SPOTLIGHT
SOLVING AN ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN MYSTERY
Poge 3

SUNDAY. June 30, 2000
Dl Higgah 24 1445
www.arabmnews, com

SLOW TO HARD-LINERS

Iranian
reformist
wins first

round

e Pezeshkian beats Jalili for Ist place
e J face each other in July 5 run-oft

.‘FF .:-_'l i

Masoud Pereshkian, Iran’s
sole reformist candidate,
has risen from relative
obscurity to leading the
votes in the first rouand of
the country’s presidential
elections, stunning
supporters and rivals alike.

Pezeshkian, 69, won the largest
nmber of voies in a first round
on Friday that saw him face off
against three fgures from the
conservative camp, all vying 1o
replace late presient Ebrahlm
Raisi who died i a helicopter
crash last month.

He parmered more than
10400000 votes, while ulira-
conservative  lormer  nuclear
negotiator Saeed Jalili came in
second place with mwore than
D400,000 vodes. The two will
compie against each other ina
runcff voie next Friday.

In the lead-up to the elections,
Irans main  reformist  coall-
tion threw its weight behind
Pereshkian, with former Presi-
dents Mohammad Khatami and
the moderate Hassan Rouhani
deckaring support for his hid.

Pezeshkian's push for Iran's
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MEDAL HAUL

Five Saudi students [rom
Mawhiba have won medals at
thie Junior Ballkan Mathematical
Cymipiad 20204 P4

~ SAUDI DOCTORS

Saudi doctors are training
thedr Indomesian colleagues
in pediatric heart surgery
and helping expand acoess (o
children’s cardiac care. P8

CAR INDUSTRY

Saudi automotive industrny s
expenicncing signihcant growith,
driven by povernment-led
pnitalves. P

presidency comes amid heighi-
ened regional tenslons over the
Gaga war, a dispute with the
Wiest over Iran's nuclear program
and domestic disconlent over
thee state of Irans sanctions-hit
EOOEGTTY.

The outspoken heart surgeon
had publicly criticized Use Raisi
eovernament over its handling of
the death In cusiody of Iranlan
Kurd Mahsa Amini. who had
been  arrested  for  allegedly

FASTFACT

Pezeshkian garnered more
than 10,400,000 votes, while
ex-nuclear negotiator Jallli
cams in sscond place with
more than 9,400 000 votes.

violating the countrys strict
chress code for women,

Pezeshkian was borm on Sepl.
201954, in the city of Mahabad
in the northwestern province of
West Azerbaljan,

He has represented Tabriz in
pariament sinee 2008, seroed
ks health minister in Khatami's
povernment, and  supervised
sending medical teams to the
fromt during the Iran-Irag war.

SAUDI
ARABIA

SAUDICULTURE,
LANDSCAPE

IN FOCUS

AT RIYADH
SHOWCASE page s

OPINION
CAN WE
ENVISION
AWORLD
WITHOUT
NUCLEAR
WEAPONS?

By Yosal Mekelberg
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isrnoll left-wing nctivists take part bn an antl-government demonstration In the coastal city of Tel Aviv on Saturday, demanding an end to the Gara war_ 5F9,

MIDDLE EAST WAR

Israeli ground, air attacks pummel Gaza

Saudi Arabia condemns Israeli approval of settlement expansion in West Bank

Arnbh NMows . ~ociah

Explosions,  airstrikes  and
punfire rattled northern Gaza
on Saturday, the thirvd day of an
I=racli military operation that
has uproofed tens of thousands
of Palestinians and compounded
what the UN called “onbearable™
living conditlons In the termitory,

Flamas and Islamic Jihad said
they were engaged n ongoing
fighting with Isracli forces there.

Israels military sud its opera-
LS were continuing i Shujaiva
where fighting "above and below

the ground” left a3 “large number™
of mrllitants dead.

A UN spokeswoman, Louise
Watendge, said she had just
returned (o central Gaza after
[our weels outside the territory.

“It's meally unbearable” she
zail, describing a “significantly
deteriorated” situation.

“Theres nowater there, there's
no sanilation, theres no food”
and p=ople are retuming to live
in "empiy shells™ of buildings.

Saudi Arabia, meanwhile,
condemned  sraels  decision
to expand settlements in the

PLIGHT

NUMBER

37,834

Palestinians have baen killed
in leranl's Gaza offensive.

occupbed West Bank,

% Foreign Ministry aflirmed
the “"Ringdom’s categoncal
rejection of the ongoing Isracli
violations of international law.”

It also wamed of the “dire
CoOnsequences” if [sracli

authorities continued with the
seftlement expansion plans.
Ismarls  hard-line  finance
munister sakd on Thursday that
the povernment wottld promaote

West Bank  settbements  and
punitive measuncs against the
Palestinian Authority in response
o Palestinian meoves  against
Israel on the iIntematbonal stage.

A senior Hamas official, Osama
Ham«dan, sad there has been no
progress in ceasefine falks with
Israel over Lhe Gaza war,

Yemeni pilgrims stuck in RSA after Houthis seize planes

American, British jets pound militia targets in Taiz, Hodeidah amid escalating ship attacks

Saeed Al-Batat] 4140000

At feast 1000 Yemend pilerims
are stranded in Saudh Arabda
after the Houthis seized Yemenia
Adrways flights that would carry
them @rom the Ringdom o
Houthi-held Sanaa, the Yemeni
povernment said on Saturday.
Last week, the Houthis seised
three Yemenia alreraft at Sanaa
alrpoet
from returning to Saudi Arabia'’s
Jeddah afrport to carry Yemend
pllgrims  home, causing  the
Yemem governmenl o accuse

andd  prevented  them

v
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The Houthls have selzed three Yemania jots at Sanaa alrpert. Socal rosdis

the Houthis of "hijacking” the
planes and worsenkng Yemenis'
misery,

The Houthi Ministry of Trans-
portation admitted on Thursday
that the planes were seized, and

vowed to take controd of Yemenia
Abrways, reschesdule Nights from
Yemeni airports, including those
controdled by the Yemeni gpovern-
meend, anmdd repalr planes al Sanaa
Airport, accusing the Yemeni

government of plundering the
COMPAany s Fevenies.

In other developments, US and
British jeis struck Houthi targets
in two Yemeni provinces as the
militla escalated thelr drone,
migsile, and drone boat attacks
o ships.

Houthi media reported that US
and UR planes carried out four
airsirikes on Hodeidah airport in
the western provinee of Hodedoa,
as well as lour more airstrikes on
iocations in Mawivah dhistrict of
the southern provinee Take over
the last 24 hors,

The latest roamd of alrstrikes
pecurred  alter  the  Houthis
claimed to have targeted ships in
the Red Sea and Mediterrancan
with ballistic missiles, drones,
and explozive-laden drone boats
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== Radar

During my official visit to Brazil, 1 met
with ambassadors of the GCC coun-
tries in Brazdl and heard thelr kdeas for
strengthening Gull relations.

Jasem Al-Budoiwl
0T senia b y- e

Riyadh

Padel

Sports enthusiasts are in-

vited Lo try a game of padel, a
racket sport of Mexican origin,
typically plaved in pairs on an
enclosed court slightly smaller
than a doubles tennis court.
Further details can be fonnd
on experiences. suplift com.

AlUln

City Walk

City Walk returns for the fourth
consecuiive year with games,
activities, retall shops and
restaurants, offering an ideal
entertainment destination for
Families. Doors open at 6 pom.

Haha

Night safari

Embark on an exploration of
Sharaan Naiure Heserve, using
LW towrch lighis to safely ahserve
scorplons, snakes and other
nociurnal wildlife, To book the
trip, visit expertencealuls.com.

Asmer

Al-Habala Park

Enjoy panoramic views, cable
car rices, hish grecnery with
hidden waterfalls, camp-

ing opporiunities, play areas
For children, and a variety of
dining options for families
secking both tranguility and
adventure. For more details,
chasck visitsandil.com,

atedi Minister of Communica-
tions and Information
Technology Abdullah
Al-Swaha on Saturday met US

secretary of Commerce Gina Raimon-

[ heRegister

THE FICTURES THAT

MARK THE DAY

1

do in Washington.

The two sides discussed strength-
ening the sirategic partnership
between their countries to support
the gprowth of the digital economy in

the region, the Saudi Press Apency
reported.

The Kingdom's Ambassador to the
LIS Princess Reema bint Bandar was
also present at the meeting.

[ I !i" (!l Jr( :':Tl’ Eﬂdiﬂg Todarys feof foprices expleeined by Aseeera Afvid

UrPr FOR GRABS

Ripley Castle
&~

The Ripley Castle estate in
Hirrogate, Engdand, which
has been owned by the Tngal-
by family for more than 700
vears, will go up for sale later this year,
Its current owners, Sir Thomsas and
Lascly Tngzilbwy, wall, sccording to a report

by the BBC, hikely be selling the 14th-cen-

tury castie, its grounds and coffec shops,
as well 25 the Boar’s Head public house.

“Nost of the estate’s enterprises will
comtine to trace as normal and our val-
ned clients, enyplovees and temsands will
he advised at the earliest opportunity of
any chamges to this plan,” the family sakd
i a statement,

A price has not been determined by
estate agent Carter Jonas, but they said
that the details will he available “after
Oxcbobwer”

The castle was acquired by Thomas
Ingilby in the late 1300= as the dowry for

his marriage io heiress Edeline Thwenge.

American R&B and soul
sinEer-songwTiter Smokey
Fobdnzon performed at New
York's historic Apollo The-
ater for the first ime m akmost a decade
on Saturday nighi.

The 84-vear-odd music lepend, whose
career spans eight decades, s knoawn

as the artist that shaped RER for futiine
generations

Referencing a break he toolk back in
1972, he told PEOPLE in a new interview,
*I tried retinng one time and 1 didn't
work for me, man™

He added: “1 o living my impos-
sibbe childhood dream, Tam
chodme whiat T hove anc it is a
bilessingg, 1 love mwsic, and |
always hawve, before [ even
knew that 1 was ever going to

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

'LIVING MY CHILDHOOD DREAM

Smokey Robinson

have a carcer”

He recalled his childbood and said be
wis fortunate to have grown up “in a
home where there was alwavs misic”

He explained: *T had two older sksters
and myy mom, and they were always
playing music — blues, gospel, jaze, clas-
sical, evervihing. 1 grew up with a greast
dlose of music, and I've always loved
msic. Music is very, very, veny cssental
throughout my life and in my life, So
veih, man, [ am a music bver”

On returning to the Apollo’s stage,

hie said, " The Apollo is traditional
for Biack music. It has been
the stepping stone for 50
iy Black artists, and
[ just think that it'sa
wonderful place for me
because of that”

Todaqys
Number

S84k

The munbcipality in Mackinal
rernoved 84,000 cubic meters
of construction and demdali-
tion waste from various sites,
166 illegal billboards, and | 455
sipuare meters of graflin as
part of its plans Lo preserve
the urban landscape, Saudi
Press Agency reported.

WhosWho

Dr. Carina
Lanfredi

r. Carina Lanfredi is an

executive director at

Diriyah Gate, a peos|-

tion she has held since
May 2023

she is responsible for
revamping and restruciuring
the group’s procuremenl
coniract and claims manage-
ment function, aliEning kocal
needls with cope corporiate
olyjectives, and enhancing
governance and redefining
process flows.

In addition, she contributed to
strengthening partnerships and
resolving large-scale claims and
cisputes

Before taking on this mole,
shie worked as a contract and
claims management consultant
between 2020 and 2023 and led
a team of five on cross-sector
prajects in five countries,

Some of her dutbes included
providing strategc consultancy
and guidance, as well as advice
to improve business efficiencies.

Lanlredi was the group
extcutive director of Yeon
Procurement in the Netherlands
from 2008 to 2020, Her duties
incliuded restruecturing contract
management functions on three
continents: Europe, Africa and
Asi.

During the period between
2002 andd 2007, she worked ai
Thyssen-Rrupp. Billinger AG
and Slemens In Germany in
several beadership robes,

Arab Mews J=ddan

® The "Imagnary A" show it
Inbai is an Al-enhanced multisen-
sory dining expernence celebrating
etght fconic artists from the labe-Eith
amel earky-200h centuries. Crested by
chel Viadimir Mukhin, the event fe-
tures an eight-course mena in which
each dish is mspired by a differemt
artwork. Held at Erasota Dubai until

the endd of the month

& Join the: workshops al the Al-lassi
Handicrall Centre and help preserve
Bahrain's cubiural heritage. Kunning
uniil Ang. 31, the sessions offer a
hamls-on experience of 3 varety of
tracitional crafts, inchading coment
works, copper shaping and other ar
tisinal techmgques. For more ditails,
visit calendar,bh,

® A Siweak Peek™ Exhibation at Q-

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Lk Aitoe Mesesimn explores the pasi,

pireseril, and Reture of the automo- dunie 355 Fajr  Bumriss
e amd its impact on global ke and Mukcah ATl 538
cuttture, [t also oelebrates the missson

to drive culiure forward and (o in- M I Q.02 G:32
:-:]'||I1-'[|'||‘.|'r|':q.1 -,;-;-|'u-|?nm1 of Innowia- Beadh 495 K
bots, clesigners, engineers, collectons,

anel pobicymiakers through a shared Abha &:0 5:34
passton for cars. The exhibition will Dt -ty -

ruin wtil Jan, 26, 2025,

Exhughi Asr Maghreb sk
222 4:41 F G 235
12:23 3:43 T2 8:42
154 3156 i 8:14
12:11 334 G:48 B8
1141 207 .35 B0
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When I saw the enlarged photographs
of the objects, 1 could clearly see
Lhe cartouche ol a King.

Frederic Poyrawdeau

Egvpioksgal ol Sorbonng Urkaersily

lont

?ESEARCH ARAB
| NEWS

ARCHEOQLOGY

Answer to
an ancient
Egyptian

A fragment of a previously
overlooked coffin was found to
bear the name of one of Egypt’s
most famous rulers — Ramses I

The royal cartowches was found to Include Ramsas’ name In hieroglyphics,
above, as was a fragment of his sarcophagus. bottom. Sopplied

The existence of a fragment of

Jonathan Gormall Lo _ .
his samophagies, se4 within the

The ooffin, maln, ond mumermy, abowe and below, of the Anolent Egyptian
pharaoh Ramses N, were discovered near Luxor in 1881, Getty Images

of hard resd gramite, represented
"a much greater allocation of
time amd resources mvolved
in s construction” they
wrote, than would have been
O expended on the sarcophagus

1_,' af evens a hikgh official,
i

This  suggrested  the
M original owner “had access
tx royval-level workshops
and materials.” and might
have been a prince by the
name of Meryamunre of
Mervamun

"1 was nod really conyvinoed
by the reading of the inscrip-
tons,” said Payraudear.

"l already suspected that
this fagment was  from
the sarcophagzus of a king
partly because of the ouality
of the obgect, which is very well
carved, but alse because of the
decoration.”

This consisted of scenes from
the Book of Gates, an anchemt
Egyvptian funerary lexl reserved
almost exclusively for Kings,

“Tt s knosvm k0 the Valley of the
Ring= on e walls of the tombs,
and on the sarcophags of the
kings, and it was used only by one
person, who was nod a King, in a
batier periocd

“Bul this 15 an exceplion,

During excavations carrded foor of the monastery, as the
oul al the ancient site of atthors of a paper published in
Abydos in Egypl In 2009, 200 surmised, owed something
archeologists made an b Apa Moses' “persecution of
unexpecied discovery local pagan temples” and was
— the remains of a lost “perhaps the result of the fervor
Coptic monastery, believed  with which his followers disman-
to have been founded In thad pagan structures and tombs
the 5th century CE by throughout Abvdos.”

the leader of the Coptic Amd that is where the story
church, Apa Moses. might haveendied, but for Frederic

That was [ascinating enough,
but even bigeer surprses would
CIMCTEL.

