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Proclamation No.-------- /2024
A PROCLAMATION TO REGULATE THE CIVIL AND FAMILY REGISTRATION

WHEREAS, establishing a system of civil and family registration plays a key role in planning
political, social, and economic developments based on reliable data, in providing different social

and economic services to citizens, and in making justice administration expedient and effective;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to create an accessible, comprehensive, and compulsory
civil registration and family registration system that allows citizens to register vital events

properly and in a timely manner;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to provide civil and family registration service for the
protection of national security, and for providing efficient services to citizens by the public and
private sectors;

WHEREAS, it is important to fill the gaps in the Vital Events Registration and National Identity
Card Proclamation No0.760/2012 (as amended);

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with sub-article (1) and (6) of Article 55 of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as the “Civil and family Registration regulation
Proclamation No. .... /2023”

2. Definitions

In this Proclamation unless the context otherwise requires: -

1/ “Civil Registration” means the continuous, permanent, compulsory, universal, and
confidential recording of the occurrence and characteristics of vital events about the
whole population;

2/ “Vital event” means birth, marriage, divorce, or death, and includes adoption,

acknowledgment, and judicial declaration of paternity;
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3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/
9/

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/
15/

“Register of civil status” means a register wherein particulars of civil and family
registration service are recorded by this Proclamation;

“Officer of civil status” means an officer assigned to register particulars of civil and
family registration service by this Proclamation;

“Declarant” means a person who has the responsibility to declare particulars of civil
registration and family registration by this Proclamation;

“Principal residence” means the place where an individual resides that satisfies the
provisions of Article 183 to Article 191 of the Civil Code;

“Place of Occurrence” means the place where a vital event occurred or was
implemented:

“Service” means the Immigration and Citizenship Service;

“Registration office” means an office in the lowest administrative level or structure
of a Region where the civil and family registration is carried out;

“Family registration” is a registration system which is conducted to identify
individuals in a family;

“Attainment of the majority” means attainment at the age of eighteen years, and
includes emancipation from parental custody;

“Region” means any state referred to in Article 47 of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and includes the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa city
administrations;

“Health facility” means any facility giving health services;

“Person” means any natural or juridical person;

Any expression in the masculine gender includes the feminine.

3. Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall apply on civil registration and family registration to any Ethiopian

and any foreign person residing in Ethiopia.
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Chapter Two
About Civil Registration

Section One
Oraqgans for Civil Registration

4. Registration Organ

Immigration and Citizenship Service is an independent organization with administrative

structures from the federal to the lowest administrative level that shall record, lead,

coordinate, and support the tasks of civil registration and family registration activities, and

shall administer and keep registration data organized in a national database at the national

level.

5. Officers of Civil Status

1/ The Service assigns an officer of the civil status at the lowest administrative level

who performs civil registration and family registration at the civil registration office

or birth and death registration at a health facility or divorce registration in first-

instance courts and sharia courts.

2/ An officer of civil status assigned under sub-article (1) of this Article shall, by the

provisions of this Proclamation and regulations and directives issued hereunder: -

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

9)

Registers civil and family registrations;

Transfers data or copies to the relevant organs;

Issues a certificate of civil registration to the concerned person;

Appropriately organizes and retains data and secures their confidentiality;
Prepares report and transfers to the relevant organ;

Undertakes public awareness creation activities on civil registration and family
registration;

Carry out other functions assigned to him by the Service.

3/ In Ethiopian Embassies and consulates, Refugees and Returnees Service, the

National Defence Ministry, and in Ethiopian Ships Captain the person assigned to

serve as officer of civil status shall carry out the tasks and responsibilities given to

the officer of civil status.
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6. About Ethiopian Missions

1/ The Ethiopian missions shall serve as civil registration offices for Ethiopians living
abroad; the Service shall assign officer of civil status;

2/ Civil Registration of Ethiopians residing in a country where there is no Ethiopian
embassy or consulate shall be carried out by directive to be issued by the
Immigration and Citizenship Service in consultation with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

7. Vital Events on Board Ethiopian Ships
An Ethiopian ship shall serve as a civil registration office for the registration of birth or
death that occurs on board, and the captain of the ship shall assign a staff that serves as an
officer of civil status on each voyage.

