyarenotsupposedtotakepartinheavydutiesorcarryheavyloads.

5.Insomecommunities,apregnantwomanreturnstoherparentswhenthetime

forgivingbirthdrawsnear.

6.Yetinsomecommunitieswhenawomanispregnantsheisnotallowedtotalkto

herhusbanddirectly. Theywouldonlyspeakthroughintermediaries.

7.Therearesocietieswhereprayersaremadetothemotherandthechild.

Actualbirth
 Duringbirththerearecertainritualsthatareperformedtointroducethechillstothe

immediateandextendedmembersofthefamily.
 Thepracticesvaryfrom onecommunitytoanother.
 Therearetraditionalmidwiveswhohelpindelivery.
 Themidwivesperform thefollowing:-

1.Theyadvisetheexpectantmotheronhowtotakecareofherself.

2.Themidwifealsomonitorsthedevelopmentofthefoetus.

3.Wouldprovidemedicalcaree.g.givingtheexpectantmothercertainherbs.
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4.Midwifecouldassistthemotherinactualdeliverytoensurethesafetyofthe

baby.

5.Theywouldalsoannouncethesexofthechild.

6.Themidwifechecksanyabnormalitiesonthebabiesatthecorrecttime.

7.Theycouldalsocleannewlybornbaby.

8.Sheorganizesthedisposaloftheplacenta(afterbirth).

9.Themidwifeadvisesonpost-natalcareofthemotherandthebaby.

 Differentcommunitieshavedifferentrulesonwherethedeliveryshouldtakeplace.
Insomecommunities,itmaybedoneintheforestwhileotherstheexpectant
motherwouldgobacktotheirparentswhileotherscouldalsobedoneinthehouse
ofthein-law.

 Menarenotallowedtogonexttothedeliveryplaces.
 Whenthebabyarrives,thesexofthebabyisannouncedbyululations. Thisshows

concernthattheyhaveforthechild.
 Theplacentaisdisposedofceremoniouslye.g.insomecommunitiesitisthrownto

uncultivatedlandtoshowfertility.
 Insomecommunitiesitwouldbethrowninrivers,forestinBananaplantations.
 Insomecommunitiese.g.Agikuyuumbilicalcordiskepttosymbolizethelink

betweenthemotherandthechild.
 Purificationritesareperformedforthemotherandthechildtomakethechildpure.
 Inmostcommunitiesthechildandthemotherarekeptinseclusionforanumberof

days,dependingonthesexofthebaby.
 Protectioncharmsaretiedaroundtheneckorthewaistofthechild.
 PrayersarealsoofferedtoGodforprotection.
 Thehairofthemotherandthechildisshaved. Thissymbolizesnewlife.
 Thenamingofthechildtakesplacesomedaysafterbirth. Thenamegivesthe

childidentity.
 Presentsaregiventothebabyandmotherasasignofgoodwill.
Importanceofseclusionperiod
1.Togivethemothertimetoheal.
2.Toprotectthechildfrom evileyes.
3.Togivethemotherinstructionsonhowtotakecareofthechild.
4.Itsymbolizeddeathandresurrection.
5.Boththemotherandthechildaregivencharmstoprotectthem.
6.Togivethemothertimetorecoverthelostenergy.
Naming
 Nearlyall-Africannameshaveameaning.

 Thenamingofachildisthereforeanimportantoccasion,whichisoftenmarkedwith

ceremonies.
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ImportanceofNaming
1.Naminggivesidentitytoapersonbeforeachildisgivenanamesheorheisnot

consideredashavingfullidentity.

2.Namesarealsogiveninhonourofancestors. Childrencouldbenamedaftertheir

deadrelatives.

3.Itisalsoawayofrememberingimportanteventsinthesociety.

4.Itisalsoasignofacceptanceofthechildrenintothenewfamily.

5.Namingceremoniesalsoprovideopportunitytoteachthecultureoftheyouth.

6.Namescouldalsodepictthecharacterofthechild.

7.Itisalsoaway ofshowingrespecttoGodforthegiftofthechildren.

8.Namingceremoniesalsobringunityamongthepeoplewheneveranewchildisborn,

membersofextendedfamilywouldcometocelebratetogether.

HowNamesaregiveninthetraditionalAfricansocieties
1.Somenamesaregivenaccordingtothetimeonewasborn.

2.Othernamescanbegivenaccordingtoimportanteventsthattakeplaceinthe

communitye.g.apersonbornduringlocustsinvasioncanbecalledAdedeamong

theLuo.

3.Othernamesmayalsorefertothecharacteristicsofthemotherspregnancyorthe

natureofdeliverye.g.amongtheLuoapersonwhocomesoutwiththeplacenta

wouldbecalledObieroorAwino.

4.Othernamescanrefertoplaceofbirthe.g.amongtheKisii,apersonborncrossing

therivercouldbecalledKwamboka.

5.Somereflecttheconditionofweatherorseasonatthetimeofbirth.

