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PROCLAMATION NO. 587/2008.

A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ETHIOPIAN
REVENUES AND CUSTOMS AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, most of the investors engaged in export
and import commercial activities have been the Federal
Government tax payers however that those government
services in relation to tax and export and import trade are
being rendered by a number of institutions problems
regarding with the manner of service rendering, keeping and
utilization of information and promotion of law and order are
being resulted;

WHEREAS, in addition to their similar activities
the Ministry of Revenue, the Ethiopian Customs
Authority and the Federal Inland Revenue Authority
have been following similar resource utilization and
organizational arrangement, thus the merging of the
three institutions will provide for the establishment of
modern tax and customs administration system,
expeditious and effective resource utilization and
manner of service rendering;

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to
transform the efficiency of the revenue sector to a high
level by merging the institutions;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55(1) of
the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

126 DM 2oL, s
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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Revenues and Customs Authority Establishment
Proclamation No. 587/2008”.

. Definitions

In this Proclamation unless the context otherwise
requires:

1/ “Tax” means tax and duty revenues classified to
be collected by the Federal Government, and
includes joint tax revenues to be shared
between the Federal and Regional Govern-
ments;

2/ “Branch Office” means a liaison office of the
Authority located in a regional state or city
administration;

3/ “Tax Center” means a tax collection station
administered under a branch office and located
in the vicinity of taxpayers;

4/  “Customs Control Station” means a station
administered under a branch office where
customs formalities are complied with and
collection of taxes and duties take place on
imported and exported goods;

5/ “Investigator” means an intelligence and
investigation officer of the Authority who
investigates criminal cases in relation to tax and
customs offences.

6/  “Prosecutor” means revenues and customs
prosecutor;

7/ “Region” means any state referred to under
Article 47 of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Ethiopia and includes Addis Ababa
and Dire Dawa city administrations;
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PART TWO
THE ETHIOPIAN REVENUES AND
CUSTOMS AUTHORITY

3. Establishment

1/ The Ethiopian Revenues and Customs Authority
(hereinafter the “Authority”) is hereby established as
an autonomous federal government agency having its
own legal personality.

2/ The Authority shall be accountable to the Prime
Minister.

. Head Office

The Authority shall have its head office in Addis
Ababa and may have branch offices, tax centers and
customs control stations, as may be necessary.

5. Objectives

The Authority shall have the following objectives:

1/ to establish modern revenue assessment and
collection system; and provide customers with
equitable, efficient and quality service;

2/ to cause taxpayers voluntarily discharge their
tax obligations;

3/ to enforce tax and customs laws by preventing
and controlling contraband as well as tax fraud
and evasion;

4/ to collect timely and effectively tax revenues
generated by the economy;

5/ to provide the necessary support to regions with
a view to harmonizing federal and regional tax
administration systems.

. Powers and Duties of the Authority

The Authority shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ establish and implement modern
assessment and collection system;

revenuc



1% OAATRE

bufulet\ 1IET DU RTC GG MICN L b7 EA, 997

Federal Negarit Gazeta No. .44

14™ July, 2008.... page 4126

€/

%/

z/

Qoo WAXTTIS e aowl
0774 G FhPT PANGGT Pt Lhwm-
AIAT LANAT JTA0Fa0 7 AN
LAt AMAPNET etame eJhaG e
P 1 T A0 AF8.4.000 PLC
IAT AJONo- %477 o PATeF Lo
AAZ

Jh0 héT 142591 Jha Pavh
A ORNT7 R72.04%04 P20, “10
e, TEVCPT  F20-P LG
IAE

gAnn "1nhé.e
%2 UL
GAT LANNAE

P LAIGCAT -Ih
gJhnh aom7 Lon

P1I°4NG PN WY RT0FIS
avav e P hE.909° ACTAAA PlAM
AXTh T Navam S AT 102 A
200 A7%00000 AL PPSTS
PI°CIC P PAMSAT PG
TG I°CI°% o-mt avwlqt+ 7 ANP
TS UIPTT Lavisn T (4.PLI°
e AL PO-AAT

AMSE o, 0FPF RPPCS AJhn
A0ANT POLLNLAT alEDTT LA
NAAT LI 1SAT Navah WA
Aov. @ 7ENT P24 PANITACERN
a /B emGPLAT ATL ANLALTEIC
AMLNT ANMAT PACELAE

Pw LR T API° A0 9700
TAam7 T0hAN AT79LREP PRCINT
PAAMGGE COv-P TPNNe poCYRT7
LHLINE

940 wLOTF7T o7 AWALPT 27509
Qa0 PRI apame e  NNLLTG
@B lon, av a0 POLUG POLom:
0P PTG MW PTT LAAANT P1I°4h
271 G 9t AT a0 T 075 ave-
M Ty PLIVINAE