8. About Refugees

Refugees and Returnees Service will serve as a civil registration office regarding refugees

and shall assign a staff that serves as an officer of civil status.

9. Members of Defence Forces on Active Duty

The Ministry of Defence shall serve as a civil registration office for the registration of the
death of members of the defence forces on active duty; it shall assign an officer that shall

serve as an officer of civil status.

SECTION TWO
REGISTER OF CIVIL STATUS
10. Types of Reqister of Civil Status

Each register of civil status shall have its distinct code and shall be prepared in a way that
shows the distinct type of vital event to be registered and its place of registration.

11. Preparation of Register of Civil Status

1/ Any register of civil status shall be prepared and organized by the Service in the form
of a bound book, a separate sheet of paper, or with the support of an appropriate
technology;

2/ A register of civil status shall be prepared in a durable way and manageable manner

for handling.
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3/

The information recorded on the register of civil status shall be written in the
working language of the concerned regional state and the Federal Government

working language, and shall include the English language as necessary.

12. Copies of the Reqister of Civil Status

1/

2/
3/

4/

5/

Each civil registration form shall be accompanied by one detachable copy bearing
identical particulars attached to a bound book;

The detachable copy shall be sent to the concerned organs.

If the civil registration is done through technology, the data shall be immediately
transferred to the Service server.

Each form, together with its copy, shall serve only for the registration of one vital
event.

An index page showing the list of events registered according to their sequence shall

be prepared and attached to the register of civil status.

13. The Preparation and Distribution of Registers of Civil Status

1/

2/

3/

The Service shall prepare all necessary civil registration documents and forms in
collaboration with the concerned regional bodies and distribute them to all regions
and civil registration offices.

Registers of civil status to be used by the Ethiopian missions, the Ethiopian Shipping
and Logistics Services Enterprise, the Ministry of Defence, and Refugees and
Returnees Service shall be prepared and distributed by the Service.

If the civil registration is done through technology, the relevant technology
developed by the Service shall be made accessible to the entities mentioned in sub-
articles (1) and (2) of this article.

14. Conditions for the Moving of Regqisters of Civil Status from Place to Place

1/

2/

When it is found necessary for the work and when permission is granted by the
immediate supervisor the register of civil status can be moved from the civil
registration office to another place to carry out civil registration tasks;

The register of civil status moved from place to place by sub-article (1) of this article
shall be returned to the civil registration office upon completion of the registration
task.
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15. Safequarding Registers of Civil Status

1/

2/

The person entrusted to keep registers of civil status shall be responsible for
safeguarding the security of the registers of civil status;

When situations that threaten the safeguarding of the security of the Register of Civil
Status occurs, in consultation with the immediate supervisor, it is possible to move
the Register of Civil Status temporarily to a place where its security can be

safeguarded.

16. Loss, Destruction, and Damage of Register of Civil Status

1/ If the register of civil status gets lost, destructed, or damaged, the office of civil
status shall replace the register by using copies of the registration forms transferred
to the Service in accordance with sub-article (2) of article of 12 of this proclamation.

2/ Where a copy of the registration form is lost, destructed, or damaged, it shall be
replaced by the copy of the register of civil status sent to the Service.

SECTION THREE
PROCEDURES OF CIVIL REGISTRATION
SUB-SECTION ONE
COMMON PROVISIONS
17. Principle

1/ Any civil registration shall be registered in a manner that contains necessary detailed
information that can be used for legal, administrative, and statistical purposes.

2/ A civil registration shall be registered in the principal place of residence or at a place
of occurrence.

3/ No civil registration shall be registered more than once.

4/ A declarant shall appear in person before an officer of civil status to have a civil
registration.

5/ The officer of civil status, after entering the vital event and related information in the

register of civil status, shall cause the declarant to confirm the correctness of the

information in the register.
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6/

When the responsible organ of civil registration cannot carry out the civil registration
due to force majeure, registration shall be carried out at the time announced by the

Service.

18. Period of Registration

1/

2/

Unless and otherwise there is a sufficient reason for delay:

a)  Any birth shall be registered within 90 days of its occurrence;

b)  Any death shall be registered within 50 days of its occurrence;

c)  Any vital event other than birth and death shall be registered within 30 days of
its occurrence .

