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INTRODUCTION

Mostpeopleatsomepointintheirliveshaveexperiencedafinancialcrisis,debtor

povertyÚIncomelevelsontheotherhandacrosstheworldhavegoneupÚEventhe

poorestcontinentintheworldisexperiencinganemergingmiddleclassas

measuredbytheirincomelevelsÚYetpeoplecontinuetohavedifficultiesinretaining

thismoneyÚThesearepeoplewhohavemasteredtheircraft,overcomegreat

difficultiesandyetwhenitcomestomoneytheyareunabletoattainfinancial

freedomÚ

PeoplearestilltrappedinthewebstheyhavewovenaroundtheirlivesÚTheyare

eitherlivingforsurvivalorfortheapplauseofothersÚYoumayloveyourjobandfind

fulfillmentandpurposeinit,butthemoneyyoumakefrom itisnotenough,you

cannotmeetthegrowingneedsofyourfamilyÚYouhaveawellpayingjobbutyou

areconstantlyindebtorlivingfrompaychecktopaycheckÚYoustilllonginthedeep

recessesofyourhearttodothingsthataresignificant,thatwillmakeadifferencein

theworldbutyoucan’tÚYoucannotletgoofyourjob,yourexpenseswon’tletyouÚ

Ifyouarenotlivingforthingsofeternalvaluebeyondyourselfandyourfamily,you

arenotaliveÚYouaretrappedinmeaninglessactivityÚTheworldsystem is

engineeredtokeepyoutrappedÚInmostcountriesoftheworld,over90%ofthe

country’swealthandpowerisinthehandsoflessthan3%ofthepopulationÚThe

remaining97%ofthepopulationiscaughtupinthetrapofsalaryorvanitiesÚThe

waythesystemissetup,peoplemistakenlyassumethatbecausetheyearnasalary,

theyarepayingthemselvesÚItiscommontohearpeoplebragabouthowmuch

salarytheyarepaidÚ

TheconsumercultureintheworldispartofthesystemÚTheworldconstantly

bombardswiththingsyouneedtospendmoneyonÚSpendmoneytobuyabigcar;



forstatusÚSpendmoneyonthebestclothes;becauseyoudeservethebestÚ

ProductsarepackagedinattractivewaystoappealtoyoureyesÚAdvertisements,

bothobviousonesandthesubtleones,areconstantlypushingyoutospendmoney,

enticingyouwithyourowndesiresÚInthiswaythesystemensures,nomatterhow

muchmoreyoukeepmakingyoucannotsatisfyallyouwantÚYouareforcedto

workevenharderÚTheneedforabetterpayingjobisconstantbecausewithtime

yourneedsincreaseÚ

Thisbookwillchangehowyouviewtheworld,moneyandyourpassionÚThese

threethingsarenotindependentofeachother;theyareconnectedandarecoreto

yourfinancialfreedomÚIwillopenyoureyestohowtheyareconnectedandhow

thatcanmakeadifferencetoyourfutureÚ How to build a secured financial

future waswrittentochallengeandchangeyourbeliefsaboutmoney,savingsand

investmentsandtheirconnectiontoyourcurrentworldandyourfutureÚIwantedto

setothersfreewhokeepexperiencingthesamecycle,samefrustrationaround

moneyÚNomatterhowmuchyouearnmoneyisneverenough?Youhavetowork

morehoursdoingthingsyoudon’tnecessarilyenjoytomakeendsmeetÚIfyou

yearnformorethanthisratracebutdonotknowhowtofreeyourselffrom the

limitationsofyoursalarytodoingwhatyoulove,thisbookisforyouÚIfyoucan

learntoproperlyalignthesethreethings;YourMoney,YourPassionandTheWorld,

wewouldhaveachievedourobjectiveÚYouwilllearnhowtocontrolandmanage

yourmoneytowardsyourpassionÚIwillshow youhow tosucceedinmaking

savingsandtheninvestmentsandthesecrettosucceedingatpayingyourselfand

buildingyourfuture,whereyouhaveonlyfailedinthepastÚ

Youhaveacalltogreatnesswhichisyourpassion.Youhavetolivebeyond
survivalorvanity.Togetbackyourtimeandfocusonyourcalling,youhavetoset
yourselffreefrom theenslavementoftheworldsystem.Tooutsmartthissystem
andsecureyourfinancialfuture,youhavetopayyourself.



CHAPTER1

THETRAPOFTHEWORLDSYSTEM

Everythingthatbelongstotheworld……whatthesinfulselfdesires,what

peopleseeandwant,andeverythinginthisworldthatpeoplearesoproud

of…….noneofthiscomesfromtheFather;itallcomesfromtheworldÚ

(1John2Ý16GoodNewsBibleâ

Everythingthatisintheworldincludingthesystem thatrunsitdoesnotbelongto
God.Asaresultitisanoppressivesystem thatenslaves,trapsanddestroys
people.Youneedtounderstanditandhowitworksbeforesettingyourselffree
from thegripofit.

A studybyPrincetonUniversityfound thatincomedid notcontributeto the
emotionalwell-beingofanindividualaboveahouseholdincomeof$75,000peryear
intheUnitedStatesofAmerica.Thestudydidconfirm thecontributionofhigher
incometoimprovingindividuals’satisfactionwiththeirlives.Forevenamongthose
whowerealreadywelloffbutonlyuptoapoint1.Advertisingontheotherhandis
gearedtostirupemotionsthatcausediscontentmentwithone’slife.Theycreatein
youtheneedfortheadvertisedproductwiththepromisethattheproductwillbring
aboutsatisfaction.Everytimeyouwatchanadvert,youexperienceemotionsof
sadness,grieforelation.

Gotoseveralcountriesintheworld.TurnontheTVorradioandlistentothe
adverts.Ibelieveyouwillquicklynoticesimilaritiesinthemessagesbeingpassed
onbytheseadvertsacrossthecountries.Thefirstmostprevalentmessagepassed
on,whetherthroughformalizedadvertisingorwordonthestreet,isthatyourworth
isinhowyoulookandthethingsyoupossess.Thesecondmessagethatisuniform
acrossculturesisthatthemoremoneyyoumakethemoresuccessfulyouare.
Thirdly,themorefamousyouare,themoreattentionyoureceive.Otheradditional
themesthatyouwillpickupwithintheadvertsarejustastwisted.Ifyouhavemoney,
therearenoconsequencestonegativeactions.Anothermessage,onlyunhappy,
stingymeanoldpeopledelaytheirpleasure,youdeservetohaveyoursnow.



ACULTUREDRIVEN 

BYCONSUMERISM

Globalizationhasledto aculturedrivenbyconsumerism.Inthisculture,an
individual’svalueisdefinedbymaterialsymbols.Thepressureistremendousto
conform touniform imagesofthegoodlife.Japan,theformerSovietcountries,
AfricaandtheBRIC2 countriesareheavilyinfluencedbyconsumercultureinwestern
countries.Thelatentqualitiesthatcomewithsuchaculturehavebecomepervasive
inthesecountries.Japan,forexample,isabigconsumerofluxurybrandsasa
resultoftheirvalueforhighpricedqualitymaterialgoods.Increasinglyahigher
proportionoftheirincomeisspentonleisureandluxurywhiletheportionspenton
basicnecessitieshasreduced.Indianssaveaquarteroftheirincomesincash
accounts and this is largely used up during family ceremonies.Howeveran
emergingmiddleclassinIndiahaveahighappetiteforbrandedgoodsadvertised
throughtelevision.Themediapaintsanillusionofthelifestylesoftherichand
famous.InAfrica,cars,clothingandbuildingsareimportantsocialstatussymbols.
Theuniformityoftheincreasingmaterialdesiresacrosscontinentspointstoa
commondriver.

Toillustratethis,letmetellyouthestoryofmyfriend,Raj.Hegrew upinan
averagehome,wherehisparentswouldhardlyspendanymoneyonnonbasicitems.
Despitetheirlow incomestheysucceededinbuildinginvestmentincomethrough
rentalhousesandintakinghim andhissiblingsthroughgoodschools.Rajonthe
otherhand,despiteearningmoremoneythanhisparentswouldeverhopetoearn,
hasnosavings,noinvestmentsandreliessolelyonhissalary.Hishouseisfilled
withallthelatestelectronicgadgets,andtrendiestfurnitures.Thepeoplewhoknow
him andhisfamilywouldsaytheylivewell,inanaffluentneighborhood,havinggood
carsandplushhome.Theyarenotindebt;hepaysoffcreditcardpaymentsontime.
Hesavesforhisfamily’sannualvacation,andheputsasidesomemoneymonthly
forhisretirement.Heisbettereducatedthanhisparents;infactheworksinthe
fieldofengineering.Heearnsmuchmorethantheminimum wageanddespite
wantingtosavemore,heisconstantlyfindinghimselfwithjustenoughmoneyatthe
endofthemonthtocoverhisexpenses.Heisnotwillingaccordingtohim to‘live
belowacertainlifestyle.’Myfriendbelieveshehasworkedhardforthelifehehas.
Herewardshimselfbylivinginoneofthebesthomes,drivingthebestcarsand
exposinghisfamilytothebestvacationspots.Thingsheneverhadgrowingup.He
islivingtheAmericandream.DoesRaj’sstorysoundfamiliar?Doesitremindyouof
anyoneyouknowmaybeyourself?IfRajcontinueswithhiscurrentlifestylehewill
neverpursuehiscalling.Itmaynotseem so,butRajisaslavetohissalary.Hecan
neveraffordtoleavehisjobtopursuewhathedesiresunlesshedeterminesto
changehislife.Thereismoretolifethanmaterialpleasures.Raj’slifehasnoimpact
onthingsofeternalvalue,doesyours?

A system is defined as a whole plan orscheme consisting ofmanyparts



connectedinsuchamannerastocreateachainofmutualdependencies3.The
worldsystem isthereforeaschemeputinplacethatcreatespatternsofbehavior,a
cultureandacivilizationthatproducessimilarresultsamongthevastmajorityofthe
population.Itworksforthebenefitoftheelitefew inthepopulationwhilethe
majorityisenslavedbyit.Theworldsystem isanorderedsystem whichisgoverned
from behindthescenesbyaruler,Satan.Thebiblereferstohim asthegodofthis
world4.

Edward L Bernays considered the father of public relations, in his
book Propaganda,thepublicmindinthemakingwrites:

‘Theconsciousandintelligentmanipulationoftheorganizedhabitsandopinions
ofthe masses is an importantelementin democratic society.Those who
manipulatethisunseenmechanism ofsocietyconstituteaninvisiblegovernment
whichisthetruerulingpowerofourcountry….Wearegoverned,ourmindsare
molded,ourtastesformed,ourideassuggested,largelybymenwehavenever
heardof.Thisisthelogicalresultofthewayinwhichourdemocraticsocietyis
organized....’

Bernayspointisthataninvisible‘government’hasthepowertoshapevaluesand
responseofthepeoplebyengineeringtheirthoughtsandopinionsandtherefore
theirhabitsandculture.

Advertisersaresaidtoprodtheunconsciousmindintospendingbyusingimages.
VancePackard,journalistandauthorof HiddenPersuaders describeswhathisbook
isabout.

“It’saboutlargescaleeffortsbeingmade,oftenwithimpressivesuccess,to
channelourunthinking habits,ourpurchasing decisions and ourthought
processes byuse ofinsights gained from psychiatryand socialsciences.
Typicallytheseeffortstakeplacebeneathourlevelofawareness;sothatthe
appealswhichmoveusareoften,inasense,hidden.Theresultisthatmanyof
usarebeinginfluencedandmanipulatedfarmorethanwerealize,inthepatterns
ofoureverydaylife.”

Specifictacticswereusedbyexpertsinthelatefiftieswhenthisbookwaswritten
toaffectbuyinghabitsofAmericans.A classicexampleisintheinfluenceof
impulsebuyinghabitsinwomenbyadvertsandshopdisplays.Thisisastruetoday
asitwasin1957whenhewrotethesewords.Perhapsevenmoretruegiventhevast
influenceoftelevision,theinternetandparticularlysocialmedia.Myfriendwalked
intoamallintendingtoshopforherhouseholdneeds.Bythetimesheleftthestore
shehadboughtclothes,shoes,candyanduselessknickknacksshedidnotintendto
buy.Hasthiseverhappenedtoyou?Youexceededyourbudget,ifyouhadany
multipletimesover.Yourunintoastoretograbsomemilkandasyouwere
checking out,you also boughtcandyand snacksdisplayed attractivelyatthe
checkoutpoint.Theadvertisingindustryandthusthecorporationsthatpaythem,
getpeopletospendmoneyonthingstheycan’taffordanddon’tneedtofueltheir



profits.
Companiesarecompetingforyourmoney.Mostofthesecompaniesareowned

bythe3%orlesswhocontrolanation.Asthesecompaniesmakemoneyfrom the
moneyyou spend buying theirgoods orservices,these wealthykeep getting
wealthier.Evenifyourincomecontinuestogoup,thelistofyourexpensesalso
increasesbecauseyourstandardoflivinggoesup.Youexpandthelistofthepeople
youpay;from mortgagecompanies,creditcardcompanies,petrolstationowners,
landlords,supermarkets,beautyshops,clothingstores,hotels,schools,hospitals,
airlinesandsoon.Themoreyourexpensesincreasetheharderyouneedtoworkto
maintainyourlifestyleandthemoredependentyoubecomeonyourjob.Atthis
pointyouaretrapped,enslavedbytheworldsystem.Youaredependentonyour
salaryandcannotleaveyourjobtopursueyourcallorgrowinyourcalling.Thisis
thetrapoftheworldsystem.

Eventhoughmyfriend,Raj,isskilledatwhathedoesandearnsupwardsof
$200,000ayear,otherpeoplearethemainbeneficiariesofhisincomenotRaj.He
drives a luxurious carhe boughtatmore than $50,000 from a top vehicle
manufacturer,andlivesinanaffluentneighborhoodatahouseheboughtona30
yearmortgage.Hehasrefinancedhismortgageoncetoclearcreditcardbillsand
payforthepurchaseofanothercarforhiswife.Hiskidsattendthebestprivate
schoolsandhetakeshisfamilyonannualvacationsoverseas,sometimespaidfor
throughoneofhiscreditcards.Hehasanuppermiddleclasslifestyleandconsiders
himselfcomfortablefinancially.Heisconstantlyimprovinghimself,studyingand
workingharder.Hehasmovedjobsafew timesinhisfifteenyearcareerearning
moreinsalaryandperkseachtime.Hehasbuiltagoodlifeforhisfamilyandwould
considerthishisachievement.Rajdoesnotconsiderhimselffinanciallydependent
orpoor.Thefamily’scomforthashim trapped.Heiscompletelydependentonhis
salary.Hecanneveraffordtolosehissalarybutthesadthingisthathedoesn’tsee
he’strapped.

Thistrapenslaves,peopleendupspendingtheirlives,livingforfood,shelterand
clothing.Atbesttheyarecaughtinthebondageofvanities,constantlychasing
illusions.Theypursuethedreamsthattheyhavebeenfed,tolivelarge,ownhouses,
materialthingsandhavestatus.Bythetimeyoufinishreadingthisbookyoureyes
willopentothedeceptionandIwillshow youhow tosetyourselffreefrom this
viciouscycle.Thisbookcontainspracticalstepstoturnyourlifearound.Ionlyask
youtoapplytheprinciplescontainedheresothatyoucansetyourselffreefrom
frivolityandlivealifeofsignificance.Youmayneedtotakenotesorunderlineparts
ofthisbookthatspeaktoyouandbedeliberateaboutapplyingwhatyoulearnto
changeyourlifeandstartlivingfortheKingdom ofGod.

TheBibledescribestheworld; cosmos asconsistingofthefollowing;theprideof
life,thelustofthefleshandthelustoftheeyes5.Iwillexplainthesethingsfurther
oninthebook,butthesearethetoolsthedevilusestoentrapyouintohissystem.
Heusesyourowncorruptwants,lustsandyourowndesiretobeesteemedandbe
accepted;theprideoflife.Theprideoflifereferstotakingyourvaluefrom the
thingsaroundyou.Yourdesirefortitlesandreputationandtohaveastandingin



societywhennotcheckedleadstotheprideoflife.Thesedesiresstem from how
youviewtheworld,yourperspectiveandthebeliefsyouholdabouttheworld.Ifyou
believethattherichmanisthemostpowerfulbeingonearth,thenyourultimate
goalinlifefrom yourexperienceandenvironmentwillbetobecomerich.Your
pursuitofmoneyatallcostwillconsumeyoubecauseofthebigmanimageyou
haveinyourhead.Thisdesiretoberichiswhattheworldsystem willusetoentrap
you,becauseyouareseekingtogetrichestogainanidentityfrom it.Rajgrewupin
ahumblehome,hisparentsdidn’thavemuchmoneyandmanytimeshehadto
forgowhathedesiredbecausetherewasnomoneyforit.Otherchildrenparticularly
inhighschoolwouldbedroppedofftoschoolinnicecarsandthesekidswould
makefunofhim becausehehadtotakethepublicbustoschool.Hemadeuphis
mindthathewouldworkhardandchoseapaththatwouldmakehim asmuch
moneyashewanted.Hewouldneveragainhavetodowithoutwhathewanted.No
onewouldlookdownonhim becauseoftheclothesheworeorbecausehelooked
poor.AsyoucanseeRaj“madeit”.Hisupbringinginfluencedhisambitiontomake
moneyandthemoneyhasbecomepartofhisidentity.Nowonderhelivestheway
hedoes.How manyofyouaresameway?Youdeterminedthatyouwouldgeta
goodjobandproveyourselftoyourfriendsorrelativeswiththemoneyyouhave
acquired.Areyouhappy?Doesmakingthemoneyattheexpenseofyourcalling
makeyoucontent?Fulfilled?Onlyyoucananswerthese.Butifyouarereadingthis
book,itwould seem thatyou wantmore.Thatyou wantyourlife to impact
generations,toliveforthethingsGodputyouherefor.

ASTRONGDESIRETOMAKEIT

Alotofpeopleparticularlyindevelopingcountrieslikemycountry,Nigeria,havea
verystrongdesiretomakeit.Thisisbecauseoftheenvironmentofpovertywithin
whichtheyhavebeenraised.Theypushthemselvesandworkhardtomakemoney
andbecomewealthy.Thisdrivetosurviveendsupbeingtheverytoolthedeviluses
toentrapthem intotheworldsystem,becausetheywanttomakemoneybyall
means.InlargecitieswithinAfrica,theyoungpeopleattenduniversitiestopursue
coursesthatareguaranteedtogivethem agoodsalary.Afewyearsbackthedesire
wastobeanengineerorlawyerordoctorbecauseyoucouldbuyahouseinagood
neighborhoodanddriveagoodcarwiththesalaryyoumade.Now alotofyoung
Africansdesiretobeentrepreneursormusiciansbecausethatiswhatwillmake
them alotofmoney.Assoonastheygetanincome,theyhavetobuyagoodcar
andmovetoanaffluentneighborhood.Theydedicateevenmorehourstoworking
hardandmakeasmuchmoneyastheycan,asfastaspossible.Onthesadextreme,
everyweeklaw enforcementofficialsinSingapore,TaiwanandChinaimprison
Nigeriancitizenstryingtosmuggledrugsintothesecountries.Despitethehighrates
ofimprisonmentandthenewsbeinginthemedia,hundredsofotherNigerians
preparetomakesimilarjourneysfrom NigeriatoAsiaandotherpartsoftheworld.
Partsofmycountryarewellknownbecausethedrugtraffickersfrom theseareas
livesuchflashylifestylesandtheyoungpeopleidolizethem.Eventhethreatof
prisondoesnotdetertheseyoungmenfrom tryingtomakequickmoney.These



peoplehavegivenNigeriansabadnameintheworld.Webegintoworshipmoney
whenwearedrivenbyit.Thebiblecallsthisexaltationofmoneytheworshipof
mammon,thefalsegodofmoney.Thissystem captivatesthem andtheysell
themselvesintoitandtheycannotwalkout.

Indevelopedcountries,HollywoodmoviesandthedepictionoftheAmerican
dream causementobelievethatisalltheirlifeisfor.Itinformstheirdesires,their
motivesandthereforetheirhabits.Theyareverydiligentattheirjobs,tobeableto
attainthisAmericandream.LikemyfriendRaj,oncetheyhaveattainedthisdream,
theybelievetheyhaveitmade.Manyfamousandwealthypersonalities,musicians,
actors,TV hostsdiscoveredonlyemptinessoncetheyattainedthewealththey
desiredandhadbeautifulspouses,beautifulhomesandimpressivecars.Incidences
offamouscelebratedmenandwomencommittingsuicideoroverdosingondrugs
arenotuncommoninourworldtoday.Recently,worldcelebratedcomedianRobin
Williamswasfoundinhisroom hangingfrom abelt.Hewasawealthyandhighly
acclaimedactoryetforyearshelivedundertheshadow ofdepression.Other
celebritiesatthetopoftheircraftwereaddictedtodrugsincludingprescription
medicineanddiedasaresultofthesedrugs.In2009theworldreceivedwithshock
thenewsthatthe‘KingofPop,MichaelJacksonhaddiedasaresultofanoverdose
ofprescriptiondrugs.FormerNirvanafrontsinger,KurtCobaindiedin2000asa
resultofadrugoverdose.Hewashighlycelebratedandhadfansfrom aroundthe
world.Heleftbehindmillionsofdollarsinpropertiesandotherriches.Ifyoupursue
theillusionoftheAmericandream thattheworldsystem showsyou,youendup
withjustvanitiesandnothingtoshowforyourlife!

Untilyoubegintoseelifedifferently,worldlydesireswillkeeprunningyou.

AnencounterwiththeLordJesusChristtransformedthetwelvedisciples,well
elevenwhenyouexcludeJudas,intogreatapostleswhowerepursuingGodbecause
Hechangedtheirworldview.JesuscalledthesementofollowHim andtheywere
willingtofollow Him andserveHim wholeheartedly.WerememberPetertoday
becausehewasfreetofollow Jesusanddotheworkofanapostlewithgreat
boldness.HestoodbeforekingsandspokeaboutJesus.John,LukeandMathew
publishedaccountsofthelifeofJesusandspreadthegospelamongtheJews.
Thesedisciplesturnedtheworldupsidedownandhadsuchanimpactontheworld
thatwestillrememberthem today,2,000yearsaftertheirdeath.Thesemenwho
becameJesus’disciplesarerememberedeventoday,becausetheywerefreeto
workforGod,theylefteverythingelsetheyweredoing.Theywerenottrappedby
anysystem.Foramantoescapethetrapoftheworldsystem,hehastochangehis
perspectiveonlife.Ifyoufreeyourselffrom thetrapoftheworldsystem youcan
serveGodinyourcallingandchangetheworld.

THEDANGERSOFBEINGTRAPPED

Letmetellyouthestoryofadifferentfriend,Thomas.LikeRaj,hewasearninga
goodincome.Hewasprovidingforhisfamilyacomfortablemiddleclasslifestyle.
Hekeptworkinghardathisjobandkeptearningmoremoney,whichlikeRaj,was



takenupbyhiscomfortableliving.Thomas’jobcamewithalotofpressureand
constanttravels.Duringoneofhistravels,inhishotel,hehappenedtolosean
importantworkdocumentwhichcosthim theclientcontract.Thisputhim under
immensescrutinyatworkthatthreatenedhisjob.ItisinthisperiodthatThomas
withthehelpofhiswifebegantoevaluatehislifeandrealizedthathecouldnot
surviveformorethanthreemonthswithouthisjob.Allhiscomfortwasjustan
illusion,itishissalarythatwasprovidingfortheirlifestyleandifitwastakenaway,
thecomfortwouldalsogo.Thishasbeenawakeupcall;Thomashassacrificed
himselfallthiswhileforhisfamily’supkeep.Thomaswasluckytoexperiencethis
shocksinceithasledtoasignificantshiftinhow heliveshislife.Youmaynever
experiencesuchasituation.Butifyoudonotchangehowyouliveyourlifeyouwill
wakeupattheendofyourlifeandrealizeyouhavespentallyourlifepursuing
thingsthatdonotmatter.Youdonothavetobejoltedoutofyourcomfortzone.
Makethedecisiontopursueyourcalling.DiscoverandpursueyourGod-given
purpose.Youdon’thavetowaituntilyouhaveallthemoney,fameandrelationships
intheworldtorealizethatitdoesnotsatisfy.Thepursuitofwealthisnotwhatour
timehereonearthisfor.WeareputhereonearthtoworshipGodandserveHim
withourgiftsandtalents.Throughourindividualpurpose,wearetoadvancethe
kingdom ofGodontheearth.Wecanberich,infactChristiansshouldberich,but
thereasonistobringaboutheavenandGod’srighteousnessonearth.Itackled
moreonhowandwhyChristiansshouldberichinmybook,Moneywon’tmakeyou
rich.Wecanlearnfrom theworldaroundusandtheexamplesofthosewhowent
beforeus.TherichmanwenttoJesusbecausehewasseekingforsomethingmore,
eventhoughhehadgreatpossessions6.

IsseekingfirsttheKingdom ofGodrealistic?Itseemseasiersaidthandone,
doesn’tit?Afterallwehavebillstopay,childrentoeducate,aspousetoprovidefor
orfamiliestolookafter.How canyourealisticallyexpectmetoseekfirstthe
kingdom ofGod?Youask.Thatiswhyitisimportanttoescapethetrapoftheworld
system andbegintoliveforGodandhisKingdom,toadvanceHisagendaonthe
earth.WeareanswerabletoGodforwhatwedowhilehereonearth.Wewillgivean
accounttoGodintheendforwhatwedidonearth.Thisbookismeanttoshowyou
howtosetyourselffreetopursuethekingdom ofGodfirst,readon.

THESNARESOFTHESYSTEM

Theworldsystem alsousesthingswithnoeternalvaluetogetpeopletrapped.
Peoplelikeyou orRajand Thomasarecaughtchasing dreams,illusionsand
trivialitiescreatedforthem.Thesethingslietothem thattheywillfindmeaningand
fulfillmentinkeepingthem.‘Successfulpeople’asdefinedbythemedia;peoplewith
alotofmoneyandfameareconstantlyhelduponourTVscreensasrolemodels.
Wearemadetothinkthatunlesswearelikethosepeoplewearenotsuccessful.
Thiswayweareprogrammedtothinkthatifwelookacertainway,dressin
luxuriousitems,ownvastandexpansivepropertiesthatwehavemadeit,wehave
becomeaccomplishedinlife.Let’sreviewsomesnaresofthesystem thatmostof



ushadbeentrappedinto.

1.PROSPERITYGOSPEL

AMONG CHRISTIANS,THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL HAS FURTHER PROPAGATED THE

PURSUITOFTHEUNIMPORTANT,ITHASEXALTEDTHEPASTORSWHOOWNPRIVATEJETS,
CUSTOM MADEVEHICLESANDSUCHTRIVIALITIESASTHESYMBOLSOFABLESSEDLIFE.
JESUSEQUATEDTHOSENOTDOINGTHEWILLOFGODASTHOSEBUILDINGHOUSESWITH

A FOUNDATION OFSAND AND WHEN THESTORMSCOME,THOSEHOUSESARESWEPT

AWAYBECAUSESANDCANNOTSTANDTHETESTOFTIME7.MANYCHRISTIANSAROUND

THEWORLDARELIVINGFORMONEYANDNOTFORGOD.IAM FRIENDSWITHANUMBER

OF PASTORS AROUND THE WORLD.IAM ALSO A PASTOR.EVERY SUNDAY THESE

PASTORSGETALOTOFREQUESTSFORPRAYER.GUESSWHATISTHEMOSTCOMMON

PRAYERREQUESTFORTHESECHRISTIANS?MONEY!THEYWANTTOBREAKTHROUGHIN

THEIR BUSINESSESAND TO GETGOOD JOBS.AFRIEND TOLD MEOFHOW HEWOULD

PRAYEVERYDAYANDFASTWHENHEDIDN’THAVEAJOB.HEWOULDATTENDPRAYER

MEETINGS AND FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS IN ADDITION TO SEARCHING FOR A JOB.AS

SOON AS HEGOT A JOB,HESTOPPED PRAYING.HEONLY OPENS HIS BIBLEDURING

SUNDAYSERVICE.HEISHAPPYTHATEVENTHOUGHHEDOESN’TENJOYHISJOB,HEIS

PAID ENOUGH TO AFFORD A GOOD CAR AND LIVEIN A NICELOCATION.HEDOESN’T
KNOW HISPURPOSEBUTHEISNOTTOOBOTHEREDBYTHISSINCEHEHASAGOODJOB.
ACCORDING TO HIM HAVING A GOOD JOB IS A SIGN OFGOD’S BLESSING WHICH IS

ENOUGH.AREYOULIVINGASIMILARLIFE?

2.THEWORLDSYSTEM USESGOODTHINGSLIKEMARRIAGEANDCHILDREN,
TOENTRAPUS

ONCE WE MARRY,WE HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT REQUIRE MONEY.WE HAVE

CHILDRENANDOUREXPENSESINCREASEALOTMORE.WENEEDHEALTHCARE,SCHOOL

FEES,FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENTFORTHESECHILDREN.WEHAVETO PAYMINDERS,
NANNIESORDAYCARECENTERS,SCHOOLFEESANDCOLLEGETUITION FORTHEM.ALL
THESETHINGSREQUIREMONEYANDSOWECANNOTAFFORDTOBEWITHOUTAJOBOR

AN INCOME.IN COUNTRIES LIKE THE UNITED STATES,ONE CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT

MONEY,BECAUSETHEDEMANDSANDEXPENSESARESOMUCH.IFYOUGOWITHOUTAN

INCOMEFORASHORTWHILEONLY,YOUWILLFAILTOPAYYOURBILLSANDCANEASILY

BECOME HOMELESS.THE MORE THE EXPENSES,THE MORE OUR NEED FOR A WELL

PAYINGJOBTOMATCH THESEEXPENSES.PEOPLEKEEPMORTGAGINGTHEIRTIMEFOR
HIGHERANDHIGHERSALARIESWHILETHEIREXPENSESKEEPRISINGANDRISINGTONO

END.THISISTHERATRACE,FOREVERRUNNING BUTNEVERGOING ANYWHERE.THEIR
EXPENSES CANNOT ALLOW THEM TO LEAVE THEIR JOBS AND THEY HAVE TO WORK

HARDERANDHARDER,STUDYMORE,BECOMEMORESPECIALIZEDTOEARNMOREMONEY

TOMEETTHESENEEDS.MOSTPEOPLEARENOTTHINKINGABOUTTHEIRPURPOSEAND

EVENIFTHEYWERE,THEYCANNOTPURSUEPURPOSEBECAUSETHEIRRESPONSIBILITIES

ANDEXPENSESWOULDN’TLETTHEM.

3.THEEDUCATIONSYSTEM ISPARTOFTHEPROBLEM



THE EDUCATION SYSTEM THAT IS CURRENTLY USED IN MOST OF THE WORLD WAS

DESIGNED FOR A DIFFERENT AGE.IN THE EARLY 1800S,DURING THE INDUSTRIAL

REVOLUTION,THE DEMAND WAS FOR PEOPLE TO WORK IN ASSEMBLY LINES AND

FACTORIESTO PRODUCEA COMMON PRODUCT.THISSOCIETALDEMAND SPAWNED A

SYSTEM OFEDUCATIONBASEDONTHEPRUSSIANMODELTHATEDUCATEDSTUDENTSIN

CLASSESACCORDINGTOTHEIRAGE.THEYALLMOVEDATTHESAMEPACEWITH EACH

GETTINGTHESAMEAMOUNTOFINFORMATION PERYEAR.THISMODELWOULDCHURN

OUT WORKERS NEEDED IN THESE FACTORIES AND ASSEMBLY LINES.IT WAS PARTLY

RESPONSIBLEFORTHESUCCESSOFTHEINDUSTRIALREVOLUTION IN EARLYADOPTION

COUNTRIESLIKEGERMANY.THISEDUCATION MODELEVOLVEDOVERAPERIODOF100
YEARSANDWASEXPORTEDTOTHERESTOFTHEWORLDTHROUGHCOLONIALISM.FROM

THEEARLY 1900S,THEMODELHAS REMAINED THESAMEAND IS STILLGEARED TO

PRODUCE WORKERS,PEOPLE PROGRAMMED TO THINK UNIFORMLY,TO TAKE
INSTRUCTIONS WITHOUT QUESTIONS AND PRODUCE A CERTAIN PREDETERMINED END

RESULT.ITPROGRAMSUSTOWANTTOGIVEOURTIMEINEXCHANGEFORASALARY,TO

THINKOFWORKONLYIN TERMSOFAJOB.ITCAUSESUSTOONLYTHINKWITHIN THE

CONFINESOFSTATUSQUO;WHATISACCEPTEDINSOCIETY,WHATHASBEENDONEAND

ISBEINGDONE.WEDONOTQUESTIONHOW THINGSAREORHAVEBEENOVERTIME.WE

EASILY ACCEPT THINGS AS BEING PART OF OUR CULTURE.THIS AFFECTS EVEN

ORGANIZATIONSTHATONLYTHINKOFDOINGTHINGSTHESAMEWAY.IFTHEYCOMEUP

WITH SOMETHING,THEYCOMPAREWITH SIMILARORGANIZATIONSTO SEEWHETHERIT

HASBEENDONEBEFORE.

4.THEDOMINANTCULTURETHATCELEBRATESACHIEVEMENTS

THE CULTURE WE ARE PART OF CELEBRATES ACHIEVEMENTS,PARTICULARLY

ACHIEVEMENTSTHATCOMEWITHGREATFINANCIALREWARDS.TOPATHLETESEARNING

LOTS OF MONEY FROM THEIR GAMES,EARN EVEN MORE FROM ENDORSEMENT

CONTRACTS FROM DIFFERENT COMPANIES.ADVERTISERS AND COMPANIES PARADE

THEM AND USETHEM TO SELLPRODUCTS.THEYKNOW THECULTUREHASESTEEMED

THESEATHLETESSOMUCH,EVERYBODYWANTSTOBELIKETHEM.ADVERTISERSHAVE

USED CAMPAIGNS LIKE “BELIKEMIKE” TO SELLUS SHOES AND OTHER PRODUCTS

BECAUSE THEY KNEW PEOPLE WANTED TO BE LIKE THE LEGENDARY AMERICAN

BASKETBALL PLAYER MICHAEL JORDAN.EVEN ENTREPRENEURS WHO HAVE MADE

BILLIONS WITHIN 5TO 10YEARS ARECONSTANTLY IN THENEWS.WEAREALWAYS

TOLDHOW MUCHTHEYAREWORTHANDTHESIZEOFTHECOMPANIESTHEYHAVEBUILT.
THEY HAVESUPERSTAR STATUS AROUND THEWORLD.THEY ARERANKED IN WORLD

FAMOUSMAGAZINESSUCHASFORBESINORDEROFTHEIRWEALTH;THEONEWITHTHE

HIGHESTNETWORTH ISRANKED FIRST.ASA RESULT,MANYPEOPLEARELIVING FOR

ACHIEVEMENTS,TOMAKEMONEYSOTHATTHEYTOOCANBECELEBRATED.
OVER A 30YEAR PERIOD,MOBUTU SESE SEKO KUKU NGBENDA WA ZA BANGA

REIGNED ASTHERULEROFTHEDEMOCRATICREPUBLICOFCONGO,THEN KNOWN AS

ZAIRE,IN AFRICA.DURING THAT PERIOD HE AMASSED A PERSONAL FORTUNE

ESTIMATEDBETWEEN$1BILLIONAND$5BILLIONDOLLARS8.HEHADPLUSHPALATIAL

RESIDENCESINPARIS,LAUSANNEINSWITZERLAND.HELOVEDTHECOMFORTSOFLIFE.



HEISSAIDTOHAVEENJOYEDPINKCHAMPAGNEANDEVEN HADFRESH CAKESFLOWN

IN FROM PARIS FOR HIS CONSUMPTION.ALLTHIS WEALTH WAS ILLICITLY ACQUIRED

FROM THENATION,ONEOFTHEPOORESTINTHEWORLD.THESESTORIESARECOMMON

INTHEDEVELOPINGCOUNTRIES;POLITICIANSCOMMANDALOTOFPOWERANDWEALTH,
BECAUSEOFRAMPANTCORRUPTION.INFACTTHEQUICKESTWAYTOBECOMEWEALTHY

INMOSTAFRICANCOUNTRIESISTOBECOMEAPOLITICIAN.THEYARETHE‘BIGMEN’ IN
THOSE SOCIETIES.THIS CULTURE OF CELEBRATING ‘BIG MEN’IS THE THEME OF A

SIMILARLY NAMED DOCUMENTARY PRODUCED BY ACTOR BRAD PITT ABOUT THE

DISCOVERY OFOILIN GHANA.IT SHOWS HOW THE‘BIG MAN’IS EXALTED IN THAT

SOCIETYAND IN NIGERIA AND HOW MUCH THEPUSH TO BEA ‘BIG MAN’DRIVESTHE

PEOPLE. IT BECOMES THE AMBITION OF THE PEOPLE, THEIR SOLERAISON

D’ÊTRE(REASONFORBEING).TALESLIKETHESEDRIVETHEMASSESTOWANTTOBEBIG,
TOACHIEVESTATUSWITHINSOCIETYANDTOBECELEBRATEDBYSOCIETY.THEYSPEND

THEIR LIVES PURSUING MONEY,SOME THROUGH HONEST AND OTHERS THROUGH

DISHONEST MEANS.MONEY IS THEIR REASON FOR LIVING.THEY ARE WILLING TO
PURSUE MONEY AT WHATEVER COST AND MANY ACQUIRE IT THROUGH CORRUPT

DEALINGS.THEILLUSIONTHATMONEYMAKESTHEMANISWHATISDRIVINGTHEM.THE

DEVILTRIEDTO USETHESAMETRAPON JESUS,SHOWING HIM KINGDOMS,ANDTHEIR

SPLENDOR.HECOULDHAVETHEM,HEWOULDBEKINGOVERTHESEKINGDOMSANDBE

THE ULTIMATE ‘BIG MAN’.JESUS THOUGH WOULD NOT BE SUCKED INTO THE TRAP

BECAUSEHEKNEW WHO HEWASAND HISCALLON THEEARTH.HISCALLWASTO

WORSHIPGODANDSERVEHIM ONLYWITHHISTIME,TALENTANDABILITIES.OURCALL

IS THE SAME,TO WORSHIP AND SERVE GOD ONLY,BUT IF WE FALL INTO THE

TEMPTATION THAT THE WORLD SYSTEM PRESENTS,WE END UP WORSHIPING AND

SERVING IT.WE BECOME SLAVES TO THE WORLD SYSTEM EVEN IF THE WORLD

CELEBRATESUS.