Decp within the excavated
ruins of the monastery, archeobo-
gists from the Egyptian Ministry
of State for Antiquities made
a ciscovery that shone a vivid
light on the tensions that existed
between the early Coptic church
and the romnants of Egypls

“pagan” past.
Priesseed o service a5 a hoohle

doorstep within  the monas-
tery was a phece of red granite,
measuring L7 meters long and half
a5 widle.

O it was a partial mscrption
that revealed 1t was part of the
sarcophages of Menkheperre, the
high priest of Amun-Ra who railed
the south of Egypt between 1045
ancl 949 BCE

The hnd seemed to solve one
mystery — where Menkheperre
had been buried. Previously it was
tsought that he must have been
entombed near his power base at
Thebes, ina grave vet to be discoy-
eredl Mow, it seemied, he had been
i bo rest in Abavdos,

Pavraudean, an Egypiologist at
Sorbonme University in Paris,

Avman Damram and  Revin
Cahml, the Egypilian and American
archeologizts who had discovered
the Pragment, recognized from
the ouiset that the sarcophagus
had had another oocupeant before
Menkheperre.

They saw that earlier inscrip-
tons had been overwritten and
sigpested the omgnal owner
miight have been an
unkmown royal prince,

The fragment, made

and it would have been
viery stramge fora prince
to have used this text
— and especlally a
prince that we hadn
heard of”

The plhdoeraphs
published with  the
paper woere of foo low
quality to confirm his
sispicions, so he asked the
author 1o send him high-resole-
thon copies. “And when T saw
the enlarped photographs of the
objects, 1 could clearly see the
cartouche of a King."

A cartouche 15 an oval ame,
underscored at one end ancd
containing a name written in
hleroghphics, that was used to
inchicate rovalty. This one  pead
“User-Maat-Ra Setep-en-Rar”
Trunslated roughly as "The
justice of Ha is
powerful, Chosen
of Ka”™ it was the
throne Tk
of one of the
L _ masl  lamois  rulers
SRR e Y of ancient Egvpt —

o P il a AR ' Ramses I1.
Hamses [, who miled
oo 1279 to 1215 BCE,
w8 regaded as one of the most
: Tk powerful  warrior-pharohs  of

S ancicnt Egypt, known o genera:
"-, tions of subsequent malers and
theirr  submects as  the “greal
ancestor.”

Hiz was the longest reign
in Egyptian history and he is
depicted In more than 3040
often codossal statues  found

\STFACTS

* Ramsas I, who ruled
from 1278 to0 1213 BCE.

is regarded as one of the
mast powerful warrior-
pharachs of ancient Egypt.

= His was the longest relgn
in Egyptian history and hea s

depicted in more than 300
colossal statues across
the ancient kingdom.

across Lhe ancient kingdom

Upom hes death, afler a reign that
Lasted 67 years, he was buried in
a tomb in the Valley of the Kings
Becausse many of the tombs were
bater booitecl, one off hils suoorssors,
Rameses IX, who ruled from 129 (o
1111 BCE, had many of the remains
moved for safekeeping to a secme
tenb i Deir El-Bahar, a mecrog:-
olis om the Mile oppaosite the citv of
Luxor, There they lay undisturbed
for almwost 3,000 yvears until thedr
chamce discovery bw a goat-herder
i kol 1RG0

It wasmaot untl 1881 that Egyplol-
ogists goi wind of the extraor-
dinary find, and there amongs
the more than 50 mummies of
pharachs, each labeled with

the details of who they
were and where they

had been  originally

baaried. was Hamses [L

He was ina beautifully

carved pedarwood

coffine Originally, this
wotld orclinarily  have
been placed  inside a
molden  coffin lost to
antiquity — which in tum
woulkd have been howsed within
an alabaster sarcophagus, which
itselfl was then placed inside a
stone sarcopligis.

Smeall frngments of the alabaster
sarcophagus, which had presam-
ghly been shatiered by looters,
were found in his original iomb
in the Valley of the Kings, OfF the
gramile  sucophagus,  however,
Ehere was o siEm — until now,

In acdditbon W0 ondinary grave
robbers, evenn  the authorities
tocds part in the looting, recyching
sarcophag for their own wse, That
= how Menkheperre came o be
bauried ina sarcophagus previoasly
dsee] by Ramees [L Payvraudesu
s nol convinced that the use of a
fragment of the sacophagus in
the building of the Sth-ceniury CE
Copdie monastery wis necessarily
an act of disrespect.

“When they built this monas:
tery, they dikin't know that they
were feising the sarcoplagus of
Ramses, becase by this time o
one had been able to read hiero-
glyphis for about 500 yvears”

The one remaming myvstery mow
was where in Abydos Menkheperre
was ortgimally burjed
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News Saudi Arabia

HONOR

audi students win

medals at junior
math Olympiad

SUCCESS |5 }htl'l ol achievements in various 24 lobal contests

Armb Mews Hyadr

Five saudl students from
the King Abdulaziz and His
Companions Foundation For
Gilledness and Creativity
(Mawhiba) have earmed

International acckim by
winning medals at the

Junior Halkan Mathematical
Olymplad 2024,

The competifion, held in Turkpqe
from June 2530, featured 130
sfudlents from 22 countries.

Abdidlah bin Tarkg Al-Amer,
from the Eastern Frovinee Educa-
tion Department, seoured a sikver
medal  Bronze medals were
awarded to Mohammed Shaiban,
from the Jubail Industrial City
Hoval Commission Edwcation
Department: Bilal A-Hugaili, from
the Madinah Education Depart-
ment; Fatimah Al-Marhoon, from
the Easterm Province Education
Department; and Arar Al-Ajami,
from  the Rivadh Education
Departmetl,

Amal Al-Hazaa, general dirsctor

of Mawhiba, sakd that the victory
underscores  the  collaborative
efforts between the ofganiza
tion and M= strategw partner,
the Mmistry of Education, in
achieving the ohjectives of Saudi
Vision 30300

Al-Hazan praised the capabili-
tiew of the Sandi students,
acknowledsing their numerois

FASTFACTS

#® This marks the 13th
|:|l.rtI|:-I|:|-.u.l;I|:|n of the Saudi
team in the Junior Balkan
Mathematical Olympiad.

® Over the years, the Saudi

team has amassed a total
of 38 medals, including nine
godd, 22 silver, and 2T bronze.

international achievements,
which contribute to butlding the
countrys future and enhancing
its human capdcal,

This marks the 13th participe-
tian of the Sauch team in the Junior

Halkan Mathematical Obvmpiad.
Cver the years, the Saudl team
has amassed a total of 58 medals,
inclheding nine gold, 22 slver, and
27 bronze.

sSaiedi Arabia’s suocess at the
junior Obymplad s part of a
broader serwes of achbeverments
in varions global competitions,
represented by the Minkstry of
Education and Mawhiba,

Stuckents  selected  for  the
competiion underwent a series
of rigorous tests conducted by
Mawhiba during an intensive
tradning pervod. Team members
received several years of focused
training under the gudance
of mnational amnd intematiosnal
trainers,

The Junmior Ballkan Mathemat-
ical Olymipdad, organized annually
by one of the Ballan coamitries and
Cypres, held fes magural conmgpe-
tition n Yugostavia in 19497, Each
participating country ficlds a team
of up to six siudents under the age
of 15 &t the start of the competi-
ton, which takes place over a

sEF ke cay,

ag N
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The dalegation met with Matiubakhon Sattoryon, Tafidston's culture minlster, und several ministry offscials. S

BOOSTING TIES

Shourah Council meets lop officials in Tajikistan

:'Ll'l.h Mowsa

A delegation from the Shourah
Coumncils Saudi-Talik-Uzbek
Parliamentary Friendship
Commitiee recently met with top
officials during an official visit to
Tajikistan,

Lesh b Mohaimimeo] Al-Tarba, the
committes chairman, the delosa-
Hon met with Deputy Minister
of Forelgn Affairs of Tajikistan
Fartukh Sharifzock ot the Minlstry
of Foredgn Affairs in Dushanbe

The deputy mimster welcomed
thee Saudi  delezation, praisimg
the strong relations between the

two countnes and landing Sauch
Arahias global leadershap, Saudi
Press Apency reported.

Al-Tarba expressed gratitude for
the warm reception and afirmed
the depth of the bilateral ties.

During the wvisit, the delegza-
tion al=o mel with Matlubalkchon
sallomyon, the cullure minesber,
and scveral ministry officials.

sattorivon  highlichied  the
importance  of  deep-rooted
cubtural  relaftions  between  the
two countries, and prased Sanacdi
Arahia’=s mternateonal leadership,

They  discussed  cultural
cidlaboration amd th

HIGHLIGHT

The delegation visited the
Murek hydroelectric power
plant, where thay mot with
plant efficlals, toured the
facilities, and received a
briefing on the construction

phases, dams, and services
provided by the plant,

Importance il .=.-|'||.rl.'|.'|'i|.=-.||'|=.'.
the rich historncal herlage of
both nations. The mecting also
explored avenuces for coopera-

ton in the cultural sector,

1 heSpace

@#e Moody’s affirms

KSA’s credit rating at Al

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZ

lobal credit rating agency Moody's
has affirrmed Saud Araba's cradit
Ell:iI'IE' at Al with a positive cutlook.
The rating is based on the
Kingdom's strong econamy
supported by its vast hydrooarbon endowment,

mproving institutions, policy effectivensss and
robust balance sheet, incheding large foreign

currency buffers.

it iz alao based on an assessmant of the
significant progress made by the govarnment
since 2006 in mplementing its broad-based
reforms agenda and the effectiveness of its
macrogconomic and fiscal policies.

Moody's expects the Kingdom
to continue implemeanting langs
diversfication projects in support
of nenkwdrocarbon aconomas
growth as they are designed to be
machular and commercialized in
phases

The agmncy sald the poaltive
ourtheok also reflactad the

aconomic and imvestrment reforms

m vanous non-oil sectors that would, over time, lead
to a material decine in the Kingdom's economic and

fiscal refance on hydrocarbons.

Despite the strong rating, Moody's cited several
potential soveraign fsks aftachad to the oyolical

decinaes in oll demand and prices and longstanding

repional geopolitical ks

For example, the agency assurmes that al voluntary
ol production outs in Saudi Arabia 'will remain in place
until the end of this year, before they are gradually
urwolnd from 2025 in line with global demand
growth. At the same tims, subdued ol production
will weigh on the govesnmant's fiscal balanca, which Tiakal

Mocdy's expects will remain in deficit at about 3-4
percant of gross domestic praduct in 2024-25,
compared to a deficit of 2 parcent in 2023

The agency expects the Kingdom's real GDP to
eapand by 2-2.8 percent in 2024 and by abouwt B
percent in 2026, led by robust economic acthity in
thes nenhydrocarbon sector

| belierve that Moody's has fairdy rated the

Kingdom's credit strength, conshdering the

88
The agency expecis
the hingdom to

continne implementing
large diversification

projects in support

of nonhydrocarbon
ceonomic growth.

debt.

fustuations in global ol prices and the Kingdom's
woluntary ol outs of LS million barrels to support
QFEC+ cuts until the end of this year, aiming to
achieve and sustain a stable ol market.

Moody's assumes that ol prices
will envarage 382 per barrel in 2024
and $75 n 2025, Basad on its
assumption, the Kingdom's publc
chebst ks kel to rise to about 30
percant of GDP in 20256 from 26
percent in 2023, which is still within
the govemment’s target

The govermmant will continee to
have a strong balance sheat given
its sirzable financal assets which

will mitigate the effect of the increase in the public

The Kingdom's positive ocutleok reflects its

suctessful econome: and financial reforms In
lime with Vision 2030, which seeks to significantly
reduce the country's economic and fiscal rellance
of ofl revenuas.

Finaly, the diversification of the H:ingdn-r'n':

eoonoy mrcd the r:u.rge FI:I-I':IEI'I CLETmenC bufTers wil
suppoart its economy and financial position in the
owent of unexpected global economic shoclks,
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Culture

Over 30 lhrmers

take partin Tabuk
honey lestival

Alore than 50 Rrmers amd
beckeepers are taldng part in the
Honesy and Agricadturl Products
Festival at Tabuak Park.

Cmgamized by the local anm of the
Aimisiry of Emvironment, Water
and Agriculiure, the fve-day eveni
provicles a platform 1o peoiaete the
reggionys agmicnliural prosducts and
leach people about beekeepimg
making honey and lots more,

Thiere are also kots of activites
fonr Emilies to enggoy, Inchsding
handicrafts and paindine.

The ministry sakd it was keen
tw suappmart docs Gmners ad hedp
I||.:'|||1:-'|.'-|_'|'|;|||:|||‘|'|:|:|Il-|'r|_|,;|-':-=.

Homwey has long hetd a specal
place in Saudi culture, cultrvated
by beclkeepers across the region
SPA Tabuk

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Serving visitors

Madinah roads
gothrough
repair works

The Dield teams ol Madinah
Mundeipalbty are contimuing then
waork o malntain and repadr the
roeel petwark in Ui holy cigy,

This week they hetped to
maindaim 24, 280 linear meters
of main and vtermal voads, while
repalring 2566 s, meters of
[l s ] legaresssionis, 10
adclition o removing several ilkegl
spend bumps.

Field teams also conclocted
H75 totars for pemeral cleaning,
isinderting some 7186 bocations
with chemicals.

Thee tesrs ilso atterriped 1
sty thes duaadity' of matersls while
calmving oul thedr projects, They
fookoed at 32 samyles of surfaces,
inchading foawr ssphalt samples, 37
comcrete and one soll. SPA Madinah

Residency laws

13, 115 violators

of Saudi laws
arrested

SOl Dekd camgaigm oo moriior
and apprehend veolators of
residency, wark, and border-
sty Lvws inall regsons ol the
Fimsgrlom, carmied out from June
20 1o 46, has resulted in the amvests
of 15,485 ool

Authorities apprehernsded 3,250
peopde For vialating Sawxl borcder-
security regulations, anc L4532
others for violating the Kingdom's
worls rniles.

Aceording to alficials, 1,063
peopde were cauglil trving to enter
the Kingdom illegally, of whom
o prete Tl Weere [rom Ve,
&2 percent fram Ethiopia, and
2 percent firom other countres
Another 66 people were caught
trying to deave the Ringdom
llezally. Riyadh

.' Faollow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews



ARAB NEWS Sunday, June 30, 20k24 3
News Saudi Arabia
INTERMIX RESIDENCY
L L
Saudi culture, landscape in the
L L
spotlight at Riyvadh showcase
15 local, global artists present work inspired by fusion of visual arts, fashion

e i HIGHLIGHT
(e sorumd Tutmrmeis The Intermi
Residency offers entry program is fully funded and
ey e
cultural elements at the
center of their work. sustainability thems, she uses

S 15 ereators worked tomether
over 10 weeks 1o develop their
o artistic visbon bspired by the
fusion of visual arts and fashion,
and centered around themes of
transformation. innovation, amsd
sustainalylity,

Hallan visual artist Ivo Cotand
todd Arab MNews: “The resichency
thas) pushed me forward a bot., I've
seen (it not just in my produc-
tions, bt byl being ovsell in
my art. I feel more mature amd
comfortable with what I'm doing”

His artwork “1 Am MNature™ s a

combination of various mediums
and 15 mspired by local flora amd
faumna. His studio showcases small
ceramic sculptures of oryxes,
camels, eagles and other animals,
abstract floral paintings, and
animal-like flower masks
made with the help of two
artisans,

He added: “Whenever
[ work, I'm ablways
relating to the land in
soime way. 1 have bheen
looking al mature and
the desert, and 1 also
visited Al amd saw the
tombs and eagles there.
From there [ started
ereating amnd stwdving
the animals of the
desert. ['was thinking
of embodying nature
in some way, ancd
then I thought of masks.”

