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Foreword

 IntheforwardtooneofmybooksDallasWillardstated,"Obedience

istheonlysoundobjectiveofaChristianspirituality."Thatisaradical

proposition,becauseitmeansthatregardlessofwhattheologicalschoolor

patternyouhavechosen,ifitdoesnotleadtofollowingJesus,itisuseless.

Infactworsethanuseless,itismisleading,evendisastrousformillionsof

peoplewhocallthemselves,"Christian."

EdGrossalsomakesquiteaclaim, "DisciplesObey." Isupposesome

wouldliketofiddlewiththestatement,"dodisciplesobeybecausetheyare

disciplesordopeopleobeywhichmakesthem disciples?"Thisisthe

problem isn'tit,tryingtofigureoutwhatmysteriousandcomplicated

secretthereisbehindobedience,ratherthanchoosingtoliveinthe

uncomplicatedworldofsimpleobedience.

TheauthorbecomesrudeinaJesus-kind-of-wayinhissubtitle,"How

ChristiansunknowinglyRebelagainstJesusChrist."WhatDr.Gross

confrontsuswithistheliabilitythatpastorsandteachershaveinour

leadingofothers.IthinkitisfairtosaythattheAmericangospelteaches

thatonecanbecomeaChristian,gotoheavenandnotfollowJesus.We

havedisconnectedobediencefrom faith,producingadefaultgospelthatis

eatingthelifeoutofourchurches.

Idaresaythatmostpeoplehavebeentaughtthatfaithequals

agreement,thatprofessionoffaithisenoughtomakeoneaChristian.

Whatitmeanstobelieve,tohavefaith,tochooseChristisencasedbestin

theword“disciple.”AdiscipleisafollowerofJesus.Discipleshiptakes

placewhenapersonchoosestofollowChrist.Thatiswhenaperson

becomesaChristian.Mythesisisthatallwhoarecalledtosalvationare

calledtodiscipleship,noexceptions,noexcuses.

DietrichBonhoefferstated, "Christianitywithoutdiscipleshipis

alwaysChristianitywithoutChrist."Bonhoefferdefineddiscipleshipduring

theNaziperiodasthechurch'scalltostanduptotheNazisandtheir
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persecutionoftheJewsandotherminorities.Heconsidereditaleadership

issue.EdGrossalsocallsleaderstostandupandtakeresponsibilityfor

teachinganon-discipleshipgospel.Thatiswhatitmeansto"unknowingly

rebelagainstJesusChrist."Anyonewhoreadsthisbookwillnolongerbe

rebellinginignorance.Nowyouwillbefreetoobeysimplyandfreely

whateverChristhascalledyoutodo.Imustbeclear,younolongerhavean

excuse.ItwasJesuswhowarned,“towhom muchisgiven,muchwillbe

required.” 

BillHull

Authorof Conversion&Discipleship,Youcan'thaveonewithouttheother;

TheDiscipleMakingPastorandTheDiscipleMakingChurch.

DirectorofTheBonhoefferProjectat www.TheBonhoefferProject.com
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Preface

Asyoucansee,thisbookisshort.Notshortandsweet.But
purposely,shortandsalty.Andthisiswhy.AfterwhatmanyviewasHis
strongeststatementsondiscipleship(Luke14:25-33),Jesusaskedan
importantquestion-“Saltisgood,butifitlosesitssaltiness,howcanitbe
madesaltyagain?”TheanswerHegavetoHisownquestionisvitally
importantforChristianstoday.“Itisfitneitherforthesoilnorforthe
manurepile;itisthrownout.Hethathasearstohear,lethim hear”(Luke
14:34-35).YouandIcanthinkwearehelpingtheKingdom andtheworld,
whenweareactuallyhurtingthem both.AndsoonerorlaterGodwilldeal
withustocorrectthatdelusion.Ipraythatthisbookwillhelpmanysooner,
beforetheyare“thrownout,”asJesuswarned.

That’swhatImeanbyshortandsalty.Jesusoftenspokeaboutthose
whohadearstohearevenwhatwashard.Ihopeyouhaveagoodpairof
them.Becausehearingearsleadtoobedientactions.Andobedienceto
Jesusmaynotbeasoptionalachoiceasyouhavebeenledtothink.

Whenwasthelasttimeyouheardthatversepreachedon?Theonein
Luke14whereJesussumsupHisdemandsfordiscipleshipwiththisjaw-
dropper:“Inthesameway,thoseofyouwhodonotgiveupeverythingyou
havecannotbemydisciples”(v.33)!ItisthenandtherethatHementions
saltthatlosesitssaltiness(itsessence)andasksusall,“howcanitbe
madesaltyagain?”Thequestionbegsthisanswer—ItCANNOTberestored
orsalvaged.Itisgoodfornothing.Yousee,givingupalittlebitfortheKing
andHisKingdom isnotenough?Heexpectsustogoalltheway.

WhenHesaidthis,Jesuswantedtogettheirattention.Iam sureHe
did.IhopeHegotyours,too.Initscontext,Heistellingusthathowwedeal
withtheissuessurroundingdiscipleshipwillactuallydetermineour
usefulnesstoHim andHisKingdom!Infact,howyoudealwithdiscipleship
willgoagreatwayindeterminingyourimmortaldestiny.

Thankfully,wearenotsalt!AndsowearemuchmorelovedofGod
thansaltis.WearehumansmadeinHisimage.Whatisimpossiblewith
saltandwithusisnotimpossiblewithGod.Hecanre-saltus.Hecan
renewus.Hecanre-trackusonTheWay(Jesus)leadingdownthepathof
joyful,immediate,lovingobedience!AndHeisdoingthatallovertheworld
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today.
Iwantthisbooktohelpyouwalkdownthatpathoftruediscipleship.

Tohelpgetusstarted,pleasereflectonthreewordsinmysub-title:How
ChristiansunknowinglyRebelagainstJesus.

First--Christians.Youwillcometorealize,ifyoudonotalready,that
manyChristianstodaydonotfollowJesus.TheyhavenotheardHiscall
andbeenbornagainandenabledtofollowHim.ThatiswhyIpreferthe
well-used,NewTestamentterm “disciples”overtherarely-used-in-theNew
Testamentword,“Christian.”Idon’tcareifyoucallyourselfaChristian.I
wantyoutobeadisciplewhoknowshowtomakedisciplesoflovewho
willadvanceJesus’Kingdom.MostofthefirstChristiansdidthat.Few
todaydo.Alookatoursecondwordhelpsexplainwhy.

Thesecondword--unknowingly.Iagreewiththeconclusionmadeby
master-disciplerJuanCarlosOrtiz.He,quotingHebrews5:12-6:3,stated
thathethoughtthereasonthereweresofewtruedisciplesinhis
ArgentinianChristiancongregationwasanissueoftraining,notanissueof
sin.Theywerebabies.Lappingupmilkandincapableofreproduction.
Immature.Onlythematurecanreproduce,heinsisted.1Ortizhadbeenwell-
taught,likesomanyofus,butnotwell-trained.Hehadnotbeendiscipled
and,so,didnotknowhowtomakedisciples.Thatlargelyremainsour
Christianproblem today.Thegoodnewsisthatrepentancecanquickly
placeChristiansonthepathwayoftrue,NewTestamentdiscipleship—with
allofitsamazingfruitfulness.ButrepentanceTODAY,asinJesus’day,
mustprecedethegreatrenewal.

Lastly,considertheverbrebel.Whenwerebel,wearerebelsguiltyof
rebellion.Wecanrebelwithoutknowingit.Therearesinsofignorance.
WhenourleadersdonotcallustoobediencetoJesus,wecaneasily
becomecomfortable,church-goingChristians.Whenleadersarenot
discipled,theynolongerknowhowtomakedisciples.And,asIhaveshown
elsewhere,themeaningandpracticeoftruediscipleshipcanbelost.2

Indeed,ithasbeenlosttomanyandthatiswhywedesperatelyneeda
renewalofbiblicaldiscipleship.3

PaulsummarizedJesus’Kingdom inthesewords,“Forthekingdom
ofGodisnotamatterofeatingordrinking,butofrighteousness,peace
andjoyintheHolySpirit”(Romans14:17).Christ’sKingdom hasrulestobe
obeyed.ThatiswhatPaultherewasreferringtobyusingtheword,
“righteousness.”ThereisarighteousnessthatisimputedbyGodto
believers—theveryrighteousnessofJesus.ButPaulisnotspeakingofthat
inRomans14:17.HeissayingthattheKINGoftheKINGDOM haslawsthat
aretobeembracedbyusandextendedtoall(see1Cor9:19;Gal.6:2).
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WhenwerejectChrist’slaws,weareguiltyofrebellion.Knowinglyor
unknowingly.ItisHisKingdom,notours.Wepray,“Thineisthekingdom,”
not,“mineisthekingdom.”TheHolySpiritempowersustobecome“slaves
toobedience…leadingtorighteousness”(Rom.6:16-18).Paulsaysthat
from thisbeautifulwayoflifealsoflowspeaceandjoybytheSpirit’spower.
Manyoftoday’sChristianswantpeaceandjoywithoutrighteousness.
Sorry,Paulmentionedrighteousnessfirstforareason.WithGod,thereis
no“peaceatanyprice.”Peacefillstheholyheart.Andalifeofholinessis
onethatispersistentlyobedienttothewordsofJesus.

IthurtstoseehowmanyChristianstodayhaveacomfortable,distant
relationshipwithJesusontheirownterms.TheyexistinwhatIcallanorbit
aroundJesus.Whereas,intheNewTestament,mostbelieverswere
different.Readingthosestories,weareinspiredbydiscipleswhohave
comeintoadiscipleshiprelationshipwiththeirLord-RabbiJesusonHis
terms.Theywereandareclear,demandingandlife-changingterms.And
oneofthebiggestdifferencesisthattruedisciplesthenobeyed.Butmany
Christianstodayonlythinkaboutobeying.Thisbookisaclear,saltycallfor
usChristianstorepentandfollowJesusasHistruedisciplesintoafuture
oftremendousfruitfulness,joyandsuffering.

Though,itmaynotfeelthatwayrightnow,Ireallydowantyoutobe
encouraged.So,Iwillspeakthetruthinlovetoyou.Iwilloftenremindyou
ofthegloriousgospelofGod’sgracethroughJesus.Howdiscipleshipis
notatallabouttryingharder.ButlovingGodandneighbormorebythe
poweroftheSpirit.Andyouwillbeencouragedbyhearinghowthe
simplestdisciplesTODAY,allovertheworld,areproducingthemost
amazingfruitastheyfollowJesus.Iwillevensharecurrenttestimoniesof
disciplesIknowwhoarelearninghowtoobeyJesus,eveninplacesand
waysmanyChristiansdonotwantto.Ihaveaskedthesefriendstobriefly
writeaboutthehardestobedienceJesusdemandedofthem andthe
resultsthatcamewhentheydid.Youwillbeblessedreadingoftheir
strugglesandhopefully,willwanttojointhem infollowingJesusTODAY..

Iwillbeconcludingeachchapterwithaquotefrom thebestChristian
bookonobediencethatIhaveread–AndrewMurray’s,“TheSchoolof
Obedience.”Publishedaround1898,itremainsveryusefultoday.Here’san
example:

“Evenwhenthevowofunreservedobediencehasbeentaken,theremaybetwo
sortsofobedience—thatofthelawandthatofthegospel…Whatthelaw
demandsfrom us,gracepromisesandperformsforus…Gracepointstowhatwe
cannotdo,butofferstodoitforusandinus.Thelawcomeswithacommandon
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stoneorinabook;gracecomesinalivinggraciousPerson,whogivesusHis
presenceandpower.”(88-89)

So,Ipraythatasyouread,Godwillblessandempoweryoualltofallinlove
withJesusagain,dayafterday,andprovethatloveby“followingtheLamb
whereverHegoes”(Rev.14:4).

Edward(Ed)Gross(December2015)

“Thepeoplewereallsoamazedthattheyaskedeachother,“What
isthis?Anewteaching—andwithauthority!He(Jesus)evengives
orderstoimpurespiritsandtheyobeyhim.”(Mark1:27)

“Theywereterrifiedandaskedeachother,“Whoisthis?Eventhe
windandthewavesobeyhim (Jesus)!”(Mark4:41)

“Allalongthelinewearetryingtoevadetheobligationofsingle-minded,

literalobedience.Howissuchabsurditypossible?Whathashappenedthat
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thewordofJesuscanthusbedegradedbythistrifling,andthusleftopen

tothemockeryoftheworld?Whenordersareissuedinotherspheresof

lifethereisnodoubtwhateveroftheirmeaning.Ifafathersendshischild

tobed,theboyknowsatoncewhathehastodo.Butsupposehehas

pickedupasmatteringofpseudo-theology.Inthatcasehewouldargue

moreorlesslikethis:‘Fathertellsmetogotobed,buthereallymeansthat

Iam tired,andhedoesnotwantmetobetired.Icanovercomemy

tirednessjustaswellifIgooutandplay.Thereforethoughfathertellsme

togotobed,hereallymeans:Gooutandplay.’Ifachildtriedsuch

argumentsonhisfatheroracitizenonhisgovernment,theywouldboth

meetwithakindoflanguagetheycouldnotfailtounderstand—inshort,

theywouldbepunished.Areweto treatthecommandmentofJesus

differentlyfrom otherordersandexchangesingle-mindedobediencefor

downrightdisobedience?Howcouldthatbepossible?”(DietrichBonhoeffer

inTheCostofDiscipleship,p90)

PartOne–WhyChristiansRarelyObeyJesus

Chapter1–WhenWeStartOffontheWrongFoot

Itisstunningjusthowdullwecanbe.Howalmostnothingtruly

amazesusanymore.ThatwecanreadthepreviousversesandNOTbe

filledwithaweisalmostshameful.Thinkaboutit.WhenJesusspoketo

demons,theyactuallydidwhatHesaid.AndwhenHeaddressed

catastrophicweatherconditions,theychanged.Immediately.This

astonishedeveryonewhoexperiencedtheseincredibleevents.What’s

wrongwithus?

Let’strytoexplorethatquestion.TohavebeenwithJesusmusthave

beenunlikebeingwithanyoneelse.Ever.TohaveheardHim speakwas

differentfrom hearinganyoneelse.Heaffectedeveryone.Ruthlessguards

camebackempty-handedandattested,“Nooneeverspokethewaythis

mandoes”(John7:46).Hewastrulyunique.AndjustbeforeHeleftthe
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earth,Hedeclared,“Allauthorityinheavenandonearthhasbeengivento

me.Therefore,Go….”Orputinotherwords,“Iam God,intotalcontrol.So,

GOmakedisciplesandIwillbewithyou!”Theybelieved,wentinthefaceof

deadlyoppositionandfoundthatwhatJesuspromisedwastrue,“thegates

ofhellcannotprevailagainstmychurch”(Matthew16:18).Thatwasthen.

Thisisnow.Wecallourselvesandoneanother,“Christians.”Thatis,

wetakeHisname—JesusChrist—andidentifyourselvesasconnectedwith

Him.Wegotochurchtoworship.Yet,howeasyitisforus,whenHis

Wordsarereadorpreached,toyawnandglanceatourwatches!The

thoughtofbeingintheactualpresenceofJesus,theonetrueandliving

GodspeakingthroughHisWordandissuingcommandstobefollowed,

rarelyentersourminds.IrepeatBonhoeffer’sexasperation:“Howissuch

absurditypossible?”

Disciple-AMeaninglessWord

Hereisonepossiblecausefortoday’sChristianapathy.Manywho

callthemselves“Christians”arenottruedisciplesofJesus.Wedon’tmean

bythatword(disciples)whatHemeantbyit.Wehavereadabout“His

disciples”repeatedlyintheGospelsandActsandhavethoughtitwas

talkingaboutpeoplelikeus.LikemostChristianstoday.Butitisn’t.George

Barna’sresearchconcluded,“Topastorsandchurchstaff,discipleshipisa

tiredword.Tomostlaypeople,itisameaninglessword.”4Butinthefirst

centuryitwasawordexpressingbothgreathonorandsacrifice.Disciple

hadaclearmeaninginPalestinebackthen.

Whyisthedefinitionof“disciple”important?Ifwedonotknowwhat

theword“disciple”meantinthefirstcentury,howcanweknowifweare

disciples?AndhowcanwebesurethatwehavefulfilledChrist’slastgreat

commandto“goandmakedisciplesofallnations”?Wesimplycan’t.Do

yourealizethatJesusstatedinthatGreatCommissionthatadisciple

would“obeyeverythingIhavecommandedyou.”So,toJesus,obedience

waskeytobothdiscipleshipandfulfillingtheGreatCommission.

Itisastounding,then,thatChristianstodaywhoaffirm boththe

validityandnecessityoftheGreatCommissionintheirliveswouldbe
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aversetoobeyingthecommandsofJesus.Butmanyare.Theywouldcall

themselves“GreatCommissionChristians.”Theygivetomissions.Yetthey

actuallydonotunderstandtheGreatCommission!Thatishowsuch

absurdityhasbecomepossible.Thedemons,windandwavesobeyJesus,

butmanyChristiansdon’t!

Disciple-MuchMorethanaPupil

So,let’sgetonthesamepageregardingdiscipleship.WhatdidJesus

andother1stcenturyrabbismeanwhentheycalledotherstofollowthem

asdisciples?Theydidnotmeancomeandbeastudentinaclassroom.

Merelylisteningandtakingnotes.Remainingatasafedistancefrom the

teacherandhopingtoreceiveapassinggrade.AsNewTestamentscholar

MichaelWilkinswrote,

“From itsveryearliestuse(inGreekliterature),mathetes[a

disciple] wasnotsimplyalearnerorapupilinanacademicsetting.In

fact,Herodotus,inwhosewritingsthenounoccursforthefirsttimein

ancient Greek,usestheterm toindicateapersonwhomadea

significant,personal,lifecommitment.”5

HeappliedthistothedisciplesofJesus,

“Asageneralprinciple,whetheronewasastudentinan

academic institution,orafollowerofamilitantrebel,oradevoteeofa

religious fanatic,thedisciplewasboundtoadoptthelifestyle,teachings,

andvaluesofthemasterbecauseofproximityandintimacy.Jesus

recognizedthat principle:‘Adiscipleisnotabovehisteacher,noraslave

abovehis master.’(Mtt10:24-25).Jesus’discipleswouldbecomelike

him.”6

Myresearchhasledmetoconcludethatofficialdisciplesoffirst

centurymentors(latercalledrabbis)sharedatleastthefivefollowing

characteristics:

1.TotalSubmission–disciplescarefullyobeyedtheirrabbi

2.TotalMastery–disciplesmemorizedtheteachingoftheirrabbi
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3.TotalUnderstanding–disciplesgraspedandacceptedtheirrabbi’s

personalinterpretationsoftheOldTestament

4.TotalImitation–disciplesadoptedthelifestyleoftheirrabbi

5.TotalDuplication–discipleswerecommittedtomakingother

disciples

InAreYouaChristianoraDisciple?Ihaveshownatsomelengthhowa

gospel-focusedreturntothesefivebasicsofNewTestamentdiscipleship

isbothchallengingandtransformingtoday’sChristianityallovertheglobe.

EvenintheUSA.Manyotherauthorshavebeenwritingaboutthisrenewal,

too.7

WhybeanOddball?

Wilkinsisright,“ObediencetoJesus’teachingistheheartof

discipleshiptraininganditisthecallingforallbelievers.”8So,let’snotcut

“theheart”outofourdiscipleship!Biblicaldiscipleshipcallsforobedience.

Butdoestoday’schurchmembershipexpectobedience?Doevenourbest,

Bible-basedsermonsdemandanyobedience?Whatobedientresponses

resultfrom ourdailyBiblereading?Orfrom ourweeklysmallgroupstudies?

So,itisnaturaltothink--whychangemylifeafterhearingasermonor

readingtheBible?Eventhosewhorespondtoinvitationsforprayerand

rededicationsoongetoverit.Itdidn’tstickverylongforuswhenwedidit.

Whybeanoddballandobey?Whytaketheriskwhenwedonothaveto?

Wearesafewithoutneedingtochange.

ManyofusChristiansthinkwearegoingtoheavenbecausewehave

“askedJesusintoourhearts.”Werespondedtoagospelwithfewifany

termsofour“relationship”withJesusbeingspelledout.IpicturedHim on

theoutside,sodesperatelywantingtogetinthatHewouldjumpatthefirst

stirringofmyheart’semotions.Butfeelingscanbefunnythings.Hotone

momentandcoldthenext.Sensitiveinachurchserviceandinsensitive

awayfrom thatenvironment.Toooftenwehavebeenallowedtodecide

whatwewanttogainfrom invitingJesus“in.”Suchexpectationswerenot
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thecasewiththosewhotrulyfollowedJesusoranyotherrabbiinNew

Testamentdays.

NewTestamentbelieverswerewarnedthat,asHisdisciples,they

wouldbearacross9,endurethelossoffamily10,ofjobs11andofdreams.12I

believeweneedtorethinkthefoundation,thestartingpointofour

relationshipwithJesus.13Yousee,manyofusseem tohavegottenoffon

thewrongfoot.ArewerespondingtoHistermsorcreatingourown?His

termsincluded:repent,believe,followme,stopwhatyouaredoing,drop

yournets,leaveyourfather,don’tmissthekingdom ofGod!Biblical

discipleshipiswhatasavingrelationshipwithJesuslookedlike.Today

manyChristianswant“arelationshipwithJesus”thatrarelyincludesthose

thingsHerequiredofHisfirstfollowers.

Christianstodayareusuallyquitesurprisedtolearnthattheword

“Christian”isnotfoundintheBibleuntilmidwaythroughthebookofActs.

ThereisnorecordthatJesusevercalledHisfollowers,Christians.Itis

usedonlythreetimesinthewholeNewTestament!InourBibles,theword

“disciple”iswhatbelieversarecalledover200times!Theearlybelievers

kneweachotherasdisciplesofJesus.Infact,theveryfirstuseoftheword

Christiangrowsoutoftheworddisciple.“Thediscipleswerefirstcalled

ChristiansatAntioch”(Acts11:36).TheyweredisciplesofJesusbefore

theywerecalledChristiansbyothers. Todayweseeexactlytheopposite.

WearefirstcalledChristiansandthenleadershopethatsomedisciples

mightariseoutofthemass.ButintheBible,theonlyonesoriginallycalled

ChristiansinAntiochwerethosewhowerefunctioning,committed

disciplesofJesus.Anddisciplesobeyedtheirrabbis.Iam writingtoremind

usthatobediencetoJesuswasnon-negotiabletoHisNewTestament

disciples.Anditshouldbesimilarwithus.

Godishelpingthousandsrediscoverandrenewtherealityandpower

ofbiblicaldiscipleshipintheirownlives.Ihopethatthischapterandbook

willencourageyoutojointhegrowingglobalresurgenceoftruedisciples

who“followtheLambwhereverHegoes”(Rev.14:4).

Iwantyoutotakethetimeneededtoreflectandrespondafter
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readingeachchapter.Disciplesobey.Butnotlikeprogrammedrobots.

Theywerealwaysthinking,wrestlingwithJesus’ideas.AskingHim when

theywerenotsure.Arguingamongthemselveswhentheythoughtthey

understoodmorethantheyactuallydid.Sonow,tohelpyoureturntoJesus

ortoexperienceatruerelationshipwithHim forthefirsttimeonHisterms,

carefullyconsidertheend-of-chapterquestionsforreflection.And,justas

prayerfully,considerthecommandsofJesusconcerningrepentanceas

yourfirststepsinfollowingHim.Repentisaone-wordcommand.Itwas

thefirstwordspokentoHisdisciplesanditneedstobethefirstcommand

weconsidertoday!TheonlywaytostartofffollowingJesusontheright

footisbyrepentance.

ManyChristiansshouldRepentoftheirRepentance

ManyoftheJewishleadersofJesus’daywereinsultedbyJohnthe

Baptist’sandJesus’calltorepent.Theywereobservingalongstandingway

oflife.Traditionsthatdefinednearlyeverythingthattheydid.Whichthey

sawasgoingallthewaybacktoMosesandMountSinai.Whowerethese

mencallingthem toturntheotherwayandlivedifferently?Forthatiswhat

“repent”means.

SimilarlytodaymanyChristiansarelikelyoffendedbythecallto

repent.Wehavebeentoldthatweare“in.”Andifwearein,wecannotbe

lost.Noonecanpluckusfrom Hishand.Thatistrue.Butthequestionis,

“Arewe‘in’orarewedeludingourselves,thinkingwearesafewhenwe

reallyarenot?”Repentanceistheproofthatweare“in.”Johndemandedit

ofthePhariseesandtheSadduceeswhowerelisteningtohim,“Youbrood

ofvipers!Whowarnedyoutofleefrom thecomingwrath?Producefruitin

keepingwithrepentance”(Matthew3:8).Jesuspreachedrepentanceas

HisfirstwordandtaughtHisdisciplestopreachthesame.Yearslater,Paul

woulddescribehismessagetoKingAgrippausingthesamewords,“First

tothoseinDamascus,thentothoseinJerusalem andinallJudea,andto

theGentilesalso,IpreachedthattheyshouldrepentandturntoGodand

provetheirrepentancebytheirdeeds”(Acts26:20).

So,ourresponsetoChrist’sWordshouldalwaysbeasincere
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repentanceorturningawayfrom oursinandtoJesus.Toanewand

differentlife.WemustdenyourselvesandfollowJesus.Repentance

soundslikeconfessionofsinandlookslikefollowingJesus.Makesure

yourrepentancehasbothasoundandalook.Ihaveneverseenthistruth

betterexpressedthanbythefollowingquote:

“Thecalltodiscipleship…involvesanabout-turnandthereforea

completebreakandnewbeginning.TofollowJesusmeanstogo

beyondoneself…andthereforetoturnone’sbackononeself,toleave

oneselfbehind...itcanneverbeaquestionofaroutinecontinuation

orrepetitionofwhathashithertobeenourcustomarypractice.It

alwaysinvolvesthedecisionofanewday;theseizingofanew

opportunitythatwasnotpresentyesterdaybutisnowgiveninand

withthecallbyJesus.Inevitably,peoplewhoarecalledbyJesus

renounceandturnawayfrom themselvesastheywereyesterday.To

usetheimportantNewTestamentexpression,theydeny

themselves.”14

WhenwerepentofwhattheSpiritconvictsusof,webegintofollow

Jesusandreallylive.Wegetoffontherightfootandstartgoingintheright

direction.ManyChristiansneedtorepentoftheirinitialrepentance,forit

neverincluded“acompletebreakandanewbeginning.”Itonlyincluded

slightchangesthatoftenrelentedandreturnedinthecourseoftime.But

notanactualabout-facewayoflifethatresultedfrom Godshiningthelight

onourpriorwayoflifeandconvincingusthatitwasreallythewayofdeath.

Truerepentancefollowsourgraspingtherealitythatwewereeating

rubbishandcallingitgoodfood.Truesalvationoccurswhenthe

regeneratingpoweroftheSpiritshowsuswhatourdietwasandgivesusa

truerevulsionforit.WhenHeletsustasteofJesusandmakesuswillingto

changeourlife’smenu.WhenJesusbecomesthebreadoflifetousandall

thetastytidbitsofSatanbegintosmellspoiled.Likesomuchrubbish.

WhatMakesourGoodWorksGood?
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FollowingJesusintruerepentance,though,cannotstandalone.

“Repentandbelievethegoodnews”(Mark1:15)isthejointcommand

JesusissuedinHisevangelism.Truerepentancedemandstruefaith.Faith

inJesus.FaithproducingarelationshipwithOnebetterthanusall.Thisis

reallybetternewsthanwethink.ManyofusChristiansunderstandthis

betterwhenputinthisway.WeknowthatatthejudgmentseatofChrist,

therewillbesomerewardsgiven.ForthesavedtoberewardedbyGod,

someoftheirworksmusthavebeentrulygood.Goodenoughforaholy

Godtocallthem goodandgivearewardforthem.So,obviously,wecando

goodworks.“ForweareGod’sworkmanship,createdinChristJesustodo

goodworks,whichGodpreparedinadvanceforustodo”(Ephesians2:10).

Andwewillberewardedforthoseworkswhenwelldone.“Godisnot

unjust;hewillnotforgetyourworkortheloveyouhaveshownhim asyou

havehelpedhispeopleandcontinuetohelpthem”(Hebrews6:10).

Scripturesometimescallstherewardofgoodworks“acrown.”What

makesagoodworkdoneonearthtrulygoodbeforeGod?Something

worthyofbeingcrownedbyGod?Itiswhenthatworkiscombinedwith

faithinJesus.Orwhenitis“createdinChristJesus.”Paulelsewherecalls

suchworksofobedience,“theobediencethatcomesfrom faith”(Romans

1:5).

DoyoubelievethattherighteousobedienceofJesuswassogood

thatyourfaithinHim purifiesyourdeed,makingit“agoodwork”inthe

sightofGod?Hisobediencereallydoesdothat,andthatreallymatters.

Becausewhenyoubelievethis,itwillfreeyoufrom thinkingthatobedience

alwaysleadstoaself-righteous,holier-than-thoulifestyle.LookingtoJesus

asyouobeyHiscommandswillmakeyoutrulyhumble.Thisfaithcan

makeyoureallycherishHim everymomentyoulivebecauseyouseethe

worksyoudoasthoseyoucouldonlydo“inChristJesus.”Theycan’tbe

doneapartfrom Him andfaith,alone,linksustogether.Aswewillseelater,

Christiansoftendonoteventhinkaboutthisamazinggrace.Wejustgo

aboutdoingwhatwethinkisrightwithoutreallydependingonJesus.So,

wearenotactuallydoingthework“inHisname.”Andmanyofus

underestimatethecommandofGod,“Andwhateveryoudo,whetherin

wordordeed,doitallinthenameoftheLordJesus,givingthankstoGod
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theFatherthroughHim”(Colossians3:17).DisciplesactinJesus’name,

notontheirownbehalf.ThiswayoflifeisnotthenormalChristianlifeas

wehavelearnedit.Butitcanbecomeyournewnorm.

ThisisnowhowIlive.Oneofthemostimportantversesformydaily

walkfocusesonJesus’promise:“Iam thelightoftheworld.Whoever

followsmewillneverwalkindarkness,butwillhavethelightoflife”(John

8:12).Ibelievethistruthappliestomeineverysituation.When,byfaith,I

followJesus,everythingchanges.Iseeeverythinginadifferentlight.We

usedtosing,

“IneedTheeeveryhour,

StayThounearby,

Temptationslosetheirpower,

WhenThouartnigh.”15

FaithletsusliveinChrist’sveryrealpresence.Hasn’tyourlifeproventhat

whatThomasaKempislongagowroteistrue?“WhenJesusispresent,all

iswell,andnothingseemsdifficult;but,whenJesusisabsenteverythingis

hard?”16Letusall,Christiansornon-Christians,repent,believeandlive!
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A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisEd.Iwrotethisbook,soyoushouldknowabitaboutmy

life.IwalkedtheaislewhenIwas12.ThatsameFebruarynightsawthe

conversionofmymom andyoungerbrother.Jesusbecamealiveforusand,

bytheendoftheyear,mydadwasalsosaved.Mom anddaddevouredthe

Word,obeyingitasbesttheycould.Thisledtotremendouschangesinthe

family’slifestyleanddirection.

Mom wasourmaindiscipler.Butnoonecalledherthatinthosedays.

ShewouldstudyandobeytheScripturesduringthedayandsharewiththe
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fruitofthatwithusatnight.Itwasanamazingtimeofradicalobedience

andfearlessevangelism.But,fewofthepeoplewereachedwerediscipled.

Wesimplyfollowedthenorm andtookthem tochurchwithus.

Fastforwardtotoday–fourdecadeslater.Ihaveservedasapastor,

churchplanter,missionaryeducator,seminaryprofessor,authorandradio

presenter.AllwithinEvangelicalChristianity.Butuntil5yearsagoIdidnot

knowthedifferencebetweenaChristianandadisciple.Thatjourneybegan

whenIwasteachingActsatanAfricanBibleCollege.Anditstruckme—I

wasnotfulfillingtheGreatCommissionastheapostlesdid.NorwasI

radicallyobeyingJesusanylongerasIwastrainedtobymyparents.Oras

theearlydiscipleshadobeyedJesus.

MysearchintoNewTestamentdiscipleshiphasrevolutionizedmy

life.ThehardestobedienceJesushasrequiredofmehasbeentrue

repentance.ThepracticeIcalledrepentanceinvolvedconfessionofsin.

Butitdidnotdemandrejectingthesinandturningmybackonittofollow

Jesus.Confessionwasallthatwasrequired.Strugglingwiththesinwas

expected.Truediscipleshiphastaughtmedifferently.Sinistoberepented

of,whichinvolvesbothconfessionandanabout-faceactionofheartand

life.Repentance,thoughneverperfect,lookslikeobeyingJesusinthe

poweroftheSpiritratherthanfallingbackintoanendlesssin-confess-sin

pattern.SinceIwasnotseriouslyaccountabletoanyone,Icouldremainin

ministry,managingmysinfulhabits,withoutlivingalifeofholinessunto

theLord.

ObeyingJesus’callto“repent”dailyhasalteredmylife.Igladlyguard

myeyesandthoughtsfrom lust,praymuchmoreoften,loveothersand

giveofmytimeandmoneymuchmoreradicallythanbeforemyrenewal.

