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Topic:

BURNINGINCENSE

BibleText:Numbers16:17

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

Prayer

FatherinthemightynameofJesus,wecomebeforeyourthronethisevening,asweare
abouttostartourtoday'sstudymayyoukindlyintervene,empoweryourservantwith
revelationalmessagetoday,mayyouwhisperinhisearstoday,father,mayyourglory
shinethiseveninginJesusmightynameIpray,Amen.

Study

Iwelcomeyouallonceagaintotonight'sstudyinthenameofourLordandSavior
JesusChrist.ouseebrethren,ourlivesarelikemirrorswhichreflecttheimageof
whomeveritisfrequentlyexposedto,wecanbeexposedtothestandardofthisworld
andbeareflectionofthedevil,andwecanalsoexposeourlivestothewordofGodand
lookexactlylikeGod.OurbodiesarelivingsacrificesontoGod.Weallknow whata
sacrificeis,itisanofferinguntoGodorgods.ItcansendanaromaorstenchtoGod,it
dependsonwhicheveroneyoudecidetooffer.Thatiswhytonight'sstudy,wouldhelp
ustoreflectonourlives,throughanotherlensoftheSpirit,becauseIt'spainfulthattoo
oftenwehideourselvesfrom ourselveslestthesightofourselvesshouldsicken
ourselves.Butifwecontinuetohide,andnottakeresponsibilityforouractionsinother
toamendourways,whenarewegoingtobelikeChrist?
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Numbers16:17KJV

Andtakeeverymanhiscenser,andputincenseinthem,andbringyebeforetheLord
everymanhiscenser,twohundredandfiftycensers;thoualso,andAaron,eachofyou
hiscenser.

Therearealotofthingstobelearnedfrom thebeginningofthischapterdowntothis
verseandbeyond,pleaseifyouareheretonight,Iwantyoutopaycloseattentiontothis
study.ItwasMosesthatwasspeakingabove,therewasareasonwhyMosestoldthese
250leadersofIsraeltotaketheircenserswithincensesandcomebeforetheLordGod
ofIsrael.AsIgoon,IassumethatweallknowthekindoflivesthepeopleMoseswas
leadingwereliving.Itisthatwhichcanfrustratealeader,anunbelieving,faithless,
rebelliousanddisobedientlife.Yet,Godtoldhim toleadthem outofEgypttothe
promisedland.Now whatbroughtabouttheincensematterbetweenMosesandthe
250leaders,hereisabackground.Firstly,

Whatisacenser?

Itisvesselforburningincense;especiallyacoveredincenseburnerswungonchainsin
areligiousritual,Iknowmanyofuswouldhavewatchedallthesehistoricalfilmsbefore
wegaveourlivestoChrist.Theymostlymakeuseofcensers.Secondly,

Whatisanincense?

Itisasubstancethatisusedofteninreligiousceremoniestoproduceastrongand
pleasantsmellwhenitisburned.

Withthis,wehaveabetterunderstandingofwhatMosestoldthem tocarry.These
censersarecarriedwithincensesplacedinthem,andwhenfireissetonit,thenit
beginstoproducepleasantsmelltoGod,thatwashowitwasthen.Althoughthesedays
thosewhoconjurespirits,thosewhodomagic,sorcerers,amongothersnow make
moreuseofit.ButthenduringthetimeofMoses,theyuseittocallGod'sattentionand
todraw Him closer.Ifwereadfrom chapter1,wewouldseethatKorah,Dathanand
Abiram spareheadedarebellionagainstMosesandAaron.Wewouldnotgodeeplyinto
thatfortonight,butwewouldheadtowardstheaspectthatconcernstonight'sstudy.

Pleaselistentothiscarefully,

Korahwasfrom thedescendantsofLevi,thedescendantsofLeviarecalledtheLevites,
andtheLevitesarethosewhom theLordhaschosentooverseeHistabernacleand
thingspertainingtoit,theyweretooffersacrificesonbehalfofthepeople,theywere
theonestocareforthetemple.Andbecauseoftheseandmoreduties.Godordered
them nottodoanyjob.Theirsistoalwaysbeinthetemple.Now,amongtheLevites,
Godthenchoseaparticularfamily,whoaretoserveaspriests,thatis,leadersofthe
Levites,partofthedutiesofthepriestsistoburnincenses,anditisonlytheHighpriest
thatmustgotomeettheLordintheHolyofHoliesonceinayeartooffersacrificesfor
thesinsofthewholenation.AndthisfamilyappointedbyGodwasthefamilyofAaron.
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Thatistosay,allpriestsareLevites,butnotallLevitesarepriests,SoGodseparated
theLevitesandmadethem holyforHisuse.Butdon'tforgetthatwearemadetoknow
thatKorahwasaLevitebutnotfrom thefamilyofAaron,sohewasnotentitledtobea
priest.Andbecauseofthis,hegotjealousand gathered250leadersofIsraelincluding
DathanandAbiram whowerefrom thetribeofReuben.TorebelagainstMosesand
Aaronchallengingtheirauthorityoverthem.Numbers16:3KJV Andtheygathered
themselvestogetheragainstMosesandagainstAaron,andsaiduntothem,Yetaketoo
muchuponyou,seeingallthecongregationareholy,everyoneofthem,andtheLordis
amongthem:whereforethenliftyeupyourselvesabovethecongregationoftheLord?

