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ICONS IN ORIENTAL ORTHODOX
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® WE PRAISE THE ARCHETYPE BEFORE THE TYPE

OINCARNATION & ICON

Through the divine incarnation God manifested Himself to the world in a visible way that can
be portrayed so that the events of His life on earth can be drawn in icons or written in words
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TYPE & PROTOTYPE
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Thesaurus

For images always bear the impress o f their archetypes.’

Images are like archetypes; for it is necessary for them to be thus
and not otherwise.

IMAGE OF GOD
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We must not, therefore, understand the image of God as referring to our physical
dwelling place, but rather as the spiritual image of the heavenly man, which He bestows
upon us from the merciful abundance of His fullness.Paul clearly expresses this
interpretation when he says: "As we have borne the image of the one made from dust,
so shall we also bear the image of the heavenly one." And those who bear this image in
reverence, as the Apostles and the righteous have done.?

"Treasury on the Trinity (PG 75.52A)/ Doctrina Patrum (326.21)
2 Treatise XLVI. On the Feast of Easter. Il.



In its firmly established course, within the yearly cycle of time, adorned with its manifold
graces, the day of salvation has arrived. It follows itself, it precedes itself; it is old and
yet always young. The progenitor of the year and the offspring of the year, it goes before
and follows the times and ages in endless succession. From its end, it creates for itself
a beginning, yet it never departs from the cradle of its birth. Indeed, it bears within itself
the image of the Lord's mystery of salvation. For in its setting, it commemorates His
Passion; in its renewed rising, it celebrates His Resurrection; and through it, He also
promises us the gift of future blessedness. Now, our catechumens are invited to this
blessed descent. But it shall be granted to them that, submerged in the milky depths of
the sacred waters, they too may rise anew with the new day and attain with us the glory
of immortality.®
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1.Truly, dearest brothers, the heart of a man who knows the dream of this man and the
mysteries contained within it does not sleep. For prophecy always speaks in shifting
images, yet the same meaning is found in all. Thus, Jacob bears within himself the image
of Christ. Likewise, the stone upon which he rested his head, according to the account, is
also such an image: for the head of man is Christ, who has also at times been called the
cornerstone. The ladder symbolizes the two Testaments, which, composed of the evangelical
precepts of the Gospels, lead those who believe in them and fulfill the will of God, as if
ascending step by step towards heaven.*
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3 Treatise Xlll: The Dream of Jacob

4Treatise XX
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IMAGE OF CHERBIUM
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For we faithful people do not venerate images as gods, like the Greeks, not at all, but we
declare the relationship only and the long ing o f our love for the character o f the person o f
the image. Whence frequently, when the character has been smoothed away leaving bare
wood, we burn up what was once an image.Therefore, just as Jacob, when he was about to
die, “made veneration, bowing down over the head of his staff,” 185 honoring not the staff,

but the one who held the staff, just so, we faithful people do not embrace images in any other
way, just as also our children kiss their parents, but that we may declare the longing of our
souls. Just as the Jew venerated the tablets o f the Law then and the two cherubim of cast
gold, not hon oring the nature o f stone and gold, but the Lord who had ordered these things.®

5 Athansius,Erotapokriseis Doctrina patrum 327.16
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We will certainly take more pains in answering the excuses of artificers of this kind,
who ought never to be admitted into the house of God, if any have a knowledge of that
Discipline...they have the hardihood to bring even from the Scriptures...Let

the Church, therefore, stand open to all who are supported by their hands and by
their own work; if there is no exception of arts which the Discipline of God receives
not. But some one says, in opposition to our proposition of similitude being
interdicted, Why, then, did Moses in the desert make a likeness of a serpent out of
bronze? The figures, which used to be laid as a groundwork for some secret future
dispensation, not with a view to the repeal of the law, but as a type of their own

final cause, stand in a class by themselves. (On Idolatry, Chapter 5)

IMAGE OF JERUSALEM
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http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
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POLYCHRONIUS