6.Othersreflecttheproblemstheparentsfacede.g.achildbornafteralongperiodof

childlessmarriageiscalledOgwedhiamongtheLuo.

7.Somenamesaregivenintheremembranceofthedepartedrelatives. Itisbelieved

thatthedeadrelativescontinuetolivethroughchildren.

8.Twinsarealsogivenspecialnamese.g.OpiyoandOdongoamongtheLuo.

Changingattitudestobirthandnaming
1.Thebirthofachildisnolongeracommunalaffairbutafamilyaffair.

2.Majorityofwomentodaygivebirthinhospitals.

3.Themotherandthechildisnolongersecluded.
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4.Manyoftheritualsthatwereperformedtothemotherandthechildaretodayseen

asunnecessary.

5.ManypeopletodayacquireChristiannames.

6.Theattitudeoftheparentstowardsthesexofthechildisalsochanging.

Initiation
 Thisisthesecondmajorimportantstageinoneslife.
 Initiationriteshavecertainsymbolicmeanings. Thereareseveralformsof

Initiation;theseinclude:
 Circumcision
 Clitoridectomy— Femalecircumcision.
 Removalofteeth.
 Piercingoftheear.
 Markingofthebody(scarification)

 Duringinitiation,theinitiatesareremovedfrom therestofthecommunity.
 Theywouldstayovernightandthefollowingdaytheywouldgotobatheintheriver

withcoldwater.
 Thebathingsymbolizesthebeginningofanewstateinlife.Courageisusually

praised.
 Afterthecuttingoftheskin,theinitiatesareputinspecialhutsforaperiodoftime.
 Duringthisperiodofseclusion:-

 Theyaregiventimetoheal.

 Theyaretaughtaboutmoralsofthesociety.

 Theyaremadeawareoftheirresponsibilitiesinadulthood.

 Theyarealsogivenspecialinstructionsthatpreparethem formarriagelife.

 Theyaretaughtsecretsofthesociety.

ImportanceofInitiation
1)Itmarkschangefrom childhoodtoadulthood. Beforeinitiation,oneisviewedasa

childnomattertheage.

2)Itisasignofbelongingtothesocietyoridentification.Beforeinitiationoneisnot

fullyconsideredbelongingtothecommunity.

3)Afterinitiationoneisnowfreetomarryandhasarighttoinherithisfathersproperty.

4)ItshowsanactofbraveryandhardshiponeIstomeetinlife.

5)Itbringspeopletogether;relativesandfriendscometogetherhencestrengthening

kinshipties.

6)Itsymbolizestheunionbetweenthelivingandthedead.Thebloodthebindsthe

initiatesandancestors.
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7)Duringinitiationtheinitiatesaregivenspecialinstructionsthatpreparethem for

futurelife.

8)Theyoutharerituallyintroducedtothecommunalliving. Peopleofthesameage

setconsiderthemselvesasbrothersandsisters.

Changingattitudestowardsinitiationrites
 SincetheintroductionofChristianityandwesternculturepeoplesattitudetowards

initiationriteshavechanged.

1.Seclusionnowadaysisnotverypossiblebecauseoflimitedtime.

2.Itisnotpossibletogatherinitiatestogetherinsomecommunities.

3.Circumcisioniscarriedoutattimesinhospitalsforhealthreasons.

4.Thecelebrationthatmarkedtheendofinitiationisslowlydyingoutduetoeconomic

constraints.

5.Todayinitiationisnotdoneatparticularstageinlife. Somearecircumcisedwhen

theyarestillinfants.

6.SomecommunitieshaveabandonedinitiationriteslikeamongtheLuo,removalof

sixlowerteethisapracticeofthepast.

7.Circumcisionofthegirlsisapracticethathasbeenwidelycondemnedforhealth

reasons.

Whythepracticefemalecircumcisionisdyingout.

 ItisagainstChristianteachingoncircumcisionbecauseGodinstructedAbraham to
 Itlowersthedignityoftheindividual(dehumanizing)
 OnecancontractdangerousdiseasessuchasHIVandAIDS.
 Itcausesphysicalinjurytothevictim.
 Caninterferewithanindividualsreproductivesystem.
 Alotofbleedingcanleadtothedeathofanindividual.
Marriage
 Thisisthethirdritethatanindividualisexpectedtogothroughinlife. After

initiation,onehastherighttomarry.

 Duringinitiationtheyoungadultsaretaughtmattersrelatingtosexandadulthood.

 Everyonehasanobligationtomarryorgetmarried.