TheSpiritguidesme.Ialsolivedaily,lookingforpeopleofpeace

everywhereIgo—justasJesustaughtHisdisciplestodo.ButIstilldonot

repentorobeyperfectly.So,IembracethegospelofGod’sforgiveness

everydayasIconfessandrepentofmysins,lookingtomyperfectSavior,

Jesus.Inwhom,alone,Iam safe.AndIhavefellowdisciplesholdingme

accountabletoalifeofholinessasweallfollowthelivingChrist.Comejoin

usinreallyfollowingJesus.



21

Quotefrom AndrewMurray

“Theonlywaytolearntodoathingistodoit.Theonlywaytolearnobedience
from ChrististogiveupourownwillandmakethedoingofHiswillthedesire
anddelightofourheart.”(42)

QuestionsforReflection

1.Whatexactlyhascaughtyoubysurpriseinthischapter?

2.HowmanyChristiansthatyouknowmatchthe5-pointdescriptionofaNew

Testamentdisciple?DiscusstheresultsofourchurchesbeingfullofChristians

ratherthandisciples.

3.Haveyoubeendefining“repentance”correctlyorconfusingitwith“confession?”

4.Whatdoyouthinkyoushoulddoasyourfirststepofrepentance?

5.PRAYrightnowforyourselfandforothersyouknowwhoneedtore-visit

repentance.

6.Discusswhatmakesourgoodworksgood.

One-wordCommandforObedience
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“Repent”

Thetimehascome,” hesaid. “Thekingdom ofGodhascomenear.Repentandbelieve thegood
news!(Mark1:15)

Theywentoutandpreachedthatpeopleshouldrepent.(Mark6:12)

Itellyou,no!Butunlessyourepent,youtoowillallperish.(Luke13:3)

…andrepentancefortheforgivenessofsinswillbepreachedinhis(Christ’s)name toallnations, 
beginningatJerusalem.(Luke24:47)

Considerhowfaryouhavefallen!Repent anddothethingsyoudidatfirst.Ifyoudonotrepent,Iwill
cometoyouandremoveyourlampstandfrom itsplace.(Rev2:5)

Repent therefore!Otherwise,Iwillsooncometoyouandwillfightagainstthem withtheswordof
mymouth.(Rev2:16)

SoIwillcastheronabedofsuffering,andIwillmakethosewhocommitadultery withhersuffer
intensely,unlesstheyrepentofherways.(Rev2:22)

Remember,therefore,whatyouhavereceivedandheard;holditfast,andrepent.Butifyoudonotwake
up,Iwillcomelikeathief, andyouwillnotknowatwhattime Iwillcometoyou.(Rev3:3)

Thosewhom IloveIrebukeanddiscipline. Sobeearnestandrepent.(Rev3:19)

“Thereforeeveryonewhohearsthesewordsofmineandputs

them intopracticeislikeawisemanwhobuilthishouseonthe
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rock…Buteveryonewhohearsthesewordsofmineanddoesnot

putthem intopracticeislikeafoolishmanwhobuilthishouseon

thesand.”(Matthew7:24-26)

“IhavesetyouanexamplethatyoushoulddoasIhavedonefor

you.Itellyouthetruth,noservantisgreaterthanhismaster,nor

isamessengergreaterthantheonewhosenthim.Nowthatyou

know thesethings,youwillbeblessedifyoudothem.”(John

13:15-17)

“TocommitourselvestoChristasfullydevotedfollowers,wemustbe
strucknotjustwiththebenefitsofourencounterswithHim butalsowith
thedivineauthorityofthePersonwearefollowingandthecausetowhich
heleadsus.Aswehavenoted,followingissimplyamatterofunqualified
obediencetotheincarnateGodoftheuniverse.Ifbenefitsalonewerethe
motivation,the followers ofthe firstcentury would have bailed out
immediately,sinceformanyofthem”tofollow”meantbeingmarginalized,
malignedandsometimesmartyred.

(JosephStowell–FollowingChrist-pp67-
66)

Jesushadthepatternforformingdisciples.HegaveHisowndisciples
concretethingstodoinsteadofthingstostoreawayintheirbrains.And
theyobeyedHim.Hedidn’tpreachinspirationalmessagestomotivate
them…IfwewereunderthelordshipofChrist,Hecouldjustsaytheword,
andwewouldn’tneedanysoftorganmusicorsoothingwordsfrom the
pulpit—wewoulddoasweweretold.
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(JuanCarlosOrtiz,Disciple,pp110-
111)

ChapterTwo-TheTaleofThreeFrogs

AnotherreasonwhymanyChristiansrarelyobeyJesusissimply
capturedbythisshortbutprofoundtale:

Therewerethreefrogssittingonalog.
Onefrogdecidedtojumpintothepond.

Howmanyfrogswereleftonthelog?

Ifyourmindworkslikemine,youquicklythought,“two.”Wemay

easilyconcludethatthereweretwofrogsleftonthelogbecauseone

decidedtojumpintothewater.ButourrapiddeductionrevealsaBIGflaw.

Yousee,therewerestillthreefrogsleftonthatlog.Thefrogwhodecided

tojumpintothewaterhadmadeagreatdecision.Hewasgettinghotand

heneededtocooloff.Heneededtogetwet.Sohedecidedtojumpin.But

mentalconclusionsarenotthesameasmovement.Decidingtodo

somethingisnotthesameasdoingit!

Whenyouarehungryanddecideitistimetoeat,youknowthat

decisiontoeatisNOTthesameaseating.Itisonlythinkingabouteating.

Thereisnochewingorswallowing.Nocaloricintake.Youcannotsatisfy

yourhungeruntilyoudosomethingaboutit.Untilyoueat.Likewise,when

youreadthisbook,youmightgetallexcitedaboutwhatyou’rethinking.

Youmightevenstartplanning.Butuntilyoujumpoffthelog,youare

practicallynodifferentfrom thoseotherfrogswhichliveanddiequite

comfortablyrightwheretheyare.

WhenDoingNothingTurnsDeadly

Infact,youwhoreadthismightbeingreaterdangerthanthosewho

donot.Howcanthatbe?Thisishow-ifwhatyouarethinkingaboutdoing
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issomethingthatyououghttodo.SomethingthatGodcommandsyouto

do.Somethingthatyourfamily,yourneighbors,yournationandyourworld

needyoutodo.Then,stayingonthelogmightbedownrightdeadly.

“Anyonewhoknowsthegoodheoughttodoanddoesn’tdoit,sins”

(James4:17).Weallunderstandthatsinisbad.Butwehaveusually

categorized“sin”asbadstuffwehavedonethatweshouldnothavedone.

Orthereallybadstuffthatothersdo.WhenJameswrotethatNOTdoing

whatweoughttodoissinful,hewasshowingushowdeadlystayingonthe

logcanbe.“Thewagesofsinisdeath”(Rom.6:23a).Ifallsinisdeadly,

thenbothsinsofcommissionandsinsofomissionaredestructive.What

wedothatiswrongandwhatwedon’tdothatweshoulddo,bothleadto

death.Dyinglives,dyingfamiliesanddyingchurches.So,whenafrogstays

toolongonalog,hebeginstocook,nomatterhowoftenhecontemplates

jumpingintothewater.Isitpossiblethattherearemanywell-dressed,

neatly-groomed,church-goingChristianswhoaredryingupbecausethey

nevergetbeyondthecarefully-thinking-it-overstage?

ListentoJesus.“Hewhoisnotwithmeisagainstme,andhewho

doesnotgatherwithmescatters”(Matt.12:30).Thatisdiscipletalk.Tobe

withJesusistofollowJesus.ToacknowledgeHispresence.Towalkwith

God.ButyoucannottrulywalkwithGodwithoutdoingtheotherthing

Jesusmentionedinthisverse.WhenwewalkwithJesus,we“gather.”We

stretchoutourhandsandpickupsomeoneorsomethingelse.Wedogood

forothersoutoflove.WhathaveyougatheredwithJesus?Pleasethink

hardaboutthat.ThequestioniscrucialbecauseJesustaughtthatdoing

nothingisscattering.DoingnothingisdetrimentaltotheKingdom and

yourself.

Good,Church-GoingChristians

So,wewillslightlyaltertheoriginalstoryasfollows:

TherewerethreeChristianssittingonapewlisteningtoagoodsermon.
OneChristiandecidedtochangehislifeandfollowJesus.

HowmanyChristianswereleftsittingonthepew?
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Inwritingthisbook,Ihopetohelpyouseethedeadlyconditionthat

existsinmuchofChristianity.Maybeeveninyourchurch.Achurchculture

thatlistens,reflects,andsays,“Amen;”butreturnsthenextSundayjustto

dothesamethingagain.Ridingamerry-go-roundisnotfollowingJesus.

ThattypeofChristianityisoflittlevaluetoanyone.SuchaChristianisnot

reallyhelpingothersorpleasingGod.SuchaChristianisnotadiscipleora

followerofJesus.HeisjustoneofmanychurchgoingChristians.Oneof

millionswhothinkalotabouttheBible,aboutJesus,aboutheavenandhell.

Butthinkingisnotdoing.AndifyouarenotfollowingJesus,obeyingHis

commandsoutofaheartoffaithandlove,Hedoesnotseeyouas“with

me.”

Iwillnotbegivingfalsehopesinthisbook.ButwillfollowPaul,who,

whenwritingtoaveryfaithfulchurch,wordedhiswarningsverycarefully,

“Therefore,myfriends,asyouhavealwaysobeyed—notonlyinmy

presence,butnowmuchmoreinmyabsence—continuetoworkout

yoursalvationwithfearandtrembling,foritisGodwhoworksinyou

towillandtoactaccordingtohisgoodpurpose”(Philippians2:12-13).

WeareinagreementwithJamesthat“Faithwithoutworksisdead”

(James2:26b).Apastdecisionwithoutongoingobedienceisafruitless

decision.Ameredecisionlookslike“theseedthatfellamongrockyplaces”

producing“themanwhohearsthewordandatoncereceivesitwithjoy.

Butsincehehasnoroot,helastsonlyashorttime.Whentroubleor

persecutioncomesbecauseoftheword,hequicklyfallsaway”(Matthew

13:20-21).Sucha“faith”doesnotsavethatperson.Itisnottruefaith.

ManyofushavebeenassuredthatifwesimplyaskJesusto“comein,”

thenHewill.Andallwillbewell.Weshouldhaveinterpretedthegospel

morecarefullythanthat.ListentowhatJesussaid,“Ifanyonelovesme,he

willobeymyteaching,MyFatherwilllovehim,andwewillcometohim and

makeourhomewithhim.Hewhodoesnotlovemewillnotobeymy

teaching”(John14:21-22).Wantingtobesavedfrom hellisnottheonlyor

bestmotiveforaskingHim toenterourlives.Heindwellsthosewholove
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andobeyHim.Histermsofentrancearenotquiteassimpleasmany

Christianssuppose.

ConversionwithoutTransformation

Ofcourse,IknowthatitisonlyfaiththatunitesuswithJesus.That

isthewonderfulgospelofGod’sgrace.Butwehavecreatedamessby

assuringpeopleofaquicklyachievedheavenlysalvationwithoutany

earthlytransformation.Truefaithmustnotbedivorcedfrom whatit

produces:worksoflove.AsBonhoefferagainwrote,

“From thepointofviewofjustificationitisnecessarytoseparate

them (faith&obedience),butwemustneverlosesightoftheir

essentialunity.Forfaithisonlyrealwhenthereisobedience,never

withoutit….”17

Truegrace,thoughabundantlyrichandofferedfreely,isnoteasy.Itisnota

beautifullywrapped,batteriesincluded,no-assembly-requiredbirthdaygift.

THATismostdefinitelynotthegiftofGod’ssalvationbygraceofferedto

usthroughfaith.Jesussaid,“Enterbythenarrowgate.Forthegateiswide

andthewayiseasythatleadstodestruction,andthosewhoenterbyitare

many. Forthegateisnarrowand thewayishardthatleadstolife,

and thosewhofinditarefew.”(Matthew7:13-14–ESV).

Bonhoeffer,whoopposedandwasexecutedbytheNazis70years

ago,wrote,“CheapgraceisthedeadlyenemyofourChurch.Weare

fightingtodayforcostlygrace.”And,“Cheapgraceisgracewithout

discipleship,gracewithoutthecross,withoutJesusChrist,livingand

incarnate.18

Idonotwantanyonetomisunderstandme.Icarefullyinsistthatour

obedience,thoughsincereandreal,isneverperfectorfaultless.Ithasno

savingmeritonitsown.OurobediencealwaysmustbewhatPaulcalled,

“theobediencethatcomesfrom faith,”(Romans1:5),oralooking-to-Jesus

obedience.WestandjustifiedinHim.Hisperfectionhasbecomeours.We

receiveHisrighteousnesswhenwefirsttrulybelieve,withitsfruitbeing

imputedtoouraccountbeforeGod.Thatisagreattruth.Itispartofthe
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gospelwhichcanhelpfreeusfrom bothself-righteousnessandself-

condemnation!

Iwilloftendeclarethewholegospelinthisbooktohelpcounterthe

deadlysinofpridefrom growinginourhearts.Irealizethatwearesoprone

toexaltourselves,thatanylonglookatobediencerunstheriskoffocusing

attentiononusandouroutcomesratherthanonJesus.So,thisisthe

antidote—donotfocusonobedience.FocusonJesus.ListentoJesus.And

followJesus.Don’tjustsitonthelogorinthepew,ponderingChrist’s

commands.Beadiscipleandjumpin.ButkeepyoureyesonJesusbyan

active,humble,obedientfaith.ForalookatsomeofJesus’commandsand

howweshouldobeythem,seeAppendixOne:TheCommandsofJesusin

Mark’sGospel.

A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisDebby.Iam Ed’swife.IgrewupinaChristianhome,andI
wasacquaintedwiththeterm “disciple.”Tome,adisciplewassimplyone
whofollowedJesus. Ihavecometounderstandbetterwhatadisciple
reallymeansandthus,howtofollowJesusonHisterms.  Tobea disciple
istobetotallysubmittedtoJesus,toimitatehislife,tolearnHisteachings,
tohidetheWordinmyheart andtobecomeadisciplemaker.

ThehardestobedienceJesushasrequiredofmehasbeentoletgo
ofmanythingsIcannotcontrolandrememberthatJesus,Himselfismy
mainfocus.Embracingthishaschangedandyetsimplifiedmylife. Life
happens.ButIhavelearnedtothatnothingshouldcomebetweenmeand
Jesus.Thatsimplifieseverything.Myfamily,job,possessionsorgoalsare
submittedtoJesus.Theyaregiftsfrom God,buttheymustnotget
betweenmeandJesus.

Inthisjourneyofdiscipleship, Ibegantopraywithothersfor“People
ofPeace”inourarea. Aftersometime,othersjoinedusandGodstarted
openingdoors. WesawGodpreparepeopleinourregion,andevenaround
theworld,tohearandobeythecallto“goandmakedisciples.”

Alongwithcommittingtoregularprayer,I learned the“Discovery
BibleStudy”method. Beingabeliever,IwasaccustomedtoBibleStudies
thatweretaughtbyaleader. Itaughtmanysuchclasses. Thesedidnot
oftenleadtogrowthorchangeinmylife.Itwasnotuncommonformeto
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dolittleornothingwiththeWordfrom thesestudies.
InDiscoveryBibleStudies I learnedtorespondtotheScripturewitha

concrete“IWill”statementthattheHolySpiritledmetomake. Iwill,with
theLord'shelp, dosomethinginresponsetotheWordandaswellasshare
thestorywithsomeoneelseinthecomingweek. Thissimplechangein
formathasignitedmyheartinfollowingJesus. Theoutcomeisregular
repentance,growingfaith,andopendoorstosharingandmakingdisciples.

Alongwiththis,Ihaveanewspiritofexpectation. Thisapproachto
followingJesushasshownme therealityoftheHolySpiritbeingthe
TeacherandJesus’goingbeforemeasHehaspromisedintheGreat
Commission. PracticingthepresenceofGodhasbecomearealityand
followingJesushasbecomebothsimpleandduplicable. Comeandfollow
Jesuswithus.

Quotefrom AndrewMurray

“From theverybeginningoftheChristianlife,letusavoidthefatalmistakeofcalling
Christ,“Master”butnotdoingwhatHesays.”(58)

QuestionsforReflection

1.IsyourChristianenvironmentcharacterizedmorebythoughtorbyaction?Howmuch

thought

doyouthinkshouldprecedeobedience?

2.Haveyouconsideredsinsofomissionasbeingequallydeadlytosinsofcommission?

3.Canyouclearlyexplainwhygraceiscostlyandnotcheap?

4.DiscusshowyoucouldencouragemoreofaresponsetotheWordinyourhomeandchurch.

One-wordCommandtoObey

“Believe”

Thetimehascome,”hesaid.“Thekingdom ofGodisnear.Repentandbelievethegoodnews.
(Mark1:15)

Overhearing whattheysaid,Jesustoldhim, Don’tbeafraid;justbelieve.(Mark5:36)

Whoeverbelievesandisbaptizedwillbesaved,butwhoeverdoesnotbelievewillbe
condemned.(Mark16:16)
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ForGodsoloved theworldthathegave hisoneandonlySon, thatwhoeverbelieves inhim shallnot
perishbuthaveeternallife.(John3:16)

Thentheyaskedhim,WhatmustwedotodotheworksGodrequires?Jesusanswered, Thework
ofGodisthis:tobelieve intheonehehassent.(John6:28-29)

ThenJesusdeclared, Iam thebreadoflife. Whoevercomestomewillnever
gohungry,andwhoeverbelieves inmewillneverbethirsty.(John6:35)

Itoldyouthatyouwoulddieinyoursins;ifyoudonotbelievethatIam he, youwillindeeddiein
yoursins.”(John8:24)

BelievemewhenIsaythatIam intheFatherandtheFatherisinme;oratleastbelieveonthe
evidence
oftheworksthemselves.(John14:11)

ThenhesaidtoThomas, Putyourfingerhere;seemyhands.Reachoutyourhandandputitintomy
side.Stopdoubtingandbelieve.(John20:27)

“Oneoftheteachersofthelaw cameand…askedhim,“Ofallthe
commandments,whichisthemostimportant?”“Themostimportant
one,” answeredJesus, “isthis:… LovetheLordyourGodwithall
yourheartandwithallyoursoulandwithallyourmindandwith
allyourstrength.’Thesecondisthis:‘Loveyourneighborasyourself.’ 
Thereisnocommandmentgreaterthanthese”(Mark12:28-31).

“Letnodebtremainoutstanding,exceptthecontinuingdebtto
loveoneanother,forwhoeverlovesothershasfulfilledthelaw.The
commandments…aresummedup inthisonecommand:“Love
yourneighborasyourself.” Lovedoesnoharm toaneighbor.
Thereforeloveisthefulfillmentofthelaw.”(Romans13:8-10).
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“Soanyonewhothinkshehasunderstoodthedivinescripturesoranypart

ofthem,butcannotbyhisunderstandingbuildupthisdoubleloveofGod

andneighbor,hasnotyetsucceededinunderstandingthem.”

(AugustineofHippo–OnChristianTeaching,1:36.40)

“Ihavewrittenalmostfiftybooks,andeverythingineveryoneofthem

mightbemistaken,butthisonethinghastobetrue:thatGodislove.”

(PeterKreeft–TheGodWhoLovesYou,p12)

“Theapostledoesnotsay,‘Godisloving,’asifhewerespeakingofoneof

manydivineattributes,but“Godislove’—asiftosaythatlovepervadesand

influencesallHisattributes.” (JohnMacArthur–TheLoveof

God,p29)

Chapter3–WhenLoveisnotthemostImportantThing

Imagine,standingalonebeforeJesus.Helooksatyouandsays,“I

haveaclear,one-wordcommandforyou.Theonethingthatmattersmost

toMeandwillprovethatyouareMydisciple.”Wouldyoudoit?You

probablyarethinking,“Sure,Iwould.Noonemattersmoretomethan

Jesus.”

Loveissuchacommand.Doesthatthoughtsurpriseorconfuseyou?

Doyouthinkoflovethatway?ManyChristiansdonot,becauseloveisa

stateofbeing.Itis,tobeginwith,aninneremotion.Weforget“Godlooks
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ontheheart,”andthinkthatwhatwedooutwardlymattersmost.Yousee,

yourheart’sfeelingsmattertoGod.Youlovewhatyoutakedelightin.

Thosepeopleofwhom youthinkoftenandlongtosee,youlove.Godhas

commandedustoloveHim andothersthatway.Notoccasionally.Allof

thetime.“LovetheLordyourGodwithallyourheartandwithallyoursoul

andwithallyourmindandwithallyourstrength”(Mark12:30).AsIwrote

elsewhere,

“Thinkofit!Godwasaskedwhatmatteredmosttohim.Andhe
gaveaclearanswer.Endofdebate.Nofurtherquestionsneeded.Never
everforgetthat,accordingtoJesus,lovemattersmosttoGod.Doeslove
matter mosttoyou?

“Don’tanswerthatquestiontooquicklyorlightly.Reallyreflect
on it….Here’sanotherquestion.Sinceloveisthemostimportantsingle
thing, whyshouldyoueverallowittotakeasecondplace?Why
shouldlove EVERbedisplacedbyanyotherthought,emotionor
choiceinourlives?”19

Today’slackofloveamongChristiansisproofthatmanyofusarein

rebellion.Doyouthinkthatistoostrongaword?Isn’titrebellionwhen

childrendefytheirparents?Orwhenacitizenopposesthelawsoftheland?

WhereverintheKingdom loveisnotbeingexercised,thespiritofrebellion

is.Christ-likeloveishardenoughtofindinachurchamongitsmembers.

HowdifficultisittoseebetweenChristiansofdifferentchurches?Or

varyingdenominations?Orwithpastorsintheirrelationshipswithother

pastors?

OnereasonthatsomeofusmaynothighlightGod’scommandto

loveisthatweoftendownplayGod’scommandsinfavorofHisgrace.Asif

theywereopposedtoeachother.Wehavesuchsecurityinouralready

beingsavedthatobeyingJesusreallydoesnotplayabigpartinhowwe

actuallylive.Whatyoumustrealize,ifyoureallywanttobeadiscipleof

Jesus,isthatChrist’scommandscannotbediscarded.AndespeciallyHis

commandtolove,sinceitisnotmerelyoneofmanyimportantcommands.

ItisthemostimportantcommandforHisfollowers.Loverightlydefined

canhardlybeoveremphasized.20TheologianGaryBadcockrightlystated,
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“Andsoitisthatwithlove,weareatthecenterofeverythingin
the teachingof Jesus…WhentakentogetherwithsuchJohannine
statementsas ‘Godislove’and‘Godsolovedtheworld’suchtexts(as
Mk12:28-31) rightlyleadustoconcludethatwehaveintheconceptof
loveakindof symbolofthewholeoftheChristianmessage,bothinits
foundationsinthe beingandactsofGodandinitsapplicationinthe
spirituallife. Theologically,everythingistobelocatedandfoundhere;
everythingistobe organicallydevelopedinrelationtothisone
concreteconcept.”21

Ifourlivesarenotdevotedtolove,howcanweclaim tobefollowingJesus,

whoisLoveIncarnate?22

The“House”ofLove

Jesuswasoftencalled“rabbi,”23evenbyNicodemus,aJewish

memberoftherulingSanhedrin(John3:2).Theterm wasoneofgreat

respectandhonorgiventoeminentsagesormasterswhohadfollowers.

WehaveseenfivewaysinwhichJesusdiscipledlikeotherrespected

rabbistrainedtheirdisciples.Butinreferenceto“lovetoGodandneighbor,”

Hedifferedsignificantlyfrom them.Andeveryrabbiwhohadsome

significantdisagreementwiththeinterpretationsofotherswouldneedto

establishhisown“school”or“house.”

SomeunderstandingofJewishhistoryishelpfulhere.Themost

famousschoolsoftheearly1stcenturywereBeitHillelandBeitShammai.

Hillel(diedca10AD),thePresidentoftheSanhedrin,wasknowntobemore

tolerant.Shammai(diedca30AD),whosucceededHillelasPresident,was

morerestrictiveandpoliticallyreactionary.Theschool(disciples)of

ShammaiwouldhaveencouragedtheJewishrebellionthatultimatelyledto

themassacreofthousandsandthedestructionoftheTemple.(67-70AD).

Hillel’sschool,ledbyhisgrandsonGamalielII,becamethemainleaders

onlyafterthedevastationof70AD.ThoughHillelandShammaithemselves

differedononlyafewkeymatters,theirfollowersinthetimeofJesusand

Hisapostlesbecamedividedinhundredsofways.

“TheHilleliteswere,likethefounderoftheirschool,quiet,peace
- lovingmen, accommodatingthemselvestocircumstancesand
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times,andbeingdeterminedonlyuponfosteringtheLawandbringingman
nearer tohisGodantheShammaites,ontheotherhand,sternand
unbendinglike theoriginatoroftheirschool,emulatedandeven
exceededhisseverity.To them itseemedimpossibletobesufficiently
stringentin religious prohibitions.

“ThedisciplesofHillel,‘thepiousandgentlefollowerofEzra’
(Sanh. 11a),evincedinalltheirpublicdealingsthepeacefulness,
gentleness,and conciliatoryspiritwhichhaddistinguishedtheirgreat
master;andbythe samecharacteristicqualitiestheywereguided
duringthepoliticalstorms whichconvulsedtheircountry.The
Shammaites,onthecontrary,were intenselypatriotic,andwouldnot
bowtoforeignrule….Dispositionsso… antagonisticcannotusually
enduresidebysidewithoutprovokingseriousmisunderstandingsand
feuds;anditwasowingsolelytotheHillelites'forbearancethattheparties
didnotcometoblows,andthatevenfriendly relationscontinuedbetween
them,foratimeatleast.”24

EnoughJewishhistoryfornow.Let’sgetbacktotheimportanceof

“love”asthefulfillmentofthelaw.AllJewishsagesinthefirstcentury

wouldhavespokenoftheimportanceoflove.EvenShammaitaught,“Greet

everyonewithasmileonyourface.”25ThoseJewsknewtheTorahwell.Its

holycommandsdeclaredthatitwasneverrighttolayloveaside.

Inourday,manyChristianshavewonderedabouttherelevanceofthe

“ImprecatoryPsalms”inourlives.Interactingwithoneofthosepsalmsin

whichtheauthorbeginstorailagainsthisoppressorsandthehatersof

God,EugenePetersonmadethishelpfulcomment:

“Wecan’texcusethepsalmistforgettingangryonthegrounds
thathe wasnotyetaChristian,forhehadLeviticustoread:‘Youshall
nothate yourbrotherinyourheart….Youshallnottakevengeanceor
beara grudgeagainstthesonsofyourown people,butyoushall
loveyour neighborasyourself’(Lev19:17-18RSV).AndhehadExodus:‘If
you meetyourenemy’soxorhisassgoingastray,youshallbringitback
to him.Ifyouseetheassofonewhohatesyoulyingunderitsburden,
you

shallrefrain from leavinghim withit;youshallhelphim toliftit
up”(Ex 23:4-5).AndhehadtheProverbs:‘Don’tlaughwhenyourenemy
falls;don’tcrowoverhiscollapse”(Prov. 24:17).WhenJesussaid,
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‘Loveyourenemies,’headdednothingtowhatthispsalmistalreadyhad
beforehim.”26

But,Jesusbroughttheteachingoflovetonewheightsofimportance

forHisdisciples.Hiswayofshowinglovedifferedsignificantlyfrom other

rabbis.Rememberthateverydisciplewasexpectedtonotonlyembrace

therabbi’steaching,butalsohislifestyle.Thefollowingstoryhelpsbring

thisintofocus:

“The Talmud tellsthataGentilecametoShammaisayingthat
he wouldconverttoJudaism ifShammaicouldteachhim the
whole Torah in thetimethathecouldstandononefoot.Shammaidrove
him awaywitha builder'smeasuringstick!Hillel,ontheotherhand,
convertedthe Gentilebytellinghim,‘Thatwhichishatefultoyou,donot
dotoyourneighbor.ThatisthewholeTorah;therestiscommentary.Go
andstudy it.’"27

NoticethatHillel’s“GoldenRule”wasnegative,emphasizingwhat

NOTtodo.JesusputHisGoldenRuleinthepositive,asdoesLeviticus,and

taughtHisfollowerswhattodo.“Soineverything,dotootherswhatyou

wouldhavethem dotoyou,forthissumsupthelawandtheprophets”

(Matthew7:12).JesuswasshockinginHislove.Hetouchedlepers.Ate

withprostitutes.BlessedbabiesandinvitedchildrentogatheraroundHim

forteaching.Stayedovernightandfeastedatthehomesofinfamoustax

collectors.Delivereddemoniacs.Healedthesick.Hisaccessibilitytoand

careforthemultitudeswasrefreshinglydifferentthanothergreatrabbis.

AVeryDifferentSchoolofLove

JesusdidanotherthingthatchallengedJewishpractice.Unlikeother

sagesofHisday,Hecalledeveryone,includingwomenandchildren.Jesus

welcomedwomen!Thatmadehim verydifferent.Andhighlycontroversial.

Hisdoortodiscipleshipwassimplytoolarge,asHeinvitedalltofollow

Him.“Cometome,allyouwhoarewearyandburdened,andIwillgiveyou

rest.Takemyyokeuponyouandlearnfrom me,forIam gentleand

humbleinheart,andyouwillfindrestforyoursouls.Formyyokeiseasy

andmyburdenislight”(Matthew11:28-30).OneHebrewexpert,DavidBivin,
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helpsusunderstandtheseamazingwords,

“HowwouldJesus’firstlistenershaveheardhiswordsabout
taking onhisyoke?...Inarabbi-disciplerelationship,thedisciplewas
expectedto placehimselfinapositionoftotalobedienceand
dedicationtohisrabbiandhisphilosophy.Itwashisdesiretobecomejust
likehim.Thiswassaidtobetakingonthe“yoke”oftherabbi…Takingona
rabbi’syokewasnotnegative.Whenone’sdesireistopullthesameload
ashisteacher,the bestwaytodoitistowillinglybindoneselftohis
yokeandcart.”28

Jesuslovedradically.AnditisthatyokeoflovethatHecallsusto

pullwithHim.HecommandsHisfollowerstobindthemselvestodoingthe

sameactsoflovethatHedid.ThatmarkdistinguishedHim andHisschool

from allothers.Doeslovedescribeyou?

HowLoveLooks

Whendiscussingwith“anexpertofthelaw”howlovetoGodand

neighborweretheepitomeofkeepingthelaw,JesusgaveHisfamous

parableof“theGoodSamaritan.”Thelegalexpert“wantedtojustify

himself,”soheaskedJesus,“whoismyneighbor?”InHisparable,Jesus

identifiedaJewishpriestandaLevite,asthosewho“passedbyonthe

otherside.”

“ButaSamaritan,ashetraveled,camewherethemanwas;and
whenhesawhim,hetookpityonhim.Hewenttohim and bandaged
hiswounds,pouringonoilandwine.Thenheputthe manonhisown
donkey,tookhim toaninnandtookcare ofhim.Thenextdayhetook
outtwosilvercoinsandgavethem totheinnkeeper.‘Lookafterhim,’he
said,‘andwhenIreturn,Iwillreimburseyouforanyextraexpense you
mayhave.’Whichofthesethreedoyouthinkwasaneighbortothe man
whofellintothehandsoftherobbers?Theexpertinthelaw replied,
‘Theonewhohadmercyonhim.’Jesustoldhim,‘Goanddo likewise.’”
(Luke10:25-37)

Althoughtheywereobligedtoteachonlove,fewofJerusalem’srabbis

distinguishedthemselvesbylovingasHeloved.So,Jesussaidtothe
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crowdsandtoHisdisciples,“TheteachersofthelawandthePhariseessit

inMoses’seat.Soyoumustobeythem anddoeverythingtheytellyou.But

donotdowhattheydo,fortheydonotpracticewhattheypreach”

(Matthew23:1-3).Itwasespeciallyhere,withHisobviouslifeofselfless

love,thatHislifeandschoolwereabsolutelyunique.Andasitwasthen,so

itshouldbenow.CouldwefollowJesusinthisway?Orarewemorelike

theunlovingpriestandrabbithanlikethelovingSamaritan?

WhyJesusWins

“Loveneverfails.”(1Corinthians13:8a).Lovealwaysleavesitsmark

andinfluencesitsrecipients.Todaytherearethousandsofnewdisciples

whoarefollowingJesusinloveasHeissavingthem outofIslam andother

formsofreligiousbondage.WhereisChrist’sloveleadingthem?Jerry

Trousdalesharessomeoftheirremarkablestoriesofloveinhisbook,

MiraculousMovements:HowHundredsofThousandsofMuslimsare

FallinginLovewithJesus.Heconcludes,“IfyouwanttotouchaMuslim’s

heartwiththegospel,youhavetobeagenuinefriend.YouneedtoaskGod

togiveyouhonestconcernforthem,notseeMuslimsastrophy

conversions,butaspeoplewhom Godlovesandwhom youcanloveas

well.”29Getandreadhowloveiswinningthroughthese21stcentury

disciplesofJesus.Theirtestimoniesofcourageous,sacrificiallovewill

helpyouto“goanddolikewise”inyourowncontext.Ifyouwanttowin,

thenfollowtheWinner,Jesus.Andlovealwayswins!

AnUglyHeap

WhenJesustaughtthat“AlltheLawandtheProphetshangonthese

twocommandments,”(Matthew22:40),Hedepictedloveasthenailupon

whichalltherestofScripturewastobedisplayed.Takethenailawayfrom

abeautifulpicturehangingonyourwall,anditcrashestotheground,losing

itsbeautyandpurpose.Whenweremovethe“nail”oflovefrom our

handlingoftheWordofGod,italsocrashestothegroundinanuglyheap.