Where the registration of a vital event is not done within the period specified under

sub-article (1) of this Article, the declarant shall produce evidence to justify the

delay.

19. Entering of Particulars

1/

2/

3/

Any civil registration shall be registered in the register of civil status prepared in
accordance with sub-article (1) of Article of this Proclamation;

Particulars of civil registration information shall be written in the blank spaces
provided in a registration form of the register of civil status or application system
developed for a technology-based registration system.

The particulars of civil registration information shall be written clearly and without

abbreviation, erasure, overwriting, or any other additional words.

20. Prohibition

1/

2/

3/

4/
5/

No words other than the particulars specifically provided for in this Proclamation or
directive issued hereunder may be written on the forms of a register of civil status.
Not registering a civil registration within the timeline provided by this proclamation
or appropriate regulation is prohibited.

Submitting a forged document or hiding an accurate document regarding civil and
family registration information is prohibited.

Using a forged civil registration certificate is prohibited.

Counterfeiting or falsifying civil registration certificate is prohibited
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21. Voiding Forms

If a form for the registration of civil status prepared in a bounded book form has been
skipped or left unutilized by mistake or if, on account of erasure or for any other cause, a
recording must be redone, the form shall be voided by drawing two crossing lines; and the
phrase "Form not Utilized" shall be written on its backside.

22. Confirmation and Approval of Records

1/ Any declarant of civil registration information shall confirm, by signing, the validity
of particulars written on the register of civil status.

2/ The officer of civil status shall confirm the completeness of records and approve by
signing.

23. Signature

A person required to confirm the particulars written on a register of civil status accordance

with sub-article (1) of Article 23:

1/ shall sign in writing;

2/ if he is unable to sign in writing, he shall put his fingerprint on the registration form;

3/ if unable to sign in writing and with his fingerprints due to a disability, the reasons
why he is unable to sign shall be described and a person of his choice shall sign for
him in the presence of witnesses;

4/ if the civil registration is done through technology, it shall be signed through the
technological system provided.

SUB-SECTION TWO
REGISTRATION OF BIRTH
24. Particulars of Records of Birth

The records of birth registration shall contain the following particulars:

1/ the civil registrant’s full name, sex, date, month, and year of birth, place of birth,
type of birth (whether single or more), and aid rendered during birth;

2/ the child’s parents’ full name, date (day, month, and year) of birth, place of birth,
place of principal residence, marital status, citizenship, the signature of the declarant;

3/ where the declarant is one of the parents of the child, he shall present evidences that

enable him to be a declarant;
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4/

5/

6/

7/

notwithstanding the provision in sub-article (3) of this article, where it is proved that
the declarant parent is unable to provide the required evidence, it shall be recorded
and signed only by the parent that came to declare and the details of its execution
will be determined by regulations;

where the declarant is other than the parent of the child, the guardian’s or custodian’s
full name, relation with the child, sex, date (day, month, and year) of birth, place of
birth, principal place of residence, and signature;

name and signature of the officer of the civil status, seal of the civil registration
office, and date (day, month, and year) of registration; and

other necessary particulars as may be determined by the Service.

25. Particulars of Records of Birth of a Child Whose Parents are Unknown

The records of birth registration of a child whose parents are unknown shall contain: -

1/

2/

the name given to the child, sex, estimated age of the child, and the date (day, month,
and year) and place in which the child was found; and
a phrase “a child whose parents are unknown” on the backside of the registration

form.

26. Obligation to Register Birth

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

The parents are obliged to register the birth of a child as per the given due date in this
proclamation;

If his parents are not present, the custodian or guardian of the child is obliged to
register the birth of the child;

Where his parents are unknown, any person knows such condition shall have the duty
to report same to the nearest police or other relevant government organ;

A police officer or any other government organ that has received a report in
accordance with sub-article (3) of this Article shall have the duty to declare the birth
to the officer of the civil status of the nearest civil registration office within ten days
from the date of receipt of the report;

Regarding children living on the street, the relevant government organ given
responsibility concerning children living on the street shall have the duty to declare

the birth to the officer of the civil status of the nearest civil registration office;
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6/

7/

If the birth occurred in a prison, the institution shall make the mother of the child get
the birth of her child registered;

If the birth occurred in boarding school or any other communal dwelling place, the
person who is in charge of such institution shall declare the birth for registration.