5.THEDEBTTRAP

Debtisoneofthemostsinistertrapsoftheworldsystem.Alotofpeoplelivingin
both developed and developing countries are in debt.Household debtwhich
combinesbothmortgagedebtandconsumerdebtasapercentageofdisposable
incomestoodat205%ofGDPinAustralia,308%inDenmark,207%inIreland,283%
inNetherlandsand166%inCanada9.Withinthefinancialservicesindustry,banks
andothercreditcardcompaniesarequiteaggressiveinmarketingthedebtproducts.
Inmanycountries,bankshavedirectsalesrepresentativesordirectmarketingto
sellconsumerloans and particularlycreditcards.Consumerloans are easily
providedtopeople,from thenewlyemployedyouthtotheshoppersinretailstores.
Theseloansaremarketedasasolutionforthelifestylepeoplewantnow.These
companiestakeoutadvertisingspacesinvariousmediaoutletswithattractive
imagesofbeautiful,healthycouples,wholookhappywiththeirstylishhomesand
new carsin thebackground.Theyusethepowerofsubliminalmessaging to
associatethecreditcardwiththosethings.Alotofpeopledonotthinkthereis
anythingwrongwithcreditcardsorconsumerloans;itaffordsthem thelifestyle
theywant.Butifyouhavetoborrowtoaffordyourlifestyle,isn’tthatatrap?It’sjust



amatteroftimebeforethehouseofcard crumbles.Creditcardscompanies
indicatethathavingdebtlevelsofupto20%ofyourannualincomeisfine.Donot
fallforthattrap.Toacreditcardcompany,yourloanisanasset.Itmakesthem
moneythatiswhytheyencourageyoutopaytheminimum possible.Ifyouhad
$5,000increditcarddebt,itwouldtakeyouover40yearsatinterestratesofover
20%peryeartorepayitifyouonlypaidtheminimum amount!Wediscusshowto
getoutofthedebttrapinsubsequentchapters.

Asyoukeepaddingmaterialpossessionsmistakingthem forassets,youkeepthe
cycleofexpensesgoing.Evenforthoseofyounotincreditcarddebt,thepushfora
certainlifestylethroughadvertsandpeerpressurewillmakeyouspendmorethan
youneedtojustlivethislifestyle.IntheUnitedStates,owningyourownhomeisthe
ultimateAmericandream.Intheprecedingyearsbeforethe2008financialcrisis,
mortgagecompaniesbegantolendmoneyeventopeoplewhohadpoorcredit
scores.Theyhadlow incomesorunsteadyjobsorhistoriesofnotpayingloans.
Someevenhadnojobs.Theestateagentsandmortgagehousesaggressively
soughthomebuyersatwhatevercost.Thepeople,excitedbytheprospectof
owningtheirownhomesboughtthesalespitchfrom these‘professionals’andwere
ignorantofthetermsoftheseeasyloans.ThedesiretofulfilltheAmericandream;
tobehomeownerswastoostronganditwasusedtotheirdisadvantage.The
economywasgrowingandthehomepricesweregoingup.Therealestatemarket
wasbooming.Whentheeconomybegantoslow downandtheinterestonthese
loanswentup,thepoorandmiddleclasswhohadtakentheseloanswerenotable
toservicethem.Thedefaultrateswentup,leadingtoforeclosures.Familiesthatput
intheirsavingseverymonthtopayingtheirmortgageslosttheirsavingsandtheir
homes.Theycouldn’teven selltheirhousesto recoversomemoneybecause
everybodyelsewassellingandtherealestatemarkethadcrashed.Thisiswhatled
tothefinancialcrisis,debt.Onceyouareindebtgettingoutofitisanuphilltask.
Throughpaymentofinterest,youloseeventhemoneyyouwouldhavesaved.
Gettinginiseasy,gettingoutisthejob.

CHARACTERISTICSOFTHEWORLDSYSTEM

Theworldsystem hascertaintraits,markersitcanbeidentifiedby.Herearethe
characteristicsoftheworldsystem:

 The world system has governmentorcorporate entities with
oppressivepositionsofrulershiptowardsitscitizens.Peopleareatthe
mercyofthegovernment.Thepeopleselltheirlibertiesforasalary.Any
system thatcausesyoutolookuptoitforemploymentmakesyouto
beatitsmercyandisexploitative.

 Aworldsystem isasystem ofbondagethatcontrolsyouthrough
consumerdebt,socialsecurityandhealthcaresystems.

 The world system is a system ofexploitation,bondage and
dominionofhumanbeingseventhoughoneissellingtheirliberties



freely.Anyjoboroccupationthattiesyoudownanddeprivesyouof
yourwillandfreedom ispartofthissystem.Thereisnofruitforyour
labor. 
Examineyourlife.Whereisthepast5,10,20yearsofyourlifetangibly?
Ifyoucannotaccountforthattimeyouhavebeenpartoftheworld
system.

Throughmoneyanditsdesires,theworldsystem enslavespeople.It’syourdesire
tomakemoneythatmakesyousellyourselftotheworldsystem.Towhom everyou
yieldyourselfasaservanttoobey,youarehisservant1⁰.Youareeitheramasterof
moneyoraslavetomoney.Ifyougotoyourjobprimarilybecauseofthesalary,you
areaslavetomoney.Tobeamasterofmoneyyoumustbetheoneinchargeof
money.Youmustbeabletodirectmoneysuchthatitdoesnotdeterminewhereyou
canorcannotgo,whatyoucanorcannoteat,wheretoliveandwhattodowithyour
life.YourlifemustbedirectedbyGodnotmoney.Makesureyouhavesomuch
moneythatyoudon’thavetoworkformoney.Makemoneyworkforyou.Onlyless
than3%oftheworldhassomuchmoneytheydon’thavetowork.You,thereader
arelikelyinthesecondcategoryandmustthereforemakemoneyworkforyou.If
you are carefulto putinto practice the principlesin thisbook,then you will
eventuallybefreefrom havingtoworkformoney.

Theworldsystem doesnotteachyouthelawsofmoney.Itteachesyoutowork
hardandtospendmoney.Thesystem issetupforyoutobemoreandmore
engrossedintheneedtomakemoney.Itpushesyoutofeeltheneedtolookfor
money.Forlegitimatedesiressuchascateringforthefamily,peoplesellthemselves
totheworldsystem.Theworldisfastpaced.Peoplearebecomingbusierandbusier
withtheiroccupations.Theydonothavetimetothinkdeepenough,toanalyzetheir
livesandwhattheiractionsentail.Whatistheresultoftheirbusyness?Without
financialfreedom,addingmoreresponsibilitiesonlyentrenchesyoudeeperintothe
bondageoftheworldsystem.

ISTHEREAWAYOUT?

Thereisanalternativetothisworldsystem asshowninscriptures.Jesusteaches
ustopraythattheKingdom ofGodwouldcometotheearth.

“ThykingdomcomeÚThywillbedoneonearth,asitisinheaven”.

(Matthew6Ý10â

TheKingdom ofGodisthegovernmentofGod.ThegovernmentofGodwas
meanttoruletheworld.Itiswhentherighteousrulethattheoppressionoftheworld
system wouldend.

“Whentherighteousareinauthority,thepeoplerejoiceÝbutwhenthewicked



bearrule,thepeoplemourn”.

(Proverbs29Ý2â

WearetobringbacktheruleofGodontheearthsothattheworldissetfreefrom
thegodofthisworld.Thekingdomsofthisworldaretobecomethekingdomsof
ourLordandofHisChrist11.

BringingbacktheruleofGodisthegreatnesswearecreatedfor.Yourgreatness
isinyouruniqueness,yourcalling.Christiansshouldonlyworkwithonepurpose,to
bringthekingdom ofGodintothespherewhereHehascalledthem.Youareto
strategizehowtouseyourgiftsandtalentstobringGod’sgovernmentandrulership
andHisrightway(righteousness)intoplace.Theoriginalpurposeofworkwasto
bringGod’sKingdom tobearinourworkplace.GodgaveAdam amandate,inthe
beginningtoproduceresults,multiplyandhavedominionontheearthonGod’s
behalf.WeassonsofAdam inheritedthatmandate.

WORKBUTDON’TGETTRAPPED

WorkshouldbeaservicetoGod.Ifyouhavetoworkundersomeone,withina
corporation,makesureyoudon’tgettrappedbytheworldsystem.LikeDanielin
Babylon.Heworkedunderanevilking,butrightfrom thebeginningheandhis
friendsensuredtheydidnotpartakeofthedietofBabylon.Hedidnotbowtotheir
gods;youmustnotbowtothegodsofthisworld.MyfriendsRajandThomasare
trappedintheirjobsandtheirplushlifestyles.Theycannotfullypursuethemandate
ofGodfortheirlivesunlesstheysetthemselvesfreefrom thetrapofthework
system.Ifyouaretrappedmakesureyoupayyourselfandbuildasecuredfinancial
future.Learnandunderstandthelawsofmoneytoensuremoneyworksforyou.

Wewerenotcreatedtohustlethroughlifetomakeendsmeet.Thefruitofthe
worldsystem issurvival.Allourpotentialdiesandtheonlythingwehavetoshow
forourlifeisbreathing.Itisdesignedthatway.Togetadifferentresult,wehaveto
be deliberate to change ouractions.Onlya mad man doesthe same things
expectingadifferentresult.

IfyoulikeRajarecontentstillwithyourlifenow,readnofurther.Changecomesto
theonewhoisfedup!

TobefreetoserveGodandfulfillyourcalling,youhavetodoeverythingtoset
yourselffreefrom thecaptivityofmoneyandtheworldsystem.Wewilldiscussthe
strategiestosetyoufreeinsubsequentchapters.Itisimportanttorememberthat
thisbookisapracticalguidetosetyoufreeandbreaktheignorancethesystem
usestokeepyouincaptivity.Howevertheprinciplescontainedhereinmustbe
followeddiligentlytosetyoufree.

Weemphasizethatbeforeanychangecanhappen,apersonhastobegintosee
differently.Yourlifenow,isasaresultofthevisionyouhavehadconsciouslyor
unconsciously.Yourabilitytoseeisvitaltothisfreedom.Ifyouareinafinancial
crisis,whatyouhaveseenandhowyouseetheworldareultimatelyresponsiblefor
whereyouare.Thefirststepinthejourneytofreedom hastobeginwithyour



perspective.Youhavetochangeyourparadigm,theprism from whichyouseeand
adopttheperspectiveoftheKingdom ofGod.Thenchangecanbegin.

WAKEUPFROMYOURSLUMBER

 Ifyoukeepreceivingasalarybutyoucannotlivewithoutthesalary
youaretrappedintheworldsystem.

 Theworldsystem keepsyoucaptivebyenticingyouusingyourown
desirestospendthemoneyyoumake.TheAmericandream isnotyour
ultimatedream.Comfortorluxuryaregoodbutshouldnotbethe
culminationofyourlife.

 Ifyoufollowthedesiresoftheworldyouwillenduptrappedinits
system.Companiesareafterapieceofyourincome,ifyoufollowwhat
theytellyouthroughadvertisingorpeerpressureyouwillfallintotheir
plan.

 Youhavenohopeofgettingoutofthetrapoftheworldsystem and
buildingasecuredfinancialfuture,ifyoudonotpayyourself.

 Youmustbediscontentwithyourlifeasitisnow.Youwerenot
createdtoliveforahouseoracaroranaffluentlifestylenomatterhow
comfortable.Weallhaveacallfrom Godforwhichwearetolive.You
havetoseektheassignmentofGodforyourlifehereontheearth.

 TheassignmentpromotesGod’sagendaandexpandstheinfluence
ofGod’sgovernmentontheearth.InsodoingtheprayerinMathew
6:10isanswered,asitisinheavensoitisontheearth.

 Throughyourassignmentontheearth,youweremeanttohave
dominion.Asyoubecomefruitfulbyproducinggoodsandservices,
from yourabilitiesandasyoumultiplyyourproducts,youmultiply
money,thereforeyoucanhavedominioninyourareaofcalling.

That’s the principle thatbig corporations have used to gain marketshares.
CompaniessuchasCocacolaandAppleproducedtheirdrinksandphonesand
becameexcellentatproduction,tomeetthedemandinthemarket.Asdemandfor
thesegoodswentup,theymademoreandmoremoneyandeventuallybecame
dominantplayersintheirmarkets.Coca-Colastartedinasmalltownwithjusta
recipe,inadrugstorein1886.Foundedbyabookkeeper,FrankRobinsonandthe
manwhocreatedtherecipe,pharmacistJohnPemberton.Over100years,theygot
betterand betteratproducing theircola drink and marketing the drink,they
multiplied,becomebiggerandbigger.Cocacolaiscurrentlyoneofthelargest
beverageproducersintheworld.

SELFASSESSMENTTEST

Answerthefollowingquestionstodoaninventoryofyourlife:
1.Whatmakesyougetupinthemorning?



2.Areyoudoingthejobyouarepassionateabout?
3.Doyouknowyourpurposeandareyoulivingit?
4.Whatareyouspendingmoneyon?
5.Howmanyofthethingsyoubuyarethingsyouneed?Howmanyof
them arethingsyoudon’tneedbutdesired?
6.Doyouhaveitemspurchasedtoboostyourego?Whatinformsyour
desire?Gettotherealreasonyouboughtthecar,orhouseorthat
gadget.
7.Wherearethelast5,10,20yearsofyourlife?Canyouprovide
tangibleevidenceofwhatyouhavedonewiththoseyears?Thisshould
notincludemarryingorhavingchildrenbecauseyourultimatereason
forbeingonearthisGodandHisassignmentnotanythingelse.

Ifyouhavereadthroughthisfirstchapterandidentifiedsomeofthebondageyou
aretrappedin,youmayexperiencethefollowing.Sadnessathavinglostsomany
years of your life,hopelessness at being trapped by the expenses and
responsibilitiesyoubearandangeratnotbeingabletodowhatyoulove.Taketime
tofeeltheseemotions,andtolettheseemotionsburninyouuntilyoumustseeka
wayout.Ifyouareaprisoner,youhavetoturntheseemotionsintoastrongdesire
tobefreebecauseifyouarenotfree,youwilllivealifeofsadnessandregret.You
mustexamineyourlifenowanddeterminethatisNOTthelifeyouwishtocontinue
tolive.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Aworldsystem isdefinedasawholeplanorschemeconsistingof
manypartsconnectedinsuchamannerastocreateachainofmutual
dependencies

 Theworldsystem isatrapthatenslaves,peopleendupspending
theirliveslivingforfood,shelterandclothing.

 Untilyou begin to seelifedifferently,worldlydesireswillkeep
runningyou.

 Foramantoescapethetrapoftheworldsystem,hehastochange
hisperspectiveonlife.

 Thepursuitofwealthisnotwhatourtimehereonearthisfor.

 Mostpeoplearenotthinkingabouttheirpurposeandevenifthey
were,theycannotpursuepurposebecausetheirresponsibilitiesand
expensescannotallowthem

 OurcallistoworshipandserveGodonlybutifwefallintothe
temptationthattheworldsystem presents,weendupworshipingand
servingit.Webecomeslavestotheworldsystem eveniftheworld
celebratesus.

 Wewerenotcreatedtohustlethroughlifetomakeendsmeet.



CHAPTER2

IMPORTANCEOF 
PAYINGYOURSELF

YOURFUTUREDEPENDSONTHECHOICESYOUMAKETODAY



Aswehavedefinedtheworldsystem,wehavedeterminedthatmostpeopleare
notlivingtheirlivesforGod.Infactifyouhaveanalyzedyourlifebasedonthe
questionsattheendofChapter1,youwillrealizethatyoutoomaynotbelivingfor
GodandthepurposeforwhichHeplacedyouhereontheearth.Yes,youloveGod
butbecausebillscontrolyou,youarenotabletoloveyourGodwithallyourheart,all
yoursoulandwithyourentiremindandwithallyourstrength12.Ifyoucannotdoas
Jesusdid;HedideverythingGodtoldhim todo13 ,youaretrapped.IfGodtoldyouto
movefrom yourcurrentjobtoalowerpayingjobinyourareaofpassion,wouldyou
beableto?Doyouhavethefreedom andboldnesstosaynotopracticeswithinyour
jobthatdonotagreewiththeleadingofGod,withoutfearoflosingyourjob?Areyou
abletogiveyourfamily,yourchildrenthequalitytimetheyrequiretobegodly
offspring?14Ifyouranswerisnotoanyofthesequestions,thenyouneedtofinda
wayout.Setyourselffreefrom thethingthatstopsyou.Buildasecuredfinancial
future.

Thisiswhyitisimportanttopayyourself.Letmefirstdefinewhat‘payyourself’
meansandcorrectsomeofthewrongperceptionsofwhatpeoplethinkitmeans.
Topayyourselfmeanstosetasidemoneythatyouearnhoweverfrequently;dailyor
monthly.Payingyourselfdoesnotrefertotheamountofmoneyyouhaveleftafter
yourvariousexpenditures.Yousetasidemoneyforpayingyourselfonlyaftergiving
yourtithesandofferingsbutbeforedeductingyourexpenses.Thismoneyisyour
savingswhichwillbeusedtomakeinvestments.Aswehaveseen,theworldisbuilt
toentrapyouintoreceivingasalaryorincomebutneverbeingfreefrom it.Tonever
beingfinanciallyfree.Toescapethistrap,youneedtooutsmartthissystem by
learningtodeliberatelysetasideanamountofmoneyeverymonthtowardsmeeting
yourgoaloffinancialindependence.

MYTHSABOUTPAYING 

YOURSELF

Thereisapopularsayingintheworldwhenreferringtosalary.Wesayweearnan
income.Thisleadspeopletobelievethatbecausetheyearnmoney,theyarepaying
themselves.

1.HAVING A SALARY OR HAVING AN INCOME IS NOT EQUAL TO PAYING

YOURSELF.

THEFIRSTTHINGTHATHAPPENSWHEN YOURINCOMEISALLOCATEDTO YOUISTHAT

THE GOVERNMENT PAYS ITSELF,THROUGH TAXES.THEN THERE ARE OTHER

DEDUCTIONSMADEDEPENDINGONYOURCOUNTRY.THEYMAYINCLUDELIFEINSURANCE,
CAR INSURANCE AND MEDICAL INSURANCE AND PENSION CONTRIBUTIONS.AGAIN

BECAUSEYOUMAYBECONTRIBUTINGTOWARDSYOURPENSION,YOUWOULDCONCLUDE

THATYOUAREPAYINGYOURSELF.MOSTTIMESTHEMONEYSETASIDETOWARDSYOUR

PENSIONISNOTADEQUATETOCATERFORYOURNEEDSWHENYOURETIRE.IFYOUONLY

FOCUS ON YOUR PENSION CONTRIBUTION,IT IS ALSO LIKELY TO ENTRAP YOU INTO



STAYINGINYOURJOBANDNOTPURSUINGANYTHINGELSE.YOUMUSTRESISTTHEURGE

TOBECOMFORTABLE.

2.TO PAYYOURSELFDOESNOTMEAN TO ‘REWARD’YOURSELFBYBUYING

YOURSELFLIABILITIESTHATSTROKEYOUREGO.

REMEMBER MY FRIEND RAJ?THIS SUMMER,RAJ AND HIS FAMILY WENT ON A

WEEKLONGVACATIONTOTHECARIBBEAN.RAJBELIEVESTHATBECAUSEHEWORKSSO
MANYHOURSAWEEKANDDOESNOTGETTOSEEHISFAMILYASMUCH ASHEWOULD

WANTTO,AVACATIONISTHEPERFECTWAYTOREWARDHIMSELFFORALLTHATHARD

WORK AND SACRIFICE.PLUS HE GETS TO SPEND TIME WITH HIS FAMILY.PAYING

YOURSELFMEANSYOUMUSTACQUIREASSETSANDREDUCEYOURLIABILITIES.ASSETS

ARE THINGS THAT BRING MONEY INTO YOUR POCKETS.IF RAJ HAD SAVED THE

VACATION MONEY AND TOOK HIS FAMILY ON A MORE MODEST HOLIDAY,HE WOULD

HAVEBEENABLETOSETASIDEOVER$10,000TOBUYASSETS.LIABILITIESARETHOSE

THINGSTHATTAKEMONEYFROM YOU.WHENYOUPUTASIDEMONEYFORYOURFUTURE

YOUAREPAYING YOURSELFANDBUILDING ASECUREDFINANCIALFUTURE.WHEN YOU

SETASIDEMONEYFORYOURCHILDREN’SFUTURE;FORSCHOOLFEESAND SUCH,YOU

AREPAYING YOURSELF.WHEN YOU SETASIDEMONEYTOWARDSYOUR CALLING,YOU

AREPAYINGYOURSELFANDBUILDINGASECUREDFINANCIALFUTURE.

3.PAYINGYOURSELFISNOTLIMITEDONLYTOTHOSEWHOAREEMPLOYED.

Smallandmedium enterprisesmakeupthelargerpartofeconomicgrowthacross
Africaandotherdevelopingcountries.Somepeopleworkonafreelancebasisand
thereforedonothavearegularsalary.Tobeabletopayyourselfandbuildasecure
financialfuture,youneedtoknow whatyournecessaryexpensesareatanygiven
monthandsaveallamountsaboveyournecessaryexpenses.Onlowseasons,what
ifyourincomeisnotenoughtopayyourbasicexpensesforamonth?Thisiswhyit
isimportanttobuildapassiveincomefrom yourinvestmentssothatyouarenot
relyingonyoursalaryoractiveincometolive.Itgivesyoufreedom tofocuson
growingyourbusiness.

Alotofpeoplehaveagoodincomeandhavenomoneyleftafterpayingtheirbills.
Inthiscaseyouarelivingfrom paychecktopaycheck.Youhavepaidyourlandlord,
yourelectricitycompany,thewatercompany,schools,theshopwhereyoubuyyour
clothes,thesalonwhereyourhairisdoneandeverybodyelseexceptyourself.Don’t
justworkforothers;makesureyouareworkingforyourselfandbuildingyourfuture.

Payingyourselfinvolvessettingasideatleast30% towardsyourfuturethrough
savingsandinvestment.Ifyouaremarriedorhavechildren,abeginningtargetofat
least10% ofyourincomeisdoable.Grow thistargetto30% assoonasyoucan,
dependingonyourresponsibilities.Howeveraim to saveatleast50% ofyour
income.Ifyouarenotmarriedanddonothavechildren,aim tostartsavingatleast
30% ofyourincomeandtargettogrow to70% ofyourincome.Thiswillhelpyou
reachyougoalsfasterandhelpyoubreakfreefrom thetrapoftheworldsystem
earlier.

Becoming a millionaire isa numbersgame.EveryChristian can and should



becomeone.Thisbeginsfirstwithhow muchmoneyyouareabletopayyourself
regularlytosecureyourfinancialfuture.Thenhow muchisputininvestments,
earningagoodreturn,atleast20% peryear.Wewilllookathow thiscanbe
achievedinthechapteroninvestments.

Pleasenoteherethatthegoalofsavingsistoinvestnotforsavingssake.Once
you haveaccumulated enough moneyin savings,you haveto then makethe
decisiontoinvestdependingonyourfinancialplan.Youhavetomakesureyour
investmentsaremakingmoney.Jesusteachesintheparableofthesowerthatnot
allofthescatteredseedsgerminate.Someseedsfallonrockygroundandotherson
footpathsanddonotgerminate.Ofthoseseedsthatdogerminatesomeare
chockedbythornbushes.Onlyafewbearfruits,butofthefruitstheybringforth,itis
enoughtocoverforthelossofsomeseeds.Whenmakinginvestments,youneedto
followthesameprinciple.Diversifyyourinvestmentstoensurethattheprofitfrom
yourinvestmentswouldbeenoughtocoverforanylossyoumayincuronsome
investments.Wewilllookatmoreofthisinthechapteroninvestments.

Savemoneydespiteexpenses.Someonemayask,Idon’tearnenoughmoneyto
save,how canIsetasidemoneywhenIhavesomanyexpenses?Thereasonyou
setasidemoneyistobuildyourfuture.Ifyoudonotfindmoneytosave,youwillbe
unabletobreakfreefrom thecycleoflivingfrom incometoincome,salarytosalary
tryingtomakeendsmeet.Ifthesowerhadeatenhisseeds,hewouldnothave
received 30,60 and 100 timesasmuch ashe had planted.You have to be
determinedwithinyourselftofindwaystosavemoney.Wewilllookathowtointhe
followingchapteronsavings.

YOURTICKETOUTOFPOVERTY

Thereisacosttobeingpoor,unfortunately.Formostcountriesaroundtheworld,
thecostoflivingforpoorpeopleishigherthanfortherichandthemiddleclass.
Loansaremoreexpensive,withhigherinterestrateschargedwhilegoodsboughtin
smallquantitiesbythepoordonotbenefitfrom economiesofscale.Ifyouhave
evervisitedaslum inthedevelopingworldoralow incomeneighborhoodinthe
developedworld,youwillidentifycertainthingsthatareveryprevalentthere.There
aremanydysfunctionalhomesandabsenteefathersandtheresultsarehighlevels
ofprostitution,violence,murderand crime.Povertyreduces human beings to
subhumancreatures.Itrobsthem ofthedignityendowedonthem bytheircreator.
Payingyourselfisyourticketoutofpovertytoasecuredfinancialfuture.

Ifyourearningsaremeager,itisevenmorecriticalforyoutosetasidemoney.You
canusethismoneytoinvestinyourself,tostartanew business,toimproveyour
skillsandtoknowthelawsofmoney.Thisistheonlywayyoucouldincreaseyour
earningandbreakawayfrom thecycleofpoverty.Ifyourincomeislessthanthe
minimum wageinyourcountry,youmayfirsthavetoseekforwaystoincreaseyour
incomewhilemaintainingorevenreducingyourcurrentstandardofliving.Youneed
toeducateyourmindfirstbecausetheprimarycauseofpovertyisignorance.

Ahousemaidinacertain thirdworldnationfoundsomeoutdatedunusednotes,



equivalenttolessthanadollar.Becausetheywerenolongerusedaslegaltender,
sheapproachedheremployer,toseeiftheemployercouldgivehertheequivalent
worthinthenewcurrency.Whatshedidnotknowwasthatthesenoteswerenow
collectablesworthhundredsofdollars.Becauseofignorance,sheexchangedthese
outdatednotesforafewdollars.Youprobablyhavelostopportunitieslikethismaid
did before.Maybe you did noteven notice thatyou were missing outon
opportunities.If you do noteducate yourself you willkeep missing such
opportunities.Byreadingbooksandlisteningtotalksbypeoplewhohavebroken
free,youcaneducateyourselfandbeabletospotopportunitieswhentheycome.
Investinbooksfrom publiclibrariesorintheinternettoeducateyourself.

Therearenow opportunitiesto makemoneybyproviding freelanceservices
throughtheinternet.Takeaninventoryofyourtimeandmakeefficientuseofyour
timeatwork.Useyoursparehourstotakeupaparttimejob,orfreelanceworkthat
canincreaseyourincome.Onceyouhavespenttimeeducatingyourmind,youwill
beabletospotopportunitiestomakeadditionalincome.Youcouldborrow stock
from awholesaleandretailittoyourcolleaguesatworkduringofficebreaksand
keeptheprofits.Opportunitycomestothemindthatisprepared.

PAYYOURSELFWHENYOUHAVENOJOB

Whatifyouhavenojob?Ifyouhavenojob,youhaveavaluablecommoditycalled
time.Asdiscussedearlieritisimportanttodoaninventoryofyourlife.Lookatyour
abilities;haveyoudevelopedyourabilitiesenoughtoeasilyturnthem intogoodsor
services?Taketimetodevelopthesegoodsorservicesandsellthem tocreate
money.Whatskillscanyouusetoyouradvantage?Ifyouareveryoutgoingand
social,youcaneasilysellaproductoraservicethatyouarepassionateabout.
Someoftheworld’swealthiestpeoplearesalespeople.Salesisahighlysought
afterskillaseverynon-profitorganizationintheworldisseekingtosellitsgoodsfor
profit.Ifyoucanrefinethisskillyoucanworkandgenerategoodcommissionswhile
stillmaintainingsomeofyourtime,freedom andautonomy.Theextratimeyouhave
shouldbeusedtoexploremoreintoyourcalling,refineyourgiftsandbuildyour
business.Makesureyouaresettingasidemoneytopayyourselfevenasyoulookto
transitiontoyourareaofcalling.Secureyourfinancialfutureevenwhenyoudon’t
haveajob.Thepurposehereistosetyourselffreesothatyoucanpursueyour
calling.Makesuremoneyeventuallyworksforyouandyouarenotforcedtowork
formoney.

Fouryoungmen,inoneofthedevelopingcountriesintheworldfoundthemselves
unabletofindjobsandinpoverty.Astheylookedaroundtheirneighborhoodthey
noticedaninterestingtrend.Mostofthepeoplewhohadjobslefttheirhomesvery
earlyinthemorning,before6am tobeatthecity’strafficjam.Becausetheyleftso
earlytheydidnothavetimetotakebreakfastandsincetheycouldnotaffordthe
highpricesinthecity,theydidnoteatallday.Theseyoungmendecidedtoaddress
thisproblem.Theyborrowed$50from ayouthco-operativeintheircountryand
boughtcookingequipmentandgovernmentlicenses.Theybegantomakesimple



snackswhichtheywouldsellforlessthanadollar.Theyopentheirstallat4am and
prepareandpackthesnacks.By8am everymorningtheymadeatleast25$each.
Eachmonththeywouldmakeatleast$500whichisequivalenttoateacher’ssalary
inadevelopingcountry.From theseproceedstheyoungmenwereabletoenrollina
college.Theoldestofthem nowrunsanITconsultingfirm inthecitywhiletherest
oftheyoungmenarestillincollege.Theycontinuetoruntheirsnackshop.They
havebeenabletomakevariousinvestmentsandbecausetheydonothavetorely
onajob,theyarefreetosetuptheirownbusinessesintheirareasofpassion.

Oneofthecommoncomplaintsbyemployersparticularlyagainstmillennials;
youngpeoplebelow theageof30,isthequalityoftheworktheyproduce.Most
peopledothebareminimum.Outofhundreds,onlyoneortwopeopleareableto
producequalitywork.Makeityourgoaltodevelopyourselftothelevelthatyoucan
produceexceptionalwork,anddifferentiateyourselfbyyourlevelofexcellence.

Catherine,adaughtertooneofourchurchmembersattendedoneofourchurches
withhermother.Shehadjustfinishedhighschoolanddidnothaveanymoneytogo
tocollege.Shepickedupabookwrittenbyachurchmemberwithsomeofthelife
principlesItaughtandshestudieditthoroughly.Beforesheturned18,shetookupa
menialjobatacarwashcompany.Shemadeuphermindtoapplywhatshehad
learntandtodoherverybest.Whileworkingthere,shedidherjobsdiligentlyand
consistently.Shedidnotcomplainorrefuseanyworkandshemadesureshedid
herworkasfastasshecouldandwithexcellence.Eventuallythecompanyowners
noticedherandpromotedhertomanagetheotheremployees.Shecontinuedtobe
diligentatherworkandshebecamesoeffectivethatsheovertookthegeneral
manageratthecompanyintermsofresults.Thebossesthendecidedtomakeher
themanagingdirectorofthecompanyatage19.From hersalaryshesavedmoney
and she’sbeen paying hercollegefeesattheuniversitywhereshehasbeen
studyingthelastcoupleofyears.Shepaidherselfandsheisnowbuildingherfuture
bypursuingadegreeinFinanceandEconomics,herareaofinterest.Irrespectiveof
yourcircumstances,whetheryouareemployedorself-employedorjobless,youtoo
canlearntheprinciplestopayyourselfandbuildyourfuture.

Africahassomeoftheworld’shighestunemploymentrates.Insomecountries,
theunemploymentrateisashighas54%ofthepopulation15.Mostofthesepeople
arelargelyyoungpeoplebelowtheageof30years.Theeducationsystemsinthese
countriesdonotpreparetheseyouthforentrepreneurshiportodevelopjobsfor
themselves,andsomanybelievetheycanonlyhaveanincomeoncetheyare
employed.Theyhaveseengenerationsoftheirparentsandgrandparentsspend
theiryearsbeingemployedbysomeoneelseforasalary.Becauseofthismindset
theyareunabletotakeadvantageofopportunitiesaroundthem andconvertthem to
money.Socialmediaprovidesalotofopportunitiesforanentrepreneurialmind.
Thereareonlineplatformssuitabletoadvertiseandsellyourgoods.Otherplatforms
provideopportunitiestoofferservices.Evenifyoufeltyoudonothavealotof
talents,ifyouhaveafunctioningbrainyoucanprovideagoodorservicebyusing
yourmind.Forexample,youcancookcertainfoodsand sellthem viaonline
marketing,generatingahigherincomethanifyousoldinyourneighborhood.Infact,



ifyouhavesomecookingorcleaningskills,youcansetupaFacebookpageora
YouTubechannelwhereyoucangiveadviceonhowtocookorcleanwell.YouTube
allowsyoutomakemoneyfrom youvideosdependingonhowmanyviewersyouget.
Opportunitiesotherthantheinternetareavailableparticularlyinthedeveloping
world.Opportunitysometimes comes wrapped up in problems.Whatare the
problemsinyourarea,anddoyouhavethesolutions?Sellthesesolutionstocreate
money.Likethefouryoungmeninourearlierexample,identifyasolutiontothe
problemsinyourareaandmakemoneyfrom sellingthesolutions,nomatterhow
small.Therearemanyemergingopportunitiestomakemoney;youneedtoengage
yourbraininmuchthoughttodiguptheseopportunities.Donotallow yourselfto
fallintoexcusesorpityparties;thatwillbeadeepditchtogetoutof.

Useprayer;CommunionwithGodtoencourageyourself,todiscoveryourselfand
togetnewideasonhowtosolvetheproblemsinyourlife.RememberthatGodis
yourstrengthandyourexceedinggreatreward16.IfyouhaveGod,youhaveallthe
answers.SeekHiswillontheissuesyouarecurrentlydealingwithandonceyouget
aleadingfrom him onhowtomoveforward,takeaction.Don’tprocrastinate.Donot
letprayersbeyourexcusefornottakingactionsattherighttime.Whenyou
experiencefailure,gobacktoGodandHiswordforencouragement.Whenyouare
worried,raiseyourworriesuptoGod,sothatyoucanhavepeace.Lackofpeace,
discouragementanddepressionaresomeofthethingsthatmightdriveyouto
spendmoneytorelieveyourdiscomfort.Bingeeatingandshoppingaddictionare
someofthethingsdrivenbystressesoflife.Whenyourmindisatpeace,youare
abletoseesolutionsandopportunitiesmoreeasily.InvestintimewithGod,you
havethemindofChristandcantapintoitforanswerstoanyproblem.Knowingwho
youarewilldeliveryoufrom peerpressureandtheculturalpressurethatleadsusto
wastemoney.Italsoshieldsyoufrom lovingmoneyandbecomingaslavetomoney.

Duringthestressfultimeatwork,Thomas,myfrienddiscoveredthegospelofthe
kingdom andbegantoprayabouthisproblem atwork.Atfirsthewouldonlypray
concerningtheinvestigationsathisjobandthathewouldretainhisjob.Withtime
herealizedhisjobhadbecomeatraptohim,hewasterrifiedoflosingit.Heknew
hehadtodosomethingaboutit.Hehadtoconfrontthefearoflosinghisjoband
begintoinsurehimselfagainstthedependenceonhissalary.Throughprayer,his
eyeswereopenedtothetraphewasin.Eventhoughhewasmakingagoodsalary,
hecouldnotaffordtolosehisjob.Hehasstartedonthejourneytochangehis
situation.

MAKINGMONEYISN’TPAYINGYOURSELF

Wehaveseenovertimehowever,thatmakingalotofmoneydoesnotmakeyou
financiallyindependentanddoesnotbuildasecuredfinancialfuture.American
NBA17basketballplayersaresomeofthehighestpaidathletesintheworldandyet
60%oftheplayersarebrokewithinthefirst5yearsofretirement18.78%offormer
NationalFootballLeague,NFLplayersareinfinancialcrisisorbankruptwithinthe
first2yearsofretirement.Thereasonisattributedtoignoranceaboutmoneyand



poorfinancialhabits and decisions concerning theirearnings.Mostofthose
athletesspendmoneyextravagantlyandareuninterestedinlearningaboutsavings
andinvestments.

Ifyoudonotlearntopayyourself,youhavenohopeofbecomingfinancially
independentandhavingsecuredfinancialfuture,nomatterhow muchyoumake.
Youcannotcomeoutoffinancialcrisisordebt.Youcanonlybelikenedtothepoor
farmerwhoeatsallhisseedsfrom hisharvest.Hedoesnotsetasideseedsforthe
nextplantingseason.Hewillhavenothingtoplantinthatseasonandhisfutureis
doomed.Evenifhehadreducedhiseatingtothebareminimum,unlikethesowerhe
hasnohopefor30,60or100timesmoreinharvest.Payingyourselfensuresyoudo
noteattomorrow’sfoodtoday.Whenyoudon’tpayyourselfyouaretrappedworking
forothers.

Itisthroughtheprincipleofsavingandtheninvestmentthatyoucanbesetfree
from relianceonsalaryandbuildasecuredfinancialfuture.Onceyoudon’tneeda
salarytoearnmoney,youcanthenbefreetoworkwithinyourcalling.Thereasonso
manypeoplearenotabletofollowtheirpurposeisbecausetheyneedasalaryand
whattheyarepassionateaboutmaynotmakethem moneyatthebeginning.Let’s
sayyouareanaccountantbytrainingbutyourcallisasamusician.Youneedtime
todevelopyourgiftasamusician,tolearntopackageyourselfandyourmusic,
marketitandbeacceptedinthemarketplace.Intheprocessoftrainingand
developmentyou maynotbe able to make much from yourgift.Ifyou had
investmentsworkingforyou,generatingmoneyforyou,youcouldbeabletoquit
yourjob,enrollin a musicschoolorjoin a band to increase yourskillsand
experienceinmusic.

Itisbecauseofthefuturethatyouseeonceyouunderstandyourcalling,thatyou
sacrificetoday.Yousacrificetoday’scomfortbycuttingdownyourexpenditure,
scalingdownyourlifestyle,sothatyoucanbuildthevisionGodhasputinyourheart.
WhenIwasstartingoutmyministryinKyiv,Ukraine,Iquitawellpayingjobbecause
IrealizedIcouldnothandleboththeministryandmycareerinjournalism.Ihadto
moveoutofmytwobedroom apartment,gaveupmycarandmovedintoastudents’
hostelsothatIcouldfocusonbuildingtheministry.IwasabletoliveonthemoneyI
hadpaidmyselfwhileIhadanincome.Ihavesucceededinbuildingthelargest
evangelicalChristian church network across Europe.Determine to apply the
principlesIshowyouhere,youtoowillbefreetopursueyourcalling.