Importanceofmarriage
1)Marriageisforthecontinuityofthesocietyandisaninstitutionthatisordainedby

God.
2)Itisthroughmarriagethatchildrenareborntothecommunity.
3)Marriageraisedthestatusofthecouplesoncesomebodywasmarriedhewasgiven

alotofrespect.
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4)Marriageextendedrelationshipandthereforeenlargedkinshipties.
5)Marriagewasasourceofwealthforthefamily. Girlsbroughtwealthinform of

cattletomarriage.
6)Marriagebroughtunityinthesociety. Marriageceremoniesbroughtpeople

togetherastheycametogethertorejoice.
7)Childrenbornoutofmarriageinherittheirparentsproperty.
8)Childrenmademarriagecomplete. InthetraditionalAfricanCommunity,marriage

wasconsideredincompletewithoutchildren.
9)Childrenbornoutofmarriagealsoprovidesecuritytothehomes.
10)Marriagealsounitesthelivingandthedead.
11)Throughmarriage,thelivingdeadandthoseyettobebornarebroughttogether.
12)Marriageenablesonetoassumeleadershiprules
13)Marriageensuresthatchildrenarenotbornoutsidewedlock.
14)Marriagebringscompletenessinaperson. Oncesomebodyismarriedhegotfully

integratedtothesociety.
Choosingofamarriagepartner
 Thisdiffersfrom onecommunitytoanother.

 Insomecommunitiesthechoiceismadebytheparents. Thiscanbeginasearly

aschildhoodorbeforethechildrenareborn.

 Insomeinstances,agobetweenwouldbeusedtoidentifyasuitablepartner.

 Attimesforcecouldbeappliedtogetareluctantyounggirlmarrythepartner.

 Insomesocietiesitisyoungpeoplethemselveswhomaketheirownchoicesand

afterwardsinformstheirparentsaboutit.

 Insomecases,ifamanismarriedandwantsanotherwifehisfirstorotherwives

wouldbeinvolvedinmakingtheproposal.

 Insomecommunitiesifawomanisbarren,shewouldbringanotherwomantobring

childrenonherbehalf.

 Amockwrestlingsometimeswouldbeorganizedbetweentheboyandthegirl.

 Attimesgirlscouldbegiventorepaydebts.

 Insomecommunities,girlsaregiventokingsorchiefsasgifts.

 Oncetheproposalsaremade,theparentsandrelativeswouldbeginmarriage

negotiations. Ifthereisagreement,thismarksthebeginningofcourtshipperiod.

Importanceofcourtship
1.Itgivesthecoupletimetostudythecharacterofthepartner

2.Courtshipgivesthetwofamiliestimetoprepareinadvancefortherealmarriage.

3.Italsogivesthem timetofindoutthebackgroundofthepartnerse.g.tofindoutif

theyarerelated.
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4.Itgivesthemansfamilytimetoprepareforthedowrypayment.

5.Duringthisperiod,thecouplesaregivenspecialinstructionsthatpreparethem for

marriagelife.

6.Itcementstherelationshipbetweenthetwofamiliesthroughtheexchangeofgifts.

 Oncethenegotiationsareoverthendowrypaymentwouldbegin.

Significanceofdowrypayment
 Thecustom ofpayingpersonalgiftstothebridespeopleispracticedalloverAfrica

sometimesreferredtoasBridewealthorBrideprice. However,itisnotaform of

paymentasismistakenbyothers.

 Dowryisimportantinthat:

1.Itisatokenofappreciationinthepartofthebridegroomspeopletothoseofthe

brideforthecareoverher.

2.Itisawayofcompensatingthebridesfamilyforthelossofamember. Thegift

replacesherremindingthefamilythatshehasleftherpeopleyetsheisnotdead.

3.Paymentofdowryshowshowthebridegroom valuesthewife.

4.Dowrysealsmarriage,beforedowryispaidmarriageisconsideredasincomplete.

5.Thegiftsalsoactassecurityincasethemarriagebreaksthenthegiftscouldbe

returned.

6.Itcouldalsoshowhowthebridegroom iscapableoftakingcareofthebride.

7.Itisalsoasymbolicactofbreakingthebridecompletelyfrom thestateofunmarried

life— oncedowryispaidshebecomesfullandmatureperson.

Weddingceremony

 Afterthenegotiationtheweddingceremoniesarearranged.
 Theyaremanytypesoftheweddingceremonies.
 Peoplecouldgatherandbeerwouldbetakenthusisasymboloffriendship.
 Insomecommunitiesitwouldlastforseveraldays.
 Inothersthebridegroom anditspartyhavetofightthebridespartyinordertoget

her.
 AmongtheLuothebridecouldbeaccompaniedbyherothersistersandonthefirst

night,thepeoplewouldwitnessthebreakingofvirginity.
 Awhitebedsheetisspreadthisistocollectbloodduringthebreakingofvirginity.
 Thegirlswouldtakebackthesheetwithalotofululationandrejoicingandonegirl

wouldremainbehindtostudythecharacteroftheman.
 Virginityishighlyvaluedandgirlswhoarenotfoundvirginareridiculed.
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 Insomecommunitiessuchagirlwouldbestabbedbyanarrowandkilledwhilein
othersshewouldbemarriedtoanoldman.

 However,dowrypaymenthasbeenhinderedbyseveralfactorstodaye.g.
1.Economichardships— manypeoplearenotabletoraisemoneytopaydowry.

