The legend of Alexander the Great, one of the most famous figures
of ancient history, still looms large in our imagination. This
seminar aims to reveal the historical Alexander (356-323 BCE),
King of Macedonia, by examining his life and conquests. In lecture
and class discussion, attention will be paid to his relation with
Greek cities (such as Athens, Sparta, Thebes and Ephesus), with
the various provinces of his empire (such as Asia Minor, Egypt,
Mesopotamia and India), as well as with his officers and his army.
This course hopes to tlluminate the brilliance of his brief career

branko.vanoppen@yale. edu and the difficulties of maintaining the largest empire of his time.




