Externship Report, 2014

[image: image1.jpg]



MEKELLE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW
ADDIS ABABA CENTER

Externship Report
 March 26 -June 13, 2014  

At

 Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority Persecution Directorate, Civil Cases Following up Team
Extern: Gebremariam Kidane  Segu
ID No: CLG/UD102/02AA
External Supervisor: Ato Hailemelokot Abebe                            

                                                                                                      June, 2014

Table of contents                                                                                            Page
     Acknowledgement ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
       Preface ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1.   Introduction------------------------------------------------------------------------- 5

2. Externnship Activities ---------------------------------------------------------------7
             2.1 Reading Dead Cases ----------------------------------------------------------- 7
             2.2 Participating in pre-trial activities -------------------------------------------- 7
             2.3 Attending trials of tribunal ---------------------------------------------------- 8

             2.4 Attending regular court trials ------------------------------------------------- 8
             2.5 visiting Legal research, Drafting and Training Team --------------------- 8
             2.6 Visiting Investigative Office -------------------------------------------------- 9
             2.7 Visiting Criminal Cases Following Up Team ------------------------------- 9

3. Externship Benefits ------------------------------------------------------------------ 10
              3.1 Developing and improving professional skills ----------------------------- 10
              3.2 Developing the capacity to solve practical problems --------------------- 11
              3.3 Enhancing values and duties of the profession ----------------------------- 12

              3.4 Learning how to learn from experience ------------------------------------- 13

4. Challenges and constraints ---------------------------------------------------------- 13

5. Conclusion and Recommendation ------------------------------------------------- 14

6. Annexes ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 15

Acknowledgement
First I would like to thank Ato Faud Kiyar the director of Persecution Directorate of Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority for giving me the opportunity to do an externship within the institution. For me it was a unique experience to be in Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority and to study the law in action. It also helped to get back my interest in customs and tax laws research and to have new plans for my future career. 
I also would like all the people that worked in the office of Persecution Directorate of Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority. With their patience and openness they create an enjoyable working environment.

Furthermore I want to thank all the extern's, with whom I did the externship time. We experienced great things together and they have shown me a good sharing of knowledge and skills.

At last I would like to thank the Civil Cases Following Team, specially Ato Hailemelekot Abebe, to supervise me to do this valuable externship. 
Preface
This document contains the report of my externship period conducted at Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority for the time period: Wensday 26 March up to Thursday 13 June 2014. The essential requirement for completion of LLB program at Mekelle University School of Law is to follow three months externship training with an institution of government or non-government which has a law related department and to write a report on it. During my externship at  Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority, I had get a knowledge by reading the official laws, directives, dead files, observing Custom Issue Appeal Review Team work process, attending of trial of Tax Appeal Commission and attending Federal High court and Federal First Instance Court Lideta Bench. The externship report is divided in five main sections. The first section gives a general introduction of the externship institution I was hosting at during my externship period. The second section provide an overview of the externship in practice and the duties and tasks that I was assigned to do, and the third section is devoted to the knowledge and experience that I gained during the course of externship highlighting the linkages with the LLB programme. The fourth section deals about the challenges and constraints that I have faced in my stay and finally the fifth section conclusion and recommendation on the implementation of externship programme. I have also attached some important documents which makes my report complete and meaningful.

1. Introduction
The Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority (here in after ERCA) traces its origin to July 7, 2008 as a result of the merger of the Ministry of Revenues, the Ethiopian Customs Authority and the Federal Inland Revenues into one giant organization. Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority is an autonomous federal authority established by proclamation No 587/2008, having its own legal personality. ERCA has its head quarter in Addis Ababa, at around 500 meters far south western of Megenagna. It is led by a Director General who is responsible to the prime minister and is assisted by five Deputy Director Generals, namely Deputy Director General for Program Designing of Operation and Development Businesses; Deputy Director General for Branch Offices' Coordination and Support; Deputy Director General of Enforcement Division; Deputy Director General Corporate Functions Division; Change Management and Support Sector; and Enforcement Sector. Each deputy director general oversees at least four directorates. Both the Director General and the Deputies are appointed by the Prime Minister.

The Prosecution directorate has three teams under it. These teams are Civil Cases Following up Team, Criminal Cases Following up Team, Legal Research, Drafting and Training Team. Civil Cases Following Up Team are worked on the civil matters of the ERCA such as claiming unpaid taxes, intervening duty free imported goods are in auction or ordered to transferred to third party by the judgment of the court. And in some cases it also opposes the execution of judgment of the court where the good which the judgment is going to execute is imported duty free. To sum up this team is engaged in correcting the civil wrong made in violation of the tax and customs laws.