The open stadio’s
artworks delve infto the
intricackes of human
experience, exploring
how individuals embody
memories, emokions,
andd imterpretive codes

that shape relationships
between  onescll,  daily
Lifie, and the natural world,
producing an archive of

experiments,  research,
el possibilities

Sauch visual artest Maram

Alsuliman’s “Fragments of

background amd interest in tradi-
tion. She imvestigates the why,
how, and impact of lorgotten,
disconmtined traditions, which
are anly temporanly preserved
thivugh oral transmission.

tobd Arab News: “My
family's from Najran bui | was
born amd raised i Jeddah, =o

Egyptian faskhion designar Samala
Abolozz's abstraot wearables

Installations demonstrats
sleamaits of the caravan jeumey
from Egypt to Makkah.

Iruet: Kuwaltl artist Miha Alasakar
usas her own body as a loom for ‘
wamving as she contemplates the She:
cemplex relationship between body
mrd land. &AM chotos

I've alwavs had this curiosity 1o
know more about Nagran, While
its even difficult for me to leamn
about it, though my parents are
framm there, how will others leam?
v fislt like i my responsghility

o document and tell people aboat
it through my art.”
Mirroring the residency

objects that are discarded, like
date seeds and broken coffee cups,
to create absivect shapes that are

then screen printed onto bagss.
The natural black dye 15 made
from broken-down date seeds.

Alsuliman added: * My dad used
1o bring dates hack from MNajran in
these plastic bags. For him he was
carrying food, bat 1 wanted to use
them o carry my traditions.”

Allan  Alsahll, a Syrian Pales-
tinkan designer bom and ragsed
in the IS, incorporates material
manipulation and repetition to tell
stories that are rooted in culiure
andd space, Her Intermix project
explores the idbea of preservation
throwrh architecture in Riyadh
and beyond. Inspired by the trian-
gular peometrical patterns of
Najdi traditional mud buildings,
Alsahli creates fashion picces out
of clay, rope and fahric.

Her first ensembde jolns each

handmade ceramic piece with
thread to holdd it together. The
other i constructed using the
throw-away muslin fabric, which
B used as a protodvpe by most
designers, linked together In
rope, The process of connecting
cach clement 1o the other symbaol-
tzes a hope of preservation.

POETIC TRADITION

UNESCO-inscribed oral tradition reflects enduring bond between Arabs and camels

Arab News Riyadh
Ak, a folk art passed down

through  generations  acmoss
Arabian socicties, cmbodies the
deep connection between camels
ancd lncals,

Camel herders use Alheda’a —a
combination of soumds, mestures,
and sometimes muskcal nstru-
ments — o communicate with
their camels, These thythmic
expresstons, mspired by poctry,
form a3 unique vocabulary that
camels seem (o understand and
by,

Accortling to a reporl by the
Saudi Press Apency published on
Tane 29, herders use Alhedaa 1o
guide their camels through the

tesert, Aind pastures for graznng,
and prepare them for watering,
milking, and riding. It also allows
them to quickly gather the herd
bogether in case of sandstorms.
Historical accounts credit
Mudar bin Nizar with having
invented Alheda’s. After a fall
from his camel, he kept crying
“Wakdah! Wakdah!™ {Oh, my
hamd!). The camels began moving,
thus beginning the tradition of
using vocal cues to puide camiels,
Early Alhedaa — mimicked
natural camel noises — herders
would urge thefr animals along
with sounds including “Heh,"
“Iiofh,” amnd "[ah” These vocal-
izations, along with rajaz (shor,
improvised  poems),  are still

Camel harders
use Aheda’'a - a
combination of
sounds, gestures,
and somctimes
miu=sical
instruments — to
communicate with
their camels. =56

used today, but their use varies and

depending on the environment.
Orver time, Alheda'a has evolved
mte a more pocte  artform,
with distinct styles and vocabu-
larv. It has imcorporated deeper

meanings,  sung
balanced rhythms.

Sawdi folk herilage researcher
Ihrahim Al-Ehaldi told the SPA
that Alhedan was “essential™ for
nomadic caravans, It typecally

VETHRESR,

mvolved two people reciting
simphe rhiymning verses in wnison,
a practioe that helped encourage
the camels while extracting water
from wells.

For larger water-exiraction
tasks, where gathering distant
camels was crucial, up to four
people might recite Alhedsa
Thedr vodoes, carried in the quiet
of the desert night or dawn,
woukd travel a great distance.

The chairman of the Sauwdi
society for Camel Studdies, Dr
Mohamoeed Al-Oiaibi, dold the
SPA that Alheda'a exisied in
pre-Isdamic  times. The  shorl,
immpactful chants helped gather
camels, guide their movemenis,
anc direct them back to their

resting places.

Inscribed In 2022 on  the
UNESCD Representative List of
the Intangibde Cultural Heritage
of Humamnity, Alheda'a has variows
specific chants — for departure,
travel, watering, sathering, and
drawing water from wells

Camels hold a unigque place in
Arab society, Hecognizing this
rich cultural heritage, the Camel
Club was established in Saudi
Arabia under the directives of
Ring Salman in 2017

The Mimistry of Culiure even
declared 2024 “Year of the
Camel” in honor of an animal
seen as a cultural treasure, a pallar
off national identity, and a valuable
part of Arab herilage,
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The reasons behind the
thawing of ties between
Ankara and Damascus

Menakia Tokyay Ankarn

Turkish President Recep Tavyvip
Erdogan has signaled a possible
restoration of relations with Syrias
Assadd regime In a surprising move
that marks a significant depariure
from years of hostihty between
the twao nations

Erdogan™ comments, which
wiere made afler Frday pravers,
sugpest a willingness o revive
diplomatic ties with Damascus,
emphasizing historical precedent
ancl Garnily ties as potential founda-
tions for future engagensent.

“There 15 no reason why it
ahwoubd not happen,” Erdogan said.

“Just as we kept owr relations
very lively in the past, we even had
talks between our families with
Asad. 11 is certalnly not possihle
lo sy that this will not hagpen
in the futwre. It can happen; the
Syrian preople are our brothers.”

The Turkish beader's comments
echo similar sentiments recently
expressed by Syrlan  Presbdent
Bashar Assud, who has indicated
his willingness o pursue sicps
toward normalization, provided
they respect Symas sovereinty
and coninibute o oounter-
terrorism eforts.

The rvemnarks came during a

meethig with Alexander Lavrentiey,

Raessian President Viadimide Pugins
specil envos 1o Sy

The concurment statements are
seen as part of a broader cffort to
reconcile Ankara and Damascus,
but the path to rapprochemment
rematng fraught with uncertainty
anc complexity,

Erdogan, then prime mibnlster
of Turkiye, hosted Assad in 2000
for a famaly hodpday m the Acgpean
resort of Hodrum, and they
enjoyed amicable visits to nurture
their friemdsip,

But since severimg all thes with
the Assad regime in 2001 Turkiye
has been a vocal supporter of his
opponents in Syria and called for
the ouesting of Assad from power,

Ankama's  involvement | has
escalated with several cross-
border military operations anmd
thie establishiment ol a safe zone in
northern Syria, in which Turkish
troops are stationed,

The Turkish and Syrian foreizn
ministers met in Moscow East vear,
marking the highest-level contact
Betwern the two counlnes since
thie start of the svrian Civil War.

But the talks, along with an
earlier meeting between the two
countries’ defense ministers, did
not bring about any change in
hilateral relations.

Owtun Ovhan, coordinator of

Chlldren play cutside tents at o camp for people displaced by confleot in Syria's northern Aleppo province. The refugess face an uncortoin future. e Ak P

Levant studies al Lthe Ankara-hased
think tank ORSAM, says there is a
glimmer of hope for a resuniption
of the dialogue process.

He told Arab News: “There
have been some developments
in recent weelks, It 15 said that
Turkish and Syran officials
could meet in Baghdad with the
mediation of Iraqg, and surprising
developments in Turkish-Syrian
relations  are expected im the
corming perod”

Eforts were being macle to bring
the parties toesether, he added.

Orhan  believes  that  with
Ruszias  softening position

in Ukrane, the EKremlin has
Eseguinn Lo pay more attention to
Turkish-Syrian relations, and the
Gaga conflict also requires mew
regaonal dynamics and presents
new security challonges for the
Assad regime, which necessitates
closer Turkish-Syvrian relations.
He sk “IMscussions aboud a

possible IS withdrawal afler the

upcoming presidential elections

are another factor to consider”
The Assad regime has recently

been in talks with the Syrian
Rurdish People™ Prodection Units
and “is trving fo comer Turkive
by signaling that it could reach
an agreement with the YPG i
Turkive does nod accept its condi-
thons, while at the same tme
opening channeds with Turkiye”

B e,

Ankara considers the Rurdish
People’s Protection Unats, or YPG,
a terrorist group closely linked to
the outlwed Burdistan Workers
Party, which has been waging
a decades-long  insurgency  in
sotltheast Turkive.

Experts say that both partics
are Inving to consolidate ther
positions in line with regional
changes and consider their
red lines for domestic security

LXMBCTETTES

Najia Houssari B=l-ut

Lebanon's caretaker PFrime
Minlster Najib Mikatd

sald on Saturday that the
Lebanese army is “the
protector and guardian

of the nation.”

He assured the army that it has
the full support of the govern-
ment, adding: “I know that vou
are going through =o many diffi-
culties, but, God willing, they
will pass”

Mikath was visiting souther
Lebamnon for the hirst  time
since the beginning of hostili-
ties between Hezbollah and
the lsraeli army on Oct. 8 The
prime minister visited the Soutl
Litani Sector army base at the
Benoil Barakat barracks in Tyre,
where he met with the sector's
coammander, Brg Gen. Edgard
Lawandos, and other officials.

“The Isracli threats we are
Facing are a form of psycho-
logrical  warfare,” Mikath  said
in a statement after his vzl
“Everyvone 15 asking whether
or not there will be a war. Yes,
we are in a state of war, and
there Iz a large number of
martyrs,  including civilians
and non-civillans, in addition to
many destroved villages, due to
the Isracl agrression.”

Mikati's visit to the south
colpcided with the start of
afficial exams in Lebanon. He
antd Education Minister Abbas
Halabi wisited official cxam
centers in Tyre. Among those
sitting their exams are studenits
who have fOed with  their
families from border villages.
Mikati said: “Would (we have
the) ability to carry out exams
in the south without the army’s
presence®”

The prime ministers wvisit
coimnes at a tme when Israel is
threatening to expand the war
in Lebanon while countres
in the region and bevond arc
cautioning against escalation.

“The paychological warfare
i= escalating, but, hopefully,
our country will overcome this
phase and will have permanent
stability on the border thanks
to your courage. bravery, and
sacTifice,” Mikati told the troops.

According to the latest update
Fromm the National Early Warning
Svstem  Platform, which s
managed by the  National
Council for Scientific Rescarch,
one Lebanese soldier has been
killed and fve wounnded in
Israell attacks Hezbollah lost
372 fighters, while 124 civil-
lans have heen killed and 355
injuredd.

The tolal area burned by

MIKATI VISITS SOUTHERN LEBANON

Lebanese prime minister hails army
as ‘guardian of our homeland’s security’

[srael's Defense Minister Galant claims his country is ‘not looking for war” with Hezbollah

I.':l-..- -
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A civil defense workor inspects & destrayed house that was hit by an alrstrike
In Chebaa & town in southern Lebanon near the border with Fsrel, © o AP

FASTFACT

The Gaza war has lad to
soaring tensions on Ismel’s
northern border with Lebanon,
leading ran on Saturday to
warn of an "obliterating’ war

If Israel attacked Lebanan.

inlernalionally profuibated
phosphorous bombs fired by
the Isracli army as of June 13 is
|, 598 hectares, according (o the
upsdite,

I=raeli efense  Minister
Yoav Gallant sald during his
vigilt (o Israell forces pear the
northern border with Lebanon

on Saturday that “Israel isn'
loaking lor war with Hezbollah”
But, he added, “The Isracli army
is ready for war”™

Gallant continwed: “This has
abways been the best choloe, and
we are nol looking for war, bul
we are ready for it. If Hezbollah
chooses war, we Enow what to
cho, IF they choose peace, we will
respond appropriately”

rallant’s remarks came while
Israeli hostilities continued.

A military drone targeied a
motorcycle on the road between
Houla and Mavs Al-Jabal,
killing itz driver, while another
rapl targeted forests belween
Habbariyeh and Rfarshouba.

lsraell artillery also bombed
areas between Dahira and Alma
Al-Shaab

Lebanese Forces MP Ghada
Avoub praised Mikati's visit to
the south.

Avouh salil: “Welcome
Prime Minkster Naghb Mikatl to
southern Lebanon, even if your
viadl 1= late”

She said his visit showed that
there “is no actual sovercignly
without the protection of the
Lebanese army and that the only
legitimacy iz for the Lebanese
army,”

she added; “There's also no
stability and safety unless the
Lebanese army takes over all
Lebhanese borders under the
Tail Agreementi, the Lebanese
constitution, and the relevant
interpational resolutions.”

Avouh sald that Mikatl's state-
ment regarding the army 15 ™a
response (o those who doubd
the Lebanese army's strength
and readiness.”

The Lebanese-American
Coordinating Committes said
in a statement: "The escalatmg
fears of an expansion of the
war find their rools in the lack
of a sustainable solution to
the outstanding border issues
between Lebanon and Israel,
which continues o occupy
Lebanese territories, in addition

ta the failure to implement the
provisions of Resolution 1701,
which has been widely violated
since 20065,

It added: *This necessitates
pushing toward a full opera-
tional commitment to its stipu-
latbons, as well as its annexes
in Resolution 2650, which all
members of the UUN Security
Council approved.”

The committes pointed oul
its “continuous communication
with the US administration™
andd called for intensified diplo-
matic elforts,

It also stated that Resolu-
ton 1700 is closely linked o
Resalutions 1680 and 1559, all of
which stem from “the spint of
the Lebanese constitution and
the Taif Agreement affirming
the Lebanese state’s right (o
exercise exclusive sovereipnty
over all its territories”

The statcment added: “This
requires the Lebanese authori-
fies o adhere o the constitution

and international resolutbons and
to empower the legitimate armed
forces with the necessary equip-
ment and personnel to perform
their duties in this context in
coordination with TNTFIL Forces,
while simultaneously imitiating a
process to newtralize Lebanon
from regional and international
conflcts”
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Reform challenges on agenda

for new Egyptian government

New Cabinet could lead to tangible changes on the ground, researcher says

Mohammed Al-Shammaa Calro

The new Egypiian
government, which Is
expected Lo announce
its Cabinet members
sa0m, faces numerons
challenges, experts and
analysts say.

The recent announcement about
changes 1o the povernment has
sparked opiimism and anticipa-
tion among Egypians, People are
hopeful of seelng Improvements,
incliuding betler living  comndi-
tons and cnhanoed economic
prospects.

Experts agree that economic
reform 1= the most  difficualt
challenge faicing the governiment,

The=e challenges could help
reshape amd redefine current
policies,  which  are  crucial
i setting  the govermments
direction.

Thizs alipnment must consider
the domestic developmenis,
global  economic anil
the deep geopolitical tensions
and conflicts surmounding  the
country externally.

Economist Mohamed Sayed
Gamal =kl “The state muos
contnie on the path of economic
reform, focusing on attracting
andd increasing local and foregn
Invesiments, encoursgng private
sector growth amnd making cvery
effort to curb rising prices, infla-
oy and regrulate markets™

The mew ECVETTIMERL st alm
to reduce inflation (o its lowest
leweds by the end of 20025, he sakd.