27. About the Name

1/

2/

The officer of civil status, prior to the registration of birth, shall enquire about the
name given or intended to be given by the declarant;

Where the name is not disclosed or the name given is contrary to the law or the
society’s culture and custom, the officer of the civil status shall ask the declarant to

tall him or change the name.

28. Place of Registration of Birth

1/

2/

The place of registration of birth of a child shall at the civil registration office the
principal place of residence of the parents, guardians, or custodians of the child or at
the civil registration office or health facility where the birth occurred.
The place of registration of birth of a child whose parents are unknown shall be the
nearest civil registration office to the place where the child was found.

29. Place of Registration of Adoption, Acknowledgement, and Judicial declaration of

paternity
The place of registration of adoption, and acknowledgment of a child's judicial declaration

of paternity shall be at the civil registration office nearest to the court that passed the

decision or the civil registration office nearest to the principal place of residence of the

declarants.
30. Notification of Birth

1/

2/

Where birth takes place in a health facility, the facility shall forthwith prepare
notification paper containing the relevant particulars and hand it over to the person
having the duty to declare the birth.

Where birth takes place outside of a health facility, the health facility structure or
professional found in the lowest administrative unit shall immediately fill the
appropriate particulars on a form and notify the civil registration office found at the

place where the birth occurred.
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3/

The notification paper of birth registration given under sub-article (1) of this article
shall have no legal effect unless presented to the officer of civil status and the officer

of civil status issues a birth certificate.

SUB-SECTION THREE
REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGE

31. Particulars of Records of Marriage

The records of marriage shall contain the following particulars:

1/

2/
3/
4/
5/

6/

The couples’ full name, date (day, month, and year) of birth, place of birth, principal
residence, citizenship, full name and signature of witnesses;

The date (day, month, and year), place, and form of the marriage;

The couples’ or their delegates' signature;

Evidence presented indicating the marriage was performed the case may be;

The name and signature of the officer of civil status, the seal of the office of civil
registration, the date (day, month, and year) of registration and+

Any other necessary evidence as may be determined by the Service.

32. Obligation to Declare Marriage

1/

2/

3/

4/

Where marriage is performed before an officer of civil status, the officer of civil
status shall immediately register the marriage;

Where marriage is performed by religious or customary ceremony, the couples shall
present to an officer of civil status, for registration, the evidence of the marriage
referred to in Article 34 of this Proclamation and get the marriage registered;
Notwithstanding the provision of this sub article 2 of this article, one of the spouse or
a legal representative can register the marriage after the marriage has taken place, if
permitted by law;

Where the marriage is performed by a delegate and where evidence is presented from
the relevant justice organ, one of the couples can appear and get the marriage
registered.

33. Place of Registration of Marriage

The place of registration of marriage shall be the civil registration office found in the place

where the marriage is performed, the place where either of the couples had used to reside
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as their place of principal residence or the principal residence of the parents or close
relative of either of the couples.

34. Evidence of Religious or Customary Marriage

1/ Where the marriage is performed by religious or customary practice, the religious
institution or the elders who have observed the marriage shall immediately provide
the couples with evidence of the marriage containing the following: -

a)  the full names, ages, and principal residences of the couples;
b)  the date (day, month, and year) and place of the marriage; and
c) the names, principal residences, and signatures of the witnesses.
2/ The officer of civil status shall take the evidence of the marriage performed by a

religious and customary practice and register the marriage.

SUB-SECTION FOUR
REGISTRATION OF DIVORCE
35. Particulars of Records of Divorce

The records of divorce shall contain the following particulars: -

1/ The full names of the divorcing partners, their date (day, month, and year) and place
of birth, their principal residence, their citizenship, the reason for the divorce, the
date (day, month, and year) and place in which the divorce took place;

2/ The date (day, month, and year) and place of conclusion of the marriage;

3/ An evidence or decision provided by the competent court or organ authorized by
court or law on the completion of divorce;

4/ The name and signature of the officer of the civil status, the seal of the office of civil
registration, and the date (day, month, and year) of registration; and

5/ Other necessary information may be determined by the Service.