2.Dowrypaymentisnolongeracommunalaffairbutanindividualaffair.

3.Marriagehasbeencommercialized-manypeopledemandhigherpaymentfor

theirdaughter.

4.Therehasbeenalotofinterferencefrom Christianreligiousbeliefs.

5.Moderneducationandwesternculturehasaffecteddowrypaymentinthatmany

educatedattachlittlevaluetodowrypayment.

6.Thepermissivesocietyhasalsoencouragedtrialmarriages.

7.Therearealsocasesofinter-tribalmarriages.

8.Manypeoplehavemigratedtotownswherepeoplecomefrom different

backgrounds.

Changingattitudestowardsmarriage

1.Westerncultureandeducationhasreallyaffectedmarriage.

2.Marriageisnolongeramustandmanypeopledecidenottomarry.

3.Virginityisnothighlyvaluedandmanypeoplebreaktheirvirginityatstageof

adolescence.

4.Todaychoosingofamarriagepartnerisindividualizedandtheparentsdonowadays

notchoosethemarriagepartner.

5.Todaymarriageisforcompanionshipanditisconsideredtobecompleteevenif

therearenochildren.

6.PolygamywaspreferredinAfricanTraditionalsocietiesbuttodaymanypeople

prefermonogamymarriagemainlyduetoeconomichardship.

7.Bridewealthhaslostitsoriginalmeaningandhasbeencommercialized.

Measuresthataretakentomakesurevirginityispreserved

 Virginityishighlyvaluedandagirlismeanttopreservehervirginityuntilmarriage.

 Earlymarriagesareencounteredtoreducefornication.

 Therearestrictrulesandtaboosgoverningsex.

 Thosewhoabusesexareheavilypunished.
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 Polygamyisencouragedforsexualsatisfactionformen.

 Duringseclusionthereissexeducation,whichismeantforgirlsandboysfor

marriage.

 Boysandgirlsarenotallowedtomixfreelyunlessundersupervision.

 Divorceandseparationarediscouraged.

 Thepurposeofsexispurelyforprocreationhencethisdiscouragedsexbefore

marriage.

 Eldersactasrolemodelstotheyouthi.e.childrenbornoutofwed-lockarekilledor

abandoned.

Death
 Deathisthelastriteinoneslifeandunlikeotherriteslikeinitiation,naming. Itis

fearedandmarkedwithalotofsorrow.Thisisbecause;

1 Itisunavoidable.Thatisonecannotescapeit

2 Itbringsimpuritytothefamilyandthusseveralritesareobservedafterdeath

3 Itdeprivesthefamilyandthecommunityoftheindividual.

4 Itdisruptsnormalhumanactivities.

5 Itcomesunannounced.Itdoesnotgivewarning.

6 Itseparatesonefrom thelovedones.

7 Nobodyknowswhathappensafterlifeonearthhere.

8 Itbringspovertytothefamilyinvolvedassometimesittakesthebreadwinner

9 Attimesitbringsmisunderstandinginthecommunitywhenthecauseofdeathis
blamedonsomeoneorsomepeople.

 Itisbelievedthatafterdeathonecontinuestoliveinthespiritworldandtherefore

thedeadrelativesaretobegivendescentburialsothattheycannotharm theliving.

 Deathalwaysstrikesunexpectedly. Deathisbelievedtobeanextjourneytothe

worldofthespirits.

 Ritualsassociatedwithdeathvaryfrom onecommunitytoanother.

 IntheAfricanunderstanding,itisbelievedthatthereisnonaturaldeath. Death

must haveacause.

 Therearephysical(visible)causesofdeathandreligious(invisible)causes.

Physicalcausesofdeath
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1)Mothersandchildrenwoulddieatchildbirthtocaseswherethereisnoskilled

mid-wife.

2)Diseasessuchasepidemicswouldkillpeople.

3)Peoplecouldalsodieduetoshortageoffood.

4)Therearealsoaccidentaldeathse.g.attackbywildanimals.

5)Otherswouldalsobekilledforcrimessuchasmurder.

6)Yetotherscouldalsodieduetooldage.

Religious(invisible)causesofdeath

Theyincluded:

1.Acursebyaseniorrelative.Ifonefailstoshowrespecttosuchseniors.

2.Onecouldalsodieduetobreakingatabooinsuchinstanceselderswould

identifytheoffenderandperform anactofcleansing.

3.Acursebythecommunity.

4.Angeringthelivingdeadandthespiritse.g.ifapersonmaynothavebeenburied

properly.

5.Takingoathsfalsely.

6.DishonouringorinsultingGod.Thesecouldbethroughwordsordeeds.

7.Magic,sorceryandwitchcraft.Thedegreeofwhichwitchcraftasacauseof

death isemphasizedvariesfrom onecommunitytoanother.

8.Somepeoplebelievecastingofanevileyewouldcausebodilyharm to

somebody.

