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(As aresult of the English, American, and French revolutions, libertarian ideals were
embodied in the structure of national governments. In England, the struggle between

Parliament and the absolutist Stuart monarchs culminated in the so-called Glorious
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Revolution of 1688. King James II was expelled, and the new king, William III, gave
royal assent (1689) to the Declaration of Rights (English Bill of Rights), which
guaranteed constitutional government. Subsequently, the monarch’s prerogatives were
limited by statute and custom. The idea of a constitutional system is described in the
writings of the English philosopher John Locke, which profoundly influenced the leaders

of the American colonies.)
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Taken from ’Declaration of Independence’
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Rule of law puts limits on the discretionary power of the

government, including the power to change laws.
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