If it is deemed fearful to speak in opposition to the crowd and predict the sack
o f the city and the razing o f the temple and the terrible things that accompany
all this, show this to them in another way as both to chasten them and reveal
your fairness. “And taking a brick,” he says, “depict the city.” Inscribe the
name of the city, so that this is known to be “Jerusalem.” Make a “mound”
surrounding the city in the form o f the depiction, indicating thereby that
there is a mighty army. The powers approach in fighting array; for he says
“camps,” instead of armed ranks, not only armed with weapons, but bringing
up machines o f war, with which they will demolish these walls; for the
“battering rams” are meant for these walls. The city is only to be utterly
amazed at its being surrounded by the multitude, so that, stricken with fear
before such terrible things, it may put away its lawlessness.®

® Fragments on Ezekiel (M ai, V 11.2 ,95).



CROSS
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Ambrose of Milan

God before the flesh and God in the flesh. But beware, they say, lest in assigning to Christ
two governing [parts o f the soul] or a dou ble wisdom we should seem to divide Christ. But,
when we venerate his divinity and his flesh, do we divide Christ, or, when we venerate

in him both the image o f God and the cross, do we divide him? Not at all!’

THE EMPERIAL FIGURE ANALOGY
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One may find depictions o f the im perial figures not only radiant in gold and silver and
precious materials, but also the same shape is already to be seen worked in bronze.
And the difference o f the material does not harm the worth o f the figure, nor does
participation in the lesser dim the honor o f the better, but the im perial figure equally
maghnifies any material and, in no way diminished by the material, it causes it to receive
even greater honor.®

Severius of Gabala

For just as, when the imperial statues and images are sent down and
carried into the city, the rulers and the people meet them w ith praise and

" On the Sacrament of the Lord’s Incarnation, 7.71
8 Panegyric on the Maccabees, frag. (PG 49/50.629).



fear, they are not honoring the planks, or the waxcovered tablets, but the
statue o f the Emperor, and likewise creation itself.®

RESPOND TO THE FATHERS THAT HAS BEEN
QUOTED

MINUCIUS FELIX

"Why do they endeavour with such pains to conceal and to cloak whatever they
worship? ... Why have they no altars, no temples, no acknowledged images?"
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"@yRm- hG hChEE (PP avdmet NCOELET AAP T 3891.PF Aavailh 10+, nPSAT aPuet

go79° PPAF PA9°, AG NPA PPAAN O-AT QA hCAPO ANTMPAI® P973-09° (P1 P9980NA P9170.00
&0NA PP A°Ah NhCAPO AD<7 harad A9°Ah LAP P4A04 AFPAN j@-:"°

AAHY ANET APANLT PP PPOTT 99PNt +FhhAT A2t ALLA &aha ALTAR 9° 1a.A
71C U7 AAHNCOELET Pwd-@ Z0+De- heLATP:

ORIGEN

"Being taught in the school of Jesus Christ, have rejected all images and statues."

"It 1s in consideration of these and many other such commands, that [Christians] not only
avoid temples, altars, and images, but are ready to suffer death when it is necessary, rather
than debase by any such impiety the conception which they have of the Most High God."

9 On the Washing of the Feet on Holy Thursday (ed. Wenger, 226);

10

"The language and the arguments are carefully chosen to appeal to a cultivated non-Christian audience.
There are no quotations from scripture, and nowhere in the dialogue is mention made of Christ.

Minucius Felix's remote Godhead, which can neither be seen nor represented, is the god of a philosopher
rather than the god who took human form in Christ."
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Tlhere is no comparison between our statues and the statues of the heathen, nor between our
altars, with what we may call the incense ascending from them, and the heathen altars, with
the fat and blood of the victims; nor, finally, between the temples of senseless gods,
admired by senseless men, who have no divine faculty for perceiving God, and the
temples, statues, and altars which are worthy of God"'

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

"Works of art cannot then be sacred and divine."