PAYYOURSELFDESPITEDEBT

Howdoyousavedespitebeingindebt?Youneedtogetoutofdebtwhileyousave.
Togetoutofdebtyouneedtostopdigging.Stopgettingintomoredebt.Thelawof
compoundingworksforyouwhenyouareinvestingbutworksagainstyouwhenyou
areindebt.Thehighertheinterestchargedthemoreyouwillpaywhenpayingoff
youroriginaldebt.Thisiswhatyoucando:

1.Lookatyourexpenses,andmakeaplanon how todrasticallyscale
downonyourlifestyle. Canyoumovetoacheaperhouseandsavecash



withinamonth?Doyouhavethingsyoucouldselloff;cars,electronics,
clothesandsuch?Settimeaframewithinwhichyouwishtodosoand
sticktoit.
2.Donotbuyanynew thingsunlessabsolutely necessary. Taketime
toplantobuynecessaryneedsandsticktotheplan.Donoteatout.
Carrypackedlunchoreatathome.Looktodiscountitemsorsaleswhen
buyingnecessarythingslikefoodandhouseholditems.
3.Usethemoneysavedtobegintopayoffyour debt. However,donot
useallyourmoneytopayyourdebt,useupto20%ofyourincometopay
offyourdebt.Calculatethetimeitwilltaketopayoffallyourdebtafter
youhavescaleddownonyourlifestyleandsticktoit.Wewilllookatthe
stepstogetoutofdebtlateroninthebook.
4.Makeitaprinciplenottolendmoney. Youarenotabankora
lendinginstitution.Theproblem withlendingwhenyouarenotlicensed
tolendisthatyouhavenowaytocompelpeopletopayyouback.You
arecompletelyunderthemercyofyourdebtor,whethertheypayyouor
notissolelytheirdecision.Onlylendmoneythatyoudonotexpectto
receiveback.

PAYGODFIRST

Itisimportanttorememberhoweverthatwedonotpayourselvesfirst.We‘pay’
Godfirst.ToChristians,itisactuallyhonoringGodwiththeirfruitfulness,whichis
theirincome.Whyisthisimportantandwhydowedoitfirst?Let’slookatsomeof
thestoriesfrom theBibleofpeoplewhohonoredGodfirstthroughgivingandhow
theywereabletopleaseGodasaresult.WestartwiththestoryofCainandAbel.In
Genesis4,AbelofferstoGodthefirstbornofhisflock,butCainoffersthefruitofthe
ground,notnecessarilythefirstfruit.Thefirstfruitwastheform oftithethen,the
firstpartofyourincome.GodrejectsCain’sofferingbecauseitwasn’tthefirstfruit
andacceptsAbel’sbecauseitwasthefirst.Abel’ssacrificepleasedGodandhewas
abletolivealifeofsignificance.ThisgivingwasdonefirsttohonorGodandhis
offeringwasacceptedbecausehediditwell,verse7andCain’swasrejected
becausehedidn’tdoitasitshouldhavebeendone.Cain,eventhoughhebuiltcities,
wasawandereranddidnotfulfillthepurposeofGodforhim.Inthesameway,you
mayseem busymakingachievementsbutifyouarenotpursuingyourcallingyour
lifeisofnorelevancetoGodandHisKingdom.

From thestoryofthesecondgenerationofinhabitantsontheearth,weseethat
theyhadalreadybuiltinthemselvesacultureofhonoringGodfirstwiththeirgiving.
Thiswaslikelylearntfrom theirparents,Adam andEve.ThepracticeofgivingGod
firstfrom yourincome is likened to a manufacturerwho puts a foolproof
mechanism inhisgadgettopreventitfrom malfunctioning.GivingtoGodfirstbuilds
inyouasafeguard,topreventyoufrom worshipingmoney.

Inanotherexample,weseeevenbeforeMoseswasgiventhelaw,thecustom of
givingatenthoftheirincomewasanancientpracticetoworshiptheobjectofthe



giving.ThepeopleofGodgaveatenthoftheirincometoGodfirsttohonorhim and
acknowledge theirreliance on Him.Abraham gave a tenth ofhis spoils to
Melchizedek,KingofSalem andpriestofGodinworship.HisdescendantJacobin
BethelmakesapromisetoGodtogiveHim atenthofeverythingGodgiveshim as
worship19.Abraham wentontofulfillhiscallasafatherofnations.Hewasaman
thatGodtrustedthathewouldorderhisfamilyafterGod.JacobbecameIsraelupon
whom thenationwasfounded.ThesemenwerefreetopursuethecallofGodfor
theirlives.

Todaymanypeoplehaveabusedthepracticeoffirstfruitbygivingittothepastor.
Firstfruitsshouldbegiventoyourparentsandpeoplewhohelpedyoutobecome
whoyouare.Ifyourparentsarewelloffyoucangiveittothepoor,destituteand
needypeople.Youshouldnotgiveyourfirstfruitstopastors.Yourfirstfruitsshould
beusedintheserviceofpeoplelikeJesuscommanded.

Nowbehold,IhavebroughtthefirstoftheproduceofthegroundwhichYou,O

LORDhavegivenmeÚ’AndyoushallsetitdownbeforetheLORDyourGod,and

worshipbeforetheLORDyourGod;andyouandtheLeviteandthealienwhois

amongyoushallrejoiceinallthegoodwhichtheLORDyourGodhasgivenyou

andyourhouseholdÚ

“Whenyouhavefinishedãaäpayingallthetitheofyourincreaseinthethird

year,theyearoftithing,thenyoushallgiveittotheLevite,tothestranger,to

theorphanandtothewidow,thattheymayeatinyourãcätownsandbe

satisfiedÚ

(Deuteronomy26Ý10ò12â

In thecultureofthedayasevidenced throughoutthescripture,oneofthe
practicesoftheIsraeliteswastokillafattenedcalforlambinhonorofavisitor.
Theyweretakingaportionoftheirwealthandgivingitawayasawaytohonorthe
visitor.Suchformsofgivingarestillpracticedtodayandareprevalentamong
varioustribesinAfricaandtheMiddleEast.GivingGodorHiscausethereforeisa
waywehonorGod.In honoring God firstwealso experienceoneofthekey
blessingsfrom God;Hepreservesusfrom worshippingmammon.TheBibleteaches
usthatwecanneverservetwomasters.ItiseitherweareservingGodorweare
servingmammon20.Whenweoffersacrificesinformsoftithesandofferingswith
pureheartstoGod,wecannotthenworshipmoneybecausewehavedemonstrated
bygivingitawaythatwevaluemoretheonetowhom wehavegiven.Thisisthefirst
principle in mastering money.You mustworship God,notmoney.Whoever
determinesyouractionsiswhoorwhatyouworship.

Theamountyoushouldgiveastitheis10%ofyourincomeandofferingsshould



beatleast5%ofyourincomebutshouldbeguidedbytheleadingofGod.Thereare
alotofteachingsconcerninggivinginmanychurchesacrosstheworldthatare
manipulativeandengineeredtomakeyougivethesepastorsasmuchofyour
moneyaspossible.Donotfallfortheseteachings.OnlygivewhatGodisdirecting
youtogive.Manypeoplehavelosttheirhomes,giventheirschoolsfeesinthename
of‘sowingseed’toreceiveblessingorforfinancialbreakthroughonlytoendup
impoverished.The‘seedsowing’isnotsowingintoyourfuture;itisonlypayingthe
churchesandthepastors.

BABYSTEPSTOBEGINWITH

1.InvesttimetoknowGodandHisword.ThemoreyouknowGod,the
moreyouknowwhoyouareandcanwithstandthepressuretoworship
money.Theworldsystem issetuptomakeyouaslavetomoneyandto
makeyouliveaccordingtothedictatesofmoney.
2.Takeresponsibilityforthecurrentstateofyourlife.Admityouwere
wrongandstopmakingexcuses.Excusesarethetrademarkofafailure.
Whenyoumakeexcusesyouabdicatefrom theabilitytochangeyour
situation.
3.Toovercomefinancialcrisis,youmustfirstovercomethepovertyof
themind.Investtimeandmoneytoeducateyourselfonthelawsof
money,ondiscoveringyourcallinganddevelopingyourgiftsandabilities
intousableskills.
4.Ifyourexpensesexceedyourincome,youarenevergoingtobe
financiallyfree.Learnhowtomanagemoneysothatitdoesn’tmakeyou
itsservant.Masteryourselfanddon’tspendmoneyemotionally.Theway
youspendmoneymaybewhatiscausingyourfinancialcrisis.
5.Donotallowmaterialthingstodefinewhoyouare.Yourworthisnot
determinedbytheabundanceofyourpossessions.Know whoyouare.
Stopspendingmoneyonwhatyoudon’thavetoimpresspeoplewho
don’tcare.Livebelowyourmeansuntilyouhavemoneyworkingforyou.
6.Findnew waystobefrugal.Notmean,frugal.Thereisadifference.
Frugalityiscuttingoutspendingonwhatyoudon’tneed,meannessis
eliminatingspendingonthingsyouneedlikeinsurance,healthcareand
healthyfood.Neverspendonwhatyoucandowithout.Askyourself,ifI
don’tspendonthiswillitcostme?WillIdie?Ifnotdon’tspendit.Drawa
listofthingsorpeoplewhoaretakingmoneyfrom youandcrossthem
outonebyoneuntilyouonlyhavethenecessaryones.
7.Distributeyourincomeinorderofimportanceinpercentages,starting
withGodthenyourself.Give10%ofyourincometoGodintithesand5%
inofferings.Createacultureofsavingatleast30%ofyourincome.Ifyou
areoverburdenedbydebt,beginat10% andgrow into 30% ofyour
income.
8.Createmoney.Findnewwaystoincreaseyourincome.Engageyour



mindandengageGodfornew moneymakingideas.Manageyourtime
welltohavemoretimeforthenewmoneymakingopportunities.
9.Thepurposeofsavingisnotjustsavingbuttoinvest.Begintoinvest
themoneysavedassoonaspossible.

Torecap,wehaveseenthatyourfinancialfulfillmentisnotdependentonhow
muchyoumakebuthow successfulyouareinmanagingtheresourcesyouhave.
Wehavebustedthemythsthatsurroundtheconceptofpayingyourself.Paying
yourselfissettingasidemoneytoinvesttowardsyourfuture.Anythingelseisjust
expenses.Donotdeludeyourselfintothinkingthatyouarepayingyourselfbecause
youearnasalaryoryoubuy‘stuffs’foryourself.Onlysavingsandinvestments
qualifyaspayingyourself.YounotethatIdidnotindicateyoupayyourselffirst.You
payGodfirsttohonorandworshiphim andtopreserveyourselffrom worshipping
money.

Inthenextchapterwewouldlookatthetechnicalitiesofpayingyourself.Howdo
yousavemoney?Ifyouarelikemostpeopleyouhavetriedtosavemoney,probably
morethanonceandfailed.Howdoyouensureyousucceedinsavingmoney?Iwill
nowshowyoutrickstousetoguaranteesuccessinsavings.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Toescapethetrapofthesystem,youneedtooutsmartthisitby
learningtodeliberatelysetasideanamountofmoneyeverymonth
towardsmeetingyourgoaloffinancialindependence.

 Youmustresisttheurgetobecomfortable.

 Whenyouputasidemoneyforyourfuture,youarepayingyourself
andbuildingasecuredfinancialfuture.

 Don’tjustworkforothers;makesureyouareworkingforyourself
andbuildingyourfuture.

 Povertyreduceshumanbeingstosubhumancreatures.Itrobsthem
ofthedignityendowedonthem bytheircreator.

 Ifyourearningsaremeager,itisevenmorecriticalforyoutoset
asidemoney.

 Theprimarycauseofpovertyisignoranceofthemind.

 Therearemanyemergingopportunitiestomakemoney;youneedto
engageyourbraininmuchthoughttodiguptheseopportunities.

 Don’tprocrastinate.letprayingnotbeyourexcuseforlackofaction.

 Itisthroughtheprincipleofsavingandtheninvestmentthatyou
canbesetfreefrom relianceonsalaryandbuildasecuredfinancial
future

 Itisbecauseofthefuturethatyouseeonceyouunderstandyour
calling,thatyousacrificetoday.

 Todaymanypeoplehaveabusedthepracticeoffirstfruitbygivingit
tothepastor.



 GiveonlywhatGodisdirectingyoutogive.

CHAPTER3

THEDISCIPLINE 

OFSAVING

“Iwouldventuretosaylackofpersonalself-disciplineisthenumberonedelineating

factorbetweentherich,thepoorandmiddleclass” 

RobertKiyosaki,AuthorofRichDad,PoorDad.

RobertKiyosakiisarespectedauthor.InhisbestsellingbookRichDad,PoorDadhe

makesacomparisonbetweenhistwomentorsandhow theirlife’sphilosophyinfluenced

whethertheysucceededatbuildingwealthornot.Inhisexperienceshesummarizes

personalself-disciplineasakeyreasonwhysomepeoplearerichandothersarepoor.If

youlackself-discipline,youwillenduppoor.

Nowthatyouunderstandtheimportanceofpayingyourself,wheredowebegin?Savingis

yourfirststeptofinancialfreedom.

ThestoryistoldofaworkerintheUnitedStates,ElinorSauerwein21,whoatthetimeof

herdeathhadamassedalmost2millionUSdollars.Shehadworkedasateacher,acook

andforamachinescompany.Noneofthejobswerehighincomejobs;infactsomewere

quitemenial.Shestartedsavingthismoneywithonegoal,togivetotheSalvationArmy’s

work.Uponherdeath,herestategave$1,731,533inDecember2011toaCaliforniabranch

oftheSalvationArmy.Howdidshemanagethiswhileherjobswereandarestillamongthe

lowestincomepayingjobsintheUnitedStates?Elinorwasbornintheearly1900’sandby



thetimeshewasfinishingcollegethegreatdepressionhadwreckedahavoconthejob

market.Shewastaughtasshegrew upnevertowasteanythingandpracticedfrugality

almosttoanextreme.Shewoulddryherlaundryonaclotheslineinherbackyard,savingon

bothadryerandelectricity.Shewoulddoherownhouseholdrepairsandmaintenance.She

wouldnotgotorestaurantsorthemoviesorpayforcableTVbecause ‘everydollarIsaveis

anotherdollarthatcouldgototheSalvationArmy.’Whenshegotmarriedbothsheandher

husband continued the practice offrugality.Harold Sauerwein,herhusband and a

contractor,builttheirhomewith hisown two hands.Elinorgrew herown fruitsand

vegetablesinherbackyardgardenandwouldpickthem herselfevenatoldage.Shetooka

vacationonlyonceinherlifeandconsidereditaspendingspree.Thepeoplearoundher

thoughtshewaspoorbecauseshelivedlikeshewaspoor.ElinorandHaroldinvestedtheir

savingsinvariousbusinessopportunitiesandElinorcontinuedinthispracticeevenafter

herhusband’sdeath.Elinor’sstoryshouldinspireyoutolookforfoxesinyourexpensesthat

areeatingyourmoneyandeliminatethem.Ifshecouldsavemoney,youtoocansave

moneythroughsomeoftheprinciplesofbeingfrugal.Yourabilitytosaveshouldbedriven

byyourgoal.LikeElinor,youshouldbeabletosay,everycoinsavedisanothercointopay

myselfandsetmefreetoadvanceGod’sKingdom.Wewilllookatsettingfinancialgoalsto

fuelyoursavingsinthecomingparagraphs.

HOWTOSTARTSAVING

BillsandexpensesareoneofthekeytoolsusedbySatantocontrolpeople.Billsand

expenseswanttobeyourmaster.Thetemptationistomakebillsthefocusofyourlife,

whatyouarelivingfor.Thefirstthingyoudowhenyougetyoursalaryistopayyourbills.If

youarepaying50to70% ofyourincometowardsmeetingyourbills,youareaslaveto

thosebills.Ifyousayyoucannotsavebecauseyouhavemanybillsyouaresayingyoudon’t

careaboutyourfuture.Youhaveresignedyourselftoalifewherebillscontrolyou,tobeing

aslaveforever.Ifyouwantyourfreedom,youhavetodowhateverittakestosavemoney.

Howdoyougoaboutdoingthis?

1.Makeaninventoryofeverythingyouhavetopayforrightnow.Beas



detailedaspossible.Listallyourgeneralexpenses.Hereisanexample:
ExpensesthisMonth

ITEM EXPENSES MONTHLYTOTAL

GIVING

TithesandOfferings

Familygiving

SHELTER&COMMUNICATION

Rent

Houserepairs

Lifeinsurance

Utilities(likeelectricityandgas)

Internet,cableTV,andphones

Otherhousingexpenses(likeproperty
taxes)

Prepaidcardsandphonecards

FOOD

Groceriesandhouseholdshopping

Eatingout

Transport

Publictransportation

Taxis

Fuel

Parkingandtollfees

Carmaintenance

Carinsurance

Carloanrepayments



Trainorairticketcosts

HEALTH

Medicine

Healthinsurance

Otherhealthexpenses

Gym

FAMILY&SOCIALNEEDS

Childcare

Servants;Housemaid,gardener

Moneygiventofamilyfriends

SchoolFees

PERSONALDEVELOPMENT

EducationalMaterials

Laptops

CLOTHING

Clothingandshoes

DryCleaning

AccessoriesplusJewelry

ENTERTAINMENT

Entertainment(likemoviesandconcerts)

Holidaysandtravel

Gifts

Parties

Hobbies



Pets

Clubmembership

PERSONALCARE

Manicure,pedicure,facials

Hair

Shaving

Massage&spa

Cosmetics

BANKFEESANDLOANS

Cheques,transfersfees

Bankfees

Loanprocessingfees&penalties

Schoolfees

Studentloans

Creditcardspayments

OtherDebt

Totalmonthlyexpenses $

2.Outoftheseexpenses,identifyyourcompulsoryexpenses.Whenyou
writedownyourexpensesasintheaboveexample,youdiscoverthings
thatyouarespendingmoneyonthatyoudonotneed.Iam surealsoalot
ofyoumaynothaveexactfiguresonwhereorwhatyouarespending
yourmoneyon.Whendoingthefirststepfornowyoucanestimatewhat
yourexpenses are.Overthe nextmonth howevertrack yourdaily
expenses.Ifyouhaveasmartphoneyoucanuseoneofthemany
expensetrackingapplicationstodetaildailyyourexpenses.Ifyouusea
computer,youcandownloadaMicrosoftExcelspreadsheetthatcanalso
helpyoutodothesame.Ifyouaremarried,makesureyoubeginthe
processtogetherwithyourspousesothatyouareonthesamepage
aboutyourfinancesandthechangestobemade.



3.Canceloutalltheexpensesinthepaperthatcanbeeliminated.From
theaboveexample,expensessuchaseatingout,personalcaresuchas
pedicures and facials,clothing and shoes can be eliminated.Write
expensesthatcanbedeferred.Holidaysandtravelcanbedeferredtoa
latertimeoryoucouldtraveltonearbyplacesthatcostverylittlejustto
keepyourchildrenentertained.Atriptothezoo,apicnicandthelike.By
doingthisexerciseyouarerestoringyourauthorityoveryourincome.

4.IndicateyourpriorityexpensesstartingwithGodasnumberoneand
yourpurpose and calling as second.Putcompulsory expenses as
prioritiesandtransferyourmoneytomakeyourpayments.Don’trushto
payyourexpenses,stretchoutyourpayments.Deferexpensesthatcan
bepaidlater.

PriorityExpenses

Expenses MonthlyTotal

TithesandOfferings

PAYYOURSELF

Housing;Rent/Mortgage

LifeInsurance

Utilities(electricityandgas)

Property taxes and house
maintenance

Groceriesandhouseholdsupplies

Publictransportationandtaxis

Medicine

Healthinsurance

Otherh

1.

Expenses MonthlyTotal

TithesandOfferings

PAYYOURSELF



Housing;Rent/Mortgage

LifeInsurance

Utilities(electricityandgas)

Property taxes and house
maintenance

Groceriesandhouseholdsupplies

Publictransportationandtaxis

Medicine

Healthinsurance

Other health expenses (like
eyeglasses)

Childcare

Bankfees

SchoolFees

StudentLoans

OtherDebts

Totalmonthlyexpenses

2.Beginnegotiatingwithpeopleorinstitutionsyouowemoneyand
rearrangetermsofpayment.Don’tgetintoanynewdebtobligations.

3.Listallpossiblefutureexpenses.Trytoanticipateasmanyexpenses
asyouthinkmightarise.Thesemayincludephoneexpenses,internet
expenses,ceremonieslikebirthdaysandweddingsandeatingoutwith
friends.Begin to do everything possible to avoid such additional
expenses. If unexpected events like funerals occur, keep your
expenditureaslow aspossible.Thelaterchapterswillalsoshow you
howtousesomeinsuranceproductstosecureyourmoney.

4.Haveaplanastohow tohandledependants.Thisisparticularlyfor
those with dependants in the extended family.Siblings and other
relativesmightconstantlyneedyourhelp.Workoutaplanonhow to
assistintermsofamonthlypercentageorinvestontheirbehalfinstead.



Ifyourparentsaredependentonyou,workouthowtoprovideforthem in
thebudget.

5.Learntodowithout.Doyoureallyneedyourmobilephoneallthetime?
CanyoucutoutcallcostsandusefreeservicessuchasSkypeandother
freetoolstocommunicate?Otherexpensesyoushouldconsidercutting
includeuseoffirstclasstransportforairandtraintravels.Unlessyour
employerispayingforyourtraveloryouhavetotravelforworkpurposes.
Cutoutallunnecessarytravelsalso.Thatincludestripsyoumakewith
yourcar,Sundayafternoondrivesandthelike.

6.Planhow toautomaticallypayyourbills.Havebankinstructionsto
payyourtithe,totransferyoursavingsintoaseparateaccount,settle
rentandsoon.

7.Begintofindwaystoincreaseyourassetsandreduceyourliabilities.
Yourfinancialfreedom dependsonhow muchyouareabletoreduce
expenses.Thekeytosavingsisnotinhow muchyouearnbutinhow
littleyouspend.Lookcriticallyatwhatyouarespendingon.From your
currentexpenses,findawaytoincreaseyourpay-yourselfmoneyto15%.
Dothiseachmonthuntilyoucanraiseitto30%.Cutinsignificantlittle
expenses.Peoplespendsmallamountsofmoneywithoutevenbeing
consciousofit.Snackssuchaschocolates,sweets,cakesandcoffees
andsoftdrinksmaytakeuptoasmuchas5$aday.Ifyoucansavethat
money,itaddsupto150$amonthand1,800$ayear.Stopallspending
onluxurygoods;wristwatches,jewelryareallthingsyoucanlivewithout.
Replaceyourrestaurantlunchexpenseswiththecheaperoptionofhome
cookedmeals.Ifyousaveallyourlunchmoney,youmaybesaving10$a
dayand200to300$amonthwhichaddsupto$2,400to$3,600ayear.
Dothesamewitheatingoutexpensesforthefamily.Insteadofgoingout
twiceaweektoarestaurantforafamilytreat,getcookingvideosand
learntocookdifferentmealsasafamily.Youstillgettospendtime
togetherandenjoynewkindsoffoodsforless.Ifyouinvestedthemoney
savedsofar,upto5,400$andgota20%interestperyear,thattranslates
to$13,436infiveyears.That’sjustfrom smallexpenses.Lookatthe
tablebelow.Ifyousaved$2,000onlyandputittoworkforyouat30%per
year,youwouldhave$27,572intenyearsand$102,372infifteenyears
withoutmaking any additionalcontributions.This is the powerof
compoundinterest.Youhavetomakeitworkforyou,evenwiththe
smallestsavings.Donotjustsavemoneythough.Ifyouhadkeptthe
$2,000inyourbankaccount,in10yearsitwouldstillbe$2,000!

Year
ReturnonInvestment

10%p.a 20%p.a 30%p.a

Star
t

2,000 2,000 2,000



1 2,200 2,400 2,600

2 2,420 2,880 3,380

3 2,662 3,456 4,394

4 2,928 4,147 5,712

5 3,221 4,977 7,426

6 3,543 5,972 9,654

7 3,897 7,166 12,550

8 4,287 8,600 16,315

9 4,716 10,320 21,209

10 5,187 12,383 27,572

11 5,706 14,860 35,843

12 6,277 17,832 46,596

13 6,905 21,399 60,575

14 7,595 25,678 78,748

15 8,354 30,814 102,372

Itistimeandconsistencythatmakesmoneytogrow.Supposeyouweretosave
just2,000peryearattherateofreturnof30%peryear?Youwillhaveactuallysaved
only30,000$butyourmoneywouldhavegrowntoover$500,000in15years.

Year
ReturnonInvestment

10%p.a 20%p.a 30%p.a

Total
saved

30,000 30,000 30,000

1 2,200 2,400 2,600

2 4,620 5,280 5,980

3 7,282 8,736 10,374

4 10,210 12,883 16,086

5 13,431 17,860 28,686

6 16,974 23,832 39,892

7 20,872 30,998 54,459

8 25,159 39,598 73,397



9 29,875 68,949 98,016

10 35,062 85,139 130,021

11 40,769 104,567 171,628

12 47,045 127,880 225,716

13 53,950 155,856 296,031

14 61,545 189,427 387,440

15 69,899 229,713 506,272

Supposeyouincreaseyoursavingsto$1,000permonththatis12,000peryearfor
15years?

Year Totalsaved
ReturnonInvestment

10%p.a 20%p.a 30%p.a

Annualsavings 12,000 12,000 12,000 12,000

1 12,000 13,200 14,400 15,600

2 24,000 27,720 31,680 35,880

3 36000 43,692 52,416 62,244

4 48,000 61,261 77,299 96,517

5 60,000 80,587 107,159 141,072

6 72,000 101,846 142,991 198,994

7 84000 125,231 185,989 274,292

8 96,000 150,954 237,587 372,180

9 108,000 179,249 413,695 499,434

10 120,000 210,374 510,834 664,864

11 132000 244,611 627,401 879,923

12 144,000 282,273 767,281 1,159,500

13 156,000 323,700 935,137 1,522,951

14 168,000 369,270 1,136,565 1,995,436

15 180,000 419,397 1,378,278 2,609,666

Anumberofpeoplewillsay15yearsistoolong.Idon’thavethatmuchworking
timeleftorIcannotworkatmypresentjobforanother15years.Ifyouwantmorein
lesstime,thenyouhavetosavemoretobeginwithandmakeinvestmentsthathave
higherreturns.Thatiswhythebestwaytomakemoneyisasabusinessowner.We
willlookatthatinmoredetailinthechapteroninvestments.



HAVETARGETS

Itisimportanttoaddtargetstoyoursavings.Targethowmuchtobeginsavingas
apercentageofyourincomeandtargethow muchyoursavingsshouldbeper
monthwithinthenext3months,1year,3yearsandsoon.Don’tbeinahurryto
makequickmoney.Focusonbeingconsistentwithsavingswiththeminimum
amountofmoneyyoustartwithandkeepgrowingthisamount.Remember,saving
isahabitforlife.Thereasonforsavingisn’tbecauseyouareinafinancialcrisis;you
willstillneedtokeepsavingevenwhenyouareamillionaire.Disciplineyourselfin
regardstomoneyandkeepthepromisesyoumaketoyourself.Rememberthe
reasonswhyyouaresaving;tosetyourselffreetopursueyourcalling.Makesure
you build relationshipswith peoplealso.Itisimportantbecauseitisthrough
relationshipsthatyoulearnofopportunitiestoinvest.Itisthesesamepeoplewho
becomeyourclients,thebuyersofthegoodsandservicesyouproduce.

Thomas,myotherfriendisnow learningtoreadjusthisexpensestosethimself
freefrom hisdependenceonsalary.UnlikeRaj,hedidn’ttakehisfamilyforvacation;
infactheusedhisvacationdaystohelphiswifesetupaparttimebusiness.Hehas
hadtomakepainfulchoicesinhislifetofindmoneytosave.Hemovedhischildren
toacheaperschoolandiscurrentlyintheprocessofsellinghishousetopayoffhis
mortgageandmovetoacheaperrental.Atage41,Martinalsoexperienceda
wakeupcall.Hehadtwoteenagechildren,qualifyingforcollegeinlessthanthree
years,consumerdebtofover$50,000andoutstandingmortgagedebtofover
$250,000.Hehadnosavingsandnoinvestments.Hehadagoodjobbuthehad
beenlivingfrom paychecktopaycheckformostofhisadultlife.Infactthemorehis
incomewentupthefasterhisexpendituresrose.Hisfinancialsituationkeptgetting
worsedespitehisbetterincome.Whenthestressoflivingthiswaybegantoaffect
hismarriageandhisfamily,hedecidedtochange.Togetherwithhiswife,astayat
homemum,theyprioritizedtwothingsbeforeanythingelse.FirstpayingGod,and
thenpayingthemselves.Beforepayinganyoftheirexpenseseachmonththeypaid
themselves10% oftheirincomeintheearlymonths.Theysetafinancialgoal
consistingoftwoobjectives.Thefirstobjectivewastobedebtfreein3yearsand
thesecondwastobuildapassiveincomeequivalenttohissalarywithin10years.
Theyscaleddowntheirlifestyleanddrasticallyreducedtheirexpenses.Within7
yearsMartinwasdebtfree,hadsavedenoughmoneyforhischildren’suniversity
feesandsetasideenoughtobuildapassiveincome.Eventhoughhedidnotleave
hisjob,hefeltthatwaswhereGodhadcalledhim;hewasnolongerdependenton
hispaycheck.Thatsethim freetoenjoytheworkhewasdoingwithoutfearofjob
loss.Afterretiringfrom thejob,Martinwasabletomovehisfamilybacktohis
nativecountry,from theEuropeancountrywherehehadworkedtopursuethenext
stageinhiscall.Todateheisstilllivingoffthepassiveincomethathestarted
buildingwhenhewas41morethan20yearsago.

Youhavebeenworkingforover10yearsyetyoudonothaveanysavings?Maybe
yourchildrenwillbegoingtocollegesoonandyoudonothavethemoney?Doyou
feeltooold?Youhavemanyregrets?It’snevertoolate.Youcanmakeaplan,set



yourgoalsandscaledownyourlifestyleandlikeMartin,youcansetyourselffree.It
isevenmoreurgentforyouifyouareoldertoimplementthestepsIoutlinedforyou
earlier.Startnow.

EXCUSESTHATKEEPYOUFROMSAVING

EXCUSE#1.MYINCOMEISTOOSMALLORMYEXPENSESARETOOMANY

IfyouliveintheUnitedStatesandmake$500permonth,doesthatmeanyou
cannotsave?ThequestionIwouldaskinsteadis,isitpossibletomovetoacheaper
place?Evenifyouaremarriedyoucanstillscaleyourlifeback.Thereareseasonsin
lifethatrequireyoutochangeyourstatusandconservemoney.Itmayevenbe
disgracefultoyoubutyouhavetolivewiththeinconvenienceforthesakeof
startingtosave.Youmustmakeitpossibletostartsaving.Itcouldbepainful,butit
willnotbeapermanentthing.Swallow yourprideandsuffertemporarilytobuild
yourfuture.Evenifyoucanaffordthelifestyleyouhavenow,considercuttingback
tobuildyourfuture.

Areyouandyourspouseabletotakeupadditionalwork?Ifyouaremarried,plan
withyourspousehow,whenandwheretotakeupadditionalwork.Itisimportant
nottosacrificethetimewithyourchildrenasyouseekadditionalincome.Ifyouare
notmarried,buthavechildren;seekwaystomakeadditionalincome.Investigate
whatisinyourarea.Aretheregooddaycarecentersthatcanhelpyoulookafter
yourchildasyoutakeupadditionalwork?Aretherejobsthathavedaycarecenters?
Doyouhaverelativesyoucanseekhelpfrom tolookafteryourchildrenasyouwork
morehours?Canyoutakeupworkremotely,suchasonlinejobs?Canyoudo
additionalworkfrom home?Ifyouaresingle,maximizeyourtimeto takeup
additionaljobsorwork.Allyournew incomeshouldgotowardsyoursavings.
Downgradeinsteadofupgradingyourlifestyle.Rememberitisonlyforaseason,
untilyouhavereachedyourtargetfinancialgoalandmoneyisworkingforyou.

Youshouldmakesureyouhaveinvestmentsworth2or3timestherentforthe
houseyouarelivingin.Ifyouarepaying300$rent,youmustensureyouhave
investmentsworth1,000$workingforyounow.Youmustunderstandinyourmind
whyyouaremakingthesacrificesyouareandbedeliberateaboutthem,tobuild
yourfuture.

LunaandherhusbandAlexwerebothstrugglingwithasmallincomefrom Alex’s
oddjobsinoneofthestatesintheUnitedStates.Hisincomewaslessthan
minimum wageandbecausetheyhadtwosmallchildrenLunacouldnotaffordtogo
outtoworkasthatwouldrequirehiringanannywhichwouldcostmorethanthe
salaryshecouldmake.TheyhadtomoveinwithLuna’smotherastheycouldnot
affordrent.Theywereinadirefinancialsituationastheirincomewasnotenough.
Togethertheycameupwithaplantoraisetheirincome.Alextookupadditional
workasawaiterandasecurityguardandatanygivenpointheheldatleastthree
jobs.Lunahadtriedtosetuptoblogbeforebutitwasn’tgeneratinganymoney.In
oneofthecommentsfrom herblogarticles,areadergaveheranideatobegin



onlinetrainingsonhow tosetupblogsandhow tousesocialmediatogaina
following.Thereaderofferedtobeherfirstclient.Shetookuptheofferfrom the
readerandgainedotherclientsfrom moreblogreadersandfollowersonsocial
media.Withinamonthshewasmaking$500from heronlinebusinessandshewas
abletobuyherownlaptopandstoppedrelyingonthedesktopathermother’shouse.
Within6monthsshewasabletogenerate$3,000amonthfrom heronlinetraining
programsandwithinayearAlexquithisjobstohelpherrunthebusinessand
increasetheirincome.Theydidnotmoveoutoftheirmother’shouseimmediately
butwaiteduntiltheyhadsavedenoughmoneyandeventuallywhentheydid,they
decidedtomovetoalowercoststatefrom wheretheycouldruntheironline
business.Thisenablesthem tosaveonrentcostsandthegeneralcostofliving.In
LunaandAlex’scaseeventhoughtheyhadbuiltanincomeof$3,000monthlythey
waiteduntiltheyhadatleastenoughmoneytoworkforthem topaytheirrent.They
alsoensureditcouldpaytheirrentbymovingtoacheaperstate.

EXCUSE#2.IAM INDEBT

Youcangetoutofdebtandstillsavewhileatit.Thefirstthingyoushould
acknowledgeifyouarecurrentlyindebtisthatyourdecisionsputyouindebt.Don’t
lookatgettingintomoredebtasawayoutofyoursituation.Gettingintodebtwas
notasolutioninthefirstplace,evenwhenitseemedlikeaquicksolution.Youhave
autilitybilltopayoryourelectricitywillbecutoffanditseemsthattheeasiestway
is to payusing a creditcard and clearthe creditcard billwithin a month.
Unfortunatelycreditcarddebtpilesuponebillatatime.Becauseyoudonotfeelthe
painofpayingcash,it’seasytorackupcreditcarddebt.Itisnotwisetoborrowto
payexpensesandliabilities.It’sevenworsewhenyouarechargedinterestondebt
topayforthingsthatarealreadytakingawaymoneyfrom yourpocket.Youhaveto
stopdiggingyourselfintoahole.Howevertherearecircumstanceswhereyoucan
getintodebttogainasset.Youmustalreadyhaveaportionofthemoneyrequired
togaintheasset.

Second,youhavetotakeresponsibilityforyourdebt.Evenifyougotintodebt
becauseofsomeunluckycircumstances,thebuckstillstopswithyou.Donotblame
othersforbeingindebt.Evenifthecauseofyourdebtmaybeduetothefailureofa
businesspartnerorabusinessdealgonebadly,youstillbearresponsibilityforyour
partinbringingaboutthedebt.Youmustensureyoudoduediligenceormonitor
yourinvestments,soifthereisanyfailureyoustillhadaparttoplayinit.Ifyousay
youdonotknowhowyougotintodebt,itindicatesalevelofdisorderinyourlife.
Beforeborrowingmoney,youmusthaveseveralstrategiesofhowyouwillrepaythe
money.Neverborrowmoneyforexpensesortobuyaliability.Youmayhavegood
argumentsastowhyyouareindebt,forexampletotakeadvantageofinvestment
opportunities.Ifthisisthecase,ensureyourreturnis3to5timestheborrowed
amountandmakesurethematuritydateofyourinvestmentisatleastsixmonths
earlierthantheduedateforyourdebtrepayment.Conductduediligencetomanage
theriskofyourinvestment.Yourinvestmentopportunitymusthavealevelof
certaintyofgain.Otherwiseyouwillbeleftstrugglingindebt.



Don’tblamecultureortraditionasthereasonwhyyouareindebt.Alotofpeople
inthedevelopedcountriesareindebtbecauseoftheuseofcreditcards.Credit
cardsareeasilyavailableandconstantlyadvertisedasacheapwaytopayyour
expenses.It’seasytosaythatyoucannotlivewithoutacreditcardorthatyouneed
creditcarddebttobuildyourcredithistory.IncountriesliketheUSwhereyouneeda
creditcardtobuildyourcredithistoryyoucanacquireprepaidcardsthatonlyallow
youtospendwhatyouhavedepositedinthesecards.Anotheralternativeistouse
debitcardsinstead.Donotfallforthattrap.

Thenextstepistoevaluatehowyougotintodebt.Whatwrongthingshaveyou
believedaboutmoneyanddebtthatyouneedtochange?Doyouhaveaproblem of
greedorbadjudgment?Doyoucaremoreaboutpeople’sopinionthanyoudoyour
life?Lookatyourowninternalargumentsandrejectthem.Changeyourwrong
mindsetandwrongvaluesystem.Herearesomepointsyouneedtolookinto:

1.Make a listofallyourcreditors.Find outwhich debtcan be
negotiated.Deferorextendloansthatcanbeextendedordeferred.Do
notbreakrelationshipwithyourcreditorsanddon’thidefrom them.If
you owe an institution,negotiate with the decision makers about
cancellingyourinterestandallowingyoutoonlypaytheprincipal.Being
proactiveaboutdebtrepaymentwillhelpyouavoidsituationswherethe
institutions send debtcollectors who sometimes use veryunethical
practicestocollectdebt.

2.Prioritize debt owed to employees or subordinates.Family
relationshipsareeasilykilledbydebt.Relationshipsareimportant;you
needtosettlefamilydebttoupholdtheserelationships.Ifyouowe
moneytoanydisenfranchisedpeople;pensioners,thehandicapped,poor
peopleandorphans,paythem asfastaspossible.Godisthedefenderof
thedefenseless;iftheyholdanythingagainstyouthenGodisagainstyou.

3.Then,begintopayoffthedebtwiththehighest interest. Thedebt
withthehighestinterestratechargedwillincreasethefastest.Youneed
tostopthedebtfrom increasingbyclearingitassoonaspossible.Do
notspendmorethan20%ofyourincometopayoffyourdebt.Youstill
needtobuildyourincomesourcestomakeiteasiertopaythedebt.
Negotiatewithyourcreditorstoallowyoutopaytheprincipalfirst.The
interestwillthenbechargedonareducingbalance,reducinginterestand
debtload.Peopleusuallypaymoneytothecreditorsthatputthemost
pressureonthem.Donotdothat,followtheaboveprinciples.Ifyoupay
thecreditorswhopressureyouthemost,youencourageothercreditors
toputpressureonyou.Don’tforgettocelebrateyoursmallvictories.If
youpayoffonedebt,taketimetoappreciatethevictory,itmotivatesyou.
Youareonestepclosertofreedom.

