
Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

ETHlOf>lAN NATlONAl.rry LAW AND f>RACllCE 

by FtlSll Nalnun' 

N.tionailly In !he InlematioDai COIIteII 

Although nationality' is primarily a concept of inlCrnational scope which ideally 
should be mated by international law, unfortunatdy, tbe laws app~ed 10 nationality 
are not only domestic in nalure but conflicting as well; and the problems thu5 
raiiled are numomus and complicated, The two major classifications of problem. tbat 
the ~t international circumstances give rise to are those of $!.ateleSoSneso and 
dual (or mUlti) nationality, The effect of statelessneso i. to cuI the ~nk """ording 
indi>'idual. or groups of pwple ben.fi" of prolCction from the .lalC which they 
consider 10 be Ibeirs (since they identify witb no other 'talC); that of dual nation. 
aIily is 10 foroe them 10 give allegi .. """ to more than one state, At timos of 
national or inlCmational cri,i., the maltreatment of such individuals or group of 
people has been wilhout remedy. 

For purposes of litis amde nationalily ref"", to .he relationship of allegiance, 
protection and identification which an indi'idnal bas with a state. Nationality is a 
status thaI _ .. Its from bolb act and intent, and usually entails a partidpa.;on in 
the f"""tions of the stat •. 1• In the world loday there are several wa~ of acquiring 
nationality, hut tbey can be grouped into two broad classes ~ birth and naturaliution, 
The two basic approache. 10 determining nationality by birtb are jus ,oJi and Ju< 
..."guinLJ. By the fir$!., a child born in • gi"en Slate "A", beromes a. national of 
,Uol. "A'·. irrespective of the nationality of his parents. Since il it the binhplace 
of the child and not the nationality of his parents thai matters, a child born 
to· nationals of .talC ~ A·' ~ding abroad does not acquire the nationality of ,talC 
"A". whe-rca5 a child bom io SlAte "A" of either national of forelin parents 
beromes a national of stalC "A". Under ju.J wrrpu,iJ, a child aequim tbe nation· 
ality of his parents, irrespective of ,he binhplace. Thu< a child bom to parents of 
'IAte "B" nationality, beromes a national of state "B" whether born in .talC "A" 
or "B'". 

It is nOl difficull to imagine Ihe conftict wbich follows a Jmetinl of the pure 
forms of these t"'·o principles. A child bom 10 parents of $!.ate "A·' nationality, 
residinl in state ' <B" acquim the nationality of neither stalC "A" nor "B'· and 
therefore berowes stalCleso; a child born 10 IW"rnts of state "B" nationalily, residing 
in stale "A·· acq.w-es the nationalities of bo.h $!.ales "A·' and "B". Many states 
h .. " system. of nationa~ty law thaI compromise the IWO principles. wjth one or 
Ibe other predominating, whereas Olhe .. adhere 10 one or the other as the .. elusive 

• t.oct.«, ~tJ or I..oIw, H. S. I, U--';tJ. (Now OR .W<lyoloo .... al Yale Unh_y). 
I. "The I<rm "nat ..... ;1;J'"' ..til be u>«l ~<>I, . tlbouab ."'" ......" ""<iti=>sb,p" wilt be em-

ployed in \be tan ... pan of 1110 ..-bolo '0 m ... '0 tbo En""",, local 'Wu, .s ~ 
from _ ... tioaal"y. Note , .... ,"'" Re>";_ Conotitu"oll "'<Sf. 10 Etluopio.n DatiotWo .. 
" ... bjocu", • term <" •• "'''''' i. mo<o&r<!b<aI fonD of ~, .. 

I.. "The ...... io be!'< d<fin«! as • .....,...,rue portioD of tbo <&rib', .. rfaco ,,",inl • poople ut<S 
&II 10<I<pendm' , ,..,..,, of law. 
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determining factor for their nationality laws. for instanox, Argentina is clas.<ified 
as a jus soli state whereas Germany adheres to the nationality of tbe parents as 
the determining factor. The United States of America i. primarily a binhplace 
state whereas franox. in an effon to oblain as many nationah 1$ possible, has 
employed both principle. extensively,> The complexity of the intornational picture 
of nationality is funhered by recent t.gislaticm conoxrning married women and lbe 
principle of lhe equality of sexes.:z. Moreover the political events of this century 
ha"e rendered untold numheJ"i of pwple stateless; many thousands of emigrants 
ha'.., lost th.ir nationality as a result of ruthless legislation of expatriation again.t 
alleged political enemies.' 