36. Obligation to Declare Divorce

The divorcing partners, one of them, or the delegate of the divorcing partner shall present
the evidence of the decision as mentioned in sub-article (3) of Article 35of this
proclamation to an officer of the civil status for registration of the divorce within 30 days

from the date of the divorce decision.
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37. Place of Registration of Divorce

The place of registration of divorce shall be the nearest civil registration office to the place

where the divorce took place or the place of principal residence of the divorcing partners.

38. Evidence of Divorce

39.

40.

1/

2/

Any court that has rendered a decision on divorce shall forthwith provide copies of
the decision to the divorcing partners.
Any institution can provide services associated with evidence of divorce only when

the user provides it with a certificate of divorce.

SUB-SECTION FIVE
REGISTRATION OF DEATH

Particulars of Records of Death

The records of death shall contain the following particulars:

1/
2/

3/

4/

The full name, title, sex, age, occupation, principal residence, and of the deceased,;
Date (day, month, and year), place, and cause of the death, and a reference to
evidence of the death, if any;

The name and signature of the officer of the civil status, the seal of the civil
registration office, and the date (day, month, and year) of registration; and

Other necessary information as may be determined by the Service.

Obligation to Declare Death

1/

2/

3/

Any person who used to live with the deceased shall declare the death for
registration;

In the absence of persons who used to live with the deceased, his relatives by
consanguinity or affinity, in the absence of these, any person who knows his death
shall declare the death for registration;

The person who have an obligation to declare the death for registration according to
sub-articles (1) and (2) of this Article shall according to sub-articles (5) of Article 42
of this proclamation declare the death for registration based on the notification of the
death given by a religious institution or Edir or declare the information he knows and

get is registered when notification is not given by these structures;
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41.

42.

4/

Any police who have received a report on the death of a person by accidental or
unknown cause and whose identity is not known shall declare the death for

registration within five working days following the date of receiving of the report.

Death of Member of Defence Force on Active Duty

The death of a member of the defence force on active duty shall be declared, for

registration, by the commanding officer of his unit to the officer assigned by the Ministry

of Defence to act as an officer of civil status.

Death Occurring in Common Dwelling Place, Prison or Health Facility

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

If a person dies in a boarding school or in any other common dwelling place, the
person who oversees such institution or an organ delegated to declare the death for
registration by the institution shall declare the death for registration within five
working days:

If a person dies in prison or if a death sentence is executed, the head of the prison
shall declare the death for registration within five working days.

Where a death occurs in a health facility or a corpse is brought to it for examination,
the head of the facility shall forthwith prepare a notification paper of death
containing the name, sex, and date (day, month, and year) of birth of the deceased,
the date (day, month and year), place and cause of death and other related
information and give the certificate to the person having the responsibility of
declaring the death for registration;

The notification of death given under sub-article (3) of this Article shall have no
legal effect unless presented to the officer of civil status and given a death certificate;
Where a death occurs outside a health facility, the health facility structure or
professional in the lowest administrative structure shall forthwith fill a notification
form containing relevant particulars and declare it to the civil registration office
nearest to the place of occurrence of the death;

The religious institution or Edir in which the burial ceremony took place shall give
written notification of the death to the person having the responsibility of declaring
the death for registration;

Charity organizations shall declare a death occurring in their organization, for

registration, to the nearest civil registration office.
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43.

44,

45,

Death of Several Persons by Accident

Where several persons die simultaneously due to an accident, the death of a person who

disappeared thereafter shall be registered upon presentation of evidence issued by the

organ that has investigated the occurrence of the accident and the presence of that person

among the victims during the accident.

Place of Reqgistration of Death

1/

2/

3/

The place of registration of death shall be the nearest civil registration office or
health facility to the principal residence of the deceased or the place of occurrence of
the death;

Where the identity or principal residence of the deceased is unknown, the place of
registration of death shall be the nearest civil registration office to the place where
his corpse was found;

The place of registration of death referred to under sub-article(1) of Article 42 of this
Proclamation shall be the nearest civil registration office to the institution declaring
the death.

Absence

1/

2/

Any person who has, upon submitting an application to the competent court in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Civil Code, obtained a judicial
declaration on the absence or death of a person shall present a copy of the judgment,
for registration of death, to the officer of civil status of the nearest civil registration
office to the last principal residence of the person whose absence or death has been
declared.