OurChristianlivesarefilledwithsuchheaps—ifwecaretolookandstop

sweepingthem undertherug.Countlessrelationshipsandopportunities

thathaveneverbeendevelopedbecauseweweretoofocusedonourselves.
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“Loveneverseeksitsown”(1Cor.13:5–NKJV).

AnUnforgettableNight

IfyouweretolistthecommandsofGodthatmattermosttoyou,

wouldlovebeatthetopofthelist?ItwasatthetopofJesus’listandHe

passedonitspreeminenceclearlytoHisdisciples.Hechosetodosoonan

eveningtheywouldneverforget.Intheupperroom,justbeforeHewas

arrestedandkilled.

OnthatfatefulnightJesusspokeofthisonecommand.(TheLord

JesususedtheformalwordforcommandherethatHeandtheGospel

writersuseelsewhereofthecommandmentsorlawsofMoses.30)Thereis

noquestionthatJesuswantedHisdisciplestoapproachlovewiththe

samecareanddevotionwithwhichobservantJewsapproachedtheTen

Commandments.WhenJesususedthewordcommand,itwasdifferent

from howothersusedthatword.Theyhad613commandsandmanymore

“fencelaws”tokeepthem from breakingthe613Scripturallaws.Itwas

oftenthedebateofthesesecondarycommandsorlawsthatbecamethe

focusofonerabbi’sschooldivergingfrom otherschools.Fencelaws

dividedtheJewsintodistinctiveandsometimesdisruptivegroups.The

lovelawofJesuswasgiventouniteHisdisciples.

OnthenightHewasbetrayed,Heissuedonesupremecommand:to

loveoneanother.ThiscommandtolovewasespeciallywhatJesuswanted

tobethebasisofeverythingHehadcommunicatedtothem.Ofallthe

manyothercommandsHehadissuedandexpectedtobeobeyed,thiswas

givensupremacy.SeehowclearlyandrepeatedlyJesusspokeoflove

duringthehourswhenHislifewasdrawingtoitsviolentclosure.Weare

amazed,asNewTestamentscholar,LeonMorris,noted,“TheGreeknoun

agape(“love”)andtheverbagapao(“love”)occuronly8timesin[John]

chapters1-12but31timesinchapters13-17.”31

Jesussaid,“AnewcommandIgiveyou:Loveoneanother.AsIhave

lovedyou,soyoumustloveoneanother.Bythisallmenwillknowthatyou
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aremydisciples,ifyouloveoneanother”(John13:34-35)32.Hedidnot

wantustoforgetthissimplecommand.HowcouldHehaveputitmore

clearly?Yetisthistrueofmostofus?Heclearlytaughtthatlovewasthe

mainproofoftheirdiscipleship.

Justasallprofessionalsportsteamsdressalltheirplayersinthe

samecoloreduniforms,distinguishingthem from otherteams,soloveis

theclothingofChrist’struedisciples.Sowewouldneverforget,Hechose

anunforgettablenightandrepeatedthecommandseveraltimesthat

evening:

Jesusreplied, “Anyonewholovesmewillobeymyteaching. MyFather
willlovethem,andwewillcometothem andmakeourhomewiththem.
Anyonewhodoesnotlovemewillnotobeymyteaching.Thesewords
youheararenotmyown;theybelongtotheFatherwhosentme.

(John14:23-24)

AstheFatherhaslovedme, sohaveIlovedyou.Nowremaininmylove.
Ifyoukeepmycommands,youwillremaininmylove,justasIhavekept
myFather’scommandsandremaininhislove.(John15:9-10)

Mycommandisthis:LoveeachotherasIhavelovedyou. Greaterlove
hasnoonethanthis:tolaydownone’slifeforone’sfriends.(John15:12-13)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                 Thisismycommand:Loveeachother.(John15:17)

“Iinthem andyoume—sothattheymaybebroughttocompleteunity.
Thentheworldwillknowthatyousentme andhavelovedthem evenas
youhavelovedme….

“Ihavemadeyou knowntothem, andwillcontinuetomakeyouknownin
orderthattheloveyouhaveformemaybeinthem andthatImyselfmay
beinthem.” (John17:23,26)

AllJesus’incrediblewisdom givenoverseveralyearsisherereduced

toonebasiccommand.Thisistheonedistinguishingsignwrittenoverthe

SchoolofJesus.Itislikethecarefullycraftedslogandepictingone’s

businessinaphrase.“Justdoit.”“AmericarunsonDunkin.’”“15minutes

willsaveyou15%onyourcarinsurance.”WhatwasJesus’slogan?What
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setHisschoolapartfrom allothers?“Loveoneanother.”

DoyoubettersensetheimportanceofHislove?Can’tyoufeelthe

losswhenloveisabsent,nomatterwhatelseispresent?Forme,thisone

commandleadsmeconstantlytorepentofmysin.ToloveHim withevery

thought,emotionanddeeddemandseverything.WheneverIholdbackor

misdirectmythoughts,emotionsandactions,Iam ledbacktoHim,tomy

GodofLove,byconfessingmylackoflove.Iknow,inthatmoment,I

insanelyhavestoppedfollowingJesus.DoIbeatmyselfup?No!Itrustin

theperfectlyobedientloveofmySaviorandinHisdyingloveforme.ThenI

getup,realizing“itisfinished,”throughChristandwithtruerepentance

followHim again.Iinviteyou,withme,toletHisonegreatcommandto

loveframeyourentirelifeinwardlyandoutwardly.Iwelcomeyouto“Be

imitatorsofGod…andlivealifeoflove,justasChristlovedusandgave

himselfforusasafragrantofferingandsacrificetoGod”(Ephesians5:1-2).

Asweclosethispivotalchapter,considerhowJesus’commandto

loveisevenmorethanwerealized.Livingalifeofloveisthevery

fingerprintofJesusintheworldtoday.OfallthewaysHecouldchooseto

beidentifiedinyearsandcenturiestocome,Hechoselove.ItisHis

definitivemark.ForallHisdisciplesinallplacesontheearth,“bythiswill

allmenknowyouaremydisciples,ifyouloveoneanother.”ByHisfirst

disciplesthenandbyHislaterdisciplestoday,Jesusforeveristobeknown

byHisselflesslovepouringthroughourlivestofriendandfoealike.Ifwe

donotunderstandandembraceHislove,wehaveremovedfrom usthe

mostdistinguishingcharacteristicofthelifeofChrist,Himself.

WhenLoveisLost

Theseriousnessofgettingloverighthasbeenforeveretchedintoour

consciousnessbyChrist’sownwordstothechurchatEphesus.ThereHe

speaksoflove’sprimacy,notasbefore,onthenightofGethsemaneand

theeveofHiscrucifixion.Notinweaknessandweepingtothosewhowere

abouttoforsakeHim andflee.No.HeretherisenandreigningKingof

kingsspeakstotheEphesiansfrom heaven’sthrone.Hesolemnlywarnsus

withtheoneclearcommand--tolove!
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“Totheangel ofthechurchinEphesus write:Thesearethe
words ofhim whoholdsthesevenstarsinhisrighthand andwalks
amongthesevengoldenlampstands. Iknowyourdeeds, yourhardwork
andyour perseverance.Iknowthatyoucannottoleratewickedpeople,
thatyou havetested thosewhoclaim tobeapostlesbutarenot,and
havefound them false. Youhaveperseveredandhaveendured
hardshipsformy name, andhavenotgrownweary.YetIholdthis
againstyou:Youhaveforsakentheloveyouhadatfirst. Considerhowfar
youhave fallen!Repent anddothethingsyoudidatfirst.Ifyoudonot
repent,I willcometoyouandremoveyourlampstandfrom itsplace”
(Revelation 2:1-5).

Jesuswouldratherremoveasignificantchurchfrom theearththanhaveit

livewithoutitsfirstlove.Why?Christianitywithoutloveisacounterfeit.We

werebornagainbyaGodoflovetolivealifeoflove.

Inhisunparalleledchapteronlove(1Corinthians13),Paulbeginsby

showinghowwemaynowbenothingwithoutlove(13:1-3).Andatitsclose

(13:8-13),herevealsthatChristisleadingusawayfrom allthatperishes

intothegreatestpossiblelife—anendlessexistenceofperfectlovewith

Himself.AsNTWrightsowellexplains,

“Thepointof1Corinthians13isthatloveisnotourduty,itis

our destiny.ItisthelanguageJesusspoke,andwearecalledtospeakit

so thatwecanconversewithhim. ItisthefoodtheyeatinGod’snew

world andwemustacquirethetasteforithereandnow.Itisthe

musicGodhas writtenforallhiscreaturestosing,andwearecalledto

learnandpracticeit nowsoastobereadywhentheconductorbrings

downhisbaton.Itisthe resurrectionlife,andtheresurrectedJesus

callsustobeginlivingitwithhim andforhim rightnow.”33

LoveisnowandwillalwaysbethegreatestcommandofJesus.Itwill

neverfail.Itwaslovethat“turnedtheworldupsidedown”34inthe1st

centuryandisdoingsoagaininthe21stcentury.35Whynotbecomeor

renewyourselfasadiscipleandletHisloveturnyourworldupsidedown,

too?
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WehaveconcludedPartOne.Doyouthinkthatwesucceededin

identifyingthreemainreasonswhyChristiansrarelyobeyJesus?Wesaid

theywere:

(1)BecausetheyhaveNOTseriouslyacceptedthecalltobetruedisciples;

(2)BecausetheyexistinaChristianculturethatnolongeremphasizes

obedience;

(3)BecausetheyareNOTfilledwiththeloveofJesusflowinginandfrom

them bytheHolySpirit.

Howwouldyourlife,yourfamilyandyourchurchbechangedifYOU

respondedtotheSpiritTODAYinthesethreeareas?Youmustdecidefor

yourself.Don’twait.TheworldneedstoseeChristianswhom theywould

calldisciplesofJesus!

A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisBrewster.Thehardestcommandformetoobeyisthe
commandtodietomyself.Ihaveservedasapastorinthesame
congregationforover20yearsandeverytimemywifeandItrytoleave,the
Lordwillnotletus.

Therehavebeenseveralcrisesoverthis20plusyears.Somedeeply
private;someoccurringinamorepublicwayinvolvingmyfamily;some
concerningtheologicalconflictsandspiritualbattlesinmydenomination.
Eachpromptedaseasonofintensedesolation.And,Icouldalwaysfind
someonetoagreewithme,nodtheheadandsay,"Yes,itwouldbeagood
foryoutotakeanothercall."Yet,asIwouldpursueviableoptionsandget
veryclosetochoosingone,theLordwouldgetmyattentionandaskmeto
dietoselfandstayput.

Eachoccasionhasbeenapainfulsubmissionandrequiredyet
anotherbruisingofmypride,mywillfulness,attimesmyanger,aswellas
mycravingfornoveltyandtheneedtobeenergizedbythenextgreatthing.

Manypeople,myfamilyandclosefriendsincluded,wereprobably
unawareoftheinteriorstruggle.ThesceneinwhichJacobwrestlesall
nightwiththeangelbytheriverJabokbecameafriend.Attheendofthe
day,Godwasaskingmetodieforthesakeofhisloveforthispeople.He
wasconformingmetotheimageofHisSonJesus.

TheresultofobeyingJesushasbeenanamazinggrowthinChristto
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me,mywifeandourbelovedcongregation.Faithfulnesshasproduced
fruitfulness.But,pleasenote,thereisnotstellarheroism here;justthe
ordinarinessofsaying,"Yes"totheLord,eachandeveryday.

Ihavebeencalledtobelikeacottagefarmer,whocontendswithwell
-trodpaths,thornsandthistlesaswellasstubbornrocksandfallow
seasons.OurcallistotendthepatchwearegivenaswetrusttheSower
whoguaranteesaninfinitesupplyofseeds.AndHealwaysdoes,byHis
extravagantmercy,tothosewhostayanddie.Comeandjoinusaswe
followJesus.

Quotefrom AndrewMurray

“ThedeeperblessingsofGod’sgraceandthefullenjoymentofGod’sloveand
nearnesshavebeenbeyondourreachsimplybecauseobediencewasnever
giventheimportanceGodgivesit—thestartingpointandthegoalofourChristian
life.”(16)

QuestionsforReflection

1.DiscusshowyourviewoftheloveofGodhaschangedsincereadingthischapter.

2.WhyisconsideringtheGreatCommandmentsuchaneffectivewaytoconvictus

ofsinandcallustorepentance?

3.Howdoesyourlifeandyourchurchmeasureuptotheone-wordcommandto

love?

4.WhatformsmightlovetakeinyouandyourchurchIFyourrepentanceisreal?

5.DiscussColossians3:12-14;Ephesians5:1-2or1Peter4:7-8

One-wordCommandtoObey
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“Love”

ButItellyou,loveyourenemiesandprayforthosewhopersecuteyou(Matthew5:44)

Jesusreplied: “‘LovetheLordyourGodwithallyourheartandwithallyoursoulandwithallyourmind.’
Thisisthefirstandgreatestcommandment.Andthesecondislikeit:‘Loveyourneighborasyourself.’

“Anewcommand Igiveyou:Loveoneanother. AsIhavelovedyou,soyoumustloveoneanother. 
Bythiseveryonewillknowthatyouaremydisciples,ifyouloveoneanother.”(John13:34-35)

“Ifyouloveme,keepmycommands.(John14:15)

“AstheFatherhaslovedme, sohaveIlovedyou.Nowremaininmylove.(John15:9)

Mycommandisthis:LoveeachotherasIhavelovedyou.(John15:12)

Thisismycommand:Loveeachother.(John15:17)

Whentheyhadfinishedeating,JesussaidtoSimonPeter, “SimonsonofJohn,doyoulove
memorethanthese?”“Yes,Lord,”hesaid,“youknowthatIloveyou.”Jesussaid, “Feedmylambs.”
AgainJesussaid, “SimonsonofJohn,doyouloveme?”Heanswered,“Yes,Lord,youknowthat
Iloveyou.”Jesussaid, “Takecareofmysheep.”Thethirdtimehesaidtohim, “SimonsonofJohn,
doyouloveme?”PeterwashurtbecauseJesusaskedhim thethirdtime, “Doyouloveme?” Hesaid,
“Lord,youknowallthings; youknowthatIloveyou.”Jesussaid, “Feedmysheep.(John21:15-17)

“ThenJesuscametothem andsaid,Allauthorityinheavenand

onearthhasbeengiventome.Therefore,goandmakedisciples

ofallnations,baptizing them…and teaching them to obey

everythingIhavecommandedyou.AndsurelyIam withyouto

theendoftheage”(Matthew28:18-20)
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“Knowledge withoutobedience creates a spiritualdichotomybetween

knowledgeandobedience.This,tragically,isatoxicspiritualbrew…Eve’s

sinwaschoosingknowledgeoverobedienceandthatsamefoolishchoice

plaguesthemodernchurch….Knowledgealoneneverproducesspiritual

growth and maturity because it doesn’t transform life. Obedient

discipleshipdoes.ThegoldstandardofdiscipleshipisJesus’ownwords:

“Make disciples…teaching them to observe allthings that I have

commandedyou”(Matt18:19,20).

(JerryTrousdale-MiraculousMovements,pp100-101)

“Inbaptism,it’smorethanthetobacco,thedrinkingandthegamblingthat

stayunderthewater.It’sself.Peoplemustunderstandthat.Whenthey

come up outofthe water,they leave themselves behind.They are

completelyfinished.It’satotallynewselfwhichnowbeginstolivealifeof

obedience,andthismustbeveryplain.

(JuanCarlosOrtiz,Disciple,p53)

PartTwo–HowJesusObeyed

ChapterFour–Christ’sPassionateObedience

YouhavejustreadGod’slast,greatcommandforHisChurch.A

commandtomakedisciplesuntilJesusreturnsattheendoftheage.The

wordsarecrystalclear:“teachingthem toobeyeverythingIhave

commandedyou.”So,disciplesmadebytheGreatCommissiondonot

merelyobeygenerally.Theyobeyspecifically.Notpickingandchoosing

whatappealstothem orwhatmightbeconvenient.Disciplesarecalledto

obeyeverythingtheMasterdemanded.Andtopassthatobedientwayof
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lifeonuntiltheageendsandHereturnsinstallingHisKingdom fullyon

earth.Somethingseemstohaveseriouslygonewrongwiththisplan.We

havedroppedtheballandobediencetoJesusisnolongerahallmarkof

manywhocallthemselvesChristians.

WhenIfirstreadthewritingsof20thcenturydisciple-pastorJuan

CarlosOrtiz,theytookmybreathaway!IcouldnotbelievewhatIwas

reading.Listentothisleaderwhonotonlywroteboldly,butbravelyledhis

familyandcongregationinobeyingallChrist’scommands.Andyou,too,

likelywillbeshocked.

“ThegospelwehaveintheBibleisthegospeloftheKingdom
of God.ItpresentsJesusasKing,asLord,asthemaximum authority.
Jesusis theverycenter.ThegospeloftheKingdom isaChrist-centered
gospel…. OurgospelislikeAladdin’slamp;wethinkwecanshakeitand
receive everythingwelike….

“Iam notjusttalkingaboutsemantics;Iam talkingaboutthe
tremendousattitudeproblem wehaveinthechurches.It’snotenough
that wechangeourvocabularies;wemustletGodtakeoutourbrains,
washthem indetergent,brushthem andputthem backintheother
way.Ourwholeset ofvaluesmustbechanged….

“Butitisveryhardtochange.Evenourmotivationfor
evangelism is man-centered…Wesaid,‘Poorpeople!Let’sgoandsave
them.’Yousee, wewentnotforJesus’sake,butforlostsouls’sake.That
maylooknice, butit’swrong,becauseeverythingmustbeChrist-
motivated.Wedonot preachtolostsoulsbecausetheyarelost.Wegoto
extendtheKingdom of GodbecauseGodsaysso,andHeisthe
Lord….

“OurmoderngospeliswhatIcalltheFifthGospel.Wehavethe
gospelsofSaintsMatthew,Mark,LukeandJohn,andtheGospel
accordingtoSaintEvangelicals.The GospelaccordingtoSaint
Evangelicalsistakenfrom verseshereandthereintheotherfour
Gospels.Wetakealltheverseswelike,alltheversesthatoffersomething
or promisesomething—John3:16;John5:24,andsoforth—andwe
makea systematictheologyfrom theseverses,whileweforgetthe
otherverses thatpresentthedemandsofJesusChrist.Who
authorizedthat?Whosaid weareallowedtopresentonlyonesideof
Jesus?

“…IwillgiveanexampleoftheFifthGospel.Luke12:32,“Fear
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not littleflock,foritisyourFather’sgoodpleasuretogiveyouthe
kingdom.”Butwhataboutthenextverse?“Sellyourpossessionsandgive
tocharity.”I’veneverheardasermononthisverse,becauseitisnotinthe
Gospel accordingtotheSaintEvangelicals.Verse32ispartofourFifth
Gospel,but verse33isnot—anditisacommandfrom Jesus.Who
hastherightto decidewhichcommandmentsarecompulsoryandwhich
areoptional?You see,theFifthGospelhasmadeastrangething:an
optionalcommandment! Youdoitifyouwant;ifyoudon’t,that’sall
right,too.Butthat’snotthe gospeloftheKingdom.”36

Letmecontinuewithacoupleprobingquestions:Howcanwe

considerourselvestobeHisdisciplesifwedonotreflectonHis

commandsorobeythem?Wheredidweevergettheideathatitwas

possibletobeChristianswhowouldhavealegitimaterelationshipwith

Him whileroutinelydisregardingwhatHecommandedHisfollowerstodo?

FollowingorStopping?

Weneedtogobacktothebeginning,asOrtizrecommended.The

firstrecordedwordsinMark’sGospelthatJesusspoketoPeterwerethese,

“Come,followme….”(Mk1:17).ThelastrecordedwordsinJohn’sGospel

thatJesusspoketoPeterwerethese:“IfIwanthim toremainaliveuntilI

return,whatisthattoyou.Youmustfollowme.”(John21:22).Hebegan

andendedHisearthlyrelationshipwithPeterbythesametwo-worded

command:FollowMe.

MichaelWilkinsremindsus,

“FollowingJesus”isatechnicalexpressionforgoingafterhim
ashis disciple.Thediscipleistheonewhohascountedthecost,has
madea commitmentoffaith,andhasthen“followed”Jesus…Some
disciples physicallyfollowedJesusaround…inhisearthlyministry,while
otherdisciplesfollowedJesusashisdisciplesonlyinafigurativesense
(Joseph–Jn19:38).37

Firstandlastwordsareespeciallyimportantwhentheyarethesame.

Torepeatthem thespeakermustthinktheyarebasic,vitalandenduring.

So,tobelieverswhowalkedwithJesusphysicallyorforthosewantingto



48

followHim longafterHisascensionintoheaven,Hespeaksthesame

words—“FollowMe.”ButsomewherealongthelinemillionsofChristians

haveforgottenthatthosewordsdemandobedience.WhenaChristians

stopsobeying,hestopsfollowingJesusand,thus,stopsbeingadisciple

(seeJohn6:66).ButeventhoughmanyChristianshavestoppedobeying

Jesus,iftheyeverstarted,theyhaveremainedasmembersingood

standinginChristianchurches.Whatwasonceunthinkablehasbecome,

sadly,thenorm inmanychurchestoday.Howcanonebeadiscipleanda

rebelatthesametime?Thatisonlypossiblewherefaithnolongeris

authenticatedbyalovingobedience.Disciplemakingpastor,KyleIdleman,

recentlywrote,

“IfyoureadthroughthefourGospelsthattellofChrist’slife,
you’llfindthatJesussays,‘Believeinme’aboutfivetimes.Butcareto
guess howmanytimesJesussaid‘Followme’?Abouttwentytimes.
NowI’m notsayingthatfollowingismoreimportant thanbelieving.
WhatIam sayingisthatthetwoarefirmlyconnected…Totrulybelieveis
to follow.”38

NeverforgetthatthecallofJesus,“Followme,”isacalldemanding

immediateobedience.YoucannotfollowJesusandstaywhereyouare.

YoucannotfollowJesusandthinkaboutitforawhilelonger.WhenJesus

said,“Followme,”therewasinstantresponse.Immediatemovement.A

newday.ResponsetoHiscalltakesyourlifeinanotherdirection.Itisoften

starkandsudden.

WhenMatthew(Levi)wascollectingtaxesandJesusstoppedand

calledouttohim,“Followme,”thegospelstates,“Matthewgotupand

followedhim”(Matthew9:9).Bonhoefferrebukesthereasoningthat

concludesMatthewmusthavehadothertimestoconsiderthecall,

becausenoonecanreasonablybeexpectedtojustgetupandwalkaway

from hisvocation,

“Thecallgoesforth,andisatoncefollowedbytheresponseof
obedience...Howcouldthecallimmediatelyevokeobedience?...Forthe
simplereasonthatthecausebehindtheimmediatefollowingofthecallis
JesusChristhimself.ItisJesuswhocalls,andbecauseitisJesus,Levi
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followsatonce.Thisencounterisatestimonytotheabsolute,direct,and
unaccountableauthorityofJesus.”39

TheonlywaythathumansshouldrespondwhenGodsummonsthem,isto

leavewheretheyareandgowhereGodtellsthem togo.JustaswhenGod

said,“Lettherebelight,andtherewaslight,”sowhenJesuscalls,His

sheepfollow.“Mysheeplistentomyvoice.Iknowthem,andtheyfollow

me”(Genesis1:3thenJohn10:27).

Inthischapterwelaythefoundationforallfuturechaptersbybriefly

lookingathowJesusobeyed.Heistheperfectexampleofobedience.He

obeyswithoutamomentofdisobedience,throughterribletemptationsand

unspeakablesufferings.JesusobeyedHisFatherbeingstrengthenedin

HishumannaturebythecompletefillingoftheHolySpirit.So,weneedthe

Spirit’sconstanthelptofollowGod,too.Thepathisnarrowandhard.But

therewardisgreatandcertain.So,“LetusfixoureyesonJesus,theauthor

andperfecterofourfaith,whoforthejoysetbeforehim enduredthecross,

scorningitsshame,andsatdownattherighthandofthethroneofGod.

Considerhim whoenduredsuchoppositionfrom sinfulmen,sothatyou

willnotgrowwearyandloseheart”(Hebrews12:2-3).

PleasecarefullyconsiderthefirstwayinwhichJesusobeyedthe

Father.AndasyoufixyourmindonJesus,asktheSpirittohelpyoufollow

Him asHefollowedtheFather.Hepromisesto“helpusinourweakness”

(Romans8:26).

JesusObeyedWholeheartedly

HowpassionatelydoyouwanttoobeyGod?Davidisrecordedto

haveprayed,“Idesiretodoyourwill,OmyGod;yourlawiswithinmyheart”

(Psalm 40:8).Weknowthattheheartistheplacewherewekeepwhatwe

mostcherish.AsJesussaid,“Forwhereyourtreasureis,thereyourheart

willbealso”(Matthew6:21).David’sheartthrobbedwithdesiretoobey

God’swill.SodidChrist’s.Heobeyedwholeheartedly.Theauthorof

HebrewsusesPsalm 40asdescribingexactlywhatfilledJesuswhenHe

cameintotheworld.“Therefore,whenChristcameintotheworld,hesaid:

‘HereIam—itiswrittenaboutmeinthescroll—Ihavecometodoyourwill,
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OGod’”(Hebrews10:5-7).EvenmoresothanDavid,JesushidGod’sWord

inHisheartasHistreasure.Helpus,Spirit,toletgoofwhatwetreasure

andmakeChrist’scommandsourdesireanddelight.Theloveofourhearts.

Notbecausetheyaregood,notbecausetheyarehelpful,notbecausethey

willkeepusoutoftrouble—butprimarilybecausetheyareHiscommands.

MayweloveeverythingaboutHim,mainlythewordsthatHespoke.Mayall

HisWords,especiallyHiscommands,bekeptlikeatreasureinourhearts

andfollowedfaithfullybyourlives.Keepusfrom beinghalfhearted.

Lukewarm.IdlemanremindsusofthepassionatedesireJesusrequiresof

Hispursuers,

“InLuke9:23Jesusdefinestherelationshiphewantswithus.

He makesitclearwhatitmeanstobeafollower:‘Ifanyonewouldcome

afterme,hemustdenyhimselfandtakeuphiscrossdailyandfollowme.’

The phraseIwanttodrawyourattentiontois‘comeafter.’It’saphrase

thatwas commonlyusedinthecontextofaromanticrelationship.When

Jesussays, ‘Comeafter,’he’sdescribingapassionatepursuitof

someoneyoulove.So thebestwaytounderstandwhatJesusiswanting

from usasfollowersisto comparehowwepursuesomeonewithwhom

wewanttohavearomantic relationship….

IcouldtellyouhowIdeliveredfurnitureintheheatofthe
summerfor minimum wage,butenjoyeditbecausethemoneywas
goingforaweddingring.…IcouldtellyouhowIdonatedplasmasoIcould
buy heradozenroses….Butyouknow,lookingbackatmyrelationship
with Christ,Idon’thaveasmanystoriesaboutchasingafterJesus.The
onesI couldtellyouhardlyseem impressiveenoughtowritedown
here”40

JohnrepeatedlycapturedChrist’slovefordoingtheFather’swillin

hisGospel.WhenChrist’sdisciplesreturnedfrom fetchingfoodinSamaria,

they“weresurprisedtofindhim talkingwithawoman…andurgedhim,

‘Rabbi,eatsomething.’Buthesaidtothem,‘Ihavefoodtoeatthatyou

knownothingabout.’Thenhisdisciplessaidtoeachother,‘Couldsomeone

havebroughthim food?’Jesussaid,‘Myfood,istodothewillofhim who

sentmeandtofinishhiswork’”(John4:27-34).Thedeepwaythatwe
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craveforfoodwhenweareextremelyhungry,JesuscravedtoobeyGod’s

will.Iknowwhatitistobefamishedanddiveintoaplateoffood.Holy

Spirit,helpmetosohungerandlongtofulfillthewillofmyLordJesus!

JesusknewthatHisobedience“pleased”theFather(John5:30).He

said,“ForIhavecomedownfrom heavennottodomywillbutthewillof

him whosentme”(John6:38).Doingwhatsomeoneelsewants,whenwe

wouldrathernot,isoftenhardforus.Unlesswereallylovetheotherperson.

Thenlisteningtohim orherandlayingasideourowndesiresisnotthat

hard.Lovehelpsussubmittoothers.JesuslinkedloveforGodwith

obedienceofGod.Whenobedienceisdrivenbyloveitismuchmore

beautifulandpowerfulthanthatwhichisfueledbyfearorobligation.On

thenightbeforeHisdeath,Jesussaid,

“AstheFatherhaslovedme,sohaveIlovedyou.Nowremainin
mylove.Ifyouobeymycommands,youwillremaininmylove,just

as IhaveobeyedmyFather’scommandsandremaininhislove.Ihave
toldyouthissothatmyjoymightbeinyouandthatyourjoymightbe
complete”(John15:9-11).

NoticehowJesusobeyedwithdesire,loveandjoy.Howoftendowesee

obedience,loveandjoylinkedinChristians’livestoday?Thinkof

somethingthatexcitesyouandstirsyourheart.Aballgame.Afamily

reunion.Anelectionthatturnsoutthewaywehoped.Abeautifuldayatthe

shore.HowoftendoyouobeyGodwiththatsameexcitement?Howmany

timeshaveloveandobediencecapturedourhearts—atthesametime?

MayGodhavemercyandhelpusinourweakness.Fillus,dearSpirit,with

thejoyofalovingobediencetoJesus!
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A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisJeff.WhenJesusrenewedmycalltofollowHim, the
hardestobedienceHedemandedwas...mytime.Iam bynatureacomfort
seekerwhoenjoyswhenIhaveplentyoftimewithoutresponsibilityor
accountability.

Also,being“churched”forallofmylife,itwaseasyto
compartmentalizemytimeandobediencetoHim.ThisrestrictedHiscall
onmylifetoSundaymorningsandmaybeevenSundayeveningsora
weekdayBiblestudy.  Thoughbeingaleaderinachurch,therewaslittle
consequenceformynotgivingallmytimetotheworkofHiskingdom.I
andotherssawmeasdoingmuchmorethanmanyothers,sowhydomore?
ButIlearnedthroughbiblicaldiscipleshipthatJesusdoesn’taskforjust
“morethansomeotherpeople”.Heasksforitall.

AndthishasbeentheresultofmyobeyingJesus...thatIam busier
thaneverbuthaveneverfeltsofreetogiveofmycoveted,“me”time.My
obeyingJesushastakentheform ofmoretimespentinprayer,moretime
spentintheWord,moretimeconnectingwithandservingothers,more
timejustthinkingaboutHim andotherpeople,allthewhilerealizinghow
muchmoretimeIcouldgiveandhowI’m onlyscratchingthesurface.By
Hisgrace,HehasbeenpatientwithmeasItimidlyandimperfectlytake
eachsteptofollowHim.HehasremindedmethatIam notmyownand
thatmylifeistobespentservingHim andservingothers.WhatIam
findingisthatevenwithbabystepstowardsthatend,theblessingsofjoy
andhopeandfaitharebeinggiventomeinabundance.Comeandfollow
Jesuswithus.

Quotefrom AndrewMurray
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“Howoftenandhowearnestlywehaveaskedhowtoabidemorecontinuallyin
Christ.WehaveimaginedthatmorestudyoftheWord,morefaith,moreprayer,
ormorecommunionwithGodwouldsurelybethekeys,butwehaveoverlooked
asimpletruth:‘Hewhohasmycommandmentsandkeepsthem lovesMe.’So
again,obedienceisthekey.”(17-18)

QuestionsforReflection

1.WhatdoyouthinkofOrtiz’s“GospelofSainttEvangelicals?”Doeshehave

avalidpoint?Isthisaseriousflaworaslightflawinyourmind?

2.Describetoday’snormalChristianlifeandcompareitwith“following

Jesus.”

3.DiscusswhatIdlemansaysabout“goingafter”orpursuingJesus.Doyou

haveanystoriesofyourpassionatepursuitorisyourrelationshipwith

Jesusnotmuchtobragabout?

4.DiscussthelinkbetweenlovingGodandobeyingGod.