VIP QAP av’p18: oL RIC COL0T17
0L9° anIC Lhom-17 0FPPT RWibnh
P CaLNMCT DTENTLTT CavhAhA
22l NboBoal- 7°A0 AT RT9.0%8
PavlE Am-o-PT PLCINT M7 £.I6
LANAT W 017LLP R avw/lAT (Lo-
ACI°E AT%.008 PLCINE

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

provide, based on rules of transparency and
accountability, efficient, equitable and quality
service within the sector; properly enforce
incentives of tax exemptions given to investors
and ensure that such incentives are used for the
intended purposes;

implement awareness creation programs to
promote a culture of voluntary compliance of
taxpayers in the discharge of their tax
obligations;

carry out valuation of goods for the purpose of
tax assessment and determine and collect the
taxes;

conduct study and research activities with greater
emphasis to improve the enforcement of customs and
tax laws, regulations and directives and the
collection of other revenues; and based on the result
of the study and research initiate laws and policies
and implement the same up an approval.

collect and analyze information necessary for
the control of import and export goods and the
assessment and determination of taxes; compile
statistical data on criminal offences relating to
the sector, and disseminate the information to
others as may be necessary;

organize a training center wherein to build
employees’ capacity; and design appropriate
training schemes;

examine goods and means of transport entering
into or departing from Ethiopia through
customs ports, frontier posts and other customs
stations, and ensure that customs formalities are
complied with;

provide information and appropriate support to
the Federal Police in the control of illicit
trafficking of goods and combating contraband;
and cause appropriate actions be taken in
accordance with the law;
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10/ investigate customs and tax offences, institute
and follow up criminal proceedings in courts;
for the discharge of such responsibilities,
organize its own prosecution and investigation
units and supervise their performance ;

11/ inspect and seize documents under the
possession of any person that are required for
the enforcement of customs and tax laws;
organize and operate modern laboratory
inspection of goods and documents;

12/ decide the place where import and export goods
are to be deposited; establish warehouses, issue
warehouse licenses; supervise duty-free shops;
control the handling and care of deposited
goods; suspend or revoke warehouse licenses;
collect license and service charges;

13/ delegate, fully or partially, its powers of
investigation, prosecution, prevention and
control of customs and tax offences as well as
tax assessment, collection and execution
powers to justice departments and revenue
collecting agencies of regional states; and
provide the necessary support for and follow up
its implementation;

14/ oversee and supervise the activities of the
National Lottery Administration;

15/ provide appropriate capacity building support to
regional revenue collecting agencies with a
view to harmonizing federal and regional tax
administration systems;

16/ enter into contracts and international agreements
regarding tax and customs administration;

17/ exercise the powers and duties that were granted
to the Federal Inland Revenue Authority and
the Customs Authority by other existing laws;

18/ own property, enter into contracts, sue and be

sued in its own name;

19/ perform such other related activities as required
for the attainment of its objectives.
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. Organization of the Authority

The Authority shall have:

1/ a Director General and Deputy Director Generals
to be appointed by the Prime Minister;

2/ prosecutors to be appointed by the Director
General; and

3/ the necessary staff.

. Powers and Duties of the Director General

1/ The Director General shall be the chief executive
officer of the Authority and, as such, shall direct and
administer the activities of the Authority.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, the Director General shall:

a/ exercise the powers and duties of the
Authority specified in Article 6 of this
Proclamation;

b/ employ and administer employees of the
Authority in accordance with the regul-
ation to be issued pursuant to Article 19(1)
of this Proclamation and salary scale and
benefit schemes approved by the
Government;

¢/ appoint and administer prosecutors of the
Authority in accordance with the
Regulation referred to in Article 19(2) of
this Proclamation;

d/ prepare strategic plans and annual programs
as well as budget of the Authority and
implement the same upon approval;

e/ effect expenditure in accordance with the
approved budget and work programme of
the Authority;

f/  represent the Authority in its all dealings
with third parties;

g/ prepare and submit reports to the
Government on the activities and financial
operations of the Authority;
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3/ The Director General may delegate part of his
powers and duties to other officials and
employees of the Authority to the extent
necessary for the efficient performance of the
activities of the Authority.

9. Powers and duties of Deputy Director Generals

1/ Deputy Director Generals, subject to directions
given from the Director General, shall;

a) assist the Director General in planning,
organizing, directing and coordinating the
activities of the Authority;

b) prepare and, upon approval, implement
plans of their respective departments;

c) perform other activities assigned to them by
the Director General.

2/ The Deputy Director General who is specifically
delegated shall act on behalf of the Director
General in his absence.

10. Budget

The Authority shall be administered by the budget
to be allocated by the Government.

11. Books of Accounts

1/ The Authority shall keep complete and accurate
books of accounts.