The records of death registered in accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article shall
be cancelled where the officer of civil status receives another judgment rendered by a

competent court revoking the previous judgment declaring absence.
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46.

SECTION FOUR
COPIES AND CERTIFICATE OF CIVIL REGISTRATION

Transfer of Copies of Records

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

Where the civil registration is done in bound book, the officer of civil status shall
send a copy of the registration form to the appropriate regional organ within 45 days
following the date of registration;

Where the civil registration is completed through technology, the officer of the civil
status shall upon the completion of the civil registration forthwith send it to the
Service;

The Service shall send copies of the registration form it has received in accordance
with sub-article (2) of this Article to the appropriate regional organ;

The appropriate regional organ shall send copies of the registration form it has
received in accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article to the Service within 30
days following the date of receipt.

An Ethiopian embassy or consulate shall send copies of the registration form to the
Service within 30 days following the date of completion of the civil registration;
Where the civil registration is completed through technology, the officer of civil
status shall upon the completion of the civil registration forthwith send it to the
Service;

The Ministry of Defence shall send copies of each of the registration forms of the
death of a member of the defence force on active duty to the Service; Where the civil
registration is completed through technology, the officer of civil status shall upon the
completion of the civil registration forthwith send it to the Service;

The captain of an Ethiopian ship shall send copies of the registration form to the
Ethiopian Shipping and Logistics Services Enterprise within 30 days following the
date of completion of the civil registration; the Ethiopian Shipping and Logistics
Services Enterprise shall send copies of the registration within 30 days of the receipt
to the Service; Where the civil registration is completed through technology, the
officer of civil status shall upon the completion of the civil registration forthwith

send it to the Service;
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47.

48.

8/

9/

The refugees and returnees service shall send copies of the registration form to the
Service within 30 days of the completion of the civil registration; Where the civil
registration is completed through technology, the officer of civil status shall upon the
completion of the civil registration forthwith send it to the Service;

The appropriate federal organ shall, upon receiving copies of the civil registration
form in accordance with this Article, send particulars selected for statistical purposes
to the Ethiopian Statistical Service within 30 days following the date of receiving.
Where the civil registration is completed through technology, it shall forthwith send

particulars selected for statistical purposes to the Ethiopian Statistical Service.

Preparation of Certificate of Civil Registration

1/
2/

3/

4/

The Service prepares a civil registration certificate;

A certificate of civil registration shall contain the essential and selected particulars
registered in the register of civil status pursuant to the relevant provisions of this
Proclamation;

Certificate for the Federal civil registration organs shall be prepared in the federal
government working language and in English;

Certificate for the Regions civil registration organs shall be prepared in the official

language of the region and federal working language; if necessary, in English.

Issuing Certificate of Civil Reqgistration

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

A certificate of registration of birth shall be given to the person who has declared the
birth in accordance with this Proclamation.

A certificate for acknowledgment of a child and judicial declaration of paternity shall
be given to the person who has acknowledged the child and who is declared a father
by the court of law in accordance with this proclamation.

A certificate of registration of marriage shall be prepared in two copies and be given
to each spouse.

A certificate of registration of divorce shall be prepared in two copies and be given to
each divorcing partner.

A certificate of registration of death shall be given to the person entitled to receive it

in accordance with this Proclamation.
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49.

50

51.

52.

53.

6/ A certificate of civil registration of adoption shall be given to the person who has
declared the adoption in accordance with this Proclamation.

Payment for Certificate

1/ A certificate of civil registration shall be given when the service charge prescribed by
a regulation to be passed by the council of ministers in accordance with this
proclamation paid;

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions under sub-articles (1) of this Article, a person that
performs civil registration within the time limit stated in Article 18 of this
Proclamation shall be given a certificate of civil registration free of charge;

Probative Value

The certificate of registration issued in accordance with Article 49 of this Proclamation
shall have equal probative value as the records of the register of civil status.

SECTION FIVE
CORRECTION OF RECORDS OF REGISTER OF CIVIL STATUS
Correction of Clerical Mistakes

1/ The officer of civil status shall, at the request of an interested party, make corrections
that do not cause fundamental meaning change in the particulars of a register of civil
status;detail implementation shall be determined by the directive to be issued by the
service.