Deathrites
 Whenapersondies,membersofthefamilygatheratthehomeofthedeceasedand

leavetheireverydaycommitmentsforawhile.

 Thereiswailinginthehousetoshowhowthefellowwasdeartothem.

 Insomecommunitiesthereisfeastinganddrinkingofbeer.

 Thecorpseiswashedusingwater. Thisismeanttosenditcleanintotheworldof

thelivingdead.

 Ifitisaman,thewifeissupposedtostayaroundthecorpseamongthem show

clearlyshewouldmissthehusband.
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 Incertaincommunities,pregnantwomenandchildrenarenotallowedtogonear

touchthecorpsetoavoidmisfortunes.

 Thegraveisduginaspecialplacee.g.amongtheLuothemanisburiedattheright

andwomanisburiedtheleft.

 Thebodyiscarefullyplacedinthegravefacinganappropriatedirectionaccordingto

thecustomsofthepeople.

 AmongtheLuoanimalsaredrivenoverthegraveside,peopleruninthehomestead

withspears. Thismeansthattheyarelookingfordeathtokillit.

 Othersburythedeadwithpropertywithabeliefthattheywouldcontinuetouse

them inthenextworld.

 Afterburial,closerelativesshavetheirhairasasignthatoneofthemembershas

beenseparatedfrom andforcleansingimpurities.

 Thenewhairthatgrowsshowsthebeginningofnewlife.

Changingattitudetowardsdeathrites

 Someofthedeathandfuneralritesarestillbeingpracticedhoweversomeare

slowlydyingout.

1.Todaythedeadcanbeburiedincemeteriesintowns. Thismaybedueto

urbanizationandeconomicconstraints.

2.Someofthecelebrationslikebeerdrinkingareslowlydyingout.

3.Peoplewhohavebecomeeducatedconsidertheshavingofthehairunnecessary.

4.ThebeliefinChristianityhasalsoaffectedtraditionalbeliefsindeathtobelieve

thatdeathisagatewaytoheavenandthereisresurrectionofthebody.

ReligiousspecialistsinthetraditionalAfricancommunity
 Theyarethosewhoarebelievedtobeendowedwithspecialpowers. Theyare

expertsinparticularreligiousfields.Theyinclude:

1.Rainmakers

2.Divinersandmediums

3.Elders

4.Priests/prophets

5.Blacksmiths

 Thereligiousspecialistsacquiretheirskillsthrough:-
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(i)Inheritancefrom arelative

(ii)Throughsupernaturalpowers

(iii)Throughapprenticeship

(iv)Throughdreamsandvision

(v)Throughobservationandpractice

Medicinemen
 Theyhavetheknowledgeofhealingcertaindiseasesinthecommunity. Theirroles

includethefollowing:

1.Theyactascounsellorsandguidethepeopleonallissuesoflife.

2.Theyalsoplaytheroleofpriestsandprayforpeople.

3.Theyhealvariousdiseasesusingherbs.

4.Themedicinemenleadthecommunityinreligiousrituals.

5.Theydriveawaywitchesandevilspirits.

6.Theycouldalsowarnofimpendingdanger.

7.Theycouldalsogiveaidtoincreaseproductivitye.g.inwomen.

 Thetraditionalhealersarestillimportanttodayespeciallytothosewhohadletdown

bymedicineprescribedbydoctors.

 Peoplelikepoliticiansandstudentsconsultmedicinementosucceedinthecareers.
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 Someherbalistshavebeenlegalizedbythegovernmentandhaveopenedclinicse.g.

Makini.

Challengesfacingherbalists
1.Theyfacechallengesfrom medicalpractitionerswhoarguethattheyshouldgofor

formaltraining.

2.Thereisnoproperdosageoftheherbs.

3.Thereisalotofsecrecysurroundingtheknowledgeofherbs.

4.SometimespeoplemistakethattheyarewitchdoctorsespeciallyChristians.

5.Theyarethosewhodonotbelieveintraditionalmedicine.

6.Duetode-forestation,someherbsarebecomingextinct.

7.Herbalistsfinditdifficulttocarryoutresearchduetofinancialconstraints.

Rainmakers
 RainintraditionalAfricaisunderstoodtocomedirectlyfrom God.
 Rainmakersarespecialpeoplewhohavetheabilitytomakerain.Theyalsohavethe

abilitytostoprain.
 Rainmakersobservethebehaviorofinsects,birdsandanimalstopredictthenature

ofrain.
 Theycouldalsoobservetheweatherconductionandinterpretthemovementof

cloudsandwind.
 Theycouldalsofeeltheirbodysensestopredictrain.
 Todaymanypeopledonotbelieveinrainmakers. Therearemeteorologistswho

predicttheweatherconditions.

Mediumsanddiviners
 Mediumsarepeoplethroughwhichancestorsandspiritscommunicatewiththe

living.