One-phraseCommandtoObey

“FollowMe”

“Come,followme,” Jesussaid, “andIwillsendyououttofishforpeople.”(Matthew4:19)

ButJesustoldhim, “Followme, andletthedeadburytheirowndead.”(Matthew8:22)

AsJesuswentonfrom there,hesawamannamedMatthewsittingatthetaxcollector’s
booth. “Followme,” hetoldhim,andMatthewgotupandfollowedhim.(Matthew9:9)

Whoeverdoesnottakeuptheircrossandfollowmeisnotworthyofme.(Matthew10:38)

ThenJesussaidtohisdisciples, “Whoeverwantstobemydisciplemustdenythemselves
andtakeuptheircrossandfollowme.(Matthew16:24)

Jesusanswered, “Ifyouwanttobeperfect, go,sellyourpossessionsandgivetothepoor, 
andyouwillhavetreasureinheaven. Thencome,followme.”(Matthew19:21)
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Peteransweredhim,“Wehavelefteverythingtofollowyou! Whatthenwilltherebeforus?”
Jesussaidtothem, “TrulyItellyou,attherenewalofallthings,whentheSonofMansitson
hisgloriousthrone, youwhohavefollowedmewillalsositontwelvethrones,judging
thetwelvetribesofIsrael.(John19:27-28)

ThenextdayJesusdecidedtoleaveforGalilee.FindingPhilip, hesaidtohim,
 “Followme.”(John1:43)

WhenJesusspokeagaintothepeoplehesaid,“Iam thelightoftheworld.Whoeverfollowsme
willneverwalkindarkness,butwillhavethelightoflife.”(John8:12)

Mysheeplistentomyvoice;Iknowthem, andtheyfollowme.(John10:27)

Whoeverservesmemustfollowme;andwhereIam,myservantalsowillbe. MyFatherwill
honortheonewhoservesme.(John12:26)

Jesussaidthistoindicatethekindofdeath bywhichPeterwouldglorifyGod. Thenhesaidto
him, “Followme!”(John21:19)

Jesusanswered, “IfIwanthim toremainaliveuntilIreturn, whatisthattoyou?
Youmustfollowme.”(John21:22)

“Jesussaidtothem …Hewhoisnotwithmeisagainstme,and
hewhodoesnotgatherwithmescatters.”(Matthew12:32)

WhileJesuswasstilltalkingtothecrowd,hismother and
brothers stoodoutside,wantingtospeaktohim. Someonetold
him,“Yourmotherandbrothersarestandingoutside,wantingto
speaktoyou.”Herepliedtohim, “Whoismymother,andwhoare
mybrothers?” Pointingtohisdisciples,hesaid, “Herearemy
motherandmybrothers. ForwhoeverdoesthewillofmyFather
inheaven ismybrotherandsisterandmother.”(Matthew12:46-
50)
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“MatthewintendsforhisreaderstounderstandthattheChristianlifeis
equivalenttobeingwithJesusashisdisciple.Thismeansthat
conversion—notalaterpointofcommitment…marksthebeginningpointof
discipleship.Degreesofmaturitywillberealizedasonetraversesthe
discipleshippath,butalltruebelieversaredisciplesonthat
path….ObediencetoJesus’teachingistheheartofdiscipleshiptrainingand
itisthecallingforallbelievers.

(MichaelWilkins,FollowingtheMaster,pp191-

192)

Bewareofthecarnalappetitesofthebody.Ifsomeonestrikesyouonthe
rightcheek,turntheotheronetohim aswell….Shouldanyonecompelyou
togoamile,goanotheronewithhim….Ifsomeonetakesawayyourcoat,
lethim haveyourshirttoo.Ifsomeoneseizesanythingbelongingtoyou,do
notaskforitbackagain….Givetoeveryonethatasks,withoutlookingfor
repayment,foritistheFather’spleasurethatweshouldshareHisgracious
bountywithallmen.Agiverwhogivesfreely,asthecommandmentdirects,
isblessed;nofaultcanbefoundwithhim.Butwoetothetaker….Seethat
youdonotneglectthecommandmentsoftheLord,butkeepthem justas
youreceivedthem,withoutanyadditionsorsubtractionsofyourown.

(TheDidacheorTeachingoftheApostles,ca90AD-1:1,
4)

ChapterFive–Christ’sPresenceObedience

HowrealisGod’spresencetoyouthroughouttheday?Threegreat

believersfeaturedinGenesiswereEnoch,NoahandAbraham.Theaccount

statesthatbothEnochandNoah“walkedwithGod”(Genesis5:22;6:9).

Genesisalsostates,“WhenAbraham wasninety-nineyearsold,theLord

appearedtohim andsaid,“Iam GodAlmighty,walkbeforeme….”(Genesis

17:1).God’scommandtoAbraham wasthatheshouldlive“beforeGod”or

inGod’spresence.ThebookofHebrewsspeaksofallthreemenand

remindsusthattheylived“byfaith”(Hebrews11:5,7,8,11,17).Theydid

notdowhattheydidbecausetheysawGodwiththeireyes.No,they

obeyedGodbyfaith.ThesamewayyouandImustobey,becauseJesusis

notphysicallywithus.Howoftendoesyourfaithpromptyoutoremember
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andobeyoneofJesus’clearcommands?

JesuslivedinthepresenceofGod.Thinkofwhatitwouldbeliketo

hearsomeoneactuallyspeakingofthepresenceofGodlikeJesusdid:

“Itellyouthetruth,theSoncandonothingbyhimself;hecan
onlydowhatheseeshisFatherdoing,becausewhateverthefather does
theSonalsodoes”(John5:19).

“Theonewhosentmeiswith me;hehasnotleftmealone,forI
always dowhatpleaseshim”(John8:29).

“DonotbelievemeunlessIdowhatmyFatherdoes.ButifIdoit,
eventhoughyoudonotbelieveinme,believethemiracles,thatyoumay
knowandunderstandthattheFatherisinme,andIam intheFather.”
(John10:37-38).

“SowhateverIsayisjustwhattheFatherhastoldmetosay”(John
12:50b).

“Don’tyoubelievethatIam intheFatherandtheFatherisinme?The
wordsIsaytoyouarenotjustmyown.Rather,itistheFather,living

in me,whoisdoinghiswork”(John14:10).

JesusLivedbyFaith,too

WecouldeasilyforgetthatJesus’walkwasalsobyfaithandnotby

sight.AlthoughJesusdependeduponHisFathereverymoment,Godwas

notphysicallybesideHim.AstheSonofMan,Christwasfullymanand

obeyedashumansobey.But,unlikeus,faithwascompleteorperfectin

Him.So,HespokeofGodasifHecouldseeandtalkwithHim.AsifGod

heldconstant,audiblecommunicationwithHim.ButHedidn’t.God

remainedaSpirit,everwithHim,butnotphysicallyso.WhatEnochand

Noahdidoccasionallyandimperfectly,Jesusdidconstantlyandperfectly.

HewalkedwithGodbyafaiththatwasburningwithlove.
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Recently,whileteachingthebookofActs,Idiscoveredoneofthe

clearestwaysthatthedisciplesinActsdifferfrom Christiansnow.They

livedinthepresenceofJesus.TheyacknowledgedHim intheirdailylives.

TheylivedasiftheyknewHim.WeliveasifweknowaboutHim.Thatis

theBIGdifferencebetweenpresentrealityandpasthistory.Doyouliveday

bydayasifJesuswasrighttherewithyou?OrisHeonlyseatedatGod’s

righthandtoyou?Lightyearsawayfrom you?

“Iam withyoualways”–TruthorFiction?

Mypremiseissimplythis--thatmostChristiansTODAYareNOTliving

inthepresenceofJesusasourpredecessorsdidintheBookofActs.This

impactsusandaffectsourresponsetoHiscommands.ThebookofActs

beginswithJesusascendingintoheavenwhilethediscipleswerewatching.

Twocelestialbeingsaskedthem whytheywerelookingintotheskies,

remindingthem thatJesuspromisedHewouldreturn.Thentheyleftthem,

too.So,whatweretheapostlesofJesustodo?TheirSavior,Leaderand

Godhadascendedtoheaven.Theywereleftonearthamongenemieswho

hadjustkilledJesusandremainedrabidlyopposedtothem asHis

followers.Hereweretheirbasicoptions.

1.Runfortheirlives

2.GoundergrounduntilHereturnstorescuethem

3.BelieveandobeywhatHehasrecentlycommandedthem todo

untilHereturns

Sowhatdidtheychoose?Thankfully,Lukerecords,“Thenthey

returnedtoJerusalem from thehillcalledtheMountofOlives…tothe

room wheretheywerestaying”(Acts1:12-13).Theretheywaitedforten

daysuntiltheywerefilledandempoweredbytheHolySpirit.Wherewas

Jesuswhiletheywerewaiting?WhereisJesustoday?WasJesuswith

them inthatupperroom orwasHetotallyapartfrom them inheaven?Are

welivinginatotallydifferenterathantheirs?Aren’tweallstillwaitingfor

HisreturnandcommittedtofulfillingHisGreatCommissionastheywere?

Didn’tHepromisetothem andus,“AndsurelyIam withyoualways,tothe
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veryendoftheage”?

Haveyoubeentaughtthatyouareadifferentpeople,withadifferent

taskthanthepeopleonwhom theSpiritfellontheDayofPentecost?

Probablynot!MosteverypartoftheChurchtodayseesitselfasONEwith

them.Theirhistoryisourhistory.Theepistlesthattheapostlesandothers

wrotetothoselivingatthattimearewrittenforus,too.

So,hereismyquestionforyou—areyouwalkinginobedienceto

JesusorhaveyourunforyourlivesandgoneundergroundwaitingforHis

return?Bytheway,goingtoaChristianchurchthatignoresobediencemay

bevirtuallythesameasgoingunderground.Herearesomevery

challengingwordsfrom onewhohaslongchosentoliveinthepresenceof

Jesus:

“WhatwasitliketoconstantlyliveinthepresenceofChrist?
One thingissure:ithadradicallytransformedthesetwelvemen.There
werenoothermenlikethem ontheearth.Certainlynooneelsecouldsay
as theydid,“Ihavespent20,000hoursliving,breathingandwalkingin
the presenceofJesusChrist.’

“…Justlookatwhat20,000hourswithChristdidtothose12
men:it purifiedthem inmotive,indeedandinthought.Probablywe
haveneverseenmensopureinheart,sopurgedofhiddenmotives….

“Sowhatwerethe12?…Theyweremenwholivedinthe
consciouspresenceof Christ.Furthermore,theApostleshad
developedahabitduring overthreeyearswithJesus—thehabitof
alwaysbeingintheLord’s presence --andtheykeptthehabitevenafter
Heascended!Isthat impossible?No,itisexperiencingthatsame
intimaterelationshipwith Christ.TheywerestilllivinginHispresence.”41

InyourNameorinJesus’Name?

HerearesomevitalfactsaboutJesusandActsthatwillhelpyoulive

inHispresencetoday.ThenameofJesusisfoundover70timesinActs.

Heismentionedoralludedtoineverychapterofthebook.Believerssaw

theirlivesconnectedwithHisandso,theydideverythinginHisname.The

phrase,“nameofJesus”ismentioned18timesinthebook.Inchapter19,
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sevenbrothersweretryingtocastoutademonfrom amanbyusingthe

nameofJesuslikeaformula.Theysaid,“InthenameofJesuswhom Paul

preaches,Icommandyoutocomeout.”Thedemon-afflictedman

overpoweredandbeatthem severely,saying,“JesusIknow—andIknow

aboutPaulbutwhoareyou?”TheEphesians“wereallseizedwithfear,and

thenameoftheLordJesuswasheldinhighhonor”(Acts19:17).

Thinkaboutthat,awholecitygrippedbyfear.Onemaybe

momentarilyfrightenedbyasound,ashadoworathought.Butwedonot

liveinfearofsomethingthatdoesnotexist,ofwhatisnotarealand

presentthreat.Theworldofthe1stcenturylearnedthroughthedisciplesof

the1stcenturythattheJesustheyfollowedwasapowertobereckoned

with.AllpowerhadbeengiventoHim,makingHim KingofkingsandLord

oflords.TheyofteninvokedHisnameinwhattheyweredoing.Howoften

doweactuallysay“inthenameofJesus”beforedoingsomething?42One

reasonthatourWesternculturesdonotnowrecognizeChrist’spoweris

becausewearenotlivinginHispresenceandfollowingHim asthefirst

disciplesdid!

InActs,Jesusisoftenrecordedasreallypresentwiththedisciples.

JesuschoosesJudas’successor,callsandaddstothechurchthosebeing

saved,isseenbyStephen,byPaulandPeter.HestrikesElymasthe

Sorcerorwithblindness,andcommandsPaulandBarnabastogotothe

Gentiles.43LukerepresentsJesusastheOnewhoopenedLydia’sheart,

spoketoPaulinavisionandencouragedhim tostayinCorinth.44He

appearedtoPaulinavisioninthetempleandlaterstoodnearPauland

said,“TakeCourage!AsyouhavetestifiedaboutmeinJerusalem,soyou

mustalsotestifyinRome.”45LukedidnotpresenthishistoryoftheEarly

ChurchlikeJesuswasisolatedinheaven,butasdailypresentwithHis

people.

SinceJesusispresentinActs,wearenotsurprisedtofindthatthere

isastrongemphasisonobeyingGodinActs.Whenpeopleliveinthe

presenceofGod,theytendtoobeyGod.Distanceencourages

disobedience.Whencalledintocourtbythesamemenwhoorchestrated

Jesus’crucifixion,PeterandJohnsaid,“Judgeforyourselveswhetheritis
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rightinGod’ssighttoobeyyouratherthanGod.Forwecannothelp

speakingaboutwhatwehaveseenandheard”(Acts4:19-20).Andwhen

describingthegrowthoftheJerusalem Church,Lukewrote,“Sotheword

spread.ThenumberofdisciplesinJerusalem increasedrapidly,andalarge

numberofpriestsbecameobedienttothefaith”(Acts6:7).Thefaithof

thoseconvertedJewishpriestswasmarkedbyobedience.Howisyour

faithmarked?HownearisJesustoyou?HowoftendoyoucallonHis

nameorworshipHim duringtheday?Ifyouransweris,“occasionally”or

“hardlyatall,”youarenotlivingasHisearlydiscipleslived.Butthatcan

change!BythepoweroftheSpirit,youcanlivebyfaithinChrist’spresence

asthe1stcenturydisciplesdid.Edwardsremindsus,

“ThisdeepfellowshipofHispresencewasthemainstayoftheearly

church…. Canyouimaginewhatitwouldbeliketoliveallthetimewithpeoplewho

hadbutone desire--toknowChrist,toknowHim personally,toknowHim intimately

andtoliveinHispresence?”46

PracticethePresenceofGod

JesuslivedinthepresenceofGod.AtLazarus’tomb,“Jesuslooked

upandsaid,‘Father,Ithankyouthatyouheardme.Iknewthatyoualways

hearme…”(John11:41-42).DoyoubelievethatJesusalwayshearsyou

whenyoutalktoHim?Youshould.IswhatwastrueofJesus,trueofus?

AreyouwalkingwithGod?ThoughJesuswasandisseatedattheright

handofGodonhigh,HeisalsoreallywithHispeople.HeidentifiesHimself

astheOnewho“walksamongthesevengoldenlampstands”(whichare

thesevenchurchesofAsia-Revelation1:20;2:1).Heneverleavesor

forsakesus.ButareweforsakingHim?IhavemetthousandsofChristians,

butveryfewdiscipleswhoconsciouslyfollowHim everystepthroughout

theday.Therearefewwhocouldwritewhatasimpleservantnamed

BrotherLawrence,wroteafewcenturiesago,

“…Irenounced,fortheloveofHim,everythingthatwasnotHe,
andIbegantoliveasiftherewasnonebutHeandIintheworld….I
madethismybusinessasmuchallthedaylongasattheappointed
timesofprayer;foratalltimes,everyhour,everyminute,eveninthe
heightofmybusiness,Idroveawayfrom mymindeverythingthat
wascapableofinterruptingmythoughtofGod”47
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Inhissecondletter,BrotherLawrencehumblynoted,

“ImakeitmybusinessonlytopersevereinHisholypresence,
whereinIkeepmyselfbyasimpleattention,andageneralfond
regardtoGod,whichImaycallanactualpresenceofGod;or,to
speakbetter,anhabitual,silent,andsecretconversationofthesoul
withGod,whichoftencausesmejoys…inwardly…sogreatthatIam
forcedtousemeanstomoderatethem andpreventtheirappearance
toothers.

“…Asformysethoursofprayer,theyareonlyacontinuationof
thesameexercise.SometimesIconsidermyselfthereasastone
beforeacarver,whereofheistomakeastatue;presentingmyself
thusbeforeGod,IdesireHim toform Hisperfectimageinmysoul,
andmakemeentirelylikeHimself”48

ThebiographerofBrotherLawrencerepresentedhispracticingGod’s

presenceasfollows:

“Whenhebeganhisbusiness,hesaidtoGod,‘OmyGod,since
Youarewithme,andImustnow,inobediencetoYourcommands,
applymymindtotheseoutwardthings,IbeseechYoutograntme
thegracetocontinueinYourpresence;andtothisenddoprosperme
withYourassistance,receiveallmyworks,andpossessallmy
affections.Andwhenhehadfinishedheexaminedhimselfhowhe
haddischargedhisduty;ifhefoundwell,hereturnedthankstoGod;if
otherwise,heaskedpardon,and,withoutbeingdiscouraged,heset
hismindrightagain,andcontinuedhisexerciseofthepresenceof
Godasifhehadneverdeviatedfrom it.‘Thus,’hesaid,‘byrisingafter
myfalls,andbyfrequentlyrenewedactsoffaithandlove,Iam come
toastatewhereinitwouldbeasdifficultformenottothinkofGod
asitwasatfirsttoaccustom myselftothinkofHim.’”49

FollowingorOrbiting?
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WhenIcametofaith,oneofthefirstBibletextsIwastoldto

memorizewasProverbs3:5-6.“TrustintheLordwithallyourheartand

leannotonyourownunderstanding;inallyourwaysacknowledgehim,and

hewillmakeyourpathsstraight.”So,Imemorizedit.ButtheonlypeopleI

sawdoingwhatthoseversessaidwerenewbelievers,likemyparents.

TheyseemedtoobeytheWorduntiltheystartedgoingtochurch! When

theygotintotherhythm ofChristianlifewithotherbelieverstheylearned

nottotakethecommandsquitesoliterally.Instead,welearnedhowtouse

ourownunderstandingandthatwereallydidnotneedtoacknowledge

Jesusineverything.WeweretaughttolivethenormalChristianlife.

Yousee,mostofusaretaughtinchurchhowtoorbitaroundJesus

ratherthanhowtofollowHim stepbystep.Weareshownhowtolivefor

Him likeothergoodChristiansdo:dailyBiblereadingandprayer,goingto

churchonSundayandtoyouthandprayermeetingsweekly.Butwhat

abouttheotherdaysandhours?ThedisciplesinActswalkedbyfaithwith

Jesus.IlearnedhowtocheckinwithHim inthemorningandatmealsand

whenIwenttobed.NowIseethatthedifferencebetweenwhatIlearnedat

churchfrom ChristiansandwhatIhadmemorizedintheWordisthe

differencebetweenexperiencingChristianityandlivinginthepresenceof

Christ.IwastaughthowtobeagoodChristian(BaptistandPresbyterian),

insteadofbeingafaithfuldiscipleofJesus.

HowthankfulIam thatmyparentsrefusedtobeorbitizedand

continuedtofollowJesusradically,thoughimperfectly,alltheirdays.My

dadwentfrom beingadentistinNewYorktobeingadentalmissionaryin

Africa.Mymom isstillamissionaryinFlorida.Isawmyparentsselltheir

possessionsandleavethefriendstheyloved,tofollowJesus.Thesecurity

ofwealthandalargehouseweregladlyexchangedforlivingbyfaithina

mobilehome.Somethoughtmyparentshadgonemad.Ithoughtandstill

thinkthattheyweresimplyledbylovetoobeythecommandofJesusto

“Gointoalltheworld”(Mark16:15a).Therealityandmemoryoftheirlove

andobediencehavehelpedmenottogetinstitutionalizedor

denominationalized—butrather,tofollowJesus.Howwillyoube

remembered?
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A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisTom.WhenJesusrenewedmycalltofollowHim,the
hardestobedienceHedemandedwasaskingmetoenterintoclose
relationshipswithothers.

MychildhoodwasbrokenasIhadnofatherfigureinmylife.Our
familydidnotexchangehugs,wordsofencouragementoroutward
expressionsoflove.Iwasalwaystoldtoprotectmyselffrom anyharm by
maintainingthisdefensivemode.So,whentalking,Iwouldonlytalkabout
generalstuff.Nothingpersonal.

ButthishasbeentheresultofmyobeyingJesus.Ihavebeen
involvedinleadinggroupprayerandduringthesetimesIhavebeenableto
sharemypersonaltestimonywithoutguiltandshame.Iopenedmyhome
tomenwhowereintransitionandneededtemporaryhousing.Whilethese
menwerelivingwithmewesharedourliveswithoneanotherand
developedcloserelationships.

Icametorealizethatweneedeachotheronadailybasisforsupport
andaccountability.InobeyingJesus,Hehasexpandedmycircleoffriends
intoanextendedfamilythatnowgoesintoseveralotherareasofthecity.I
am partofagroupcalled“OnTheStreetChurch”whichmeetsTuesdays
andFridaystoshareourstrugglesandbesupportiveinprayerandaction.I
am joiningotherdisciplesforintercessoryprayer6differenttimesaweek,
oftentakingthelead.

TheLordistrulyhealingmybrokennessasIobeyHiscommandto
loveoneanother.Iam learningthatyoucannotloveothersatadistanceor
withoutdevelopingcloserelationshipswiththem.Won’tyouembracean
intimaterelationshipwithJesusandfollowHim withus?

Quotefrom AndrewMurray

“JustaswehavetrustedHim asourSaviortoatoneforourdisobedience,letus
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trustHim asourteachertoleadusoutofitandintoalifeofpracticalobedience.
ItisthepresenceofChristwithusthroughouteachdaythatwillkeepusonthe
pathoftruecommitmenttoourtask.”(43)

QuestionsforReflection

1.WhenhaveyoureallyfeltthepresenceofJesusinyourlife?Whydoyouthink

thatthisisnotmorecommontoyouandotherChristians?

2.Howoftendoyousayoract,“inthenameofJesus”duringtheday?Whyso

muchorlittle?

3.CouldyouexplaintosomeoneelsehowtopracticethepresenceofGod?Ifso

orifnot,whatdoesthatreflectaboutyourChristianupbringing?

4.DiscussthedifferencebetweenorbitingaroundJesusandfollowingHim.List

someoftheelementsofyourchurch’sordenomination’sorbit(tradition)?

One-wordcommandtoObey

“Pray”

ButItellyou,loveyourenemiesandprayforthosewhopersecuteyou….(Matt5:44)

Butwhenyoupray,gointoyourroom,closethedoorandpraytoyourFather, 
whoisunseen.ThenyourFather,whoseeswhatisdoneinsecret,willrewardyou. 
Andwhenyoupray,donotkeeponbabbling likepagans,fortheythinktheywill
beheardbecauseoftheirmanywords.(Matt6:6-7)

Watchandpraysothatyouwillnotfallintotemptation. Thespiritiswilling,butthefleshis
weak.(Matthew26:41)

Praythatthiswillnottakeplaceinwinter,(Mark13:18)
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OnedayJesuswaspraying inacertainplace.Whenhefinished,oneofhisdisciples
saidtohim,“Lord, teachustopray,justasJohntaughthisdisciples.”Hesaidto
them, “Whenyoupray,say:“‘Father,hallowedbeyourname,Yourkingdom come.
(Luke11:1-2)

ThenJesustoldhisdisciplesaparabletoshowthem thattheyshouldalwayspray
andnotgiveup.(Luke18:1)

Bealwaysonthewatch,andpray thatyoumaybeabletoescapeallthatisaboutto
happen,andthatyoumaybeabletostandbeforetheSonofMan.”(Luke21:36)

“LargecrowdsweretravelingwithJesus,andturningtothem he
said: “Ifanyonecomestomeanddoesnothatefatherand
mother,wifeandchildren,brothersandsisters—yes,eventheir
ownlife—suchapersoncannotbemydisciple. Andwhoeverdoes
notcarrytheircrossandfollowmecannotbemydisciple.
“Supposeoneofyouwantstobuildatower.Won’tyoufirstsit
downandestimatethecosttoseeifyouhaveenoughmoneyto
completeit? Forifyoulaythefoundationandarenotabletofinish
it,everyonewhoseesitwillridiculeyou, saying,‘Thisperson
begantobuildandwasn’tabletofinish.’…Inthesameway,those
ofyouwhodonotgiveupeverythingyouhavecannotbemy
disciples.(Luke14:25-33)

“Withsuchacalltoalifeoftotalanduncompromisingobedience,we
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shouldnotbesurprisedifwearestronglytemptedtoqualifyChrist’scall,to

modifyitsstringentdemandsbytakingamore“reasonable”lineinthelight

ofmodernculture,whichwetellourselves,is“sodifferentfrom thatofthe

1stcentury.”

(DavidWatson,Discipleship,p234)

Verylikelyyourreligioncostsyounothing.Veryprobablyitneithercosts

youtrouble,nortime,northought,norcare,norpains,norreading,nor

praying,norself-denial,norconflict,norworking,norlaborofany

kind….Suchareligionasthiswillneversaveyoursoul...Areligionwhich

costsnothingisworthnothing.

(BishopJCRyleinJamesBoice’sChrist’sCalltoDiscipleship,

p112)

ChapterSix–Christ’sPerfectObedience

Welivesoeasilywithsomuchsinandimperfectionthatitmightnot

deeplyimpressusthatJesuswasmorallyperfect.Heneversinned.We

leansohardonGod’sgrace,too,thatwesometimeswronglyshrugoff

bothourandothers’sinsasnobigdeal.Almosteverythingtodaycanbe

excusedbysaying,“Youknow,I’m onlyhuman.”Infact,wehaveanatural

suspicionofpeoplewhoseem too-good-to-be-true.Whosmiletoooftenor

don’tevergetupsetenoughtoblurtoutanexpletive.

ButGodreallyhatessin.Ofcourse,hatredwithGodisdifferentfrom

hatredwithus.Nevertheless,Heisopposedtoit.ItoffendsHisnatureand

cannotbemerelyoverlooked.ThesacredBookwhichalonerevealshow

sinnersmaybesaved,alsodeclaresthat

“TherearesixthingstheLordhates,seventhataredetestable
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to him:Haughtyeyes,alyingtongue,handsthatshedinnocentblood,
aheartthatdeviseswickedschemes,feetthatarequicktorushintoevil,
afalsewitnesswhopoursoutliesandamanthatstirsupdissension
amongbrothers”(Proverbs6:16-19).

WoulditsurpriseyoutothinkthatJesushatesthesethings,too?

WhyLeviticusissuchaDrag

WhenwestarttoreadthroughtheBibleinayear,wedookayuntilwe

gettoLeviticus.Itissodepressing.WhydoyouthinkLeviticusboresus?

Maybeitisbecausesinismentionedaround100timesinthatbook.The

bookisfullofbloody,sinofferings.Bulls,sheep,lambs,ramsanddovesall

havetodie.Why?BecauseIsraelwassofullofsin.Whenreadingit,wefeel

likethrowingourhandsupandcrying,Enough!And,unfortunately,more

oftenthannot,wemissthepoint.

“Youreyesaretoopuretolookonevil;youcannottoleratewrong”

(Habakkuk1:13).“Surelythearm oftheLordisnottooshorttosave,nor

hiseartoodulltohear.Butyouriniquitieshaveseparatedyoufrom your

God;yoursinshavehiddenhisfacefrom you,sothathewillnothear”

(Isaiah59:1-2).Wehavealmostforgotten“thelawrequiresthatnearly

everythingbecleansedwithblood,andwithoutthesheddingofbloodthere

isnoforgiveness”(Hebrews9:22).

Wearesinners.Andsinisthecauseofalltheevil,brokenness,war

anddeaththroughouttheworld.Peoplelikeusarethecauseoftheworld’s

woe.ButJesuswas“theLambofGod,whotakesawaythesinofthe

world!”(John1:29).Andasthelambstobesacrificedhadtobewithout

defect,sowasJesus.

“Whenanyonebringsfrom theherdorflockafellowship
offering,itmustbewithoutdefectorblemishtobeacceptable.Do not
offertotheLordtheblind,theinjuredorthemaimed,oranythingwith
wartsorfesteringorrunningsores.Donotplaceanyoftheseuponthe
altarasanofferingmadetotheLordbyfire….Keepmycommands and
followthem.Iam theLord.Donotprofanemyholyname.Imust be
acknowledgedasholybytheIsraelites.Iam theLordwhomakesyou
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holyandwhobroughtyououtofEgypttobeyourGod.Iam theLord”
(Leviticus22:21-22,31-33).

IfJesushadnotlivedperfectly,Hewouldhavebeencondemnedaswell.

“Forthewagesofsinisdeath”(Romans6:23a).HediedonlybecauseHe

tookuponHimselfoursinandthedeathwedeserved.Hedidnotdiefor

anylackinHimself.Hesufferedanddiedforyouandme.

AsGoesSin,soGoestheSavior

Sinisseriousstuff.Butweliveinalightandfrivolousage.Weliketo

laughandtrytokeepfrom beingtooseriousmostofthetime.Coulditbe

thatthegospelofJesus,thegoodnewsoflifethroughHim,doesnotseem

sogoodtodaybecauseweviewsinasnotbeingsobadanylonger?How

goodisaremedyifitarrivesjustintimetosavethosewhodon’treally

needit?WhereverGod’speopleretainthetruthofsin’sdestructiveness,

thereremainsroom fortheawesomebeautyofChrist’ssinlessness.But

wheresiniseasilyexcused,sinlessnessseemsunremarkable.Alowview

ofsinproducesalowneedforitsremedy.Andso,today,thegospelis

reducedtomerelyamessageforescapinghellratherthanthegoodnews

ofGod’scompleteredemptionofafallencreationthroughtheperfect

LambofGod.

Jesushadtobeconcernedaboutfulfillingthecommandsorlawsof

God,becauseitwasthetransgressingofthoselawsthatcreatedour

dilemmainthefirstplace.Wemightthinklittleofsin.AjustandholyGod

cannot.So,thepublicministryofJesuswasbegunbyabaptism thatwas

designed“tofulfillallrighteousness”(Matthew3:15).Assuch,Hisbaptism

wasseenaspartoftherighteousrequirementsplacedonHim bythe

righteousdemandsofGod’slaw.EverystepHetookhadtodowiththeLaw

ofGodHisFather.So,Matthew’srecordofHislifeuseswordslike“this

wastofulfillwhatwasspokenthroughtheprophet”fifteentimes.50Jesus’

lifewasthefulfillmentofboththedemandsandthepromisesoftheLaw

andtheProphets.

ASin-ConcernedLife
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FollowingHisbaptism,Jesuswasthenquickly“ledbytheSpiritinto

thewildernesstobetemptedbythedevil”(Matthew4:1).Hewastempted

tosin.ThesatanictemptationthatthefirstAdam didnotendure,the

secondAdam,perfectlyresistedandrejected(1Corinthians15:45).Asthe

authorofHebrewssowellputit,“Forwedonothaveahighpriestwhois

unabletosympathizewithourweaknesses,butwehaveonewhohasbeen

temptedineveryway,justasweare—yetwithoutsin”(Hebrews4:15).The

mostcarefulkeepersoftheLaw,couldnotkeepthecommandsofGod

wellenough,forJesussaid,“unlessyourrighteousnesssurpassesthatof

thePhariseesandtheteachersofthelaw,youwillcertainlynotenterthe

kingdom ofheaven”(Matthew5:20).Hewasdifferentfrom them.Hecould

lookHisopponentsstraightintheeyesandaskthem whattheycould

neveraskofothers:“Cananyofyouprovemeguiltyofsin?”(John8:46).

ThesinlessnessofJesusismuchmorethanmerelyafine

theologicalpoint.Itisanhistoricrealityoftremendouspractical

importancetoeverybelieverandthewholecreation.“ForGodwaspleased

tohaveallhisfullnessdwellinhim,andthroughhim toreconciletohimself

allthings,whetherthingsonearthorthingsinheaven,bymakingpeace

throughhisblood,shedonthecross”(Colossians1:19-20).Thesalvation

ofasin-ladencreationisonlypossiblethroughasinless,risenSavior.

Paulagainexpressedtheimportanceofthistruthandwrote,“God

madehim whohadnosintobesinforus,sothatinhim wemightbecome

therighteousnessofGod”(2Corinthians5:21).Righteousnessapartfrom

Jesusisimpossible.TherighteousnessofGodisafreegiftthatis

conveyedtobelieversbyfaithinJesus,ourrighteousandsinlessOne.“For

inthegospel,arighteousnessfrom Godisrevealed,arighteousnessthatis

byfaithfrom firsttolast….Thisrighteousnessfrom Godcomesthrough

faithinJesusChristtoallwhobelieve”(Romans1:17;3:21).Inotherwords,

theperfectobedienceofJesustothewholeLawofGodhasbeencredited

touswhohavebeensavedbyfaithinHim.

“Dothisandyoushalllive”

SomethingthatneitherwenoranyJewishleadercoulddo,Jesushas
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done.Heobeyedeverythingperfectly.Hehadtodothisforusbecause,as

Paulwrote,“Cursediseveryonewhodoesnotcontinuetodoeverything

writtenintheBookoftheLaw”(Galatians3:10quotingDeuteronomy

27:26).Eternalliferesultsfrom perfectlykeepingtheLawofGod.“Theman

whodoesthesethingsshalllivebythem”(Galatians3:12).Sincenoneof

usarerighteous,weneededaRighteousOnewhodidwhatwecannotdo,

andtherebymeritedeternallifeforus.Heobeyedandwegainfrom His

obedience.HediedandHisbloodorlifewasthepricepaidforour

redemption.ThissalvationisallbyGod’sgraciouslove.Itissuchgood

newsthatitleavesusastoundedandforeverhumbled,filledwithimmense

gratitude.

AsaresultofourfaithinChrist,weareincludedinthefamilyofGod

andhavebeengivenarighttoalltheprivilegesofGod’schildren!John

marveled,“HowgreatisthelovetheFatherhaslavishedonus,thatwe

shouldbecalledchildrenofGod!Andthatiswhatweare!”(1John3:1).We

are“childrenbornnotofnaturaldescent,norofhumandecisionora

husband’swill,butbornofGod”(John1:13).