Conflict' ari,ing out of dual nationalitY have been as cruel a. those arising 
from 'tateles,ness. Adoption and legitimitacy of children have given ri .... to dual 
nationality. \lorcover. some systems ha, .. permined their nationals to acquire • 
foreign nationality without losing their original nationality. A major dual nationality 
problem aro .. before and during World War II, when children born or immigrant 
paren" in lbe United States of America, visiting the home country of their parents, 
were conscripted into the military service ;n tbose countries as natinnal. due to 
their parents' nationality,-

Although international conventions, treaties and protocols bave attempted to 
soh'e some of the questions, the results have not been ",-.-rly reassuring. Probably 
the most important conference so rar has been the 1930 Hague Con, .. ntion on 
Conllict of Nationa~ly Laws, which, in .an effort to avoid both statelessness and 
dual nationa~ty, tried to enforce al uniform laws as po$sible. Allbougb uniform 
solutions to the many problems in thi. field could not be found, tbe exchange 
of opinions and the agrttment that was reached on some points wu a step 
forward. Moreover, the Convention became lhe foundation for the nationality laws 
of some states including lhe 1930 national;ly law of Ethiopia. 

Ethiopian Natiooalily La .. 

The Revised Constitution of 1955 states lbat "lbe law shall determine the 
condition. of acquisition and loss of Ethiopian nationality and Ethiopian citizenship.'" 
The law in fo= on tbe ,ubject i. the Ethiopian Nationality Law dated Hamle 15, 
1922 (Eth. Cal.), as amended on Meskerem 25, 1926 (Eth. Cal.).- This law, pub­
lished in &'Mnerl<l Selmn,' i. One of the Oldest Ia .... existing in tbe Ethiopian 
lepl system, Except for the incorporation of a few interpretation. from the mod.,.n 
codes, it remains ;lIlAd; Al'ld ,in~ n~ilher Ih~ Civil Code of 1960 nor any other 

, See R.A. S«!I«, N>1ionalit~ Domicil< ond ,he P....,....l Law in Etbiopi&, Jo",,.,j of EJ/tJopiJ»< 
lAw (I\I6~, Il0l. 1/, p. J61 &lid Ih< di.., ..... .", bast<! "" Oppenheim, illlm,«1DItoJ u,", 
(S'h <d. ,'01. I), p.. 6SI. 

la, E.. R.b<l, nu, Cot<jllct of La-o." ,·01. I (1918), p. llt_J2. • 
•• , 
•• 

INd, 

An. 39, R .... i1<d eooSti'u,lon of Ethiopia. 
11>< co.rnplc<e ,.", at both ta .... au reprodl>CC<! a. ,,~_ A ... d II. 11>< Or<roriaD Cal­
endar ... ,11 b< u1<d throopo"', un"'" otberwi>< i""~t<:d by "EIh. a.L~ 
~"" S.t<.Jn MI. the oI!icioi ~, "'P"""" in """"'" important l<si.tation .pp<attd 
priof '0 .he establishmen' of ,he N~;I G.>,,'~ in t94Z. 
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part of !.he Neg"';1 Ga:ela expr=ly or impliedly repeale<! or amended il. il re-­
mai ... with full fo~ and e!feet. 