 Divinersarepeoplewhoarebelievedtohavetheabilitytorevealhiddenthingsby

useofmagicalpowers

Roleofmediumsanddivinersinthesocieties
1.Mediumslinktheliving,spiritsandtheancestors.

2.Theygiveinformationconcerningcause,natureandtreatmentofdiseases.

3.Divinersalsohavereligiousfunctionsandperform dutiesofpriestssuchasoffering

ofsacrifice.

4.Theyhavetheabilitytoforetellwhatwouldhappeninthefuture.

5.Theyarealsoconsultedintermsofcrisise.g.drought,famineetc.
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6.Theyplaytheroleofcounsellorsandadvisorstothecommunity.

7.Theycanalsoreveal-hiddeninformatione.g.adivinerwouldbecalledwhen

somethingwasstolen.

Relevanceofdivinersandmedicinementoday
1.DivinersandMediumsarestillimportantinKenyatoday. Theyareconsultedin

caseswherewesternmedicinehasfailed.

2.Somestudentsalsoconsultthem tosucceedinexamsandcareer.

3.Theyarefortune-tellersandpalm readers.However,theinfluenceofmediumsand

divinershasbeenaffectedbyChristianity,whichisagainstconsultinganypower

apartfrom God.

4.Somepeoplewhofalselyclaim tobedivinerstodaysimplyexploittheignoranceof

thepeople.

5.Modernscienceandtechnologyalsodiscouragepeoplefrom believingmystical

powers.

6.Thereisproblem ofcorrectdosageoftraditionalmedicine.

7.Manyofthetraditionalmedicinemenarenotwillingtodivulgeinformationtoothers

(alotofsecrecysurroundingtraditionalmedicine)

8.Thosewhoareeducatedalsodonotbelieveinthepowersofdivinersandmediums.

9.Thepracticehasalsobeenaffectedbybeliefinconventionalmedicine.

Priests/prophetsorseers
 Theseareotherreligiousspecialistswhoplayaspecialroleasintermediaries

betweenGodandhumanbeings.

 Theycanforetellthefuturebyreceivingvisions,dreamsorwordsfrom God.

Roleofpriests,prophetsandseers
1.TheyactasintermediariesbetweenGodandhumanbeings.

2.Theyactasjudgesincertaincircumstances.

3.Theyalsodotheworkofadvisorse.g.couldadviceonwhentogotowar.

4.Theycanforetellthefuturee.g.theoutcomeofawar

5.Theymayreceivemessagesfrom thespiritsandancestors.

6.Theyleadpeopletocommunalprayerintimeofcrisis.

7.TheyalsoleadthecommunityinofferingsacrificestoGod.
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8.Prophetsorpriestsalsohavepoliticalrolee.g.theyareconsultedbeforeinstallation

ofanewkinginsomecommunities.

Theirrelevancetoday
1.Somepeoplestillconsultprophetsonseers— somecouplesmayconsultincase

ofbarrenness.

2.Somepeoplealsoconsultthem beforemakingimportantdecisionse.g.politicians.

3.However,theroleofthesetraditionalreligiousleadershasbeengreatlyaffectedby

influenceofChristianity,westerncultureandformaleducation.

4.Religiousleaderssuchasbishopandpastorhavereplacedtheirduties.

Elders
 Theyarepeoplewhoareelderlyinsociety.Theyareseniormembersofthe

community.

 Theyareimportantbecausetheyhavealotofexperience.

 Responsibilityofelders:

1.Theyhelpinthesettlementofdisputes.
2.Theyareconcernedwithmaintenanceoflawandorderinthecommunity.
3.Theypresideoverimportantoccasionssuchasinitiation,plantingandmarriage.
4.Theyensurethevaluesandcultureofthecommunityisobserved.
5.Theyhelptheprieststoperformingcertainritualssuchassacrifices.
6.Theygivedirectiononfuneralceremoniesandadviseonwhatshouldbe
7.Theyoverseethedivisionofpropertyinthecommunityafterdeath.
8.Theynegotiateforpeaceintimeofwarwithanothercommunity.
9.Theyactasacourtoflawtoerrantmembersofthesociety.
10.Theygiveinstructionstotheyoungergenerationontheirrolesandduties.
11.Theycounselandguidetheyouthonmattersofsexandmarriage
Whyguidingandcounselingwasdonebyelders
1.Theywerebelievedtohavealotofexperienceinlife.

2.Theyoutharebelievedtobefreewiththem.

3.Thehousesofgrandparentsform theirsleepingplaces.

4.Theyareregardedashonest.

5.Theyarebelievedtobefullofwisdom.

6.Theyarefreemostofthem andcangettimefortheyoungergeneration.

Problemsthattheelderlyfacetoday
1.Theelderlyarephysicallyinactive.

2.Mostofthetimetheysufferfrom oldagediseases.
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3.Theyareneglectedbytheirchildrenespeciallythoseworkinginthetowns.

4.Theydonothavegoodfoodoraccommodation.