LikeFatherlikeSons

God’schildren,thosebornofGod,resembleGod.Jesuspressedthis

pointwhenHetaughtaboutlove.ReadcarefullywhatHesaid,

“Youhaveheardthatitwassaid,‘Loveyourneighborandhate

yourenemy.’ ButItellyou,loveyourenemiesandprayforthose who

persecuteyou, thatyoumaybechildren ofyourFatherinheaven.He

causeshissuntoriseontheevilandthegood,andsendsrainonthe

righteousandtheunrighteous. Ifyoulovethosewholoveyou,what

rewardwillyouget? Arenoteventhetaxcollectorsdoingthat? Andifyou

greetonlyyourownpeople,whatareyoudoingmorethanothers? Do

notevenpagansdothat?Beperfect,therefore,asyourheavenly

Fatherisperfect.”(Matthew5:43-48)

WethankGodthatJesuslovedperfectly.Allofourimperfectfeelings

andactsofloveareforgiventhroughfaithinHim.Butbeingimperfectisno

excuseforustoadoptanyotherwayoflifethanlove.NTWrightbeautifully
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remindsus,

“Jesus,athisascension,wasgivenbythecreatorGodan

empirebuiltonlove.Asweourselvesopenourlivestothewarmth

ofthatlove,webegintoloseourfear;andaswebegintoloseour

fear,webegintobecomepeoplethroughwhom thepowerofthat

lovecanflowoutintotheworldaroundthatsobadlyneedsit.That

isanessentialpartofwhatitmeanstofollowJesus.Andasthe

powerofthatlovereplacestheloveofpower,soinameasure,

anticipatingthelastgreatday,God’skingdom comes,andGod’s

willisdoneonearthasitisinheaven.Wewillnotseethework

accomplishedinallitsfullnessuntilthelastday.Butwewill,in

followingJesus,bebothimplementinghisworkandhastening

thatday.”51

Disciplesobey.Andthemarksofobediencethatmattermosttous

arethosethatmatteredmosttoJesus.WehaveseenthatHisobedience

wasperfectlyfilledwithlovefortheever-presentFather.So,ouraim and

prayeristowalkwiththeever-presentJesusinalifeofselflesslove

empoweredbyHisSpirit.Thoughperfectionisnotattainablenow,itisour

desire.WecansurelysaywithPaul,“SoIstrivealwaystokeepmy

conscienceclear beforeGodandman.”(Acts24:16).

UnlikeHisperfectobedience,oursisalwaysflawed.So,itisaChrist-

exalting,faith-basedobediencethatweembraceandpromote.Onethatis

markednotsomuchbystressandstrainasbysincerity.FollowingJesus,

weshouldfindourselveswholeheartedlyinplacesandwithpeoplewhom

Helovedtoserveandhelp.

AsKyleIdlemanremindsus,

“Themostliteralwaytodefinea‘FollowerofJesus’is‘Someonewho

goeswhereJesusgoes.’I’m notsurehowyoucancallyourselfa

followerofJesusifyourefusetogowhereJesuswent.Ifyouare

followingJesus‘wherever,’hewilltakeyoutowardsasinnerthat
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otherswouldn’twanttobeseenwith.”52

InPartTwowehaveseenthatJesus’obediencealwaysexuded

passion,presenceandperfection.Ourobedience,helpedbyHisSpirit,

shouldreflectasimilarrealitybecausefollowingHim meansfollowingthe

wayHelived.Andthisisourconfidence--whatourobediencelacksin

passion,presenceandperfection,Hisrighteousnessperfectsandallows

theFathertoreceivethem asapleasingaroma.Whatgrace!MayJesus

Christ,alone,bepraised.
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A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisJohn.WhenJesusrenewedmycalltofollowHim,the
hardestobedienceHedemandedofmewas...toGo!

Ineededtotaketimeto1.beavailable(mostlytolistentopeople)
and
thentalkwiththosewhoare “worthy.” Itseemedtomethatpeoplewere
mostwillingtotalkwhenIseemedtobethebusiest.Ihadtobepatientand
listen,realizingthatIneededtolearn(1)todolessand(2)totrustGodwith
whateverwasleftundone.  

AndthishasbeentheresultofmyobeyingJesus.Ihavemyown
businessandtwoofuswereworkingtomeetadeadlineofgettingahouse
preppedtobe
sold. WhenIwasworkingontheoutsideofthehouse,aneighborcame
overandaskedifIcouldhelphim withasmall30minutejobonhishouse.
IrealizedIwouldbeabletohaveaconversationwithhim whileIwas
workingsoIagreed. 

HetalkedtheentiretimeIwasworking,andreallybegantoopenup
andshareaseriousproblem hewashavingwithhis20yearoldson.The
conversationcontinuedfor anotherhourorso. Ifoundoutthathehadlost
hisjobandyethadmajorexpensesconcerninghisson'sdifficulties.A
weeklaterIheardfrom afriendaboutacompanythatwashiringsowhenI
wasworkingintheman'sareaagainI wentbyhishometotellhim about
thatcompany. WhileIwasthereIlearnedmoreabouthim andsomeother
areasofhislifethatindicatedgreatneed. Imadeafewcommentsabout
GodandhesaidthatIremindedhim ofhisfather.ThatwaswhenIlearned
abouthisupbringinginahomewheretheBiblewashonored,yethehad
turnedhisbackonit.

Anothertime,Iwasagainworkingnearhishomeandhewasoutside
and
closeenoughthatIcouldhearhim andhisneighborinaconversation.
 When
therewasabreakIwavedandsaidhelloandcommentedonthebeautiful
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sky
thatwewereblessedtoenjoy. Theybothagreed. Icamecloserandhe
introducedmetohisneighborandIjoinedtheirconversation.  

Thisisthebeginningofarelationshipthatwillsoonseemeasking
the
followingquestion. “HowwouldyouliketodiscoverforyourselfwhatGod
islikeandhowHewantsyoutolive?” Iam sogladItookthetimetoGO!
Won’tyoufollowJesusandgowithus?

Quotesfrom AndrewMurray

“IfweturntoHisteaching,wefindthroughoutthattheobedienceHerenderedis
thesameHerequiresofeveryonewhowouldbeHisdisciple.”(16)

“Bewareofalegalobedience:strivingafteralifeoftrueobedienceunderasense
ofduty.”(91)

QuestionsforReflection

1.DiscussIdleman’squoteontherelationshipoffaithandfollowing.

2.DiscusshowJesusfulfilledthePsalmist’sexpressionsofobeyingGodwith

completedesireorallHisheart.Howdoyoustackupincomparison?Inwhat

waydoestheGospelcoverourshameforbeingsohalf-hearted?

3.HaveyouevermetanyonewholiterallyengagedGodliketheywereonawalk

together?Whatwasitlikebeingwiththatperson?Whatdidyoulearnfrom

BrotherLawrence?

4.Whyisitwrongtoallowsintohaveaprominentplaceinyourorother

Christians’lives?

5.TrytocaptureinyourownwordswhylovemattersmosttoGodinallwedo.
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One-wordcommandtoObey

“Go”

…Leaveyourgiftthereinfrontofthealtar.Firstgoandbereconciledtothem;
thencomeandofferyourgift.(Matthew5:24)

Ifanyoneforcesyoutogoonemile,gowiththem twomiles.(Matthew5:41)

Butwhenyoupray,gointoyourroom,closethedoorandpraytoyourFather, 
whoisunseen.ThenyourFather,whoseeswhatisdoneinsecret,willreward
you.(Matthew6:6)

Asyougo,proclaim thismessage:‘Thekingdom ofheaven hascomenear.’(Matthew10:7)

Sogotothestreetcorners andinvitetothebanquetanyoneyoufind.’(Matthew22:9)

Thereforegoandmakedisciplesofallnations(Matthew28:19a)

Hesaidtoher, “Daughter,yourfaithhashealedyou. Goinpeace andbefreedfrom yoursuffering.”
(Mark5:34)

Jesuslookedathim andlovedhim. “Onethingyoulack,” hesaid. “Go,selleverything
youhaveandgivetothepoor, andyouwillhavetreasureinheaven. Thencome,follow
me.”(Mark10:21)

 Hesaidtothem,“Gointoalltheworldandpreachthegospeltoallcreation.(Mark16:15)
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Go!Iam sendingyououtlikelambsamongwolves.(Luke10:3)

“ThenneitherdoIcondemnyou,” Jesusdeclared.“Gonowandleaveyourlifeofsin.”
(John8:11)

“Go,” hetoldhim, “washinthePoolofSiloam” (thiswordmeans“Sent”).Sotheman
wentandwashed,andcamehomeseeing.(John9:7)

ThenThomas (alsoknownasDidymus)saidtotherestofthedisciples,“Letusalsogo,
thatwemaydiewithhim.”(John11:16)

“Whydoyoucallme,‘Lord,Lord,’anddonotdowhatIsay?”(Luke
6:46)

“AsJesuswassayingthesethings,awomaninthecrowdcalled
out.‘Blessedisthemotherwhogaveyoubirthandnursedyou.’
Hereplied,‘BlessedratherarethosewhohearthewordofGod
andobeyit.’”(Luke11:27-28)

“Moreparticularly,letusrememberwhattheLordJesusChristsaidinone
ofHislessonsonmildnessandforbearance….Maythisprecept,andthese
commands,strengthenourresolvetoliveinobediencetoHissacredwords,
andinhumilityofmind….(96AD-BishopClementofRome,1stlettertothe
Corinthians,ch13,).
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“Ifarabbiultimatelyagreedtoawould-be-disciple’srequest,andallowed
him tobecomeadisciple,thedisciple-to-beagreedto totallysubmit tothe
rabbi’sauthorityinallareasofinterpretingtheScripturesforhislife.This
wasaculturalgivenforallobservantJewishyoungmen–somethingeach
trulywantedtodo.Asaresult,eachdisciplecametoarabbinicrelationship
withadesireandawillingnesstodojustthat-surrendertotheauthorityof
God’sWordasinterpretedbyhisRabbi’sviewofScripture....Contrasttotal
surrenderto the authority ofJesus with a partialsurrender,oran
occasionalsurrender,aconvenientsurrender,oreventokensurrenderto
Him.How would you assess yourwillingness factorin regards to
surrenderingallareasofyourlifetotheauthorityofGod’sWord?Whenyou
dosurrender,isitawillingsurrender,orasurrenderthatarisesfrom some
form of resentful,obligatory obedience?” (2007-Doug Greenwold -
PreservingBibleTimes Reflection#307) 

PartThree–ObeyingliketheApostles

ChapterSeven–TheApostles’Obedience-WhyItMatters

Doyoutrustleadershiptoday?Bytrust,Imean,thewaywetrusta

chairweareabouttositdownupon.Weexpectittosupportus.Todoits

job.Nottocollapseandleaveusinjured.So,doyoureallytrustleaders

todayinthatway?Probablynot,inmostareasoflife.

NewTestamenteradisciples,though,trustedtheirmentors,their

rabbis.Somuchso,thattheyplacedtheirlivesintheirhands,leavingthe

authorityandsafetyoftheirownhumanfathers.DavidBivinnoted,“A

specialrelationshipdevelopedbetweenrabbianddiscipleinwhichthe

rabbibecamelikeafather.Infacthewasmorethanafatherandwastobe

honoredabovethedisciple’sownfather….”53

Discipleswantedtofollowtheirleader.Theyintendedtobecomejust
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liketheirspiritualleaders.ThiswassowellunderstoodthatJesus

summarizedthenormalrabbi-discipleshiprelationshipwiththesewords:“A

discipleisnotabovehisteacher,buteveryonewhoisperfectlytrainedwill

belikehisteacher”(Luke6:40-NKJV).

Christianshavenoproblem saying,“JesusistheHeadoftheChurch.”

Or,“IbelongtoJesus.”Theywouldquicklyaffirm that,‘Noonecanlayany

otherfoundationotherthantheonealreadylaid,whichisJesusChrist”(1

Corinthians3:11).IbelievethatmanyChristianssaythesethingsbutdonot

livethem.SinceJesusisinheavenandnooneisHisdeputy,policingthe

Church,itseemssafetosayonethinganddoanother.

Iam writingthischaptertodispelthatmyth.JesusdidleaveHis

authorizedrepresentativesonearth,whoseworkinvolvedbuildingthe

Churchandprotectingusfrom botherrorandfalseteachers.Theywere

calledapostlesandprophets.And,aboutthem,Paulwrote,“(Youare)built

onthefoundationoftheapostlesandprophets,withChristJesusbeingthe

chiefcornerstone”(Ephesians2:20).Yousee,theChurchdidnotsay,“None

ofusareperfect.NoneofusarelikeJesus.So,let’scuteachotherabreak

andnotbetoostrictwithhowwelive.”Thatsoundsliketoday.Paul

soundeddifferently.Hesaidthefollowing:

“FollowmyexampleasIfollowtheexampleofChrist.”(1

Corinthians11:1)

“DidthewordofGodoriginatewithyou?Orareyoutheonly

peopleithasreached?Ifanybodythinksheisaprophetorspiritually

gifted,lethim acknowledgethatwhatIam writingtoyouistheLord’s

command.”(1Corinthians14:36-37)

“Foryouyourselvesknowhowyououghttofollowour

example….Ifanyonedoesnotobeyourinstructioninthisletter,take

specialnoteofhim.Donotassociatewithhim inorderthathemayfeel

ashamed.Yetdonotregardhim asanenemy,butwarnhim asa



79

brother.”(2Thessalonians3:7,11)

Yousee,ifJesuscommandedustomakedisciplesandifall

disciplesimitatetheirrabbi,thenJesusexpectsustoimitateHiswayoflife.

ThatmeanstoobeyHim andliterallytofollowHispattern.Hisexample.He

moldedtheapostlesintothatpatternsothattheycouldmoldothers.He

madethem effective“fishersofmen.”Theywerepromisedsuccess.They

wouldmakedisciples.WhyaresofewChristiansactuallyimitatingJesus

today?Whatpatterndowefollow?

AFeartoFollow

Althoughdemocracyisoftenawonderfullyfreewayoflife,New

Testamenttimeswerenotverydemocratic.HalfofRome’spopulationof1

millionpeoplewereslaves.ThosewholivedinPalestinewerelargelynot

self-governed.TheylivedunderRomanrule.Rebellionseverywherewere

severelycrushed.Societywasoftengovernedverystrictlybyever-changing

laws.Citizens,employees,childrenwereallexpectedtocomplywiththe

commandsoftheirsuperiors—whethertheybepoliticalleaders,employers

orparents.ThepeopleofPalestineknewhowtofollow,evenwhentheydid

notlikeit.Obedienceandsubmissionwerenotviewedas“necessaryevils,”

butasthecornerstoneofacommunity’sstability.

WeAmericansgenerallyhaveahardtimefollowing,don’twe?

Freedom ofthought,ofword,oftravel,defineus.Greatfreedomsof

expressionanddebatethrivehere.Democracy,tous,oftenmeansfreedom

toprotestandchange.Wehaveallseenhowthespiritofdoubting,

questioningandevenattimesdisregardingrulesofourculturehavebeen

helpful.Theycankeepusandothersfrom injusticeandoppression.

But,sometimesdissentleadstoatypeofdisobediencewhichgets

usintotrouble.Disagreementsneedtoberesolvedpeacefullythrough



80

discussionanddebate.Civildisobediencehassometimesledto

tremendouschangeandsocialprogress.Butnoteverythingneedstobe

discussedanddebated.Infact,realprogressmaybehinderedwhen

children,students,employeesandcitizenswanttodebateeverything

insteadofsimplydoingwhattheyaretoldtodo.Muchtroublecanbe

avertedwhenwequicklyyieldanddowhatwearetoldtodo.Itappearsto

methatsubmissionandobedience,lawandorderareshrinkingin

democraticAmerica.Inhomes,churches,workplacesandneighborhoods

thereisagrowinglackoftrust,agrowingreadinesstorebel.Afearof

following.

WasJesusUndemocratic?

DoesitsurpriseyouthatJesusdesiresustolivealifeofobedience

andsurrender?Thefollowingtext,pivotalinitsday,isoftenignoredinours.

Jesusasked,“Supposeoneofyouhasaservantplowingor

looking afterthesheep.Willhesaytotheservantwhenhecomesin

from the field,‘Comealongnow andsitdowntoeat’? Won’the

rathersay,‘Preparemysupper,getyourselfreadyandwaitonme whileI

eat anddrink;afterthatyoumayeatanddrink’? Willhethankthe

servantbecausehedidwhathewastoldtodo? Soyoualso,whenyou

havedoneeverythingyouweretoldtodo,shouldsay,‘Weareunworthy

servants;wehaveonlydoneourduty.’”(Luke17:7-10)

Jesusdoesnotrecommendthatwefollowourownthoughts,feelingsand

desires.Infact,aswewillnowsee,JesuscommandsustofollowHim and

thosewhom Hefirstdiscipled.Yes,JesuswantsustofollowtheApostles

andthespiritualleaderswhoselivesimitatetheirs.

IfIaskedyou,whatisthefoundationofyourfaith?Youwouldlikely
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say,theBible.Butisit?Mypremisesimplyisthatunlessyouarean

obedientdiscipleofJesus,youcannotreallylivebiblically.Thatisbecause

theNewTestamentclearlyestablishesapatternoralifestylethatallofus

aretoembrace.ThiswayoflifewaspatternedforthedisciplesbyJesus.

AndHethencommandedthem toteachothersthesamewayoflifethat

Hehadtaughtthem tolive.ThemodelofJesusallowedgreatfreedom in

manyareasoflife,sothattruedisciplesdidnotalldress,eat,talkorwork

alike.Buttherewereever-present,trans-culturalelementsofevery

believer’slifethatwerenon-negotiable.Todisregardordiscardthesewere

tocommitsin.AndsinfulpatternsoflifewerenevertobeacceptabletoHis

followers.Sinwasnotlaughed-offintheNewTestamentChurch,which

wascomposedchieflyofdisciples.ItwasnormallydealtwithasJesushad

clearlytaughttodealwithit.54

FreebutFollowers

Idonotwanttobemisunderstoodhere.Jesuspreachedfreedom

andsubmission.Orbetterput,truefreedom throughsubmissiontoHim.

Hisinvitationtoallpotentialdisciplescombinedthesetwo,“Cometome,

allyouwhoarewearyandburdened,andIwillgiveyourest.Takemyyoke

uponyouandlearnfrom me,forIam gentleandhumbleinheart,andyou

willfindrestforyourssouls.Formyyokeiseasyandmyburdenislight”

(Matthew11:28-30).Thereisayoke,tobesure—butitislighterthanall

others!Andinalongersection,Jesustoldthosewhohad“believedhim,”

“Ifyouholdtomyteaching(abideinmyword-ESV),youare

reallymydisciples.Thenyouwillknowthetruth,andthetruthwill set

youfree.”Theyansweredhim,“WeareAbraham’sdescendantsandhave

neverbeenslavesof anyone.Howcanyousaythatweshallbe set

free?”Jesusreplied,“Itellyouthetruth,everyonewhosinsisaslavetosin.

Nowaslavehasnopermanentplaceinthefamily,but asonbelongsto
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itforever.SoiftheSonsetsyoufree,youwillbefree indeed”(John

8:31-36)

Yousee,onlythosewhomakeHiswordtheirresidence,whocontinue

submittingtheirlivestowhatHehascommandedandsaid,aretrue

disciples.Onlytheyaretrulyfree.Truedisciples,alone,canbefreedfrom

thebondageofsinbytheSon,whoalonecanfreeus.So,wasJesus

undemocratic?Yesandno.Freedom wasHisgoal.ObediencetoHim and

HisWordwasthewaytoreachthatgoal.

Theconceptoffreedom toJesusandtheapostleswascentralto

theirteachings.Dr.RobertBankstermed“freedom inChrist,”the

“theologicalbasis”ofthewritingsofPaul.Hewrote,

“Paulusestheterm eleutheria(freedom)oroneofitscognates

frequentlythroughouthiswritings,sometwenty-ninetimesinall—onlya

littlelessoftenthansoteria(salvation)oroneofitsalliedterms.”55

Hischapteron“TheArrivalofRadicalFreedom,”powerfullyportrayshow

thegospelofJesusleadstoafreedom thatabsolutelyamazedtheRoman,

GreekandJewishculturesofthefirstcentury.“Itisforfreedom thatChrist

hassetusfree.Standfirm,then,anddonotletyourselvesbeburdened

againbyayokeofslavery”(Galatians5:1).

TheChiefShepherd

JesusistheWay.HeisthePattern,theMold,theMap.Whenourlives

donotfollowHispattern,weareunshapely.Likeadressorashirtthatjust

doesn’thangorfitright.Somethingthatweshouldn’twasteourmoneyon.

WhenwedonotreflectHisimage,wearelikeacoinmintedfrom a
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counterfeitcast.Ahoaxthatcan’tbuyanything.Ofnorealbenefitexceptto

makenoiseinourpockets.WheneverwewalkapathnotpleasingtoHim,

wegetlost.Andweleadothersastray.PetercalledJesus,“theChief

Shepherd”(1Peter5:4).Justassheepfollowtheirshepherd,theapostles

followedJesus.JesusistheHeadShepherd.Thetrainerandmodelofall

otherspiritualshepherds.HeistheGuideofourguides.Thatiswhy

pastorsaresometimescalled“under-shepherds”Weareallsupposedtobe

submissiveorobedienttoJesus.

Shepherdsarenotverydemocratic.Theyknowwhatisbestand

strategizeaccordingly.WeallwanttheGreatShepherdPsalm (23)tobe

readatourfunerals.Youknow,“TheLordismyShepherd….”Whetheror

notwechoosetolive,towalkandtalk,withtheLordasourShepherd,we

feelasthougheveryChristianhasarighttothatpsalm.Evenifwerarely

thoughtaboutJesusorspokeinHisname.Thefactnottoforgetisthat

JesusspokeaboutallHissheep.Hesaid,“Mysheeplistentomyvoice.

AndIknowthem.Andtheyfollowme.Igivetothem eternallife,andthey

shallneverperish.;noonecansnatchthem outofmyhand”(John10:27-

28).Weliketostresswhatpassagessayaboutus.Consideralsowhatthat

passagesaysaboutJesus.Hespeaks.Welisten.Heknowseachone

intimately.Weareknown,relatedto,beloved.Heleads.Wefollow.Hegives

them eternallife.Wereceivelifenowandforeverfrom Him,alone.Noone

cantakeHissheepfrom Hispersonalcare.WearesafewhentheLordis

ourShepherd.

ThePaththattheShepherdChooses

PeterspokeofJesus’exampleinthisway,“Ifyousufferfordoing

goodandyouendureit,thisiscommendablebeforeGod.Tothisyouwere

called,becauseChristsufferedforyou,leavingyouanexample,thatyou

shouldfollowinhissteps”(1Peter2:20b-21).Jesushasleftusallwithan

exampletofollow.HeistheWay.WearetofollowHim,eveninHislifeof

suffering.ThenightHerelentlesslytaughtthem thatHiscommandwas
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LOVE,Healsosaid,“RememberthewordsIspoketoyou,‘Noservantis

greaterthanhismaster.’Iftheypersecutedme,theywillpersecuteyoualso.

Iftheyobeyedmyteaching,theywillobeyyoursalso.Theywilltreatyou

thiswaybecauseofmyname,fortheydonotknowtheOnewhosentme”

(John15:20-21).Didyouseethat?ToJesus,persecutionandobedienceto

Him areconnected.Iftheypersecuted…iftheyobeyed.TrueChristiansare

theobjectsofboththepersecutionandlackofobedience.Theypersecute

anddonotobeydisciples.

So,fastforwardtotoday.Whenwetakeawaythedemandtoobey,

wetakeawaytheneedtobepersecuted.Noobedience=nopersecution.

TherenownedmartyrIgnatius,BishopofAntiochwasonhiswaytoRome

tobekilledforhisfaithattheendofthe1stCentury.Listencarefullyto

whathewrotetoChristianchurchesashepassedthroughtheircities,and

wonder,wouldweeverreadsuchwordsinAmericatoday?

“AsIgoaboutinthesechains…Isingsongsofpraisetothe
churches;andIprayfortheircorporateaswellastheirspiritualunity—
forbothofthesearethegiftsofJesus Christ,ournever-failingLife.
Maytheybeoneintheirfaith,andintheirlove,whichtranscendsallother
virtues;butchiefestofallmaytheybeonewithJesusandtheFather,since
itisonlybyenduringinHim alltheprinceoftheworld’sindignities,yet
stilleludinghisclutches,thatwecancometothepresenceofGod….

“Therearetwodifferentcoinages,sotospeak,incirculation,
God’s andtheworld’s,eachwithitsowndistinctivemarking.
Unbelieverscarrythe stampoftheworld;whilethefaithfulinlovebear
thestampofGodthe Father,throughJesusChrist.Unlesswearereadyto
dieinconformitywith HisPassion(Death),Hislifeisnotinus….

“Farewell.Seethatthereisagodlyunityamongyou,andaspirit
that isabovealldivisions;forthisisJesusChrist.”(Ignatiustothe
Magnesians, chapters1,5&15).

Disciplesobey.Thatiswhytheysuffer.Eventoday.

FollowMe
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PauldiscipledtheCorinthiansquiteclearly,sohewrote,“Followmy

exampleasIfollowtheexampleofChrist”(1Corinthians11:1).Hewas

greatlyupsetwhenanyonewasplacedbeforeChristasamodel.Even

whenhe,himselfwasfollowedattheexpenseofJesus!Hestrongly

scoldedtheCorinthians,

“Brothersandsisters,Icouldnotaddressyouaspeoplewho
live bytheSpirit butaspeoplewhoarestillworldly—mereinfants in
Christ.Igaveyoumilk,notsolidfood, foryouwerenotyetreadyfor
it. Indeed,youarestillnotready. Youarestillworldly.Forsincethere is
jealousyandquarrelingamongyou,areyounotworldly?Areyounot
actinglikemerehumans? Forwhenonesays,“IfollowPaul,”and
another,“Ifollow Apollos,” areyounotmerehumanbeings?What, after
all,isApollos? AndwhatisPaul?Onlyservants, throughwhom youcame
tobelieve—astheLordhasassignedtoeachhistask. Iplanted the
seed, Apolloswateredit,butGodhasbeenmakingitgrow. So neitherthe
onewhoplantsnortheonewhowatersisanything,butonly God,who
makesthingsgrow. Theonewhoplantsandtheonewhowatershaveone
purpose,andtheywilleachberewardedaccordingto theirown
labor. Forweareco-workersinGod’sservice; youareGod’s field, God’s
building.BythegraceGodhasgivenme, Ilaida foundation asawise
builder,andsomeoneelseisbuildingonit.But eachoneshouldbuild
withcare.Fornoonecanlayanyfoundation otherthantheonealready
laid,whichisJesusChrist.(1Cor3:1-11)

Hethenwrote,“Iurgeyoutoimitateme.”(1Corinthians4:16).Hehadgiven

them apatterntofollow.Andheexpectedthem tofollowit.Hedidthis

everywhereandtoeveryonebecausehewasmakingdisciplesofJesus.He

wasfollowingChrist’spatternandrequiringotherstobesimilarlypatterned.

So,tothePhilippianshewrote,“Joinwithothersinfollowingmy

example,brothers,andtakenoteofthosewholiveaccordinglytothe

patternwegaveyou”(Philippians3:17).And,later,“Whateveryouhave

learnedorreceivedorheardfrom me,orseeninme—putitintopractice.

AndtheGodofpeacewillbewithyou”(Philippians4:9).Andtotwoofhis

owndisciples,TimothyandTitus,heveryclearlyremindedthem ofthe
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Christ-patternpassedontothem whichtheyweretoimpressuponthelives

ofothers:

“Ifyoupointthesethingsouttothebrothersandsisters,youwillbea

goodministerofChristJesus,broughtupinthetruthsofthefaithand

ofthegoodteachingthatyouhavefollowed.”(1Timothy4:6)

“Don’tletanyonelookdownonyoubecauseyouareyoung,butsetan

exampleforbelieversinspeech,inlife,inlove,infaith,andin

purity.”(1Timothy4:12)

“Thesearethethingsyouaretoteachandinsiston.Ifanyone

teaches falsedoctrinesanddoesnotagreetothesoundinstructionof

ourLord Jesus Christandtogodlyteaching,heisconceitedand

understands nothing.“(1Timothy6:2-3)

Timothy,guardwhathasbeenentrustedtoyourcare.”(1Timothy

6:20)

“Whatyouhaveheardfrom me,keepasthepatternofsound

teaching, withfaithandloveinChristJesus.”(2Timothy1:6)

“Youthen,myson,bestronginthegracethatisinChristJesus.And

thethingsyouhaveheardmesay,inthepresenceofmanywitnesses

entrusttoreliablemenwhowillalsobequalifiedtoteachothers.”(2

Timothy2:1-2)
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“You,however,knowallaboutmyteaching,mywayoflife, my

purpose,faith,patience,love,endurance,persecutions,sufferings…In

fact,everyonewhowantstoliveagodlylifeinChristJesuswillbe

persecuted,whileevilmenandimpostersgofrom badtoworse,

deceivingandbeingdeceived.Butasforyou,continueinwhatyouhave

learnedandhavebecomeconvincedof….”(2Timothy3:10-14)

“Youmustteachwhatisinaccordwithsounddoctrine…Ineverything

setthem anexamplebydoingwhatisgood…Thesearethethings

you shouldteach.Encourageandrebukewithallauthority.Donotlet

anyonedespiseyou.”(Titus2:1,7,15)

InportrayingLuke’sintentinwritinghisGospelandActs,Richard

Longeneckersummarized,

“…ItisquitetruethatLuke’smajorinterestinthewritingofhis

two volumesseemstohavebeentheeverydaymatterofChristian

discipleship—thatis,settingoutforhisreaders…themannerinwhich

oneshouldliveasafollowerofJesus.”Andearlier,“ForLuke,the

churchisonlyfaithfultoitscallingasitperseveresintheteachingandthe

traditionoftheapostles,whoconstitutethehumanlinkwithJesus.And

Christiandiscipleshipisonlyauthenticasitdoeslikewise.”56

So,respectedEvangelicalscholarshipestablishesdiscipleshipasthegoal

ofLuke’swritingandchallengesustodaywithquestioningifpresent-day

discipleshippatternsactuallyfollowtheapostolicmodewhichwaslinked

withJesus.Much,sadly,islostwhenthereislittleparallelbetweenour

methodsandthatoftheapostles,whofollowedJesus.
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FollowingtheDiscipleswhoweretrainedbytheApostles

WhenPaullefttheEphesianelders,heknewthathisdiscipleship

wouldbethefocusofdemonicattack.Sohesolemnlywarnedthem,“Keep

watchoveryourselvesandalltheflockoverwhichtheLordhasmadeyou

overseers.BeshepherdsofthechurchofGod,whichheboughtwithhis

ownblood.IknowthatafterIleave,savagewolveswillcomeinamongyou

andwillnotsparetheflock.Evenfrom yourownnumbermenwillariseand

distortthetruthinordertodrawawaydisciplesafterthem.Sobeonyour

guard!RememberthatforthreeyearsIneverstoppedwarningeachofyou

nightanddaywithtears.”(Acts20:28-31).

EversinceJesuscommanded,“Makedisciples,”thedevilhastriedto

corrupttheprocessofdiscipleship.Jesuschoseandsentauthorized

representatives,apostles,intotheworldtoinitiatethatwork.So,their

teachingandlifestylehavebeenreceivedandfollowedbythefaithfuldown

throughthecenturies.Inthesecondgenerationoftheearlychurch,itwas

commontohearwordslikethese:

“Thissalvation,whichwasfirstannouncedbytheLord,was

confirmedtousbythosewhoheardhim.Godalsotestifiedtoitby signs,

wondersandvariousmiracles,andgiftsoftheHolySpiritdistributed

accordingtohiswill.”(Hebrews2:3-4)

“Rememberyourleaders,whospokethewordofGodtoyou.

Consider theoutcomeoftheirwayoflifeandimitatetheirfaith.Jesus

Christis thesameyesterdayand todayandforever.”(Hebrews13:7

- 8)
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“Obeyyourleadersandsubmittotheirauthority.Theykeepwatch

overyouasmenwhomustgiveanaccount.Obeythem sothattheir work

willbeajoy,notaburden….”(Hebrews13:17)

Evenearly,non-biblicalsources,liketheDidache,reminded1st-century

believerstofollowtheirleadersastheyfollowedJesus.“Seethatyoudo

notneglectthecommandmentsoftheLord,butkeepthem justasyou

receivedthem,withoutanyadditionsorsubtractionsofyourown”(The

Didache,1:4).

Renewal,Revival&Reformation

Thereasonitmattersthatweknowandfollowtheapostolicmodelis

thattheBiblecommandsustodoso.Jesusformedthem andtheyformed

theChurchafterthem intheexactpatternoflifeJesushadused.All

throughtheages,ChristianshavecriedoutforJesustohelpthem when

theChurchhadsunktoalowstage.Wordslike,“Renewus!”“Reviveus!”

“SendaReformation!”haveechoedthroughoutWorldChristianhistory.And

wheneverGodanswered,

whathappened?Arenewalofbiblicaldiscipleshiphappened!Peoplecut

throughthetradition,thebaggageanddiscoveredJesusagain.

Didyoucatchthesimilarityinallofthosewords?Theyare“re”words,

allbeginningwiththesameprefix.“Re”signifiesgoingbackandreturning

orregainingsomethingthatexistedbefore.The“newwine”and“newwine

skins”thatmustberenewedisbiblicaldiscipleship.Thenewlife

(vivification)thatisrevivedis“walkingwithGod.”Thenewform that

replacesthetraditionsofchurchpractice,bringingreformation,istheage-

oldpatternpassedonbyJesustoHisfirstdisciplesand,bythem and

others,tosucceedinggenerations.