Criminal Cases Following Up Team is engaged in the preparing of charges and filing it before the court based up on the rapport made by the investigative officers. ERCA has separate investigative officers which investigate tax and customs offences only. Both the investigative officers and this team made the investigation and preparation and filing of charges based up on the criminal procedure code respectively. Criminal Cases Following Up Team main function is to prepare and institute charges for tax and customs offences before the court. It has also the power to order additional investigation or to order the interruption of investigation by the investigative officers.

Legal Research, Drafting and Training Team is a team which its main duty is to give legal research on the laws of the authority and based up on the research it has undergone it initiates the legislation of new laws and amendment of the existing laws. In addition to that this team is also responsible for the training of the prosecutors and stakeholders. It includes function is on rendering advice to these who need the clarification of the law to the tax payers and staff members who needs legal advice. 

My externship was on Civil Cases Follow Up Team, which is one of the teams of persecution directorate which is entrusted to institute and follow up civil cases which are related with civil wrongs made in violation of customs and tax laws. 
The objectives Of ERCA are; to establish modern revenue assessment and collection system; and provide customers with equitable, efficient and quality service, to cause taxpayers voluntarily discharge their tax obligations, to enforce tax and customs laws by preventing and controlling contraband as well as tax fraud and evasion, to collect timely and effectively tax revenues generated by the economy and to provide the necessary support to regions with a view to harmonizing federal and regional tax administration systems. And the key business drives of ERCA are revenue collection, trade facilitation, enforcement, and data and statics. 
The functions of Civil Cases Following Up Team are; 
· Investigating of civil wrongs which are made in violation of customs laws and other tax laws. This includes collecting and analyzing relevant and admissible evidences I.e. eye witness and documentary evidences,

· Finalizing by alternative dispute resolution mechanism to cases where it is professionally invisible to win it in light of the law,

· Making claims either in regular courts or tribunals, for  civil wrongs which are made in violation of customs and tax laws, based up on the findings made by the investigation of the witness and documentary evidences stated here above,

· Claiming custom bonds or guarantees by giving prior notification to the person, where the person who make an arrangement to comply with a prescribed condition fails to fulfill,

· Scaling up good interpretation of law and sending to the Communication Directorate to publish these model cases which have good legal reasoning’s, and

· Creating corruption free human power.
 These are the functions of the team which I have stayed as an extern. In my stay, I was highly concentrated in these activities.

