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»{ Coral reefs are home to

»{ Coral reefs are hard
and feel like stone.
But they are made by

living animals.

many plants and animals.
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i{ Coral is an animal that is

wrapped inside a shell.

»{ When this animal dies,

it leaves behind its empty shell.
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more coral grows on top of

the empty coral shells.
their shells.

»{ New coral grows on top of
"{ When these coral die,
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»{ Coral live in large groups.
These groups stay in one place.

u{ After many years, the coral

shells grow higher and wider
in the water.
This makes a coral reef.
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v Coral reefs slow down moving
water and make calm places
in the ocean.

»{ Plants and animals like living
in these calm places.

Coral reefs are home to
millions of animals.
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{ Jellyfish drift past coral reefs.
Fish decide where to lay eggs.
u{ When it’s time to eat,
turtles have many choices!
There is lots of food around

coral reefs. '-
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»{ But coral reefs need help, too.
Sometimes people put
disgusting things in the oceans,
such as trash.

"{ These things make coral

reefs weaker.

They also hurt the animals

that live there.
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»{ Sometimes people drive their boats|
over coral reefs. I'
»{ This breaks some of the coral
and stops it from growing.
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./ 1{ People need to stop putting
trash in the ocean.

1{ They need to be more careful
. about driving their boats.
Making these simple changes
will help coral reefs and
all the animals that live there.
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" '/ TARGET VOCABULARY

"\ Write About It
Text to Self How did you decide what to
wear today? Did you pick out your
favorite shirt? Did you think about the
weather? Write a few sentences that tell

how you decided what to wear today.
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choices
decide
disgusting
drift

A
Vi

millions
simple
weaker
wrapped

Find ways to figure out what doesn’t

make sense.

Word

{eage, Which vocabulary word tells how
a peanut butter and meatball sandwich

would taste?
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Monitor/Clarify

Word Count: 266
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