Al Clement 4?1474 PA@- QA pagan image 10+

"And let our seals be either a dove, or a fish, or a ship scudding before the wind, or a musical
lyre, which Polycrates used, or a ship's anchor, which Seleucus got engraved as a device; and
if there be one fishing, he will remember the apostle, and the children drawn out of the water.
For we are not to delineate the faces of idols, we who are prohibited to cleave to them; nor a
sword, nor a bow, following as we do, peace; nor drinking-cups, being temperate."?

MAD ANTFTISD A LOO OHAT PG Fre-0 hPCET KrAk ALLH KraPANtPAY:=

Let the seals be of a dove or fish or ship in full sailor of a musical lyre, such as Polycrates
used, or of a ship's anchor, like the one Seleucus had engraved in an

intaglio; or, if anyone be a fisherman, let him make an image of the Apostles and of the
children drawn out of the water. No representation of an idol may be impressed on the
ring, for we are forbidden to possess such an image, nor maya sword or bow, for we cultivate
peace, nor a drinking cup, for we practise temperance.®

TERTULLIAN

"But when the devil introduced into the world artificers of statues and of images, and of every
kind of likenesses, that former rude business of human disaster attained from idols both a
name and a development. Thenceforth every art which in any way produces an idol instantly
becomes a fount of idolatry."
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itself adulterous, and hence a patroness of its comrades; from which in other respects, too,
you derive initiation; to which, perchance, that Shepherd, will play the patron whom you
depict upon your (sacramental) chalice, (depict, I say, as) himself withal a prostitutor of the

" Against cesius vii

"2 The Paedagogus 3.11
'3 Christ the Eductor



Christian sacrament, (and hence) worthily both the idol of drunkenness, and the brize of
adultery by which the chalice will quickly be followed, (a chalice) from which you sip
nothing more readily than (the flavour of) the ewe of (your) second repentance! I, however,

imbibe the Scriptures of that Shepherd who cannot be broken."*

LACTANTIUS

Wherefore it is undoubted that there is no religion wherever there is an image. For if religion
consists of divine things, and there is nothing divine except in heavenly things; it follows that
images are without religion, because there can be nothing heavenly in that which is made
from the earth....

There is no religion in images, but a mimicry of religion. That which is true is therefore to be
preferred to all things which are false; earthly things are to be trampled upon, that we may
obtain heavenly things.
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New, feet, bloody limbs, earth, venerable wood of the cross adore Feeling , harmless
and earth soaked in blood, asking with humble lips, pour tears upon the fallen, And
sometimes devoutly in the grave, and bring me my warning. Follow me in the footsteps
of vice™

ARNOBIUS

"What then? Without these, do the gods not know that they are worshipped? ... What greater
wrong, disgrace, hardship, can be inflicted than to acknowledge one god, and yet make
supplication to something else — to hope for help from a deity, and pray to an image without
feeling?"

AH. AL £919° contextomy PAMPPO TCT APAD- vt av%hg- i context MO+ ANTLLaPAN: A
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4 On Modesty, 10
5 De Passione Domini
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10. And whence, finally, do you know whether all these images which you form and put in
the place of the immortal gods reproduce and bear a resemblance to the gods?'®

APLAT A%AT PTLPT TINEE ALLATP SPLND-

EPIPHANIUS OF SALAMIS

9. Moreover, I have heard that certain persons have this grievance against me: When I accompanied you to
the holy place called Bethel, there to join you in celebrating the Collect, after the use of the Church, I came
to a villa called Anablatha and, as I was passing, saw a lamp burning there. Asking what place it was, and
learning it to be a church, I went in to pray, and found there a curtain hanging on the doors of the said
church, dyed and embroidered. It bore an image either of Christ or of one of the saints; I do not rightly
remember whose the image was. Seeing this, and being loth that an image of a man should be hung up in
Christ's church contrary to the teaching of the Scriptures, I tore it asunder and advised the custodians of the
place to use it as a winding sheet for some poor person.
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AHYY® John Damascus A79U &ATA:-

you say that the blessed Epiphanius clearly prohibited

our images, then know that the w ork in question is forged, being

the w ork o f another and using the name o f the divine Epiphanius,
which often happens. For a father does not fight against his fellowfathers,
for they are all partakers o f the one H oly Spirit. Further,

there is the witness o f his own church, decorated w ith images u n til

the w ild and savage Leo devoured them and troubled the flock o f
Christ, trying to make the people o f God drink polluted waters.