Inotherwords,theysaidMosesandAaron,"You'veoversteppedyourself,thatisyou
havepassedyourboundaries.Thisentirecommunityisholy,weareallholyandGodis
inourmidst.Sowhydoyouactlikeyou'retheboss,orlikeyou'rerunningthewhole
show?"Hmm,whataninsult!

Issomeonefollowingmeplease..Kai!!!

PleaseIwouldlikeeveryonetoreadthewholechapter,Iwon'tbeabletosayallwhat
happenedthere.Buttobecandid,thesepeoplepassedtheirboundariesandspoke
againstthemenGodhasplacedoverthem,becauseofjealousyandpride.Itevengotto
theextentthatMosescalledsomeofthem,DathanandAbiram tocomebeforehim,
andtheytoldhim pointblankthattheywillnotcomeNumbers16:12AndMosessentto
callDathanandAbiram,thesonsofEliab,andtheysaid,Wewillnotcomeup.

Hmm,brethren,wheneverjealousyandpridetakesoveraman,conspiracy,bitterness
anddisobediencewillnotbefarfetched.Thisisexactlyhowitisthesedaystoo,many
people are notafraid to speak againstGod's true servants,they are rebellious,
disobedient,fullofpride,andstrongheaded.Dothesemenstillneedasoothsayerto
tellthem MosesandAaronwerechosenbyGod,afterallwhatGoddidthroughthem to
delivertheIsraelitesfrom Egypts,howHesentplaguestotheEgyptians,howHeparted
theredsea,howHeremovedwaterfrom therock,andhowHealsokilled23,000people
whocomplainedagainstHim.YettheysaidMosesandAaronwerebehavinglikeboss,
whichmeansthattheyarenottheirleadersandarenotrecognizedbythem.Kai!!!!They
startedcomparingthemselveswithMosesandAaronbecauseGodwasusingsomeof
them.Listen,therearesomepeoplewearenottocompareourselveswithatall,Iwant
ustoknowthatgracediffers,ifyoudoubtitaskEsau.Rightfrom thewomb,beforethey
werebornatall,Godsaid"...JacobhaveIloved,butEsauhaveIhated."Romans9:13

SomepeoplebelievethatbecauseGodisusingthem tocureheadachethentheybegin
todespiseGod'sservants,itisadangerousthing,let'sgofurtheralittlebitthenwecall
itadayfortonight.ThenMosestoldthem that,sinceyoupeoplenowcountyourselves
holy,it'sokay,youhavealsoplacedyourselvesinthesamepositionwiththosewhom
Godhaschosentobeleadersoveryou.Noproblem,youallshouldbringyourcensers
andincensesthenandcomeandburnitbeforetheLord,andAaronwouldalsobringhis
own,thenwewouldseewhom Godhaschosen.Andthisiswhatbringsusbacktoour
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bibletextNumbers16:17KJVAndtakeeverymanhiscenser,andputincenseinthem,
andbringyebeforetheLordeverymanhiscenser,twohundredandfiftycensers;thou
also,andAaron,eachofyouhiscenser.Andthis250Kai!!!!...Iwishtouseanadjective
forthem,itisclearlyseenthattheybehavedfoolishlybeforeGod.Theyknewfullywell,
thatitwasonlythepriestthatwastoburnincensebeforeGod,yettheytooktheir
censersandincensesbeforeGod,justbecauseoftheirprideandtheirGodisusingus
tooattitude.

Thatishowitiswithsomeofustoo,wewanttoshow,wewantpeopletoseethatwe
aretheretooandthatGodisusingus.Andallthesewearedoingtoourowndetriments.
Well,theywantedtoseewhom Godtrulychose,justbecausetheydidnothavesense,
Proverbs15:21Foolishnessbringsjoytothosewhohavenosense;asensibleperson
staysontherightpath.theyrefusedtostayontherightpathofbeingcontentedwith
whateverthingtheyhadandpositiontheyoccupied.TheirfoolishnessgotGodannoyed
tothepointthatHewantedtoconsumethewholeIsraelites.AfterMosesandAaron
pleaded,Korah,DathanandAbiram wereisolated,thenwegottoknowwhathappened
tothem inNumbers16:31"Anditcametopass,ashehadmadeanendofspeakingall
thesewords,thatthegroundclaveasunderthatwasunderthem:"