TheHolySpiritcantakeusbackintoalifeoffollowingJesustoday.
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TheNewTestamentepistlesdescribethatlifeofdiscipleshipasbeing“in

Christ.”Buttheform orpatternofthatlifewilllookliketheapostleswayof

life.Bythisstandardofdiscipleship,wearecommandedto“Test

everything.Holdontothegood.Avoideverykindofevil”(1Thessalonians

5:21-22).TheapostleJohn,rememberingthetestingofsomeinthechurch

wrote,“Theywentoutfrom us,buttheydidnotreallybelongtous.Forif

theyhadbelongedtous,theywouldhaveremainedwithus;buttheirgoing

showedthatnoneofthem belongedtous”(1John2:19).

Dowebelongtotheapostolictradition?Haveweheardthecallof

JesusandobeyedHim,astheydid?Andastheytaught?Dowewanttobe

seenasatrueheiroftheEarlyChurchinActs?Thenletusliveandobeyas

theydid,forofthem itwaswritten,

“Theydevotedthemselvestotheapostlesteachingandtothe

fellowship,tothe breakingofbreadandtoprayer.Everyonewasfilled

withawe,andmanywonders andmiraculoussignsweredone

bythe apostles.Allthebelieversweretogetherandhadeverythingin

common.Sellingtheirpossessionsandgoods,theygavetoanyone ashe

hadneed.Everydaytheycontinuedtomeettogetherwithgladand

sincerehearts,praisingGodandenjoyingthefavorofallthe people.

AndtheLord(Jesus) addedtotheirnumberdailythosewho werebeing

saved.”(Acts2:42-47).

ThenextchapterwilltrulysurpriseyouaswenowturntoobeyingJesusas

theapostlesobeyedHim.
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A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisMike.WhenJesusrenewedmycalltofollowHim the
hardestobedienceHedemandedcameintheform oftotalsurrender.He
demandedthatIfollowHim intoplacesandsituationsthatwere
uncomfortable.AtthetimeofmyrenewaltofollowJesusIwasonthevery
edgeofgivingupmypastorateandlookingforamuchmorecomfortable
andinvitingcommunityatwhichtoserve.

Yousee,Godhadcalledmeintoanurbancommunitysufferingfrom
drugabuse,prostitution,alcoholism andunstablefamilies.Hecalledmeto
asmallchurchwithlittlefinancesandsparseattendance.Afterministering
inthatcommunityforthelast8years,thepeople’srejectionofthegospel
becametoomuchtoobear.WeopenedafreeChristianschoolandthe
communityrefusedtotakeadvantageofit.Wegaveawayfood,clothing
andanythingourlimitedbudgetwouldafford,butstilltherewasanoutright
rejectionofthegospel.ManymonthsmywifeandIneglectedourpersonal
billstoensurethattheutilitieswerenotturnedoff.Thosethatdidcome
werefrom outsidethecommunityandtheirattendancewassporadicat
best.

Depressionbegantosetinandtheclosingofthechurchdoors
becameareality.Istartedthinkingmoreandmoreofhowtoshutdownthe
churchandwhereIwouldmoveto.Myhopewaslostanditbecame
increasinglydifficulttohideitfrom thecongregation.Thislossofhope
revealeditselfintheform ofangertowardsthecongregation.Our
frustrationgrewandmanySundaysIdidallIcould,justtoshowupforthe
worshipservice.

JustatthepointofgivingupIreceivedarenewedcalltofollowJesus.
IlearnedwhattheBiblemeantaboutbeingadisciple.IknewthatIfirsthad
tobecomeadisciplebeforeIcoulddiscipleothers.Throughmy
discipleshiptrainingandprayingwithothersIbegantoseethatfollowing
Jesuscallsfortotalsurrender.Ihadtobewillingtogiveupmyown
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comfortabilityandfollowJesusintothecommunitythatHehaschosenfor
me.

SincemyrenewedcallandobeyingJesus,myprayerlifehastotally
changed!Prayerwasnotapriorityinmylifeorthelifeofourcongregation.
Throughprayer,Godledustogoona30-dayfastofjustfruits,veggiesand
water.ItwasduringthistimewereallycriedouttoGodforthecommunity
andothers.

Thisresultedinhavingfourteamsdoaprayerwalkthroughthe
community,prayingspecificallythatGodwouldtouchtheheartsofthe
peoplethatliveonthesameblockasthechurch.TheverynextSunday6
individualsfrom thesameblockcameinfortheworshipservice.Youmight
thinkthatsmall,butitwasBIGforus.

ObeyingJesushasnowbecomecentraltomypreaching,teaching
andourcongregationallife.Peopleexpecttodosomethingeveryweekin
responsetotheWord!

AnotherresultofobeyingJesusisbeingconnectedtootherdisciples
inthecitywhoconsistentlyliftourprayersandconcernsbeforetheLord.
It’sawonderfulfeelingtoknowyouarenotwalkingalone.Westillhavea
longwaytogo,butwearecertainandreadytofollowJesuswhereHeis--
andHeisinthisdifficultcommunity.Thinkingofclosingthedoorsisno
longerinourminds.WenowknowthatGodwillprovideallthatweneedas
longaswefollowHisSon.Thecongregationhasanairofexcitementas
wepray.WenowunderstandthatyoucannotfollowJesuswithoutobeying
Jesus.ComeandfollowJesuswithus.

Quotesfrom AndrewMurray

“Christwantsusfrom theveryentrancetoHisschooltovowcomplete
obedience….Wholeheartedobedienceisnottheendbutthebeginningofour
schoollife.”(82)

“InMatthew28:19-20,Christdoesnotteachorargue,askorplead;Hesimply
commands.HehastrainedHisdisciplesinobedience…Howmiserablythechurch
hasfailedinobeyingthecommand!”(96-97)
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QuestionsforReflection

1.Howdeeplydoyoutrustyourchurchleadership?Enoughtowatchandfollowtheir

example?

2.Didthediscussionondemocracybotheryouatall?Ifso,why?

3.WhatdidyouthinkaboutthedifferencebetweenthewayaChristianandthedisciple

wouldlookatPsalm 23?

4.HowdoyouthinkthemessageofsubmissionandobediencetoothersintheChurch

wouldbereceivedbyyourfriends?BytheChurch’syouth?

5.Whenyouhaveprayedforrenewalandrevival,didyoureallygraspWHATyouwere

wantingtoberenewedandrevived?Whatpatternorrealitywereyouhopingtoreturnto?

One-wordcommandtoObey

“Obey”

Ifyouwanttoenterintolife,obeythecommandments(Matthew19:17)

Soyoumustobeythem anddoeverythingtheytellyou.Butdonotdowhattheydo,for

theydonotpracticewhattheypreach(Matthew23:3)

BlessedratherarethosewhohearthewordofGodandobeyit.(Luke11:28)
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Ifyouloveme,youwillobeywhatIcommand.(John14:15)

WemustobeyGodratherthanmen!(Acts5:29)

ButthanksbetoGodthat,thoughyouusedtobeslavestosin,youwholeheartedly

obeyedtheform ofteachingtowhichyouwereentrusted.(Romans6:17)

HewillpunishthosewhodonotknowGodanddonotobeythegospelofourLord

Jesus.(2Thessalonians1:8)

Thosewhoobeyhiscommandsliveinhim,andheinthem.(1John3:24)

“Submit”

Everyonemustsubmithimselftothegoverningauthorities,forthereisnoauthority

exceptthatwhichGodhasestablished.Theauthoritiesthatexisthavebeenestablished

byGod.(Romans13:1)

SubmittooneanotheroutofreverenceforChrist.(Ephesians5:21)

SubmityourselvesthentoGod.(James4:7)

HowmuchmoreshouldwesubmittotheFatherofourspiritsandlive!(Hebrews12:9)

Obeyyour(spiritual)leadersandsubmittotheirauthority.(Hebrews13:17)

Jesuswentuponamountainsideandcalledtohim thosehe
wanted,
andtheycametohim. Heappointedtwelve thattheymightbe
with
him andthathemightsendthem outtopreach andtohave
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authoritytodriveoutdemons. Thesearethetwelveheappointed:
Simon(towhom hegavethenamePeter), JamessonofZebedee
andhisbrotherJohn(tothem hegavethenameBoanerges,
whichmeans“sonsofthunder”), Andrew,Philip,Bartholomew,
Matthew,
Thomas,JamessonofAlphaeus,Thaddaeus,SimontheZealot 
andJudasIscariot,whobetrayedhim.(Mark3:13-19)

Youdidnotchooseme,butIchoseyouandappointedyou sothat
you mightgo and bearfruit—fruitthatwilllast—and so that
whateveryouaskinmynametheFatherwillgiveyou.(John
15:16)

Atthetimeoftheircalltheywereexceedinglyignorant,narrow-

minded,superstitious,fullofJewishprejudices,misconceptions,and

animosities.Theyhadmuchtounlearnofwhatwasbad,aswellasmuch

tolearnofwhatwasgood,andtheywereslowbothtolearnandtounlearn.

TheTwelve,attheperiodoftheirfirsttrialmission,werenotfitto

preachthegospel,ortodogoodworks,eitheramongSamaritansor

Gentiles.Theirheartsweretoonarrow,theirprejudicestoostrong;there

wastoomuchoftheJewandtoolittleoftheChristian,intheircharacter.

(Prof.ABBruce,TheTrainingoftheTwelve,pp14,

101)
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ChapterEight–TheApostles’Obedience-WithFlaws

Exposed

AgeneralsurveyoftheNewTestamentrevealsthefoundationaland

essentialpartthatthechosen,preparedandcommissionedapostlesof

Jesusplayedintheplanting,growingandmultiplyingoftheChurchofthe

1stCentury.Whatkindofmenwerethey?Theyweredeemed,“unschooled,

ordinarymen,”(Acts4:13)bytheSanhedrinbecausetheywere,well,not

educatedinthewaytheofficialleaderswereeducated.Andtheydidnot

comefrom thepedigreeofmostJewishleaders,either.Nevertheless,

thosemenwereuniquelychosenandtrainedbytheIncarnateSonofGod,

toproveseveralpoints.Paulmadesomeofthosereasonscleartothe

Corinthians,whenhewrotethat,

“Notmanyofyouwerewisebyhumanstandards;notmany

wereinfluential;notmanyofnoblebirth.ButGodchosethefoolishthings

of theworldtoshamethe wise;…theweakthingsoftheworldto

shame thestrong;…thelowlythingsofthisworld—andthethingsthat

are not—tonullifythethingsthatare,sothatnoonemayboastbefore

him….Therefore,asitiswritten,‘Lethim whoboastsboastinthe Lord”

(1Corinthians1:26-31).

NewTestamenteraservantsofGodwere,largely,unschooled,poor,

unimpressiveandeasilyoverlooked.Why?Thetextgivesthefollowing

strategicpurposes:(1)Tochallengeandembarrassthewell-educated.(2)

Toexposethemoral,spiritualandsocialweaknessesofthehighly-placed

inRomansociety.(3)Toeradicatethesystem ofhonoramonghumans,so

thattheywereleftwithoutanyreasontobrag.(4)Andallofthistoprove

ONEGREATPOINT—nooneeverachievesanythingexceptbythewilland

mercyofGod.Toprovethatwhatisimpossiblewithusisnotonlypossible,

butlikely,withGod!

So,asyoureadthischapter,forgetthehighandheroicthoughtsyou

hadforthesefirsttrueChristians.AndthinkhighlyofJesus,alone.We

mustrealizethatnoneofthem,attheirbest,wantedanyoneexaltedexcept
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Jesus.TheywouldwantYOUtoreceivefrom them ONLYwhattheyhad

receivedfrom Him.Wehonorthem allforalltheyBECAME.Butallthatthey

becamewasbyHisgrace.AndYOUALLcanbecomeamazingtrophiesof

grace,too—ifyouwilldaretolayasideyourhonor,yourstrengthandyour

glory—andgivethem alltoJesus!

TheywerenotSpiritualStandout

WhenapologistslisttheevidencesfortheBible’sdivineinspiration,

thereisonethatisneverleftout.Anargumentthatoftenmakescritics

scratchtheirheads.TheBible’shumanwritersrevealedtheirownmajor

flaws.Theheroesandheroinesdescribedthroughoutitssacredpagesare

clearlypresentedassinnersinneedofaSavior.Who,writingontheirown

impetus,wouldrevealtheirdeepest,secretiniquities?Whyparadeyourown

shamefortheageswhenyoucouldmakeyourpointotherwise?Noone

woulddosounlesstheyhadto.Unlesstheywerewritingunderthecontrol

ofanotherwhodemandedit.TheOther,theController,wastheHolySpirit

ofGod,whowantedittobeclear,thatfrom Adam totheApostleJohn,

“thereisnonerighteous,notevenone.”TheonlytrueherointheBibleisthe

LordJesusChrist!

FollowingtheamazingconversionofMatthewthetaxcollector,the

Phariseesaskedthedisciples,“Whydoesyourteachereatwithtax

collectorsandsinners?”(Matthew9:11).NoticethatMatthew,whenwriting

hisownGospelaccount,notedthathe,himself,wasasocialstigma.A

wretchsocorruptthattheleaders’questionleftthedisciplesspeechless.

Hisinclusiontotheirgroupwas,indeed,evenanembarrassmenttothem.

Matthewcontinuesthestorybeyondtheirsilence,“Onhearingthis,Jesus

said,Itisnotthehealthywhoneedadoctor,butthesick…ForIhavenot

cometocalltherighteous,butsinners”(Matthew9:12-13).

Come,YeSinners

TheapostleswerenotforceduponJesus.Hedidnotdesperately

choosetheTwelveoutofasmallsampling.VastmultitudesfollowedHim.

ThousandsuponthousandsarepicturedintheGospelsasbeingso

enamoredwithHim thattheywoulddangerouslyimperilthemselvesjustto
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hearHim andwatchHisamazingactions.Theydidnotwanttomissathing.

Ononelateafternoonoccasion,whensurroundedby4,000men,plus

womenandchildren,Jesussaid,“Ihavecompassionforthesepeople;they

havealreadybeenwithmethreedaysandhavenothingtoeat.IfIsend

them homehungry,theywillcollapseontheway,becausesomeofthem

havecomealongdistance”(Mark8:2-3).Thousandswouldrisktheirown

healthandsafetyjusttobenearHim.Indeed,Jesushadmanytochoose

from.

ButJesusdidnotchoosediscipleslikeotherrabbisdid.KarenKogler

helpsusunderstand,

“HowdidbecomingadiscipleofJesuscomparetobecominga
discipleofotherfirstcenturygroups?LikeGreeklearninggroupsthat
followedSocrates,andlikegroupsthatdevelopedonthismodel(scribes,
PhariseesandEssenes),thebasiswasapersonalrelationshipwiththe
masterandacommitmenttobewithhim andlearnfrom him.Itwas not
primarilyacommitmenttoknowledgeorbeliefs.Itincludedalifelong
commitmenttohiscause.

“Jesuscalledindividualstobehisdisciple.Althoughtheyhad
the freedom torejectthecall,thechoicetobecomeadisciplewasnot
entirely theirown,asitwasinothergroups.Jesusmadethatplain
whenhetold hisdisciples,“Youdidnotchooseme butIchoseyou.”
(John15:16).Aman whowantedtobeascribewouldselectamaster
underwhom hewanted tostudy;hewouldthenbeeitheracceptedor
rejectedbythemaster. BecomingaPharisee,SadduceeorEssene
wasamatterofacceptingthe teachingsandwayoflifeofthegroup.
Becomingapriestwaslimited to menofcertainfamilies,butthe
individualsinthosefamilieslikelyhadsome choiceastowhetherornot
toserveaspriests.Jesus’callwaspowerful.The powerandauthorityin
Jesushimself, andtheimpactof hiscall,isshown inthatall
fourGospelwriters,earlyintheirnarrativeofJesus’ministry, include
storiesofthatcallandofthewayitchangedthelivesofthosewho were
called.Theresponseisimmediateandtotal.

“Jesusextendedhiscalltoanunusualassortmentofpeople.
Unlike priests,therewasnorequirementofracialpurity.Unlikethe
Pharisees,hedidnotfellowshiponlywith rituallypurepeople.Unlike
theSadducees, hedidnotfavoracertainsocialclass.Itislikelythatthe
callofMatthew (Matthew9:9-13)isincludedintheGospelsnotsimplyto
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showhow MatthewbecameoneoftheTwelve,buttoshowthatJesus
calledatax collectorinthesamewayandwiththesameresponseas
hecalledPeter, Andrew,JamesandJohn,andtoshowthenegative
responseofthe PhariseesandscribestoJesus’ association,and
feasting,withsinners.Womenarespecificallymentionedasfollowinghim,
whiletheyare virtuallyunmentionedincontemporarysourcesdescribing
othergroups.Jesus’groupofdisciplesspentagreatdealoftimetogether,
and theiradjustmenttoeachothermusthavebeeninterestingand
challenging attimes.”57

Mark3:13describesJesus’methodofselectioninthisway,

“Jesus…calledtohim thosehewanted.”Theyarenotnotedasbeingthe

smartest,thestrongest,thewealthiestorthemosthandsome.Yetthey

werechosen.HehadHisreasons.But,asweshallsoonsee,whengiven

theopportunitytodescribethemselves,theapostlesdidnotthinkmuchof

themselves.Andneitherdidothers.Jesuschoseweak,selfishsinnersand

madethem intoHisdisciples.Theywerenotsupermen.Justmen.The

hymnistcapturesHiscallwellinthefamoushymn,

“Come,yesinners,poorandwretched,weakandwounded,sickand
sore;

Jesusreadystandstosaveyou,fullofpityjoinedwithpower:
Heisable,heisable,heisable,heiswilling;doubtnomore.
Come,yeweary,heavyladen,bruisedandbrokenbythefall;
Ifyoutarrytillyou’rebetter,youwillnevercomeatall:
Nottherighteous,nottherighteous,nottherighteous,
SinnersJesuscametocall.”58

Don’tMissthePoint

IfdiscipleshipwascentraltoJesus’life,itoughttobetoours,too.

NewTestamentscholarRichardLongeneckersawmanywritersmaking

toolittleofdiscipleship,missingthepointaboutitssimplepowerindriving

Christ’sfirstfollowers.Hesensedthatthesubjectofdiscipleship“needs

betterbiblicalrootagethanitusuallyreceivesinthepopularpressand

betterpersonalapplicationthanitusuallyreceivesinscholarlywritings.”So,

hemadeitthefirstchosensubjectoftheMcMasterNewTestament

StudiesSeries,whichheedited.Thisexcellentseries,begunin1996,was
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“designedtoaddressparticularthemesintheNewTestamentthatare(or

shouldbe)ofcrucialconcerntoChristianstoday.”59Thatourthemeof

discipleshipshouldbegrantedfirstplaceintheseriesshowsthatthese

scholarsareconvincedthatNewTestamentdiscipleshipis“asubjectthat

liesattheheartofallChristianthought,life,andministry.”60

Inthefirstvolumeoftheseries,“PatternsofDiscipleshipintheNew

Testament,”MarkHurtado,aNewTestamentProfessorinScotland,made

thepointthat“Mark’sstoryofJesusisvitallyconcernedwith

discipleship.”61And,unliketheotherGospels,whichhavesomedealings

withthebirthofJesus,“MarkbeginswithJesus’baptism becausebaptism

iswherethelifeofdiscipleshipbegins.”62

Prof.HurtadorevealstheamazingwaysthatMarkportrayedthe

twelveapostlesinhisaccountofJesusandHisdiscipleship.Anditisby

theseamazingfactsthatwewillexplorethenatureoftheapostles’

obedience,sincewearetofollowJesusastheydid.Itisfartoooftenour

humantendencytoundulyexaltourfavoritesandignoretheirflaws.

HereisthestaggeringtruthrevealedbyHurtado’sresearchand

writing:“Nearlyeveryscholarlyanalysisrecognizesthenegativewaysin

whichtheTwelvearetreatedinMark’sGospel.”63Markviewstheapostles

inamorecriticallightthandotheotherGospelwriters.Thethoughtinitially

surprisesus—Mark’sportrayaloftheTwelvehighlightstheirflawsand

weaknessesmorethantheirvirtuesandstrengths!Whywouldhedothat?

Orbetter,whywouldtheSpiritinspirehim towriteinsuchanegativeway?

ThepointnottobemissedistheveryonewithwhichJesustaught

Hisdisciplestoconcludetheirprayers:“thineistheglory,forever.Amen!”

Yes,itisremarkablethattheTwelvelefteverythingtofollowJesus.But

theydidnotleavetheirpride,ambitionandprejudice.Attheendtheyall

“desertedhim andfled,”(Mark14:50),andonlyJesusstaysstanding.To

Him beallpraise,honorandglory.Itrustthatyouwillbeencouragedwith

therealityofHisfaithfulnessandforgivenessaswelookbrieflyatthe

apostolicfailures,knowingthatwewillfollownobetterthantheydid.

FumblingbutFruitfulDisciples
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ThoughMarkbeginswithafavorableaccountoftheirfirstdayswith

Jesus,itisnotsoonafterthattheapostles’halosbegintofade.Mark

subtlyintroducesustotheinevitabledifficultiesofdiscipleshipin3:19,

whenlistingtheTwelveforthefirsttime,hewrote,“andJudasIscariot,who

betrayedhim.”Itishere,withthefirstmentionofthistrulyamazingand

honoredgroup,thattherealityoftheirimperfectionisrevealed.Wehavea

tendencytocreateunrealisticexpectationsbygivingonlyone-sided

representationsofourspiritualheroes.TheHolySpiritdidnotwantMarkto

dothatandprobablydoesnotwantustodosoeither.

TenTextsthatWarnallDisciples

Iam indebtedtoHurtadoforunveilinghowMarktoldtheamazing

storyofJesusbysimultaneouslyaccountingHisdisciples’difficulties.64It

oftentakesabiblicalexperttopointsuchthingsoutbecausetheycouldbe

easilyglossedoverbythoseofuswhoaremorecasualreaders.Iwilllist

themaintexts,highlighttheblundersandmakesomepracticalremarks

thatIhopewillbothwarnandencouragethereader.Itwouldserveyouwell

toopenyourBiblesandreadMark’stextsbeforereadingmyremarks.Mark

wantsustorealizejusthowbaddisciplescanbe,sothatwewillnevertake

oureyesoffoftheOnewearealwaysultimatelytobefollowing-Jesus!

1.Mark3:13-19(TheChoosingoftheTwelve)

Judaswascalled“athief”byJohn(John12:6),andonewhodidnot

reallycareforthepoor.Hewasacomplexmanwhostruggledwithgreed,

cowardiceandultimately,betrayal.Someonewithwhom moneymattereda

lot.ButMarkwillbefairandshowthat,eveninthecontextofJohn’s

statement(theanointingofJesus’headatBethanyatthebeginningofthe

lastweekofHislife),therewereotherapostleswhoagreedwithJudas’

assessmentthatJesushad“wasted”theperfumethatshouldhavebeen

sold(Mark14:4-5)andusedmorebeneficially.Judassawthemiracles,

helpeddistributetheloavestothe5000,wentoutonmissions,castout

demons,preachedthegospel.Andendedupinhell.Theviceswerenot

uniquetoJudas,evenastheyarenotcharacteristiconlyofapostatestoday.

Theirdeadlyseedsaresowninusall.FollowJesus.
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2.Mark4:10-13(TheParableoftheSower)

TheTwelveweregiven“thesecretofthekingdom ofGod,”(v.11)but,

Marknotes,theyhadahardtimeunderstandingit.Sometimes,wearen’tas

sharpasweshouldbe.Attimes,throughprideorfear,wedonotask

questionsthatweshould.Evenwewhoaredisciplesandnot“outsiders”

canbeextremelydull.Weallneedhelp.TheIlluminator,theSpiritmusthelp

us.ThereismuchthatcanbediscernedonlywithHishelp(1Corinthians

2:14).WeshouldallseektobefilledwiththeHolySpirit.

3.Mark4:35-41(JesusAwakesandCalmstheStorm)

Notonlydowedisciplesstrugglewithourunderstanding,beingfilled

attimeswithconfusion.Wefightwithfearanddoubt.Evenduringa

miracle!Jesusaskedthem,“Whyareyousoafraid?”(v.40.)Notabad

questiontoaskyourselfandothersattimes.Jesusreallyhelpsusbythe

follow-upquestion,“Doyoustillhavenofaith?”(v.40.)Inthatsecond

question,wehaveaclueastohowfearscandominatedisciples.

Faithlessnessprecedesfear.Orputanotherway,doubtsfeedfears.What

weareinsideissignificant.Emotionsarenotneutral.TheymattertoJesus.

Itispossibletoseemiracles,astheapostleshadseen,andnothaveone’s

faithgrowsignificantly.Praiseistheresponseoffaith.Prayeristhe

responseoffaith.PeoplewithoutprayerandpraisearewastingGod’sdaily

providencesofgraceintheirlives.Theyarelikethecrowdswhobeheld

Jesus’miraclesandheardHisteachings,butdidnotbelieve.Don’tbea

disciplewhocoaststhroughevenaday.Believe.PraiseHim.Pray.

4.Mark6:45-52(JesusWalksontheWater)

Inthesecondseamiracle,theapostlesdoevenworsethaninthe

first!Theyareterrified.Theyarescreaminginfear.Butthatisnotthebig

issue.WhenHeclimbedintotheboat,“theywerecompletelyamazed,for

theyhadnotunderstoodabouttheloaves;theirheartswerehardened”(vv.

51-52).MarkdoesnotbrightenthestoryasMatthewdoes,bytellingof

Peter’swalkingonthewater.Somehow,theapostlesmissedthemessage
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ofthemiracleofthe5000beingfed.Theywerethereandbusyandmissed

it.Don’tmissorunderestimatewhatGodisdoingaroundyou!Butthe

problem isdeeperthanthatinthesedisciples.Markexposesthesinof

theirhearts.Theyweregrowinghard.Infact,itisthepassivevoice,their

heartswerehardened,adisciplineimposedbyGod.Hehadearlierwarned

them,“Considercarefullywhatyouhear.Withthemeasureyouuseitwill

bemeasuredtoyou—andevenmore.Whoeverhaswillbegivenmore;

whoeverdoesnothave,evenwhathehaswillbetakenfrom him”(Mark

4:24-25).Disciplesareaccountableforwhattheyseeandhear.Nothingis

tobewasted.Itisalltobegatheredupandusedfortheadvancementof

theKingdom.Jesus’popularityisgrowingandthedisciples’heartsare

hardening.Bewareofsuccess.UseforGodandotherswhatyouhaveand

morewillbegiventoyou.Keepyourheartssoft.Befilledwithcompassion

andgenerosity.

5.Mark8:14-21(TheLeavenorYeastofthePharisees)

Nowtheirproblem ofprioritiesisconfronted.Thedisciples’hearts,

likeours,keepgrowingharderwhenthereisnotruerepentance.Wedonot

readoforseerepentanceintheMark’stexts,sotheygetmoreconfused

aboutwhatJesusissaying.WhatHeisemphasizing.ThePhariseesand

Herodfocusedontheoutwardoverinwardorthephysicaloverthespiritual.

Theydidsobecausetheycouldnotseewhatmatteredmost.Jesuswas

nowaskingHisdisciplesiftheyunderstoodhowirrelevantthephysical

realm was.Physicalbread?TheCreatorisupsetbecausetheyforgotbread?

Please!Whatmattersmosttoyou,theoutwardortheinward?Thecar,the

dress,thepromotion,thehouse,themoney,thelooks?Paulunderstood

andsaid,“Forthekingdom ofGodisnotamatterofeatinganddrinking.

Butrighteousness,peaceandjoyintheHolySpirit”(Romans14:17).Open

youreyesandsee.Openyourearsandhear.ListentoJesusandrespond!

6.Mark8:31-33(JesusPredictsHisDeathandRebukesPeter)

Justwhenyouthinkyouhaveitall,whoosh–awayitgoes.Peter

confessesthatJesusistheMessiah.ThisiswhereMatthewrevealsJesus’
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praiseofPeter,therock.Markknowshowhardthediscipleshiproadisto

walkandwantstowarnallhisreadersthateventhegreatestcanfall.Even

therevelatorcanbecomethemouthpieceofSatan!Andimmediatelyso.

ThenegativeresponseissignificantbyJesusinHiscallingPeter,Satan!In

sayingthatPeter’smindwasconsumedby“thethingsofmen”(v33).

Disciplesbeware!OrasPaulwouldlaterwarn,“So,ifyouthinkyouare

standingfirm,becarefulthatyoudon’tfall!”(1Corinthians10:12).Clothe

yourselveswithhumility.Everythingyouhaveisagiftfrom God’sgrace.

Learnfrom Petertothink,notoPRAY,beforeyouspeak.Andtofollow

Jesusinbearingyourcross.MuchgoodcamethroughHissufferingand

willcomethroughyoursasyoufollowHim!

7.Mark9:2-8(TheTransfigurationofJesus)

Thisisanamazingstory.Jesusistransformedbeforetheireyes.God

theFatherspeaksfrom heaven.Inthegreatestlight,Markshowsthe

apostleswalkingindarkness.WhenPeterspeaks,hemisspeaksbecause

“theyweresofrightened”(v.6).Again,theywereconfused,not

understanding“whatrisingfrom thedeadmeant.”(v.10).Themore

glorioustheexperience,themoreconfusedtheyget.Experiencesassure

usofnothing,ifwedonotbelievewhatweseeanddowhatwehear.If

Jesusiseclipsedbyanyoneoranything,evenbyMosesandElijah.Make

room forJesus.ListentoJesus.“Nowthatyouknowthesethings,youwill

beblessedifyoudothem”(John13:17).Disciplesobey.

8.Mark9:14-29(TheHealingoftheDemonizedBoy)

Nowthereversalisalmostcomplete.Theweaknessofthedisciples

ismanifestedatanewlevel.Whentheyhadknownandseenlittle,theyhad

beensupernaturallyusedbyGod.“Theydroveoutmanydemons,and

anointedmanysickpeoplewithoilandhealedthem”(Mark6:13).Nowa

mantellsJesus,“Iaskedyourdisciplestodriveoutthespirit,butthey

couldnot”(v.18).Jesusisangered.HecallsHisdisciples“Ounbelieving

generation”andgroans,“HowlongshallIstaywithyou?HowlongshallI

putupwithyou?”(v.19).Hehealstheboyandthediscipleswonderwhy

theycouldnot.Jesustaughtthem,“Thiskindcancomeoutonlybyprayer”



106

(v.29).DisciplescanangerandexasperateLoveIncarnate!But,“Loveis

patient.Loveiskind.”(1Cor13:4.)Hegraciouslyanswerswhentheycome,

confusedtoHim.Praywithoutceasing.DonotpresumeonGodbasedon

pastsuccess.Prayeristhepositionofweakness,ofhumility.“Humble

yourselvesbeforetheLordandhewillliftyouup”(James4:10).

9.Mark14:10-72(TheUpperRoom,Gethsemane&ArrestofJesus)

Asflagrantassomeofthedisciples’digressionshavebeen,wenow

reachthezenithinthepassionnarrativesofMark14-15.Jesuspredicts

theirfallandrestoration.ButPeter“andalltherest”declare,“evenifIhave

todiewithyou,Iwillneverdisownyou.”(14:31).Youknowthestory.You

knowwhowasrightandwhowasweak.Allofthem runawayinfear.Mark,

himself,fleesnakedoutofthegarden(14:51-52).Maybethatiswhyheis

sorelentlessinhisGospelaboutwarningdisciplesoftheirweaknessand

ofChrist’sstrength.HewouldlaterbeagoodcolleagueofPeter,who,even

thoughthegreatestdisciple,utterlydisownedJesus.Threetimes,even

withacursingoath(14:71).Deeperthanthisnodisciplecango.Despair.

Depression.Anger.Resentment.Fear.Hopelessness.Younameit.You

haveNEVERbeenthere.Thatlow.Markknows.Hewantsyoutofeelit.

Becausesomethingunbelievableisabouttohappen.Butnotquiteyet.

10.Mark16:7-14

ThenegativefocusofMarkisalmostover.But,hesowantshis

readerstotrustonlyChrist,tonevertrustintheirflesh,toneverwalkaway

from faith—thathepaintsthepictureevenbleaker.Christhasrisen!Butthe

apostlesarenowheretobefound.Thefemaledisciplesareallwesee.

Theyareouteveniftheyaren’tquitesurewhy.AndGodblessesthem.

Theirfaith,theirlove,theirduty.“GotellhisdisciplesandPeter,Heisgoing

aheadofyouintoGalilee.Thereyouwillseehim,justashetoldyou”(16:7).

Peterisnolongerlistedasamongthedisciples.Hewillhavetoberestored.

Hispublicrenunciationwilldemandapublicconfession(John21).But

watchthewomen.Disciplesobey!Howdotheyrespondtotheangel?

“Tremblingandbewildered,thewomenwentoutandfledfrom thetomb.

Theysaidnothingtoanyone,becausetheywereafraid.”(Mark16:8).Earlier
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Jesushadsentout72andtoldthem,“Go!Iam sendingyououtlikelambs

amongwolves…Donotgreetanyoneontheroad”(Luke10:3-4).Thatis

whatthesewomendid.God’smessengertoldthem whotogotoandwhat

tosay.Thatispreciselywhattheydid!Why?Disciplesobey!

Whentheyarrivedwiththeirwitness,“theydidnotbelieveit.”(16:11).

AfterJesusappearedtothetwowalkingontheRoadtoEmmaus,they

returnedandreportedtotheTwelve,“buttheydidnotbelievethem either.”