N6 4720 iconodule A7L1PT P04 47 Lavink:

6 Against the heaten 6:10
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COUNCIL OF ELVIRA

"Pictures are not to be placed in churches, so that they do not become objects of worship and
adoration.

AlLD PhtdatI® FIC A

“Placuit picturas in ecclesia esse non debere, ne quod colitur et adoratur in parietibus depingatur”

"Pictures are not to be placed in churches, so that they do not become objects of worship and

adoration."

* "It has seemed good that images should not be in churches so that what is venerated and
worshiped not be painted on the walls."
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CHURCH FATHERS, EPIGRAPHS ON ICON
VENERATION AND ICONS EXIST

Abbreviation

006-[CONS EXIST
O 0-[CON VENERATION

THE ACTS OF JOHN.

A contemporary Gnostic text in opposition to Christian imagery contains an observation
relevant to the dichotomy that Irenaeus drew:

Having said this in a sportive manner he entered with him into his bed chamber and he saw
there the image of an man crowned and tapers and altars set before it on which he addressed
him thus: “Lycomedes, what have you to do with this image. Which of your gods is it that is

painted here I see you still live like an heathen.” And Lycomedes answered him, “He alone



is my God who hath rescued me and my wife from death, but if after God we may call men
who have done good to us gods then thou art the god who is represented in that picture
whom therefore | crown and love and reverence as having been a good guide to me in the
way.” John never as yet having seen his own face said to him, “My son you are mocking me

am | so superior to my Lord in form. How can you make me believe that this picture is like to

me?”Y

ANE/ANTE-NICENE FATHERS

00
ST.PACHOMIUS

(3RD CENTURY)

there was an icon like a large picture wearing a crown on his head the crown was glorious All

Around Its Sides Are Multicolored Images Before the Icon Were Two Great Angels

Contemplating The Lord's Image.*®

00

7 Acts of john session 5
'8 Life of Pachomius ,ch 73



ST PROCOPIUS OF SCYTHOPOLIS

"And it came to pass that, when the cross was finished and set up, then there appeared three

images upon it and there was inscribed in the Hebrew dialect over the one in the midst,
Immanuel, and over those on each side, Gabriel and Michael. Mark, being in a fright, was

anxious to have wiped out the images; but he could not, for his hand was as it were
withered. At cock-crowing came the leader, the young man spoken of to the house of Mark to
take away the cross, and when he saw it he worshipped; and he said to Mark, 'What are these
figures, and what is this superscription?' He replied, 'My lord, in the same hour that this work
was finished these images made their appearance; but I know not of whom they are the
images nor what is the inscription.' The young man, however, knew that some virtue was in
the cross: wherefore he worshipped it and wrapped it in purple, and went on his way
rejoicing, having rewarded the artificer (Mark) handsomely. And he entered with the two

bands into the city."*®

COUNCIL OF ANTIOCH

Those who are being saved should no longer stray after idols but instead should make icons

of the theandric, spotless stele of our Lord Jesus Christ.?°

METHODIUS OF OLYMPUS

"For instance, then, the images of our kings here, even though they be not formed of the more

precious materials gold or silver are honoured by all. For men do not, while they treat with
respect those of the far more precious material, slight those of a less valuable, but honour
every image in the world, even though it be of chalk or bronze. And one who speaks against
either of them, is not acquitted as if he had only spoken against clay, nor condemned for
having despised gold, but for having been disrespectful towards the king and lord himself.
The images of God's angels, which are fashioned of gold, the principalities and powers, we
make to His honour and glory."