This externship was not the first legal practice. Before I have got the opportunity as an extern to Civil Cases Following Up Team, I have worked in the legal profession since my graduate diploma in law from Axum Business and Service Collage in Hamle 5, 2000E.C. I have worked as a public legal advisor and translator in Wereda Mereb-Leke for one year. In addition to this, I have worked as a cooperatives attorney for three years and three months in wereda Seharti-Same. For this reason I was not feeling as a fresh in my externship period. I was familiar with the court procedures and other functions of the legal industries. In addition to this since Lekatit, 2005E.C I am Studying BA in Tax and Custom Administration In Ethiopian Civil Service University. Due to this, I were familiar with the tax and customs administration field of study before I have joined to my externship institution. Even when I was studying LLB,  I am interested in tax law. The reason why I have selected my externship placement in ERCA is to acquire a deep knowledge on the tax and customs laws and working procedures. For this reason, it was a great opportunity for me to do a three month externship in Ethiopian Revenue and Custom Authority. The externship was concentrated on the Civil Cases Following Up Team of ERCA. At the beginning of the externship I had set several externship goals regarding the improvement of knowledge on the law in action of customs and tax laws. As I have planned, the externship was a useful experience. I have find out what my strengths and weakness are; I gained new knowledge and skills and met many new people. This externship has given me new insights and motivation to pursue a career in tax laws. To prepare myself for my future career I can improve several things. I can work on my communication skills so that I am able to present and express myself more confidently.
2.  Externship Activities
In my stay I have performed many activities. It is difficult to write each and every activity which I have performed for three months in this report. Being selective, some of the activities which I have performed in my externship period are explained here below;
2.1 Reading Dead Files
Most of my externship activities were in reading of dead files. When I sat in office, I was engaging in reading dead files. As the prosecutors didn't go to court every day, I was not getting a chance to go Federal Tax Appeal Tribunal and Federal High Court every time. To be frank sometimes due to traffic problems, I was not reaching office early. Due to this, I have missed some trials that I could go and observe. The service was going early and as my home is too far, I was not reaching the service it every time. Due to my lateness, I have missed some opportunities to attend the trial process of Federal High Court and Federal First Instance court Lideta Bench. When the prosecutors were failed to go court or tribunal and or due to my late coming, I was highly engaged in reading of dead files. It was interesting to read dead files and to acquire a knowledge how pleadings are made and how the court pass judgments. Eventhough my externship were in the Civil Cases Following Up Team, I were reading dead files of both civil and criminal cases. When the prosecutors institute a claim or defends they attached the criminal cases judgments as evidences. In many of the dead files of the civil cases a criminal cases judgments has attached as a documentary evidences. Because of this, when I read the dead files of my externship team civil cases, I were also reading the dead files of the Criminal Following Up Team. When I read the dead cases, I were reading the whole case beginning from the pleadings up to its judgment including its documentary evidences. 
2.2 Participating in  pre-trial activities
When I sat in office to read dead files, side by side I was getting a chance to observe how a litigation strategy can be done before the institution of statement of claim, defense and interventions. Observing and participating in pre-trial works is the second activity of my externship time. The authority tax assessment officers assess and determine the amount of tax liability of the tax payers, and when the tax payers are aggrieved by the amount of the tax determine by the tax officers they make a complaint to the Review Committee. When the tax payers bring summon to appear to defend for the cases in the committee, the tax officers requires the prosecutors to prepare a response by a letter. It is in this time that the Civil Cases Following Team begins their works. They call the tax officers who have determine the tax and make an interview with the tax officers and auditors to prepare a response. After they have collected evidences, if they believe that the case is weak and may not win, they begin to use alternative dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms.  But, if they find that the cases has a good end before the law they star they works by preparing response to the compliant made by the aggrieved tax payers. When a bankrupt tax payer who fail to carry its duties properties are in auction by a court order the prosecutor intervene to the case and require the priority right to claim tax over the judgment creditor where it is not a secured creditor. After investigation where they found that the information is true and correct they make intervention before a court where there is pending case. To investigate and prepare pleadings the prosecutors were requiring both the appearance of expert witness and documentary evidences. I have observed and participated when the prosecutors collect evidences by calling expert witness to prepare claims, defenses and make intervention up on pending cases when the interest of the authority fall question.  
2.3 Attending trials of Tax Appeal Tribunals
I have visited this tribunal on the third day of my externship period for the first time. Following that day, I have got many chances to attend the commission. The reason why I got many chances to attend this tribunal is since the decision which is given by the Custom Issue Review Committee is appealable to this tribunal. I have got many chances to observe the trials of Federal Tax Appeal Commission more than the trials of the regular courts. I have attended this tribunal so as to know the working procedure of the tax and customs laws. Regular courts does not have a first instance material jurisdiction to entertain the tax and customs cases  rather the regular courts have an appellate jurisdiction to see the tax and customs cases for the error of law only. As it is clearly indicated in the income tax proclamation and the customs proclamation the decision of this tribunal is final over the issue of fact, but on the issue of law the decision of this tribunal is appealable to the Federal High court. Due to this reason I have got many chances and attend in its trial process.