(16:13).HasMark’srealbutnegativereportingontheapostlesthroughout

hisGospelconvincedyouofthedifficultyandpromiseofdiscipleship?

TheseabjectfailuresweretransformedbythepoweroftheHolySpiritinto

selfless,lovingworldchangers.Butbeforetheywerechanged,Jesushad

somethingelsetotellthem.

“LaterJesusappearedtotheElevenastheywereeating;he

rebukedthem fortheirlackoffaithandtheirstubbornrefusalto

believethosewhohadseenhim afterhehadrisen.Hesaidtothem,Go

intoalltheworldandpreachthegoodnews toallcreation. Whoever

believesandisbaptizedwillbesaved,butwhoeverdoesnot believewill

becondemned”(Mark16:14-16).

Hurtadoconcludes,

“Mark’sstoryaboutJesusisvitallyconcernedwithdiscipleship.
Thereisamplesayings…inwhichJesusinstructsandinspiresthe

Twelveandsubsequentdisciples.Jesus’disciples,especiallythe
Twelve,arememorablypresentedinacomplexroleas…demonstratingthe

difficultiesandfailurestowhichdisciplesaresubject.
“Markalsoboldlyanddramaticallycounterposesthe

shortcomings andfailuresoftheTwelvetoJesus’exemplarybehaviorin
orderto portraythedemandsofdiscipleship,withJesushimselfasthe
objectandexampleofdiscipleship.Jesus’authoritativepromiseof
restorationof the Twelvetofellowshipaftertheirshamefulcollapse
makesJesus’callingthe solebasisoftheChristianlifeandofferslife
changinghopetosubsequent discipleswhomayfailtheirMaster.”65

Discipleshipisnotreallyaboutus.Ourunderstandingorobedience.It
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isaboutJesusandHisgrace.Hisunfailinglove.HispromisesandHis

faithfulness.Whendisciplesfall,Jesuspicksthem up,brushesthem off

andsetsthem backonthepath.Don’tpretendyouarenotweakanddonot

fall.WithouttheministryoftheHolySpirit,wewouldsimplybeasall

unbelieversare.HearJohnwholaterwrote,

“Weproclaim toyouwhatwehaveseenandheard,sothatyou

alsomayhavefellowshipwithus.Andourfellowshipiswiththe

FatherandwithhisSon,JesusChrist….Thisisthemessageweheard

from him anddeclaretoyou:Godislight;inhim isnodarknessatall.Ifwe

claim tohavefellowshipwithhim yetwalkindarkness,welieand do

notlivebythetruth.Butifwewalkinthelight,asheisinthelight, we

havefellowshipwithoneanother,andthebloodofJesus,hisSon,

cleansesusfrom allsin….Ifweconfessoursins,heisfaithfulandjust

andwillforgiveusoursinsandpurifyusfrom all

unrighteousness”(1 John1:3-9).

ThereisawalkwithGodandwithoneanother.Itisalifeof

discipleship.Astep-by-stepwalkinginthelight.Jesussaid,“Iam thelight

oftheworld.Hethatfollowsmewillneverwalkindarkness,butwillhave

thelightoflife.”(John8:12).Byfaith,whichtheHolySpiritalonecangive,if

youdeterminetoneverletanyoneoranythingbetweenyouandJesus,then

youwillneverwalkindarkness.Startwithasteprightnow.Acommand

youhavelonglaidaside.Aneighboryouhaveavoided.Arelativeyouhave

notreachedoutto.Anoffenseyouhavenotforgiven.Youwillneverenjoy

extensivedeliverancefrom darknessuntilyouenjoytheradianceofasingle

obedience.TakeatripwithJesusdownthepathyouhaverefusedtogo.

AndyouwilldiscoverthatHeisthatreal.Heisthatpresent.Hedeliverslife

tothosediscipleswhosubmittoHim.Obeyandlive!
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A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisDan.IbeganfollowingJesusalmost5yearsago,after

runningfrom GodwhilebeinganactorinNewYorkCity.InfollowingJesus,

thehardestcommandformetofollowhasbeenasacrificeofmyfreetime.

 Iusedtowatchmoviesandsportsalldaylong. Thiscouldeasilytakeup7

-10hoursinadaybetweenthetwo.  

WhenIstartedtogodowntheroadofbecomingadiscipleIquickly

discoveredthatJesuswasaskingmetospendmytimeinprayerand

meetingpeoplewhowereopentospiritualthings.Thiswashardatfirst

becauseitchallengedmy"relaxationtime". Jesuswasaskingmetogoout

intothecommunity."Goandmakedisciples"hesaid. Itookthistoheart

andstartedgoing.   

AndtheresultsofobeyingJesusinlovehavebeenastraightup

blessinginmylife.Iam meetingallkindsofpeoplenowinthecommunity.

 Iam disciplingpeople!That'scrazy!Istillhavefreetimeandstillwatch

somemoviesandsports. Justnot7-10hoursaday. It'sallinbalance

AFTERmakingdisciples. Thisismylifenow. 

Mynewlymarriedwifehasbeenahugesupportformeandexample,

assheis“going”too!Iam trulyhumbledthatIgetto"go"asacouple.We

gettodothisjourneytogether. Hisfavorandloveisamazing!Ican

honestlysaythatthefruitfulnessthatwehaveseenisjustthebeginningof

whatGodhasinstoreforus.  

Thesimplicityof“going”haschangedmylife. Theresulthasbeen

theemergingofdisciplesinmylife.Iam sothankfulHetoldmetogetup

offthecouchandgo.

Quotefrom AndrewMurray

“JustaswehavetrustedHim asourSaviortoatoneforourdisobedience,
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letustrustHim asourteachertoleadusoutofitandintoalifeofpractical
obedience.ItisthepresenceofChristwithusthroughouteachdaythatwillkeep
usonthepathoftruecommitmenttoourtask.

“ThepathonwhichtheSonhimselflearnedobediencewaslong,andwe
mustnotwonderwhyitdoesnotalwayscomeeasilyforus.”(43)

QuestionsforReflection

1.WhydidtheBible’swriters,wheninspiredbytheHolySpirit,giveaccountsoftheir

ownandotherbelievers’worstsins?

2.Whatweresomedifferencesbetweenhowotherrabbiscalleddisciplesandhow

Jesusdid?

3.WhatweresomeofthesinsandshortcomingsoftheapostlesandwhydidMark

includethem inhisGospelofJesus?

4.DidthischapterencourageordiscourageyoutobeadiscipleofJesus?

One-wordCommandtoObey

“Forgive”

Ifyouforgivemenwhentheysinagainstyou,yourheavenlyFatherwillalsoforgiveyou.

Butifyoudonotforgivementheirsins,yourFatherwillnotforgiveyoursins.(Matthew

6:14-15)

Lord,howmanytimesshallIforgivemybrotherwhenhesinsagainstme?Uptoseven

times?Jesusanswered,Itellyou,notseventimes,butseventy-seventimes…Thisis

howmyheavenlyFatherwilltreateachofyouunlessyouforgiveyourbrotherfrom your

heart.(Matthew18:21,22,35)

Andwhenyoustandpraying,ifyouholdanythingagainstanyone,forgivehim,sothat
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yourfatherinheavenmayforgiveyouyoursins.(Mark11:25)

Hesaidtothem Whenyoupray,say…Forgiveusoursins,forwealsoforgivethosewho

sinagainstus.(Luke11:2,4)

Ifyourbrothersins,rebukehim,andifherepentsforgivehim.(Luke17:3)

Ifyouforgiveanyonehissins,theyareforgiven.(John20:23)

Bearwitheachotherandforgivewhatevergrievancesyoumayhaveagainstone

another.ForgiveastheLordforgaveyou.(Colossians3:13)

-Iftheypersecutedme,theywillpersecuteyou.(John15:20)

-Go!Iam sendingyououtlikelambsamongwolves.(Luke10:3)

-DonotsupposethatIhavecometobringpeacetotheearth.Idid
notcometobringpeace,butasword.ForIhavecometoturna
managainsthisfather,adaughteragainsthermother…aman’s
enemieswillbethemembersofhisownhousehold.Anyonewho
lovesfatherormothermorethanmeisnotworthyofme;and
anyonewhodoesnottakehiscrossandfollowmeisnotworthy
ofme…Whoeverloseshislifeformysakewillfindit.(Matthew
10:34-39)

-Ihave…been in prison more frequently, been flogged more
severely,andbeenexposedtodeathagainandagain. FivetimesI
receivedfrom theJewsthefortylashes minusone. ThreetimesI
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wasbeatenwithrods, onceIwaspeltedwithstones, threetimesI
wasshipwrecked, Ispentanightandadayintheopensea, Ihave
beenconstantlyonthemove.Ihavebeenindangerfrom rivers,in
dangerfrom bandits,indangerfrom myfellow Jews, indanger
from Gentiles;indangerinthecity, indangerinthecountry,in
dangeratsea;andindangerfrom falsebelievers. Ihavelabored
and toiled and haveoften gonewithoutsleep;Ihaveknown
hungerandthirstandhaveoftengonewithoutfood; Ihavebeen
coldandnaked. Besideseverythingelse,Ifacedailythepressure
ofmyconcernforallthechurches.(2Corinthians11:23-28)

AD31-33–persecutionbegins.Theapostlesareflogged.Thatis,theyare

giventhefortylashesminusone.Thewhiptheyarebeatenwithiscalleda

scourge.Itismadeof39leathercordstiedinto3bandsof13cords.The

cordsareweightedwithpiecesofboneandmetalattachedtoastout

woodenhandle.Theapostlesarewhippedonthebackandchest.(Frank

Viola,TheUntoldStoryoftheNewTestamentChurch,p50)

ChapterNine–TheApostles’Obedience–Whateverthe

Cost

Thisisthelastchapterofashort,focusedbook.Mygoalandprayer

havebeenthatyouwouldbecomeanobedientdiscipleofJesusChristwho

commitstomakingdisciples.ThetypeoffollowerJesusdescribedinHis

GreatCommission:“Teachthem toobeyeverythingIhavecommanded

you.”Youhave,likely,NOTbeendiscipledinthiswaybyanyone.Ifyouhave,

youaretrulyblessed!66Pleaserecognizethat,evenintheUSA,manyofyou

willrepresenta1stgenerationofbiblicaldiscipleshipwhenyoustart!So,

youmustbeginonthequalityofyourownwalkwithJesusbeforeyoucan

helpanyoneelsewiththeirs.Childlikeobediencefiredbyloveisagreatway
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start.

Mostofyouhavebeentaught,preachedto,counseledandprayedfor.

YouhaveattendedChristianworshipservices,Sundayschools,prayer

meetings,smallgroups,conferences,retreatsandseminars.Youhaveread

books,listenedtotapes,takennotes,watchedChristianmoviesandtried

tomakesenseofitall—applyingsomeofthem intoyourlives.Letmeask

you—haveyoumadeANYdisciplesasaresult?Haveyoujumpedoffthe

log?

Yousee,obediencetoJesus,uptoNOW,hasprobablyremainedan

optionforyou.Plausible,butnotnecessary.WhatmorepossiblycanIsay

tomoveyouforwardintoobedience?Iwanttosimplytellyouthestoryof

whathappenedtothebumbling,cowardly,run-for-the-hillsapostlesof

JesuswhentheHolySpiritfilledthem.MyprayeristhatHewillsofillyou.

MyhopeisthatyouwillrealizethatHewantstofillyouandflowthrough

you.Allofyou,justasPaulcommandedalloftheEphesians,“Befilledwith

theHolySpirit”(Ephesians5:18).Theonlywaythatyouwillbeableto

followtheapostlesastheyfollowedJesusistobefilledwiththesame

HolySpirit,whomadetheirtransformationandfollowingpossible.

Inthelastchapter,weleftthem re-gatheringinJerusalem to“stayin

thecityuntilyouhavebeenclothedwithpowerfrom onhigh”(Luke24:49).

Ittooktendays.ButwhenHecame,“allofthem werefilledwiththeHoly

Spiritandbegantospeakinothertongues(languages)astheSpirit

enabledthem”(Acts2:4).Theimportantpointtorememberwasnotthat

theyspokenewlanguages,butthatthousandsofforeignersdeclaredwith

amazement,“theyspokethewondersofGodinourowntongues!”(Acts

2:11).Getthisonesimpletruth.IfyoustudythetentimesinActsthat

believerswere“filledwiththeHolySpirit,”67youwilldiscoveroneandonly

onethingcommontoall.Whoevertheywere,whereveritmighthave

happened,oncetheywerefilledwiththeSpirit,theyspokeaboutGod.They

werefilledandtheyspoke.Afewtimesinunlearnedlanguages.Normally,

intheirownmother-tongue.Acts4:31canbesaidtoberepresentativeof

allinstancesoftheSpirit’sfillinginActs,“Andtheywereallfilledwiththe

HolySpiritandspokethewordofGodboldly.”Boldlymeantina
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courageousway.ThesamewaythattheyhadseenandheardJesusspeak.

BythepromptingoftheSpirit,whoalwaysfilledHim.

Itwasinaverydangerousplaceandataverydangeroustime,after

“theJewsthere(inJerusalem)werewaitingtotakehislife”(John7:1),and

after“thechiefpriestsandthePhariseessenttempleguardstoarrest

him…”(7:34),thatthefollowingoccurred.

“OnthelastandgreatestdayoftheFeast,Jesusstoodupand

said inaloudvoice,‘Ifanyoneisthirstylethim cometomeand drink.

Whoeverbelievesinme,astheScripturehassaid,‘Streamsofliving

waterwillflowfrom withinhim.’BythishemeanttheSpirit,whom those

whobelievedinhim werelatertoreceive.Uptothistimethe Spirithad

notbeengiven,sinceJesushadnotyetbeenglorified” (John 7:37-

39).

NooneiscompletelysafeinthisworldwhentheylettheSpiritflowthrough

them.Thosewillingtobesousedwillbeoftenmisunderstood,misjudged,

marginalizedandopposed.Maybeeventhrownoutofthefellowship.

FollowingJesusandspeakingasHedidisriskybusiness.Achoicemust

bemade.Attheendofthischapter,youwillhavetomakeachoice.You

cannotchoosethewayofJesusforlongunlessyouarefilledwithGod.But,

remember,thatisnotall!

“IfI…havenotLove,Iam Nothing”(1Corinthians13:2)

Pleasedonotmissthecardinaltruththatwehavebeenreminding

youofthroughoutthisbook:lovemattersmosttoGod!So,whateverisnot

fueledbyloveisnotfueledbytheHolySpirit.Considerthetestimonyofthe

NewTestament.LoveistheSpirit’sfirstfruit(Galatians5:22).Itisthat

whichHepoursintothelivesofallwhoarebornagain(Romans5:5).Paul

urgedtheRomanbelievers“byourLordJesusChristandbytheloveofthe

Spirit”(Romans15:30).EpaphrasencouragedPaulbyreportingthatthe

Colossianbelieverswerenotedfortheir“loveintheSpirit”(Colossians1:8).

Asheconcludeshisshortlettertoallbelievers,Judemakesonecommand:

“KeepyourselvesinGod’slove.”Andoneofthethreewaysthathegave

thatwouldaccomplishthatgoalisto“prayintheHolySpirit”(Jude20-21).
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Theapostlesandtheirdiscipleswerechangedpeoplebecausethey

wereconsumedwiththeloveofChrist!TheonlywayIwillaccomplishmy

goalofreallyhelpingyouobeyJesusisbyyourbeingfilledwiththeloveof

theHolySpiritofGod.Seekitanditwillbeyours.Letgoofallotherloves

andmakeHim your“firstlove.”“Ifyou,then,knowhowtogivegoodgiftsto

yourchildren,howmuchmorewillyourFathergivetheHolySpirittothose

whoaskhim!”(Luke11:13).IwantyoutobesomethinggreatforJesusand

HisKingdom.Withoutlove,nomatterhowstrenuouslyyouworkatit,you

will“gainnothing”(1Corinthians13:3b).68

Apostolic“firstlove”

So,readcarefullynowthestoryofhowdeeplytheapostlesloved

JesusafterHeascended.When,aswehaveseen,theylivedbyfaithinHis

presence.ForitisonlyasyouarefilledwiththesameSpiritastheywere

filledwiththatyoucanhavethesameloveforJesusthattheyhad.And

thenfollowthesameJesuswhom theyfollowed.For“JesusChrististhe

sameyesterday,todayandforever”(Hebrews13:8).Whatyouwillnotice

nowisthatthelawofself-preservation,whichisoneofthestrongest

instinctswithinusall—mustbeconqueredbylove.And“loveneverseeks

itsown”(1Corinthians.13:5-NKJV).InfollowingJesus,wemusthaveHis

loveinus.Thelovethatjumpsonthegrenadeforthebattalionaroundyou.

OfwhichJesussaid,“Greaterlovehasnoonethanthis,thathelaydown

hislifeforhisfriends”(John13:13).

Youwillquicklyseethreethings.First,trueloveisabeautifulthing.

Nocostisconsideredwhenloveisbroughtintotheequation.Allthat

mattersisthatthebelovedknowsthatheorsheisloved.But,secondly,

trueloveisacostlything,too.Foritdemandsnotonlyyourwealth,butyour

veryself.Andso,asJesussaid,“Ifanyonewouldcomeafterme,hemust

denyhimselfandtakeuphiscrossdailyandfollowme”(Luke9:23).You

mustsay,“NO!”toyourselfandtakeupyourcrossdaily.Itisinthe

embracingofsuffering,forJesusandthegospel,thatyourlove,likethe

apostles,willbeproventobetrue.Andthatsufferingmaytakevery

differentshapes.Itwillbeyour“cuptodrink,”andnooneelse’s.Thatwas

thelessonPeterlearnedwhenJesustoldhim Peterwoulddieanawful
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death.AndPeter,lookingatJohn,said,“whatabouthim?”TowhichJesus

replied,“IfIwanthim toremainaliveuntilIreturn,whatisthattoyou?You

mustfollowme”(John21:21-22).Johnhadhiscrosstobear,too.Butit

wasdifferentfrom Peter’s.YouproveyourloveforJesuswhenyourcross

doesnotmeanmoretoyouthanHemeanstoyou.WhenyourloveforHim

conquersyourfearsofthecostoffollowingHim.OrasSpurgeononcesaid,

“Itisablessedmarkofgrowthoutofspiritualinfancywhenwecanforego

thejoyswhichonceappearedtobeessential,andcanfindoursolacein

Him whodeniesthem tous.”69

WhenalltheApostlesProvedtheirLove

WefocusalotonthefirstfewchaptersofActswhereweseethe

ascensionofJesus,thewaitingin“theupperroom,”Pentecostandthe

Church’sfirstgreatingatheringof3,000men(notyetcountingwomenand

children—thatwouldcome!),thehealingofthelamemanandtheadditional

massconversionof2,000moremen.ThiscrescendosintoPeterand

John’sshowdownwiththeSanhedrin.ItisrecordedinActs4.Theywere

nowatthemercyofthosewhohadarrested,abusedandcrucifiedJesus.

Howdidtheapostlesfeel?Whatweretheythinkingaboutastheirwives

andchildrenflashedthroughtheirminds?Nottomentionthe20,000

discipleswho,bythistime,constitutedtheyoungJerusalem church?We

cannotknowwhattheyfelt.Wecanonlyknowwhattheydid,foroften

obediencecomesattheexpenseoffeelings!

“ThenPeter,filledwiththeHolySpirit,saidtothem….”(4:8).The

Sanhedrindidnotlikewhathesaid.Aftertheyhadtoldthem toleavethe

room,thediscussionwentlikethis,

“Whatarewegoingtodowiththesemen?Everybodylivingin

Jerusalem knowstheyhavedoneanoutstandingmiracle,andwe

cannotdenyit.Buttostopthisthingfrom spreadinganyfurther

amongthepeople,wemustwarnthesementospeaknolongerinthis

name.”(Acts4:16-17).

Sothey“commandedthem nottospeakorteachatallinthenameof

Jesus.But“PeterandJohnreplied,‘Judgeforyourselveswhetherit
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is rightinGod’ssighttoobeyyouratherthanGod.Forwecannothelp

speakingaboutwhatwehaveseenandheard”(4:18-20).

TheSanhedrin,takenabackbysucharesponse,“couldnotdecide

howtopunishthem,”andsoreleasedthem.TheloveofGodcannotbe

silencedbythreats.Evenbythosewhohaveproventhattheywillgotoany

extremetoviolentlysilencetheiropponents.

Hurray,weshout!Likekeepingthescore,wethink,Church1-

Sanhedrin0.Wegetsocaughtupwiththemiraclesandtheboldnessthat

weforgetthepricealltheapostleswerecalledontopay.Thisisfoundina

singleversethatweoftenoverlook.Infact,Ididnotevenrememberthis

evertakingplace!IwassocaughtupinthevariousstoriesLukementions

thatthisonesentencedidnotregister.

Didyouknowthattherewasatimewhenalltheapostleswere

imprisonedatthesametime?Lukewrote,“Theyarrestedtheapostlesand

putthem inthepublicjail.”(Acts5:18).NotjustPeterandJohn—allofthe

apostles.Theretheyare.Injail,withtheirhatersplottingtheirdemiseina

nearbyroom.But,allpowerhasbeengiventoJesusinheavenandinearth!

Andtothosewhogoandmakedisciples,Hepromised“I,myselfam with

youtotheendoftheage.”AswereadthestoryinActs5:17-42,weseeit

reveals:

-ThatverynightanangeloftheLordopenedthedoorsofthejail

-Theangelbroughtthem outandsaid,“Goandstandinthetemple

courts andtellthe peoplethefullmessageofthisnewlife”(v.

20).

-So,atdaybreak,theydid!Returningtowheretheyhadbeentoldnot

togoandsayingwhattheyhadbeentoldnottosay.

-ThehighpriestandSanhedrin,aftercomfortablysleepingintheir

ownbeds,regatheredinfullassemblyattheTempletotrytheapostles.

Theysentfor them andfoundnooneinsidethelockedjaildoorseven

thoughtheguards wereattheentrance!
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-Whileinconfusion,someonebreaksintotheroom andproclaims,

“Look! Themenyouputinjailarestandinginthetemplecourts

teachingthe people!”

-Theapostlesarere-arrestedandbroughtbeforethegathered

leaders,who didnotaskthem howtheyescaped,butonly,“Wegave

youstrictordersnottoteachinthisname,yetyouhavefilledJerusalem

withyour teachingandaredeterminedtomakeusguiltyofthisman’s

blood”(v. 28).

-Peterandtheotherapostlesboldlyreply,“WemustobeyGodrather

than men!TheGodofourfathersraisedJesusfrom thedead—whom you

killedbyhanginghim onatree…Wearewitnessesofthesethings, and

soistheHolySpirit,whom Godhasgiventothosewhoobeyhim.” (5:29-

32)

Didyougetthat?WEMUSTOBEYGOD!Towhom istheHolySpirit

given?“Tothosewhoobeyhim.”YouquicklyrevealhowmanyMUSTSare

inyourlifewhenyoufacesuchmen.Peoplewillwanttosilenceyou.When

theygetyoutodenyJesus,theythinktheyhavewon.Thatyouarejustlike

them.ThatyoucanbeboughtorpersuadedtoforsakeallthisChristian

foolishness.

-Onhearingthis,“theywerefuriousandwantedtoputthem todeath”
(v.33).

-Gamaliel,themostrenownedrabbiofhisday,barelyrestrainedthem
from executingthewholebandofapostles.Butthesemenmustbeshown
who isincharge.Theymustbepunished.

-So,“theycalledtheapostlesinandhadthem flogged.Thenthey
orderedthem nottospeakinthenameofJesus,andletthem go”(v.40).

-“TheapostleslefttheSanhedrin,rejoicingbecausetheyhadbeen
countedworthyofsufferingdisgracefortheName”(5:42).

TheseapostleshadbeendiscipledbyJesus.TheywereHisfollowers.

Hesaidtheywouldsuffer.Theywoulddailybearacross.And,astheyhad

beenformed,sotheyweretomakeotherdisciples.FollowersofJesuswho

couldsufferforHim.Andthenrejoice.Howdoyoudowhenyousufferfor

Jesus?Howstronglydoyourejoice?Haveyoueverreallysufferedfor
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Jesus?

Ineedtoexplaintoyouwhatthesewordsmeantfortheapostles,

“they…hadthem flogged.”Whilethisisgraphicallydepicted,please

remember,onlythefillingoftheSpiritcanmakemenendurethiswillingly,

obedientlyandjoyfully.Thisentireepisodeisimpossibletofathom apart

from onetruth—theywereallfilledwiththeloveofJesus,whohadtaught

them,“whoeverhasmycommandsandobeysthem,heistheonewho

lovesme.”(John14:21).LoveobeysJesus.

SufferingDisgracefortheName

NoonecanlookatPaul’slistofsufferings,withwhichIintroduced

thischapter,andthinkthathewasanythingotherthananidiotorasaint.

Thathewaseitherdeceivedorenlightened.Thoughmanyofusare

protectedbylawsensuringfreedom ofreligion,theywerenot.Whywere

theapostlesflogged?Whydidn’ttheycutadealwiththeSanhedrin?Why

didn’ttheyjustdevotethemselvestoabenign,lifestyleevangelism that

offendednoone?BecauseJesushadcommandedthem togo,topreach,

tomakedisciples.Hepromisedthem,“Youwillreceivepowerwhenthe

HolySpiritcomesonyou;andyouwillbemywitnessesinJerusalem….”

(Acts1:8).EvenwhenJerusalem’sleadersdidnotwanttohearHisname,

theymustspeak.Evenifitmeant…flogging.

InowturntoanexpertresearcheronNewTestamenttimes.Ihope

thatsuchgraphicaccountingwillincreaseyourunderstandingand

admirationoftheapostlesandallthosewhoTODAYsufferasdisciplesof

Jesus.

“Whatwerethe“thirty-ninelashes?”Infact,‘fortystripesless
one’weresometimesfatal.Itwasatypeofbeatingemployedonlyamong

the Jewishreligiouscommunity.Itspurposewastobringanerring
Hebrewback totheorthodoxviewsofJudaism,thatis,backtothe
teachingofMosesand, thetraditionsoftheelders.Itwasasevere
punishmentadministeredtobringtheaccusedtorepentance.Ithad
probablybeeninventedasalastditch showofmercytobeusedona
maninplaceofstoninghim todeath.

“Tobesentencedtothislashingwasthemostshamefulthing
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that couldhappentoaJew.Itbroughtshamenotonlyuponhim butalso
uponhisentirefamily.Inthatdayamanapparentlywouldhavedone
anything toescapethephysicalagonyandthesocialhumiliationof
thesestripes. Thatwasabouttochange…andsuddenly!Thefollowers
ofJesusChrist showednosignofshame.Instead,theystoodthere
rejoicing!Itwasvery unnerving…andprobablyunprecedentedinall
humanhistory.

“Thedisciplelistenstothesentence….Heisledtostand
betweentwo marblecolumns.Hishandsarespreadapartandtiedto
thepillars.Then hisbackisstrippedbare. Afewfeetbehindhim
someoneplacesastand. Anotherman…the‘hazzan’stepsup onto
thestand,heunrollsaheavywhip.Thewhiphasfourstripsofleatheronit,
eachaboutthreeorfour feetlong.Twooftheseleatherstripsareof
calf’shide,theothertwoarefrom thehideofadonkey.

“Thehazzan,standingonthesmallraisedplatform,turnsslowly
aroundtowardthebarredbackofthedisciple.Thedisciplecannot

see the proceedings,butknowswhatisabouttohappen.Thehazzan
raisesthewhip highintotheair,straightensandthenbringsitdownwith
allhismight.

“Thewhipdoesnotlandonthedisciple’sback,butrather,on
thetop ofhis shoulders.Theleatherstripsreachoutbeyondhis
shoulders,falling harduponhischestandstomach.Theblow
instantlycausesweltsand bruisesalloverhischestandstomach.The
hazzanquicklypullsthewhip backwithajerkandtheleatherrakes
backoverthebruisedskin.

“Thereisapause.Againthewhipgoeshighintotheair,and
againit comesstraightdownuponthedisciple’sshoulders.Thistime
theleatherlandsupontender, swollenskin.Witheachblowthe
disciple’sskin becomesmorebruised.Theweltsbeginopeningand
finallyturnintoopen gashes.Afterevenmoreblows,theleatherstarts
findingitswayintotheboneoftheribcage.Eachblowislikecoalsof
burningfireuponthechest.

“Thedisciplereceivesthirteensuchlashesacrosshisfront.At
this pointheisprobablyalreadyinshock,dehydratedandnearlydelirious
with pain.Theinquisitornow beginsthesecondthirteenlashes,
aimingthem at theback.Thirteenslashesofleatherfindtheirwayacross
therightsideof thedisciple’sback,eachfurrowingdeeperintothe flesh
thantheonebefore.

“Bynowthediscipleisprobablysemi-consciousandonthe
vergeof fainting.Hismusclecoordinationislost.Nolongerableto
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stand,henow swingsfrom thecordsbindinghim tothemarblepillars.
Andtherearestill thirteenmorelashestocome.Thesemaketheir
permanentmarkonhisleft side.

“Atlastitisover.Thisbravebeliever,probablyunconsciousand
closetodeath,iscutdownanddraggedout.…Thedisciplehasmade

it throughtheordeal.HedidnotdenyhisLord,andhehadtheglorious
privilegeoffellowshipinthesufferingsofhisLord.…Whenhe awakened,
hisbodywouldbeonfireandhewouldhaveanunquenchable thirst.
Movingwouldbeagony.Aheadofhim wouldbeweeksofslow healingand
intensepain.Acrosshischest,acrosshisstomachandacrosshis back
hewouldcarrydeepfurrowedscarsastrophiesofhisloveforhis
Lord.”70

Openthedoor

AlltheChristiansaroundmesaythattheywanttobe“biblical.”The

churchplanterswanttoplant“NewTestamentchurches.”Churchesthat

are“Pauline”intheirlikeness.Seminarianswanttopickandchoosewhere

theywill“servetheLord.”Whattheywillbepaid.Thebenefitpackagethey

willenjoy.Thosewhoare“calledtothemissionfield”spendtwoyears

raisingfunds.Oncetheygetthere,iftheirfundingdropsbelow80%theyare

“calledback”untilthey“raisewhattheyneed.”TheapostlesandtheEarly

Churchwouldhardlyrecognizewhattodayisbeingdoneinthenameof

Christianity.JesustoldtheLaodiceanchurch,

“Yousay,Iam rich;Ihaveacquiredwealthanddonotneeda

thing.’Butyoudonotrealizethatyouarewretched,pitiful,poor, blind

andnaked.Icounselyoutobuyfrom megoldrefinedinthefire…

Thosewhom IloveIrebukeanddiscipline.Sobeearnest,andrepent.Here

Iam!Istandatthedoorandknock,ifanyonehearsmyvoiceand

opensthedoor,Iwillcomeinandeatwithhim,andhewithme”

(Revelation3:17-20).

CouldJesusbecallingYOUthroughthischapter?IsHeknockingat

YOURdoor?Remember,itwastotheCHURCHinLaodiceathatthese

wordswerewritten.Toafirstcenturychurch!AchurchofChrist!YOU,likely,

belongtoa21stcenturychurchofChrist.Isittimeforyoutoopenthedoor

again?Thistimealltheway!Intruerepentance.Intrueselfdenial.Hethat

hasearstohear,lethim hear.
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“FollowmeasIfollowChrist”

PaulwasanapostleofJesus.Hedescribedhimselfas“theleastof

theapostlesanddonotevendeservetobecalledanapostle,becauseI

persecutedthechurchofGod”(1Corinthians15:9).Asanapostle,hewent

toCorinthand“laidafoundationasanexpertbuilder”(3:10).Hewarned

them that“eachoneshouldbecarefulhowhebuilds.Fornoonecanlay

anyfoundationotherthantheonealreadylaid,whichisJesusChrist”(3:10-

11).Thenhetoldthem,“followmyexampleasIfollowtheexampleof

Christ”(11:1).

Whom areyoufollowing? Andwhoisfollowingyou?Areyou

followingJesus?AndcanothersknowthattheywillbefollowingJesusas

theyfollowyou?THATwas,simplyput,“theapostles’teaching”(Acts2:42).

ThepatternandchiefexampleisalwaysJesus.Thesuffering-to-glory

Jesus.Thecross-to-crownJesus.Thedying-that-others-might-liveJesus.

Can’tyouseethatdyingtoyourselfisnotthecrowningachievementofa

long-livedChristianlife?Itisthefirststep.Wediethatwemightlive.“For

whoeverwantstosavehislifewillloseit,butwhoeverloseshislifeforme

willsaveit”(Luke9:24).“Whoever”isyouandme.“Savingourlives”is

graspingontothem andnotlettinggo.“Losingourlives”islettinggoof

ourselves,dyingtoourselves,denyingourselves.

Hearagain,butmaybeasifitwerethefirsttime,thefamousand

often-quotedwordsofthemartyrDietrichBonhoeffer,“…thecrossisnot

theterribleendtoanotherwiseGod-fearingandhappylife,butitmeetsus

atthebeginningofourcommunionwithChrist.WhenChristcallsaman,he

bidshim comeanddie.”71 WasBonhoeffertellingthetruthoralie?Is

thereanotherway?Canyoubuildyourlifeon“thefoundationofthe

apostlesandprophets”andproduceatotallydifferentlookingbuilding?A

comfortable,lavishlivingandsparselygiving,American-dream-or-bust,

Christianlife?IstherereallyANYplaceforaconstantlydisobedient

Christian?AChristianwhorefusestosubmitandobeyJesusChrist?There

mayberoom TODAYinthechurches,butthetimeiscomingwhensuch

delusionwillbetotallydestroyed.
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“Godisjust…ThiswillhappenwhentheLordJesusisrevealed

from heaveninblazingfirewithhispowerfulangels.Hewill punish

thosewho…donotobeythegospelofourLordJesus”(2

Thessalonians1:6-8).