4.Taketheinitiativetopayoffyourdebtorat leasttonegotiatewith
yourcreditors. Donotwaituntiltheyarelookingforyou,haveaplan
detailingyourcircumstances,whenandhow muchyouwillpaythem.



Show yourcreditorstheprogressyouaremakingtowardspayingtheir
debt.Thispreventspressureandattacksatyoufrom thecreditors.Italso
ensuresyouaretheoneinchargeoftheprocess.Youdonotwanttogive
yourcreditorspoweroveryou,itcangetveryunpleasant.

5.Youcanuseacheaperloantooffsethigh creditcarddebtsuchasa
debtconsolidationloan. Ifyouhavecreditcarddebt,getridofyourcredit
cardanddonotuseitagainoncetheloanisoffset.

Martinhadaconsumerdebtover$50,000andteenagechildrenwaitingtogoto
college,andamortgageloanontopofthat.Oncehesethisgoaltobedebtfreein
threeyears,hebeganbytaking10% oftheincomeleftovertopayhisdebts.He
beganbypayingoffhiscreditcarddebt.Hewassoconsistentinpayingoffthisdebt
thatthecreditcardcompanywrotetohim togranthim awaiveronthenext
repayment.Ofcoursethisisatrickbythecreditcardcompaniestoensureyouonly
makeminimum paymentssotheycankeepearninginterestoffyourloan.

About25yearsago,ayoungmaninZimbabwe,Africastartedhisfirstbusiness.
StriveMasiyiwa,theyoungmantookabankloanusinghisfamilyhomeascollateral
toexpandhisbusiness.Hemadeamistaketakingabusinessloanagainsthishome
andfailedtomaketheloanrepaymentsandeventuallyfellbehindonthedebt.The
bankrepossessedhisfamilyhome.Hehadtowatchpainfullyashiswifeand
childrenlosttheirhomeandhadtomoveout22.Hewasabletorisefrom that
misfortuneandtodayisoneoftherichestmeninZimbabwewithanetworthof$1.4
billion.Youtoocanriseoutofthemisfortuneofdebt,yourfutureawaitsyou,donot
giveup.

EXCUSE#3,FAILURETOPLAN

Manypeopledonotsavebecausetheydonotplantosave.Everymonth,you
shouldhaveagoaloftheamounttobesetasideforsaving.Forpeoplewhoarenot
married,takeadvantageofyoursinglenessandsaveasmuchaspossiblenow,even
80%ofyourincome.Formarriedpeople,youshouldstrivetostartandgetto30%of
yournetincomequickly.Youshouldagreewithyourspouseonhow muchtoset
asideeachmonth.Wewilllookathowtocomeupwithafinancialplanlateronin
thischapter.AlwaysputGodasnumberone.Youdothisthroughyourtithesand
offeringsasdiscussedearlier.

Ihavenoticedthoughevenwithmyfellowchurchmembersthatmanypeopleplan
tosavetobuyunimportantthingsormeetfamilyobligationsthatkeepthem further
enslavedtotheirjobs.Itisgoodtosavetowardsyourchildren’sschoolfeesbutyour
goalmustnotendthereotherwiseyouarestillconfinedtoyoursalary.Otherslike
Rajsavetowardsavacationorbuyingacarorfurnitureandthelike.Myvillage
mates save moneyforceremonies and parties.Do notuse yoursavings for
frivolities.Ifyoudonothavethebigpictureastowhyyouaresaving,youwillkeep
usingyoursavingstobuyliabilities.Yourfinancialgoalisalwaystoacquireassets
towardssettingyourselffreeandbuildingyourfuture.



THELITTLEFOXES;HIGHEXPENSECULPRITS

“Catchthefoxes,thelittlefoxes,beforetheyruinourvineyardinbloom”.

(SongofSolomon2Ý15â

Inaculturethatreliedheavilyonagriculture,theauthorofthisBibleversegivesus
somewisdom.Afarmerwilltellyoufrom experience-onceyourplantsonthefarm
begintobearfruit,wildanimals,insectsandotherpestslieinwaittotakethefruit.If
youwereafarmeryouwouldlaytrapstocatchthesepests.Inthesameway,asyou
begintosaveifyoudonotcatchthelittlethingsthatareeatingawayyourmoney,
theywillruinyourplantosave.

Usuallysimpledecisionswemakeeverydayareresponsibleforourhighexpenses.
Whenitcomestohighexpenditure,itisthesmallthingssuchasconsumerdebtas
itiscalled,thatarelargelyresponsiblefordebtandhighexpenses.Iwilllistsomeof
them:

1.Consumer debt such as credit cards and auto loans are
dangerous. Consumerdebtconsists ofloans towards meeting your
expenses.Ifyoukeepusingyourcreditcard,youaccumulateintereston
yourdebt.Ifyouonlypaytheminimum youwillneverpayoffthedebt.
Youenduppayinghighinterestsometimesinexcessof30%perannum
foryears.Interestisnotsomethingyouseeunlessyouarelookingforit.
Thestatementscomeinsuchawaythatyoudonotrealizetheamount
ofmoney you are paying in interest.The creditcard companies
encourageyoutopaytheminimum possible.Studiesshow mostusers
underestimatehowlongitwilltaketorepaycreditcarddebt.Ifyouhave
excessivelyhighspendinghabitsandarenotdisciplined,getridofyour
creditcard.Infactdonottakeacreditcard.Theriskofmisusingacredit
cardparticularlywhenyougetunexpectedexpensesistoohigh.

2.Autoloansaremarketedtoseem cheaperthan theyare. Dealersdo
nottellyouthetotalcostofthecaryoubuy.Theyonlytalkaboutthe
monthlyrepaymenttogivetheimpressionthecaronlycoststhemonthly
amount.Soifacarcosts25,000$,thedealeronlytalksaboutthe$500
monthlyrepayment.Onceyouaddtheinterestchargesandcarinsurance,
thetotalcostofthecarisupwardsof$30,000.Buyusedcarsinstead;
findgoodusedcardealersandcarmodelsthataremostfuelefficient.

3.Peerpressure,advertisingandthepressure tohaveitallnow are
anothertriggerforspending. Wearelivinginaconsumerdrivenculture
andyouhavetobealerttothepressuretoconstantlyspendmoney.Ask
yourselfbeforeyouspendmoney,doIreallyneedthis?Takeafewdays
before buying something you want.Ifwithin the few days you are
convincedyouwilldiewithoutitthenyoucanbuyit.Americahassome
ofthehighestincomesintheworldyetcomparingthesavingrateto



GDP23 countries like China,rank much higherin savings.America’s
consumerculturepreventsthem from saving.

Assuggestedearlier,trackyourexpensestofindyourexpenseculpritsand
dealwiththem.

4.Impulsebuyingisanotherreasonforhigh expenses. Mostpeopleare
likelytobuylow pricegoodsonimpulse.Highcostitemslikecarsor
housesarerarelyboughtonimpulsebecauseyouwouldfillthepinch
immediately.Withlowpriceditemsyoudonotfeelthecostsunlessyou
aretrackingyourexpenditures.Avoidimpulsebuyingbyonlycarryingthe
exactcash.Shopownerstryandmakeyoubuyitemsonimpulseby
displayingthem inawaytoappealtoyou.Donotgoshoppingwithouta
shoppinglistorwhileyouarehungry.Ifyouloveshoppingdonotdo
windowshopping,itwillonlyenticeyou.Planyourshoppingtrips.

5.Householdshopping isalsoanareathatcancausehighexpenses
and therefore an area you can make savings gain.There is a big
differencebetweenpurchasingitemsatbulkstoresandordinarystores.
Investigatedifferentstoresthatofferitemsinbulkandbuybulktomake
thosegains.

6.Snacksandeatingout areothersmallexpenseitemsthatcanstack
uptolargeexpensesovertime.Seethecalculationsonpotentialsavings
onthesesmallitemsandeliminatetheseexpenses.Carryhomecooked
mealsandplanyoureatingtimestoavoideatingout.

Yoursituationisuniquetoyou;thereforeyoumustlearnyourexpensesandstudy
yourspendinghabitssothatyoucaneliminatethesmallfoxesthatareeatingyour
future.

GUARANTEESUCCESS 

INSAVINGS

Anumberofpeoplethinkthatdisciplineisanincrediblewillpowerthatisforthe
chosenfew.Thepeoplewhohaveattainedhighlevelsofspirituality,havedenied
themselvesforlongenough.Thesheernumberofbooks,articlesandblogson
savingareatestamenttothegreatdesireouttheretosave.Yetifyouspoketothe
peoplearoundyounow,yourworkcolleagues,yourfamilyoryourfriends,youwould
realizethatavastnumberofthem arestrugglingtoconsistentlysavemoney.We
equatedisciplineingeneraltounnecessarysufferingespeciallywhenweintroduce
budgetandsavingplans.Thenwewanttoresistit.

IfIcouldpollthereaders,chancesarehighthatIwouldfindover90%ofyoumy
readersarenothearingabouttheimportanceofsavingsforthefirsttimethrough
thisbook.Youhaveheardabouttheneedtosavecountlesstimes.Youmayhave
beentaughttosaveforarainyday.Youprobablyevenhavesomemoneysavedina
bankaccount,oraspartofyourpensionplan.Youhaveprobablyboughtsomesort



ofinvestmentatonetimeorother.Yetforthemostpart,youstillfindthatyouare
notdisciplinedenoughtokeepsavingoryoukeepdippingintoyoursavingsto
financeyourlifestyle.

Theideaofsavingsthereforecarriesalotofguiltforalotofpeople.Itisagood
thing,theyknowaboutitbutsomehowtheycannotbringthemselvestostartsaving,
tobeconsistentortokeepsaving.Lifekeepsinterruptingthem,whenemergency
requiringmoneyoccurs;theydipintotheirsavingstoresolveit.Inamomentof
weakness,theyspendthemoneybuyinggadgets.Ortheyareculturedtobelieve,like
mostEuropeansthatsavingsaretobeusedforprojectssuchasavacationora
downpaymentforbuyingahouseonmortgage.Inmynativecountry,womenwill
typicallyform collectivesavingsschemes,withamemberbeingpaidonceamonth.
Itisagoodcultureofsavingamongpeoplewhotrusteachother.Theproblem is
amongstmytribesmen,themoneytheyhavespentyearssavingisusedtohold
partiesandvariousceremonies.Whatawaste!

Letmeshowyouawayinwhichyoucanplanyoursavingtoguaranteesuccess.It
willalsodebunkmisconceptionssurroundingsaving.TheprocessiscalledFinancial
Planning.Financialplanningisawaytoengineeryourlifestartingfrom theresult
youwantworkingyourwaybackwardstothestepsyouneedtotaketogetthis
result.Youwillunderstandthatitdoesnotrequiresuperhumanstrengthtostartand
keepsaving.Thegoaloffinancialplanningistocomeupwithapersonalfinancial
plan.Apersonalfinancialplanisadocumenttoaidyouinmanagingyourmoney
towardsyourgoals.Itgivesyouchargeoveryourfinancialsituation.Ifyouareina
financialcrisis,itmeansyouhavenotbeeninchargeofyourfinancesforsometime.
Afinancialplangivesyoubackcontrolofyourmoney.Aplanhelpsyouavoiddebt,
setyourselffreetowardsyourpurposeandtobuildyourfuture.Afinancialplan
governsthreeareas.Howyouspendmoney,savingsandinvestmentandyourgiving.
Youwillneedtokeepreviewingyourplanandensureyousticktoittoseethe
resultsyoudesire.

First,letusstartwithsomethingthatisseeminglyunrelated.Asmentionedearlier
youweremadeforpurpose.Yourassignmentonearthistofindandfulfillyour
purpose.Onceyou understand yourcalling,itbeginsto putinto contextyour
passions,yourtalentsandyourpersonality.Thewayyouare,whyyoubehavethe
wayyoudobeginstomakesense.Yourpurposeisinyouruniqueness,yourkeyto
greatness.Itisimportanttoinvesttimeandenergytodiscoveryourpurposesothat
youcanbegintopursueit.Ihavewrittenabouthowtodiscoveryourpurposeinmy
book‘WHOAM I,WHYAM IHERE’.Iencourageyoutoinvesttimetounderstand
yourWHATbeforegettingintoyourHOW.

Afteridentifyingyourpurpose,beginthefinancialplanningprocesswiththeendin
mind.Lookatyourpresentsituationinlightofyourpurpose.Areyoucurrently
engaginginactivitiesthatleadyoutoorarepartofyourpurpose?Doyourequire
developingyourgiftsandtalentsintoskillsbeforeyoucangenerateincomefrom
them?Areyoucurrentlyabletouseyourgiftsandtalentswithinyourpurposeand
makeagoodenoughincometomeetyourbasicneeds?Again,thisprocesswill
requireyourtimeandenergybutit’scriticalyoudoitbeforeyoudeterminesavings.



Donotbeinahurrytofinishthischapter,it’snotanovel.Thebenefityouwillreceive
afterreadingthisbookisinhowmuchoftheprincipleshereyoucanapply.Youmay
needtoreadthechaptersafewtimesbeforeyougraspeverythinginit.

Afinancialplanwillhavetimelines,datesbywhichyouintendtohaveraisedthe
targetfinancialgoals.Thefinancialplanwillshowhowmuchmoneyyouwillneedto
haveinvestedtogenerateanincomewhichcansupportyouandyourfamily’sbasic
needs.Theplanshouldhavetimelinesshowingbywhenyouexpecttohavea
certainamountofinvestmentsgeneratingenoughmoneytosupportyoumonthly.
Yourtargetedfinancialgoalsarealwaysaboutbuildingyourfuture,thegoalofyour
savingshouldnotbetobuygadgets,payforvacationsoreventowardspaying
schoolfees.Ultimatelyyourgoalistosetyourselffreefrom relianceononeincome
andtobuildmultipleincomesourcesinyourfuture.

STEPSTOCREATEAFINANCIALPLAN

STEP1

Determinewhereyouare.Thisstep helpsyou identifyyourcurrentfinancial
status.Bynowyoushouldhaveevaluatedyourexpensesasearlieroutlinedinthis
chapter.Youmustidentifyyourdebtandbeawareofyourtotalincome.Ihave
outlinedstepstoidentifyyourexpenses,reduceyourexpenseandrepayyourdebtin
theearlierparagraphs.Ifyouhaveadditionalincomeotherthanyoursalarywhether
interestpayments,dividendpaymentandotherincome,honorariumsandparttime
allowancesthentotalthem uptodetermineyourmonthlyincome.Let’slookatan
example.

JaneSmith hasajob shedoesn’tenjoythatpaysher$5,000 monthly.She
evaluateshercurrentstatusandlistsheroutstandingloans.Shehasoutstanding
studentloansof$6,000.Sheis$3,000increditcarddebtandhasanoutstanding
autoloanof$10,000.Hertotalcurrentexpensesare$4,800monthly.

STEP2

How muchwillberequireforyouandyourfamilytoliveonwithoutrelyingona
salary?Comeupwithastrategyofhowtogetfrom whereyouarenowtowhereyou
willbefulfillingyourpurpose.Makeaplanofwheretobegininpursuingyourcalling.
Isitpossibletomakeanincomeoutofit?Ifitispossible,thiswouldaddtoyour
incomeandincreasehow muchyouaresavingmonthly.Calculatehow muchyou
willneedtobeearningfrom yourinvestmentstomeetyourbasicneeds.Determine
howmuchminimum passiveincomeyouwillrequireandhowmuchyoumayneed
ascapitaltostartabusiness.Onceyouhaveafiguretoworkwith,wecannow
begintoform financialgoalstoachievethetargetpassiveincome.Thispassive
incomeallowsyoufreedom topursueyourpurpose.

Developyourfinancialgoals.Onceyouknow whatyourcallingisandwhatyour
targetinvestmentamountis,developfinancialgoalsaroundit.Setgoalsthatfree
youtopursueyourcalling.Thesegoalsmayincluderaisingcapitaltostartyour
business,buildingapassiveincomesoyoucanleaveyourjobandfocusonyour



callingorbuildingacertainamountininvestmentssoyouarenotdependentonlyon
yourincome.

InJane’scase,shewouldliketostartherownfinancialconsultancy.Shehas
identifiedshewillneedinvestmentsofatleast$300,000generatingatleast$60,000
ayearforhertoleaveherjobandfocusonbuildingherbusiness.

STEP3

Makeaplanofactiontogettoyourgoals.Buildarealisticplanonhowyouwill
getfrom whereyouarecurrentlytothefinancialgoalsidentifiedinSTEP2.Hereyou
havetofactorinyourexpensesanddebt.Inthisstepyoushoulddeterminehow
muchyouneedtosavepermonthtoattainyourgoals.Settimelinesalsoindicating
whenyouexpecttoreachyourgoal.

InourexampleJanedeterminesherpriorityexpensescanbereducedto$3,000
includingloanrepayments.Shemakesaplantosellsoffhercarandoffsetherauto
loanwhichwillreduceherloanrepayments.Tobuildinvestmentsworth$300,000,
shewillneedtofreesavingsof$2,000amonth.Sheneedstoinvestthe$24,000ata
rateof30%peryeartomeethergoalinjustoverfiveyears.

STEP4

Implementtheplan.Finallyyoustartthepracticalstepstoachieveyourgoals.List
allthethingsyouneedtodotofreeupthemoneyyouneedtosave.Cutoutyour
expenses,sellcarsormonetizethem,openasavingaccountandsetupinstructions
tosendthemoneytoyouraccounteachmonth.Thinkandstrategizehowtoraise
therequiredsavingseachmonthandalsobegintolookforinvestmentavenuesthat
willbringyouthereturnyouneedtogrow yourmoneywithinthesettimeline.Do
your due diligence on investment opportunities that are available.Contact
professionaladvisors and draw outcontracts foryourinvestments,agree on
collateralandthelike.

Inthisstep,begintodosidebusinessestoincreasethesavedamountortakeup
additionaljobstoincreaseyourincomeandyoursavings.

Janecutsdownherexpenses,sellshercarandpaysofftheautoloanandbegins
tosetasidethe$2,000everymonthinasavingaccount.Shedrawsanagreement
witharelativetoinvestinoneoftheirbusinessesoncesheraises$10,000fora
shareoftheprofit.Sheexpectshersharetogiveareturnof35% peryearonher
investment.Shestartsadvertisingforfreeonline,herservicestotakeupsome
freelancejobs.

STEP5

Review andreviseyourplanoften.Irecommendreviewingyourplanatleast
yearlybutyoucanreviewyourfinancialplanasoftenasyourcircumstanceschange.
Ifyoumovetoahigherpayingjobforexample,youcanreview yourplan,your
financialgoalsandyoursavingtoreflectthehigherincome.Samethingifyougeta
bonusorsomeadditionalincome.Ifyougetchildrenorgetmarriedorexperiencea
healthsetback,reviewyourplantoreflectthenewcircumstances.Youmayneedto
re-strategizeinviewofyourchangedsituations.



InJane’scase,shehasincreasedhersavingsto$3,000withinayearandis
targetingtoraisethesavingsevenmorebytakingupmorefreelancework.Shehas
builtanadditionalincomeof$1,000eachmonthfrom parttimejobs.Shereviews
hertimelinesdownwardsto4andahalfyearsfrom 5andahalfyears.

ADDITIONALSAVINGTIPS

1.Build yourpassive income.Yourfinancialgoalmaybe to build
passiveincomeusuallyincomefrom yourinvestments.Passiveincome
isanincomethatrequiresverylittleofyourtimetostillmakeyoumoney.
Investmentsareagoodsourceofpassiveincomebecausetheyrequire
little active involvement.You willonly require time to track your
investmentsand makesuretheyareperforming and giving youthe
returnsexpected.Usuallythiswouldonlytakeafewhoursinaweekor
monthdependingonyourtypeofinvestment.Youdonothavetowait
untilyouhaveattainedyourtargetsavedamounttostartinvesting;begin
to investassoon aspossible.Usethetimeittakesto acquirean
investable amountto study investmentopportunities,getfinancial
educationanddoyourduediligence.Seekoutinvestmentopportunities
thatareavailabletoyouthroughyournetworkoffriends,relativesand
acquaintances.

2.Summarizeyourfinancialgoalsintoastatement showingyourtarget
savingspermonth,targetinvestmentsandrealistictimelines.Stickthe
statementataplaceofprominence,amirrororonyourrefrigerator,so
thatitwillmotivateyoutomakesacrificesnecessarytowardsbuilding
yourfuture.Useyouremotions,thedesiretobefree,tomotivateyouto
saveandkeepsaving.Keepreferringtoyourfinancialplanoftenand
communicatethisplanclearlytoyourfamilysothattheyareawareof
whytheyaremakingthesacrificestheywillneedtomake.

3.Freeyourselffrom dependenceonyoursalary. Ifyouareworkingin
anareayouconsideryourpurposeorthatisleadingyoutowardsthe
fulfillmentofyourpurpose,you willstillneed to freeyourselffrom
dependenceonyoursalary.Thiswillfreeyoutonotrelyonyourjoband
shouldyoufeelledtoleaveyoucanfreelyleaveyourjobtostartyour
ownorganization.Ownersofsuccessfulbusinessesusuallymakemore
thanemployeesevermake.Startingorrunningabusinessmaynotbea
callingforeveryonebutyoucanstillinvestasanownerofabusiness
throughpartnershipsorbuyingshares.Setyourselffreefrom thereliance
onsalaryassoonaspossible,haveatargetmonthlysavingsbasedon
theamountofinvestmentthatwillbuildyouyourminimum monthly
income.

4.Atallcosts,avoiddippingintoyoursavings.Saveyourmoneyin
lockedaccountsorfixeddepositaccountswhereyouhavenoaccessto



themoney.Thiswillensureyoudonotspendthemoney.Keepmoney
outofyourreachandavoidcarryingmorethanyouneedtoreduceyour
expenses.Keep track ofyourexpenses bywriting down yourdaily
expenses.Reviewtheseexpensesconstantly,lookingforopportunitiesto
reducethem.Budgetyourincometofitonlythebasicexpenses,sothat
you can staywithin the budget.Once you have metyourtargeted
financialgoalsandhavemoneyworkingforyou,youcanthenincrease
yourlifestylefrom theadditionalinvestmentincome.

Martinandhiswifehadsetfinancialgoalstobedebtfreein3yearsandbuild
passive income in 10 years.From theirfinancialplanning theirtargetwasto
eliminate$50,000inconsumerdebtandsellofftheirhousefor$300,000in3years.
Theirsecond targetwas to build passive income within 10 years bybuilding
investmentsworth$200,000.Thiswasafterfactoringtheeducationfeesof$60,000
fortheirtwochildrenrequiredwithinthreeyears.Initiallyhewasabletosaveonly
$1,000amonthafterpayingoffhisdebtandwhilestillmakingmonthlymortgage
payments.Theywerenotabletoselltheirhouseimmediatelyasthehousingmarket
wasslowandtheyexpectedhomepricestopickupinthecomingyears.Theymade
drasticchangestotheirlifestyle.Withintwoyears,Martinandhisfamilywereliving
on60%ofhisincomeandsettingasidetherest,morethan$3,000amonth.Thisis
howhepaidoffhisconsumerdebtwithinthetwoyears.Onthethirdyeartheywere
abletoselltheirhomeatslightlylessthan$270,000andpayoffhismortgageand
makeinitialpaymentstowardshischildren’scollegefees.Within7yearshehad
accumulatedanadditional$200,000ininvestments.

Inconclusion,nomatteryourcircumstanceswhetheryouwaiteduntilyour40sor
50stostartsavingorwhetheryouarenotmakingenoughmoney,oryouaresimply
unmotivatedtosave,thereissomethingyoucandotoincreaseyoursavingsand
investments.Themostimportantlessoninsavingandinvestmentsistofocusyour
activitiestowardsyourgoalsandyourpurpose.Thereasonyousaveissothatyou
havethefinancialfreedom topursueyourareasofinterestwithouthavingtowork
simplyformoney.Inthenextchapterwewouldaddanothertool,budgetingtobe
usedtoensuresuccessinpayingyourself.Iwillsimplifytheprocessevenforthe
mosttechnicallyaversereader.Intheend,youmustunderstandWHYyouaresaving;
thisisthekeybehindyoursuccessinsaving.

PRINCIPLESOF 

SAVINGSUCCESS

1.Getastrongreasontostart.Thestrongestreasontosavemoneyis
tofreeyoutopursueyourpurpose.Identifyyourcalling.Breakitdown
intoactionablestepsandincludethestepsinafinancialplan.Lookat
yourplanoften.Thiswillprovidethefuelyouneedtopayyourselfand
buildasecuredfinancialfuture.

2.Takeresponsibilityforyourfinancialstateandsetabouttoredeem



wastedtime.Developanabundancemindset.Believeitispossibleto
comeoutfrom lack,povertyorfinancialcrisis.

3.Don’tuseyoursavingstobuyliabilitiesortopayforyourexpenses.If
youneedtosetasidemoneyforfutureschoolfeesforyourchildren,
makeaplantowardsitandinvestthemoneydependingonyourtime
frame.

4.Investinknowledge.Spendafixedamountoftimedailydeveloping
yourselfinyourareaofcalling.Developyourgiftsandtalents,improve
yourskillsandgainexperienceinyourarea.

5.Environment.Surroundyourselfwithpeoplewhowillpropelyouto
succeedandfulfillyourpurpose.Getbiographiesandteachingsfrom
peoplewhohavesucceededingainingfinancialfreedom andpeoplewho
areleadersinyourareaofinterest.

6.PayyourselfafterpayingGod,bysavingandinvestingmoney.Build
yourassets.Do notpay yourexpenses first.Do notpay monthly
shortfallswithyoursavings.Letyourmindcomeupwithwaysofmaking
moremoneytopayyourbills.Buildyourfinancialintelligencetosolve
financialshortfalls.

7.Keepyourexpenseslow.Onlyspendonnecessities,youcanbuy
luxurieswithprofitfrom yourassetslater.Findmoneytoinvest.Find
waystosavemoney,spendmoneyonlyonwhatyouneed.Lookforways
toincreaseyourincomebydevelopingyourskill;takeupparttimework
anduseyourskillstogetanincreaseinincome.

8.Don’tgetintodebt.Ifyouarealreadyindebt,makeaplanandpayoff
yourdebts.Payoffthemostexpensivedebtassoonaspossible.Donot
borrow toeat.Onlytakeloanstopurchaseassets,thingsthatwilladd
moneytoyourpockets.Ifitwillnotbringadditionalincome,donottake
outtheloan.

9.Developapersonalfinancialplanandsettimeboundgoals.Useyour
financialplanto determinehow muchyouneed to havesaved and
invested,andbywhen.Targettosaveasmuchaspossibl.

10.Begintosaveimmediately.Thegoalofsavingsistoinvest.Convert
yoursavingsintoinvestmentsassoonaspossiblesothatyourmoney
canbegintoworkforyou.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 BillsandexpensesareoneofthekeytoolsusedbySatantocontrol
people

 Ifyouarepaying50to70% ofyourincometowardsmeetingyour



bills,youareaslavetothosebills.

 Ifyouaremarried,makesureyoubegintheprocesstogetherwith
yourspousesothatyouareonthesamepageaboutyourfinancesand
thechangestobemade.

 Don’trushtopayyourexpenses,stretchoutyourpayments.Defer
expensesthatcanbepaidlater.

 Make sure you build relationships with people.Itis important
becauseitisthroughrelationshipsthatyoulearnofopportunitiesto
invest.

 Therearecircumstanceswhereyoucangetintodebttogainasset.
Youmustalreadyhaveaportionofthemoneyrequiredtogainthe
asset.

 Conductduediligencetomanagetheriskofyourinvestment.Your
investmentopportunitymusthavealevelofcertaintyofgain.Otherwise
youwillbeleftstrugglingindebt.

 Yourfinancialgoalisalwaysto acquireassetstowardssetting
yourselffreeandbuildingyourfuture.

 Youmustlearnyourexpensesandstudyyourspendinghabitsso
thatyoucaneliminatethesmallfoxesthatareeatingyourfuture.

 Apersonalfinancialplanisadocumenttoaidyouinmanagingyour
moneytowardsyourgoals.Itgivesyouchargeoveryourfinancial
situation.

 Itisimportanttoinvesttimeandenergytodiscoveryourpurposeso
thatyoucanbegintopursueit.

 Yourtargetedfinancialgoalsarealwaysaboutbuildingyourfuture,
thegoalofyoursavingshouldnotbetobuygadgets,payforvacations
oreventowardspayingschoolfees.



CHAPTER4

BUDGETING

“Abudgetistellingyourmoneywheretogoinsteadofwonderingwhereitwent.”
JohnC.Maxwell.

In thisquote John Maxwellrevealsan importantprinciple behind a budget.
Withoutaplanofhowtospendmoney,youareboundtostruggletomanageitwell.

Aswesawpreviously,afinancialplanisimportanttoguaranteeyoursuccessin
saving.Itisthekeytoacquiringthedisciplineinsaving,wheremanyhavefailed
before.Onceyouhaveyourfinancialplan,thebudgetshouldstem outofyour
financialplan.Budgetisaplanofallocatingyourexpensesaccordingto your
income.Havingdeterminedhow muchyouwanttosavepermonthaftercreating
yourfinancialplan,comeupwithabudget.Outofyourincomeallocatemoneyto
yourbasicexpensesintermsofpercentageofincome.Thisistheessenceofthe
budget.Abudgetalsohelpsyoukeeptrackofyourexpenseseachmonthandto
determineonamonthtomonthbasis,whatareasneedtobecutbackandwhat



areasneedmoremoney.Ithelpsyoumakedeliberatedecisionsonallocationof
money,eliminatewasteandimpulsebuying.

DISCIPLINETOFOLLOW 

THEBUDGET

Justasafinancialplangivesyoucontrolofyourmoney,abudgetisthetoolthat
helpsyouimplementyourplan.Withisabudget?Youchoosewhatwillhappento
yourmoneyandwhen.

Thebudgetisalsoimportantasatooltocommunicatewithyourfamily.Youwill
needtocutdownyourexpensesdrasticallytomeetyourfinancialgoals.Thebudget
willhelpexplaintothefamilyhowyouwillallgoaboutmeetingthesefinancialgoals.
Ifyouaremarried,ensureyoudothefinancialplanandthebudgetwithyourspouse
sothatyouareonthesamepageaboutyourfinances.Oncebothofyouarein
agreement,communicatewithyourchildrenastheywillalsoneedtoscalebackon
theirlifestyle.Explainyouractioninawayyourchildrenwillunderstandaccordingto
theirage.Everyfamilymembershouldknowwhatisexpectedofthem andthelimits
theyhavewhenitcomestomoney.Thechildrenwillneedtounderstandwhythey
willnotbegettinggifts,new toysandgadgetsanymore.Theywillalsohaveto
understandwhytheirallowancewillbecutorcompletelyeliminatedsothattheyare
allonboardandcanhelpyoutoimplementthechangesneeded.Workoutwaysto
rewardeachotherforstickingtothebudget.Theserewardsdonotneedtobe
financial;itcouldbejustextratimeonthingsthechildrenliketodo.Thesemay
includeextratimeplayingtheirfavoritegames,cookingtheirfavoritemealsforthem,
spendingqualitytimewiththem andtakingthem outtotheparkandsoon.

Transferyoursavingsamountautomaticallytoasavingsaccountoramoney
marketfundi thatishardtoaccess.Thisaccountshouldnothaveadebitcard.Usea
mobileapplicationincaseyouhaveasmartphonetokeeptrackofyourexpenses.
AlternativelyyoucandownloadatemplateinExcelsheetstotrackyourexpenses.
Makesureyourexpensesarewithinthebudget.Onceyouexhausttheallocated
budgetperitem,donotspendanymoremoneyonthatitem.Doallyourshopping
onceamonthinbulkanddonotenterashoppingmallafterthat.Keeponlythecash
thatyourequireinaday,donotcarrymorethanthecashyourequireperday.Cutup
yourcreditcards.Donotcarryyourdebitcardsunlessyouaregoingshopping.Carry
ashoppinglistconsistingonlyofitemsthatyouabsolutelyneed.Donotgowith
yourfriendsforshoppingparticularlyifyoudonotknowhowtosaynotothem.Sell
yourcarifyoucanusepublictransport.Considerexchangingyourcarforamore
fuelefficientcar.Getafuelcardanduseit.

Afteramonthoftrackingyourexpenses,lookatyourexpensesagainandcutout
orreduceexpenses.Youwilldiscoverthereareitemsyoumaynothaveoriginally
seenwhendoingyourpriorityexpensesearlierthatyoucannow dowithout.A
budgetwilluncoverhiddenexpenses,feesandlostinterestpaidtoothersthatcan
beeliminated.Onceidentified,allunnecessaryexpensesshouldbecut.Allsavings



madeshouldbeaddedtoyourtargetsavingsgoalandputinyoursavingsaccount.
Reviewyourbudgettoeliminatewasteandkeepreviewingiteachmonthuntilyou
aresatisfiedthatyourexpensesareonbasicneedsonly.

BUDGETINGPROCESS

1.Settinggoals
Thebudgetshouldalignwithyourfinancialgoalssetinchapter3.Ifyour
targetsavingspermonthis$2,000,setabudgetthatallowsyoutofindthat
moneybyreducingyourexpenses.Ifyouexceedyourtargetsavings,set
newtargetsavingsgoals.Theadditionalsavingswillbeusedtoreduceyour
timelinessothatyoumeetyourtargetfinancialgoalsearlier.

2.Makinglifestyledecisions
Abudgetiscriticaltounderstandingwhatchangeswillbemadetoyour
lifestyle.Ifyourrentbudgethastogodown,youhavetomovetoacheaper
housetostaywithinthebudget.Berealisticwhensettingthebudgetto
makeiteasiertoimplement.

3.ExpenseTracker
Youmayneedtotrackyourexpensesforatleastamonthtouncoverhidden
expensesandwastes.Youcanwriteyourexpensesdowndailyonpaperor
youcanusecomputersoftwareormobileapplicationsavailablefortracking
expenses.Alotofmoneyiswastedonthesmalleritemsbecausetheyare
hardertoremember.Youcanneverforgethowmuchyouspendmonthlyon
yourrent,butitmaybehardtoknowhowmuchyouarespendingonsmall
itemssuchassnacksanddrinks.Havingyourexpenseswrittendownhelps
youidentifyhiddenexpenseitems.Makesureyoualsonoteanyadditional
incomethatcomesinmonthly.

4.Forecastfutureneeds
Itisimportanttoanticipateanyfutureneedsandtoplanforthem.Ifyou
expectanewbabyinyourfamily,factorthatinthebudgetandplanforhow
toadjustfornewexpensesondiapersandbabyfoodandsoon.Ifyouare
expectingaraiseatwork,factoritinyourbudgetanduseallyouradditional
incometoaddtoyoursavings.Youmayneedschoolfeesforyourselfor
yourchildreninfuture,budgetforthatalsobysettingasidesmallamounts
everymonthtowardsthis.

5.Implementingthebudget
Startwiththebigitemsfirst.Payyourtithesandofferingsfirst,thenpay
yourselfandforyourpersonaldevelopment.Afterthat,paythepriorityitems
whentheyfalldue.Youshouldhaveautomaticinstructionssenttoyour
banktopaytithes,offeringsandsavingsassoonasthemoneyhitsyour
account.Bigticketitemssuchasrent,loanrepaymentsshouldthenbe
madefrom youraccount.Anyadditionalincomethatcomestoyouraccount
suchasbonuses,allowances,investmentincomeshouldallbesenttoyour



savingsaccountassoonasitclearsintoyouraccount.

6.Controllingyourspending
Doeverythingwithinyourpowertocutyourexpensetopriorityitemsonly.
Keepremindingyourselfandyourfamilywhyyouaredoingwhatyouare
doingandkeepyourfinancialgoalsinprominentview sothatthewhole
familyknowswhereyou aregoing.Ifthegoalisto have$500,000 in
investmentsin3years,leteveryfamilymemberbeawareandknow their
role.Ihavesuggestedthingsyoucoulddotocutbackyourexpenses
drastically.

7.Evaluatingyourperformance
Everymonth,compareyourexpensesaccordingtoyourexpensetrackerorthe

writtendownexpensesandthebudget.Makesureyourexpensesarewithinthe
budget.Keepamonthlyreview ofyourbudgetversusyouractualexpenditureand
tightencontrolstoensureyouarestrictlyfollowingthebudget.

SAMPLERECOMMENDED 

BUDGET

ITEM PERCE-NTAGE
OF

INCOME

BUDGET
ALLOCATION

ACTUAL AMOUNT
USED

TithesandOffering 15%

Savings 10%-30%

Emergencyfund
Selfeducationfees
Investment

Housing 15%

Rentormortgagerepayment
Homeinsurance
Landratesandpropertytaxes
Repairs,maintenance,homeimprovementsifyouownit

Utilities 5%

Water,ElectricityandGas
Mobilephoneairtime/phone
Internetbundles/broadband

Familyexpenses 15%



Schoolfees
Schoolsupplies
Childcare
Children’sClothing
Familygiving

Transport 5%

Publictransport
Carloanrepayment
Fuel
Carinsurance
Carmaintenance

Personalcare 5%

Grooming&beauty

Insurance 5%

Lifeinsurance

Medical
Healthinsurance
Outofpocketdoctorbills/medication
Dental/optical

Householdsuppliesand
groceries

10%

Householdshopping
GroceriesandEatingoutexpenses

Debt Upto20%

Studentloan
Otherloan
Carloan

WhataresomeofthethingsMartin,from theearlierexampleandhisfamilydidto
ensuretheyweredebtfreeandcouldliveonapassiveincomewithinsevenyears?
AftersettingtheirfinancialgoalsandbuildingafinancialplanMartinsatdownwith
hiswifeandchildrenandcameupwiththebudgettogether.Theyagreedwiththe
childrenthattheycouldonlygetnew clothesandshoesonceayear.Theonly
exceptionisiftheyoutgrewtheirshoes.Theydecidedtocutoutholidaysaltogether
includingtripshometohisnativecountry.Theywereabletoreducetheirfood
expensesbybuyingbulkandavoidingunnecessarysnacks.Reducingtheirfood
intakeoverallwasalsooneofthethingsthathelpedthem bringdownthefood



budgetcosts.Theycutdown driving and Martin wasable to reduce hisfuel
expensesbyonlyusingthecarfornecessarytrips.Oncetheysoldtheirhousethey
wereabletomovetoacheaperhouseinasafeandfriendlyneighborhood.