2/ Where the correction involves the cancellation of a word or number, the cancellation
shall be carried out in a manner that the word or number remains legible.

3/ Where the correction affects all copies of the registration form, the officer of civil
status shall give notice of the same to all bodies which have already received such
copies.

Other Corrections

Corrections in particulars registered in a register of civil status, other than those involving
clerical mistakes, may not be corrected except by virtue of a judgment given by a court.

Application for Correction

An application for the correction of particulars registered in a register of civil status may be

made to a court by the public prosecutor, officer of civil status, or any interested person.
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54,

55.

56.

Decision of the Court

1/

2/

The court may, upon examining the application submitted to it in accordance with
Article 53 of this Proclamation, decide on the correction of the previous record or the
drawing up of a new record.

A judgment rendered pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article shall have equal
probative value as the register of civil status until the record is corrected or a new

record is drawn up in accordance with Article 55 or Article 56 of this Proclamation.

Manner of Corrections

1/

2/

3/

The particulars of correction which is decided by the court shall be cancelled in the
register of civil status in a manner that makes them remain legible.

The replaced particulars or the new ones added in the register shall be entered on the
back of the registration form, with a reference to the judgment of the court.

The officer of civil status shall, with reference to the judgment of the court, give
notice of the corrections to all organs that have already received copies of the

registration form.

Drawing up a New Record

1/

2/

3/

4/

Where the correction of a record entails substantial changes, the court may order the

annulment of the record and the drawing up of a new record in its place.

Where a correction is made pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article:

a) the previous registration form shall be cancelled and a reference to the
judgment of the court and the new record shall be made on its backside;

b)  a reference to the judgment of the court and the previous record shall be made
on the back side of the new registration form.

Where a new record is drawn up pursuant to this Article:

a) copies of the registration form shall be sent to the relevant organs in
accordance with Article 46 of this Proclamation;

b)  replacement certificate of registration shall be issued to the interested person in
accordance with Article 48 of this Proclamation.

When a court passes judgment for the correction or the annulment of the record and

the drawing up of a new record in its place, the correction or the new registration
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S7.

58.

59.

60.

61.

shall be done according to the court judgment within 30 days of the passing of the

court judgment.

CHAPTER THREE
FAMILY REGISTRATION

Obligation to family registration

Every Ethiopian citizen shall declare his/her family member in the family registration form
or on the digital applications prepared by the service.

Family registration organ

The service shall register, coordinate, and administer the family registration data and
archive it in the national data server.

Contents of Family Reqistration

The family registration form shall contain the following contents:
1/ Full name

2/ Former name if any

3/ Birth date

4/ Place of birth

5/ Place of residence

6/  Sex

7/ Marriage status

8/ Occupation

9/ Nationality

10/ Biometric data

11/ Family relationship and

12/ Other necessary information

Data registration

1/ Every family registration shall be registered in the registration form prepared for this
purpose.

2/ Family registration data entered in the registration form must be registered on the
digital application system.

Family registration period
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62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

1/ Every family shall register his/her family member within 30 days unless and
otherwise he/she has tangible reasons to delay.

2/ The family shall present the reason for the dalliance of the registration to the officer
if it was not done on time as per sub-article (1) of this article.

Notification

Every family head shall notify the civil registration officer when the family member leaves

or separated from the family.

Correction of Clerical Mistakes
1/ The family registration officer shall correct the clerical mistakes at the request of the

person concerned in the form that does not cause a fundamental change of meaning.
The detailed implementation shall be determined by the directive to be issued.
2/ The family registration officer shall immediately notify the correction to the Service.

Other Corrections

It is prohibited to make other corrections regarding the information of the family register,
other than clerical mistakes, unless and otherwise, it is the court's decision.

Application for Correction

An application may be made to the court by the family head or by declarants or any person

concerned with the matter to correct the information registered in the family register.

Decision of the Court

1/ The court may examine the application submitted in accordance with article 65 of
this proclamation and decide that the previous registration should be corrected or a
new registration should be carried out.

2/ A court decision issued in accordance with sub-article (1) this article shall serve as
evidence of equal weight to the information of the previous record until a correction
is made or a new registration is made in accordance with article 67 of this
proclamation.