(a) Blrtb NadOllallly 

The Nationality Law. 'tatilli the general jur JangUinis principle, reads, ··Any 
pe,"",n born in Elhiopia or abroad, ... hose father or mother is Ethiopian, is an 
Elhiopian ~ubject:.. A child born 10 !XI,..,nl, .. ith Ethiopian nalionalilY acquires 
Elhiopian nationality irrespec!i'"e of the birthpb~. BUI Ihe gcneral principle is 
somewhal qualified by subsequenl anid<$. A subsequtnt genem! principle It.o.l<$ 
thaI, '·E>"e1)' ~hi!d bom in a b",1"ul mixed marriagc. . follows the nalionality of 
hi1 fathor.'" Thus, a cbild born 10 a lawfully married Ethiopian father and a 
mOlher witb foreign nationality, acquires Ethiopian nalionality;'" if il is tbe mother 
that i. of Ethiopian nationality and the fathor Ius fnreign natinnality, the child 
follnws his father'. nationality. A cbild born outside bwful marriage wilh one 
Ethiopian patent acquires Ethiopian nationality, and e,·en ,,·here the father of forei", 
nalionality subsequently, b .. 1"ully marri<$ the Ethiopian mother, Ibe law .tates lhal, 
"the ebild legitimated through !his 'UbseqUCDt marriage follow, Ibe nationality of 
hi. foreign falher only on condition lhal the ""Iinnal law of Ihe lalter confon 
upon him Ihe foreign nationality "ith all inherent righl$. OIhet"Wise the child pre-­
ser.-es his Ethiopian nationaliIY"·!! A child retains his E(hinpian nationalilY when 
adopted by a person (or persons) wi!.h fnreign nationality, and adoption ·'doe-< not 
imply any change of lhe adopted child', original nationality:'" 

Thu. Elbiopia tend. to avoid both statele .. ness and dual nalionality in follo,,·, 
i1l3 !.he jur songu;"is princ:iple rather strictly, taling !.he nationality of the parenl$ 
as the e~dusive determining fac10r. No provision is made in !.he bw for any other 
child born ,n Ethiopia 10 acquire Elhiopian nationlllity exoept through naturalization. 

(b) Nltionalit~· by NaruraUzatioa or Indi.idual 

.As already mentioned. the alternative method of acquiring nationalilY i. through 
natur.llizalion, by which a person is granted the nalionlllity of a S\A1e aft« fulfilling 
oeruin requirements. No state, of conne. Illlo~ a person to be both .., Illi"" and 
a nalional at a givt"n poinl ;11 time. ThMe ltat<$ permitting Ibeir nationah to 
acquire • second Rationality nill consider them primarily '" their national. but 
have givt"n !.hem leave 10 acquire a second nationality so thaI they may nol 1"", 

""nain "'"~fit< <uch a~ the right to work '" nwn I'm~ny in another '<fale. 

Ordinarily, thore are sevt"ral requirements which a person has to fulfill before 
being 8t:>.nted nationality. and although Ihese requirem""l$ may vary in degree, they 

I . An. I. Ethiopian Nalioftality La ... 
~. An. 6. E,hiopian N .. "'-lit)' La,... 

10 No<c ,hal uO<kr An. 6 ouch • clIild ""'1 .. '" 10 ~ !hal bo is 1\01 ..... ,ed ",oil ,1>0 
oriJinaI __ Iity or hi. """her. if "",..".,<><1 to "" >0. 

II . An. 8. E,hiopi.an Nltk>o>alit1 La .... Ne,. , .. , '''''''' i, "" _I at ill<&i'llna<y In ,1>0 
EIIUoopian La .. a..:l lbor<fOn: I<Jil_ion ""'" !\Ol «itl. Or><>': lilia/ion I ..... b/ish«!. it it _<rial _her , ..... p.o. .... ' i, .......ned '''' ,he oVt« pa!"«ll. f;f. CivIl Cod< of Ethiopia 
_ II. Toole IV. O»pI<r to. 

Il An. 10. Etbiopiaa Nab<>Dality La ... Ccoversel7, • minor &<Iopf«I. by III EIhiopi;an ... bjoct 
__ tIloerd>7" _"' ... EIIUoopian DOlk>o>ali' ,. 
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tend to be generally of tl10 same ... rt. Undor tbe Ethiopian law, these r¢ljuiremonu 
are listed as fuUowo: 

"A foreign pt""n ",ho: 
(a) has attained the age of majority according to the la'" of his country; 
(b) has at I=t lived for five year< in Ethiopia: 
(c) can earn his living. to provide for himself and his family; 
(d) can read an<! write tbe Amharic language; and 
(e) produces .vidence to the dlect that he has not been previously convicted 

for crime Or .in; 
can become an Ethiopian subject."" 