“A primary goal is to reduce the
overall budget deficit and pablic
delst while achieving a surplus

ey
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th&nhrhﬂrmﬂﬂiqhﬂmmmﬂﬂummﬂlmﬂrh Thie results help determine which students are aocepted to niversities. Heiooers

by maintaining balanced finan-
cial stability amid the ouwrrent
crisis. This includes supporting
productive  sectors  and  those
mst alfected by economie crises,
improving infrastructure quality,
and maintaining fair pricing
policies for goods and services.”

Cramal  Alwlel Hamul, a
rescarcher at the Al-Ahram Center
for Studies, said: “Injectmg new
hload into the Egyptian govern-
memt could lead o tangihble
changes on the ground, positively
impacting cibizens and increasing
pubdic suppsort.”

The maost critical challenge was
national security, he said.

The Egypilian staie

Is committed 1o
mudntaining its national
security amid regional
and international
challenges, focusing on
combating terrorism
and ensuring stability.

“The Erypiian wlage 5
comnmitted 0 maintaining s
national security amid regonal
and intermational challenges,
focus=ing on combating termorism
and ensunng stability,

RESTORATION WORK

“The new governmend should
continue o engage with the
issues previowsly tackled by the
former government, including
ithe recent Gaza conflict, where
Egvidl played a crucial role as
g trusted mediator through its
diplomatic mechanisms — and
relevant state institutions”

Another significant challenge
was human development, Abdel
Harmibd said.

I tops the mew EOAVETTIRENE S
priority list as per President
Abdel Fatah El-Sisis directives,

especially in the health  and
educathon sectors,
Abdel Hamid =akd the pew

grvernment  “must  confimue
o cxert more cffort (o mplhe-
ment developmental projects to
improve health, educational and
snclal infrastructunre and enhance
service defivery mechanisms 1o
mect the populations prosving
e i

Samira Al-AdlL a researcher at
the Famly Development Center,
sac: "One of the important
challenges [or the upcoming
government s bullding a fair,
cahesive society characterized by
couality i cconomic, social and
political nghts and opportunities,
with the highest degree of social
integration,”

Five Daesh bombs found hidden

in iconic Iraq mosque: UNESCO

AFP boau

A UN agency sadd it had discov-
ered Bve bombs in a wall of
Mosul's iconic Al-Nuri Mosque,
planted years ago by Daesh,
during restoration work in the
northern Iragi city.

Five “large-scale explbosive
devices, designed to trigeger a
mazsive destruction of the site”
were found in the southern wall
of the prayer hall on Tuesday by
the UNESCO team working at
the site, a representative for the
agency sakd,

Mosuls Al-Nurl Mosque and
the adpcent leaning minarct
nicknamed Al-Hadba or the
“hunchhack” which dates from
the 12th century, were destroyed
during the batthe to retake the
city from Daecsh.,

Iradg's army accused Daesh,
wilch occupaed Mosul for three

vedars, of planting explosives at
the site and blowing it up.

UNESCO the UN  cultural
agendy, has been working 1o
restore the mosque and other
architectural heritage slies in
the city, much of which were
reduced to rubble in the batthe to

retake them im 2007

“The Iragi armed forces
immediately secured the area,
and the situation s now Tully
under controel” UNESCO added

One bomb was removed, buit
four ather 1.5-kg devices “remain
connected to each other™ and

BAChRGROUND

UNESCO, the UN cultural
agency, has been working to
regtors the mosgque and othar
architectural heritage sites

i the city, much of which
were reduced to rubble in the
battle to retake them in 2017.

are expected 1o be cleared in the
coming days, it said.

"These explosive devioes were
hidden inside a wall, which was
gppecially rebudlt aroamd them: 1
exHains why they could nol be
discovercd when the site was
cleared by Iraqgi forces” in 20000,
the agency sakd.

Gen. Abseen  Aal-Ehafall,
spokesperson  for  the Joint
Operations Command of vanous
Teaggl  forces, confirmed the
discovery of “several explosive

devices from Daesh jihadists in
Al-Nuri Mosgue.™

He sad provincial deminers
requested help from the Defense
Ministry in Baghdad to defuse the
remaining munitions because of
thelr “complex manufacturing.”

Consiruction work has been
stpspended at the site untal the
bomb= are removed.

It was from the Al-Nun Mosque
thil Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, the
then-keader of Daesh, proclaimed
the establishment of the group'’s
“caliphate™ in July 2004,

The terrorists took over large
swaths ol termitory in Irag and
syriddragl forces backed by a
US-led coalition drove [Daesh,
odrt of AMosul in 2007,

The AlNurl Mosgue was
cdesstroned and pebidlt in 1942 ina
renovation project, with only the
ancient minaret remaining from
the original structure,

GREEN CAUSE

Egypit
launches

new phase of
‘100 Million
Trees
iniliative

Loyla Mohamed Calic

Several Egyplian ministries have
imitiated the "100 Millwn Trees
campaizn across the country in
response to its climate challenges
and rising popailation, as part of
i matbonwide sirategy 1o increase
per-capata green space,

The project involves "reviewing
and monitoring new tree plani-
ings, racking existing plantings,
and creating a detailed plan for
the types of trees planted in each
povernorate based on thelr undguee
characteristics,” accopding o a
statement. Tree species with high
coonomic valee that promote
investment in green projects are

hedng targeted by the program.
The Environment  Ministry
= sleppng up prepations for
the mitative’s scoomd phase this
week, Omar Rayan, an official
At the mmistry, told Arab News
that the second phase would be
implemented in cooperation
with minlsiries including Local
Developrment, Housing, Wate
Resources and Irmgation, Agricul-
ture, and Higher Education.
Havan highlighted the gowern
ment's  commitment 1o crimd-
rilkxing ETweroachiment B18
agricultural land and o imple-
menting  several  afforestation
initiatives nationwide.
According to the Egnypian prmse
minisier's website, the mnitia
tve will cost 3 billion Egyptian
pounds (5625 million) It targets
apound BB locatbons,  and

covers areas lolaling 6,600 acmes

FASTFACT

Cairo leads the governorates

im the initiative so far, having
planted 1.5 milion treas.

to be developed as  forested
areas or gardens utilizing treated
WistEwater.

The Mimistry of Local Develog-
meend s responisible for plamtng 80
million trees over the seven-year
perksd from R o 30208, while
the Ministries of Enviromment and
Housing are responsible for the
remaining 20 million,

Ahmed Al-Falkharany, an official
at the Ministry of Local Develogs-
ment. tokd Arab News that the
seconil phase will see 15 maillion
trees planied by the ministries
of agreculture, envivonment, and
hiciasing.

He said governorales  wens
preparing reports on Lhe number
and types of trees reguired for this
phase,

*The role of the Ministry of
Local Development is to arrange
for the supply of trees, study
locatbons for new gardens in cities
and districts, and ensure local
uniis and directorates plant trees
that enhance aesthetic appeal and
environmental conservation.”
Al-Fakharany suid

He added that Cairo beads the
governorates In the mitative so
far, having planted 1.5 milbon
Irees,



ARAB NEWS Sunday, June 30, 2024

News International

-

e 1 FTET Y

-
~—

Indonesinn Health Minlster Bud| Gunadi Sadikcin welcomes KSrelief™s tzam of cardiac surgeons in Medan, North Sumatra, on Saturday. Soopled

HUMANITARIAN HELF

Saudi team trains

Indonesian doctors in
pediatric heart surgery

Surgeons, support staff sponsored by KSrelief arrived in Medan last month

Shaany Yasuko Lal Ja-airas

Sandi doctors are
training their Indonesian
colleagues in pediatric
heart surgery and
helplng expand accoess Lo
children's cardiac care in
the conniry's nort hwest,

the Indonesian Mindstry of
Health sald on Satarday.

The 22-membser surgical team
armved al Adam Mabk Central

General Hospital in Medan,
North Sumatra province Last
motith  under a  resldence

program arranged by Saudi aid
agency hsrefef,

They began by  performing
free heart procedures on adult
patients and last week switched
focus to children with congenital

GASTRONOMY

heart disease, which in Indonesia
cgften remains unireated due o a
shortage of spectali=t warnds,

An estimatecd 12,000 Indone-
stan childien are born with heart
ciscase cach vear. Only half of
thiem are treated for it

"The capacity of our doctors
and hospitals is only 6,000 of
the 12,000 each vear. So, every
yvear 6,000 children cannot be
served and many of them die”

Health Minister Budi Gunadi
Sarikin said.
"“We've been  collaborating

with foreign institutions willing
to send thelr doctors to Indonesia
b, in the first place, provide
services thal we have not been
abie to provide in certain regions
and, in the second place, to speed
up the speclalist training of our
doctors to carry out the much

needed procedures.”

The Saudi feam compriscs
surgeans, nurses, perfusionists
and respiratory  therapisis from
the King Faisal Cardiac Center
in Jeaddah and the King Abdullah
International Medical Rescarch

FASTFACT

Only S0% of Indonesian

children bom with heart
disease recoive treatment.

Center in Riyvadh.

T Iramnsies il
edge  program  sponsored | by
Fsrehel  supports Indonesia’s
health  system  transformation
plan, under which all regional
government  hospitals shoald
KRl |_:|;|v:||||:' il CArTyYing odil

knowl-

open-heart surgery and pediatric
heart surgery. Unitil nosw, cardiac
pricedures on children  have
Been referred to hospitals in the
capital, Jakarti, which s nearly
2,000 km away from Medan.

For many parcnts, like Hominuw
Marpaung, the cost of travel is
irmpeossible to bear,

Marpaungs  year-odd  son,
Hinsar, was diagnosed with
a leaky heart valve five vears
Ao amd relermed [or surgery in
Jakarta, bat the family coukd not
afford to send him.,

On Tuesday, he was operated
om by the visiting Sawdi team,

1l unill now, T was Lo Kinig
Binsar only lor outpatient treat-
ment. 1 took him 0 so0 many
hospitals” Marpaung said

“Thank vou to the team of
choctors for helping my child”

Philippine food tourism sels sights on travelers from GCC

Ellle Aben Cets Clly

The Philippines is tapping into
its  diverse culinary heritage
fo attract wvisitors, cspecially
fromm Gull Cooperation Council
couniries, its tourism chiel sakd,
as the country hosied the UN's
first regonal forim on lfood
travel.

The conference in Cebu was
held in conmjunction with the
UN  Tourism's Joan
mectng of the Commission lor
East Asia and the Pacific, and
thve Comnmlssion for South Asia
Co-organided by the Philipgane

Al

povernment, the [fomm  was
focuscd on polickes to advance
the culinary tourism of the Asia-
Pacthc region.

"We greatly value the oppor-
funity to expand Philippine
tourism to the Middle Eastern
markel, especially by way of our
Filiping kavors,” Tourism Secie-
tary Chrstina Frasco told Arab
MNews on the sidelines of the UN
meetings on Friday.

Phillppine Tourdsm Secretary
Christina Frasco speaks
during the UN Tourlsm's
meeting in Ceba,
Fhillipgires Friday

she added that toursm arrivals
from GCC countrics had more
than recovercd following the
global pandemic. The COVID-19
carthreak deall a major blow to
the Philippine tourism industry
— 4 main coniributar to the
ecanamy — bt after shol downs
i 2020 angd 2021, 1t is

back on track. and is
forecast to soon mect
it pre-pandemic
lewvia| afl B8
million  visitor

| arrivals in 2014,
gy Part aof the
A sirategy to

revive the sector was expanding
the countrv’s  halal  tounsm
portfolio, which last month
— for a second consecutive
fime won the Philippines
the Emerging Muslim-friendly
non-Organdzation of Islamic
Coaperialion Destinaton avward
at the annual Halal m Travel
Cilobal Summit in Singapore,
The predominantly Catholic
couniry, where Muslims consti-
fute about 10 percent of the
nearly 120 million population,
has welcomed more than 2
milllon infternational  (ravelbers
since Lhe bepnning of the year

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

‘Gender apartheid’
Taliban say

women's rights
are internal issue

Taliban authorities ssid on Sator-
elay tast demancs over wornen's
Hhits were “Alghanistan's sspes™
for sodvie, achesad] of Thiuitedd NaRiones-
bed engapement talks where the
exclusion of Afghan women has
sparted onstory, The Tadibamn gose-
ernmeT. which has imposed ne-
SLTRCRIOTES DL WOHTLETE I SO
peoer i 30 that the UN has de-
sl as “genier apsurthed, widl
s its Lt delegation o the thind
roqnd of talks stirting in Gatar on
Suriiay. Civil sochkety representa-
thves, ncheding from wonmsen’s
rlghts groups, will attend meetings
with the: international enviays and
U'N afficials on Tuesdsy, after the
ofTicdal talks. AFP

Tragic incident

Nepal landslides

Kill 9, including
3 children

At beast nine people, mchad-

ing three children, were Eilled
|l|11'I I TSNS _'| IEIEMEI =L 0D BSlal]s I ]
wesl Nepal trigpered landslides,
an official said on Saturday.
Five members of a Banlly were
sheeping when ther house was
washed away by a lamdslide

in Malika village in Gulmi
district, aboit 250 km west of
Rathimsandu, according to Dazan
Bhattarat, o spokesman [or

the National Disaster Rescue
and Reduction Managpement
Auihority.

“Rodbes of all five have heen
recovered " Bhattaral todd
Reuters, sdding that the family
included two clilldren. Reuters

e Days .
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What Were Reading

FdR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘The Real Internet Architecture’

FAMELA LAVE AND JEMNIFER REXFORD

This book maaets thea
|I:II'IE-!'|:.',!I..I'II:“I'IE mead for

an explanation of how the
Intermet's architecture has
agvoived since Its
araation to support
an aver-broadear
range of the world's
communication
neads, The authors

Ongoing war

Ukraine drone
attack kills 5
in Russian village

A Ukrabnian drone sitack o a
haorise in A Russian borcer villags
killied five people, inchwding two
chilelren, the resional goveris
satlcl Satiiirclay,

The drone hit a house i the val-
lape of Gomdishche, a tiny village
in Hussiy's Kursk region, just a
few meeters from the border widh
Ukraine

"Toour great grief, five people
were lalked o inclading two small
children. Another two members
of the famdly are in & seriones
condition,” Rursk Governor Alexel
Srmirmoy sxid in a post on Telegram.

Fosth sackes burve wsed dionses, b
cliding larnger self-defoiating crall
with ranges of up o hundreds of
kilomeders, extensively throwshont
the conflict which began in Febeu-
ary HiEE AFP

mitreduce a new modal of
nmnetwork arohitactere that
axploits a powerful form

of modularty to provide

I id, insighvtful
descriptions of
complax structures,
functions, and
behaviors in today's

Imternet,

Mount Lewotobi
Indonesin’s
volcano erupis
twiceinaday

Mouni Lewatobi Laki-Lakl In
Easterms Inokonessr erupiled Twiee of
saturclay, voleanology suthorites
aaid, senwling ek, dark chotds into
Ak adn

The frst enaption tool place
af 11:044 a.m. kocal time and Lsted
mesardy 11 mimstes, accordmg toa
staterment fiom the Inconesian vol-
cnmEY afeicy, The seoondd whas
at 2H pom. and Bstedd a [itle over 10
mamies, spewing volcaric material
GO meters above the crater.