Manner of Correction

1/ The information registered shall be deleted by line on it so that it can be readable;
2/ The information to be replaced in place or any additional information shall be

registered by mentioning the decision of the court;
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68.

69.

3/

The family registration officer shall notify the Service about the corrected

information by citing the court’s decision.

CHAPTER FOUR
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Accessibility of Information

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/
6/

Subject to the provisions of other relevant laws regarding the protection of personal
information, it is prohibited to disclose or hand over the personal information
collected by this proclamation to another person without the consent of the person
registered or declarant or the concerned individual.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this article, information collected
regarding civil registration or family registration may be disclosed or transferred to
the relevant body authorized by law or by court order.

Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (2) of this Article, information
specific to an individual shall not be handed over to another body or use it for any
other purpose.

Where disclosure of information specific to an individual is likely to prejudice public
interest, such information may not be disclosed to any other person irrespective of
the consent of the person registered or declarant or the concerned individual.

The Service shall send selected statistical data to the Ethiopian Statistical Service.
Person entitled to obtain information specific to an individual by virtue of the
consent of the individual or the declarant or an order of the competent court shall be
provided with the information upon payment of the service fee prescribed by
regulation issued based on this Proclamation.

Loss or Damage of Civil Reqgistration Certificate or National Identity

Card

1/

When any person whose civil registration certificate is lost or damaged:

a)  Presents evidence from the police stating that his civil registration certificate is
lost or damaged,;

b)  Presents the damaged civil registration certificate together with his application;

and
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70.

71.

72.

73.

c)  When the applicant pays the service fee prescribed by regulation issued based
on this Proclamation, shall be replaced and issued.

2/ When a civil registration certificate given under legal provisions and customary
practices formerly in effect has been lost or damaged, a replacement certificate shall
be given upon fulfilment of preconditions listed in sub-article 1 of this Article by
taking the necessary information from the former register of civil status;

3/ Any person who finds a civil registration certificate shall hand them over to the
registration office or to the nearest police station;

4/ Upon receiving the information provided under paragraph (a) of sub-article (1) of
this article, the Service shall register the loss of the civil registration certificate in the
central database to ensure that not to be used for illegal purposes.

Managing and Safequarding of Data

1/ The data gathered in relation to civil registration shall be kept properly to make them
easily accessible for use.

2/ The data shall be protected from cyber-attacks, theft, or other similar criminal
offenses.

3/  The document containing the data shall be protected from natural or manmade
damages.

4/  The documents shall be kept in a place where there is sufficient air and light to
protect registered data from risks of fading and other damages.

5/

Backlog registration

The Service shall set a backlog clearance system to record civil and family registration not
registered based on the existing laws or traditional practices.

Penalty

Whosoever fails to declare civil registration or family registration registration in
accordance with the provisions of this Proclamation or fails to observe any other
requirement provided in relation to this, shall be guilty of an offense and be punishable
with simple imprisonment not exceeding six months or with a fine ranging from five
hundred to five thousand Birr.

Transitory Provisions
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74.

75.

76.

Civil registration process and evidence provided on the basis of the existing laws or

customary practices shall remain valid as long as they are not contrary to relevant laws.

Access to services

Any person who has been issued a civil registration certificate or national identification

card from the Service, has the right to access services from the registration office where a

copy of the registration exists.

Repealed laws

1/

2/

3/

Vital Events Registration and National ID proclamation no. 760/2012 (as amended)
is hereby repealed.

Any law or customary practice inconsistent with this Proclamation shall not be
applicable with respect to matters provided for by this Proclamation.

Except the articles related to National ID regulations and directives issued pursuant
to the vital events registration and national identification proclamation no. 760/2012
shall remain in force until they are formally replaced by new ones as long as they are

not inconsistent with this proclamation.

Power to Issue Regulation and Directive

1/

2/

The Council of Ministers shall issue regulations necessary for the implementation of
this Proclamation.

The Service shall issue directives necessary for the implementation of this
Proclamation and regulation issued in accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article.

77. Effective Date

Gazeta.
Done at Addis Ababa,on this ------------ day of ------- , 2024

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date of publication in the Federal Negarit

SAHLEWORK ZEEDIE
PRESIDENT OF
THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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