TheLorddidnotsparethe250censercarrierseither.[35]Andtherecameoutafire
from theLord,andconsumedthetwohundredandfiftymenthatofferedincense.They
were allconsumed,because they passed theirboundaries and Aaron remained.
Brethren,thetruthisthatmanyofusareburningstrangeincensetoGodwiththecenser
ofourlives.Thesedays,manyofusgotothepresenceofGodjustthewaythe250
leaderspresentedthemselvestoGodwithuncleannessandfilthiness.Perhapswehave
beenwarnedaboutourways,aboutourconducts,yetwerefusedtochange,Itellyou
tonightthatyouaredoingadangerousthing,thankGodforthegraceHeofferedus
throughChristJesuswhichiswhymanydonotcaretoamendtheirways,theyarevery
comfortableinburningtheincenseofimmortality,disobedience,pride,hatred,jealousy
andthelikesbeforeGod.

Adam andEvehidthemselveswhentheyfoundoutthattheywerenaked,andinother
nottoburnstrangeincensetoGodwiththeirbodies,theyfledfrom thefaceoftheLord,
butreverseisthecasethesedays,now,wegoandpresentournakedbodiestoGodin
tightfitted clothes,transparent,bodyrevealing clothes,worldlyhairstyles,artificial
thingshangedonourbodiesamongothersandwearenotevenafraidnottobe
consumedbyHim.Whatthose250leadersdidwhichmadethem facethewrathofGod
isfarbetterandlessercomparedtowhatwearedoingthesedays.Pleasecheckyour
lifedaily,andkeepaskingyourselfthat"ifmylifewastobeanincenseplacedina
censerbeforeGod,whatkindofsmellwillcomeoutofit?"willitbeastenchoran
aroma?

Inconclusion,
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Don'tbelikethosewhobehavedfoolishlybeforeGod,rememberthatthoughtheeffects
ofitmaynotbeimmediatebuttheresultofitwillsurelycome,andit'swithseriousand
eternalregrets.

ThisiswhereIwouldstopfortonight.

Contribution

GoodeveningBelovedbrothersandsisters.Thougham newonthisplatform,Iwantto
sincerelyappreciateyousirforpointingthisout.Secondly,ifwetrulysurrendertothe
HolySpirit,therewillbenoroom forcomparisonamongus.2Corinthians10:12Forwe
dare notmake ourselves ofthe number,orcompare ourselves with some that
commendthemselves:buttheymeasuringthemselvesbythemselves,andcomparing
themselvesamongthemselves,arenotwise.Ifweunderstandthatweareonebodyon
Christandweallareworkingtogetherasonebodywithdifferentabilities.Thereisno
room forcompetitionandcomparing.the"menofGod"wehaveinourcountries,just
imagineiftheyallcancometogetherunderoneroofandfellowshiptogetherasone
body,Nothingcanstandagainstthechurch.Itthereforemeans,ifwefindourselves
beingjealous,envy,comparingandcompetingwithothers(worksofthefleshGal5:19-
22)thensomethingistotallywrongwithourbelieve.Thisalsomeanswearenot
walkinginlove.FinallyIwillleaveuswiththisscripturetomeditateon.1corinthians
12:12-31-BrotherUsulogboSunday

DearReader,

WhatkindofincensehasyourlifebeenburningtoGod,isitpalatable?Ifnot,thisisthe
timeyoumustbegenuinelysaved.Ifthereisanywayyouhavegoneawayfrom Christ
duetothecaresofthisworld,oryouhaveneverforonceacceptedChristintoyourlife,
thisistherighttimetodoso,donotpostpone,cometoJesusnow.Ifyouwanttogive
yourlifetoChristpleaseplaceyourrighthandonyourchestandpraythisprayerby
believingitinyourheartandconfessingitwithyourmouth.

Say,

LordJesusChrist,IacceptyouasmypersonalLordandSavior,Ibelievethatyoudied
androseuponthethirddaysothatIcanbefreefrom deathandsin,havemercyonme
andforgivemeofallmysins,IconfessyourLordshipovermylife,andrenouncethe
worksofthedeviloverme,acceptmeasyourchildandhelpmetoalwayswalkin
accordancetoyourwillandpurpose.ThankyouJesusforsavingme.Amen!

Ifyousaidtheaboveprayersincerely,Icongratulateyouandtheangelsinheavenare
rejoicingoveryoucurrently,youhavetakenthebestdecisionanymanonearthwould
evertake,pleasecontactus,wecan'twaittohaveawordwithyou.

Congratulations,onceagaindearsaint.
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ClosingPrayer

DearFatheroflight,Ipraythataswehavelearntyourwordstonight,youshallbring us
toknowledgeandfullunderstandingofit.Ourlivesshallcontinuallyburnsweetincense
toyouinJesusname.Amen
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