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3. So, if there is indeed a difference between words like "hard® and "difficult", what 1s 1t y begin,
"hard" is pragmatic and realistic, firmly grounded in reality
that gets the job done and doesn't apologize for its offensive, TuC
“difficult” is eloguent and refined. It is civilized, willing to expend the effort necessary to appear
urbane. Why the mere difference insonic quality between them is striking enough. "Hard" makes
a quick, unassuming sound, having but a single syllable (v oiced under certain inflections, it
even come across as harsh), while "difficult” is more lengthy and melodic, its number of

syllables totaling three times that of its counterpart. Furthermore, "hard" is more likely to be used

It is the use of the appropriate word

{e nature, On the other hand,

can

in casual. informal circumstances, to communicate an idea "on the go" or simply to "get it out” as
the sayings go. It is used without pretense and does not maintain a feeling of being overly
concerned. In terms of daily usage, "hard" may be employed by an exhausted bnck mn;;-m\. v.»-‘n.-;lq
posed with the question, "How was your day?" Conversely, "difficult” may be used by a military
general upon explaining to his or her superior the progression of a particularly taxing campaign. X

4. Similar to "hard” and "difficult”, the words "weird" and "strange" too are close synonyms, and
may seemingly be used interchangeably. Take for instance the following sentences: 1) Sea
monkeys are weird. 2) Sea monkeys are strange. Contrary to popular belief, these sentences are
not repetitive. So how do they differ? Their dictionary definitions are nearly identical, so the
difference does not lie there. Rather, the difference involves the feeling, or mood, that these
words convey. Notice that while "weird"” and "strange" both have but one syllable, the latter has
a remarkably distinguished feel. Similar to "hard", "weird" conveys a more basic, a cruder, and
sentil_m:nl Something "weird" is crass or gross, and is typically undesirable. No one wants to be
associated with something "weird". If trying to impress someone, one probably doesn't want 1o
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6. Granted, the notion that close synonyms can be used interchangeably 15 prev alent among English
ponsible for clarifying

speakers. And alas, the dictionary—the text wrongly considered to be res
such issues—is of little assistance. In the end, it 15 lefi to us, the speakers of {he language, those
actively responsible for maintaining its coexistence. 1o understand how these words make us feel
and what mood we are inclined to attach 1o them. Using the examples and insights described
above., one may come to recognize these subtle, yet crucial, differences.
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INSTRUCTION 2: Bel«
L Below are give P @
Vo .-. 1,:|11n the contextual meaning of those words written in hold
reading passage. Provide the approprinie

gl : word for each of these
meanings (1 point each). ach of thes

8. Anid i
ea, a belief, or an understanding of something

9. Excessively
10, Solving problems in o practical and sénsible way

11. A feeling or an opinion

INSTRUCTION 3: Reference Questions. The following pronouns are taken from the shove
reading passage. Answer what these pronouns refer to (1 point each)
12, ‘them’ (Para.2, line 3) refers to

13. ‘it (Para.3 line 10} refers o
14. “they’ (Para.4 line 4) refer 1o

15, *these’ (Para.5 line 1) refer to

sert them in o

INSTRUCTION 4: The following words are taken from your module, so in
context where they can give appropriate meaning (1.5 point each)

Hnchpin an frvaluable

Procrastination maneuver transient

16. I stayed there only a month or so lor a mini research, but it was experience
17. She was smart, but her constanl _ led her to be late with almost every

assignment.
18. It should have enough space outside the door to that wheelchair

of our family and holds our crew together with

19. Grandmother is the

her love.
20. A glass of whisky has only a warming eflect




IN [ & Epi ey .
STRUCTION 5: Almaz is giving a colleague some advice about a journey he is planning
Fill the gaps in the text using the following modals (had better, had

better not, should, and ought to) (0.5 point each)

ALMAZ: OK_ we L : S "
= OK, well, I think, you haven’t done this trip before, so let me tell you a few tips on
what ' i R . "
(21) _ voudo from my experience. First, you (22) make sure vou
et to the ai RN hr e '
g the airport really early, or you have to queue for ages at check-in, Most people told them
Anyway then

that they (23 ' il
¥y (23) introduce a more efficient system, but they won'l

you have to go through passport control and so on. In that case, you (24) ga

there unless something good to read is at your hand because you will have quite a long wait in

the departure lounge. Then, your flight will be called, so you are supposed to follow an officer
take very heavy hand luggage because you have

out to your plane. Here, you (25)

to carry it yourself and there aren’t any trolleys, Bon- voyage anyways!

INSTRUCTION 6: Read the following paragraph and put the verbs in the brackets in the
correct forms (present perfect or past simple). (1 mark each)

Then and Now
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