I, hu been mistakenly state<! that the Ethiopian Nationality Law r¢lju,res the 
foreign pc""n to be "of full age according to tbe regulatio", of the national law" 
from wbich has fOllo .... ed that he m""t therefore "be 18 under Article 198 of the 
Civil Code."" The reason for r¢ljuiring majority under the law of his country ;. 
simple and clear. Ethiopia wants to avoid being accu~ of having contracted with 
a pcrson of a foreign ,tate ,ha. may consider him too young lO make ,ueh a 
decision. Since practically all legal systems distinguish betwttn minors and adults 
and since Ibe difference in age limit i. gen~rally not much from one system t<> tn. 
other. it is unlikely that this require"",nt would gh .. rue to problematic cases." 
The imp<>r!ant thing to note is that under Ethiopian law, minority i. a bar and 
only an adult may bec<>m<: an Ethiopian subject by naturalization. The justification 
for Ihi. requirement lies in the fact that natura/iu,ion i. a juridieal >'olunta')' act 
with irnponant legal and p'''''tical conS<'qucn=. 

A$ \0 the 6>'o-yea, resid.""" requirement, it is officiaUy und .... tood that residence 
presupposes legal entry and comp~anct witb aU fo'ma~ties and ,egulation$ of the 
immigration law of the country. Thus a naturalization application may bt denied 
for violation of .he aforesaid law. MoteO>'''. the 6 .. ~-year period mmt bt both 
continuous and immediately prroeding the application_ The ohvious policy reason. 
for the residence requirement at(: '0 enable government authorities to test the char· 
acter and suitab'bty of the app~canl on the one hand, and to enahle the indivi­
dual concerned to become acclimatized to the coun.ry, its people an<! their way of 
living, on the other. [n short, it is to give time to both state and individual to 
te>t y,hcther the relationsllip would be desirable. 

The .taIe requites Ih. individual con .... rne<! ~ be ~b!o to eatn IUs Evins. tQ 
pro.;de for himself and for hi. family <if any). sn that naturalization will not 

Il. An. t2, Ethiopiul N&!~;ty \..ow. In >Om< l<i"'l .)'>t=>. an alt ........ 'v< requimrn<n' 'M (b) 
i. for ,1\0 "" ...... to """" _ lllcir ~,. in ford", "",I for tile SW«I I'<ri<><1 of 
10m •. U. 110< Ind' .. c- (t9~, ,-0\. 11. Q'izen.hip Act '" 1955. 

14 Sodl<r, ci,ed ab",~ a' """ 1. p_ 166. "llhooah tile p«»-;s;.;", """"" &m~_' &! ~," .i&!>t, "I>m 
one consldon thai tile 1>. ... «"", .. ly """'t;o~. r.'h;Opia "-"""'-<r it .-.1'= ,~ Hhiop<an law 
.1>11 docs 1>01 do '" be", "Indar<"'" <I"". not rr><4tI "o«~.-d;na '0 u.: r<'SulatioM of 
tile nati.",,1 1>. .... bu. in 'bi, parti<utar ins<=« "a<>«>f<!int; '0 tb< t .... of ~b """",.,... 
(=plluU added). Tbe au.l>ori.y ",(",rod '0 _. """,hd, "'i'h • 'aulty ,ran,lation and tile 
obvioo. disad",,",- of DO' b<iq able to <htcl. it. 

1~ On< posoib\< """ tNot ""'Y rai .. problnr .. i •• h., of.be ".t<1eos penon, PN ....... bly i.\his 
caoe Ethiop .. • ..... of ~ty bcina .. ,<ley.tnt '" "D)' 01l .. r I)'>Icm', "n. tn of tile 
Chil Code ""","d appiy_ 

- In _ 

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

JO UilN,u. OF ETHIOPIAN LAW _ VOL. VnI _ No. J 

place an extra burden on Ibe liOciely and the state. The Langu.tge proficiency is 
prt$umably ascertained by ex.amination$ of a uniform standard. The reuon under_ 
lying Ibe Ambaric requiremenl is thai a workable knowledg<: of Ibe official languag<: 
i. es .. nlial nOI. only ror the feeUng of unity and onen .. , ,,-;th the society. but 
also ror a better under'tanding of Ibe society and for a life of usefulneu and 
C<I-OpenUion. 