5.Peoplewhohavegonetoschoolseetheagedasoldfashioned(generationgap)

6.Theyattimessufferfrom lonelinessandpsychologicalproblems

Howtheagedaretakencareoftoday
1.Thegovernment,thechurchandNGOshavebuilthomesfortheaged.

2.Thegovernmenthasalsosetupinsuranceandpensionschemestoenablepeople

whoareemployedcontinuetogetadecentlifeafterretiremente.g.N.S.S.F.

3.Thechurchalsogivesthem food,andclothingandtheirdailyneeds.

4.Therearecounsellorsthatgivetheagedhopeandlove.

CHAPTER10
AFRICANMORALVALUES

Africanmoralvalues
 InthetraditionalAfricancommunities,peoplelearnthemoralvaluesthroughevery

daysactivitiesandthrougheducationprovided.
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 Theeducationprovidedisalifelongprocess. Itstartsatbirthandcontinues

throughtodeath.

1.Obedience/loyalty. Atchildhoodchildrenaretaughttoobeyparentsandtheelderly.

Throughthis,theybelievedtheycouldreceiveblessings.

2.Respect. Youngpeoplearetrainedtohaverespectforothersandself-respect.

3.Honesty.Youngmenaretaughttobehonestinalltheirundertakings. Forexample,

honestyisexpectedinmarriage.

4.Courage. Theyoutharetaughttobecourageousinordertobeabletoface

challengesinlifee.g.thepaintheinitiatesunderwent.

5.Hardworking. Everybodyinthecommunityisexpectedtoworkhard. Thosewho

arelazyareridiculed.

6.Patriotism. Youngmenaretaughttodevelopself-loveandloveforthecommunity

itprovidesasenseofbelonging.

7.Thespiritofsharing. Throughthekinshipsystem,peoplelearntheimportanceof

sharingwhattheyhavewithothers.

8.Responsibility. Younginitiatesaretrainedtoberesponsiblehusbandsandwivesin

future.

9.Generosity. Indifficulttimessuchasduringfamine,thosewhohavesharewhat

theyhavewiththeirrelatives.

10.Thankfulness. PeoplelearntobethankfultoGod,parents,relativesandone

another

ContinuityandchangeinAfricanunderstanding
 Todaymanypeopletalkofthewaythingsweresometimesbackmanyfactorshave

affectedtheAfricanculture.

 MostofthesechangesinmostcasesareinconflictwiththeAfricancustoms.

1.Thesechangeshavebeenbroughtaboutby:-

2.Economye.g.theintroductionofmoneyeconomy.

3.Urbanization: Wherepeopleofdifferentculturesinteractwithoneanother.

4.Thedevelopmentsinscienceandtechnology.

5.Religion:Africansnowgetidentifiedwithnewgroupingse.g.fellowChristians.

6.Theintroductionofformaleducation,whichhaspromotednewloyaltiesbasedon

newsocialstatus,academicandprofessionalqualification.
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7.Politics: Newpoliticalsystemsandformsofgovernmenthavechangedthe

traditionalcommunity.

Land
 InthetraditionalAfricansociety,peoplehadalotofattachmenttoland.

 Thiswasbecause:

 Africansbelievethatlandwasgiventothem byGod.

 Itisasourceoffoodforthepeopleandtheanimals.

 Itwasusedtoburythedead,thespiritswerebelievedtodwellonlandorbelow

theground.

 Landwasalsoasourceofmedicineintheform ofherbsandminerals.

 Thelandwasbelievedtobelongtotheancestorsandnobodywasallowedtosell

orleaseitoutwithouttheconsentoftheothermembersofthefamily.

 Thelandbelongedtothewholecommunity.

 Landwasalsothehabitatofpeople,animalsandplants.

 Assuchdisputesoverlandownershipwererare,thisisbecause:-
1.Landwasownedbythecommunity. Itwasasignedtoindividualsbytheelders.

2.Therewereclearguidelines,rulesandregulationsontheuseandownershipofland.

3.Thosewhodidnothavewereassistedtoacquirepropertybythecommunity.

4.Thecommunitydisciplinedthosewhoshowedtraitsofgreedoverownershipof

property.

5.Therewasalotoffairnessinthedistributionofproperty.

6.Lazinesswascondemnedorpunishedtoensurethatpeopleownedwhattheyhad

actuallyworkedfor.

7.Thewishesofparentsandthedeadwerehonoured.

8.PeopleinthetraditionalAfricancommunitieswereafraidofacquiringproperty

unlawfullyforfearofcurse.

Changesthathaveaffectedlandownership

 Todayitsarequirementbythegovernmentthatonemustpossessalandtitledeed.
 Thereisindividualownershipofproperty. Landisownedbyindividuals.
 Manypeoplehavemovedandhavesettledinforeignlands,whicharenottheir

ancestrallands.
 Withtheintroductionofmoneyeconomy,itispossibletosellland.
 Peopledonothavealotofattachmenttoland,asthereareothermeansofsurvival.
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 Therearecasesofdestructionoflandandenvironmentthroughdumpingofwastes.
 Somepiecesoflandarebeingregardedaspublicland.
Ownershipofpropertyandwealth
 InthetraditionalAfricancommunityanythingthatwasownedisreferredtoaspart

ofpropertyorwealth. Propertycouldbeownedbycommunity,individualsor

families.