2/ Books of accounts and financial documents of
the Authority shall be audited annually by the
Federal Auditor General or by Auditor
appointed by the Auditor General.

PART THREE
ADVISORY BOARD

12. Establishment
An Advisory Board (hereafter the “Board”),
composed of competent professionals shall be

established to advise the Authority:

13. Designation of Board Members

1/ The Director General shall designate members of
the Board based on competence and efficiency.
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2/ The Director General shall be the chairperson
of the Board.

3/ The secretary of the Board shall be assigned
by the Director General.

14. Duties and Responsibilities of the Board

1/ Without being involved in the day to day
activities, the Board shall advise the
Authority on such matters of policy and
strategy as:

a) the impact of the tax assessment and
collection system on the general
economy and its compatibility with the
national fiscal policy;

b)  measures to be taken from time to time
to enhance the growth of government
revenue and modernize the tax
assessment and collection system;

c) systems capable of inducing tax payers to
develop their culture towards voluntary
compliance;

d) the coordinated efforts of the Government
and other bodies to prevent and control
acts of tax evasion and fraud as well as
illegal trade and contraband.

2/ The Board may establish sub-committees, as
may be necessary.

15. Meetings of the board

1/ The Board shall hold regular meetings once
every three months; and the chairperson of
the Board may call extraordinary meetings at
any time, as may be necessary;

2/ The meeting place of the Board shall be at
the head office of the Authority;

3/ Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Article, the Board may adopt its own rules of
procedures and manual.
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given to the Federal Police and Federal
Prosecutors under the Criminal Procedure
Code and other laws are hereby given to the
Authority’s Investigators and Prosecutors
regarding customs and tax offences.
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17.

18.

19.

Responsibility of the Federal Courts

The Federal Courts shall organize customs and
tax divisions that enable efficient enforcement of
customs and tax laws.

Responsibility of the Federal Police

1/ The Federal Police shall have the response-
bility to organize and deploy police force to
prevent criminal offences committed in
violation of customs and tax laws.

2/ The Federal Police force to be organized and
deployed in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article shall:

a) control contraband activities;

b) detect and apprehend criminal suspects
and bring them before courts of law;

¢) produce prosecutor’s witnesses to the
court of law;

d) seize contraband goods and submit to the
Authority;

€) accompany customs transit goods and
vehicles directed to their destiny;

f) safeguard institutions, controlling
stations and warehouses of the Authority
which are required to be safeguarded;

g) safeguard customs checking points and
national frontiers through which illicit
goods may be transited across the
border;

h) enforce security and order when
enforcement of seizure and foreclosure
on tax debtors’ properties take place in
accordance with the law, and take legal
action on those who obstruct or in any
way disrupt the proceedings of seizure
and foreclosure.

Administration of the Employees and
Prosecutors of the Authority

1/ Notwithstanding the provisions of the Federal
Civil Servants Proclamation No. 515/2007,
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20.

21.

a) the Authority may undertake and
implement organizational structure study
as may be appropriate for its functions;

b) the administration of the employees of
the Authority shall be governed by
regulation to be issued by the Council of
Ministers;

c) the Authority shall study a special salary
scale and employment benefit scheme
for its employees and submit the study to
the government and implement the same
up on approval;

2/ The Federal Prosecutor Administration
Council of Ministers Regulation No. 44/1997
shall, mutatis mutandis, be applicable to the
administration of Prosecutors of the
Authority.

Power to Issue Regulation and Directive

1/ The Council of Ministers may issue regul-
ations necessary for the implementation of
this Proclamation.

2/ The Authority may issue directives necessary
for the implementation of this Proclamation
and the regulations issued pursuant to this
Proclamation.

Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1/ The following laws are hereby repealed:

a) Articles 9(8), 20 and 33(9) of the
Definition of Powers and Duties of the
Executive Organs of the Federal
Democratic  Republic of Ethiopia
Proclamation No. 471/2005;

b) The Re-establishment of the Federal
Inland Revenue Authority Proclamation
No. 367/2003; and

¢) Articles 3 to 11 of the Re-establishment
and Modernization of Customs Authority
Proclamation No. 60/1997 (as amended).
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2/ No law, regulation, directive or practice shall,
in so far as it is inconsistent with this
Proclamation, be applicable with respect to
matters provided for by this Proclamation.

22. Transfer of Rights and Obligations

The rights and obligations of the Ministry of
Revenue, the Customs Authority and the Federal
Inland Revenue Authority are hereby transferred
to the Authority

23. Transitory Provisions

Any proceeding of a criminal case in relation to
customs and tax laws, whether it is at a beginning
or advanced stage of investigation or pending
before a court, shall continue in the same manner
until disposed finally.

24. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force up on the
date of publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 14™ day of July, 2008

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