MIRACLES OF CYRUS AND JOHN
(DIED C. 304-311)

19 Martyrdom of Procopius of Scythopolis x
20 Canon 8 , Stewart, “The apostolic canons of Antioch. An Origenistic exercise”, Revue
d’histoire Ecclésiastique, 448-449



"We shall speak further on the strengthening of the body, giving an account in a few words.
After a few days, he slept and again saw the martyrs standing before and commanding him to
accompany them. He most eagerly followed them, for he knew that to go with the saints was
not without reward. We came then to a perfect church, awesome and dazzling in form, in its
height touching the heavens, and on entering we saw a very great and wonderful icon, having
in the middle the Master Christ painted in colors, on the left our Lady the Mother of
God, on the right John the Baptist, who acknowledged [Christ] beforehand by skipping while
he was in the womb, since being within his speech could not he heard, and certain of the
glorious chorus of the apostles and prophets and the assembly of the martyrs. Among them
were the martyrs Cyrus and John, who stood before the icon, and fell down on the knees
before the Master, touching the ground with their heads, interceding for the healing of the
young man. These were the words of their petition: "Master, Lover of human kind, do you
command that we may give healing to him?" Many times they bowed down to the ground,
and uttered the words of their petition, and as the Master Christ did not nod his assent, they
ceased from their petitioning and, downcast and dejected, they came towards me, standing
not far from the icon. And when they were close, they said, "Do you see how the Master does
not want to give you healing? But do not be discouraged, for he is certainly kind to you, as he
is towards all:' After standing back for about half an hour, they departed and again besought
him. But again unsuccessful, they came back, downcast and dejected, since, as before, the
Master Christ had not given the command. And coming up they spoke to me again. A third
time they set off, saying, "Be of good courage, for now we shall certainly obtain grace; but
you also come with us and petition the Master, as you see us make petition." And, coming to
the icon a third time, they used the same gestures and words as before. And after they had
prayed for a full hour, prostrating themselves and crying out only, "Master, will you give the
command?;' Christ, in his pity, was compassionate [and nodded his assent, and he uttered
"Grant it him" from the icon. And getting up from the ground the martyrs first gave thanks to
Christ our God, who had heard their prayer."?!

21 Miracles of cyrus and john P.G 87:3557C-3560C



GROTTO OF NAZARETH??

1. H... (prostrated) ?

2. YPOAGIOTOPOM... under the holy place of M(ary?)
3. HEGRAPSAEK... I wrote there the (the names)
4. EIKOS EYKOSM... the image | adormed

S ..YTHE) of her...

...The M can be completed in many ways; but the word
“Marias” would be very appropriate at that place. ...In the
fourth line, “eikos eukosm(esa) (a)ute(s)” suggest a) two possible
translations, according to the value given to “eikos”: “1 arranged
well that which suits her”; b) “I adorned well her image.” As is
clearly seen the graffito testifies to the existence of the veneration

of Mary or of her image.

EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA

1. Since I have mentioned this city | do not think it proper to omit an account which is worthy of record for

posterity. For they say that the woman with an issue of blood, who, as we learn from the sacred Gospel,

22 Steven Bigham, Early Christian Attitudes Toward Images, 100-101


https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15687b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06655b.htm

received from our Saviour deliverance from her affliction, came from this place, and that her house is

shown in the city, and that remarkable memorials of the kindness of the Saviour to her remain there.

2. For there stands upon an elevated stone, by the gates of her house, a brazen image of a woman kneeling,
with her hands stretched out, as if she were praying. Opposite this is another upright image of a man, made
of the same material, clothed decently in a double cloak, and extending his hand toward the woman. At his
feet, beside the statue itself, is a certain strange plant, which climbs up to the hem of the brazen cloak, and

is a remedy for all kinds of diseases.

3. They say that this statue is an image of Jesus. It has remained to our day, so that we ourselves also saw it

when we were staying in the city.