CASHFLOWANALYSIS

CashFlow analysisisthetrackingofmonthlyincomecomparedtoexpenses.It
givesanoverviewofthewholeyear.Thisanalysishelpsyoutoplanyourincomeand
anticipateyourexpensesorreduceyourexpenses.Youcanevaluateyourprogress
yearlywhendoingyourfinancialplanreview.Thisisusefulforthreecategoriesof
people:

1.Thosewhodonothavefixedincomesorthosewhoarealready
receivingadditionalincomethatisnotregular.Suchadditionalincomes
includeinvestmentincome,allowances,bonusesandinterest.Asyou
buildyoursavingsandinvestments,theadditionalincomeyoureceive
shouldbegintogoup.Yourcashflowanalysiswillgiveyouapictureof
yourinvestmentincomegrowthprogress.Anumberpeopledonothavea
fixedsalary,eithertheygeneratecommissionsortheyhavebusinesses
andrelyonincomegainedfrom suchbusinesses.Itisimportanttotrack
youincomesoastoplanoutyourmonthsdependingonincomepeaks
andlow seasons.Endeavortokeepyourexpensesaslow aspossible
andusethesavingseachmonthtobuildapassiveincome.

2.Thosewhoidentifyopportunitiestoreducetheirexpensesgradually.
Someexpensesmayrequiretimetoreducebecauseoftheprocessit
takestoscaledownlivingstandards.Forexampleitmaytakeamonthor
twotoreducerentexpenses,selloffcarsandeliminatecarinsurance
and maintenance.Otherexpenses such as debtmaytake time to
eliminate,butonceclearedwillreduceexpensessignificantly.A cash
flow analysishelpsyou to trackmonthlyyourprogressin reducing
expenses.

3.Thosewhohavealotofperiodicexpenses.Thereareexpensesthat
arenotmonthlysuchascollegeorschoolfees.Acashflow statement
willshow the fluctuations in expenses.Annualexpenses such as
insurancecostswillalsocausemonthlyexpensestodiffer.Ifyoudobulk
shoppingonsomehouseholditemsyourexpensesmaybereducedfrom
monthlytoquarterlyexpenses.

SAMPLECASHFLOW PLAN

Irregularincomeandexpenses

MONTH TOTALINCOME TOTALEXPENSE MORESAVINGS

JANUARY 5,000 6,000 -1,000

FEBRUARY 3,000 2,000 1,000



MARCH 6,000 4,000 2,000

APRIL 5,000 2,000 3,000

MAY 6,000 3,000 3,000

JUNE 4,000 3,000 1,000

JULY 3,000 2,000 1,000

AUGUST 4,000 2,000 2,000

SEPTEMBE
R

4,000 3,000 1,000

OCTOBER 3,500 3,000 500

NOVEMBER 2,500 2,000 500

DECEMBER 5,000 4,000 1,000

TOTAL 51,000 36,000 15,000

BUDGETALLOCATIONS

Everyindividualisuniqueandeveryfamilyhasitsownuniqueneeds.Thereare
somegeneralguidelines;howeverthathelpsinthebudgetprocess.Thesearethe
recommendedallocationsdependingonyourresponsibilities.Itisimportanttonote
thatthesearegeneralguidesandmaynotcustom fiteveryone.Itisimportantto
workoutyourownallocationsbasedonyourfamilyorindividualcircumstancesand
yourfinancialgoals.

Forthosewhoaremarriedandorhavechildren,therecommendedallocationis
20/30/50.Atleast20%ofyourincomeshouldgotowardsfamilygiving,tithesand
offering.Titheswouldtakeup10%,offerings5%andfamilygivingwouldalsobe5%.
You maychoose to investon behalfofyourfamily,butdepending on your
circumstances.Ifyousupportanyparentsorsiblings,youhavetoplanhow to
providethissupportwhethermonthlyoroneofflumpsum.Targettosave30%of
yourincomebutyoushouldbeginwithatleast10%.Yourtotalpriorityexpenses
shouldnotexceed50%.Ifyourexpensescurrentlyexceedthis,workyourwaydown
to50%andsavetherest.

Ifyouareindebt,therecommendedallocationis20/10/20/50.Atleast20% of
yourincomeshouldbefortithes,offeringandothergiving.Saveatleast10%ofyour
income.Useupto20%ofyourincometooffsetyourdebts.Oncethesearecleared
movethispercentagetoincreaseyoursavingsto30%.Ensurethatyourpriority
expensesdonotexceed50%.

Those who are single and do nothave children ordependantsshould take
advantageoftheirreducedresponsibilitiestosave.Therecommendedallocationis
20/50/30.The20%ofyourincomegoestotithes,offeringsandothergiving.Your
targetsavingsis50%ofyourincome.Yourpriorityexpensesshouldnotexceed30%



ofyourincome.Thiswayyouareabletoprepareyourselfforresponsibilitiesahead
ifyougetmarriedandhavechildren.

Aswehaveseen,thebudgetisatooltousetowardsensuringyoursuccessin
payingyourself.Thebudgetmustcomefrom yourfinancialplanandmustbemade
tosuityouruniquesituation.Youcankeepadjustingitaccordingtoyourchanging
circumstancesincludingchangesinincome,expensesandanticipatedexpenses.
Ultimately,foryoutosucceedatpayingyourselfyouhavetomasterthelawsof
money.Whatwehavecoveredsofarinbudgetingistheadministrationofmoney
whichisanimportantlawofmoney.Anythingyoudonotcontrolbyadministrating
wellwillcontrolyou.Wewilllookatmorelawsgoverningmoneyinthenextchapter.
Itisimportanttorememberthefollowingbudgetpointers.

BUDGETPOINTERS

1.Setyourbudgetaccordingtoyourfinancialgoal.

2.Trackyourexpensesandmakeitahabittocutoutunnecessary
expensesregularly.

3.Ensureyoustaywithinthebudget.

4.Keepreviewingyourbudgetandyourcashflow analysisforsaving
opportunities.

iExplainedinChapter8

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Justasafinancialplangivesyoucontrolofyourmoney,abudgetis
thetoolthathelpsyouimplementyourplan.

 Transferyoursavingsamountautomaticallytoasavingsaccountor
amoneymarketfundthatishardtoaccess.

 Review yourbudgettoeliminatewasteandkeepreviewingiteach
monthuntilyouaresatisfiedthatyourexpensesareonbasicneeds
only.

 Acashflow analysishelpsyoutotrackmonthlyyourprogressin
reducingexpenses.

 Ensurethatyourpriorityexpensesdonotexceed50%.

 Anythingyoudonotcontrolbyadministratingwellwillcontrolyou.



CHAPTER5

MASTERTHELAWS 
OFMONEY

Itdoesn’tmatterhowmuchyoumake,aslongasyouareignorantofthelawsof
money,youwillneverberich!

Inthepreviouschapterwecoveredimportantwaysofadministratingyourmoney
throughbudgeting.Wesawthatabudgetisaplanonhowtospendyourmoneyand
ifyoudonothaveone,youaremorelikelytospendyourmoneywithoutrealizing
whereitisgoing.Welookatanexamplebelowthatdebunksthemythmostpeople
hold;thatonceyouearnalotofmoney,youarerich.Theresultsshowthatyoucan
onlyberichbymasteringthelawsofmoney.

WHYHIGHINCOMEEARNERSARESTILLBROKE

Inthe2009SportsIllustratedarticleonhow andwhyathletes gobrokequoted
earlier,itisreportedthatmajorprofessionalathleteshaveapenchantforlosing
money.Thereasonsforthisandwhytheyareinfinancialdistressorbankruptafew
shortyearsafterretirementisbecausetheyareignorantofmoneyandviolatethe
lawsofmoney.OnemajorNFLplayerearned18to20milliondollarsinsalaryalone,
overaperiodof12years.Headmitstohavinglostseveralmilliondollarsout
of ‘totalignorance’.Hemadeaseriesofpoorinvestmentdecisionsduetoignorance
onmoneyandinvesting.Playersasyoungas18yearsoldjoinprofessionalsports
leaguesintheUnitedStates.Alotoftheseathletesarelikelotterywinners.They
comefrom poororaveragebackgroundsintoalotofmoneysuddenly,butwithlittle
ornofinancialeducation.Manysuchathleteslivehighandexpensivelifestyleswhile
theymakemillionsnotrealizingthemillionstheymakearesupposedtolastthem a
lifetime.Oncetheyretire,theycannotcontinuetheirlifestylesandendupbrokeor
bankrupt.OneoftherareexceptionswasthelegendaryAmericanbasketballplayer
MagicJohnson.Heinvestedwhilestillaprofessionalbasketballplayerinachainof
movietheatresinlowincomeneighborhoods.Overthecourseofhiscareerandafter
retirement,hediligentlybuiltMagicJohnsonEnterpriseswhichhaspartnerships
withvariousprofitablecompaniessuchasStarbucksandBestbuys.MagicJohnson
Enterpriseshasinvestedoverabilliondollarsinvariouscommunities.Magicbegan
byadmittinghisignorance.Hedidnotknowanythingaboutbusinessandhesought
expertisefrom professionalstolearnaboutmoney.

BREAKINGFROM 



FINANCIALDISTRESS.

Manyofyoureadingthisbookareinfinancialdistressorareboundtoyoursalary.
Howdoyoubreakawayfrom this?Admityoudon’tknow.Thefirstruleofproblem
solvingisalwaystoadmityouhaveaproblem.Humbleyourselfandacknowledge
thatyouareignorantofthelawsofmoney.Youneedtodoacriticalevaluationof
yourselfandyourknowledgeofthelawsofmoney.Thelackofknowledgeonthe
principlesofmoneymakesustosufferpaininourfinances.Wefailtousemoneyto
ouradvantageoutofignoranceonhow moneyworks.Youhavetodetermineto
eliminateyourignoranceonthelawsofmoney.Youhavetounderstandthelawsof
moneyandhowtousethem toyouradvantage.

Onceyouhaveidentifiedwhereyourproblem lies,lookforteachingsandbookson
financiallibertyandempowerment.IhaveapowerfulbookIhavewrittenabout
money:MONEYWON’TMAKEYOURICH.Educateyourselfonthelawsofmoney.
Find mentors who can teach you,people who have developed financial
independence.Intheageoftheinternet,youdonotneedtoknow thesepeople
personallyorseethem.Youcanfindasmuchmaterialonthesepeopleaspossible
ontheinternet.Investigatetheirlives,readtheirbiographies,watchtheirinterviews
anddocumentariesaboutthem.Findouttheprinciplestheyusedtogetwherethey
areandapplythem diligently.

Unlearnfalseteachingsonmoneythatareresponsibleforwhereyoucurrentlyfind
yourself.Wehavebeentaughtfalselythatbeinggoodwillbringyoumoney.The
currentchurch,particularlythecharismaticchurchisteachingalotoffalsitiesabout
money,particularlytheprincipleofgiving.Givingalonewillnotbringmoney.People
havebeentaughtabout ‘sowingaseed’ inrelationtogivingmoneyinchurchortoa
certainpastor.Howeveraswehaveseenearlier,thatisnotthedefinitionofsowing
seeds.Thisdoctrinehasbeenusedtomanipulateandexploitmanyinthechurch
untilthereisacallousnessnow attachedtogiving.Pastorsandministersofthe
gospelhaveusedthechurchasanavenuetoenrichthemselves.Theprosperity
gospelhasproducedmanymillionairepastorswhiletheircongregantslanguishin
poverty.Anotherfalsedoctrinetaughtbythechurchisthatprayerandfastingwill
resultin riches.Churches particularly in Africa regularly hold breakthrough
conferences,meetingsto prayand fastforfinancialbreakthrough.Peopleare
constantlyflockingtochurchtoreceivedeliveranceoutofpoverty,tohavethespirit
ofpovertycastoutofthem.Thechurchisinsuchastateofignorancewhenit
comestomoney.Otherteachingsexistwhichkeeppeopleignorantaboutmoney.
Hardworkatyourjobalonewillnotmakeyourich.Peoplespendcountlesshoursat
theirjobs,increasingtheirskills,studying,workinghardonlytoretireandliveon
peanuts.Evenwhentheysucceedatmakingmoremoney,iftheydonotlearnthe
lawsofmoneytheywillnotbecomefinanciallyindependent.Learnallthelawsof
moneyandapplythem consistentlytogetherwithothergenerallaws,untilyouhave
gainedmastery.

PRINCIPLESOFMONEY



RETENTION

Thefirstlawofmoneyisretention.Moneyisnotforspending.Moneyisnotmeant
tobespent,moneymustberetained.Moneyisaseedformoney;ifyoudonotplant
moneyyoudonotharvestmoney.Aslongasyoudonothavemoneyworkingfor
you,youhavetobefrugal.Ensureyouonlyspendmoneyonwhatyouneed.Wehave
seenwaysofhowtocreatebudgetsandensureyoulivewithinthem.Youhaveto
payyourselftobeabletohavemoneyworkingforyou.Ifyoudon’tsetasidemoney
foryourself,youaretrappedinfinancialcrisisandfailure,nomatterhowmuchyou
makeasecuredfinancialfuturewillonlybeadream.

Theproblem withtheconsumercultureisthatitglorifiesspendingandvilifies
frugality.Theeffectsofthisculturearefeltacrosstheworldandacrossdifferent
incomelevels.Theyareagreatequalizer.InSouthAfrica,70% ofhighincome
earnerswithannualincomeabove$70,000hadnosavingswhile14% struggleto
makeendsmeet.Despiterisingindividualearnings,manyarelivingbeyondtheir
meansduetorecklessspendingandinabilitytoacceptamindsetchange,thestudy
found.Thedisciplineofsavingisnotinherited,itmustbeacquired.Sowhereasthe
oldergenerationsofAfricansbornandraisedinthe1950sand1960sgrewupwith
greatfinancialdifficultiesandoutofthosestruggleslearntthevalueofmoneyand
thislaw ofmoney,thenew generationborninthe1980s,1990sand2000sdonot
espousethosevalues.Africaisthefastestgrowingconsumermarketintheworld.
Thishasbeenattributedtotherisingmiddleclasswhoarespendingtheirmoney
extravagantly.AveragesavingsrateinvariousAfricancountriesarelow butinthe
last40yearshavedroppedevenfurtherevenwithincreasedaccesstofinancial
servicesparticularlyinruralareas.InKenyathesavingsratehasdroppedfrom 25%
ofGDPin1974to11%in2014.InMalawithedropwasfrom 20%to14%,inRwanda
thesavingsratedroppedfrom 20%to14%andSouthAfrica’ssavingsratedropped
from 28% to15% ofGDP25.Therehasbeenashiftingenerationalthinking,from
conservativespendingtotheembraceoftheprodigiouslifestyleamongthosein
SubSaharanAfrica.ItisnotjustenoughforAfricanstocomeoutofpoverty,and
indeedtheworld,theymustlearnthelawofretention.

Ontheotherhand,thePeople’sRepublicofChinahasthehighestsavingsratein
theworld.Estimatesputsavingsat30% to50% ofGDPin2015.Chinesesavings
haveboughtlargeamountsofUnitedStatesgovernmentbonds;Chinaisthelargest
investorofU.Sgovernmentbondsintheworld.Whatarethereasonspeoplein
Chinasavemorethantherestoftheworld?Theone-childpolicymeansthatthey
havefewerfamilyexpensesandtheycansavemore.Thisiscombinedwithafrugal
cultureprevalentinmostofChina.Theconsumerhabitshaveerodedsomeofthis
practiceinmajorcities;savingsrateforruralhouseholdsismuchhigherthanin
urbanhomeseventhoughtheincomeislowerinruralhomes.Theuncertaintyofthe
incomesfortheseruralhomes,mainlyfrom farmingmakesthem savemorefor
emergencies.CulturalpracticeamongChinesedictatesthatthechildrentakecare
oftheirparentsastheygrow old.Withtheadventoftheone-childpolicy,older
peoplecannotrelyontheirchildtolookafterthem infuturesotheyputawayalotof



theirincometocaterforretirement.Infact,Chinesepeoplebetween40to65years
ofageareresponsibleformostofthesavings.

Thislaw,thatmoneyisnottobespentiswhatMartinusedtosethimselffree
from debtandbuildinvestmentincome.MyfriendRajhoweverstillbelieveshehasa
righttospendmoneyaslongasheismakingit.Heisviolatingthelawofretention.
Thesetwomenarenow worldsapartfinancially.Oneisfullydependentonhis
incomeandtheotherlivesoffhisinvestmentincomeyettheybothhavesimilar
lifestyles.Martinhoweverhasfreedom todoashelikesandisnotboundtohisjob.
Raj,ontheotherhandwillhavetokeepworkingatthecurrentrateorharderto
sustainhislifestyle.

MULTIPLICATION

Thesecondlaw ofmoneyismultiplication.Onceyouhaveretainedyourmoney.
Youhavetobeginbypayingyourself.Setasidemoneyinform ofsavings,earning
youatleastalittleinterest.Themasterintheparableofthetalentschallengesthe
wickedandlazyservant.Heshouldatleasthavesavedthemoneywithbankersfor
someinterest.Thisisthebasicstartingpoint.Howeveryouhavetoensureyoudo
notremainatthebeginning.Studyandlookforopportunitiestomultiplythemoney
evenmorethroughinvesting.Theotherservantswereabletomultiplytheirtalents
by100% in the time theywere given.Seek to multiplyyoursavings through
investments.Tobeabletoreachthelevelofmakingmoneyworkforyou,youhave
tosucceedatretainingmoney,bediligentconcerningmoneyandmultiplymoney
throughinvestments.Inotherwords,moneyistobeadministered,ifyoudonot
controlmoneybyadministratingitproperly,itwillcontrolyouinstead.Wewilllookat
investmentoptionsinthechapterstocome.

Julia,anothermemberofmychurch,wasworkingasaschoolteacherandwas
marriedwith8children.ShestartedattendingmytrainingsessionswhereItaught
theseprinciplesandshetookthem andbegantoturnherlifearound.Shehadthe
responsibilityoflookingafterher8children.Despitehavingmanybillsandexpenses
becauseofherlargefamily,shesetasidemoneytosetupherownbusiness.
Althoughherfirstbusinessdidnotworkshelearntthelessonsanddecidedtotry
again.Eventuallyshesucceededinbuildingbusinessesthatspan5countrieswith
over500peopleworkingforher.Asshebuiltherbusinessesshedidnotjustfocus
onmakingmoremoneyonlybutalsoimprovingherselfandherservices.Shewent
backtoschoolandgothermaster’sdegreeandthenherPHDandwasabletomove
toamoreengagingjobwithinthegovernmentadministration.Shedoesnotdepend
onhersalarytosupportherfamilyandshehasfinanced5childrenintheuniversity
from theproceedsfrom herbusinesses.

DILIGENCE

Thethirdlawofmoneyisdiligence.Whenwetalkaboutdiligenceweequateitto
workinghard.Whetherphysicallyworkinghardorworkinghardatyourjob,diligence
isalwaysrestrictedwithintheconfinesofworkoremployment.Someofthehardest
workingpeopleintheworldarepoor.Peoplewhousephysicallaborsuchasrice



farmersinChinaormarkettransportersinAfricaputinhoursinricefieldsorpulling
cartstoandfrom marketsandsoon.Whyaren’ttheyrich?YetbillionaireslikeBill
gatesorMarkZuckerbergdonotspendhoursinfarm fieldsormarketstreets
laboringphysically.Diligenceisthereforenotnecessarilyhardwork.

AccordingtoWebster’sdictionarydiligenceisconstantefforttoaccomplishwhat
isundertaken;exertionofbodyormindwithoutunnecessarydelayorsloth;due
attention;industry;assiduity.

Diligenceisnotjusttheuseofthebody,neitherisitjustwithintheconfinesofa
job butdiligenceisconstanteffortto accomplishanyundertaking.Itincludes
exertingyourmindinthought,increativityandideas.Thereforediligenceasfaras
moneyisconcernedisanexertedefforttolearnallthereistoknowaboutmoneyor
toemployknowledgethroughuseofprofessionals.Itmeansyouhavetodevote
timetounderstandyourownfinancialsituation,howyouspendmoney,whereyou
spendmoney.Learnhow youearnmoney,whereyouearnmoneyandhow to
increasehow muchyouareearningfrom yourjoborprofession.Learnandapply
knowledgeonhowtocreatemoneyandopportunitiesaroundyouthatcanhelpyou
createmoney.Financialintelligenceistheabilitytospotopportunitiestocreate
money.Financialintelligenceisbeingcreativeandcomingupwithvariousideasto
solvefinancialproblems.Itisaskillthatcanbelearntandmastered.

Financialintelligenceismadeupofcertaintraits:

1.Financialliteracy. Thisistheabilitytoreadandunderstandnumbers
thatsurround money.Itincludes the ability to create,read and
understandbudgets,financialplans,andfinancialstatementsanduse
them toyouradvantage.

2.Investment strategies. This is the science of making money.
Investmentstrategies are plans on making money work foryou.
Investmentstrategiesmakethedifferencebetweenmakingmoneyand
losingmoney.Becomingproficientatinvestingrequiresthatyoulearn
how to find investment opportunities and how to evaluate this
opportunitiesrealisticallyanddeterminehow muchriskisinvolvedin
suchaninvestment.Itisimportantalsotoknowhowtoraisemoneyto
takeadvantageoftheseopportunitieswithoutnecessarilyborrowing
from abank.Youalsoneedtoknowhowtousespecializedknowledge
availablearoundyou.How touseaccountants,lawyers,appraisers,real
estateagents,advertisersandthelikeinyourinvestments.

3.Thelaw. Youneedtounderstandthelawgoverningyourcountry.This
allowsyoutotakeadvantageoflegalloopholestomakeorsavemoney.
Insuchawaythatisusedconstantlyintaxavoidance.Taxavoidanceisa
legalwaythatcompaniesusetoreducehowmuchtaxtheypay.Another
wayto usethelaw isusing corporations,companiesand trustsas
investmentvehiclesto reducetaxoninvestmentincomes.Whilean
individualcan make investments,there are certain advantages that
companieshavewhenitcomestoinvestmentsthatarenotavailableto



individuals.

MONEYMAKING

Thefourthlawofmoneyisthatmoneyiscreated.Outofdiligence,wecanlearn
how to createmoneyintwo ways.Thefirstwaymoneyiscreatedandmost
commonwayisbyexchangingtimeformoney.Majorityoftheworld’spopulation
exchangetheirtimeformoneyfrom theemployer.Onecanstillexchangetheirtime
butinsteadtocreategoodsandserviceswhichtheythenexchangewiththeir
employer.Thisensureshigherpayfortheindividual.Forexamplebecausedoctors
andengineershavedevelopedtheirskillsandtalentsmoretheyareabletocreate
serviceswiththoseskillswhichtheythenexchangewithintheorganizationsthey
work forand receive a betterincome.People who have low skills and little
differentiationintheirservicesendupmakingminimum wage.Cleanersforexample
aremostlypaidminimum wagebecausealmostanyonecanlearntocleanwithina
veryshorttime,hoursmaybe,minuteseven.Howeverittakesalotoftimeandeffort
tolearntobeaneurosurgeon,thereforetheincomeishigherforthem.Youmust
learnanddifferentiateyourselfinyourknowledge,skillandexperience.Themore
uniqueandrelevantyoursolutions,themoremoneyyoucommand.Readeveryday,
developyourselfandincreaseyourknowledgeandwisdom aboutyourcalland
areasofinterest.

Olgajoinedourchurchsevenyearsago.Shewasadivorceeandintheseparation
processshehadlosteverythingincludingherjob.Shehadayoungchildandoutof
desperation she decided to join the church.From learning this principle she
discoveredanopportunitytochangeherlife.Shebecameproactivetowardsher
goalandsetupherownbusinesstrainingtheyouth,anareashewaspassionate
about.Afterayearshebegantogetrecognitionfrom theauthoritiesinhercityand
was invited to join the youth parliament.Hermodel;training the youth had
succeededandshestartedtoexpandit.Duringthe2008financialcrisiswhich
affectedUkrainebadly,shefellbehindonhermortgagepaymentsandthebanktook
hertocourt.Intheprocessshesawanopportunitytorepresentherselfandothers
bygoingbacktoschoolandtrainingasalawyer.Whileinlaw school,shewas
invitedtojoinaparliamentarycommitteeenactinglawsonbankingandmortgage
debt.Shegotanopportunitytoworkandlearnfrom experiencedlawyers.Onceshe
becamealawyershewasabletoadvocateforothersandfrom hergoodwork,she
was invited to be a media consultantappearing frequentlyin various popular
televisionstations.Now,shewasnotjustmakingalivingbutshewasnowgivinglife
toothersthroughherwork.

Dr.BenCarsonwasborninsouthwestDetroit,Michigantoamotherwhowasone
of24childrenwithjustthirdgradeeducation.Ben’smother,Sonyagotmarriedat
age13andhadherfirstchildatage20.WhenBenwas8,hisparentsdivorcedand
Benandhisolderbrotherwereraisedbytheirmother.Sonyaworkedtwotothree
menialjobsatatimecaringforchildrenandcleaninghouses.Sheworkedveryhard
andlonghoursandthisshapedhowBenviewedpoverty.Byfifthgradethough,Ben
wastheclass’worststudent.Aneyetestrevealedhehadpoorvisionandhisschool



gavehim freeglasses.From thatpointonhebecameavoraciousreaderandloved
scienceandmath.AfterhighschoolheproceededtoYaleUniversityandgraduated
withamajorinpsychology.Heworkedthroughoutthecollegeduringsummer
breaks.HegotajobduringonesuchbreakatamotorcompanyinMichiganandfor
twoyearsworkedasahighwaycleanupcrew,andthenheworkedataproduction
plantforanothermotorcompany.Hethenenrolledinthemedicalschool,University
ofMichiganMedicalSchoolthroughascholarship.Hedidhismedicalresidencyand
became a neurosurgeon.He retired from active practice and ran forthe US
presidentialelectionsin2015-2016untilhewithdrewhiscandidacy.AsBenCarson
increased inknowledgeand skillshisincomekeptgrowing untileventuallyhe
becameworldrenownforhisskillsasaneurosurgeon.

Thesecondwaytocreatemoneyisasabusinessowner.Youdonotneedtoopen
andrunabusinesstobeone.Youcanbeabusinessownerbyholdingsharesofa
companyandinvestinginshareslistedinpublicstockexchanges.Youhavetolearn
tofindinvestmentopportunitiesandbusinessopportunities.Opportunitiestomake
moneyaretakenadvantageofbybusinessowners.Inabusiness,employeesmake
theleastmoney,onlyasmallfractionofwhattheymakeforthebusiness,usually
thisamountislessthan10%.Theincometheemployeemakesisguaranteedand
fixedbecausetheemployeedoesnotbearanyriskinthebusiness,theydonot
share in the rewardsotherthan performance bonusesthattheymayreceive.
Businessownershowevertakethebulkoftheprofitsthatabusinessmakes.
Dependingonthestructureofthebusiness,anownerdoesnothavetospendtime
inthebusiness.Theydonotexchangetheirtimefortheincome.Thehighestreward
goestothosewhoareabletocreategoodsandservicesthathavegreatdemand
becausetheymeetneeds.Thebestbusinessforyoutoinvestinisinvestingin
yourself.Thelastdecadehasseenmanybillionairesandmillionairesmadeoutof
thebusinessestheyfounded.Theirproductswerewidelyaccepted,somesuchas
Facebookbecomingamongthewealthiestcompaniesintheworldandtheirowners
amongthewealthiestpeopleintheworld.

Ateacherworkinginadevelopingcountryearningabout$200dollarsamonthwas
abletosave$30inthefirsttwomonthsthathebegansaving.Thatislessthan10%
ofhisincomepermonth.Withthe$30heinvestedinhiswifewhowasahousewife.
Usingthismoney,thewifeboughtasmallcharcoalgrill,afryingpan,cookingoil,salt
andsomewheatfloor.Shewouldwakeupat4am eachmorningandmakedifferent
snacks.Shewouldpackthem andgowithherhusbandtotheschoolandby11am
eachweekdayshehadsoldallhersnacks.Withinaweekshewasabletoturna
smallinvestmentof$30to$100.In2monthshersmallcapitalhadgrownto$500
dollarsandshecouldnowlookatexpandingthebusiness.

In1976onecollegedropoutandtwopartnersstartedabusinessoutofoneofthe
parents’garage.Togethertheysoldwhattheyhadandraised$1,350tofondthe
business.AppleComputerswasformed.Ayearlater,twoinvestorsputin$92,000in
cashandsecuredaloanforthecompanyof$250,000.AtthepubliclistingofApple
sharesintheNew YorkStockExchange,inDecemberof1980,thefoundersSteve
JobsandStephenWozniakhad7.5Millionsharesand4Millionsharesworth$217



Millionand$116Milliondollarsrespectively.OneoftheinvestorsMikeMarkkulahad
7millionsharesworth$250Milliondollars.TodayAppleisnow worthalmost
$1trillion.

Otherlawshelpyourabilitiesaroundmoney.Moneyisaterriblemasterbutagood
slave.Moneyistobemastered.Thelawofrestrainthelpsyoulearntodirectmoney.
Moneyshouldnotdetermineyourmood.Ifmoneydetermineswhetheryouaresad
orhappythenmoneycontrolsyou.Youhavetoteachyourselftoexercisecontrol
overmoney.Apracticalwaytodothisistoseehowlongyoucangoafterreceiving
yourincomewithoutspendingyourmoney.Checkyourself,how doyoufeelwhen
youdonothavemoney,areyouunabletosleep?Areyoufilledwithworry?Canyou
goaboutyourdaywithoutspendingmoneyorspendingonlytheminimum youneed
tosurvive?Exerciseyourselfinrestraint;neverobeythedictatesofmoney.Oneof
thefruitsoftheHolySpiritisself-control.Nowweallknowfruitisgrown,itisnot
just given. Grow in character; self-control, love, patience and kindness,
understanding,knowledge and wisdom.Become wealthyinside before getting
money.Peoplewhodonotknow how togetmoneydoeitheroftwothings.They
spend moneyunwiselyending up worse than theywere ortwo theybecome
hoardersbecausetheydonotknowhowtoreplacethemoneyshouldtheyspendit.
Buildyourinternalwealth,thewealthofsoulandspiritsothatyourrelianceisnoton
themoney,moneywilljustbeatoolforyou.Exerciseyourselfinself-control.Wewill
learnhowtocontrolyourappetiteinthechaptertitledthesame.

ROADTOMASTERY

1.Educateyourselfoutoftheignorancesurroundingmoney.

2.Determinetolearnthelawsofmoneyandapplythem consistently
untilyougainmastery.Lifetakesawayfrom thosewhodon’thaveand
don’tdoanythingwithwhattheyhaveandgivestothosewhohavedone
something with whatthey have.You mustbe radicalaboutyour
commitmenttothelawsofmoney.

3.Learnfinancialintelligenceandcreatemoneyasanownernotasan
employee,evenifyouareemployed.Exploityourtalentsandabilitiesto
createmorevalueforyou.

4.Controlmoney,donotbecomeaslaveofmoney.Examineyourself,
yourmotives.Setyourselffreefrom thedictatestomoney.Tellmoney
whattodo,donothavemoneytellingyouwhattodo.Donotseekyour
identityinmoneyortrytofindhappinessinmoney.Thatisequivalentto
chasingshadows.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Youhavetodeterminetoeliminateyourignoranceonthelawsof
money.

 Unlearnfalseteachingsonmoneythatareresponsibleforwhere



youcurrentlyfindyourself.

 Theproblem withtheconsumercultureisthatitglorifiesspending
andvilifiesfrugality.

 Diligenceasfarasmoneyisconcernedisanexertedefforttolearn
allthereistoknowaboutmoneyortoemployknowledgethroughuse
ofprofessionals.

 Readeveryday,developyourselfandincreaseyourknowledgeand
wisdom aboutyourcallandareasofinterest.

 Grow in character;self-control,love,patience and kindness,
understanding,knowledgeandwisdom.Becomewealthyinsidebefore
gettingmoney.

 oberichtobecomesomebody.Tohim whoisrich,watchoutthat
yourpossessionsdonotpossessyou.



CHAPTER6

HOW THERICH 
USEMONEY

“Remember,young man,experienceisnotthebestteacher.Otherpeople’s
experienceisthebestteacher.Byreadingaboutthelivesofgreatpeople,youcan
unlockthesecretstowhatmadethem great.” 
AndyAndrews,AuthorTraveler’sGift:SevenDecisionsthatdeterminepersonal
success.

Aswehaveseenfrom previouschapters,richpeopledonotbehavelikethe
masses.Theworlddeceivespeopleintobelievingthatrichpeoplearealwaysthe
peopledrivingtheexpensivecars,wearingluxuryclothesandlivinginexclusive
neighborhoods.Youaremadetothinkthattoberichallyouhavetobeistospend
yourmoneyliketherichdo.Inthequeststobeliketherich,peoplecopythelifestyle
notknowingthesecretsbehindthelifestylesoftherich.Peoplewhoaretruly
wealthyonlyspendmoneyfrom theinteresttheymakefrom theirinvestments.They
buytheseluxurygoodsorplushlifestylefrom theirinvestmentsnottheirearnings.
Wisepeopleknowthepurposeofmoney.Theyunderstandtheprinciplesofmoney,
howtospendmoneyonwhattheyneedonlysothattheycaninvestmoney.Having
moneyandalsothelackofmoneyisaresultoftheuseofprinciplesorthelackof
usethereof.

Thischaptershowsyouhowthewiseinvestandthesacrificestheymakeinorder
tomakemoneyworkforthem.Itlooksatthesewisepeoplefrom differentincome
levels,from lowincomeearnertohighincomeearnerandhowthey,throughwisdom
becamerich.You,dearreaderhavetogaintheunderstandingofthewise.

HABITSOFTHERICH

1.Therichneverworkformoney
Richpeopleneverworkformoney;theyletmoneyworkforthem.Fearand
greedmotivatemostpeopletoworkformoney,forasalary.Fearofbeing
withoutmoneyandgreedatallthe ‘things’ moneycanbuy.Thepatternof
fearandgreed;workingharderoutoffearofbeingwithoutmoneyand
wantingmoreoutofgreed,keepspeopletrappedintheratrace.Richpeople
findawayoutofthattrapasfastaspossible.Theymakeuncomfortable



sacrificestodayto gain the future theywanttomorrow.Theyare rich
becausetheypaidthemselvesandbuildtheirfutures.Therichacquire
assetswhilepoorpeopleacquireliabilitiesmistakingthem forassets.The
wealthydonotaccumulatecreditcarddebtbuyingliabilities.Creditcards
usuallyhaveawindowperiodwithinwhichnointerestischargedaslongas
thedebtispaid.Ifyoudonothavethedisciplinetouseyourcardinthisway,
donotownacreditcard.Nottobelaborthepoint,thepitfallsofusingcredit
cardsandhowtogetouthavebeendiscussedinpreviouschapters.

2.Therichavoidspendingtheirfuture.
Wealthypeopleinvestmoneywellthroughwhattheyknowandmakeitwork
forthem.Wealthypeopleavoidspendingtheirfuture.Theypaythemselves
atleast20% oftheirincome.Wealthy people considersavings and
investmentstwoverydifferentthingsanddonotmixthetwo.Savingsisnot
an investmentand investmentsarenotsavings.Neverlosemoneyon
savings.Moneysetasideassavings,aspartofanemergencyfundcannot
beinvestedbecauseyoucannotaffordtoloseit.Butsettingasidesucha
fundpreventsyoufrom havingtoliquidateyourinvestmentsinordertopay
foremergencies.Imaginetryingtosellahouseduringahousingslumpto
payemergencybills.It’saguaranteedloss.Therichuseemergencyfunds
andinsuranceastoolstoprotecttheirgains.Theydonotjustsave,they
takethenextstepandmakewiseinvestments.Contributeasmuchas
possibletowardsinvestments.Haveinvestmentsmakingatleast10% per
annum andifpossibleover30%perannum.Theprincipleofcompounding
willthenaccelerateyourwealth.ThatishowWarrenBuffetmadehismoney.

3.Therichmindtheirassetsandonlybuyluxurieslast.
TheaverageannualreturnforBerkshireHathaway,thecompanyWarren
Buffetcontrols,exceeds over20% forover40 years.Add to thatthe
compoundingfactorandit’snowonderWarrenBuffethasmadehimselfand
theshareholdersinBerkshireHathawayverywealthy.Therichmindtheir
business,thatistheirassetsandonlybuyluxurieslast.Richpeoplehave
multiplesourcesofincome.Becausetheyhavemadewiseinvestment
choicestheyareabletomultiplytheirmoney.Itisfrom thisinvestment
incomethattheyareabletofundtheirlifestyles.Theydonotrelyonasalary;
theyfocusoncreatingandbuildingwealth.Middleclassorpoorpeople
focusonlyononeortwosourcesofincome.Theydependonsalaryand
focuson increasing theirsalary.When you payyourselfand focuson
buildingasecurefinancialfutureyousetyourselffreeandacquirethehabits
oftherich.Inpreviouschapters,wesawhowamangottoacrisisbecause
hehadnotbeensavinganymoneyandhischildrenwereabouttogoto
college.Despitehavingamiddleclassincome,hewasspendingallhis
moneymaintaininghislifestyle.MyfriendRajisnow makingthesame
mistake,living an affluent lifestyle at the expense of savings and
investments.



4.Therichdonotgamble.
Poorpeoplethinkwealthjusthappens.Thatiswhypoorpeopledaydream
andgamblealot.Gamblingisnotastrategytocreatewealth.Youcannotsit
idleandfantasizeabouthowyouwillinheritmoneyorwhatyouwilldowhen
you win a million dollarjackpot.Unless you are doing itpurely for
entertainmentandarereadytolosemoney,donotgamble.Peoplewhohave
builtwealthdonotgamble.Theymakeinvestmentsinthingsthatarecertain
toprovidethem withaninvestmentreturn.Theydonotinvestinhope
storiesorgetrichquickschemes.Theybelieveincreatingthelifetheywant.
Findoutthroughfinancialintelligenceandthelawsofmoneyhowtocreate
wealth.Ifyoufollowtheseprincipleswithdiligence,persistenceandfocus,I
guarantee you willbe among the rich with time.These principles are
practicedbythetopbillionairesandmillionairesacrosstheworld.Money
canbemadeusinghonestprinciples.Themorethan200millionairesthatI
haveraisedhaveproventhattheseprincipleswork.