2.4 Attending regular court trials
It was in the first day of my externship time that I had visited the Federal High Court. After that day at least in a week I have got a chance to go to the FHC twice. This court has 41 benches. Twenty of the benches are civil and eighteen of the benches are criminal and the rest three are labor benches. The decisions which are decided by the Federal Tax Appeal Commission are appealable to the Federal High Court for the issue of law only, but as to the issue fact the decision of the tribunal is final and non-appealable. In addition to this the FHC has the first instance jurisdiction to entertain tax and customs offences. Due to the appellate jurisdiction of the civil cases and first instance jurisdiction of tax and customs offences of the FHC, I have got a good chance to attend the trials of Federal High court. In FHC there are separate benches that entertain tax and customs offences only. Similar to the separate criminal benches of the criminal cases, FHC has separate benches to the civil cases of ERCA. Side by side, I have got a chance to attend the trials of the Federal First Instance Court Lideta Bench, as it is found within the same campus with the Federal High Court.  The FFIC Lideta branch has also many civil and criminal benches. I have attended many days in this court. 
2.5 Visiting Legal Research, Drafting and Training Team
The Authority has many delegations to issue directives for the proper implementation of the tax and customs proclamations and regulations. This authority is known by its bulky directives as its functions are wide and multi-directional. To do this the authority has a separate team that is engaged in drafting of tax and customs legislations, regulation and directives. In the recent time the authority is working to modernize the tax and customs laws. Starting from the income tax proclamation to the short aged customs proclamation a new draft has prepared to replace the working tax and customs laws. In addition to these the authority drafting team is engaged in drafting of new amending of the existing directives. I have visited this team many days as its office is within the same room with my externship placement, Civil Cases following up Team. I have seen that this team has made public discussions in drafting these new drafted laws. It was a nice chance to get such opportunity to see the new drafted tax and customs laws that are going to be the governing laws of tomorrow. This has helped me to read the drafted laws and to get a knowledge how a law is drafted before it is proclaimed as a law. 
2.6 Visiting Investigative Office
ERCA has its own investigative officers who are responsible to investigate tax and custom offences only. According to Art 16(1) of the ERCA establishing proclamation “The powers of investigation and prosecution given to the Federal Police and Federal Persecutors under the Criminal Procedure Code and other laws are hereby given to the Authority's Investigators and Prosecutors regarding customs and tax offences.”. Due to this, ERCA has its own investigative officers who are responsible for investigating customs and tax offences pursuant to the criminal procedure code. The office of investigators of ERCA is found at Addis Ababa around Stadium. These investigators have suspects staying stations (which uses like police stations). It is in this station that the accused persons stay until the investigation process complete and a rapport is send to the Prosecutors. The investigators have the duty to investigate these customs and tax offences which are found in the scattered tax and custom laws and the criminal code. I have got the chance to visit the Office of Investigators. I have seen some suspects who are under the custody of the investigators. The investigators has told me that they undergone the investigation procedure based up on the criminal procedure code. As they have told me the suspects have appear before the court within 48 hours from the time they have arrived the suspects staying station, which uses as a police station. 
2.7 Visiting Criminal Cases Following Up Team
ERCA has its own prosecutors who are responsible to institute charges for tax and custom offences only. As I have stated here above similar to the investigators, ERCA has its own prosecutors who are engaged in instituting charges up on the rapport made by the ERCA investigators. As it is clearly indicated in Art 16(2) of the ERCA establishing proclamation No 587/2008, the prosecutor of the authority has the power to order the interruption of a proceeding up on a sufficient reason, order to conduct additional investigation, shall examine and decide on criminal investigations files delivered to him by the investigator; withdraw charges in accordance with the appropriate law by the approval of the Director General. The prosecutors of ERCA have the same power and functions like regular public prosecutors for tax and customs offences. To facilitate the ERCA establishing proclamation has obliged the federal courts to organize separate criminal trials that entertain tax and customs offences only. The FHC has three separate benches to entertain tax and customs offences which are established by Art 17 of Proclamation No 587/2008. I have visited the Criminal Cases Following up Team which is primarily engaged in instituting charges based up on the investigation delivered to them from the investigative officers. I have attended many criminal trials in Federal High Court. As I have mention somewhere else I have got the chance to read the dead files of this team, even when I was reading the dead files of the Civil Cases Following Up Team. In addition to this, I have visited the office of this team and even observe how they prepare their charges based up on the investigation which is delivered to them from the investigators office.
3. Externship Benefits
As I have mention in the introduction part, before I have got this externship chance,  I have worked as a cooperative attorney for three years and three months. Due to this reason when I join the office of my placement my main objectives were to master and specialize the tax and customs laws and working procedures. Indeed, it is difficult to write all knowledge and professional skills which I have acquired in my externship time in this paper.  Having based up on the externship goals I shortly discuss my achievements; whether I experienced difficulties and what I think I have to improve.
3.1 Developing and improving professional skills
In my stay I have developed and improved my professional skills. Starting from reading dead files to the attending of the trials of both the tribunals and regular courts have helped me to improve my professional skills.