ObediencetoJesusisnotoptional.ThereisnotrueChristianity

exceptthatwhichisbasedonthefoundationofNewTestament

discipleship.Remember,“thediscipleswerecalledChristiansfirstat

Antioch”(Acts11:26).Theywerefirstdisciplesandthentheywerecalled

Christians!YoumightcallyourselfaChristiantoday,butthatdoesnot

makeyouone.Whosediscipleareyou?Whohascontroloveryourlife?To

whom doyoubelong?Dothesequotesfrom Bonhoefferechotheteaching,

preaching,readingandreflectingthatyourlifehasbeenbuiltupon?Ifnot,

then,pleasequestionthefoundation!

-CheapgraceisthedeadlyenemyofourChurch.Wearefighting
todayfor costlygrace.72

-Cheapgraceisgracewithoutdiscipleship,gracewithoutthecross,
without JesusChrist,livingandincarnate.73

-Costlygraceisthetreasurehiddeninthefield;forthesakeofita
manwill gladlygoandsellallthathehas.Itisthepearlofgreatprice….It
isthe kinglyruleofChrist,forwhosesakeamanwillpluckouttheeye
which causeshim tostumble;itisthecallofJesusChristatwhichthe
disciple leaveshisnetsandfollowshim…Suchgraceiscostlybecauseit
callsusto follow,anditisgracebecauseitcallsustofollowJesusChrist.
Itiscostlybecauseitcostsamanhislife,anditisgracebecauseitgives
amantheonly truelife.74

-AsChristianityspread,andtheChurchbecamemoresecularized,
this realizationofthecostlinessofgracegraduallyfaded.Theworldwas
Christianized,andgracebecameitscommonproperty.Itwastobehadat
lowcost.75

-ThewordofcheapgracehasbeentheruinofmoreChristiansthan
any commandmentof works.76

-DiscipleshipmeansadherencetoChrist,and,becauseChrististhe
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objectof that adherence,itmusttaketheform ofdiscipleship.An
abstract Christology…rendersdiscipleshipsuperfluous…Christianity
withoutthe livingChrist,isinevitablyChristianitywithoutdiscipleship,
and ChristianitywithoutdiscipleshipisalwaysChristianitywithout
Christ.77

-Onlyhewhobelievesisobedient,andonlyhewhoisobedient
believes.78

-Unbeliefthrivesoncheapgrace,foritisdeterminedtopersistin
disobedience.79

-TodenyoneselfistobeawareonlyofChristandnomoreofself,to
see onlyhim whogoesbeforeandnomoretheroadwhichistoohardfor
us. Oncemore,allthatself-denial cansayis:“Heleadstheway,keep
closeto him.”80

WhydidPaulReturn?

Aswemoveonfrom theapostlestothechurchestheyestablished,

weseethattheydemandedoftheirnewdisciplesthesamelevelof

obediencetoJesusandwillingnesstosufferforHim thatthey,themselves,

werecommittedto.Thatiswhatbeingbuiltontheirfoundationlookedlike.

Thebeliefandbehaviorofthethird-generationdisciplesmirroredthatof

theapostles.81WillingnesstosufferforGodwasthein-bornDNAofthose

disciples.WeseethissoclearlywhenPaulreturnedtothechurcheshehad

plantedunderseverepersecutiononhisfirstmissionaryjourney.

“ThensomeJewscamefrom AntiochandIconium,andwon

the crowdover.TheystonedPaulanddraggedhim outsidethecity,

thinkinghewasdead.Butafterthe discipleshadgatheredaroundhim,

hegotupandwentbackintothecity.ThenextdayheandBarnabas

left forDerbe.Theypreachedthegoodnewsinthatcityandwonalarge

numberofdisciples.ThentheyreturnedtoLystra,Iconium and Antioch

strengtheningthedisciplesandencouragingthem toremain truetothe

faith(saying),‘Wemustgothroughmanyhardshipstoenter the

kingdom ofGod.’”(Acts14:19-22).
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Marvelatthebeautyandtruthofthisnarrative!

-Paulwasstoned(andyouthoughtfloggingwasbad!),yethe

returnedinto thecityand spentthenightratherthanrunningfor

hislife

-InDerbe,Paulpreachedthegospelandmadedisciples!Hedidnot

make believerswhoprayedwitheveryheadbowedandeveryeye

closed.Secret believers.No.Theresultofhisgospel-preachingwas

open,fullycommitted discipleship.Thosediscipleswouldhaveheardthe

callofJesustocome,denythemselves,takeuptheircrossesandfollow

Him.Becausethatishow LUKEalwaysusedtheword“disciple”inboth

LukeandActs.Disciples weremadeatthemomentofbaptism.By

faith,theyembracedthedeathof Jesus(andtheirowndeathtosin)that

theymightlive.

-PaulandBarnabasthenreturnedtothecitieswheretheyhadbeen

horrendouslypersecuted.Weretheynuts?Whygobackandriskthesame

again?TheywerealreadydeadmenwholivedinandforChristandHis

Church!

-Themessagethattheygavetothedisciples,whichsoencouraged

them, wasthattheymustreadythemselvesformuchtribulation.They

mustbeartheirowncrosses!AndLukesaidthis“encouraged”them!How

encouraged wouldUSAChristiansbetoTHATmessage?Ifapastor

daredtoliveandpreachitinmanyofthechurchesIknow—hebetterhave

hisbagspacked.

So,letusanswerthequestion,“WhydidPaulreturn?”Becausehewasa

disciplemakerwhomodeledforhisdiscipleshowtofollowJesusintimes

ofacceptanceandsuffering.Heprovedtothem that“allthings(even

beatingsandstonings)worktogetherforgoodtothosewholoveGod”

(Romans8:28–NKJV).

WhydidPaulWait?

ManyofyoumayknowthestoryofPaulandSilasatPhilippi.Itis

duringhissecondmissionaryjourneyandjustfollowedhis“Macedonian



127

Vision”thatledhim andhismissionteam intoEuropeforthefirsttime

(Acts16:6-10).WhenarrivingatPhilippi,hefindsaverysmallJewish

population.TherewerenotevenenoughJewishmalestostarta

synagogue,sotheymetat“aplaceofprayer”bytheriverside.Awoman

namedLydiabelievedandbecameadisciple,invitingPaulandtheteam to

staywithher.82

Ononeofthetripstotheplaceofprayer,Paulwasmetbya

demonizedgirl,whom hedeliveredfrom thedemon.Pickupthisimportant

eventwithme,

“Whentheownersoftheslavegirlrealizedthattheirhopeof
makingmoneywasgone,theyseizedPaulandSilasanddragged them
intothemarketplacetofacetheauthorities….Thecrowdjoinedinthe
attackagainstPaulandSilas,andthemagistratesorderedthem tobe
strippedandbeaten.Aftertheyhadbeenseverelyflogged83,theywere
thrownintoprison,andthejailerwascommandedtoguardthem
carefully.Uponreceivingsuchorders,heputthem intheinnercelland
fastenedtheirfeetwithstocks.

“AboutmidnightPaulandSilaswereprayingandsinginghymns
toGod,andtheotherprisonerswerelisteningtothem.Suddenly

therewassuchaviolentearthquakethatthefoundationsoftheprison
wereshaken.Atoncealltheprisondoorsflewopenandeveryone’schains
cameloose.”(Acts16:19-26).

Thejailerimmediatelydrawsasword“tokillhimselfbecausehethought

thattheprisonershadescaped”(v.27).AtwhichtimePaulshoutsoutfor

him nottoharm himselfastheyareallstillintheprison.Thejailergetsa

torch,and“tremblingbeforePaulandSilas…asked,‘WhatmustIdotobe

saved?”(v.30).Heandhishouseholdbelieve,thejailerwashestheir

woundsandtheyareimmediatelybaptized.

“Whenitwasdaylight,themagistratessenttheirofficerstothejailer

withtheorder,‘Releasethosemen.’”Thentheygotthesurpriseandfright

oftheirlives.Paultoldthemagistratesthatthey“beatuspubliclywithouta

trial,eventhoughwewereRomancitizens”(v.37).So,Paulwasnotgoing

togoawayquietly.Hewantedtomakeapointandsecurethesafetyofthe
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fledglingPhilippianchurchplant.Paulhadthem inatightspotbecausethe

magistratescouldhavebeenseverelypunishedfortheirmistreatmentof

Romancitizens.

Oneobviousquestionisbeggingtobeasked,“Paul,whydidyouwait

untilafteryourbeatingtoletthemagistratesknowyouareaRoman

citizen?”Humaninstinctwouldcryout,“CivisRomanussum”(Iam a

Romancitizen).Insteadtheyareseverelybeatenwithbirchrods,thrown

intojailandhadtheiranklessecuredinironshackles.Andhowdothey

respond?TheyaresingingsongsofpraisetoGod!Andwhathappens?An

earthquake,aconvertedjailerandhisfamily(nottomentionhowthe

prisonershadbeenimpressed),thegrowthandsecuringofsafetyforthe

church!

SomehowPaulandSilasknewthatthedoorofsufferingwouldbetter

establishthechurchinPhilippithancryingoutfortheirownrelease.What

madness!Yes,thinkinglogicallyandbearinginmindtheinstinctofself-

preservation,itisinsane.ButthesemenweredisciplesofJesus.And

Jesushadtaught,“Itellyouthetruth,unlessakernelofwheatfallstothe

groundanddies,itremainsonlyasingleseed.Butifitdies,itproduces

manyseeds.Themanwholoveshislifewillloseit,whilethemanwho

hateshislifewillkeepitforeternallife.”(John12:24-25).Somehowthe

HolySpirithadconvincedPaulandSilastorideitoutbyfaithandseeHis

mighty,savingwork!Isthatthefoundationuponwhichourbeliefand

behaviorarebased?

CanYouSingthisHymn?

PaulbelongedtoJesus.Andhealwaysurgedhisdisciplestolive

similarly.WhenTimothywaswavering,inPaul’slastbiblicalletter,hewrote

tohisbelovedsoninthefaith,

“Youthenmyson,bestronginthegracethatisinChrist
Jesus…. EndurehardshipwithuslikeagoodsoldierofChristJesus….
RememberJesusChrist,raisedfrom thedead,descendedfrom David.
Thisismygospel,forwhichIam sufferingeventothepointofbeing
chainedlikeacriminal.ButGod’swordisnotchained.ThereforeI
endureeverythingforthesakeofGod’select,thattheytoomayobtain
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thesalvationthatisinChristJesus,witheternalglory.Hereisatrustworthy
saying:

Ifwediedwithhim,wewillalsolivewithhim.
Ifweendure,wewillalsoreignwithhim.
Ifwedisownhim,healsowilldisownus;
Ifwearefaithless,hewillremainfaithful,hecannotdisown

himself.”
(2Timothy2:1-13)

ManyscholarshaveconcludedthatPaul’s“saying”wasprobablyan
earlychurchhymn.Sungbyfaithfuldisciplesastheygatheredforworship
andastheyliveddaybyday.Youwillendreadingthisbookwellifyouwill
believe,memorizeandsingthatdiscipleshiphymnthroughoutlife.

FillingandObedience

AsweconcludethisbookandourfocusonfollowingChristasthe

apostlesdid,thereisanimportantexclamationmarkwemustleave.We

havenotedourabsoluteneedtobeconstantlyfilledwiththeHolySpirit.

But,youmustunderstandthattheywouldNOThavebeenfilledwiththe

SpiritiftheyhadnotobeyedJesus!Orputpositively,theywerefilledwith

theSpiritbecausetheyfollowedJesus!Notperfectlyineverystepthey

took—butsufficiently,byalivingfaith.AndtheirfaithdidnotlooktoJesus

merelytogivethem knowledgeofthewaytowalk,orwhattodo.Theirfaith

fastenedonJesustoempowerthem,orhelpthem withhowtodo.Paul

understoodthiswhenheconcluded,“IcandoallthingsthroughChristwho

strengthensme”(Philippians4:13–NKJV).

Oneofmyaccountabilitypartners,Gene,sharedaversewithme

TODAY,thathelpedopenthistruthtome.Weknowthattheapostlesboldly

confessedtotheSanhedrin,“WemustobeyGodratherthanmen!”(Acts

5:29).ButIhadforgottenhowtheyclosedthatbravewitnessbefore

Christ’senemies.Readthiscarefully:“Wearewitnessesofthesethings,

andsoistheHolySpirit,whom Godhasgiventothosewhoobeyhim”

(Acts5:32).Thatmightbenewtruthtoyou.TheSpiritisspeciallygivento

thosewhoobeyJesus.Hereisthebiblicalchronology:
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1.TheresurrectedJesussaid,“‘Peacebewithyou!AstheFatherhas

sentme,Iam sendingyou.’Andwiththathebreathedonthem andsaid,

‘ReceivetheHolySpirit.’”(John20:21).So,theapostleshadtheSpirit,

butNOTHislater,specialfilling.

2.Jesustoldthem afterthisandjustbeforeHeascended,“Stayin

thecity untilyouhavebeenclothedwithpowerfrom onhigh”(Luke

24:49). Hehadbeenwiththem,afterHisresurrection“fortydays”(Acts

1:3).

3.WhenJesuswasascendingintoheavenandblessingthem,the

apostles worshipedhim andreturnedtoJerusalem withgreatjoy.And

they stayedcontinuallyatthetemplepraisingGod”(Luke24:52-53).

4.TheSpiritgavethem faithandgracetoOBEYJesusandreturnto

Jerusalem.Togobacktothemostdangerouscityonearthtothem.And

theywenttothetemple,thecenteroftheirdeadliestopponents’ministries.

5.Theywerestayinginanupperroom where“theyalljoined

constantlyin prayer,alongwiththewomenandMarythemotherof

Jesus,andwith hisbrothers”(Acts2:14).Howcanyoubeinconstant

prayer,true prayer,withoutthehelpoftheSpirit?

6.Peterwasledtostandandteachfrom theWordaboutJudas’

betrayaland concluded“itisnecessarytochooseoneofthemenwho

havebeen with usthewholetimetheLordJesuswentinandoutamong

us, beginningfrom John’sbaptism tothetimewhenJesuswastaken

from us”(Acts1:15-22).TheyprayedtoJesus(v24)andaskedHim to

choosethesuccessorofJudasIscariot.“AndthelotfelltoMatthias,sohe

was addedtotheelevenapostles.”(Acts1:26).Thiswholeprayerful

choosingofJudas’replacement,restoringthenumbertotwelveand

assuringthateveryapostlehadapartner,wasobviouslyempoweredbythe

Spirit.

7.Then,aftertendaysofwaiting,onthedayofPentecost,“theywere

all togetherinoneplace.Suddenlyasoundliketheblowingofaviolent

windcamefrom heavenandfilledthewholehousewheretheywere
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staying…Allofthem werefilledwiththeHolySpiritandbeganto

speakinotherlanguagesastheSpiritenabledthem”(Acts2:1-4).The

Spiritfilledthem astheyhadobedientlygonetoJerusalem andwaited

forthefilling,whichwasanewlevelofempowerment.Theyhadthe

wonderfulinfluenceoftheSpiritpriortoPentecost,ortheycouldnothave

donewhattheydid.Buttheywerenotfilledorempoweredtothesame

degreewhichtheyexperiencedatPentecostanddailythereafter.

So,wemustunderstandthatsimpleobediencetoJesus,tofollowing

Him andlivingasHehasdirectedusinHisWord,isanecessarypre-

requisitetobefilledwiththeSpirit.TheSpiritwillnotfilladisobedient

vessel.Hemayindwellone.ButHewillnotfillone.Whenwearefilled,He

flowsfrom uswithgreatpowerandlove.

Itmakesgreatsense,then,whyPaulwarnedtheEphesians,“donot

grievetheHolySpiritofGod”(4:30),andshortlyaftercommandedthem to

“befilledwiththeSpirit.”TheSpiritwillnotfilluswhenHeisgrievedbyus.

Sins,asthoselistedinchapter4,grievetheSpiritandkeepusfrom being

filled.ItdoesnotsurpriseanyofusthatunholinessgrievestheHolySpirit.

Disobedienceisonetypeofunholiness.Obedience,from theheartoffaith

andlove,isasuremarkofholiness.

Butthefillingmustbesought.WemustactivelyprayforHisfilling,

repentingofanyandeverysinthatmightbehinderingourfilling.Wemust

notbesatisfiedwiththeformsofmoralityorspiritualitythatmost

Christiansaresatisfiedwith.No!DiscipleswanttofollowJesusand,aswe

aregoing,tomakeotherdisciplesinHisname!

Spirit,helpustoobeywhatweknow,whatwehaverefusedtoobey,

sothatwemightbetrulyavesselforhonor,sanctifiedandusefulforthe

Master,preparedforeverygoodwork”(2Timothy2:21-NKJV).Youarethe

sourceofoureveryobedience,dearSpiritofGod.WithoutYou,theSpiritof

Jesus,wecannottakeasinglestep.Butwewanttodomorethantakeone

step.Wewanttoperpetuallyfollow.Fillussothatwemighttrulybe“living

sacrifices,holyandpleasingtoGod”(Romans12:1).Fillusandflow

throughusforthegloryofJesusandtheadvancementofHisKingdom!



132

WillYOUFollowJesus?

IhopethatIhavemadethecasethateveryChristianneedstobea

disciple.84Andthateverydiscipleneedstoprovetheauthenticityofhisor

herrelationshipwithJesusbyalifeoflovingobedience.Sothequestion,

“Willyoufollow?”reallyasks,“WillyouobeyJesus?”IpraysowithPaul’s

ownwords,“MaytheGodwhogivesenduranceandencouragementgive

youaspiritofunityamongyourselvesasyoufollowChristJesus,sothat

withoneheartandmouthyoumayglorifytheGodandFatherofourLord

JesusChrist”(Romans15:5). Makesureyoureadtheappendicesin

whichyouwillfindhelpinidentifyingthosecommandsofJesusthathave

directreferencetoallHisdisciplesthroughoutallagesandcultures—until

Hecomes.Come,LordJesus!85

A21stCenturyDisciple’sStory

MynameisSue.WhenJesusrenewedmycalltofollowHim,the
hardestobedienceHedemandedofmewas togiveupfinancialstability.
Earlierinourlives,wecouldpayourbillsontimeandhavemoneyleftover.
MyhusbandhadathrivingITbusiness.Iwas(andam)apreschoolteacher.
Wehadchallenges,butlifefeltprettygood.
          Thentheeconomychanged.Welearnedweowedmoreonthe
mortgagethanourhomewasworth.Wealsolearnedfirst-handthetruthof
Jesus'wordsinMatthew7:24.Partofourhousehadbeenbuiltonsand.
Thebackbegantopullawayfrom therestofthehouse.Wewerefacinga
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verystressfuleconomicanddomesticsituation.
          Anothereffectoftheeconomicdownturnwasthatmyhusbandlost
mostofhisclientsassmallbusinessownershadtocutbackoncomputer
support.Neitherfindingnewclientsnorlookingforanotherjobworked.The
stressofourfinancialsituationwasheightening.
          DuringthattimeFredattendedwhatEdGrossnowcallsa"Renewal
ofBiblicalDiscipleship."Healsoattendedathree-daydiscipleshiptraining
thatCityTeam Internationaloffered.Hewasfiredup,eagertomake
disciples.Hegotstartedrightaway,pouringhimselfintothisnewcalling
from God.Hequicklybecamealeaderinourarea.AfterIattendedthe
sametrainings, Iwasreadytojoinhim.Godbroughtmanypeopletous.
Theywantedtomakedisciplesbuthadnoideahowtogetstarted.Sowe
begantotrainthem.ItbecameevidentthatFredhadneitherthetimenor
theopportunitytoearnalivinginIT.Sowhatwerewegoingtodo?
          Jesuswasaskingustofollow,totrustHim.Financialsupportbegan
totricklein,butitwasn'tanywhereneartheamountweneeded.Unpaid
billscausedgreatanxietyforme.However,Godwasatworkinmyheart.
DailyIsaid,"TodayIhaveahousethatstands,alltheutilitiesstillon,food,
clothes,medicalcoverage,andacarwithgasinit."Ourneedswerebeing
met.InsituationaftersituationGodprovedHisfaithfulnessbyproviding
whatweneeded.
          Weneededtomoveoutofthehousewhilewefiguredoutwhattodo
withit.Wherewouldwego?Notone,butthreegenerouscouplesoffered
usahomewiththem.Wemovedintoapositivesituation.Weare
continuingtoserveourawesomeGod.ComeandfollowJesuswithus.

Quotesfrom AndrewMurray

“Adam isthetypeofHim whowastocome—theSecondAdam,theSecond
Fatheroftherace.Adam’sdisobedienceinitseffectistheexactsimilitudeofwhatthe
obedienceofChristbecomestous.WhenasinnerbelievesinChrist,heisunitedtoHim
andbyajudicialsentenceisatoncepronouncedandacceptedasrighteousinGod’s
sight.…HehasChrist’srighteousnessonlybyhavingChristhimselfandbeinginHim….
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“TheonethingGodaskedofAdam intheGardenwasobedience.Theonething
bywhichacreaturecanglorifyGodorenjoyHisfavorandblessingisobedience.The
singlecauseofthepowerofsinintheworldandtheruinithascausedisdisobedience.
From Adam wehaveinheritedatendencytowillfulness,toselfishness,to
disobedience….

“…ChristovercamedisobedienceandgivesusthepowertoreplaceourswithHis
obedience”(23-25)

QuestionsforReflection

1.Discusstheimportanceoflove’sconnectionwithourobedience.Whathappenswhen

loveisabsent?

2.DiscusswhatyouthinkwouldlikelyhappenifmostChristiansyouknowweregiven

theultimatum andthethreatoffloggingthattheapostlesfaced.WHYdoyouthinkthis?

3.WhichoftheBonhoefferquotessurprisedortouchedyoumost?

4.DiscusswhatwouldlikelyoccurifPaul’s“encouraging”messagegiventothe

churchesinActs14wasdeliveredtoyourchurchandthechurchesyouknow.

5.WhydidPaulwaittotellthemagistratesthatheandSilaswereRomancitizens?

6.WillyoumemorizetheearlyhymnandfollowJesus?

7.DiscusshowActs5:32impactedyou.

One-wordCommandtoObey

“Bestrong”or“Strengthen”

Whenyouhaveturnedback,strengthenyourbrothers.(Luke22:32)
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Thenthechurch…wasstrengthenedandencouragedbytheHolySpirit,itgrewin

numbers,livinginthefearoftheLord.(Acts9:31)

Strengtheningthedisciplesandencouragingthem toremaintruetothefaith.(Acts

14:22)

Paul…traveledfrom placetoplacestrengtheningallthedisciples.(Acts18:23)

Beonyourguard.Standfirm inthefaith.Bemenofcourage;bestrong.(1Corinthians

16:13)

BestrongintheLordandinhismightypower.(Ephesians6:10)

BestronginthegracethatisinChristJesus.(2Timothy2:1)

Thereforestrengthenyourfeeblearmsandweakknees.(Hebrews12:12)

Itisgoodforourheartstobestrengthenedbygrace.(Hebrews13:9)

Strengthenwhatremainsandisabouttodie.(Revelation3:2)

Appendices

AppendixOne–TheCommandsofJesusinMark’sGospel

TheScripturesmustbeinterpreted,asmuchaspossible,withintheir

ownoriginalsettings.Commandsshouldnotbesnatchedoutofcontext
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anddemandedofusorothersforwhom theLordneverintendedthem.The

SpiritisourbestTeacher86andwill“guideusintoalltruth.”He“convictsof

sin”andstrengthensustorepentandturntoJesusinobedience.AndHe

doesthatinHisowninimitablewaythroughtheWord,ourconsciencesand

others’words.

AlthoughtheSpiritworksasHewill,itisgoodtohavesome

guidelinesaboutinterpretingthecommandsofJesusandtheapostles.In

theIntroductiontohisveryhelpfulandreadablebook,TheCommandsof

Christ,Tom Blackabygivesthefollowingadvice:

“NotallofChrist’steachingsarewhatwemighttechnically
consider tobecommands.Herearesomegeneralcategoriesintowhich
His teachingscanbedivided.(Examplesareprovided.)

1.GeneralObservations(Luke12:34;16:13)
2.Warnings(Luke12:10)
3.Commands(Matt.5:16;6:33Luke6:30)
4.Conversations(thewomanatthewell-John4)
5.Teachings/Lessons(ParableslikethesowerandtheseedLuke8

andJohn 14:6).

“WhetherwewouldactuallyconsiderChrist’steachingsor
conversationsorobservations(tobe)‘commands,’weshouldkeepin
mindthatGoddoesnotgiveHispeoplesuggestions.Whateverproceeds
outofthe mouthoftheFather,theSon,ortheSpiritis…importantand
authoritative totheChristianliferegardlessofhowwemightwantto
classifyit….

“NotallofthecommandsofChristarenecessarilyintendedfor
every believerfor alltime.Someweregivenforspecificpeople
inaparticular situation.”87

BlackabybroadlyclassifiesJesus’commandsintosixgeneralareas

(ComingtoGod,ChristasLord,Character,ConcerningOthers,Callingand

Cautions).Hethenlistsandcommentson50specificcommandsinthese

sixgeneralareas.Heconcludeswithanepilogueon“FollowingChrist’s

CommandsisanActofLove.”Blackaby’sandothersuchbooksareagood

resourcefordiscipleswhoreallywanttoobeyeverythingJesushas
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commanded.

RecentlyIreadthroughMark’sGospel,lookingonlyforthe

commandsofJesus.IdidthisduringmymorningBiblereadingswith

reflectionandprayer.Itwasaveryvaluablespiritualexerciseduringwhich

theHolySpiritgreatlyinstructed,convictedandhelpedme.Iwould

recommendeverydisciplegoingthroughtheWordinsuchaway.

Inmyprayerfulstudy,thisiswhatIfound.Thereare130commands

ofJesusrecordedinMark.Thecommandsweregivento33different

individuals,groupsofindividuals,demonsandevenobjectsinthenatural

world.So,itisobvious,thatnotallofthesecommandsareintendedforus

asindividualsorgroupstoday.Buttherearemanyofthem thatare

timelessandcross-culturallyvalid.AsNewTestamentscholar,Prof.Larry

Hurtado,whenconsideringMark’sGospel,wrote,

“WithinthestoryofJesus,thedisciplesfunctionprimarilyasa
model ofwhatisinvolvedinbeingamemberofJesus’people….They
servethe importantfunction,both positivelyandnegatively,of
showingthereaders oftheGospeljustwhatisinvolvedin beinga
followerofJesusanda beneficiaryofhissavingactivity.Encouraging
readersto becomedisciples inthissenseisoneofthemajorgoalsof
theauthorashegoesabouttelling thestory.”88

So,thecommandsofJesus,thoughlargelyissuedtoindividualsand
groupsinthefirstcentury,weredesignedbyMarktohelpusallunderstand
andnavigateourownroadofdiscipleshipaswefollowJesusin
subsequentgenerationsandcenturies.Itdoesnottakeagreatdealof
wisdom todiscernwhichcommandsaretime-boundandlimitedandwhich
aretimelessandunlimitedintheirscope.InMark’sGospel,25ofthelatter,
alwaysrelatingtous,are:

“Repentandbelievethegoodnews!”(1:15)

“Come,followmeandIwillmakeyoufishersofmen.”(1:17)

“Hewhohasearstohear,lethim hear.”(4:18)

“Considercarefullywhatyouhear.”(concerningChrist’steaching–
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4:24)

“Goinpeace”(5:34)

“Don’tbeafraid.Justbelieve.”(5:36)

“Takecourage.Don’tbeafraid.”(6:48)

“Ifanyonewouldcomeafterme,heMUSTdenyhimselfandtakeup
his crossandfollowme.”(8:34)

“Donotstophim…forwhoeverisnotagainstusisforus.”(9:39)

“Havesaltamongyourselvesandbeatpeacewitheachother.”(9:50)

“WhatGodhasjoinedtogether,letmannotseparate.”(10:6)

“Letthelittlechildrencometome,anddonothinderthem.”(10:14)

“Notsowithyou.Instead,whoeverwantstobegreatamongyou
mustbeyourservant,andwhoeverwantstobefirstmustbeslavetoall.”
(10:43-44)

“HavefaithinGod.”(11:22)

“ThereforeItellyou,whateveryouaskforinprayer,believethatyou
havereceivedit,anditwillbeyours.”(11:24)

“Andwhenyoustandpraying,ifyouholdanythingagainstanyone,
forgivehim,sothatyourFatherinheavenmayforgiveyoursins.”
(11:25)

“LovetheLordyourGodwithallyourheartandwithallyoursouland
withallyourmindandwithallyourstrength.Thesecondisthis: Love
yourneighborasyourself.”(12:30-31)

“Andthegospelmustbepreachedtoallnations.”(Mark13:10)

“Beonguard!Bealert!”(13:33)



139

“Thereforekeepwatchbecauseyoudonotknowwhentheownerof
the housewillcomeback….Ifhecomessuddenlydonotlethim findyou

sleeping.WhatIsaytoyou,Isaytoeveryone,Watch!”(13:35-37)

“Takeit,thisismybody.Thenhetookthecup,gavethanksand
offered ittothem,andtheyalldrankfrom it.”(14:22-23)

“Watchandpraysothatyouwillnotfallintotemptation.Thespiritis
willing,butthebodyisweak.”(14:38)

“Gointoalltheworldandpreachthegospeltoallcreation.”(16:15)

DisciplesfilledwiththeHolySpiritwillrelishdiscoveringfor
themselvessuchsimplecommandsthroughouttheWordofGod.Inthe
otherGospelaccountstherearemorespeechesofJesusrecordedin
whichtherearemanymorecommandsthatHegavetoHisdisciples.

AppendixTwo–35CommandsofJesusin“TheSermonontheMount”
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ManyscholarshaveseenJesus’“SermonontheMount”asan

excellentintroductiontoHisschoolofdiscipleship.ThegreatBibleteacher,

G.CampbellMorgan(1863-1945),wrote,

“TheSermonontheMount…wasdeliveredspeciallytothe
disciples….Menhavehardlybeguntoguessatthegloryand

beautyof this wonderfulideal,butinrelationtotheTeacheritis
elementary andinitial….HereHedealswiththefirstidealsof
truelife,and revealstomentheDivinepurposeforthem today.
TheseareHis firstlessons.”89

ThefollowinglistofChrist’scommandsareproducedheretohelpgive

disciplestodaysomeideaofwhatitwouldhavelookedliketofollowJesus

inthefirstcenturyandtoprayforgracetodothesametoday.

No. Text Command

1. 5:12 Rejoiceandbeglad(whenpersonallyopposed)

2. 5:16 Letyourlightshinebeforeothers

3. 5:17 DonotevenimaginethatJesusopposestheLaw

4. 5:23-24 Leave(worship)goandbereconciledtooffendedbrother

5. 5:25-26 Settleseriousproblemswithothersquickly

6. 5:29-30 Dealseriouslywithwhateverleadsyoutosin

7. 5:34 DoNOTswearordependonestablishingyourveracityby

invokingGodinanoath

8. 5:37 Thinkcarefullybeforespeakingandalwaystellthesimple

truth.Betruetoyourword

9. 5:38 DoNOTtakethelawintoyourownhands

10. 5:39-41 EndurelossfortheKingdom byallowingpersonalinsult

(turntheothercheekforaslap),propertyloss

(cloak), andforcedservice(goingextramile)
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ratherthangrasping ontoworldlywaysandpersonal

rightsandprivileges.

11. 5:42 Givetotheoneaskingandloangenerously

12. 5:44 Loveyourenemies

13. 5:44 Prayforyouropponentsandpersecutors

14. 5:48 Beperfectedbylove—byGodfillingyou

15. 6:1 DoNOTservetobeseenbyothers

16. 6:2 DoNOTdrawattentiontoyourselfwhengivingtothe

needy

17. 6:3 Besecretiveandbehind-the-scenesinhelpingothersin

need

18. 6:5 DoNOTprayinsincerely,tobeseenorheard

19. 6:6 Prayinsecret

20. 6:7 DoNOTprayusingthoughtless,repetitivewords

21. 6:9-13 Use“TheLord’sPrayer”asamodelforprayer

22. 6:16 DoNOTfasttoimpressotherswithyoursacrifice

23. 6:17 FastonlyinGod’ssight,notinothers’

24. 6:19 DoNOTmakeanyearthlythingyourtreasure

25. 6:20,24 SetyourheartoneternityandworkforGod

26. 6:25,31,34 DoNOTworry(aboutyourphysicallifeorfuture)

27. 6:33 SeektoadvanceGod’sKingdom andgloryFIRST–allthe

time andineverything

28. 7:1 DoNOTjudgeother’smotivesorcondemnthem

29. 7:5 DealwithyourownsinFIRST(repentinfaith)
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30. 7:6 DobediscerninganddoNOTwastetimeonmockers

31. 7:7 SeekGod’shelpthroughpersistentprayer

32. 7:12 Alwaysdotoothersexactlywhatyouwantdonetoyou

33. 7:13,21 EnterGod’sKingdom throughthenarrowgateofthe

Living andwrittenWordofGod

34. 7:15 Bewareandstayawayfrom falseteachers(whoselives

betray theirwords)

35. 7:24-27 HearandOBEY(practice)thewordsofChrist
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