5.Therichreaddaily.
Theythinkaboutideas.Theyareconstantlyincreasingtheirknowledgeof
theirareasofinterestandinvestment.Studieshaveshownthat88%ofthe
richreadformorethan30minutesdaily.63%ofthem listentoaudiobooks
whilecommuting.79%readeducationalcareerrelatedmaterials.55%read
forpersonaldevelopment,58%readbiographiesofsuccessfulpeople,94%
readcurrenteventsand51% readabouthistory.Only11% readpurelyfor
entertainmentpurposes26.Successfulpeoplereadtoimprovethemselves.
Increasinginknowledgemakesoneabletospotopportunitiesresultingin
moneycreation.Incontrastonlyoneinfiftypeopleinfinancialdifficulties
improvethemselvesdaily,mostdo notgrow theirskillsandareeasily
retrenchedafterbecomingobsolete.Wealthypeopledonotspendtime
watchingTVorontheinternetforleisure.Over65%ofthem spendlessthan
onehourontheinternetforentertainment.Successfulpeoplemanagetheir
time well.They focus on personaldevelopment,networking,building
businesses,volunteeringorpursuitsthatwillleadtomorewealth.Ofthose
withfinancialstruggles,77%spendmorethananhouronTV,74%morethan
anhourontheinternetforentertainment.Oneofthefirstrequirementswe
makeofourmembersinthementorshipprogram thatIrun,isforthem to
study.Werequirethem tostudyatleastfivebooksinamonth.Ispendat
least3hoursadaystudying,Ialsoadvicethememberstoensurethey
furthertheireducation.ThosewhocomeinwithaBachelor’sDegreemust
pursuetheirMasters,andthosewithMastersDegreesshouldseekouttheir
PHDs.Werecognizethesehabitsasimportantprinciplesforlife.Wehave
testimoniesofpeoplewho joined thechurch asstudentsand asthey
studiedbecamethebeststudentsinuniversitiesthensocialleadersand
eventuallyministersingovernmentbecausetheywerediligentinstudying.

6.Therichmastertheiremotions.



Trulywealthypeoplearenotruledbytheiremotions,theydonotlettheir
emotionscontrolthem,especiallywhenmakingfinancialdecisions.Money
doesnotdictatetheirmood.Theyhavelearnthowtoactoutofwisdom and
notemotion.Wait,giveyourselftimetocalm downandbeobjectivebefore
makingdecisions.Poorpeoplearecontrolledalotbyfear;fearoffailure,of
changeandotherfearsstopthem from movingforward.Successfulpeople
learntoconquertheirfearandbuildtheirconfidence.Overcomethefearof
failure by starting to invest money early and using the power of
compoundinginyourfavor.Ifyoubeginlateyouhavetolearntotake
calculated risksand usefinancialintelligenceto createmoney.Failure
inspireswinners.Whenconfrontedwithfailure,richpeopledonotrunaway
from it,theyseekanswers.

7.Therichembracechange.
One ofthe members in a church was having repeated failure in the
managementofhisfinances.Eachmonthhewouldfindhimselfindebt,
evenwhenhewouldprayandfast,hewouldstillfindhimselfindebtthe
followingmonth.Yearswentbyandhecontinuedtobeindebtmonthafter
month.Finally he admitted his failure,he had tried to be financially
successfulbuthewasstillintheviciouscycleofdebt.HecriedouttoGod
andGodledhim toseekknowledge.Heputasideallthemoneyhehad,that
hadactuallybeenintendedforbillsandhewenttoabookshopandbought
everybookhecouldfindondebtandfinancialfreedom.Afterstudyingthe
booksandextractingtheprincipleshebegantoapplythem inhislife.God
putitinhishearttosharethelessonshehadlearntasateacherandheset
up seminarsteaching on the topicofgetting outofdebt.Now he is
financiallyfree.Heturnedfailureintovictory.Poorpeopleliveinfailure;they
donotmoveonfrom failurebutinsteadcampthere.Theyallow fearor
sorrow topreventthem from tryingagain.Theywallow inpitypartiesand
regretand build limiting beliefs around theirfailure.They believe the
universeisagainstthem,theywerebornunluckyandothernegativebeliefs.
Whenpeopleareafraid,theyrunawayfrom change,theybecomerigidordo
notmovefastenoughwhenchangecomes.Themanwhocameoutofdebt
wasflexibletolearnnew thingsandchangehishabitsandhebecame
financiallyfree.Theonlyconstantinlifeischange.Richpeopleembrace
change.Thewealthyinvestindemolishinglimitingbelievesandbuilding
beliefsthatleadthem tosuccess.Theycredittheirsuccesstotheirbeliefs.
Povertyisastateofthemind,eliminateperspectivesandbeliefsthatcause
youtoexperiencecyclesofpoverty,crisisandfailure.Peopledonotarriveat
wealthbyluck;eventhosewhowinlotteriesdonotkeepthewealthunless
theylearnthelawsofmoney.Youhavetobedeliberateaboutbecoming
financiallyfree.

8.Therichinvestinbuildingrelationships.
Wealthypeopleinvestinbuildingrelationships.Theyseethevalueinpeople.Itis



outofthese networks thatthey receive ideas,markettheirproducts orget
investmentopportunities.Yourenvironmentdeterminesyourbeliefs,motivatesyour
actions.Buildanenvironmentofrelationshipsaroundyouthatpushesyoutowards
financialsuccess.

OVERCOMELIMITING 

BELIEFS

Inthefaceofglobalpoverty,manypeoplehavebuiltbeliefsaboutwealthand
poverty.One common beliefparticularly in countries with high incidences of
corruptionisthatyoucanonlyberichthroughcorruptmeans.InAfrica,someofthe
wealthiestmenandwomenarewealthyasaresultofcorruption.Thenegativeeffect
ofcorruptionisthatitmakespeoplebelievethattheironlywayoutoftheirpoor
situationorfinancialcrisisistotakewhatisnottheirs.Henceinsuchsocieties,
theft,robberiesandothercrimesareprevalent.Peoplebelievethatthesystem is
riggedagainstthem.ManyofthewarsandconflictincountriesaroundAfricaareas
aresultofsuchlimitingbeliefs.Butthereisanalternativetocreatewealthevenfor
thepoorestofthepoor.Theprinciplesofwealthcreationworkforwhoeverapplies
them.Ifyouhaveproductsthatyouoffer,marketandsellthem,youmakemoney.
LookingatsomeofthepoorestinAfricannations,youwillnoticetheydonottake
timetodifferentiatetheirproductsorservices.Ifawomanbeginstosellvegetables
in frontofherhouse,within a week ten otherwomen are selling the same
vegetablesoutsidetheirhousesandthepoorwoman’sbusinesscollapses.Whatif
shetooksomelittletimetofigureoutheruniquenessandwhatsheispassionate
about?WhatifshecancookuniqueAfricandisheswithhervegetables?Now
insteadofsellingvegetablesoutsideherhousewhicheveryotherwomanisdoing,
shehasuniquerecipesknownonlytoher.Shecanthenlookforamarketforher
cookedfood.Shecanvisitofficestosellpackedlunchesorsupplycookedfoodto
colleges.Shecanlearnbetterwaystosellherproductsandincreasethedemandfor
hergoods,andmakemoremoney.Suchstoriesofpeoplerisingoutofabject
povertyexist,buttheyhadtodiscovertheiruniquenessandpursueit.Theywere
abletoworkhardattheirbusinessesbecausetheywerepassionateaboutthework,
itwasn’tacurse.Godhasgivenuseverythingthatweneedforlifeandgodliness.He
hasgivenallofus,irrespectiveofpoverty,thepowertomakewealth.Ourpurpose
providesakeytounlockingthewealthinus.Know yourpurpose;thepassioninit
willdriveyouthroughhardtimes.Wealthypeoplearepassionateaboutwhattheydo.
Thismakesthem togotheextramile.Inaninterview thelateSteveJobshad
togetherwithBillGates,hewasaskedhow importantpassionwasinbuilding
business.Hisresponsewasclassic, ‘passioniswhatkeepsyougoingwhenyou
encounterchallengesinbusiness.’ Nowonderhewasabletomakeacomebackat
AppleevenafterlosinghisjobinAppleyearsearlier.



TRAPSOFTHERICH

Duetothemoneytheyhave,richpeoplecanalsofallunderthecontrolofmoney.
Whentheyseeksecurityandsafetyintheirmoneytheyaretrappedbythevery
moneytheyseeksafetyin.Thatwasthesnaretherichyoungmanfoundhimself
in27.Hewasunabletofollow Jesusandfindthesatisfactionhewaslookingfor
becausehecouldnotdowithouthisriches.Atthispointmoneywascontrollinghim.
WhenJesustriedtodeliverhim from thisprison,byadvisinghim tosellallhisriches
andgiveto thepoor,hewentawaysadbutunableto do this.InfactJesus
admonishesafter:

“AndagainIsayuntoyou,Itiseasierforacameltogothroughtheeyeofa

needle,thanforarichmantoenterintothekingdomofGod”

(Matthew19Ý24â

InthisBibleverse,Jesusisnotsayingitiswrongtoberichbutthatforthosewho
trustinrichestheycannotbepartoftheKingdom ofGod

WhenthestoryisretoldinthegospelofMark,Jesusisquotedassaying:

“AndthediscipleswereastonishedathiswordsÚButJesusansweredagain,

andsaiduntothem,Children,howhardisitforthem thattrustinrichesto

enterintothekingdomofGodà

(Mark10Ý24â

ThisdoesnotmeanthatthosewhoarewealthycannotentertheKingdom butthey
shouldnotregardtheirwealthasaboveGod.Theyshouldnottrustintheirriches.
Theyshould adoptthepostureofApostlePaulasthough having nothing yet
possessingeverything.Theyshouldremainpoorinspirit;thatarestillhungryfor
GodandthethingsHehastooffersothattheycanhavetheKingdom ofGod.Tobe
poorinspiritistokeepahumbleheart,readytolearnandreadytoreceivefrom God.
Sometimesmenandwomenwhoexperiencegreatfinancialabundancebecome
proudandbeforeGodcannotreceiveanything.

“BlessedarethepoorinspiritÝfortheirsisthekingdomofheaven”

(Matthew5Ý3â

Moneyisagoodtoolandprovidesanswerstovariousproblems.
Itiseasytomoveattentionawayfrom Godanddependonthesolutionsmoney

canprovide.TherichbegintotrustintheirrichesandnotanymoreonGod.TheBible
teachesthatthosewhodothispiercethemselveswithmanysorrows.Thereare
countlessstoriesofpeoplewhoderivedtheiridentitiesfrom moneyandoncethey



lostalltheirmoney,theycouldnotcontinuewiththeirlivesandcommittedsuicide.
Thereareothersyetwhowerenotrichbuttheydedicatedalltheirenergiesandtime
tobecomerichwiththehopethatmoneywouldsatisfythem.Manyofthesepeople
weredisappointed.Richpeoplewilltestifythatmoneyonlyprovideshappinessupto
acertainpoint,whereyourneedsaresatisfied.Onceyourneedsaresatisfiedany
extramoneydoesnotbringaboutanyadditionalsatisfaction.A numberofthe
world’srichestpeopleasperForbesmagazineannualwealthrankingaregiving
awaymostoftheirwealthorpledgingtogiveitawayduringtheirlifetimes.Ifhaving
allthemoneywassosatisfyingwhywouldthesebillionaireschoosetogiveitaway?

Corruptionisacancerincountriesaroundtheworld.Greedandtheloveofmoney
drivethepeoplewhoenrichthemselvesthroughcorruption.Someofthepoorest
countriesintheworldhavetherichestleadersintheworldcourtesyofcorruption.
Wealthypeoplearenotthosewhostealfrom theirnationstoenrichthemselves.
Thesepeoplearecontrolledbymoney.Thatisnotourdefinitionofwealth.

Peoplewhotakemoneythatisintendedforthe collectivegoodofothers
anduseitfortheirowngainareevilandtheirendisnothing.

TheexampleofthelifeofMobutuSeseSekoisoneillustration.Reportedatone
pointtobeworthbillionsofdollarswhilehiscountrywasoneofthepoorestinthe
world,hediedamiserabledeath,disgracedandexiledfrom Zaire.Wehaveseen
particularlyindevelopingcountriesmoneyintendedtoprovidevaccinesforpoor
childrenbeingsiphonedbygovernmentofficialsornonprofitorganizationstoenrich
themselves.Suchrichesattractacurseandareofnobenefittosociety.Wealthis
meanttobringsolutionsandthebettermentofsociety.Moneydoesnotsatisfy
whenusedoutsidethecauseofadvancingtheKingdom ofGodandHisrightorder.
Itonlycorrupts,controlsandruinslives.

OntheotherhandmassesofthepooronlyfollowedJesusbecauseHehadfed
them.TheonlyvaluetheycouldseeinHim wasfood.Thethinkingbehindthe
povertymindsetisonlyinhavingtheirneedsmet,thereforetheyselltheirtime,their
mostvaluablecommodityforsalary,atokenjustenoughtomeettheirexpenses.
ThestoryofEsauistrueeveryday;peoplesellofftheirbirthright(theirfuture
inheritance)fortoday’sfood.SurrenderyourmaterialpossessionstoGodtoescape
thetrapofmoney.LearntoplacevalueonwhatGodplacesvalueon,forwhereyour
treasureisthereyourheartis.Abraham kepthisfocusonGodnotonhisriches.In
Hebrews11:9-11,hewouldnotbesatisfiedinwhathehadbutkeptlookingforthe
citythatGodwasbuilding.Whenyoudominatemoney,Godcannowtrustyouwith
trueriches.TruerichesarewhereGodopensHimselftoyouandinvitesyoutorule
withHim.

Inlookingatthecultureoftherichthereareimportantlessonstobelearnt.Asyou
havegonethroughthischapteryourealizethatwhatmakessomeonerichisnot
theirlifestylebuttheirmindset,theirperspectiveonlife.Therichalsolearnto
controlthemselves.Inthenextchapterwewouldlookatcontrollingyourselfandthe
appetitesofyourego.Thisisanimportantelementwehaveseeninthelivesofthe
wealthyandwhichwewouldlookatinmoredetailnext.Itisimportanttokeepin
mindthefollowingnuggetsfrom thischapter.



WISDOMTOAPPLY

1. Identifythetop10personsinyourareaofpassionbothinyour
countryandinternationallyandfindoutallyoucanaboutthem.Extractlife
principlesfrom theirlivesandapplythem.Learnfrom theirfailuresalso.

2. Livingliketherichisnotbycopyingtheirlifestylesbutbymimicking
theirhabits.Lookathow therichmanagetheirmoneyandinvesttheir
timeandlearnthosehabits.Don’tbuywhattheybuyorwearwhatthey
wearratherinvestmoreinknowingwhattheyknow.

3. LearntotrustGodanddonottoputyourtrustinriches.Youmaynot
berich,youmaybeexperiencingpovertyorfinancialcrisis,butyoucan
stillfallintothetrapoftrustinginriches.DeveloptrustinGodthroughHis
wordandfellowshipwithHim.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Creditcardsusuallyhaveawindowperiodwithinwhichnointerest
ischargedaslongasthedebtispaid.Ifyoudonothavethediscipline
touseyourcardinthisway,donotownacreditcard.

 Therichuseemergencyfundsandinsuranceastoolstoprotect
theirgains.

 Middleclassorpoorpeoplefocusonlyononeortwosourcesof
income.

 Therichdonotinvestinhopestoriesorgetrichquickschemes.

 Onlyoneinfiftypeopleinfinancialdifficultiesimprovethemselves
daily,mostdonotgrow theirskillsandareeasilyretrenchedafter
becomingobsolete.

 Overcomethefearoffailurebystartingtoinvestmoneyearlyand
usingthepowerofcompoundinginyourfavor.

 The wealthyinvestin demolishing limiting beliefs and building
beliefsthatleadthem tosuccess.

 Buildanenvironmentofrelationshipsaroundyouthatpushesyou
towardsfinancialsuccess.

 Ourpurposeprovidesakeytounlockingthewealthinus.Knowyour
purpose;thepassioninitwilldriveyouthroughhardtimes.

 Wealthismeanttobringsolutionsandthebettermentofsociety.



CHAPTER7

CONTROLYOUR 
APPETITE

“TheenemyofGod,Satan,cameintotakeadvantageofhumanneeds(forfood,
protectionandpleasure)toorganizeasystem inordertosystematizepeople.” 
BasicPrinciplesoftheExperienceofLifebyWitnessLee

Inapreviouschapterwesaw thattheworldsystem takesadvantageofyour
legitimatehumanneedstocontrolyou.Thequotationabovefrom WitnessLee,one
oftheChristianleadersofthespreadofChristianityinChinaintheearly1900s,
showsthistacticofSatan.Satanusesbasichumanneedsandcorruptshuman
desireintolust.Forexample,youneedtowearclothes;it’sabasichumanneed.You
seeanadvertisementforluxuryclothestellingyouto “rewardyourself,successful



peopleonlyweartheverybest”,whichhappenstobethebrandtheyareadvertising.
Youarethenenticedtospendthousandsofdollarsonclothingyetyoucangetgood
clothesforjusthundredsofdollars.Tobeabletooutsmartthispush,youhaveto
putyourdesiresincheck,tocontrolyouregosotospeak.Onceyouunderstandwho
youareandwhatyouaretryingtoachieve,youcanforegosomecomfortsand
reduceyourexpensestoincreaseyoursavings.

CHECKYOURSELF

TheBible28teachesthatallthatisintheworldthatisthelustoftheflesh,thelust
oftheeyesandtheprideoflifearenotfrom Godbutfrom theworld.Hereinisthe
tricktheworldsystem uses.Whateverisinsideyouiswhatisusedtocontrolyou!

Buteverymanistempted,whenheisdrawnawayofhisownlust,andenticedÚ

Thenwhenlusthasconceived,itbringsforthsinÝandsin,whenitisfinished,

bringsforthdeathÚ

(James1Ý14ò15â

Weareadvisednottolovetheworld.The‘world’heresignifiesthesystem ofrule
andtheperspectiveandwayofthinkingthatisinplaceintheworld.Allitcomprises
ofisprideandlust.

Whatarethesethreethingsthataresaidtobeoftheworld?Thelustoftheflesh,
thelustoftheeyesandtheprideoflife.Lustisactuallyaperverteddesire.Itisnot
limited only to perverse sexualdesire.Yourown legitimate desires become
corruptedandareturnedintodepravities.Whenyouseeksatisfactioninthingsfor
whatonlyGodcansatisfy,thenthispervasionhappens.

THELUSTOFTHEFLESH

Thelustofthefleshreferstothatwhichpampersyourdesires,indulgencesthat
sooththecorruptedpartofyourbodyorsoul;thatistheflesh.Apersonconcerned
withdoingonlythatwhichpleasestheirbodyandtitillatestheirmindsisdrivenby
thelustoftheflesh.Obesityisagrowingproblem inthepopulationsofsome
developed countries.Partofwhatdrivesitisthedesireto keep experiencing
pleasurefrom food.Somuchsothatevenwhenoneisnothungrytheystilleat
becausetheyareseekingthesatisfactionfrom eating,thepleasurethatcomesfrom
eatinggoodfood.Alotofwomenaroundtheworldconfesstoeatingfoodsnot
becausetheyarehungrybutforcomfort.Theyareseekingthepleasurefrom the
food to comfortthem.Theymaybestressed out,depressed,sad,grieving or
discontentwithlifeandsotheyeattotrytofindthatsatisfactioninfood.Thesame
happensmostlytowomenwhenitcomestoshopping.Thethrillofbuyingwhether
clothesorshoesorbagsexcitesthebodyandtheemotionsprovidinga ‘high’.
Shopaholicswillconfesschasingthishighoverandoveragainuntiltheybecome
addictedtoshopping.Apersonmaybeseekingsatisfactionoutofdeepemptiness



ordeephunger,whichinitselfisnottheproblem.Theproblem comeswhenone
triestofindsatisfactioninfoodorinshoppingforaspiritualhunger.

Youcannotsatisfyspiritualhungerwithmaterialthings,spiritualhungercanonly
besatisfiedbyGod.ThatiswhattheSamaritanwomandiscovered.Shehadbeen
trying to satisfyherhungerthrough men and even though she had had five
husbandsandtheoneshewaslivingwithwasn’therhusbandshewasn’tstill
satisfied.Itwas onlywhen she encountered Jesus thatshe found whatshe
hungeredfor.Inthesamewayseekingtosatisfythesehungersbygratifyingthe
demandsofourbodiesorourmindsonlyleadsto addiction.Thenumberof
addictionseventoeverydaythingsintheworldishigh.Addictionstofood,to
sleeping,todrinking,todrugs,toshopping,tosex,totoucharerampant.Evenwhen
wearenotdrivenbyaddictionsalotoftimeswearedrivenbythislust.Whenbuying
shoesforexample,youmightbedrivennotbytheneedtoprotectyourfeetbutby
thethrillofbuyingnew shoes.Thereisathrillthatcomeswithhavingsomething
new.The advertising and product marketing feeds into this because they
understandthisisamorepowerfuldrivethatisstrongerthaneventheneed.Youare
constantlybeingproddedtopleaseyourself.Treatyourselfwell,feelthehigh,delight
yourself,pursuethethrill,rewardyourselfandsoon.Successismarketedtousas
beingabletogetwhateverwecouldpossiblywant!

THELUSTOFTHEEYES

Thelustoftheeyesreferstothedesiretogratifythesight.Theluxuryclothes,the
sparklingjewels,thebeautifulhandcraftedfurniture,privatejetsandexoticvacation
spots,theseappealtoyoureyes.Eve,temptedbySatan,sawthatthefruithewas
givingherwasgoodforfoodandwaspleasanttotheeyes,andsosheateitand
manfellintosin.Satanappealedtoherusinghereyes.Becauseofthefallennature
inyou,yourbodyandyourmindseekthingsthatpleasethesight,thingsthathave
noeternalvalue,frivolitiesandvanitiesoftheworld.Itdoesn’tmeanthatweshould
notappreciatebeautifulthingsandevenwantthem;weshouldnotbedrivenbywhat
weseebutbytheSpiritofGod.Whenwearedrivenbywhatwesee,weendup
seekingthethingsweseetosatisfyus,hopingmaterialthingssatisfywhereonly
Godcansatisfy.

Haveyounoticedthatadvertsthatselleventhemostbasicthingslikebathing
soap,haveapictureofa‘beautiful’woman?Whatdoesawomanhavetodowith
soap?Advertisersareenticingyouwithyourowneyes;theyknowyouwillassociate
thesoapwitheitherhavingthebeautifulwomanorbeinglikethebeautifulwoman.
Youwillnoticeasyoushopinthesupermarketthatcertainthingsareputinthefront
whereyouqueueuptopayforyourshopping.Chocolate,candy,mintsthingsthat
appealtoyoureyesareputtheretotemptyouintoimpulsebuying.

THEPRIDEOFLIFE

Theprideoflifeisalsooftheworld.Pridereferstoanunreasonableconceitof
one’sownsuperiorityintalents,beauty,wealth,accomplishments,rankorelevation
inoffice.Itmanifestsitselfinloftyairs,distance,reserve,andoftenincontemptof



others29.Itisoftendescribedinsuchtermsastoprideone’sself,toindulgepride;
to take pride;to value one’s self;to gratify self-esteem.The world values
achievement,accomplishmentsandstatus.Peoplepridethemselvesintheirwealth,
dressorstatus.Theypridethemselvesintheirachievements.Yetweallwanttobe
applauded,tobeacceptedandtobevaluedhighly.Evenpoorpeopleareconstantly
seekingidentityandstatus.Theprideoflifeisthecorruptionofthesedesires.
Whereweseektobeapplauded,tobeacceptedandtobevaluedbymenfarmuch
morethanweseektobeapplauded,acceptedandvaluedhighlybyGod,theprideof
lifeflourishes.Whenwevaluetheesteem ofmenmuchhigherthantheesteem of
God,wewillthendowhateverittakestogainattentionfrom people,topleaseand
beacceptedbypeople.Thesocietalpressureandpeerpressurewillconstantlydrive
us.Wewillliveinareasthathaveacertainstatus,drivecarsthatareadmiredby
peopleandspendmoneyonthingsthatgiveusstatusandadmiration.Evenwhen
wedonothavethemoneytobuythesethingswewilldriveourselveshard,working
toacquirethemoneyforsuchthings.WewillnotbeabletodowhatGodwants
becauseweareconsciousofmenandwhattheythinkofus.

Unlesswearedeliveredfrom thesethreeproblems,wewillkeepstrugglingwith
howwespendmoney.Wemayhavegoodintentionsandwillembracetheteachings
inthisbookwithgladnessandjoy,butthesethingswillpullusbackevenwhenwe
begintoimplementthetaughtprinciples.Theselustswilldriveyouandcombined
withtheloveofmoney,youwillspendyourlifeseekingtosatisfytheselustsandthe
pursuitofmoney.Wemustuprootthesecorrupteddesiresinusfirst.Thatiswhat
Paultaught,thatweshouldnolongerbeastheworldisbutshouldbechangedbya
complete180degreesturnofourthinkingtomirrorhow Godthinksandthenwe
coulddoasGodwants30.WecanbefreedinourmindstopursuethewillofGodfor
ourlives.Again,itallstartswithre-educatingourmindsandbeingledbytheHoly
Spirit.IfIteachyouhow tobefinanciallysuccessfulbutnothow toavoidbeing
controlledbymoney;youwillnotfulfillthepurposeofGodandliveforGod.Money
willruinyou.Itisimportanttodealwithyourselfsothatyouarenolongercontrolled
bylustsandpride;thetoolstheworldsystem uses.

ASJESUSCHRISTWASONTHEEARTHSOAREWE

Lookathow Jesusdealtwiththesethings.TheHolySpiritledJesusbeforethe
beginningofHispublicministrytoadeserttobetempted31.Jesuswastemptedin
thesethreeareas;thelustoftheflesh,theprideoflifeandthelustoftheeyes.He
wastemptedtomeethisneedforfoodfirst,tosatisfyhisflesh;thelustoftheflesh.
Hehadalegitimatedesireforfood.Hehadnoteatenanythinginweeks!His
responsewas,youarenottolivetosatisfyyourbodyalone,butforsomething
higher,you are to fulfillthe commandsofGod and the direction ofGod.To
overcomethelustoftheflesh,youmustbedrivenbytheSpiritofGod.Youmustlive
fortheKingdom ofGodandHisagenda.Allyourenergiesandyourmoneymustbe
directedtowardsHisKingdom.Ifyouareseekingtosetyourselffreefrom theworld
system,itissothatyoucanuseyourtimetoadvancetheKingdom ofGodinyour



sphereofinfluence.

“ThisIsaythen,WalkintheSpirit,andyoushallnotfulfillthelustoftheflesh”

(Galatians5Ý16â

HisdesirewastodothewillofGodmorethanitwasforanypleasuretheworld
couldgiveHim.

InJohn4:34Jesussaiduntothem:

“Mymeatistodothewillofhimthatsentme,andtofinishhiswork”.

ThesecondtemptationforJesuswastosatisfytheprideoflife.Thetemptation
wasforhim toshowanddisplaythatindeedHewasthesonofGod.IfindeedHe
wastheSonofGod,thedevilpushedHim toproveit.Goddoesnotneedtoprove
whoHeis;HealreadyknowswhoHeis.Theworldoffersusthesametemptation.
Whenyouhaveagoodsalary,youneedtoshowthatindeedyouarethemanagerof
thatcompanyortheCEOofabigcompany,bylivinginacertainneighborhoodor
drivingaparticularbrandofcarorjoininganexclusiveclub.Youneedtoknowwho
youare,whatGodhasmadeyoutobeandyouwillnotneedtoproveyourselfto
men.Youwillnotseekaffirmationfrom men.ThemoreyouknowGod,themoreHe
revealstoyouwhoyouareandthelessyouneedtoproveanythingtomen.

Thefinaltemptationwastogiveintothelustoftheeyes.SatanshowedJesus
whathecouldgivehim,thesplendorandthegloryofkingdoms.AllHehadtodo
wasvaluethatsplendorandthegloryofthesethingsaboveGod.Wetoofacethe
sametemptation,moneycanprovideagloriouslifestyle,andwecanhavebeautiful
carsthatourincomescanbuy.Butwemustresistpursuingthosethingsasour
primarygoal.Ifwedonot,wecannotdenyourselvestodaysothatwecanbuildthe
futurewewant.Wemustnothavethoseattractivethingsnow.Whenweseekfirst
thekingdom ofGodandHisrighteousnessalltheseotherthingswillbeaddedtoo32.
JesussoughtGod’sKingdom first,HevaluedGodmorehighlyandGodexaltedHim
aboveallthosekingdomsandgaveHim anameaboveeveryothername.

WISDOMFORSELFòCONTROL

InvolveGodinyourplans.MostChristianssomehowbelievethatoncetheyhave
giventheirtithesandofferings,Godhasnomoresayinwhattheydowiththerestof
themoney.WhenyoumakeJesusChristyourLord,youagreetohaveHim direct
yourentirelife,includingyourfinances.Asyoucomeupwithyourbudget,your
shoppinglists,letGoddirectyousothatyoucanlearntobeledbytheSpiritofGod
andnotyourdesires.Theselustsandprideoflife,warwithourspiritsandtheSpirit
ofGodanditisonlythroughrenewingyourmindandobeyingtheleadingofGodthat
youbegintoovercomethem.Thismeansthatwenolongerliveaccordingtothe
lusts,butaccordingtothewillofGod.Webecomedrivennotbywantingtohave
moneyandthethingsthatmoneyaffordsusbuttoliveforthecallingandpurpose



ofGodforourlives.

BUILDAPRISON 
AROUNDYOURLIFE

Buildaprisonaroundyourlifethatmakesiteasiertoliveaccordingtoyourcalling
andnotaccordingtothedictatesofmoney.Ladies,ifyoufindyourselvesstruggling
constantlywithbuyingclothes,shoesandbagsthatyoudonotneed,avoidgoing
intoshoppingmallsandplacesthatprovidesuchtemptations.Findactivitiesinline
withyourcallingthattakeawayyourattentionandneedforsuchthings.Ifyouarea
cook,volunteersomeofyourtimeto teachothersthebasicsofcooking,for
example.Planyouractivitiessothatyoudonothaveidletime,developyourselfin
yourcallingandspendmoretimewithGodinprayerandinHiswordtostrengthen
yourself.

Controlyourego;beginbyrefusingtocareaboutwhatothersthinkofyou.Ifyou
findyourselftemptedtobuythingssoastoimpressothers,stop.Overcomeyour
owndesiretobehonoredorapplauded.Liveasthoughyoudonothavethethings
youhave.Don’tdrivearoundtheneighborhoodsothateveryonecanseeyournew
car.Leaveyourcarathomesometimes,andtakepublictransport,itshowsyour
identityisnotinthecar.Stopcaringaboutwhatothersthinkofyou.75%ofpeople
onlythinkaboutthemselves,theydonotcaretothinkaboutyou.Thefamous
designerCocoChanelwasquotedonceassaying “Idon’tcarewhatyouthinkabout
me,Idon’tthinkaboutyouatall.”

Ifyoudon’tadoptthisattitudethenitwillbedifficultforyoutodowngradeyourlife
forfearofwhatpeoplewillthinkofyou.Letthem thinkyouarebrokebecauseyou
soldyourcar,orbecauseyoumovedyourchildrenoutoftheexclusiveprivate
school,it’sonlyyouwhoknowswhatyouaredoingandit’syouandyourfamilythat
willbenefitinthefuture.Don’tbuildyourlifebasedonpeople’sopinions.Ifyouare
tryingtoimpresspeople,it’seasyforthem totakeadvantageofyou.Youendup
lendingmoneytopeople,becauseyouwantthem tolikeyouandattheendthey
don’tpayyouback.Theywillstillenduphatingyouorenvyingyouforwhatever
reasonevenifyouspendallyourmoneyonthem.FocusonimpressingGod!

Controlyourdesiresespeciallywhenitcomestobuyingthingsforyourchildren.
Ensureyourchildrenlearntovalueyouforyou,notwhattheycangetfrom you.
Teach yourchildren to value the intangibles;love,companionship,fellowship,
kindness,relationshipsandthelike.

Donotbetooquicktospendmoney.Taketimeasyoubudgettoevaluatewhyyou
wantwhatyouarebuying.Makeithardforyourselftospendmoneyquickly.Youcan
limithowmuchmoneyyoucarryoreliminatecarryingmoneyatall.Ihaveformeda
habitofnotcarryinganymoneywithme.Youmaywanttocarryonlywhatyouhave
budgetedtospendonthatdayforessentials,suchastransportation.Alsoavoid
carryingdebitcardsandcreditcardsthatprovideyoueasyaccesstomoney.Inthe
endyouhavetolearntodenyyourself,besoberaboutyourreasonsforwantingthe
thingsyoudesireandonlybuywhatyouneed.Trainyourselftolivethisway,notonly
asawaytoreduceyourspendingbutasawaytodenytheselustfuldesiresand



pride.

MONEYDOESNOTDETERMINEYOURWORTH

Itisnotmoneythatshoulddetermineyourvalue,yourstatus,yourworth,your
emotionsandyourdesires.YouarewhoGodsaysyouare.Youarenotinferiorto
someoneelsebecauseyouarepoorneitherareyoubetterthaneverybodyelsejust
becauseyouhavemoney.GodmadeyouinHisimageandlikeness.Hehasput
himselfinyouanddesirestoexpresswhoHeisthroughyou,throughyourgiftsand
talents.Tohim whoispoor,watchoutthatyouarenottryingtoberichtobecome
somebody.Tohim whoisrich,watchoutthatyourpossessionsdonotpossessyou.
Makesureyoucanlivewithoutthem andarenotlivinginfearoflosingitall.Jesus’
philosophywasthatoneshouldbehaveasthoughhedoesn’thave.Howdoyoudo
this?Think,ifyoudidn’thaveyourmaterialpossessions,withoutyourspouse,
withoutyourchildren,wouldyoustillbecontent?

Let’slookatsomeofthepeople’slivesinpreviousexamples.Rajisquitecontent
withhiscomfortablelifestyle.Ifweexaminehismotiveswemightbeabletosee
thatperhapsthereasonheisunwillingtochangehislifestyletoacquiremore
investmentsisbecausemoneydefineshim.Hiscurrentlifepresentshim inagood
imagetohispeersandheisnotwillingtolosethat.Theteacherwhosewifewas
sellingsnacksathisworkplacehadtoendureridiculefrom hiscolleagueswho
thoughthiswifeisdoingamenialjobnotfitforthewifeofateacher.Buthe
choosestoignorehiscolleagues.Martinontheotherhandaccumulated$50,000in
consumerdebtbuyingthingshecouldn’taffordbecausehewantedthem.Hebought
new furnitureforhishousebecausehefeltitwasaneedatthetime.Now after
lookingbackherealizesheshouldonlyhaveboughtsuchthingsafterinvestinghis
moneyandgeneratingincomefrom it.Eventhoughhishomemayneedsome
upgradesnow,hecanwaituntilhisinvestmentsprovidehim anincomebefore
makingsuchpurchases.SometimesthoughlikeThomasorJuliaonedoesnot
realizethatthedecisionstheymakeunconsciouslyleadthem tothefinancialcrisis
theyfindthemselvesin.Havingahighconsumerlifestyleoutofpressurefrom
societywithoutmuchconsciousthoughtiswhatledthem tothesituationsthey
foundthemselves.Ithadtotakeunpleasantsituationsforthem towakeupfrom
suchpassivityandtakeactiontobuildtheirfutures.Doesithavetotakesicknessor
financialcrisistowakeyouuptotakeactiontobuildasecuredfinancialfuture?No
itdoesnot.Pleasedonotwaitforsuchtragicsituationstohappenbeforeyoucould
starttopayyourself.Inthenextchapterwelookathowyoucanbuildyourfutureby
bringingtorealitythedreamsinyourheart.

SELFCONTROL 

ACTIONPLAN

1.SpendtimewithGodandHisworddailytorenewyourmind,change
yourthinkingtobeconformedtoHis.IfwearetrulyrichinGod,wewill



notbeusinghousesandcarstodefineourselves.

2.Take time before spending moneyto determine yourmotive for
buyingwhatyouwanttobuy.Examineyourinnerthoughtsregularly.You
willbesurprisedhow muchlustandprideisthemotivebehindyour
expenditure.

3.Limityouraccesstomoneyandplanyourspendingsothatyouavoid
impulsebuying.

4.Denyyourself.Donotbuyeverythingthatpleasesyou.Buyonlywhat
youneed.

5.Controlyourego.Embracehumility.Changeyourlifestyletoreduce
yourspendingevenwhenithurtsyourpublicimage.Thedesiretolivebig
toimpresspeoplealreadyputsyouincaptivityofmoney.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 A personmaybeseekingsatisfactionoutofdeepemptinessor
deephunger,whichinitselfisnottheproblem.Theproblem comes
whenonetriestofindsatisfactioninfoodorinshoppingforaspiritual
hunger.

 Successismarketedtousasbeingabletogetwhateverwecould
possiblywant!

 Becauseofthefallennatureinyou,yourbodyandyourmindseek
thingsthatpleasethesight,thingsthathavenoeternalvalue,frivolities
andvanitiesoftheworld.

 Theprideoflifeisthecorruptionofthesedesires.

 Ifyouareseekingtosetyourselffreefrom theworldsystem,itisso
thatyoucanuseyourtimetoadvancetheKingdom ofGodinyour
sphereofinfluence.

 Youneedtoknowwhoyouare,whatGodhasmadeyoutobeand
youwillnotneedtoproveyourselftomen.Youwillnotseekaffirmation
from men.

 Thelustsandprideoflife,warwithourspiritsandtheSpiritofGod
anditisonlythroughrenewingyourmindandobeyingtheleadingof
Godthatyoucouldovercomethem.

 Youenduplendingmoneytopeoplebecauseyouwantthem tolike
youandtheyendupnotpayingyouback.

 Avoidcarryingdebitcardsandcreditcardsthatprovideyoueasy
accesstomoney.

 Tohim whoispoor,watchoutthatyouarenottryingtoberichto
become somebody.To him who is rich,watch out that your
possessionsdonotpossessyou.



CHAPTER8

BUILDYOURFUTURE

‘Thefuturebelongstothosewhobelieveinthebeautyoftheirdreams.’Eleanor
Roosevelt.EleanorRooseveltisaformerfirstladyoftheUnitedStates.Shewas
marriedtotheAmericanpresidentFranklinRooseveltwhowaspresidentduring
the1920sand1930s,duringaperiodofgreatfinancialdifficulties.Shelaysan
importantpoint.Yourfutureliesinyourdreams.Youhavetodiscoverhow to
makethesedreamsareality.Haveyouuncoveredyourdreams?Areyoupursuing
them?