4. Nor is it strange that those of the Gentiles who, of old, were benefited by our Saviour, should have done
such things, since we have learned also that the likenesses of his apostles Paul and Peter, and of Christ
himself, are preserved in paintings, the ancients being accustomed, as it is likely, according to a habit of

the Gentiles, to pay this kind of honor indiscriminately to those regarded by them as deliverers.?

BASIL THE GREAT

Moreover , both writers of words and painters many times describe clearly human
deeds of valor in war, the form e adorning them with rhetoric, the latter inscribing them

on tablets, and both arousing many to deeds o f excellence. For what the word of a
story makes present through hearing, the very same is shown silently in a picture
through im itation.?

Rise up now for me, O radiant painters of athletic achievements, and magnify the
mutilated image o f the general by your arts. The contextin which he was crowned,

28 Church History Book VII,CH 18
24 Hormily on the 40 Martyrs of Sebaste (PG 31.508D-509A),
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described more dim ly by me, you make radiant w ith the colors o f your wisdom.
Overwhelmed by you,

I will refrain from describing the m artyr’s deeds o f valor. Beaten by your strength, |
rejoice today in such a victory. | see the struggle depicted most exactly by you, w ith his
hand in the fire; | see the combatant, radiant w ith joy, depicted in your image. Let the
demons howl, as they are now struck down by the valiant deeds o f the mar tyrs now
manifest in you. Let the burning hand be once again shown as victorious over them.
May Christ, the judge o f the context, inscribe them on his list, to whom be glory to the
ages.”

or just as illum ination automatically comes from fire and fragrance

from m yrrh, so also something profitable follows necessarily

from good deeds. And it is no small thing accurately to grasp the

truth o f what is past, for the memory that comes down to us and preserves
the manly virtue o f a man in his struggles, is dim. How then

do those resemblances that are made amongst us by painters seem?

For, since they copy images from images, they as often as not depart

from the archetypes, and there is no small danger that we, if we turn

away from the very sight o f things themselves, w ill dim inish the truth.?®

00
GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS

Neither w ill I pass over Polemon.For it was a marvel much spoken of.

Formerly he was not counted among the wise,But rather was a servant o f exceedingly
shameful pleasures; Later, he was possessed by longing for the good,Having found a
counselor— I need not say who,Whether a certain wise man or even him selt—

Suddenly he was seen getting the better o f the passions,So that I shall relate one o f the
marvels concerning him . A certain profligate youth invited in a whore,Who, when she was
about to approach his door, Saw a picture o f Polemon, prominently displayed, Which
depicted him in all his venerability.Immediately she left, overcome by what she had seen,
Put to shame by the one depicted, as if he were alive.?’

25 Homily, on Barlaam the Martyr (PG 31.489AB)
26 Homily on Gordius the Martyr (493A).

2" Verses, bk. 1.10; quoted at Nicaea II



GREGORY OF NYSSA

God’s temple is brightly adorned with magnificence and is embellished with decorations,

pictures of animals which masons have fashioned with delicate silver figures. It exhibits
images of flowers made in the likeness of the martyr’s virtues, his struggles, sufferings, the
various savage actions of tyrants, assaults, that fiery furnace, the athlete’s blessed
consummation and the human form of Christ presiding over all these events. They are like a
book skillfully interpreting by means of colors which express the martyr’s struggles and
glorify the temple with resplendent beauty... These spectacles strike the senses and delight
the eye by drawing us near to [the martyr’s] tomb which we believe to be both a
sanctification and blessing. If anyone takes dust from the martyr’s resting place, it is a gift
and a deserving treasure. Should a person have both the good fortune and permission to touch
the relics, this experience is a highly valued prize and seems like a dream both to those who
were cured and whose wish was fulfilled. The body appears as if it were alive and healthy:
the eyes, mouth, ears as well as the other senses are a cause for pouring out tears of reverence
and emotion. In this way one implores the martyr who intercedes on our behalf and is an
attendant of God for imparting those favors and blessings which people seek.?®