The first profession skill which I have improved in my externship time is legal knowledge and legal reasoning. As I have stated in the above many times, before I have got a chance to join my externship institution I were working as a lawyer of cooperatives for more than three years. Due to this I was not new to the acquiring of legal knowledge and legal reasoning. What I have enhanced in my externship is, I have improved my legal knowledge and reasoning on tax and customs laws. Even though I was having background knowledge on the tax and customs laws as a student of tax and customs administration I have radically enhanced my knowledge on the practical applicability of the tax and customs laws. My knowledge on the tax and customs laws is more than what I was knowing by reading the teaching materials and attend the lectures. 

The second legal skill which I have improved in my externship time is investigation skills. I have gained a good knowledge how I can investigate the case to find out the evidences. Investigative skill is one of the essential legal skills which I need to enhance it in my externship time. I have observed when the prosecutors were interviewing the witness to find out the relevant and admissible evidences which have high probative value before the court of law. In addition to that I have seen many interoffice memos that request the submission of documentary evidences such as audit report and criminal dead cases. The prosecutors have teaches me how I can collect and investigate evidences. Even sometimes the prosecutors were using the pleadings of their opponents to investigate the case in issue. I can surely say that my externship time has helped me to improve my skill on the investigation of cases to find out the relevant evidences that enables me to win against my opponent in my future works.

The third skill which I have gained is researching skill. Researching skill begins from the investigation skill up to the finding out of the governing law of the issue and forecasting the outcome of the case. I have learned how I can search the governing law of the cases. I have learned know that reading all the proclamations, regulations, directives and circular letters which are related to the case in hand can enable to find out the applicable law to the case and to forecast the outcome of the case. I have enhanced my legal research skill which I have started to develop since I joined law school. When I was in work I have made many legal researches to every cases which I have claimed and defended before the court of law. In my stay as an extern I have enhanced my research skills as I got a chance to search the laws and procedures using internet which I were not using when I was in work.

The forth skill which I have improved is oral communication and interviewing skill. As I have stated somewhere else I have got many chances to observe the interview between the witnesses and the prosecutors. In addition to this when I attend trial I was getting a chance to hear when the lawyers make oral arguments and examine their witness and cross examine the witness of their opponents. This all has helped me to know how I can communicate inside and outside the court in my future career. Especially I have learned that oral communication is important to communicate with clients and witness so as to differentiate the applicable law and forecast the outcome of the case. When I went with the civil cases following up prosecutors to trial to high court by appeal, I have observed and learned that oral communication is very important in appellate courts as there are no more chances to respond in written form. To persuade the court and decided the case in favour of your client persuasive oral communication is very important.

The fifth legal skill which I have improved in my stay is legal writing skill. Eventhough it was not new for me to prepare legal writings like statement of claim. Defence, intervention application, opposition application and other legal writings, I have improved my writing skill on pleadings and others. I have learned how the statement of claim can be prepared, how the statement of defence is prepared and intervention and opposition applications are prepared. I appreciate the writing skill of the prosecutors. In my future work, I want to be an excellent writer of the legal writings. I have also acquired my knowledge on the writing of judgement. 

The last but not least legal skill which I have improved in my stay is client counselling. When I was in work I have counselled many cooperative employees and management committees. Due to this I was having background knowledge on the rendering of legal service. Even though I have got a chance to observe and participate in the counselling of clients, I have not added this much counselling skill in my externship time. From my observation to the counselling of clients I have acquired a good knowledge on the counselling of clients. 
3.2 Developing the ability to solve legal problems in real life situations
In my stay I have also developed an ability to solve practical legal problems. As I have seen many dead files and attend tribunals and regular courts trials I have got a good knowledge on solving legal problems on the ground. As I have mention in the above, I have worked as a cooperatives lawyer for more than three years, due to this solving practical legal problems were not a new think to me. In my working time I have solved many practical legal problems. My externship has helped me to enhance the capacity and ability to solve practical legal problems specially which are related to tax and customs laws. In dead as I have stated under the introduction part in this time, I am studying Tax and Customs Administration in Ethiopian Civil Service University. In my study in ECSU, I have taken public finance, customs management, international trade, tax and commercial laws. Due to this, before I have got the chance to be an extern in ERCA, I was having some background knowledge on the tax and customs laws. I can surely say that my ability to solve the practical legal problems which are related to tax and customs laws is enhanced.
3.3 Reflecting values and responsibilities of the legal profession
I have a great appreciation to the prosecutors and advocates of Addis Ababa. They give a good respect to the court. Every lawyer before starts speaking about the case he/she were saying “respectful court”. In each chance to speak the lawyers were saying this golden word and show their respect to the court. As I was working as a lawyer before, I know how the lawyers of Tigray behave in the trial. I am not degrading the lawyers of Tigray including of me, but for speaking the truth we don’t give a respect to the court like what the Addis Ababa lawyers give respect to the court. What I have learned from my externship time is giving due respect to the justice. That is one of the best values which every lawyer should develop including me.

The second professional value which I have developed in my externship time is giving respect to colleagues. The lawyers respect each other. I have never seen any lawyer which degrades another lawyer inside and outside the trial. In my stay I have witnessed the lawyers being fixing the adjournment day by agreement. The court asks the lawyers to see their agenda to fix the adjournment day and the lawyers by seeing their agenda help the court to fix the adjournment. This is a very nice value of lawyers which I have learned in my externship period.  