The last requirement i$ the production of ... idence showing that he bas not 
been p ..... iou'ly con~ictod for " crime or S;n·'. This provision should he read in 
the light of Ibe Ethiopian Penal Code of 1957 and interpreted 10 ...... n ·'malum 
per sen crimes--acls and omission. tbal haye uaditionaUy been recogni .. d 10 he 
wrong and made generally puni.llable. nu. interpretation does not include polly 
offences under the Code of Petty Off.,..,~ for it would seem undt$irablc and un_ 
"",,,,,nable 10 deny nationality purely on the basi. of polly offence. The ,tai!' "",nUi 
to avoid building up a society of criminals. thus the criminal impunily requin:ment 
should be directed only Inward. crime and nol polly o]fence. The evidence must, 
0( course, be produced in tho form of document s.igncd by proper authorili ... 
Since the applicanl would have resided in Ethiopia ror a minimum of live years, 
under usual circumstance< the production of documentary evidence from the proper 
Ethiopian aUlhorilies would suffice. U.uaJly the certificate of impunity is obtained 
from the Registrar of the Higb Court. This means lba crime, committed and 
punishmenUi .. rved in other lands prior to taking residence in Ethiopian are usually 
not taho into consid«alion. This is a sound approach to tbe extent his five years 
or more stay in this country sh<>ws ,hat he would be an accep\llbk citizen despite 
hi. previous commiWon of crime ebewbere. 

After stud)ing the practical applicalion of Ibese five naluralizalion requiremenUi, 
Marein, a one_time Attorney ~nct111 and Legal Advisor to the Eth;opl.an Go,·ern_ 
menl '!.ales in hi. famous hook thai, '·many foreign'" ha,·e lately bten granted 
Ethiopian citizenship without possessing any of tbe qualificalions laid down in the 
said law" from which he con<:lud .. that. " t he !NIid law bas either faUen into desu· 
etude or that it was n ... ·er properly promulgated:'" In fact, the law hai neirur 
fallen ,nto dt$uetude or lacked p'<>per promulgation: it has simply beoen amended 
by the Nationality law Amendment Proelam3\i<>n of Meskerem 25, 1926 (Elh. Cal.) 
to allow lhe Ethiopian Government to wai'"C: =tain n:quiremenu. 

The amendment reads in part, "The Imperial Ethiopian Governlllellt may grant 
Ethiopian nationality to a fordgn applicant, if he is deemed 10 be useful to the 
counlry or if there a .... .."". ~pooial reason~ for crantinc him Ethiopian nationality, 
ootwithstanding non-compliance with Article 12 (.u~arts. (b) aDd (d» <>r the afore_ 
said Nationality Law:' Under Article 12(b), the applicant must ha,·e resided in tbe 
country for a minimum of five ~ Since one of tbe main reuon. for the fiv .... 
year residence requirement i. to allow the state to leSt the suitability of sou:h a 
relationship, once the individual concerned has inspired confidence, this pol;"y consi_ 
deration has lost ilS meani.ng. Furthermore, polilicaI. social or economic inlerest< 
of the state may jUstify dispensing with the live year reside""". The Amharic lan­
guage requirement <>r Article 12 may al"" be waived. Where, tor ins!.ance, a person 
has li,·ed in Ethiopia for many year .. aided and cooperated in the national effort 

1~. N. Murin. no. a.q,;.,., £mpl~ Fedmltl4o< _ lAon (19.s4), p. ~ No« thai .,.;"- ;. ,t.< 
PrncItmoh"" Am<!>din, ,1:10 Notional;', \.& .. mrn'i<Jocd in _, dItd &1>0>" &I DO« 2. 
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for development, lhereby .howing his fetlings for the society and his life of we_ 
fulnes •. Ethiopian nationality should nol be denied him simply because il may be 
100 laIC for him 10 kam Amhari<o (especially wbere be bas losl hi. original nation­
ality by residing here). Again. special social. economic or political inU;re>i$ of the 
state migbl deserve consideration. 