In1995JackMa,aformerEnglishteacher,visitedtheUnitedStatesforthefirst
time.Outofthatvisit,hediscoveredtheinternetandrealizedthathiscountry, China,
wasnotwellrepresentedontheinternet.WhenhesearchedthewordChinainthe



computerthesearchcameupwithnoinformationonChina.Herealizedthroughthe
internet,alotofcompaniesfrom hishomecouldselltheirproductsalloverthe
world.From thatpointonJackMadedicatedhistimetoachievingthatgoaldespite
failuresandsetbacks.Thefirstcompanyhefoundedfailedandhehadtotakeupa
jobwiththeChinesegovernment.HeeventuallyfoundedAlibabain1999.Heraised
$60,000from 17ofhisfriendsandcolleaguesandsetouttobuildacompanythat
couldcompetewithanyothercompanyintheworld,includingthemarketleadersin
theUnitedStates.Forthreeyearsthecompanydidnotmakeanyrevenues,instead
fundingitsexpensesfrom investormoneyraised.Aseriesofmistakesalmostthrew
them outofbusiness,atonepointtheywerespending$2milliondollarsamonth
andonlyhad$10millionintheiraccountsgivingthem only5monthstosurvive.
Jackandhisteam restructuredthebusinessincreasingmembershipontheonline
platform andturningaprofitof$10million.Oncetheyfoundawaytomakemoney,
thecompanycontinuedtoexpandandgrow despitechallengesandcompetition
from EBayinChina.InSeptember2014Alibabasoldsomeofitssharestothepublic
throughanInitialPublicOffering(IPO)intheNewYorkSecuritiesExchange;NYSE
asthelargesteverlistingofanycompany.InfactitwasthelargestIPOintheworld
historyraising$21.8billion.Alibabawasvaluedatover$100billiondollarsandJack
Ma’spersonalfortunehadjumpedtoalmost$20billiondollars.Hehadmovedfrom
beinganEnglishteacherintheearly1990searninglessthan200$amonthtooneof
thewealthiestmenintheworld!34

HOWTOSTARTBUILDINGYOURFUTURE

Bynowdearreader,from ourpreviouschaptersIhopeyourealizethattheultimate
objectiveofsecuringyourfinancialfutureistobeabletofocusonbuildingyour
futurelife.Weallhavegreatnessinus.Thedifferencebetweenthosewhounlockit
andthosewhodon’tistime.Ifyouspendallyourtimetofulfillyourbasicneedsand
vanitiesofthisworld,youwillneverunlockyourgreatness.Onceyouarefreefrom
thebondageofsalary,organizeallyourtimetowardsdiscoveryandfulfillmentof
yourpurposehereonearth.Yourpurposeshouldadvancethekingdom ofGodand
His righteousness in a particulararea.Malcolm Gladwellin his book, Outliers,
discussescasestudiesofgreatandrespectedmeninourday.Heproposeswhatis
nowknownasthe10,000-HourRule.Therulestatesthat10,000hoursofdeliberate
practiceareneededtoachievemasteryinanyfield.Examplesofthelivesofmen
with such greataccomplishmentssuch asBillGates,golferTigerWoodsand
celebratedmusicianssuchastheBeatlesshow thattheyinvestedalotoftime
workingontheircraftfrom anearlyagebeforetheybecameexperts.Foryouto
becomegreatinyourareaofcall,youwillneedtoinvesttime.Ifallyourtimeis
takenupbyajobthatisnotleadingyoutowardsyourcall,howwillyoueverunlock
yourgreatness?Youmustlearntopayyourselfandbuildasecuredfinancialfuture
sothatyoucanfreeupyourtimetoactualizeyourgreatness.

AVERAGEPEOPLE,EXTRAORDINARYRESULTS



Allthroughoutthebookwehavelookedatwhyweneedtopayourselves.Wehave
lookedatsettingupfinancialplansthatareinlinewithyourcallingtoenableyouto
workforyourcallingnotformoney.Howthendoyoubuildyourfuture?Let’slookat
someexamples.

HelenajoinedGod’sEmbassyChurcheighteenyearsago.Shewas17yearsold
andfreshlyoutofschool.Thesituationinthecountryatthetimewasquitedifficult.
TheSovietUnionhadcollapsedandtheeconomywasbad.Sovietcultureatthetime,
taughtcommunism,thateveryoneshouldbethesame.Peoplewereverypassive
abouttheirlives.ShetooksomeofthelessonsIwasteachinginchurchand
determinedtobethebeststudentatheruniversity.Shestudiedhardandmade
sacrificestostudywhileherclassmateswereouthavingfun.Sheknewinhermind
shewasdoingallthistopromotetheKingdom ofGod.Afterherundergraduate
study,sheproceededtodohermastersandwasvotedthebestpostgraduate
student.Thisopenedupopportunitiesascivilsocietyleader.Whenshewentbackto
doherPHDinscience,shegotanopportunitytoworkwithsomeofthebestminds
inhercountryinscienceandinnovation.Shededicatedherselftobuildingherdream
andtodaysheisascientistinfluencingherfieldforGod.

Doyouknowwhathappenedtotheteacher’swifeinthepreviousexampleIhad
given?.Astheteacherrealizedthathiswifecouldmultiplytheirsavings,hekept
investinginherbusinessandshekeptgrowingituntileventuallyovertwoyearsshe
setupherownrestaurantemploying20peopleandgeneratingincomeofover
$5,000amonthinacountrywheretheaverageincomeisbelow$300.Theteacher
wasabletoquithisjobandtogetherwithhiswife,theyarenow workingtowards
settingupfranchisesacrosstheircity.

StriveMasiyiwaisthefounder,chairmanandCEOofEconetWirelessHoldings,an
internationaltelecommunicationsgroupbasedinSouthAfricawithoperationsin
threecontinents.Bornin1961intotheBritishColonyofRhodesia,nowZimbabwe,
hisfamilyfledthecountrytosettleintotheneighboringZambia,whenthecolonial
governmentbegantofallapart.Hismotherwasanentrepreneurandhisfathera
mineworkerwho laterjoined thefamilybusiness.Masiyiwa grew up learning
entrepreneurshipfrom anearlyagebyobservinghisparents.Byage12,hisparents
senthim toschoolinScotland.HewentontoearnadegreeinElectricaland
ElectronicEngineeringfrom theUniversityofWales.OncebackinZimbabwe,he
workedwiththegovernmentrisingtothepositionofprincipalengineerbutleftwhen
hebecamefrustratedwiththegovernmentbureaucracytostarthisownbusinessin
electricalcontracting.

“Ittookmeaboutfiveyearstobuildmyfirstbusiness.Itwasnotunusualforme
tospend48hoursatthebusinessnon-stop.”35

Intheearly1990sherecognizedapotentialbusinessopportunity.Sub-Saharan
Africahad2landlinetelephonesforevery100peopleatthetime.Hehadasolution
tothisproblem,mobilephones.Hesoldhiscompanyanddecidedtopursuethis
opportunity.Despitegreatoppositionhesucceededinstartingacellphonenetwork
inBotswanaandeventuallyinZimbabwe.Hiscompany,EconetWirelessHoldings



valuedatover$750Million,wentontosetupinover15countriesincludingother
Africancountries,theUnitedKingdom andNewZealand.Masiyiwahasexpandedto
otherbusinesses and uses his platform to advance education and economic
developmentacrossAfrica.He attributeshissuccesspartlyto the studyand
practiceofhiscraft.OnceinaninterviewwithCNNi hewasasked,

“DoyoureadtheBibleforanhoureveryday?Isthatcorrect?I’vereadthat.”

Masiyiwa’sresponsewas:

“Oh,that’swhenI’m busy.Icanreaditforfourorfivehoursontheweekend.”

Heoncespenttwoyearsstudyingbankinginordertoaskforasmallbusiness
loan.Helearntthelanguageofthegolfcourseandofthebalancesheetbecause,

“Inthemoneygame,thereisawayoftalkingthatwillhavebankersandinvestors
interestedinwhatyouwanttodo,andthereisawaytotalkwhichmakesthem
shunandrunawayfrom you,andithasnothingtodowithwhereyoucome
from.”36

FREEYOURTIMETOUNLOCKGREATNESS

Ifyoupayyourself,yousetyourselffreefrom theworldsystem andyoucannow
startinvestinginyourfuture.Thiswillenableyoutodedicateyourtimetounlocking
yourowngreatnessasyourmoneyworksforyou.Beingfrugaldoesnotmeanthat
youwillnothavethestandardoflifethatyoudesire.Itdoesnotmeanthatyouwill
notownluxurioushomes,yachtsorjetsifyousodesire.Itmeansyouplanoutthese
thingsintoyourfutureastheSpiritofGodleadsyou.Sinceyouhavedeferred
comforttothefuture,youcanbuildyourselfasyourinvestmentsworkforyou.You
haveanopportunitytosucceedinwealthcreation,bybuildingthefutureyousee,
andthenyoucanhaveaccesstothesethings.

NapoleonHill,inhisfamousbook, ThinkandGrowRich,tellsthestoryofamanby
thenameEdwinBarnes.EdwinBarneshadaburningdesiretobecomeabusiness
associateofThomasEdison,buthewaspooranddisadvantaged.Hesetabout
findingawaytogotothestatewhereEdisonwaslocatedtomeetwithhim.When
he methim,he introduced himselfand stated hisdesire to become Thomas
Edison’s’partner.Eventhoughhewasnotimpressivephysically,EdisongaveEdwin
Barnesthechancetoworkforhim.MonthswentbyandBarnescontinuedtowork
forEdison,notinabusinesspartnership,workingforEdison.Butinthosemonths,
Barnes continued to build himselfin the desire to become Edison’s partner.
EventuallyanopportunitycametoselloneofEdison’smachinesandBarnesso
excelledatsellingthismachinethatEdisonmadehim abusinesspartner.Edwin
Barneseventuallybecamerichfrom thispartnership.

Scientist,GeorgeWashington Carverisrenowned forhaving overa hundred
differentinventions.Heisthefatherofover100usesforthepeanut.Onetime,
GeorgeWashingtonCarverspentover5daysstraightonhisworklockedupinhis



office,noteating,justtakingdrinks,whileworkingonhisinvention.Allhisworkers
gotworriedabouthim andbythefifthday,theybrokedownhisdoor.Startled,he
turnedaroundandaskedthem whattheproblem was.Hesaid,hehadjustcomein
thatsamemorningandwasdoinghiswork.Theworkersinformedasurprised
Carverthathehadbeeninhisofficeforfivedays!Thatiswhyhewasoneofthe
greatestinventorsinhistory.Hecombinedhispassion,focus,energyandtimeand
dedicatedittohiscalling.

BECOMEGREAT

Whatdoallthesepeoplehaveincommon?Theydedicatedtheirtimeandenergy
toachievingtheirvisions.Ifyouaregoingtofulfillyourpurposeandbecomegreatin
yourareaofcalling,youwillhavetodedicateyourtimeandenergytoachievethese
things.Youcanusetimetobecomeanythinginyourhearttobecome.Youarenot
goingtobecomegreattrappedintheworldsystem earningasalary,doingajobyou
donotenjoy.Payingyourselfisyourticketout!Andonceyouhavefreedyourself,
youmustdedicateyourtimepersistentlytowardsspendingeverysecond,every
minutetofulfillingyourcalling.Ifyourtimecurrentlyismortgagedforasalary,you
onlyhaveverylittletimewithinadaytowardsworkingonyourself.Youremployer
certainlywillnotpayyoutodothingsthatarenotaddingtohisbottom line,heowns
yourtime.

Ifyouconsistentlydisciplineyourselftopayingyourselfeverymonthandthenyou
multiplythismoney,youshouldbeabletobefreefrom dependingonasalaryin3to
5 years.Then from thatpointon you can dedicate yourtime fully without
interruptionstobuildingyourGod-givendreams.Becauseyourmoneyisworkingfor
you,youwillhavethefocuslikeStriveMasiyiwa,GeorgeWashingtonCarverand
JackMato perseveredifficulties,failuresand otherchallengesto bring these
dreamsintoareality.

Youcanunlockgreatwealthwhenyoudedicateyourtimeinyourareaofpassion
andcalling.Theprinciplesofwealthcreationworkbestwhenyoufocusontheareas
youarepassionateaboutbecauseitisnotaburdentospendtimeresearchingand
comingupwithgoodsandservicestooffertheworld.Youfindjoyandfulfillmentin
doingwhatyouarepassionateabout.Thatiswhyyouneedtobefree.Yourhopefor
yourfutureisinyourpassions,inyourcalling.Whenyouworkinyourareaofcalling
youareaseffectiveasalaserbeam oflight.Becauseoftheconcentratedenergy,
theresultsyougetarefarmuchgreaterthanyougetdoingjustanywork.Your
productivityinanhourgoesupandthishasadirectimpactonyournetworth.

Natalie,anothermemberofournetworkofchurchesinUkraine,joinedthechurch
in herearlytwenties.Shehad gotten married atage18.Herhusband wasa
businessmanandshefocusedonhelpinghim andraisingheryoungfamily.When
thehusband becamesuccessfulin businesshebecameunfaithfulto herand
eventuallylefther.Atherlowest,shedidnotseethevalueoflifeandshehadtobe
supportedtofeedherchildrenbythechurch.Aftergoingthroughmytrainings,she
begantodiscoverherself,herownself-worthandherpurpose.Herpurposewas



connectedwithwomenandoutofherownexperienceshebegantohelpwomen
throughwomenclubstodiscoverthemselvesandtheirinherentworthandcalling.
Sheturnedthisintoabusinessconductingtrainingforwomenandshesaw her
businessgrow.Sheinvestedindevelopingherself,studying4to5booksamonth
andbeingpartofmytrainingssomelastingaslongas18hoursaday.From what
shelearnt,shewentoutandpartneredwithafellowchurchmemberandstartedto
offerbusinesscoachingtoentrepreneurs.Theywouldholdseminarsandbusiness
lunchestotrainbusinessmenandwomenonhowtostartbusinessesandhowtobe
competitiveinthebusinessworld.Shewasalsousingboththewomenclubsand
businesslunchestointroducetheKingdom ofGodtoherclients.Shebeganto
mentoranddisciplethem throughonlineplatforms.Togetherwithherbusiness
partner,theywouldprayfortheentrepreneursovertheirproblems,leadmanyto
salvation,teachthem topray,andleadthem tobaptism oftheHolySpirit.Her
businesshasgrownandstillsheisconstantlythinkingofhowtousethebusinessto
spreadtheKingdom ofGod.Shehasrealizednomatterhow muchmoneypeople
havetheyarestillinneedofChrist.Becauseofherownsuccess,sheisboldtotake
thegospelofthekingdom towealthybusinessmeninhercity.

EXCELLENCE,AKEY 
TOGREATNESS

Thehigherthequalityofgoodsandservicesyouproduce,themoreyouare
rewardedforyourlabor.Unfortunatelymanypeopleintheworldspendsomuch
timehatingwhattheydothattheybecomemediocreattheirwork.Mondaymorning
istheworstdayoftheweekforalotofpeople.Theywakeuptogotojobstheydo
notenjoyandmanysufferfrom the Mondayblues.Ontheotherhand,Fridayisthe
daytheyaremostthankfultoGodfor.Theyaregladtheyaregoingintotheweekend
anddonothavetowork.Withsuchanattitudeyoucanneverproducequalityresults.
You can nevertrulyexceluntilyou produce high qualitywork.Yetforusas
Christiansworkishow wecreatejustlikeGoddid.InIsaiah65:22,Godpromises
thathiselectshalllongenjoytheworkoftheirhands.Onceyouhavediscovered
yourcallandhavefreedyourselffrom theworldsystem,useyourpassiontoensure
youproducequalitywork.Thisisyoursecrettorising.Whenyoubecomebetterthan
everyoneelseatwhatyoudothenyoucancommandgreatinfluenceandmoney.
Menwillcomefrom fartosearchforyou.

In1949,ayoungmanbythenameFrankMcCourtarrivedintheUnitedStatesof
AmericainsearchoftheAmericandream.HehadbeenraisedintheslumsofRoden
StreetinLimerickinIreland,wherehismotherdidoddjobstomakeendsmeet.His
fatherhadabandonedthefamilywhenhewas13yearsold.Hehadworkedat
differentmenialjobsandsavedpartofhisincomeforhisbigdream,togoto
America.WhenintheUnitedStates,heservedintheUnitedStatesArmyduringthe
KoreanWar.Whenhewasdischargedfrom thearmy,heusedhisprivilegeasa
veterantoenrollinauniversitycompletinghisBachelorsandthenaMaster’sdegree
in1967.Whileinschool,hestillhadtotakeupoddjobstosupporthimself.Afterhis
studies,hesecuredajobasapublicschoolteacher,teachingEnglishandeventually



creativewritinginvariousschools.Hetaughtforoveraperiodof30years,during
whichtimehediscoveredhiscallingasawriter.Uponhisretirementandonthe
urgingofhisfamily,hewrotehismemoirtitled, Angela’sAshes in1996.Thebook
wasacommercialsuccesssellingover5millioncopiesworldwide,publishedin27
countriesandtranslatedinto17languages.Thebookturnedhim intoamillionaire
almostovernight.FrankMcCourtbecamefamousandgainedcriticalacclaim.He
receivedvariousawards,theNationalBookCriticsCircleawardin1996andoneof
thehighestawardsforawriter,thePulitzerPrizein1997,onhisveryfirstnovel.He
hadspentover30yearsofhislifediscoveringhiscallingasawriterandlearningto
writethatbook.37

LIVEFORYOURPURPOSE

Lessthan20%ofpeoplelivingintheworldtodayarelivingfortheirpurpose.Many
arespendingtheirlivesdepressed,trappedandunabletodowhatisintheirheart.
Thetragedyoftheworldisthatthevastmajorityofitspeoplearenotpursuingtheir
calling.Theyarelivingtosurvive,ekingoutalivingdaybyday.Peopleconcerned
withonlytheirstomachscanonlyproducemediocreproducts.Thedreamsand
hopesofgenerationsliedeadingraveyardsacrossthecontinentsoftheworld.
MuchmoreinAfrica,IsitanywonderwhyAfricaisthepoorestcontinentinthe
world?Ifyousucceedinsettingyourselffreefrom theworldsystem,youarebetter
than80% oftheworld.Ifyougoastepfurtherandutilizeyourtimetobuildyour
future,youwillchangeyourlifeandthelivesofcountlessothersforgenerationsto
come.Becomepartoftheminorityandstepintoyouruniqueness.

Iwillgiveyouanotherexample,thistimeofayounggirlaged21,amemberinone
ofourchurches.At17shewaslivingwithherboyfriendandtheyhadachild
together.AstheycontinuedlivingtogetherAnastasiarealizedthatherboyfriendwas
adrugaddict.Inanefforttohelphim,shesearchedhercityforarehabilitation
centre and the onlyplace she could find help was the church and its drug
rehabilitationprogram.Sheonlycommittedtobeamemberofthechurchsothat
herboyfriendcouldreceivehelptoovercometheaddiction,butasshecontinuedto
attend,shestartedlearningtheprinciplesoflife.Sherealizedshehadapurposeand
auniquecallandthatherworthwasnotdeterminedbyherrelationships.Shemade
thedecisiontostartsupportingherselfandgetoutofhersinfulrelationship.At18,
shesetupbeautycenterswhereshewouldprovidepersonalbeautyservicesand
teachwomentolookaftertheirbodies.Shewouldalsoconducttrainingswhereshe
taughtwomen,youngandold,howtodiscoverthemselvesandtheirvalue.From her
businesssheisabletopayherselfandstillsupportherchild.Asshecontinuedwith
herbusiness,shediscoveredhercallinginthemedia;shewantedtobecomea
televisionnewscaster.Sheusedpartofhersavingsandenrolledintheuniversityto
studyjournalism andsheiscurrentlypursuingaMasters’degreeinjournalism and
media.Shehadgrownupinaculturethatteachesthatthedestinyofawomanwas
marriageandchildrenandthatshecouldonlybesupportedbymen.Thatishowshe
hadendeduplivingwithsomeoneandpregnant.Shewasabletochangeherbeliefs,
overcomelazinessandbuildabusinessthroughdiligence,saveandinvest.Sheis



buildingherownfutureandherson’sfuture.
Asweconcludethischapter,Ihavesummarizedbelowstepstobuildyourfuture.

Spendsometimereadingandthinkingoverthem,thenimplementtheanswers
uniquetoyourlife.Onceyouhavetheanswerstothequestions,thenyoucanmove
ontothenextchapter.Inthefollowingchapter,wewouldlookatwhattodowiththe
moneyyouhavesavedandhowtomakethatmoneyworkforyou,theoptionsfor
generalinvestmentavailable.

CONCRETESTEPSTOBUILDYOURFUTURE

1.Findyourareaofcalling.

2.Whatwillyoudoonceyouhavegottenbackyourtimethatwillmake
youbetter?

3.Howcanyouusetheknowledgeyougaintohelpyoufulfillyourcall?

4.Converteveryminuteofthedayintoaddingvalueinyourareaof
calling.Researchdeeply,studyandacquireasmuchknowledgeinyour
areaofcallingasthereis.Focusyourtimeonyourareaofcallingto
researchandtobuildproductsandservicestooffertotheworld.

5.Ensure you produce good qualitygoods and services and keep
improvingonthequalityofyourproducts.Whateveryourhandsfindtodo,
doitwithallyourheart.

6.Learnhow tocreatedemandforyourgoodorservice.Asyoucome
upwithqualitygoodsandservices,ensurethattheywillmeetneedsin
society,thendedicatetimetolearninghowtocreatedemandforthem.

iCableNewsNetwork,broadcastingoutoftheUnitedStates

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Youmustlearntopayyourselfandbuildasecuredfinancialfuture
sothatyoucanfreeupyourtimetoactualizeyourgreatness.

 Beingfrugaldoesnotmeanthatyouwillnothavethestandardof
lifethatyoudesire.

 Payingyourselfisyourticketout!Andonceyouhavefreedyourself,
you mustdedicate yourtime persistentlytowards spending every
second,everyminutetofulfillingyourcalling.

 Whenyouworkinyourareaofcallingyouareaseffectiveasalaser
beam oflight.Becauseoftheconcentratedenergy,theresultsyouget
arefarmuchgreaterthanyougetdoingjustanywork.

 Thehigherthequalityofgoodsandservicesyouproduce,themore
youarerewardedforyourlabor.

 Ifyousucceedinsettingyourselffreefrom theworldsystem,you
arebetterthan80%oftheworld.Becomepartoftheminorityandstep
intoyouruniqueness.



CHAPTER9

INVESTMENTS

“Investingismostintelligentwhenitismostbusinesslike.”BenjaminGraham,
AuthoroftheIntelligentInvestor.BenjaminGraham issaidtobethefatherof
valueinvesting,astrategyofinvestmentthatoneoftherichestmenintheworld,
WarrenBuffetfollows.Itseekstofindinvestmentopportunitiesthatarebelow
theiractualvalueandtoprofitfrom theseinvestmentopportunitieswhenthey
eventuallycomeintotheirtrueworth.

Whenhewas25yearsoldin1956,WarrenBuffettstartedapartnershipfocused
on investing,BuffetAssociateslimited.Togetherwith sixpartners,familyand
friends,Buffetraised$105,100incapital.Buffetstartedtwomorepartnerships.
BuffetFund Limited forwhich he had raised $120,000 and anotherlimited
partnershipwhichhad$55,000incapital.Withinthefirstyearoftrading,allthree
partnershipshadmademoney.



“in1957thethreepartnershipswhichweformedin1956didsubstantiallybetter
thanthemarket….Allthreeofthe1956partnershipsshowedagainduringthe
yearamountingtoabout6.2%,7.8%and25%onyearend1956networth.”38

WarrenBuffetmanagedanumberofpartnershipsforhisfamilyandfriends.The
partnershipsoutperformedthemarketduringtheearlyyearsandgothim alotof
attention.By1958,hehadfivepartnershipsinoperationwhichreturnedbetween
36.7% and46.2%39.Buffet’sseventhpartnershipcalledGlenoffandconsistingof
$50,000 was established in 1959.Warren Buffetcontributed $100 to each
partnershipandowed9.5% ofthecombinedpartnerships.Overthenext13years,
theinvestmentsthepartnershipsmadegrewatacompoundedannualrateof29%.
In1965,whenBuffettclosedthepartnerships,hiscombinedsharewas$25million.
Itwasthemanagementandactionsintheseyearsthatlaidthefoundationforhim
asthegreatestinvestorofalltime.Innineyearshemultipliedhismoneymanytimes
over.From hislife,wecanseethatinvestingandknowinghowtoinvestmultiplies
yourmoney.

GOD,AMASTERINVESTOR

From thebeginningwecanseeGodasaninvestor.InGenesis1,Godplantstwo
peopleontheearthandyearslatterhisinvestmentisnowover7billionpeople.Even
whenthesepeoplefall,weseeinJohn3:16,GodinvestedthelifeofhissonJesus
Christ,thathemightbringthem backtobeHis.Godsowedsomethingbygivingto
theworldandHereapedmanytimesoverandmultipliedHisreturns.Outofoneson,
Godgainedhundredsofmillionsofsons.ThatisagoodreturnforHisinvestment!
JesustootaughtalotaboutinvestmentsintheNew Testament.Hegavevarious
parablesthatillustratedinvestments,liketheparableofthetalents,wherethe
masterchastisesthewickedservantbecausehehidhismoneyanddidnotatleast
investitwiththebankerstogetasmallreturn.Hegavetheparableofthesower
whoscatteredseedandsomeseedsdidnotgivereturnswhileothersgave30,60
and100timesreturns.Jesuscursesafigtreebecausewhenhewenttoit,hedid
notfindfruit(return)whileheexpectedthetreetogiveareturntotheworld.

MONEYMUSTBEMULTIPLIED

Wetoohavebeenputontheearthtobeabletobearfruitandmultiplythe
resourcesthathavebeengiventous.Moneyisoneoftheresourcesthatcarryproof
ofourfruitfulnessandmultiplication.Moneymustbemultiplied.Aninvestmentis
anythingthatgeneratesareturnforthemoneyputin.Investmentsaredifferentfrom
savingsbecauseinvestmentsmakemoneyworkforyoutoprovideyouwithagain.
Savingmoneyisagooddiscipline.Savingalonehoweverisnotenough.Moneythat
hasbeensetasidethroughsavingsshouldbeputtowork.Moneyisaservantand
mustbemadetoworkthroughmultiplication.

Inchapter3,welookedathowyoucreateafinancialplanandsettingoffinancial
goals.Onceyou haveyourfinancialgoals,thesegoalsguideyourinvestment



decision.RecalltheexampleofJaneSmith,hergoalwastoraise300,000$in
investmentsthatcould generate60,000$ eachyearthatis20% perannum in
investmentincome.TheinvestmenthorizonforJaneis5yearsandhertargetreturn
is30% perannum.Janewillhavetolookforanddoduediligenceoninvestment
opportunitiesthatcangivehera30%returnperyearforaperiodofatleast5years.
After5years,Janewillrequireanincomefrom herinvestments.Thiswillforceher
togetinvestmentsthatcanpayhersomemoney,maybeyearlyorevenmonthly.
JustlikeJaneinthisexamplethefirststepindetermininganinvestmentavenueis
toknow yourgoals,yourinvestmenthorizonandhow muchyouaretargetingas
interestorreturnperyear.

TYPESOFINVESTMENTS

Therearevarioustypesofinvestments.Investmentscanbebroadlycategorized
intoshortterm thatislessthanoneyear,medium term 2to4yearsandlongterm
investments5yearsonwardsdependingonthelikelihoodoflosingmoneyorrisks.
Riskierinvestmentswilltendtobemedium orlongterm investments.Thereare
investmentssuchasgovernmentbillsandsomecashfundsthatcanbeusedfor
shortterm investing.

Investmentswouldgenerallybecategorizedintothefollowing.

1.GovernmentBillsandBonds

2.SharesListedinastockexchange

3.Realestate

4.Smallbusinessesandstart-ups

5.Privatesharesofcompanies

6.Collectablesorpreciousmetals

7.Otherinvestments
UnittrustfundsorMutualfundsarefundswhereaprofessionalmanager,usually

aninvestmentbankorinsurancecompanypoolstheresourcesofdifferentinvestors
toputindifferentinvestmentopportunities.Thefundswouldusuallybeworth
millionsorbillionsofdollarsandtheprofessionalmanagerchargesafeetoinvestin
thefund.Thus,evenasmallinvestorcanhaveaccesstothesevariousinvestments
throughthesefunds.Thesefundsareclassifiedfrom themostconservativetothe
mostaggressivefundsdependingonwherethemoneyisinvested.

FUNDSCLASSIFICATION

Moneymarketfunds: Themostconservativeandthelowestearningofthese
fundsiscalledthemoneymarketfund.Inthisfund,themanagerwillinvestlargelyin
cashornearcashinvestmentoptions.Thisincludesinterestearningsecuritiessuch
astreasurybillsandcertificatesofdeposits.Someofthemoneymaybeinvestedin
fixedinterestbearingbankaccounts.Thisfundprovideslow interestratebutthe
fundsarelargelyaccessibletotheinvestorusuallyafterafewdaysnotice.

Mixedfunds: Thenexttypeoffundisamixedfundthatwillcombinehigher



yieldinginvestmentssuchasstocksandlowyieldingonessuchasbonds.Thiswill
be termed as a balanced fund because itseeks to balance between riskier
investmentsandsaferoptionssuchasbonds.Asaresultthereturngeneratedfrom
thesefundstendstobehigherthanthemoneymarketfunds.

EquityFunds: Thelastbroadcategoryoffundswillbeaggressivefundsthatonly
investinshares.Thesefundsarethehighestyieldingfundsofthethreeandover
timetendtoprovidethebestreturns.IncountriessuchastheUnitedStatesand
othercountriesacrossEuropeandAsialistedstockstendtobeinthethousands.
Withthisbroadoptionitwouldtakepotentialinvestorsalotoftimeandexpertiseto
selectthebestinvestmentoptions.Forinvestorsstartingout,thesefundsare
recommendedbecausetheyprovidediversificationacrossdifferentsectors.The
fundsmayinvestindifferentcountriesgivingtheinvestoraccesstohighgrowth
economiesparticularlyintheemergingmarkets.Somefundslimittheirinvestments
inaparticularsector,regionorsticktoaparticularstrategy.

Asyouwillnoticeinthischapter,wehavenotfocusedonthemoretraditionaland
commonwaystoinvest.Youstillneedtostudythesetraditionalinvestmenttypes
butIbelievethebestinvestmentshoweverareasabusinessowner.Thismaynot
necessarilyincludeinvestinginthetraditionallyacceptedinvestmentavenuessuch
assharestradedinastockexchange.Thereareopportunitiesforinvestmentall
around us.Whatwerequireisto trainoureyesto recognizethem.Thebest
investmentavenue is yourown calling orinvesting in the passion ofothers.
Opportunitiesaremoreindevelopingcountriesastheyhavenotyetmaximizedthe
potentialoftheircountries.Ifyourcountryhasa lotofproblems,investment
opportunitiesarehiddeninthoseproblems.Begintothink,prayandgetsolutionsto
thoseproblemsandofferthosesolutions.Youcanpartneralsowithpeoplewho
havethesolutionsbutmaynothavethemoneytostart.Howeveryouhaveto
educateyourselfinbusinessprinciplesanddevelopinyourareaofcalling.

TYPESOFINVESTORS

Itisnotthetypeofinvestmentorbusinessthatmakesforagoodinvestment.
Manypeopleaskme,isrealestateagoodinvestment?Isinvestinginhotelsagood
investment?Isinvestmentingasandoilsectoragoodinvestment?Andsoon.That
isthewrongquestiontoaskbecausethesectororareaofbusinessdoesnotmatter.
Millionairesarebeingmadetodayfrom workthatdidnotexist20yearsago.That
meansbusinessesaremakingmoneyfrom opportunitiesthatwasnotinexistence
20yearsago.Thecriticalquestionactuallyis,areyouagoodinvestor?Learningto
investisimportant.Ifyoubuyahousewhenit’soverpricedandthemarketgoes
downandyouareforcedtosellforless,youhavelostmoneyanddidnotsucceedat
investing,eventhoughtherealestatemarketisbooming.Whenyoubuyahousefor
lessandyousellitataprofit,youhaveinvestedsuccessfully.

THEREAREDIFFERENTTYPESOFINVESTORS

. Thosewhohavenothingtoinvest.



Thesecategoriesofpeopleareactuallynotinvestors.Unfortunatelymost
peoplefallintothiscategory.Thesearethepeoplewhospendallormore
thantheyearn.Theyaretheoneswhoenduppoorwhentheystopworking
orenduptrappedindebt.Ifyouidentifyyourselfinthiscategory,it’s
importanttonotethatthiscategoryisnotpermanent.Dosomethingaboutit!

2.Thosewhosave.
Savingisaveryimportantdisciplinetolearn.Buttherearethosewhoonly
savemoney.Theyhavemoneystashed somewhereinabankaccount
earningzeroornearzerointerest.Theirsavingsstroketheiregosandgive
them comfort.Liketherichmanwhoselifewasdemandedfrom him,they
wanttobecomfortableandenjoytheirlife.Theyhopetousethismoneyfor
theirretirementandfeelsafebecausetheyhavesetasidemoneyforthe
future.Evenifyousave95% ofyourincome,you’restilllosingmoney
becauseofinflation.Eachyear,thepricesofgoodsandservicesgoup.
Foodpriceshaveconsistentlygoneuparoundtheworldoverthelast100
years.Theinterestyoureceivefrom abankisnotenoughtocoverforthe
rateofincreaseinpricesofgoodsandservices.Ifyouwillrequire$100in10
yearstimetobuywhatyouneed$50tobuytoday,youwouldhavelost50%
ofthevalueofyourmoneyin10years.Ifthebankpaysyou3% foryour
savingsandinflationisat6%thevalueofyoursavingsiswipedout.These
investorslendtheirmoneytobanksorotherfinancialinstitutions,forwhich
theyreceiveaportionoftheprofit,butonlyasmallpercentage.Thefinancial
institutionwilltakethebulkoftheprofit.Themasterintheparableofthe
soweradmonishesthewickedandlazyservant,tohaveatleastinvestedthe
talentwiththebankersforsomeinterest.Atthislevelofinvesting,the
returnsexpectedarelowbutthemoneyisaccessible.

3.Thosewhohaveothersmanagetheirinvestments.
Thesearethepeoplewhonotonlymanagetosavebuttheyturntheir
savingsto‘experts’toinvestforthem.Theyhavelimitedfinancialeducation
andtheytrustandinvesttheirmoneyinstandardinvestmentsmanagedby
investmentbanksandinsurancecompanies.Theymainlyinvestinmutual
fundsandthestockmarket.Theyarecontenttoearn10%peryear.These
alsoincludethosewhoseektoinvestforthemselveswithlittlefinancial
knowledge.Theyseek to buyrealestate and handle the transactions
themselveswithoutseekingprofessionaladvice.

4.Thosewhohavemasteredinvesting.
Thesearethepeoplewhoinvestlikebusinessowners.Theyhaveincreasedtheir

financialknowledgeandtaketimetolearnandmastertheprinciplesofinvesting
andtheareastheyareinvestingin.Theysurroundthemselveswithskillsand
knowledgenotonlyfrom theirownlearningbutfrom thepeopletheyassociatewith.
Theseinvestorsdonotnecessarilyuseonlytheirmoneytoinvest.

Noneoftheselevelsarepermanentandweallcanfallinanyofthesecategories.
You determinewhereyou operatefrom byyourlevelofdevelopment.Several



millionaireshavebeenwipedoutbybusinessfailuresleavingthem millionsindebt.
Eventhoughittookthem years,thesemenwerestillabletoclimbbackoutofdebt,
save,investandmakemillionsagain.Ifyoudon’tallowit,yoursituationisnotfatal.
Remembersavingsisforinvestment.Youmustlearntheprinciplesofinvestingand
learntotrackyourinvestments.Investasabusinessowner.Aim todevelopyourself
tothelevelofinvestingasabusinessownerusingotherpeople’smoney.

GladysmovedtotheUnitedKingdom in2004aftergettingfrustratedwiththe
livingconditionsinherhomecountry.Shewantedabetterlifeandonceshegother
Master’sdegreeinBritainin2008,shegotajobearningbetterthananaverage
income.Foryears,Gladyswouldspendallhermoneyeachmonth,from sending
moneytoherparentsbackhometobuyingherselfnicedesignerhandbagsand
perfumes.Latershelearnttosaveandshewouldmakesomeinvestmentsinthe
traditionalavenuessuchassharesbutshedidnotrealizemuchgrowth.Onceshe
understoodthattoachievefinancialfreedom sheneededtodothingsdifferently,
shegotmoreaggressiveinsavingmoney,scalingdownherlifestyleandlivingwithin
70% ofherincome.Withinayearshewasabletosave$15,000in2014.Shehad
identifiedanicheinhercountry.Middleincomeearnersinhercountryoforigin
preferredEuropeanmadecarstoonesproducedelsewhere.From herinitialsavings
of$15,000sheboughtandexportedonecarbackhome.Shegotatrustedfriendto
helphandleimportdutyrequirementsandfindmarketforthecar.Outofthatonecar
shewasabletogrow herinvestmentsto$23,000.Shehascontinuedtodothis
businessandhasstreamlinedheroperationandnow hires5salespeopleinher
nativecountryandexportsatleast3carseachmonth.Herinitialcapitalhasgrown
toover$100,000overthelastfew years.Shehasusedmoneyborrowedfrom
friendstobuymorecarstosendhomeparticularlyduringpeakholidayseasonsbut
sheisalwaysabletopaybackthismoneyandstillmakeprofitfrom thesaleofthe
cars.Sheistargetingtotransitionoutofherjobandconcentrateonbuildingher
investmentsandhercallingoverthenexttwoyearswithacapitalof$300,000.She
isworkingtowardslivingwithin50% ofherincomeandinvestingallherbusiness
profits.Gladysgrew from atype1investor,notsavinganythingtoinvestinglikea
businessowner,usingotherpeople’smoneytomakemoney.

AlikoDangoteisAfrica’srichestmanandthe51stwealthiestpersonintheworld
asat2016.Heisestimatedtobewortharound$12.9billiondollars.Heownsthe
DangoteGroupwhichhasinterestincommoditiesandoperatesinseveralcountries
aroundtheworld.Hedevelopedaninterestinbusinessasachild,buyingcartonsof
candiesandsellingthem ataprofit.In1977,usingcapitalprovidedtohim byhis
grandfather,Dangote started to trade in commodities and building materials.
Operatinginadifficultmanufacturingenvironment,withhighcostsandunstable
electricitysupply,hehasbuiltavastempireconsistingoffoodprocessingplants,
telecommunications,steel,oil,gasandthemainsegmentoftheGroup,thecement
division.Hedescribesinaninterview how heusedborrowedmoneytobuildthe
group’sexpansivecementplantinObajanaincentralNigeria,oneofAfrica’slargest
cementproductionplants.Asglobalpricessoaredanddemandforcementsurged,
hewasabletorepayasevenyearloanwithin18months.Hewasabletomultiplyhis



investmentmanytimesoverusingotherpeople’smoney.ItisthisObajanaCement
plantthatpropelledhim intobigbusinessandprominence.Overtheyearshisnet
assetshavegrownfrom $3.3billionin2007to$22billionin2013,partlybecauseof
thesuccessofhiscementdivisionintheGroup.

CONSIDERTHISWHENPLANNINGYOURINVESTMENT

Beforebeginninganinvestmentyouneedtoplanandconsiderseveralthings.This
istoensurethatyouaresuccessfulatthescienceofinvesting.

 Willingnesstotakerisk

Investmentsandriskgotogether.Thereisarelationshipbetweenyourpotential
returnandtheamountofriskyouarewillingtotake.Theriskdescribedhereis
calculatedrisk.Youneedtotaketimetounderstandyourinvestmentanddodue
diligenceonit.Knowifyouarewillingtotaketheriskinvolvedwiththeinvestmentor
not.Usuallythebenefitsfrom suchanundertakingwoulddeterminewhetherthe
investmentisworthwhileornot.Ifaninvestmentinvolvesconsiderableriskwhile
thereturnislowincomparisonwithsimilarinvestments,thenitisnotworthtaking
therisk.

