Anthropology Demystified

—

Q.10 What do you understand by the term Homo sapiens? Give an account of the distﬁbmhn
physical features of the earliest fossils of Homo sapiens. PR o ale

e
Homo sapiens, meaning ‘wise man’ is the only extant species of the genus Homo.

There are a series of African and Eurasian fossil

yet are not exactly the same as mod
archaic H. sapiens.

Geographical Distribution

s that are different from H. erectus and H. neandertha
ern H. sapiens. Following Wolpoff's lead, these are referred to

lensis, ang
as ear ly or
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Features of early fossils

1. Cro-Magnon Man figent doy Rindwps & (anotey ipland U hisley od 3
L.1. Discovery — In 1868 by Lartef, in the Torm of Tive skeletons found from a caye in Cro-Me
1.2. Time Span —40,000-30,000 years ago i
1.3. Cranial Capacity — 1550-1650 cc
1.4. Skull
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Parietal
eminence
Short Dolichocephalic
Face skull

Marked chin
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1.5. Dentition — Parabolic dental arcade, dental formula - 2,1,2,3 and small sized teeth

9 S 9dey

1.6. Postcranial anatomy — Longer hind limbs indicate efficient bipedalism. It had

: amuscular and tall built, with
height estimated to be around 170-180 cm.

7. GrimaldiMan Grrdpud by  BnHm poheniobd 2 andme 4 &?w“‘ YO G BUWPe Mjnau'amhn
2.1. Discovery —In 1901, in the form of two skeletons found from Grimaldi (Italy)
2.2. Time Span — 25,000 years ago
2.3. Cranial Capacity — 1250-1450 cc
2.4. Skull

Hyper-
Dolichocephalic
Short skull
Face
Broad Thick Jaw

Less developed chin

2.5. Dentition — Same as Cro-Magnon, but with relatively larger sized teeth

2.6. Postcranial anatomy — Hind limbs are very much longer than fore limbs, again indicating efficient bipedalism.
Its height is estimated to be around 150-160 cm.

3. Chancelade Man (npidyrud Uz hat guen sint 15 EABIMe) dan A physiod ¢ Labbuyed Gin 8

3.1. Discovery —In 1888, in the form of a male skeleton found buried in a flexed position with knees touching
the jaw

3.2. Time Span - 17,000-12,000 years ago
3.3. Cranial Capacity — 1500-1700 cc
3.4, Skull
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Saggital
keel

Dolichocephalic
skull
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cheek bones

Long
Face

3.5. Dentition —Same as Cro-Magnon

3.6. Postcranial anatomy — The limb bones are strong and massive, with upper limbs comparative|

y longer. Its
height is estimated to be around 150-160 cm. g

el
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Cultural Features

Both Cro-Magnon and Grimaldi Man are associated with the Aurignacian culture o{fEu;opean Upper Palaeo'ithig
Their tool kit included blade flakes and bone tools. Cave paintings have also been found.

‘Chancelade Man is associated with Magdalenian culture that succeeded Aurignacian culture. Tool kit includeg
blade and bone tools like harpoons, needles, hooks.

Phylogenetic Status

The phylogenetic status of Cro-Magnon m

an remains unclear, as similar fossils have been found from Affica ang
Europe, but both dating to different time p

eriods.
The Grimaldi man is comparable t

o the modern Africans, es
it to the Bushmen and the Hotte

ntots of South Africa.
The Chancelade man is believed to be the
believed that with the retreat of gl
modern Eskimo population.

pecially in terms of limb proportions.Boulehas compared

ancestor of modern Eskimo

s, due to similar morphological:
aciation, these ancestors moved fro '

m Europe to North An
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Human Evolutionnry Tree

Out of Africa and Multiregj

humans, Both agree th iginated in Africa and expanded to
but they differ in explaini igi

t of Afri 1 thesi

Early major proponents of this theory were led by Britis
migration oyt of Africa happened about 100,000 years ago, in which an

conquered the world tely replacing archaic human populations (Homo Sapieng) ?ﬁ‘
implies that Home sapiens sapiens emerged only from one place, that is Africa, from Where th
of the world,
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