“Hesbcderits and visiors around
Mount Lewotohi Laki Laki are
proldbited fom comducting sy ac-
sy withdn the S-kilometer raxdius
[ the cenitre of eruption.” the
ey sakl The mountaim, located
o Ehe popalar toarst destination
af Flores Islasd. hod several msjor
ErUplons i January. AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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Can we envision a world without nuclear weapons?

uring a week in which

Hussian President Viadimir

Putin conclided a visit

to Worth Korea with the

signng ol a mutual delenss

pact between Moscow and
Pyongyang that s Hkely to make the Lai-
ter's military nuclear program even mone
brazen, [ happened to visit the Japanese
city of Hiroshima, the Arst city to be kit by
an atomic bomb

It beft me extrenvely moved bt
al=o contempliative about why on earth
we sl possess nuclear weapons, On
Aug. G, 18045, at 15 oam., an American
E-20 bomiser, the Enola Gay, dropped an
atomic bamb on the city, instantly killing
at least YO,000 people. By the end of the
vear, the death toll had reached 140,000,
The hamb vaporized people almost a
kiloameter Irom grovnd 2o, and burmed
the exposed skin of people klometers
away as a result of the intense infrared
enersy that was unleashed.
Catasirophic fires ravaged a circular area

L 1
We can perhaps
learn the lessons

of history bt we
Callh IEYET, €% ¢

remoftely, assume
that they will never

repeat themselves

PR LA A Dl L = =] A i

with a raclius of more than 3 km, as the city
literally burnied to the ground. The results
wioild be similar three days later when
the 115 bombed a second Japanese clty,
MNagasalki, this time cawsing 1O 000 deaths
directly attributable to the initial blast.

The horrific eflects of the bombs on
e Japanese people and their environ-
ment continued Lo be fell for many vears,
including premature deaths., lifelong
traumea, and a significant links between
raciation exposire and magor congendtal
defects, malformations, stillbirths, and
neonatal deaths.

All this leaves no room for doubd aboud
the dangerous futdity of humanily’s loying
with nuclear proliferation. Worse, we have
learned the wrong kessons from the fact
that, despite the presence of huge arsenals
of nuchear missiles with sophisticated
delivery svslems, Uhese weapons with the
power o destroy humanity have, thank-
fully, never been emploved again.

We can perhaps learn the lessons of
history bat we can never, even remaotely,
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assume that they will never repeat
themsebves. During the bipolar super-
power system of the Cold War era, both
the US and the Soviet Undon understood
that the use of their nuclear capabilities
wottld be irrational and could only result in
maiaal assured destrsction or MADN, ancd
s an extremely high level of deterrence
wis established,

Neither side ever pushed the button, so
to gpealk, but that is not 1o sav the super-
powers did not teeter on the brink of
cataclysm, even i ultimately they managed
to remain one step clear of the nuckear
abyss. For two wechks during the Cuban
Missile Crisis in October 1962, Moscow and
Washington came very close to launching
nuclear missiles at one another, before
cormmon sense prevailed.

Can anvore guarantee that g world with
nuchear weapons is truly a sale one? A world
that is inherently unstable, as ts the current
state of intermational affairs, in which maost
countries in possession of nuclear weapons
sutffer from unrelinhle political systems,

with leaders who are increasingly anthori-
tarian and have scant respect for account
ablity andd transparency?

A world of nuclear weapons and nuclear
deterrence is not a safer world but an
accident waiting to happen, whether
techmlcally or pofitically.

Aler nearly 80 vears of a nuclear e1a
thuring which the bomb has not been used
since Hircshima and Nagasaki, we should
not be lulled into a false sense of security
amd assume 11 will never be nsed.

In recent years a number of negative
precedents have been set, including a
permanent member of the UN Security
Couincil invading a nelghboring country
without provoecation and threatening to
use nuclear weaponry in the process.

Thiz, and the very existence in the
world of about 12,100 nuclear warheads,
should deeply concern all of ws. Alver all. in
Hiroshima ancd Nagmnealki the workd witnessesd
the horror that "only” bwo such weapsons
coutld unleash when launched, ultimately, on
the orckers of one person alone,

&

There s no firm
consensis on why
Macron chose o
call a snap election

riven the risks
that are in play

Macron ‘rolls the dice’ with a gigantic political gamble

merican writer Mark Twain

s widely credited as the

originator of the phrase: * His-

fory mever repeats iksedf but

it often rhymmes" This alludes

to the potential patterns that
can be observed in cerfain cvents over tmee.

While the French political system is very
different to that of the US, parallels were
being drawn as carly as 2017 between the
careers of Presidents Emmanue] Macron
and Barack Obama, Though thelr terms
i office did nod overdap, they share many
simlar personal characteristics, mcluding
charisma and the perceived status of
“insurgent” in the wayvs they won control
of thedr nations’ top political offices.

In 2007, the dynamic, daring Macron
upsencled the longstanding French political
duopady of the right-of-center Repub-
lbeans amd the bel-of-center Socialisis
o win power. Ohama also rocked the

peslatical boat in the US, yet even al Lthe
start of Macron’s first presidential term.
sofne commentators wondered whether
there might be another, later parallel to he
drawm between the two beaders: the “end
g™ ol their respeclive presidencies.,

More specifically, whether just as the
populist, right-wing maverick Donald
Trump succeeded Chama as US pres)-
dent in 2017, Macron's popularity mighi
decline to sich a deeree in the 20208
that his successor would be the far-right,
curcskeptic leader of the National Rally,
Marine Le Pen, wwho finished in second
place at the 2007 and 2022 clections,

Fast forward (o 20004, and the possibility of
Le Pen becoming the next French president
i% Increasimgly plansible. For those who dicd
nod see Lhils coming, the European Paria-
ment election resaglis this month sugzested
1 wasa growing possibility: ler National
Rally party won the most vobes by far acioss
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France, doubde the amount for its closest
rval, Macron's cenirist alliance. In so doing,
the National Rally came first in more than 84
percent of commmunes, or loecal distrnicl=

It was this debacle that prompted Macron
on June & to take the bizgest gamble of
his presidency so far by dissolving the
National Assembly, the lower Bouse of
the nation's pariiament, and calling a snap
national election. It will take place 1in two
stages, on June 30 and July 7.

It is possible that Macron's centrist alliance
might defy the polls, wlikch precdsct it will
oo third behind a victonows Mational
Hally, which is seeking to co-opt the votes
of moderate, right-ol-center Republicans,
Secomd place would likely go to the anated
lefl, compmising the radical, leftist Unbowed
France, the Greens and the Communists

There is no flrm consensus on why
Macron chose tocall a LS RH] ] e b= iina ETEn
the risks that are in play, However, there

might passibly be some method 1o what
many consider his political madness,

Firstly, the president has lacked a parlia-
mentary majority since the 2022 eleéction
and was heading for a no confidence
motion later this year over the budget that
wisiiled have probably seen s centrisi
povernment lall anyway,

A seoond probable reason why Macron
decided to call an election is his belief that
if the MNational Rally does win and forms a
povernment with posvers over donmestic
podlcy, inchuding tax and spemding, this coald
undercut the party s popularity as it faces
the reality of wielding power in a thghit fscal
conbext. This might reduce the possilaility of
il Le Pen presidential victory i 200287,

While the results on July 7 will give the
first indication of whether he is vindicated
For his roll of the dice or not, a full assess-
raert af the outeomes of his decision might

ot b clear until the 2027 elections,
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A golden opportunity for peace in the South Caucasus

or more than three decades,
Azerbaijan and Armenia have
been locked in a state of war,
Sometimes this has been in
thie Form of a frozen conflict
with hittle Aghting. At other
timees the hostilities have been intense,
costly, and bloody. Hopefully, the relation-
ghip between these two neighbors In the
Soiith Caucasus is nally on the verge of

had lost to Armenia, which was decisively
defeated on the battlefield. By the end of
2020 maore than 2004 Kussian peace-
keepers were deploved to the remaining
paris of Rarabakh that remained under
the control of the de facto Armendan
authorities.

In September Last vear, fighting once
again broke out, as a result of whach
Azerbaijan took back the remainder

changing for the better. of Karabakh. Feaning a
Duiring the chaotic i._, senockde, which in the
collapse of the Soviel end did not happen, tens
Union, ethnic Armenians The best thing that  of thousands of ethnic
living in Azxcrbaijan’s Armenians fled across the
Karabakh region attempted could I.wll would border to Armenia. Interest-
b0 seceds using exira- be a normalization ingly, the Russian peace-
constitutional methods. of tiecs hetween  geepers sat idly by and did
soon alter, Armenian Armenia and nothing during the bnel
military forces entered period of Aghting.
Azerbaijan, backing the Its nelghbors Fast forward almost a
ethnic Armenian militias, vear and peace between

and a bloody war ensued. By 1994, a shaky
ceasefire had been agreed.

This rematned in place, for the most
part, until the second Nagorno Rarabakh
war in September 2020, At this time,
Azerbaijan launched a major military
operztion to take back the territory lost to
Armenia in the early 19808, By November,
a Russia-led diplomatic elfort brought an
end to the fighting, Azerbaijan had taken
back most, but not all, of the territory i

Azerbaijan and Armenia is closer than
it has ever been. Last month the two
sides opened negotiations in Almaty,
Kazakhstan, to reach a lasting resolution
Lo their decades-old confiict, The talks
were notable becanse, for onoe, there
was o Russian, American, or European
Invodvernent,

S0 far those talks have vielded positive
resulis. For example, Armenia returned
to Azerhaljan four villages along the
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W] P RS R
Tl @l MFel s Inslinsa

X: BLukaDCoTay

Fior fill warsion, fog on 1o
ww's iarabnews com/ spinion

border that had remained uninhabited but
controlled by Yerevan since the fighiing in
the 19905, Even though many Armenians
were unhappy with the move, it was an
important gesture of peace by Yerevan,

Since the mecting in Almaty there has
also been a more positive and optimistic
tone in the rhetoric used by both sides
when discussing the prospects for peace,
But there are still some major issues that
need o be resalved.

The first is the final
delineation of the border

R

and under the de facto control of the other
gide. How this situation will be resolved
remains to be seen but the enclaves will

[thely feature prominently in future talks.
The: second issue thal needs Lo be
addressed 1s the Zangazur Corridor. As part
of the November 2020 ceaschire agree-
ment, Armenia pledged 1o “guarantes
the security of transport connechions”
between Azerbaijan and its autonomous
Nakhchivan region, an
exclave nestled between
[ran, Armenia and Turkiye,

between the two countries. The relationship Three and a half years
The return of the four hetween later, a transport corridor
Azerbaijani villages last connecting these two parts
manth was a step in the A!.-EI'IHI“-III:I and of Azerbaktjan, via Armenlas
right direction but led to Armeniaisonthe  syunik provinee, s no

the delineation of only 13 verge of changing closer to reality. This is

Jkm of the border. While for the better a very serlous matter for

large sections will be sasy
to delineate, hundreds of
kilometers remain disputed.

The border delineation process is also
affected by the status of four remaining
enclaves the Armenian enclave of
Artsvashen mside Azerhaijan, and the
Azerbaijani enclaves of Barkhuodardy,
Yukhar Askipara, and Karki inside
Armenia,

These are all small parcels of land that
were once inhabited by their respective
elhnic groups but are now uninhabdted

Azerbaijan. Such a trans-

port cormidor would allow
Baku to avodd using Iranian territory amnd
airspace to reach Nakhchivan, which is
something it desperately desires due toa
complicated relationship with Tehran,

The best thing that could happen Lo the

South Caucasus would be a normaliza-
tion of relations between Armenia and its
neighbors. It is likely that billions of dollars
of forcign investment have been denied
to the region as a resuli of the ongoing
conflict. A peace deal could change this

Mounting costs of failing to address climate change

vien the staunchest of nay-
savers have to admit that the
reality of climate change has
simpdy become impossible
to igmore, as life-threatening
heat waves around the ghobe
test the very limits of the human capacity
to survive. Several regions have reported
record-breaking temperatures recently,
while others grapple with devastating heat
indexes reaching upward of 52 degrees
Celsius, Amad these
unprecedented condi-
tions, the world reached

e B e

million tonnes to an already record high of

374 billion tonnes,

As Uhe mercury rises, agriculture — the
lifeblood of civilization — faces an existential
threat. Unforgiving temperatures, coupled
with crippling drmouglits, have become
mcreasingly commeon in breadbasket regions.
More frequent heat waves are having
signdficant effects on agricultural production
through direct impacts on cmop yields,

For instance, it is estimated that each
| C mcrease in the mean
global temperature could
resitlt in reductions of 6

an alarming milestone The sweltering percent in crop yiebds for
last year as global tem- temperatures wheat, 32 percent for rice,
peratures hovered at an anel 3.2 percent for malze,
estimated 1.5 C above recorded this These elfects are already
predndustrial kevels, and as monthare likely  being felt in regions critical
high as LB Cin S.-'.'ptl.'ml:rtr. to be eclipsedin Jt'l:I global food produc-
e Matsslagwecs, SSCSTERT
iroubling and acceler- : sefting new records evenis dimindsh agricul-
ating trencd, as tempera- tuirad owtpasts amnd reduce

tures between June 2023 and May 2024
averaged 163 C abowe histornic norms. The
implications could not be clearer.

Keep in mind that if the rise in global
temperatures is to remain below the
critical threshold of 2 C above preindustrial
levels, the world needs o reduce green-
lioaese gas emissions by al least @ percent
each year. Yet energy-related carbon
diconde emissions increased by L1 percent
in the past year alone, a disconcerting
upward trajectory that added another 400
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food availahility. As a result, prices soar,
exacerbating [ood insecurity challenges
among the poor who are forced to spend
Increasingly siEniflcant proportions of their
meager incomes simpdy to survive.
Elsewhere, we are likely to see mone
“heatflation,” a phenomenon in which
sharp increases in e costs of food] produc-
tion as a result of climate-related disrup-
tions cause globe-spanning food price
shocks. Elevated food prices exacerbate
poverty levels among those least able
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to ackjust or adapd, at the same time as
incomes shrink as a result of the collapse of
entire agricultural sectors.

The persistent climate-related emergen-
ches we have witnessed offer irrefutable
evickenee thal the window of opportunity for
the application of more-moderate remedies
has narrowed considerably in recent vears,

The prognosis is increasingly grim as
soaring heat indexes, growing carbon
dibaciche emissions, and the resulting threats
to core pillars of survival,
such as agriculture, paint
a picture of a global threat

&

and intense loods are the clearest indict-
ment yet of the slow, bumbling nature of
the global response Lo the climate crisis.

[espite the looming threat and mounting
evidence af the rishs, decisive action on a
global scale remains elusive, hindered by a
fragmented approach to climate podicy that
horders on willful inaction.

Amid the growing crises and a
continuing lack of effective responses, a
troubling reality persists. Much-antici-
pated larger interventions
deemed necessary (o sleer
the planet away from

that demands a unihed and Heat waves and catastrophic climate disas-
d-r:-|.:|5n'-r: TeSpONSe. intense Hoods ters remain o the distant
Factor in geopaolitical e horizon, their imple-
tensions, conflicts and are the clearest mentation obstructed by
regional convulsions and indictment yet ol  protracted negotiations
the window for action the slow natmre of and entrenched bureau-
narrows ¢ven further. As bal eratic inertia,
a resull, climate change the glo JrTim The swellering tempera-
interventions require not to the climate crisis tures recorded this month

only urgent policy actions

but a societal shift to confront what is the
defining challenge of our tinee. Inaction
1% a luxury the world simply can no
longer afford.