Article 14 of Ibe Nationality Law establisbes a special commission comprising 
the Ministers of Inlerior and Foreign Affairs and one other governmenl official. The 
comminion is given the dUly of examining the application together "'ith tbe identi_ 
fying papers and a ~rtifi.cate of impunity submined by Ih. applicant to the Minis­
try of Foreign Affairs. It must be poin ted out tllat the granting Or refusal of 
such an application is "ilhin the absolute discretion of the commission. which must 
hur the applicant in person. If grantc<1, nalumliution is conferred after tho person 
has sworn an oath of allegiance to Ihe Stato before the commission. 

Unlike ",me nther sy,toms. in Ethiopia naturalization is a purdy administra­
tive proceeding." The decision reached b)' the commission is final and no kgal 
right of appeal lie. (rom it." Morwver. the opportunity for a foreigner to Ix>come 
an Ethiopian subject is a mere mailer of grace. favour or privilege extended to 
him by Ihe .tate. Nonetheles'!, in view of the constitutional requirements of equal 
prolection of the law and tbe acquisition and loss of Ethiopian nationality 10 be 
determined by th. law," the naturalization law and practice sbould be construed 
and enforced wilh uniformity. 

Nalll~ization of Famlly 

It i, surprising to note that Ihe wife of a naturalized person doe. not aulo­
matically become an Ethiopian subject by the act of her husband; .he is required 
10 apply for il personally."" The law i. silent as 10 Ihe S1atu. of minor Children 
of the naturalized person. but one might anologize tbeir position 10 that of we 
wife and conclude tbal they would have 10 apply for it personally wben Ihey reach 
aduhhood. Although il is IheoreticalJy possible f<:rr the commission 10 grant natural_ 
ization 10 $Orne member of a family and deny it to another, il i, improllable 
sina: the Ethiopian Nationalily Law is designed to avoid both dual nationality 
and S1atolessness. and ought nol create unnecessary complicalions to the family 
involved. The eifcci$ of the hu>band-father's acquisition of Ethiopian nationality 
On III<: members of We family i, an important factor for consideration and the 
family . hould generally be coru;idered as a uni!." altbougb there would bave to 
be separate applK;ation~ 

If an Elhiopian subject is subsequently ]a,,'fully married to a woman with 
fOll'ign nationality. Article 2 of the Nationa~ty Law confers Ethiopian nationality 

17. Variou •• »_ dill'cr in 'heir ~.In ,he UDi'od S ... , .. of Am<ric&. fo< iru .. "", .... tu,_ 
aliza'ioo i •• j~icial prooood;"" ct. CMJH<' /"' .. S«wodum (1936). v<>!. III. p. 844. 

18. nus do<s "'" p<ee]ud<; ,he Emp<ro< from U'i~ hi. pr<ropti"" '0 ..... ' ... ,;o,..lity. Soc 14111_ 
19. Art .. 3S and 39. R<>iood Cono"MiOil of E'hiopia. 
20. Art. 16. EtlIiopWI Natio .. lity Law, A ptl4<l. nei,her """,Id til< buobanol of • """,,",i=l 

woman au,om>,ticalty I><com< an Etbiopi>.tl .ubjca "" ,he act of his ",if •. (ct. Art.. ) and 
4. E,h;opian Nationality \.aw). 