 Thosewhohadnotbeeninitiatedwerenotallowedtoownproperty.

 Therewasfairdistributionofwealthtoeventhosewhodidnothave.

 Womenwerenotallowedtoownproperty. Infact,awomanwaspartofthe

propertyoftheman. Wealthwasseenintermsof:

 Manychildren

 Manywives

 Largetractsofland

 Largeherdsofcattle.

Waysofacquiringwealthinthetraditionalsocieties

1.Throughinheritance
2.Paymentofdowry
3.Throughraidingothercommunities
4.Throughhardwork
5.Asagiftfrom God.
Changesthathaveaffectedownershipofpropertyandwealth

 Womenandchildrenareallowedtoownproperty.
 Peopletendtobeindividualized.
 Somepeopleacquirewealththroughdishonestmeanse.g.bribery,robberyand

stealing.
 Wealthisnolongerdeterminedintermsofthenumberofwivesorchildren.
 Theintroductionofmoneyeconomyhasreducedthevalueofland.
 Peoplewritewillstoshareordecidewhoshouldinherittheirproperty.
 Propertycanbeownedoutsideonesancestralhome.
 Landcannowbesoldorauctioned.
Widowsandorphans
 Awidowisawomanwhosehusbandisdead.
 Anorphanisachildwhosebothparentsaredead.
 InmostAfricancommunitiesawidowwasinheritedbythehusbandscloserelatives.
 Itwasacommonbeliefthatawomanbelongedtothewholecommunity.
 Wifeinheritanceensuredthatthelatemansfamilywouldnotsuffer.
 Thechildrenbornafterhisdeathwerestillreferredtoashis.
 Achildwhoremainedanorphanwaseasilyadoptedintoanotherfamily.
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 However,thepracticeoflookingafterwidowsandorphansisdyingout.
Problemsexperiencedbywidowsandorphans
1.Theysufferfrom lackofcompanybecausetheyfeelabandoned.
2.Somewidowsandchildrenarenotacceptedorwelcomedintheirnewhomes.
3.Theysufferfrom psychologicalandemotionalproblems
4.Sometimeswidowsfacelackofessentialssuchasfood.
5.WifeinheritancehasbecomeriskyduetoHIV/AIDS.
6.Thewifeororphanssometimesgetmistreated.
7.Sometimestheorphansandwidowshavetheirpropertydestroyedorsnatched.
8.Widowsandorphansfeeldehumanized.
Howthewidowsandorphansaresupported
 Churchmembersofferthem guidanceandcounseling(givingthem hope)
 Theyareprayedfor.
 Theyaregivenfinancialassistance.
 Thegovernmentandchurcheshavebuilthomesforthem
 Theyaregivenfoodetc.
 Theyarekeptcompany.
 Thegovernmentassistswidowstogettheirhusbandsbenefits.
 Religiousorganizationsassistwidowstostartincomegeneratingprojects.
Leisure

 Leisureisthefreetimethatanindividualhasathisdisposalwhenheisnot

boundbyduty.

 Therearetwomaintypesofleisure:

 Passiveleisure:Thisiswherethereisminimaluseofphysicalenergy.

 Activeleisure:Thisinvolvestheuseofthephysicalenergy.

 Someofthetraditionalformsofleisureinclude.

1.PlayingBao

2.Wresting

3.Beerdrinking

4.Weddingceremonies

5.Riddles

6.Folktales

7.Tonguetwisters

 Todayseveralchangeshaveaffectedleisureactivities.Thishasbeenduetowestern

culture,industrialization,urbanizationChristianity,limitedtimeandeconomic

constraints.
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 Manypeoplespendtheirleisuretimewatchingvideos,Televisionandfilms,

 Certainleisureactivitiessuchassoccerhavebeenturnedintowell-paying

professions.

 Thereareseriouscasesofmisuseofleisureintheform of;

 Watchingandreadingpornographicliterature.
 Takingofdangerousdrugs.
 Alcoholism.
 Attendingdiscosandnightclubs.
 Gambling.
 Misuseofsex.

Dressing
 Thedresscodedifferedfrom onecommunitytoanotherinthetraditionalAfrican

setup.

 Manycommunitiesmadeclothesfrom animalskins,barkoftrees,sisalandleaves.

 However,themodeofdressinghasseriouslychangedduetowesterninfluence.

 Manywomentodayputontrousersthatinitiallyweremeantformen.

 SomecommunitiessuchastheMaasaistillmaintaintheirtraditionalwayof

dressing.

 Certaincountrieshavealsoadoptednationaldresscode
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