Dne might assume that given the well-
documented risks, the demonsirable
effects, a wide range of proposed solutions,
and almost global buy-in, decisive action 1o
tackle climate change would be significant
and universal,

However, the recent spate of recond-
breaking heat waves, prolonged droughts
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are likely to be eclipsed
in the coming weeks, setting new records
aned benchmarks, with tragic resulis. To
see whether or nol the toll of this finally
leads to decisive global action, we will
have to wait until November when the
world gathers in Baku, the capital of
Azerbayan, for COF2EL

If precedent is anything to go by,

it is unlikely we will see anything
sigmihicant or groundbreaking between
now amid then, or at the conference or
[uture gatherings.
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Saudi automolive

market is poised For rapid

growth, outpacing many
Western counterparts,

Karim Henaln
Fartner af Bain & Co
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ASian Car
manufacturers
dominate the
market, with
Japaness
South Korean,
and Chinese
brands
constituting a
ramarkable B8
percent of total
sales. Notakbly,
Chinese
brands have
expenenced

unlts In 20018
ta 100,000
in 2022,

Saudi car industry speeds up growth
amid push to be a production hub

hey drivers include a young population, increased female drivers, and a substantial influx of expatriates

Ream Walld Fiyaoh

Saudi Arabia’s antomotive
industry is experiencing
significant growth,

driven by government-

led Indtiatives, a strategic
geagraphical location, and
ambitious plans to become
a manufacturing hub.

These factors are transforming
the Ringdom into a plvotal plaver
i U sector’s global market,

Acvcording o Karim Henain,
partner at Bain & Co., key drivers
of this growth include a2 voung
population, increased female
drivers, and a substantial influx
of expatriates, leading to over
GO0,000 mew car sales annally,

“The market s podsed for
rapicd growlh, outpacing many
Western counterparts,” Henain
told Arab News.

He added: “Vehicle ownership
rates In Saucl Arabda exceed
those In  Weslern markets,
supported by larger family sizes,
less developed public transport
systems, and a strong culture aof
personal vehicle dependency.”

According to Aly Hefny, show
manager at Auntomechanika
Riyacdh, Messe Frankhirt Middle
East, Saudh Arabia's strategic
geographical location at  the
crossroads of major trade routes
further enhances its stature a5 a
regiomal autamotive b, He tald
Arab News that the Ringdom'
government 15 taking a unique
appoach o leading
investment initiatives within the

e

Al tomative seclor

"Saudi  antomotive  stake-
holders, like their international
counterparts, are  proactively
embracing innovation, investing
in research and development,
and prioritizing  sustainability.
These are crucial steps the Sawdi
government is Laking to ensure
long-term viabality and compet-
itiveness in the global market,”
the show manager added.

Manufacturing hub
The automotive sector, encom-
passing  design, development,
and production, as well as
distribution, maintenance and
repair, and cusfomization, plays
a crucial role in achieving the
ambitious goals of Vision 2050,
Hendin  mentloned  that  the
Ringdlom had st an ambitious
goal o build an automotive
manufacturing  cluster, with
deals already in place to estab-
lish a bocal foodprint for original
eguipmenl  manulacturers  as
well as tier-1 suppliers

"The industry is still nascent
and will take some time before
it reaches the maturity of other
mare  established  antomotive
manufacturing clusters,” hesaid.

He pointed oul thid the
Kingdom s investing heavily
autonomous vehicle technology,
with plans to introdoce
RHobotaxis and Roboshuttles in
the near futare,

“These initiatives demonstrate
the RKingdom's dedication o
adopting and  integrating
state-of-the-arl automotive

technologies, posttioning 11 as

a rlobal leader in the future of

maobility,” the Bain & Co. execu-
tive acded.

Industry dynamics

The Saudi automotive industry
is experiencing notable transfor-

mations, according o Matithias

Leipler, managing director of

Volkswagon Middle East. Among
the key dynamics shaping the
sector s the allgnment of global
SUV  preferences with  Saudi
customers’ preference for larger,
family-oriented seven-seaters.
“This forus on family

sandi antomotive
stakeholders are
proactively embracing
innovation, investing
in rescarch and
development, and

prioritizing sustainability.

Aly Mefiny
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transportation is further amplhi-
ficd by the mobost infrastructure
and extensive road network”
Zeigler told Arab News.

He elaborated thal
gquently, comlon @merges as a
crucial consideration, drving
increasing interest in sdvanced
combort and salety {Catures, as
well as In-car connectivity,

“What is unique aboui the
markei is the notable brand
Iervalty among Saudi car buyvers,
priovitizing  alter-sales service
and wvehicle rehabality,” Zeagler
disclosed.

In the wvehicle mix, over 3

A

&6

This Toeus on Gamily
transporiation is arther
ampified by the robusi
infrastructure and
calensive road network.

Matthlas Deigler
Managimg cireciar of
Wk swugen Maoiie Eax

percent of the sold vehiclkes are
fuxury models, surpassing the
global average of 2 percent,
aeconding to Henain of Bain &
ik

“SUVE, constitute aboutl 36
percent of the market — slighily
below the global average of 45
pereenl — with a preference
for larger moddels, reflecting the
demand for spacious vehicles
suited for family use and the
diverse terraln.”

Henain highlighted that Asian
car manufacturers dominate the
markel, with Japanecse, South
horean, and Chinese brands
constituting a memarkable 88
percent of toial =ales. Notably,
Chinese brands have experi-
enced  exceptional  growth,
scRaring from VO units in 2018
R VOO, 000 1 20232,

Sami  Malkawi, manaping
director of sales at Ford Middle
East, emphasized Saudi Arabia’s
unlguensss  as  a  market,
highlighting the significani
developments witnessed i the
Kingdom's automolive industry
over the past yvear

He highlighted that sales of
new cars across all original
ejuipnreni manufaciurers
in Sauc Arabia surged by 23
pereent last year over 2022 a
figure that outpaces the global

average of 10 percent.
“This is a reflection of the
nations impressive  growth

story in a vear where its non-oil
growih was  estimated at
r|-|'.1||._l.' g peEreent as 1l
pursued its ambitious

Vision 2030 agendia, ajded by
sithsiantial private and public
sectorinvestment,” Malleawi told
Arab News,

He stated that Ford is “deeply
committed®™ to Saudi Arabda
and has been making concerted
efforis. to help grow the
Ringdom's automotive sector,

The managing director
gdded: "Our focus — including
a strong strategy to develop
cur  product  offerings whibe
continuing (o further improve
CUstomer cxpenencs —  in
conjunction with the Kingdom's
impressve growth, saw us end
2023 with sales up 77 peroent
over 20217

Electric vehicles

Meanwhile, aligning with global
trepeds, Saudi Arabia has imple-
mented ambitious plans  for
vehicle elecirification az part of
Vision 20040, aiming to achieve
a 30 percent electric vehicke
penetration by 20040,

These plans involve local
manufacturing of Saudi electric
vehicle brands and the estab-
lishment of an entity dedicated
o developing the country's
charging infrastructure,

“The KSA EV sector is nascent
with less than 1 percent penetra-
tion, lagging bechind UAE al
around 3 percent, China at
an estimated XX percent, and
Enrmope al mear 10 percent,
attribated (o cheap [uel, wnder-
developed charging infrastroc-
fuare, and lesser appetite among
consumers,” Henain revealed,
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Sandi Arabias logistics
sector has undergone

a remarkable
transformation in recent
vears, fueled by vislonary
initiatives like Vision 2050
and the National Indusirial

Strategy. As the sector
continues to evolve, what

groumndbreaking strategies
will drive it forward?

The Eingdom presents substan-
tinl opportunities for  glohal
logistics players. With a popula-
tom of approxirately 56 million
and a gross domestie product of
S1L.A1 trillion in purchasing power
parity as of the end of 2023, Sawdi
Arabia is a central hub for expan-
sive irade routes supported by
waorld-class infrastructure,

Another mapor catalyst  for
erowth s Saudi Arabia securing
the bids for Expo 2030 and the
2034 FIFA World Cup — both
of which will atiract substantial
global business opportunitics,
apening new channels for trade
and comimerre,

Inchustry analysts are conlident
that the Kiurpdom 15 only going to
attract more global plavers into
the sector, with Hakan Lanflredi,
member of the executive board
at Dussmann Group telling Arab
MNews: "For intermational logis-
tics firms, these developments
present  lucrative opporiunities
bo establish or expand operations,
loveraging major global events
and the rising need for advanced
supply chain sohitions”

Dominik  HBaumwister, PwC
Middle East head and global
partner of transport amd logis-
tics echoed that sentiment, and
told Arab News the existence of
untapped opportunities  wiathin
Sauchi Arabias logistics industry
that couwld be attractive to glohal
companies,

*There are several whilespaces
in  Saudi Arabia’s logistics
landscape  that  offer  inter-
esting opportunities for global
players. In particular, the
logistics services space = still
in itz early stages of develop-
ment, and more specifically in
Freight Forwarding, 3PL, and
wirchousing.” Baumeisier saic,

He added: “Adrport and port
privatization is an ongoing effor,
and roads, while perhaps on
the periphery of logistics, are
opening up as a public private
partnership environment,”

Lanfredi  also  Hagged the
surge in c-commerce and last-
mile delivery services, [uelbed
by increasing digital consumer
efgEagement,

“This shift necessitates robust,
agtle logistics solutions to mect
ETOWINE consumer cxpeciations
and delivery efficiencies” e said.

Emerging logistics
hotspots

Sauch Arabda is swiftly creating
several  hubs  for  logistics,

asgisted by important govern-
ment programs and an advanta-
peous business environment.

“Besicdbes NEOM  and  the
Hivadh Logistics Park, the
Eastern Province has emerged
as a key logistics hub due {o its
proximity to major oil operations
and the King Abdulaziz Pore”
Saud Al-Sulatman, CED of Sandi
investment  firm Alsulaiman
Ceroups, tokd Arab News,

He added: "These hotspots anc
attractive due to their advanoed
logistical  Infrastruciures  and
sfralegic positions that factlitate
both regional and international
tracle”

Dussmann Groups Lanfredi
als=o noted a prime example of &
logistic hotspot is the creation of
the Integrated Logistics Homded

There are several
whitespaces in Saudi

Arabia’s logistics
landscape that offer
interesting opportunities
for global players.

Dorminék Baumelster

PaC Mickde Eaar Hade:d amd Global
Fatrer of Transport and Loghrics

TRANSFORMATION

KSAS logistics sector pioneering
pathways for global connectivity

Industry analysts are confident that the RKingdom is going to attract more global plavers into the sector

Zome im Rivadh, as it offers
several attractive Incentives to
investors and businesses,

“It offers direct acoess (o a vast
market of 5 billion people across
Europe, Asia, amd Africa within
an eighi-hour flight range,” he
s,

Lanfredi added: “The 1LBZ
is designed 0 establish the
Ringrhom as the region’s premier
logistics hub, providing signifi-
cant incentives like a S50-year
tax holiday, 100 percent foreign
cwnership, and effickent goods
processing where llems can be
market-ready within just four
hours of arrival.”

He also noted additional
notable hotspols include the
Dammam Free Zone and various
free zones along the strategic
R Sea corridor,

“Hean isemerging asa key node
on the Silk Road, highlighting its
growing importance in global
trade routes. These zones benefit
from advanced  infrastruc-
ture and strategic positioning,
which are bolstered by govern-
mental support and regulatory
enhancements,” he continued,

Technological
innovation

According o PwC, the Kingdaom
I% seeing a focus on bmproving
efficiency  and  competitive-
ness  through technological
innovation.

“In Saudi Arabia’s logistics
sector, significant strides are
being made in technological
innovation to boost efficiency
ani competitiveness,”
Baumeister said.,

He added: “Saudi  customs
5 enhancing s capabilities
through single window initia-
fives and ntegrafion  into
various data flows, with support
from port operators, shipping
lines, and alrlines”

He aiso noted that PwC s
witnessing the ecmerpence of
innovative lechnologies, some
homegrown, particulardy in the
e-commeree and parcel space.

Baumeister referred to
exampes of this including
geospatial - sodutions  coupled
with Al and new ways of
collecting  and  analvzing
muliiple data sources

“These technological advances
will support the Ringdom's
Vision 2030 pourncy, provide
mare optimized operations, and
predictive analytics for future
projects” he saicd,

Navigating nncertainties

There are challenges facing the
logistics sector in Saudl Arabia,
and stakeholders are actively
addressing them (o [acilitate
growth and ensure operational
efficiency.

According ©  Dussmann
Group's Lanfredi, the challenges
are threefold, with the first
being  the complex naviga-
tion of customs and regulatory
framework, specifically  for
new entrants and international
Ccompanies.

“The need for complance
acToss varlous levels — local,
regional,  and  international
— adds lavers of complexity
o logistics  operations” e
siaid, adding that this can

e addressed by providing

“sireamlined customs clearance
services” through gateways lor
seit, adr, and ground transport.

Managing extreme tempera-
fures in the Middle East is the
second area thal needs consid-
eration, as this can complicate
the storage and transportation of
gosdls thel are sensitive to Mactu-
ations in climate,

"Specialized capabilitics in
cobd-chain logistics, utilizing
advanced technology for
live temperature control and
monitoring at cach step of the
supply chain are necessary
requircments for professional
service providers,” he explained.

The third challenge is a
shortage of skilled labor in the
logistics sector, particularly in

This shift necessitaies
robust. agile logistics
sodutions to meet growing
constmer expectations

and delivery efficiencies.

HMakan Lanfrad|
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emerging felds such as antoma-

tion and robotics,

This can resull In operational
inefficiencics and  increased
costs for companies. To address
this issue, initiatives supporting
waorkforce development, such
as  partnerships with  institu-
tions like the Sauch Logistics
Academy, are essential,

By investing in training and
education, logmstics  providers
not only improve their opera-
tional capabilities but  also
coniribute o preparing a new
generation of skilbed  profes-
sionals specifically tailored for
the logistics industry in Saadi
Arabia.

PwC highlighted the poten-
tial for Sawdi Arabia to become
a leading player in the global
logistics  indusitry  through
sirategic collaboration belween
the public and private sectors,

"Saudi  Arabias  megaproj-
ects and mega events will
create addittonal  logistics
capability and capacity that can
provide significant competitive
advantages for the country”
Baumesister said,

He continued: “As competi-
tion increases across the reglon,
sSaudi Arabia sets itself apart
with  its  significand impor
activity and a robust diversifica-
tion agenda,”

With cntical ports in strategic
locations, competitive  advan-
tages in aviation, and oppor-
tunitles  for land  transpor
connectivity, Sandi Arabia is
positioned to play a pivotal role
in linking freight corridors from
India to Europse,
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Saudl Arabla stands at
the forefront of the global
halal product industry,
capitalizing on s unigue
status as the birthplace
of Islam, thus earning the
trust of aronnd 2 billion
Muslims worldwide.

This  unparalleled  position
imhbues Saucl halal regulations
amnd cerfifications with a high
diegree of religious authenticiiy
andl credibility, making them
highly respected and sought
after worldwide, The Kingdom's
regulatory framework, spear-
headed by key bodbes saich as the
Saniehh Foodd and Drug Authority,
emsures  stringent comphance
with halal standards, reinforcing
its leadership in the market,

The ERingdom's Importance
in the sector was underscored
during the inaupural edition of
the Makkah Halal Forum, held in
January and attended by Saudi
Minister of Commerce Majid bin
Abdullah Al-Qasabi. The minister
pointed out that the industry is
one of the meost rapldly expanding
sectors globally,

"PFresently, the food market
i5 valued at approximately S2.5
trillion, and i= expected Lo reach
558 trillion in 203347 the minister
said at that time

As part of its Vision 2030 initia-
tve, Saudi Arabia is actively
fostering innovation and invest-
mentin the halal sector, aiming Lo
diversily it=economy and expand
its Influence in the global halal
market.

Through strategie collabora-
tions, mtemational fomms like
the Makkah Halal Forum, and
.|||1..'|:|-|':‘||.-:;L-'I'[:|rl-:':|.lI-|Jr|j|n||'-|_'.'-.-.-|':~..