The third professional value which I have learned in my stay is working in group. The prosecutors of the authority were discussing issues together to share knowledge and prepare pleading such as strong claim, defence, intervention and or opposition. What I have learned from the prosecutors is, it is better to work together to share knowledge and prepares pleadings which does not have any defects. What was not seen by the one can be seen by the other, working together is very important professional value which I have developed in my externship time. 

The forth value which I have learned in my stay is impartiality, competency and diligence. The tribunals and regular courts were impartial starting from the trial process to the end of giving judgment. They were rendering a good judgment which is based up on the fact and the law only. I have satisfied with nearly all the dead cases legal reasoning that shows the impartiality and competency of the judges. The judges are qualified and competence to the profession. They are also diligent to their works. They decided bulky cases every day. From this I have learned that I should be impartial, competent and diligent in my future career. 

The last but not least professional value which I have learned from my stay is punctuality. To be frank when I was in work, I was not punctual. In my stay I have witnessed that all the prosecutors are punctual and come office early. When a person does not come on time as the service was going to the Tax Appeal commission and Federal High Court at 2:30 local time, he/she would lose the service. Due to this and respect to their works, the prosecutors were entering office before 2:00 local time and engaged in preparation of their cases that they were going to take to the court for argument. What I have learned from the prosecutors is punctuality and devotion to my profession. 
3.4 Learning how to learn from experience
In my stay I have learned that I can be the excellent student of myself. Exprience was the biggest university that I were acquiring and improving my professional knowledge and skills. In my externship time what I have learned is that I can teach myself from reading dead files, Cassation Bench rulings and interpretations and the practice of the profession. I were reading even before I join my externship institution, what I have added to my previous knowledge is that I have enhanced the way I can teach myself in the future time. Reading and practicing were my main attention so as to teach myself and be able to be an excellent student of myself. What I have observed in my stay is the prosecutors of the authority have mastered the tax and customs substantive and procedural laws. I have got good model prosecutors who are the excellent students of the legal practice. This a great golden chance to me to learn from my experiences. I was holding short notes that help me to read it again and again so as to retain it in my future works. Every day where I have read dead cases, I was holding short notes that enable me to learn from my practices. Especially where I have got a new and interesting interpretation of the law under the dead cases of the authority, I was copying it to my short note book. When I wrote the dead cases short notes, I were also including the case No, parties, date of decision and the tribunal or court which the case has entertained. This can help me for cross reference in latter days. From my externship I have gained knowledge the way I can teach myself so as to become an excellent professional in my future engagement.  
4. Challenges and constraints
During my externship in ERCA, I encountered some difficulties which include;

Lack of availability of some collagues to share their knowledge. For some time there were externs of other universities, at that time there was a chance of sharing of knowledge with the externs. Starting from the last week of May, I was the only extern in the Civil Cases Following up Team. In this time, I have lost a chance of sharing knowledge with colleagues. Even in the last week of my externship time, I was feeling loneliness. 

Lack of enough attention towards externs by some of the prosecutors. Some of the prosecutors believe that it is the external supervisor only who has a duty to follow up and help the externs. Even when most of the prosecutors were going to court or tribunal, no one was giving me dead cases or materials that I can read with in the office.

Lack of access of sufficient materials were also one of the challenges of my stay. I have asked to the head of the prosecutors to give me the hard copies of the compiled laws of ERCA to read with in the office. She has responded me that there are no hard copies that are compiled in one. I have asked the other prosecutor, and he has given me the soft copies of the compiled laws. From this time, I was accessing the of copy materials using the lap of my campus, ECSU.

The last not least challenge which I have faced in my externship period was trafficking problems. In Addis it is hard to get a bus or a taxi in time so as to reach office early as much as possible. As I have mentioned somewhere else, sometimes I reach office late due to the trafficking problems. Most of the time, I start journey early to avoid trafficking problems, as a result of this I were entering office early in most days, but sometimes I didn’t.
5. Conclusion and Recommendation
I have seen and learned many good things within the team, but for correction purpose I am going to give some recommendations to the team to correct these and give good opportunities to the future externs which they could engage within their office. My recommendations are; to access manuals, legal documents and compiled laws to externs, to give enough attention to externs, to give trainings and allow the participation of externs in the meetings, and allow the externs to learn from their stay by counselling clients. I am not denying what they have allowed me to access and helped me my externship to be attractive and educative, but I am recommending to do more than what they were doing for me and my colleagues.