 Safety

Whenmakinganinvestment,youwillhavetofactorintheprobabilityofnot
receivingmostorallyourmoneyback.Ifyouwantmoreguaranteeofsafetyforyour
investmentfunds,youmayhaveto takeupsaferinvestmentoptionssuchas
investmentinmoneymarketfunds.Usuallysuchadecisionwouldbetakenifyou
needtousethemoneywithinashorttime.Forexampleintheperiodwhenyouare
accumulatingyourinvestmentfundsyoumaynotwanttotakeriskwiththelimited
fundsyouhavesavedandsoyourinvestmentoptionswouldbelimitedtofixed
interestaccountsandthelike.Youmayalsobeaccumulatingyoursavingsas
startupcapitalforabusinesswithinashortterm,usuallyayearorless.Inthiscase
thenyoumaynotbewillingtomakeinvestmentsthatdonotguaranteeareturnof
yourfunds.Youcannotmultiplyyourmoneyhoweverifyoudonottakesomelevel
ofcalculatedrisk.

 Income

Someinvestmentoptionsprovideregularincomeinform ofdividendsandinterest.
Youneedtodeterminehowimportantreceivinganincomefrom yourinvestmentis
andwhenyoumightwanttodoso.Allthisshouldform partofyourfinancialplan.
Bythetimeyoumakeinvestmentdecisions,youshouldknowwhatyouexpectout
ofyourinvestments.Forexamplewhenyouarestillworkingandaccumulatingyour
savingsandinvestments,youwouldwanttofocusongrowingyourinvestments
henceyouwillnotbelookingforinvestmentsthatwillnecessarilygiveyouan
income.Thisallowsyouthefreedom tomakeinvestmentsinopportunitiesthatcan
grow yourmoney fastersuch as some realestate investments orbusiness
partnerships.Onceyouhavehityourtargetfinancialgoal,youcanthenconvert
someofyourinvestmentstogenerateanincomeforyou.Youcanbuypropertyto



generaterentalincomeorinvestinstocksthatprovidegooddividends.Thiswould
provideyouwiththepassiveincomethatallowsyoutostillmeetyourfinancial
obligations.

 Growth

Attheinitialstagethefocusofyourinvestmentshouldbegrowth,unlessyour
financialgoalistoraisecapitalforbusiness.Intheinitialmonthsoryearsyou
shouldseekoutopportunitiesthatcangrowyourinvestmentasquicklyaspossible.
Letyourtargetbetomakeinvestmentsthatcouldgeneratereturnsof30% per
annum and above.Howeverbe carefulto do due diligence and protectyour
investmentusingcontractsorcollateral.

 Yourtimehorizon

Theyoungeryouare,themoretimeyouhaveforyourinvestmentstogrow.
Typically,thismeansthemoreriskyoumaybewillingtoacceptinexchangeforthe
potentialofhigherreturns.Theolderyouare,thelesstimeyouhavetoweatherthe
upsanddownsofaninvestment.Asaresult,youmaybemorecomfortablewith
predictableinvestmentsasopposed to morevolatile,potentiallyhighergrowth
opportunities.

 Yourfinancialposition

Themoremoneyandmoreyourinvestmentsthemoreyouarecomfortabletaking
riskierinvestments.Anypotentiallossisunlikelytobedevastatingtoyoufinancially.
Sinceeveryonehastostartfrom somewhere,thelessyournetworththemoreyou
needtoinvesttimeandenergyintoidentifyinggoodinvestmentopportunitiesto
grow yourmoney.Youwillhavetoconsidernon-traditionaltypesofinvestments,
particularlysmallandmedium sizebusinesses.Mostemergingnewmillionairesin
Americareporthavinggrowntheirwealthbyinvestinginsmallbusinesses.Small
andmedium sizebusinessesmakeupasignificantpartoftheeconomybothin
developedanddevelopingworld.Onceyouhaveacquiredmoremoney,thenyouare
abletodiversifysomeofyourinvestmentsintomoreconservativeventures.

 Yourlevelofinvestmentknowledge

Generally,thehigheryourknowledgeaboutinvestments,themoreriskyoumaybe
willingtotake.ProfessionalinvestorssuchasWarrenBuffetandothersophisticated
investorsareabletomakeabovemarketreturnsbecauseoftheirleveloffinancial
knowledge.Certain investmentopportunitiesareonlyavailableto thislevelof
investors.Makeityourgoaltogrowyourinvestmentknowledgeandexperienceto
thelevelofsophisticatedinvestors.

Beforemakinganyinvestments,itiscriticalwithinyourfinancialplantohavean
investmentplan.Theinvestmentplancomplementsyouroverallfinancialplanandis
meanttohelpyouactualizeyourfinancialgoalsaccordingtoyoursettimelines.

INSURANCEò 

TYPESOFINSURANCE



Typically,insuranceisthewayyouwillprotectyourgains.Therearevarioustypes
ofinsurancethathelpshieldyouagainstvariouspossibilitiesinlife.Aninsurance
productshouldbecarefullychosenafterindependentstudyonthevariousoptionsin
themarket.Unfortunatelythewaymostinsurancecompanieschoosetodistribute
insuranceproductsisthroughsalesagentswhoearnacommissionontheirsales.
Thispresentsaconflictofinterestandthebuyermustbecarefulnottotake
wholesometheadvicedispensedbyanagentwithsuchconflictofinterest.

Wewillreviewdifferenttypesofinsurancenow:

LIFEINSURANCE

Alifeinsuranceprotectsthefutureincomeoftheinsuredagainstthepossibilityof
deathanddisabilityoveranagreedperiod.Alifeinsurancepolicydoesnotprotect
againstdeath,that’sacertainty,neitherdoesitprovidelife.Thebasicpurposeoflife
insuranceistoprovidedependentswithasourceofincomeincaseofdeathofthe
incomeearner.Alifeinsurancecontractpaystheselectedbeneficiaryanagreed
lumpsum orregularpaymentsofcashtocompensatethem forthelossofthe
insured’sincome.Lifeinsuranceisparamountformarriedcouplesparticularlythose
withdependantssuchaschildren.Inthecaseofdeathofaspouse,theremaining
spouseislefttoshouldertheburdenofraisingchildrenorprovidingforother
dependants.Theincomegeneratedbythedeceasedisnolongeravailable.Thatcan
causemajorstrainonthefinancesofafamily.Itisthereforeveryimportantfor
marriedcouplestodiscussandprotectbothoroneoftheirincomesincaseofthe
deathofeitherorbothofthem.Itisimportanttoensurethattheinsurancecoveris
adequateenoughtoreplacethelostincomesufficiently.Asaruleofthumb,make
suretheinsurancecovercanpayoffanyoutstandingloans,provideforfuture
educationandreplace10yearsofyourpresentincome.Companiesusuallyprovide
alifeinsurancecoveraspartoftheemployeebenefitstotheirstaff.Theemployee
isresponsibleto find outhow muchcoverthepolicygivesand whetheritis
sufficienttoprovidethefamilywithreplacementincome.Ifitisadequate,thereisno
needtotakeupadditionallifeinsurance.Mosttimeshowever,theinsurancecoveris
notenough.Itisbettertohavetoomuchlifeinsurancethantohaveinsufficientlife
insurance.

Forsinglepeople,dependingontheresponsibilitiestheyshoulder,theeffectof
lossofincomemaynotbeasmuch.Therearesinglepeoplewhohavechildrenor
dependantssuchasparentsorsiblings.Thoseinthissituationshouldtakeuplife
insurancetoprovideareplacementfortheirincomeincaseofdeath.Ifhowever,a
singlepersondoesnotshoulderanysuchresponsibilitiesitisanunnecessary
expensetotakeupalifeinsurancecover.

Itisimportanttonotethatalifeinsurancecoverisnotaninvestmentandshould
notbe taken as such.Insurance companies sometimes combine investment
aspectstotheirlifeinsuranceproductssothatthepremiumspaidcanbepaidoutat
alaterdatetotheownerofthelifeinsurancepolicy.Thissoundsgoodintheorybut
comesataprice.Thepremiumschargedforaninsuranceproductthatcontainsan
investmentoptionisusuallymanytimesmorethanabasiclifecover.Abasiclife



insuranceproductiscalledaterm insuranceandonlypaysoutincaseofthedeath
oftheinsured.Someterm insuranceproductsmayreturnthepremiumspaidbythe
insuredattheendoftheterm andtheyarecalledvalueaddedterm products.
Howeverthemajorityofterm insuranceproductsdonotmakeanypaymentsshould
theinsuredsurvivetheinsurancepolicyterm period.Theyonlypayincaseofthe
deathordisabilityoftheinsured.Term insuranceproductsareusuallythecheapest
formsofinsurance.

Otherlifeinsurancecoversincludeawholelifeinsurancecoverthatprovidesan
agreedsum ofmoneyincaseofdeathordisabilityofthepolicyholdersfortherest
oftheirlives.

Endowmentinsuranceprovidesinsurancetotheinsuredforaspecificperiodof
time during which the policy holderpays premiums.In case ofdeath,the
beneficiariesarepaidtheamountspecifiedintheinsurancecontract.Incasethe
insuredsurvivestheterm ofthecontract,hewillbepaidtheaccumulatedvalueof
the insurance policy.This is usuallya percentage above the totalpremiums
contributedovertheterm.Theyieldonsuchapolicyisusuallylow comparedto
investmentinlistedshares.

Thecostofawholelifeandanendowmentinsurancepolicyismuchhigherthan
thecostofaterm insurancepolicyandtheamountofcoveryoureceiveisusually
lower.Itisprudenttotakebasicterm insuranceonly.

Givenascenariowhereaspousetakesupanendowmentinsurancepolicyof30
years,thepremiumssay$3,600peryearor$300permonthmayprovideinsurance
coverfor$200,000.Attheendofthestipulatedperiodthespousemayreceivea
lumpsum paymentof$200,000havingcontributedatotalof$108,000.Incontrasta
personwhotakesupaterm insuranceforthesameperiodmayenduppaying
$1000peryearforalifecoverof$300,000.Hewillnotreceiveanypaymentatthe
endofthecontract,howeverifheinveststhedifference$2,600overthe30year
period at10% p.a,his investmentwould have grown to $470,453.Even after
factoringinthelossof$1,000peryear,thelatterendsupgainingmore.

DISABILITYINSURANCE

Mostemployers provide disabilityinsurance fortheiremployees in case of
accident.Whereoneisinbusiness,itisimportanttotakeupadisabilitycover.
Sometimesadisabilitycoverislumpedtogetherwithalifeinsurancecoverora
medicalinsurancecover.Checkthedetailsofyourinsurancecontracttoensureyou
havethiscover.Disabilityinsuranceisdesignedtoprovideapaymenttotheinsured
incaseofdisabilityorlossoflimbsduetoanaccident.Thecoverfactorsinthe
possiblelossofincomeearningcapacityduetodisability.

MEDICALINSURANCE

Medicalinsurancepaysformedicalbillsincurredbytheinsuredpersonincaseof
hospitalizationorduringcertainoutpatienttreatment.Thiswilldependonthetypeof
medicalcoverprovided.Incertaincountries,thestateprovideshealthcarebenefits
thoughtheymaynotbeadequate.Itisimportanttostudythecontracttoseewhat



illnessesormedicalproceduresareexcludedfrom suchacover.Againfamilies
shouldensuretheamounttheyarecoveredforissufficientformedicalemergencies
thatmayarise.Medicalbillscansignificantlydentyoursavingsandinvestments.It
isimportanttoensureyougetagoodcomprehensivemedicalcover.

MOTORVEHICLEINSURANCE

Thisisinsurancecoverprovidedincaseoftheftoraccidentinvolvingtheinsured
motorvehicle.Dependingonyourcountryofresidence,thisisusuallyfactoredinto
thevehiclepurchasepaymentsparticularlywhentakingupautoloans.

Whenbuyinganytypeofinsurance,itisimportanttofollowafewlawstoensure
yougetvalueformoney.Thefirstrulewhenbuyinginsuranceistobuybasic
insurance.Insureonlywhatwouldbefinanciallydisastrousifitoccurred.Ifyoucan
easilylivewithouttheproductyouareinsuringthenit’snotworthinsuring.Insurance
againsttheftorlossofgadgetsorclothingmayfallwithinthiscategory.Thesavings
ontheexpenseofinsuringtheseitemsshouldgotowardsinvestments.From the
investmentincomeyoucanreplacetheseitemseasily.Howeverifyouusecertain
itemsforworkorbusinesssuchaslaptops,camerasandTV’sitisimportantto
ensurethem toavoidlossofbusinessasaresultoflossortheftordamagetothem.
Rememberinsurance is meantto shield yourinvestmentgains notprovide
additionalexpenses.

Inthischapter,wehavecoveredseveralinvestmentoptionsfrom thetraditional
investmentssuchasmutualfunds,sharesandbondstoinvestingasabusiness
owner.Insummarytheguidelinesforinvestingattheendofthischapterare
importanttofollow,theyarekeystosettingyourselffreefrom theworldsystem.In
thenextchapter,wewilllookatsettingyourselffreeinmoredetails.

GUIDELINESFORINVESTING

1.Don’tlookatyoursalaryasanendinitself.Begintolookatyour
salaryorincomeasaseed.Yoursalaryisnotthefruittobeeaten,itisa
seed.Ifyouaresmart,youdonoteatyourseed.Seedsaremeanttobe
planted.Thisdoesnotrefertothepopulardoctrineof‘sowingseed’by
givingtochurchesorpastors.Plantingseedsreferstomakinggood
investmentofyourmoney.

2.Gatheryourincomeasidethroughsavings.Whensavingsarestill
small,youwillneedtimetoaccumulatesomeamountofinvestable
money.Take30% to50% ofyourincomeandworkwithit,insome
businessortradeorotherinvestmentsothatitgrowsfast.

3.Thebestinvestmentyoucanmakeisinyourself.Inyourskillsand
talents.Youcanuseyoursavingstoinvestinbuyingequipmentortools
foryourprofessionorskill.Thenbegintotradewiththegoodsand
servicesyouproducetomakemoney.

4.Anyareaoflifecanbeasuccessfulinvestment.Youjustneedtohave
anunderstandingoftheareawhereyouhaveinvestedyourmoney.You



orthepersonyouhaveinvestedinmustbeknowledgeableinthearea
andknow how todobusinessinthatarea.Investintherightskilled
peoplenotsomuchtheareaofinvestment.Findoutaboutthecharacter
ofthepeopleyouinvestinandwhethertheyunderstandthelawsof
money.

5.Do your due diligence.Investigate the area of your possible
investmentasmuchaspossible.Ifyouaregoingintothebusiness,know
everythingaboutthearea.Findthepeoplewhoaresuccessfulinthat
areaandfindoutwhy.Findtheprinciplesoftheirsuccessandinterrogate
them.Ifyou are investing in otherpeople find outtheirlevelof
preparationandhowmuchduediligencetheyhavedone.

6.FollowtheHolySpirit.MakesureyouareledbytheSpiritofGod;go
withwhatGodtellsyou.Ifyouareuncomfortableaboutaparticular
business,orhavenopeaceaboutit,don’tgetintoit.Howeverdonotbe
ledbyfear,theSpiritofGodisnotaspiritoffear.Donotallow for
inactioninthenameofwaitingforGodorundertheguiseoffear.

7.Takecalculatedrisks.Havewrittenlegalandbindingagreementswith
thepeopleyouareinvestingin,particularlyinwesterncountrieswhere
thecourtprocessisefficient.Insomedevelopingcountrieswherethisis
notso,ensureyougetcollateralforyourinvestment.Whenitcomesto
thecourtoflaw;ifitisnotwrittendown,itdoesnotexist.Theconditions
mustbeclearlyspelledoutandthedocumentmustbesignedbyboth
parties.Ensureyoureceiverelevantlegaladvice.

8.Don’tallow pastfailureintheareaofinvestmenttoholdyouback.
You haveto riseup from pastfailure;otherwiseyou can neverbe
successful.Neverstopattempting.TheaveragemillionaireintheUnited
Stateshasexperiencedbankruptcyatleastonce.Learnthelessonsof
failureandadmitwhatyoudidwrong,investigatewhyyoumadethe
mistakeandwhatyoushoulddotopreventarepeatinthefuture.

9.Investinpeoplewhohaverealproducts.Theyareeitherproducinga
goodoraservice.Donotinvestinpromises.Bewaryofpeoplenotable
toshow youtheproductthatisbeingtransacted.Letpeopleshow you
theirtrackrecord,whattheyhavedoneinthepast.

10.Startoutbyinvestinginanamountofmoneythatyoucanaffordto
livewithout.Ifyoulosemoney,letgoofthefailuresandlearnthelessons
ofthefailuresandmovetothenextopportunity.

11.Buildrelationshipsinbusiness.Taketimetobuildtrustandfriendship
withclients.Valuepeopleandrelationshipsmorethanyouvaluemoney.

12.Takeinterestinyourinvestment.Anyinvestmentisinvestingyourlife.
Themoneyyouareinvestingwasgottenfrom theexchangeofyourtime,
thereforetakeitasseriouslyasyouwouldyourtime.

13.Useinsurancetoprotectyourgains.Insuranceproductsshouldonly



beusedtoprovidereplacementincomeincaseofdisabilityordeath,to
provideforhealthcareorprotectsomeofthethingsyouhaveincaseof
anyloss.Insuranceisnotaninvestmentanditshouldnotbeusedas
such.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Godplantedtwopeopleontheearthandyearslaterhisinvestment
isnowover7billionpeople.

 Investmentsaredifferentfrom savingsbecauseinvestmentsmake
moneyworkforyoutoearnyouaprofit.

 Evenasmallinvestorcanhaveaccesstothesevariousinvestments
throughdifferenttypesoffunds.

 Millionairesarebeingmadetodayfrom workthatdidnotexist20
years ago. That means businesses are making money from
opportunitiesthatwerenotinexistence20yearsago.

 Youcannotmultiplyyourmoneyifyoudonottakesomelevelof
calculatedrisk.

 Onceyouhavehityourtargetfinancialgoal,youcanthenconvert
someofyourinvestmentstogenerateanincomeforyou.

 Becarefultododuediligenceandprotectyourinvestmentusing
contractsorcollateral.

 Make it your goalto grow your investment knowledge and
experiencetothelevelofsophisticatedinvestors.

 Thebasicpurposeoflifeinsuranceistoprovidedependantswitha
sourceofincomeincaseofdeathoftheincomeearner.

CHAPTER10

SETYOURSELFFREEFROM THEWORLD 
SYSTEM

“Assorrowful,yetalwaysrejoicing;aspoor,yetmakingmanyrich;ashaving

nothing,andyetpossessingallthingsÚ”

(2Corinthians6Ý10â

TheabovescripturespeaksofApostlePaul’sattitudeinlife.Thatwhenhewas
sorrowfulhewasstillrejoicing,whenhewaspoor,hewasmakingothersrichand
whenhehadnothinghelookedathimselfashavingallthings.Thisisthesame
attitudewearetohaveifwearetobefreefrom theworldsystem.



WhatwouldyoudowiththerestofyourlifeifyouinheritedamillionUSDollars?
Taketimetothinkaboutit.Mostpeoplewouldleavethejobtheycurrentlyhave;
evenmorewouldstoptheirbusinesses.Somewouldevenleavethecountrythey
now residein.Thatistheextenttowhichmoneydeterminesourlives.Westayin
jobswewouldrathernotdo,webecomediscontentaboutourlivesyetseem notto
havepowertodoanythingaboutit.Ifyouhavereadthisbookuptothispoint,Ihave
sharedmanyprinciplesthatifyoucouldapplythem wouldchangeyourlife.The
wholepurposeofsavingsandsubsequentinvestmentsissothatyoucanhavethe
freedom topursueyourGod-givenvisionandpurpose.

YOUCANBEFREE–HOWTO 

OVERCOMETHEWORLDSYSTEM

Toovercometheworldsystem,youmustnotsubscribetoitsvalues.
First,youmustnotliveyourlifeforvanitiesandinpursuitofmoney. Neitherthe

worldsystem noranythinginit;prideoflife,lustoftheeyeandlustofthefleshmust
befoundinyou.

“Ishallnolongerspeakmanythingswithyou,fortherulerofthisworldcomes,

andhehasnothinginMe”

(John14Ý30â

Second,youmustknowthelawsofmoneyandstopservingmoney.Youneedto
mastermoney,soastouseittodominateandsubduetheearthforGodinsteadof
servingmoney.Whateverisyourmotivationforworkisyourgod.Moneymustnot
beyourgod,youmustruleovermoney.Know how tomanagemoneysothatyou
canmakemoney,directmoneyandmakeitworkforyoutogetthethingsyouwant.
It’snolongerwhetheryouhavemoneyornotthatdictateswhatyoucanorcannot
have.Ifyouneedtotakeyourchildrentoaparticularschoolorownaparticular
house,onceyouhavemasteredmoneyyouknowhowtocreateittogetthesethings.
Eventhoughwewillmakemoneyfrom ourcalling,ourmotivationisnotthemoney
butthedesiretoserveGod.

TheideaofworkaccordingtoGod’sdesignisnotsurvivalbutrathertofulfill
purpose.Workisameansoffulfillmentofpurposenotforsurvival.IntheGardenof
Eden,Adam andEvehadeverythingtheyneededtosurvive.Whentheyhadnot
sinned,therewasprovisionforeverythingtheyneeded.Whydidtheystillneedto
work?

“AndGodblessedthemÚAndGodsaidtothem,Befruitful,andmultiplyandfill

theearth,andsubdueitÚAndhavedominionoverthefishoftheseaandover

thefowloftheheavens,andallanimalsthatmoveupontheearth”



(Genesis1Ý28â

InGenesis1:28,Godgivesthem anassignmenttoworkout.Theyweretobe
productiveandfilltheearthnotjustwithchildrenbutwiththeproductstheywereto
create,theinventionstheyweretocomeupwith.Godexpectedthem tobuildthe
earthjustasheavenwasandinbuildingtheearththeywouldsubdueit.Theywere
toruleinrighteousnessovertheothercreaturesontheearth.Now dominionhas
taken a negative connotation to imply dictatorship and oppression without
accountabilitybutthatwasnottheintent.Theyweretohavedominiononbehalfof
God,sotheyweretobestewardsontheearthforGod.Theprimaryreasonfortheir
workwastoserveGod.From thebeginning,Godcreatedworkforourenjoyment
andourfulfillment.WorkisthewaywearelikeGod;Heisacreatorandsowealso
throughwork,wearecreatorsandtakepleasurethroughthethingswecreate.Even
Godhimselfworks.GodisacreatorthroughworkandHetakespleasureinit.Work
isnotsuffering,workisnotapunishmentandworkisnotacurse.Adam andEve
hadnotsinnedbythetimeGodgavethem work.GodtookAdam totheGardenof
EdeninGenesisChapter2andtoldhim towork;tokeepanddressthegarden.Work
isoneofthegreatestblessingsthatGodhasgiventohumanity,forpurposeandself
-fulfillment.Youneedtodiscoverwhatyouweremadetodo,secureyourfinancial
future,payyourselfandsetyourselffreefrom theworldsystem.

Third,onceyouarenolongerdependentonajobforsurvival,youstillneedto
know whattodowithyourlife. Forthemajorityofpeopleeveniftheyweregiven
financialfreedom,theywouldstillnotknowwhattodowiththeirlife.Itisnotjust
enoughtobefinanciallysuccessful,youhavetoknowwhattodowithitandwiththe
freedom itaffordsyou.Youhavetoinvesttimetodiscoveryourpurposeandbegin
toliveit.Evenasyoudoyourjobordailyoccupation,begintosetasidetimeto
explorewhoyouareandwhatyouwerecreatedtodo.Whatdoyoulikedoing,what
areyoupassionateabout?Whatdoyouloseyourselfinandforgetthetime?What
doyoufindfulfillmentandpleasureindoing?Thatcouldbeanindicatorofwhoyou
aresupposedtobeonearth.

Thefirstpurposeofworkandemploymentistobringthekingdom ofGodtorule
inourworkplaces.

“Butseekyefirstthekingdom ofGodandhisrighteousness;andallthese

thingsshallbeaddeduntoyou”

(Matthew6Ý33â

YourworkshouldbetoserveGod.WorkshouldbesomethingChristiansdoto
establishthewillandpurposesofGodintheirworkplacenottopursuemoney.The
solepurposeofworkistobringthevirtues,righteousness,orderandprinciplesof
Godtoourworkplaces.Salariesandcompensationsareonlyrewardsforour
faithfulnessinservingGodnotthemotivationforwork.IsyourworkaservicetoGod?

Forth,onceyouknow yourpurpose,begintoenjoyworkandfindpleasureinit.



Evenifyouarenotpaidoryouarepaidlittleyoucanstillenjoywhatyoudobecause
youarenotdoingitformoneybutoutofthepleasureofdoingit.Youstillneedto
bargainforthebestsalaryorcompensation,butit’snotyourdriveindoingyourwork.
Youmaystillneedtoworkforatimeinaplacetoraisemoneyortolearnorasan
apprentice,butyouneedtoknowwhyyouaredoingitandonlyforashorttime.Set
targetsforyourselfastohowmuchtosetasideeachmonthandhowlongyouwill
worktoraisethemoneyneeded,maybe3to5years.Youstillneedtoknowother
lawsofmoneysothattheworldsystem doesnotswallowyou.

Ihavetoldthisstorybeforeinonemybooks.Iwasteachingmychurchworkersin
Kyivsomeyearsbackfrom theparableofthetalentsandGodspoketomeand
calledmeawickedandlazyservant.WhenIaskedHim why,heshowedmethatwe
werenotevenabletokeepthemoneyHehadgivenusandwewererunningthe
churchdependingonincomefrom eachmonthwithoutsavinganything.Iwasworse
thanthewickedandlazyservant.Atleasthemanagedtosavewhatthemasterhad
givenhim;IspendallthatIwasgiveneachmonthwithoutsavinganything!From
thatpointonIsetoutonaquesttoknowthelawsofmoneyandtomasterthem.
Overayear,asIstudiedfurtheroverthatscriptureandasIwentoutofmywayto
studymoreonthetopicofwealth,IrealizedthateveryChristiancouldbecomea
millionaire.IdecidedbeforeIcouldteachmymembersonthisIhadtogetresultsin
myownlife.Igavemyselfatargettobecomeamillionairewithintwoyearsby
masteringthelawsofmoney.Iwasabletoachievethattargetwithinninemonths.
RecentlywhentheLordspoketometomovetoNigeria,IwasreadybecauseIam
financiallyfreeandIdonotdependonthetithesandofferingsofthechurch.Ican
riskleavingitalltofollowmypassionandcalling.Ichallengeyoutosaythesame.

Areyouworkingformoney?Doyouhateyourwork?Takethedecisiontolookfor
waysand meansto setyourselffreefrom thetrap oftheworld system.Do
everythingyouneedtodotosetyourselffreefrom theslaveryoftheworldsystem.
Applytheprinciplesoutlinedinthisbookandfollow theexamplesofthepeople
givenhere.Onlynotethatyouwillnotkeepdoingorlivinghowyouhavebeenliving,
youmayneedtomakepainfullifeadjustmentstowardsyourgoal.Asyoulookatthe
strategiestosetyourselffreeoutlinedbelow,approachthem withtheintentionto
implementthem,firstbytakingtimetomeditateuponthesesteps,thenapplying
them.Asweconcludeinthenextchapter,Iwanttoemphasizethepurposeof
money.Itissaidthatwhenthepurposeofathingisunknown,thethingisboundto
bemisused.Thisistrueofmoneyespeciallyinourday.

STRATEGIESTOSETYOURSELFFREE

1.Perfectanddevelopyourgiftsandtalentstowardsyourcalling.Then
youcanofferyourserviceorproducttootherpeople.Evenifyouworkfor
someoneitwillbeonyourowntermssinceyouhavedevelopedyourself.
When yourpassion and calling correspond with yourskills,you are
fulfillingGod’spurposenomatterwhoyouworkunder.

2.Theeasiestwaytosetyourselffreefrom theworldiswhenyour



passionandpurposecorrespondtoyourwork.Investinbuildingyour
businessaroundyourpassion.

3.Payyourselfandsetyourselffreefrom thepowerofmoney.Work
onlytomakeandsaveenoughmoneyandtheninvestit.Whenyour
moneyworksforyou,youcanthenbefreetopursueyourcalling.

4.Havetoomuchmoney.Ifyouhavemorethanenoughmoney,youare
nolongertiedtoajobtosurvive.Lessthan5%oftheworldhassomuch
moneythattheydonotneedtoworktosurvive.

5.Christiansshouldonlyworkwithonepurposeinmind;tobringthe
Kingdom ofGodintothesphereGodiscallingthem to.Toestablish
God’srighteousness,virtues,principlesandHisordertothatplaceof
work.Ensurethatyoubecomefinanciallyfreesoyoucanboldlydothisin
yourworkplacewithoutthefearoflosingyourjob.

GOLDENNUGGETS

 Know how tomanagemoneysothatyoucanmakemoney,direct
moneyandmakeitworkforyoutogetthethingsyouwant.It’sno
longerwhetheryouhavemoneyornotthatdictateswhatyoucanor
cannothave.

 From thebeginning,Godcreatedworkforourenjoymentandour
fulfillment.WorkisthewaywearelikeGod.

 Evenasyoudoyourjobordailyoccupation,begintosetasidetime
toexplorewhoyouareandwhatyouwerecreatedtodo.

 Salariesandcompensationsareonlyrewardsforourfaithfulnessin
servingGodnotthemotivationforwork.

 Youmightstillneedtobargainforthebestsalaryorcompensation,
butit’snotyourdriveindoingyourwork



CONCLUSION

THEPURPOSE 
OFMONEY

“Foraman’slifeisnotintheabundanceofthethingswhichhepossesses”

(Luke12Ý15â

Thebibleversehereisfrom apassageinwhichJesusencounteredarichyoung
manwhoisdiscontent.Whenheadvisedtheyoungmantosethimselffreefrom
thegripofmoneysothathecouldvaluewhatmattered,theyoungmanwas
unabletofollow JesusandHisadvice.Thesamethingishappeningtomany
peopleintheworldtoday.Theyareunabletofollow JesusandtopursueHis



purposefortheirlivesbecausethepursuitortheownershipofmoneyhas
preoccupiedtheirlives.MoneyhasbecometheirLord.Thatwasnottheoriginal
purposeofmoney.Whatthenisthepurposeofmoney?

MoneyisacreationofMan.From theOldTestament,menbeganfrom barter
exchange;exchanginggoodsforgoods.Livestockwasbarteredinexchangefor
farm produce,andthendevelopedwhengoodswereexchangedforspicesand
preciousmetal.Withtimemendevelopedthesystem ofmoney,thenaform of
preciousmetal,suchassilver.WeseeAbraham buyingapieceoflandwithmoney
inGenesis23:13.Moneywasusedasatooltomakethetradeeasier.Whenthey
couldnotexchangelivestockforfarm produceanymore,thepeoplemovedto
exchangelivestockforpreciousmetal.Theythenrealizedthattheyneededtomake
theexchangefairsothatonepartydidnotgivemorethantheproduct’sworthorthe
otherpartydidnotgetlessthantheproduct’sworth.Sotheyintroducedasystem of
weighingpreciousmetalinexchangeforaproductandasystem ofpricinga
product.SowhenAbraham boughtthelandheactuallyweighedsomequantityof
silvertotheseller.Whatwasconsideredmorepreciouscostmoreweightinsilver
thanwhatwasn’tasvaluable.DuringthetimeofIsaactheyintroducedastandard
unitofweightasashekel.A shekelwas8.4gramsofsilver.Thisweightwas
countedasmoney.Therewereshekelsofgold,ofsilverandofbarley.When
Abraham’sservantwenttogetawifeforIsaacinGenesis24,hegavehergiftsinthe
form ofshekels.Moneycontinuedtoevolveovertheages.Coinswereintroducedin
AsiaMinorbythemerchantstherewhowantedtoavoidweighingthem eachtime
theytraded.Theyputastampwiththeofficialsealonthecoinstocertifytheir
weight.BythetimeJesuswasonearth,Romancoinsborethefaceoftherulerof
theRomanEmpire,Caesar.Money,asyoucanseeisarecentinvention.

1.Moneyisananswerandadefense
Theshiftfrom theAgrarian system to theindustrialageand now the
technologicalagemeansmoneynowisessentialforlife.Beforeyoucould
grow yourfood,buildonthelandandlivewithoutmoney.Thebookof
Ecclesiastestellsusthatmoneyhasthepropertiestoanswertoallthings
anditisadefense42.Thesepropertiesofmoneycausemanypeopletoput
theirtrustinmoney.Theybegintoseemoneyasalltheyneedandthey
prioritizemoneyaboveeverythingelse.Atthispointtheyareworshiping
money.

2.Moneyisnottobeworshipped
Thereisaspiritbehindthemoneythatseekstobeworshiped,mammon.As
ChristianstheBiblewarnsusnottotrustinrichesevenwhenwehavethem.

“Chargethemthatarerichinthisworld,thattheybenothighòminded,

nortrustinuncertainriches,butinthelivingGod,whogivesusrichly

allthingstoenjoy”



(1Timothy6Ý17â

3.Moneydoesnotgiveidentity

“Hewhotrustsinhisrichesshallfall”

(Proverbs11Ý28â

Richescanbedeceitful.Scripturedescribesrichesasbeingdeceitful,andin
trustingmoneywebecomedeceived.Ifwehopetogetouridentityorourfulfillment
andsatisfactionfrom money,wehavebeendeceived.Moneydoesnotgiveidentity.
Moneydoesn’tgivejoyandfulfillmentandmoneydoesnotgivepurposetoman.If
wedonotunderstandthatwearedeceived.Ifmoneydefineswhoweare,whether
wearehappyornot,wearedeceived.Whenwelooktomoneytodothethingsonly
Godcando,webegintoworshipmoneyanditbecomesourmaster.Moneyisa
terriblemaster;itcorruptsusandonlycausesustobecometrappedintheworld
system.Ourhope,ourshield,ourtrustisnotinmoneybutinGod.Heistheonewho
givesusthesethingsforourenjoyment.Wecannotmastermoneyunlesswe
understandthis.

EXAMINEYOURMOTIVES

Youhavereadthisbooktolearnhow tosecureyourfinancialfutureandenjoy
financialfreedom.Whatisyourmotivationtobecomerichinmoney?Whatisthe
goalforthemoneyyouwanttoget?Ifmoneydoesnotservethepurposeof
advancingthekingdom ofGod,thatmoneywillenslaveitsowners.Ifmoneyisonly
foryourself;tomakeyourlifecomfortable,togiveyouesteem andstatus,toplease
yourfamilyonly,itwillendupentrappingyou.Jesusencounteredtherichyoung
rulerinMathew 19:16anddespitehiswealth,hewasstilllookingforsomething
more.AndJesusuponinteractingwithhim realizedthathewasentrappedbymoney.
Todeliverhim,Jesustoldhim inverse21tosellallthathehadandfollowHim.The
youngmanwasnotabletoobeybecausethericheshadhim.Helovedthelifestyle
hispossessionscouldaffordhim morethanhelovedGodandhethereforemissed
morethanhewassearchingfor.Thewealthwasservinghim,itwashisidentity,it
wasforhisegoandhecouldn’tletgo.Thisdoesn’tmeanthatChristiansshouldnot
havepossessionsorthatweshouldallsellwhatwehave;Jesuswastryingto
deliverthemanfrom whathadalreadyentrappedhim.Butwearetoensurethatour
possessionsdonotentrapusinthefirstplace.Wearetoliveasthoughwehave
nothing,yetpossessingallthings.

MoneyisforadvancingtheKingdom ofGod.Ourmotivesfordesiringmoneymust
bepure.Youragendamustbefortheadvancementofthekingdom ofGodandnot
toearnalivingortosurvive.Youwillneverhaveenoughforyourselfwhenyour
mentalityistosurviveormakeendsmeet.Youbarelymakeenoughwhenyourgoal
istoosmall,onlyyouandyourfamily.Youwillbecontentwithtoolittle.Ifyougota



milliondollarsorevenabilliondollarsforyouandyourfamilyyouwouldeasilybe
content.Howeverwhenyourgoalistoendworldpoverty,forexample,evenabillion
dollarsistoolittleforyourvision.Youmustdesiretohavemoneytopursueyour
God-givenvision,toadvancetheagendaofGodontheearth.Whenyoudothat,
becauseofthesizeofyourvision,yourenergyincreasesanddoorsopenforyouto
largeramountsofmoneythanyouwouldhavehadifyouonlyfocusedonyourself
andyourfamily.ImagineifHenryFordhadfocusedononlybuildingcarsforhimself
andhisfamily.Hecouldonlyhaveproducedafew cars,noonewouldknow him.
Theworldwouldnotberememberinghim almostahundredyearslater.HenryFord
becamewealthyandthegenerationsofhisfamilyafterhim becausehehadabig
vision;hedreamtofproducingcarsfortheworld.

Whenyouarelivingforsomethinggreaterthanyou,thenyouaresuccessful.When
youworkforthekingdom ofGodanditslargergood,italwaysbenefitsyou.Makeup
yourmindthattheonlythingyouarelivingforandworkingforisGodandHis
Kingdom.

UsemoneyforthepurposeofsubduingyourareaofcallingforGod.Eachoneof
ushasaparticularspherewherewearecalledtobringthevaluesandvirtuesofGod,
God’sorder,HisrighteousnessandHisprinciplesinto.TheBibleshowsusthatwe
have allbeen reconciled to God and we have been given the ministry of
reconciliation.43

Moneymeetsneeds.Onceweknowthelawsofmoneyandwemastermoney,we
candirectitonhow andwheretogo,whatneedstomeetandwhatcausesto
accomplish.Wearenottofollowthedictatesofmoney,wedirectmoneywhereto
goandwhattodo.Todothiswemustconquermoney,firstbyovercomingourown
greed,lustoftheeye,lustofthefleshandtheprideoflife.Wemustdealwithour
emotions,ourdesires,ourpassions,ouregoandtheurgetoshowoff.Regulateand
controlyourwants,wishes,appetiteandtastes.Whenyoureceivemoneyandare
notimmediatelydriventospendit,thenyoucandirectmoney.

Itisimportanttorememberwhendealingwithmoney,thatmoneyiscreatedto
serveus.Wewerenotcreatedtoservemoney;wewerecreatedtoserveGod.God
andGodaloneistheoneweloveandliveforwithourall.Havingaproperand
correctvalue system sets us free from the enslavementofmoney and the
deceitfulnessofriches;moneyceasestorunyou.OurdrivebecomesservingGod
andHispeople;ouragendabecomestofulfillourpurposeandtherebyadvancing
theKingdom ofGodontheearth.

Makemoneyyourslave.Usemoneytoadvancethekingdom ofGodbyfulfilling
yourpurpose,tofreeyoutofocusonyourcall.Buildyoursecuredfinancialfuture.
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