Sauddi Arabia s not only meelinge

VISION 2030

Saudi Arabia eyes global
halal market lead

Kingdom’s regulatory framework ensures compliance with halal standards

the growing global demand for
halal peeducts bt also shapdng
the future of the industry,

Inarecent interview with Arab
News, YousufKhalawi, secretary-
general of the Islamic Chamber
of Commerce and  Develop-
ment, highlighted the signifi-
cant regulations overseeing the
production and certihcation of
halal products in Sawdi Arabea.

He emphasized that key regula-
tory bodics poverning the halal
industry in the Kingdom include
theSadl Foodand Drug Authaority,
the Sandhi Standarcs, Metrology
and Quality Organization, and the
Sauds Accreditation Center.

“The sovernment of Saudi
Arabila regulates the halal market
using the GSO 205513015 (Gulf
standardization  Organdzationd,
which sets the general reculre-
ments for halal food throughout
the production cham.” Khalawa
said. He added that companies that
deal in halal products need to be
certified for compliance 1o Saudi
standards by Saudi  acoredited
conformily assessment bodies

Khalawi poimied out that while
many countries have other halal
standards and regulations, the
[slamic Chamber’s halal confer-
erpces, held around the sworld,
are siriving to pave the way for
businesses o pavigate such
different standards and regola-
tory requirements.

“In the meanadile, and througsh
the [Elamdic Chamber Thalal
servioes, we strlve oo simplily
companies’  compliance  with
multipde standards theough our
TR TES
combines standards using artihi-
cial miecibipence algonthms amd
ends with grunting a  halal
certificate which can  be
verifed using simple quick-
response code  peaders”

aslithng:  process  thal

he =i Commenting on Sauwdi
Arabia’s position as the birthplace
of Islam, miluencing consumer
perceptions and demand for halal
products globally, the secretary
getveral said that this position adds
a baver of trust and potential infha-
ence in the global halal market,
bt it is nod the only factor,

“Saudi Arabia’s status as the
[slamic holy land imbues their
halal regulations with a percep-
ton of greater  authenticity
and religions legitimacy. Some
Muslim consumers might view
products  originating from  or
certified by Sawdi Arabia as
mare trustworthy in adhering to
Islamic principles,” he saicd.

He added: “Manafea empha-
siped Lhose facts and organized
the Makkah Halal Forum to be
the platform where halal leaders
from all over the world meet to
shape the halal future”

In 2022, the Makkah and

[ e

Saudi Arabia’s siatus as
the Islamibce holy Lamd

imbues their halal
regulations witha
perception of greater
anthenticiny and
religions legitimacy.

Youwauf Khankawi
Secrebary -penenl of the lomic Ghamber
(VLS o (T i o Lo R R R

2
-

The Kingdom's Importance in the halal sector was undersconed during the inaugural edition of the Makhah Hilal Forum hald in Janupry, SH5

Madinah chamber, along with
the Islamibe Chamber, sgned the
Manaleaagreement, whichadims to
transform the two holy cities ko
hubs for financial and business
activities in the Islarmic world

Froam  anodther perspective,
he saic, Saudi Arabia is a major
consumer and investor i the
halal industry. This gives the
country significant influence in
shaping the global halal market
and that is why the Halal Product
Development Company was the
SIFRIEENC PRl
Makkah Halal Forum

Khalawi shed light on the strat-
egies Sawdi Arabin has employed
to take its halal products to inter-
national markeis, zaving that the
Saudi Halal Center and its collab-
oration with the Sawdi Exports
Development Authority sircam
line the certiication process For
exXporiers.

“This aims to make Saudi
certification  more attractive
anel user-friemdly  for  interna-
tonal compankes. Sawcll Arabia
promoltes ks halal standards -
based on G0 2055-1-asaglobally
recosniized benchmark for halal
production. This leverages thedr
position as the birthplace of Tslam
to enhance the credibility of their
certiflcations™ he said,

The  olficial
help Siudi business reach trade
partners around the globe, they
are availing halal exchange,
HalEx, an online platform for
halal products and  services
exchange, operated by Lhe
Islamic Chamber's halal services
and allowing only halal products
fo be fisted,

Moreover, YViston 2050's focus

on  economic  diversification
presents an opportunity  to
attracd bvestment o the Saudi

halal industry,

SIS OTTILE
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Bi=Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Climate goals

Green Germany,
Morocco agree
energy alliance

Germany has agreed to
form a climate and energy
alliance with Morocoo Lo
support renewable energy
expansion and hydrosgen pro-
duction in the north African
country.

Crormany ks secking
to expand its reliance on
hydrogen as a future energy
sotiree, I will have Lo import
up to 70 percent of its hvoro-
gen demand in the future as
it aims to become climate-
newiral by 2045, but it lacks
the space and conditions for
large wind and solar power
production. Reuters

Projections
Ford expects
profitable EY
intwo years

Ford Motor Co, expects (o
laurech a S30.000 EV that
couled be profitable in about
two and a hall vears bat did not
provide any further details on
the vehicke, CNBC reported
on Frday, In Apnl, Ford CEO
Jim Farley had alluded to the
antomakers expectations of
being profitabdle in the 525,000
Lo SF0HH range: lor EVs

The company has been shifl-
ing focus to produce larger
elecinc tmecks and SUVs, along
with affordable amd smalles
EVs that are being developed
by a “shunkworks™ team in
Callfornia. Reubers

Chart of
THE DAY

Tesla's revenus grow
to nearly $8T billlon
in 2023 fiscal yoar.

Booerws STl

TESLA'S REVEMNUE
I blba
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Whal Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Chinese Computer

THOMAS 5. MULLANEY

Thomas 5. Mullanay's "Tha
Chinese Computer” takes
the reader back through
the history and
avalution of Chinese

language computing
technodogy, showing

the development of
alectranio Chinesea
input methods

and the profound

Rislng Inflation

Yietnam ()2
GDP growth
accelerates

Vietnam's economic growth
arcelerated in the secomd
CRLEAFL e o) rabiisl RIS,
govermment data showexl
on Saturday, Gross domestc
product is estimated to have
expanded to 6,93 percent in
1he secomad [uEarter [rorm a vieal
earlier, faster than a growth
of 587 pereent in the Arst guar-
ter, the government’s General
Satistics Cilce said.
Vietnam, an importani
expaorter of smartphones,
electronics and garments, I8
seeking (o shore up business
activity after missing last year's
srowth target becanse of wealks
global demand and power
shortages. Rewbers

mpact they have had on
the way Chinese & written
An eminenthy engaging and
artfully told history,
the book s a must-
raad for anyones

L interested in how
culture informs
computing and how
computing, in turm,
shapes culture,

Backup optlon

Shein keeps
option to list

in Hong hong

Online fast-fashion group
Shein is keeping alive a
fallback option to list in Hong
Rong despate filing or a
London listing, the Financial
Times reported on Friday.

The company confidentially
bl papers with Britain®s mar-
Kets regudator i June, Kieking
off the process for a potential
London listing kater this vear.

The news has tnggered
strong oppaosition from human
righis proups in the UK over
concerns about Shein's labo
Pracipoes ."|.|:||1:||‘.'-il_:|.' Interm-
tional UR said the potential
London inital public offening
would be a "badge of shame®
for the LSE. Reuters

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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The strategic acguisition of AutoWorkd
provides a robust platform for future g
growth opportunities, bolstered by the

sirong Sandi economy,

Fawaz Dmanlsh

Frasidant and Anoop CED, Buogsd Soaud

& 7

Or

FPRESS RELEASES

ARAB NEWS Sunday, June 30, 20024

| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

MNajm participated in this year's Halj mission with a field cperations team conslsting of approximatedy 120 members, Incluiing lability determination specinfiste and superndsors

TRAFFIC OPERATIONS

Hajj 2024: Najym ensures

pilgrim safety on the road

CEQ of MNajim for Insurance
Services  Mohammed  Yahva
Al-Shehrt expressed his  grati-
tude amd congratulations to
Ring Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, on the
pccasion of the conclusion of a
successiul Haj) scason this vear.

He also annoumced the sucoess
of Najm® operational plan for
Hag, wlich involved deploving
gheclicated homan and technecal
logistical capabilitics as well as
viehickes and other transportation
means o enhance traffic safety,
prompdly address traflic accidents
in the hody sites, and ensure the
aifety amnd security of plgrims
according o the highest standarnds,

"Al Nam, we are honoped to
have been part of the Haj's sucoess
by effciently implementing our
pfperational plan. Najm succeeded
in providing support Tor traffic
plans on the roads leading to the
holy sites and within the central
region, ensuring the safety of
pilerims and enhancing the efforts
of all relevant parties, including
the General Trallic Departmsent
and the Special Forces for Koad
Security,” sud Al-Shehr,

Najin's operational plan  for
this vear's Hajj season, comple-
ments the Ringdoms cfforts in
carimg for the pilgrims, providing
e beest services, amd cresting
cancitions  that alkow  them to

perform e Hap mtuals with
case  and imngqulity.  Nam's
plan relied on interactive maps,
advanced digital toods to respond
i ke accident reports, and
the enhanced capabilities of its
operations room equpped with a
nctwork of technical systems that
conirtbuted to faster response
fimes and hancdling of accldent
reporis. Smart applications and
svstems were also deploved to
serrvie pllprims and 1o reach traflic
accident sites in the shortest
possible timee,

MNajm participated in this years
Haji mission with a field opera-
tons tewm consisting ol approxi-
mately 120 members, including

HIGHLIGHT

Majm's plan relied on
interactive maps, advanced
digital toals to respond to
traffic accideant reports, and
the enhanced capabilities
of ite operations room
equipped with a network of
technical systems.

liability determination specialists
and supervisors oversecing the
mission. Tt oalso albocaiesd a el
of more than 80 motor vehicles
and modorcycles, Technical and
spipport tesams from the Command

and Control Center amd the IT

secior also  contributed, with
Nojm's teams assisfing in casing
traffic congestion and surveyine
traffic accidents in the hody sites of
Makkah, Mackinah, Mina, Arafat,
and Muzdadifah. Najm's leams
also provided msumnoe services
i pilgrims coming through all
bertder crossings.

Maym 15 a closed and undisted
Saudi  joint  stock  company
established in 20407, o promote
ithi  vehichs
in the Ringdom. I provides an
micgrated svstem of insuranee
sobutions and services to citizens,
residents, and visitors in 44 Sawdi
citses through a skilled Sawdi

Worklome,

msuGnce  sector

MOBILITY SOLUTIONS

Strategic expansion:
Budget Saudi

acquires AutoWorld

United  International  Trans-
porfation Company, or Budget
Saudi, a comprehensive mobdlity
soluitons provider in  the
Ringdom, has announced the
acquidzition of Al-Tazira Eqguip-
ment  Company, Emown  as
AutoWorld, a SEDCO Holding
owned vehicle leasing company.

Budget Saudis shareholders
volbed in favor of the acquisition
at the Extraordinary General
Assembly held on June 24, This
landmark marks a
signithcant mulestone i Budgel
saudi’s history and paves the
way for strategic expansion in
a ihynamic market poised for
healthy growth,

Following the approval of
the sharcholders at the EGM,
7 milllion ordinary shares paid
in full will be issued by Badget

(lecisiin

Saili to SEDCD Holding and
are expected to start trading
on the Saudi Exchange upon
completion of the necessary
procedures with the exchange
and  Securities  Depository
Center Company, The new
shares represent B.O6 percent
of Budget Sawdis share capital
after the capital increase, Once
the new shares are issued In
Favor of SEDCO Holding, a Saudi
Shariah institutional Investor
with deep experience amd a
strong track record of Investing
in national champions, it wall
directly and  indirectly own
&.04 percent of Budzet Saudi.
AuntoWorld's shares will be
transferred from SEDCO
Holding to Aljozoor Alrasekha,
a Budget Sawdi wholly owned
subsidiary.

STRATEGIC PARTNEHRSHIF

Emirates NBD inks deal
with Jarir Bookstore

Emirates NBED Bank, a leading
banking group in the Miildle
East, North Africa and Turkive
regtott, has signed a cooperation
agreement with Jarir Bookstore,
i enhance the CUsIOImer €Xper-
epee by offering  exclusive
services amnd bencfits to their
clients,

This significant step embodies
the vision of both companies to
foster innovation and expand
the range of services offered to

customers, in alipnment with

markef mecds  and customer
aspirations.
Marwan Hadi, group head

of retail banking amd wealth
management al Emirates NEID,
saic: "We are delichted with
pur partnership with Jarir
Baosokstore, the leading  retail
company 1 the region. This

Eoy

partnership reflects our joint
commitiment o providing the
Enesl services Looour customers in
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
to enhancing the status of both
Jarir and Emirates NBD Bank as
leaders in their ficlds”
Meamwhile, Abhciullcarim
Al-Ageel, CED of Jarir Bookstore,

ermplasized the Importance of

the partnership, saving “We

The aigning of

the caaperation
MmO randurm

took piace in
the presence of
[H= Key oxocutives
from both
_ organizations.

are pleased o collaborate with
Emirates NBD Bank, one of the
hareesd finamcial mstitutions in the
regon, 0 provide greater value
te our customers. This strategic
partnership allows us 1o offer
distincimve benefits and enhances
the shopping expericnos in our
branches, aligning with our
cotmenitment o providing the best
SErVIces Lo our customers.”

Corporate
Briefs
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Tech Inmovation

Dubai forum

reviews use of
Al in sports

Duhat Sports Councl orga-
nizesd the *Dubai Internatsonal
Artificial Intellizence Forum in
Sport ™ on June 25, in collabsn-
rathon with the Global Sports
Irmsovation Ceniber,

The forum, tithed “ Toward
Sports Future Induwstry,”
reviewed the batest Al expen-
ences and applications in
£lobal sports corporations
gpecialized in this field.

The event showcased suce-
cesfu] experiences i the use
ol Al in sports, and connected
local sports corporations with
global companies in the sporis
innovation fedd to create
invwestinsend opportunibes

The forum was addressed
by Saecd Hareh, secretary:
general of DSC, and Schastian
Lancestremere, direcior of
spoits management and strate-
£ic parinerships at Aicrosoft.

Empowaoring Usors

Honor unveils
industry-first
Al features

Glohal technology brand
Hooor resvealed two inoustsy-
leading on-device Al innova-
tions created to empower
individuals and introduce

a new bevel of user safety.
During its keynole al MWC
Shangha 20024, titled *The
Humman-Al Synergy: Intel
ligent Devices Will Empower
Peaple Better,” Honor show-
cased] 1t latest advancemenls
in human-centric Al, Al
Defocus Eve Protection and
Al Deeplake Destection., Daar-
mg the kevynote session, the
brand also reiterated its focws
on human-centric on-device
Al anicl 112 beliel in the poten-
tial For Al-enabbed hardware
Lo empower wsers by deliver-
ing tailored services while
protecting user privacy.