My strongest recommendation to the future extern at the Federal Civil Cases Following Up Team in ERCA would be to have a very good knowledge on the law in action. To have ability to produce good legal knowledge in general, also to possess the ability to understand, analyze and deal with inquiries and issues regarding tax and customs laws expressing him/her freely is very important. Working at the Civil Cases Following Up Team is one means to step into one of the most competitive and dynamic job markets: Prosecutor. An externship at ERCA, Civil Cases Following Up Team will be a good fit with those who study law, as it is an opportunity to enrich educational experience through practical work assignments carried out within the team. I would also recommended showing initiative at work, giving new proposals and ideas which are always appreciated by the prosecutors of the authority. I would highly recommend an externship at the ERCA in main office because the opportunity for personal, professional and academic growth is very high. 

To conclude my externship at ERCA was definitely of great value to me. I have practiced nearly on all activities where a lawyer can participate. I have done many activities more than what I have stated above. I have learned that practice is the best school where I can make myself perfect in the future time. Starting from reading dead files to the participation in client counselling, I have got a good lesson that enables me to be an excellent lawyer in the future. 

This externship has helped me to identify my strengths and weaknesses. This externship acts as a mirror for me. This helps me to differentiate what skills and knowledge I have to improve in the coming time. Knowing weakness is a half way to avoid it. So, I can surely say that this externship were educative externship to enhance what I have right things and minimize what I have wrong things. 

Overall, I am very satisfied with the experience and knowledge I have gained during the course of externship at ERCA, Civil Cases Following Up Team; I saw the law in action and learned a lot. All in all, the externship in the ERCA was having some minor challenges at times, but mostly, it was very educating, moreover it opened new perspective for my future. I can clearly say that the externship met my expectations.
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                                    ቅሬታ ከሌለ

                 
                ቅሬታ ካለ    




      


በጣልቃ ገብነት ስለሚደረግ ክርክር
ግብር/ታክስ/ቀረጥ ከፋዩ ከሌሎች ማናቸውም ሰው ጋር በነበረው የፍትሐብሔር ክርክር ጉዳይ የፍርድ ባለዕዳ መሆኑ ተወስኖበት የፍርድ ባለዕዳው በውሳኔው መሠረት ለማስፈጸም የአፈጻጸም  ፋይል ከፍቶ የፍርድ ባለዕዳው ንብረት ተሸጦ እንደውሳኔው ይፈጸምልኝ በማለት አመልክቶ ጉዳዩ በክርክር ላይ መሆኑን፣ ወይም የባለዕዳው ንብረት ተሸጦ ለዕዳው እንዲውል የፍርድ አፈፃፀም የሐራጅ ማስታወቂያ ማውጣቱን ባለሥልጣን መ/ቤቱ ሲደርስበት ወይም የፍትሐብሔር ክትትል ቡድን ጉዳዩን እንዲከታተለው ከተለያዩ አካላት መረጃው ሲላክለት፣ ወይም ቡድኑ ራሱ ባገኘው መረጃ መሠረት ጉዳዩን ሲያውቀው የሚከተሉትን ተግባራት ያከናውናል፡-