EPIPHANIUS OF SALAMIS

FATHER OF ICONODULIA

But you will say to me, “The fathers detested the idols of the nations, but we make
images of the saints in their memory, and we prostrate ourselves in front of them in
their honor.” Precisely by this reasoning, some of you have had the audacity, after having
plastered a wall inside the holy house, to represent the images of Peter, John, and Paul
with various colors, as | can see by the inscriptions written on each of the images which
falsely bare the name [image]. The inscriptions have been written under the influence of the

painter’s insanity and according to his [twisted] way of thinking.?

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

28 IN PRAISE OF BLESSED THEODORE, THE GREAT MARTYR p.12
29 Against Those Who, Following an Idolatrous Practice, Make Images with the Intention of
Reproducing the Likeness of Christ, the Mother of God, the Angels and the Prophets, Par 3



And what he did was a teaching of piety; constantly we are constrained to recall his
discourse and to have that saint in our souls, having his name as a refuge from every
irrational passion and thought, and this happened so much that everywhere, in the
street and in the marketplace and in the fields, on all sides there echoes this name. You
experience such a longing, not only for his name but also for the figure of his body.
Whatever, therefore, you do with his name, you also fashion with his image. For many
depict that holy image on rings and drinking-cups and dishes and on bedroom walls and
everywhere, so that they not only hear his holy discourse but also see everywhere the
figure of his body, and thus have a double consolation for his departure from us.*

O "At least, what you did with names, this you practiced, too, in the case of that man's image.
For truly, many carved that holy image on finger rings and on seals and on cups and on
bedroom walls and all over the place so that one didn't just hear that holy name, but also saw
the depiction of his body all over the place and had a double consolation for his loss®!

CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA

It seems fitting to me that images should be painted in accordance with their archetypes. 32

HERMIT MARY OF EGYPT

(344-421 AD) by sophorinus

"And so I stood weeping when I saw above me the icon of the most holy Mother of God.
Not taking my eyes off her, I said, 'O Lady, Mother of God, who gave birth in the flesh to
God the Word, I know, O how well I know, that it is no honour or praise to thee when one so
impure and depraved as I look up to thy icon, O ever-virgin, who didst keep thy body and
soul in purity. Rightly do I inspire hatred and disgust before thy virginal purity. But I have
heard that God Who was born of thee became man on purpose to call sinners to repentance.
Then help me, for I have no other help. Order the entrance of the church to be opened to me.
Allow me to see the venerable Tree on which He Who was born of thee suffered in the flesh
and on which He shed His holy Blood for the redemption of sinners an for me, unworthy as I
am. Be my faithful witness before thy son that I will never again defile my body by the
impurity of fornication, but as soon as I have seen the Tree of the Cross I will renounce the
world and its temptations and will go wherever thou wilt lead me."' Thus I spoke and as if

30 Panegyric on St. Meletius (PG 50.516)
31 Select Homilies and Letters, 43
32 on Abraham and Melchisedek, chapter 6



acquiring some hope in firm faith and feeling some confidence in the mercy of the Mother of
God, I left the place where I stood praying. And I went again and mingled with the crowd that
was pushing its way into the temple. And no one seemed to thwart me, no one hindered my
entering the church. I was possessed with trembling, and was almost in delirium."

SEVERIUS OF GABALA

And I loved the picture in wax, full of piety; for I saw an angel in an icon striking the
33

companies of the barbarians.

