ERITREA’S “LIBERATION” REVISITED

Iconic narrative gets a new ending

“A gripping eyewitness account.”-The Nation

Against All Odds, published in 1993, is a
firsthand account of Eritrea’s 30-year fight for
independence against successive U.S.- and Soviet-
backed Ethiopian armies while reforming the
society from which it drew strength.

But old habits die hard. Faced with protests over
the slow pace of democratization, the liberation
front kept the country on a war-footing while
relying on fear, force and coercion to rule.

The New Edition chronicles the dark years
of isolation and repression, the exodus of
youth, the hope for change after a 2018 peace

with Ethiopia and the dashed expectations
that came with yet another war. It ends
with reflections on prospects for peace and
a post-dictatorship transition.

Dan Connell—a former journalist and aid-professional—is a visiting
researcher at Boston University whose work on Eritrea spans five decades.
He reported for BBC, VOA, AP, Reuters, and other media and consulted
for aid agencies and human rights groups. His books include Rethinking
Revolution, Conversations with Eritrean Political Prisoners, and the
Historical Dictionary of Eritrea.
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