Strong Performance

Kaspersky
reports 19%

growth in META

Raspersky demonsiriied
strong performance i 200253,
marked by an 1l percent
grovwlh in the company’s mel
siles bookings, This increase
was primartly driven by
robust sales of the company's
B2E prodoct portfolio, which
|1:|.'-ir"||[|-' g PETCeT Vel o
year, In 20235, Raspersky's
global non-audited com-
hined revenue amounted to
721 million. In the Middle
East, Turkive and Alrica
region, Kaspersky saw 19
percent business growth.
The B2R <ales in the Midelle

East grew by 28 percent,



Australle's Aryna Sabobonkn anys
aha ks ot 100 percent certaln of
Elaying her first reund Wimbledan,
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TENNIS

Egypt's Mayar Sherif in confident

mood ahead of Wimbledon opener

Arab Mews L codon

Egvptian tennis plaver Mayar
Sherif, who last year reached a
career-high No, 31 in the warld,
is gearing up for her second
appearance at Wimbledon next
week and looking o lmprosve on
heer fArst round exit kst vear,

Egvpl’s top-ranked [emale
player will get her champion-
ship up and munning in the first
rovind against Hungarian quali-
lier Dalma Galfi,

Ater a shaky start to the
vedar, Sherifl spoke to Arab News
about her upturm in form going
into the grass-court grand slam
cvend, conbdence-boosting
wins, and being an Arab female
sparting rode model,

How did you manage

to improve your form
in 2024 after a challenging
atart to the year?
The vear started off tough due
o an injury I sustained early on,
which took a mental tdl. Even
after two months  recovery,
regaining my  strength and
capabalites was laking some fme.,
Howewver, 1 used this challenge as
a positive experience wherne
I focused on securing one
win al the Madlrid Open 1o
help boost my confidence
and get mysell back imto
maich rhythm. Not only
edid this win happen

once,  but  taice,
which I am incred-
iy proud of.

How did it feel to

reach your carcer-high
ranking of No. 31 last year,
and what are your targets for
returning to or surpassing
that ranking?

Reaching a career-high mnking
of Mo 31 in the wordd was a prod
milestone for me, My coaches
and [ [ocused on consistent

progress and hard training,
which led to sipnificant

improvements  in iy
gaime, This vear, we
alm 1o achieyve more and
rank higher. My team

has been mcred-

thly  supportive,
pushing moe
bevond my
bHrlts, - and

J

working tirelessly (o help me
become a better player.

( What does it mean

.! to you to be Egypt's
most successful tennis
player ever?

Being recognized ns Egypt's maost
siccessful  tennis  plaver ever
cames a greal responstbibty, 1
sec mysell as a role mode]l for
vounger plavers, and ["ve always
believed that my career is just the
beginning. My goal is 10 inspire
more tennes players [rom Egvpl
and other African countries Lo
break into the world's top 10O
femmis players.

( How do you feel about
.!lrupﬂnia;anmﬂmﬂf

Arab tennis players,

both female and male,
alongside Ons Jabeur?

1 feel honored o nspire the next
generation of Arab tennds plavers,
However, Inspiration is Hmitless,
and I want to be able to inspire all
kinds af athletes, especially those
who do not have proper access
to sport. Which 15 why, I'm also
proawd o support adidas’ cfforts
i encourage young athletes o
pursue thelr goals in sports and
overcome pressure. In addition,
being a positive role  model
motivates me o confinuously
pmprove my game. s rewarding
i see vounger athletes ook up to
us, and I'm committed to showing
them what's possible through
dedication.

EURO 2024

England seek spark

against Slovakia to take
advantage of soft draw

There has been little in the Three Lion's performances in Germany so far

AFP Gelasarsicieen

England manager
Gareth Ssouthgate has

pinpointed expectation
for the lestering unease
among his side's traveling
support but demand on
the Three Lions to dellver
at Euro 2024 has only
risen after landing In the
s0oft side of the draw.

Southgates men  begin what
they hope will be a road 1o Berlin
for the final on July B agaimnst
Slovakia in Gelsenkirchen on

A rematch of the Euro 20080 final
with Naly or Switzerland would
then await in the guarters, while
Ausiria, Turkive, the MNether-
lands oF Romania are potential
sernifinal opponents.

There has been  little  in
Englands  porformances in
Germany 50 far to justifv their
hype as pre-tonrmament favorites,

But with Gemany, France,
Spain and Portugal all on the other
side of the draw, the pressare has
intensified on a nichly talented
spuiadd to finally starl performing
&s a team.

“If people are being negative,
its only because they expect a
lot from you, which is o positive
thing” said Newcastle winger
Anthony Gordon, who could be
one of the chanpges Southgate
turns fi.

“II''we want that to stop, we just
need o perform and give people
what they want (o see”

Despite  topping Group G,
England have managed only

Southgate's mon begin what they hope will be a rond to Berlin for the final on July 14 against Stovakia in Gelsenkirchen on Sunday. 07

two godls in their opening threc
EAITIES.

The quartet of Phil Foden,
Jude Bellingham, Bukayo Saka
and Harry Rane combined for
14 goals in club foothall n the
202 2 campakgn.

But together they have been
a disjointed attacking unit that
southgate is under huge pressure
to shake up in Gelsenkirchen.

Foden las rejoined the sguad
after fiving back home 1o attend
the birth of his third chald.

However, his kack of time on the
training feld this week may mean

the Premier League's player of
the vear is the fall zuy to try and
balance the attack.

England’s lack of width on the
lefi hias been exposed by South-
gate having mo natural lefi-hack

avallable due to Luke Shaws
injury and Foden's tendency 1o
crift inswie.

trordon looks set to be handed
hiz chance despite having just a

fewy minutes action In the tourma-

ment so far,
“My main strength 15 thai

I'm very direct. I'm obvioosly
guick, s0 I'm a nightmare for

anyvone 1 play against,” Gordon
todel reporters on Friday to push
his case for a Arst compelilive
England start.

"I'm not a very zafe player, I'm
always going for it I'm abways
trying o pul people on the back
food,

"l think with the plavers we've
pof, the likes of H (Kanel, who
fikes to drop deep, [ think 1 ackd a
chiferent element to the team.”

Kobhie Mainoo is expected o
start in micfield after the 18-year-
odd made an impressive Impact
in his second hall appearance

against Sloventa. Southgate also
faces a clamoar 1o unleash Cole
Palmer,

The Chelsea playmaker, who
scared 26 paals at club level last
seascr, caught the eve in his late

cameo aginst Slovenia and had

England's only shot on tanget of

the second halk

50 {ar Southegate has remained
sieadfast and stubborn in his
team selection, making only one
change to his sfarting lineup as
Comnor Gallagher replaced Trent
Mexander-Amodd in midtiekl for
the third match.

Sport
Briefs
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‘Rara’ injury

Sabalenka

nol certain
for Wimbledon

Australinn Open champion
Arvma Sababenka sud Saturday
lye ks ol 100 percent ™ oer-
Lain of playimg her frst rogamd
Wimbdedon match due toa
“rcally rare™ shoulder imjpury.

Sahalenha, a two-time semi-
Analist at the All England Clil,
had o quidt heer quarterfinal
maatch against Anna Ralins-
kaya in Berlin last week due (o
the problem.

“I'm nod 100 percent B
now,” admitied the 26-vear-osd
Beelarusian who s due to face
Liith-ranked Emina Bektas
ol the US in the firsd rount on
Monday. AFP

WSL
Goalkeeper

Earpsl
Man United

Manchester United goal-
keeper Mary Earps appeared
t fire a parting shot at the
direction of the club under
minority owner Jim Ratcliffe
on Saturday as she became
the latest high-profile player
to leave the Women's Super
League sicle.

The England international
&aid she could not achieve
her career ambithons at a
Club undergoing “rans-
Eln.”

Rince his takeover of foaot-
ball operations at Old Traf-
ford, billionaire businessman
Ratchiffe has made it clear
that the focus has been on
the men's team. AFP

Austrian GP

Max Yerstappen
resists Norris
attack in Austria

Max Verstappen resisted a
spirited attack from Lando
MNorris on Saturday to claim
victory for Red Buoll in a feisty
sprint race af the Austrian
Grand Prix.

The series leader and
three-time world champion
delivered a home win at the
Hid Bull Ring with a fighting
response after being passed
by MeLaren's MNorris inthe
opening bps.

His win was his third sprint
trivomph this vear, his fifth m
succession and his 10th im 15
comtlesis. AFP

Follow Arnb News
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Lana Del Rey and Quavo wil
reloass thelr mew country-trap
single, Tough,” on July 3. The
artists confirmead the date with an
Instagram post featuring a black-
mnd=white photo of Del Rey putting
a dimmand chaln on Quave

1. : .
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Summer glow

Here are six radiamni
prodducts from Arab brands
that will glve vour baody a

lirmimons glow this sumimer.

Nadine Njeim

The Lebanese actress’s
newly launched beauty line
features two producis, the
Crlovw Satin THuminator Prime
and the Glow Lighter Liguid
Highlighter, guaranieeing a
rachant summer glow,

Bex Beauty

Emirati Yemeni singer
Balgees Fathi's beauty brand
affers a set of three highlighters
i tan, rose, and gold,

&
Asteri Beawiy

For those who prefer powder

highlighters, the Saudi brand

offers a two-shade option —
pink and vellow — calledd Diesert

Diamodicl Highlighter,

MNoha Nabil

Highlighters from the Emdrati
Exvptian influencer come in four
shades, IEATUNNE rch (HEmenta-

Lo, and are saiiiakde [oF use an
e face, lips and body,

Huda Beanty

Hizhlizhters are not only
for the face. Try Huda Beawiys
Besdy Drip Shimmering
Diry Ol Lo add a radiand
elonwy to your body,

Mond

This highlighter from the
Egvptlan brand not only
provides radiance, but also
coniains nourtshing ingredi-
ens, apch as sweel slmopdd.

macadamia, argan, and others
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Arab designers unveil
latest couture collections

Arab News [ ooal

From Saundi talent to
Lebanese couturiers,

the now-concluded Fall,
Winter 2(k24-25 edition of
Paris Haute Conture Week
played host to top-tier
Arab creativily.

AmongE the hEhhgshts was Saach
desizner Mohammed Ashi,
Foumder of axhi Siwdbn, wihose
colbection, thbed *Sculpled
Clouds=" caplured his signalure
stvle of merging the theatrical
with elemvents of nature.

Froam dark to light to dark
agaain, the Billowing, yet strc-
tured, garments playiully
juxtaposed different styles and
bextures, and produced a dazding
drray of silhouettes, casily
slipping between hard and soft,
feminine and masculine.

The codlection drew heavily
from nature as well, The modiels
wore slck-back buns and
minimal makeap, and offered a
clean canvas to po alongside the
dramatic degigns,

!.-e'l':-:l.lll."-.-l'll.-r:-.r_:.:||r'|' E il Saah
presenbed touches of magsc and
specnicor for his guests, including
Avril Lavigree and Ellke Goulding,
al the Musee des Arls Decoratifs

With silks and velvel, the
couturier conjured a fantastical,
almost fadrytale world of bridal
reeens, gleaming folkage ancd
kil shacows

Saab’s fall collection was
presented dramatically at
midnight to elicit a dark mood.
Moxlels in black leather opera
glovies and graphic bands of black
gatin set the fone.

AMens Coutane Capss, [
off Saay’s theme since Fall
2022, were embrodered with
sequins and gleaming threads.
His opulent men’s couture e
continuees o add a new dimen-
sican Lo s b, catering Lo
2 market segment that craves
visihility,

In the predommantly waomen'’s
tasplay, organza whooshes
swirled artistly wpward from the
waist. Ag the show progressed,
the color palette softemed,

In ackdition, tried-amd-tesied

Hoor-length salhoueties dazzbed
in pemstone hues,

Lebanese desiEner Zuhair
Murads collection, which was
preseanied at Hode| Salosnon de
Rothechild, featured an array of
rich fabrics, incheding velvet, silk
ate] bace, with each e laving

mehiculous beadwork, sequins
and ecmbroidery

The color palette was dramatic
and sophisticated, dominated by
blacks, deep reds, and metallic
hues. The warmer tones of
bronze and copper were also
inclnded, Silhoasettes varied from

M i learndrrd
Arhi shawac
ofT a collaction
titled "Sculpted
clouds” whille
Elle Banh
YRt STl T |

n soft color

pakotie after a
range of moody
eveningwear.

=ity lmagEas

dramatic, YviHuminoas gowns
Lo sleck, boddy -hugsing dresses,
featuring darnng cutouwts and
necklines,

Notablde desien clements
included exaggerated shoulders,
intricate draping, and asymmet-

rical detall=

5 a h al i = |
:.:| i il 1 1K

Queen Rania
shares new

photos of
roval couple

Arab Mews (oo

Torekan's Quaren Ranka celebrated
her somn Crosm Prince Hussein bin
Abdfullah’s birthaday on Instagram
with a newly relcased portrait of
him and his wife, Princess Hajwa,
I the pheoto, 3 pregnant
Prancess Rajwa, swihio ks Sawd),
15 =ecn weanng a bghd, creamy
vellow madi dress from the
Spanish bramd Kabanne. The dress
features short sleeves, a round
nickline and a pathered detail
along one side, adorned with a
row Oof buttons. The crown prince
Was wienring a navy blue shirt and
matching troassers

Crown Prince Musseln bin Abdullah
and Prinoesa Rajwa irstagram

Guggenheim
acquires
works by
Emiratiartist

hrab News Dubinl

New Yorks Gugpenheim
Mui=cuim hins acgipred Ive works
by Emirati artist Mohamed
Ahmed Tbrahim, sacconding toa
statemsent by his representing
wallery, Lawrie Shabihi, in Dabal,
[heahim, a prominent figure in
UAE contemporary art, is known
For ils abstract and organic
sCilplures, many imspired by
A deep connection to the local
environment, particularly that of
his hometown of Rhor Faklan, on
fhe Gulf of Oman
[ 20052, Thiakim preseniedd
his work - notable for its electn
cobors and anamorpdeous form - al
the National Pavilion UAE exhibi-
tHows at the YVenice Béentaale, The
cxhibition celebrated his 40-vear
career, underscoringe his status as
a beading experimental artist from

the TTAE,

INTEERBWIE

| =i i F st

Resta

Saffiya Ansard CHubai

The UAE"S Fundamental Hospa
tality is setiing its sizhits on Saudi
Arahia with the launch of several
-::-I"1I.'-.]|||||||I:|: P ] sl Ivsve page
coneepts i the Kimgolom over the
course of the next 18 months.
Alava, Cipriani Dolbel, Gaia and
[.a Maison And will open in the
Ringdom, with Venetian- nsplred
Cliprsai Dosch schescuded o ogsen
its doors In Rivadh this year while
the othes concepls are expected Lo
welcorme oimers i 2025

urateur ciles hunger for

"Saudi is fast becoming a lnxury
dining haot spod with all the key
brands of the world opening here,
s it's definitely somewhere we
want i be,” Eveeny Kuzin, CEO
of Fundiamental Hospitakiny, told
Arab News, "We are wilnessang a
growing demand for *Made in the
GCC" dining experienocs, and we
are excited to contribute to this
vibirant culinary lnmdscape” he
ached,

Alaya celebrates Medsterra
e caplsine and featiires Micddle
Eastern intluences, while Gaa

Evgeny Kuzln s the CED of
Fundsmuntasl Hosplbta®ty, Sosied

offers a Greek-meets-Mediterra-
rean mena and La Makson And
a French-meets-Mediterranean
LRI,

“We chise Lo launch Clpeiani
Dhalci amc La Matson Ao in Saoch

Arabia because each of these
brands brings somsething unagues
o the tabde that we belicwve will
resonate well with the Saodi
amdbence.

“Alava offers a mvodern take on
Mediterranean and Levantine
cuisine, which is both famidiar and
mnovative. Cipriami Dolel, with its
rich heritage and luxurious Ikalian
stvle, birings a sense of tmeless
eleganoe, The Clpran bramnd (=
o of the most Bumons hoxouary
barancs i the world with a strong

Sawli cleenl base” Ruzin said.

*homegrown dining concepis amid Saudi push

When it comes o lannching
in Sandi Arabia, Kuzin is keen to
Al

“We will introduce certain
adapdations to alipn with local
sefrsiba b=, This michi nclude
cffering more privade diming
options {andy meorporating local
mgredients,” he said

Fundamental Hospitality has
rcre than 20 cancepts in the
UAE, Evrope and the United
States, with La Mason And most
r|1'|'||:J!. '|:l|II'III:|I:.: i [.||||-c|.-:||| il
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