           ቅሬታ ካለ
                    ቅሬታ ከሌለ





ሐ. የወንጀል ክስና ክትትል













መጀመሪያ





ለህግ አስተያየት፣ለማሻሻያ፣ ለውል ዝግጅት  እና ለትምህርት  የሚውሉ መረጃዎችን ማሰባሰብ








የቀረቡ የህግ አስተያየት ጥያቄዎች፣ማሻሻያ የውል እና የውክልና እና  የትምህርት ፍላጎቶችን መለየት





በተሰበሰበው መረጃ መሰረት ተገቢውን የህግ አስተያየት፣ የሕግ ማሻሻያ፣ የውል ዝግጅት እና የማስተማሪያ ሰነድ ማዘጋጀት








የተሰጠው የህግ አስተያየት ረቂቅ ለሃላፊ እንዲቀርብ እና ወጪ እንዲሆን ማድረግ








መጨረሻ





በተዘጋጀው መመሪያ፣ ደንብ፣ የውል እና የውክልና  የመማሪያ ጽሁፍ ላይ ባለድርሻ አካላት አስተያየት እንዲሰጡበት ማድረግ








የተዘጋጀውን የውል ሰነድ ረቂቅ ለሃላፊ እንዲቀርብ እና ወጪ እንዲሆን ማድረግ








መጨረሻ








የተሰጡትን ሞያዊ አስተያየቶች በማካተት መመሪያውን ደንቡን እና ትምህርታዊ ጽሑፉን ማዘጋጀት





የተዘጋጀውን ደንብ መመሪያ እንዲፀድቅ ለዋና ዳይሬክተሩ መላክ





በተያዘው የስልጠና ፕሮግራም መሰረት ስልጠና መስጠት





መጀመሪያ








የሥልጠና ጥያቄ ሲቀርብ





የሥልጠና ማንዋሎችን ማዘጋጀት





የተዘጋጀውን ሥልጣና ለጠያቂው መላክ





ሥልጠናውን መስጠት








ሪፖርት ማቅረብ





መጨረሻ





መጀመሪያ





አስፈላጊ ሠነድ እና ማስረጃዎችን መሰብሰብ





የሕግ ምክርና አስተያየት ጥያቄ ሲቀርብ





የሕግ አስተያየት/ምክር ማዘጋጀት





የተዘጋጀውን አስተያየት ለጠያቂው መላክ





ሪፖርት ማቅረብ





መጨረሻ





መጀመሪያ





መጀመሪያ





ክስ፤ መቃወሚያ/መልስ አዘጋጅቶ ለፍ/ቤት ማቅረብ፤ ክትተውል ማድረግ እና ማስወሰን 











ጉዳዩን መመርመር


የሠውና የሠነድ ማስረጃዎችን 


ማሰባሰብ





ሪፖርት ማቅረብ











 በውሳኔው ላይ


                                                  


በውሳው ላይ





በውሳኔ መሠረት እንዲፈጸም ለሚመለከተው ቅ/ጽ/ቤት በመሸኛ መላክ፣ አስተማሪነት ያላቸው ጉዳዮችን በመምረጥ ለትምህርትና ኮሚኒኬሽን ዳይሬክቶሬተረ ማስተላለፍ





 ሥልጣን ላለው ፍ/ቤት ይግባኝ ማቅረብ ክትተውል ማድረግ እና ማስወሰን





መጨረሻ





ሪፖት ማቅረብ











በውሳኔ መሠረት እንዲፈጸም ለሚመለከተው ቅ/ጽ/ቤት በመሸኛ መላክ አስተማሪነት ያላቸው ጉዳዮችን በመምረጥ ለኮሚኒኬሽን ዳይሬክቶሬተረ ማስተላለፍ











መጨረሻ











መጀመሪያ





የፍርድ ባለዕዳው የየትኛው ግብር/ታክስ/ቀረጥ ከፋይ መሆኑንና የሚፈለግበት ግብር/ታክስ ያለ ስለመሆኑ መመርመር








መረጃ ሲቀርብ ወይም በቡድኑ አነሳሽነት











 ያልተከፈለ ወይም ቀሪ ግብር/ታክስ/ቀረጥ መኖሩ ሲረጋገጥ የጣልቃ ገብነት አቤቱታ አዘጋጅቶ ለፍ/ቤት በማቅረብ ክትትል ማድረግና ማስወሰን





 ሪፖርት ማቅረብ





በውሳኔው ላይ











በውሳኔው መሠረት እንዲፈጸም 


በመሸኛ መላክ





ሥልጣን ላለው ፍ/ቤት ይግባኝ ማቅረብ፣ ክትትል ማድረግ እና ማስወሰን








ሪፖርት ማቅረብ





መጨረሻ











መጨረሻ











መጀመሪያ





ለወንጀል ጉዳዮች ክስና ክትትል አስተባባሪ ማቅረብ





የምርመራ መዛግብት ከወንጀል ምርመራ የስራ ሂደትና  ከሚመለከታቸው የህግ አስከባሪ አካለት መረከብ ፣የባለጉዳይ አቤቱታና ጥያቄ ፣ከወንጀል ጉዳዮች ጋር በተያየያዘ አስተያየት መስጠት፣ ምርመራ እንዲጀመር እና እንዲቀጥል ማዘዝ





ለተመራላት አቃቤ ህግ ማስረከብ








መሪ ትዕዛዝ ጠይቆ ውሳኔ መስጠት


ተጨማሪ ምርመራ ማዘዛ











መርምሮ





ክስ ማቅረብ





የቀረበ ክስ እንዲቋረጥ በበላይ ሃላፊ ሲወስን ክስ ማቋረጥ





መጨረሻ





ፍ/ቤት ማስወሰን የይግባኝና ሰበር ችሎት ክርክር ሲያስፈልግ ማከናወን ሪፖርት ማቅረብ





ሥልጣን ላለው ዐቃቤ ህግ መላክ


የክስ አይቀርብም ውሳኔ መስጠት








መጨረሻ





የተመረጡ ውሳኔዎችን ለትምህርትና ኮሙኔኬሽን የስራ ሂደት መላክ





መጨረሻ