PALLADIUS

The blessed John loved very much the episties of the most wise Paul. And a
little further on: He had a depiction o f the same apostle Paul in an icon, in
the place where he used to rest for a little while because of his bodily in fir
mity; for he was given to many vigils beyond nature. And when he had
finished his epistles,he would gaze at it and attend to him as if he were alive
and bless him , and bring the whole o f his thoughts to him ,imagining that he
was speaking with him in his contemplation. And after other words: As when
Proclus ceased speaking, he gazed at the image o f the apostle and beheld his
character to be like the one who had appeared to him [i.e., John]. Making a
reverence John, he said, pointing with his finger to the icon, “ Forgive me,
Father, the one Moreover, both writers of words and painters many times de-
scribe clearly human deeds of valor in war, the form er adorning them with
rhetoric, the latter inscribing them on tablets, and both arousing many to deeds
of excellence. For what the word o f a story makes present through hearing,
the very same is shown silently in a picture through imitation.,I saw speak ing
to you is like this; indeed, I assume that it is the very same.”3*

HELLADIUS, LIFE OF ST BASIL

that the saint was standing in front of an icon of Our Lady, in which there
was depicted a figure of the ever-praised martyr, Mercurius; he stood,
praying for the overthrow of die most godless and apostate tyrant, Julian.
From which icon he learnt this revelation: for he saw that for a litde while the

3 PG 56:407
% Dialogue on the Life of John Chrysostom



martyr disappeared, and not long afterwards [he reappeared] holding a blood-
stained spear.>®

SYMEON STYLITES 390 -459 AD)

Equally one o f the unbelievers, eager to engage in dispute, may say that because we
venerate icons in churches we are to be reckoned as praying to lifeless idols. God forbid that
we should do such a thing! For these are matters that belong to the faith o f Christians,

and our God who cannot lie works miracles. For it is not as if we venerate the surface
appearance, but, calling to mind the one depicted in the painting, we look to the invisible by
means o f the visible picture, and understand him to be present, not trusting in a God

who is not, but One who truly is, nor in the saints as non-existent, but as existing and living w
ith God, and their holy spirits as existing and by the power o f God helping those who are
worthy to entreat Othem.

35 John Malalas’ Chronicle, book 13.25,vita basil



ARCHEOLOGICAL EVIDENCES
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CATACOMB OF PRISCILLA3®

36 Catacomb of Priscella



THE SHEPHERD JESUS CHRIST

37

Catacomb of Priscilla



JESUS THE SHEPHERD ICON?®

38 Catacomb of Priscilla



CHRIST PANTOCRATOR?

3% Catacomb of Callixtus



CHRIST THE ALPHA & the omega“
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40 Catacomb of Commodila



VIRGIN MARY*'

41 Catacomb of Priscella



The female figure veiled praying *?

27207 OHY 0% HCP Lhbarm-

Among the visual images that decorated early Christian tomb chambers and stone sarcophagi
are depictions of individuals engaging in certain ritual activities... These images may even
prompt or depict ritual actions that take place in their presence.*®

42 Catacomb of Priscilla
43 Ritual & Early Christian art
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MARTIN LUTHER

for in the first commandment nothing is said about worship. . . . Thus we have no example of

punishment being inflicted on account of images and altars, but it has followed on account of
worship. We read thus that Moses’s brazen serpent remained [Num. 21:8] until Hezekiah
destroyed it solely because it had been worshiped [II Kings 18:4]. . . . But images for
memorial and witness, such as [ERNGHINGY and images of saints, are to be tolerated. This is
shown above to be the case even in the Mosaic law. And they are not only to be tolerated,
but for the sake of the memorial and the witness they are praiseworthy and honorable, as
the witness stones of Joshua [Josh. 24:26] and of Samuel (I Sam. 7[:12]).%*

so that God’s commandment is not trespassed because worship is absent, then my image

breakers must also let me keep, wear, and look at a crucifix or a Madonna, yes, even an idol’s

4 Luther’s works V. 40 : 87



image, in full accord with the strictest Mosaic law, as long as I do not worship them, but
only have them as memorials®

such a place [should] properly be a decent, hallowed place, to be entered with trepidation
and reverence because doubtlessly some saints rest there. It might even be arranged to have
religious pictures and portraits painted on the walls.*®

45 Luther’s works v 40 :88
46 | uther’s works v 43:137