21. N"", ,hat til< R<Visod eo"",i",,;"" tok .. a <k<-p in""'" in the .mf .... of ,I>< family •• 
thi". ""k"....." in man. "",""i,u,;"" •. Art. 48 read •• "\lIo Ethiopian f.".,ily .. i. WHIer 
til< .ptCial prot<dioo<> of ,110 law." 
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On her. Since the pn)vision doe$ not qualify the Ethiopian suhject. the term in_ 
dudes both subjects by birth and through naturalization. The Nationality Law'" 
defines iawful marriage in terms of where. the marriage is contracted and whicb 
party is tbe Ethiopian .ubject. But since the Civil Code has a different and ex­
panded concept of lawful marriage, it ougbt to be assumed that tbe Civil Code 
supersedes the Nationality Law in tbis =pect, since tbe Civil Code i. the latelt 
manifest intention of the Ethiopian Law_maker.22 

A foreign-nationality woman legally marrying an Ethiopian subject is automatic­
ally entitled to become an Ethiopian national as provided for in Article 2. This Article 
howe"er might rai", tile problem of dual nationality if understoOO to be .. If-execut­
ing, that ;. forcing, $D to sa}'. tbe woman ;n question to acquire Ethiopian national­
ity in addition (if tbe woman wanti te> retain her ntber natie>nality and is aU"we<l 
to do .0 by tbe other country', nati"oality Jaw) to ber otber nationality. Consider­
ing the ",ference in Article 6 to the "original nationality of bis mother'" tbe con­
clul-ion that Article 2 is ,,,,If...,xecuting, whether or not she .till "'\ains her other 
nationality. becomes pretty difficult to rebuL It bas been stated that such a woman 
"might have dual nationality ... ,tiU, it i. desirable from Ethiopia's standpoint 
that a married woman have the same uatio.nality as her husband."" No reasons 
are Slated why it should be mOre desirable for the woman to have tbe same nation­
ality as her husband', and have dual nationality, than to have different nationality 
from her husband's but have no problem witb dual nationality (like the Ethiopian 
wOman who according to Article 4 would "'lain her Ethiopian nationality if her 
marrying a man with foreign nationality did not confer UPOD ber the foreign nation_ 
ality). The dual nationa~ty problem ,,'ould have been Cl\sily $DIved by conditioning 
tbe conference of Ethiopian nationality upon the 10$$ of the other (as is done 
under Article 4). 

An Ethiopian woman who contract. a lawful marriage with a man of foreign 
nationality, loses ber Ethiopian nationa~ty only if she acquire. ber husbands' nation­
ality. Again one can note the effort in the Nationality Law to avoid both slate­
lessne .. aDd dual nationality. Even if sbe acquires anotber nationa~ty, bowever. 
the law provides that all maUers arising out of ber immovable property shall be 
governed by the Ethiopian law of property. The Civil Code forbid. foreigners to 
own immovable property situated in Ethiopia except in accordance with Imperial 
Order. Thus it seems that an Ethiopian woman who through marriage acquires 
foreign nationality thereby losing Ethie>pian nationality. would bue to dispose of 
the immovable property sbe owns in Ethiopia within .i~ months unle .. ,be succeeds 
to retain Owner~hip through an Imperial Order.N 

Nadonallly by Imperial Preropti.e 

Prior to the 1930 Nationality Law, the power to admit foreigners a, Etbiopian 
subjects seem$ to have belonged exclusively to tbe Imperial prerogati,"e. e~ercised 
with full discretion by the monarch. 

~t •. Art. J and ,. 
ll. Fot. ')"$'<m&tic disc"won of EthiopWi marriac< I .... mer to Willjam ilul>&ailT. Ma......., 

ut>det \be Civit Cod< of Ethiopia, J".'IlI ~I £l~Wp"", u... (1964). v<>I. 1.1>1'. 1 ... 99. 
2.1. Se<ilcr, dtod abo .. at """, 2. P. t6'. r_. 2.1. 
24. ArU. J!IO-J91. C;vil O>de of EthiopiL 
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Such PO""" is nol withoul parallel abroad. The British monar.;h had Ih. abso­
lute discretion to granl.lene .. of denization. According 10 aUlhoritalive British sour=, 
the gram could be temporary oT conditional and could confer all or a porlion of 
lhe righi' of a natural·bom subject UCOpl Ihose .pecitically excluded by law. The 
petition for a leuer of denization ", .. a. required 10 .. t out Ihe circum.tan= which 
made ;t ;mpos<lhle or impractical for him 10 comply ";Ih conditions required by 
$l3.IUIO for a certificale of naluralization 10 be granted; how,".r, the only condi­
tion precedent 10 Ihe granl seemS 10 have been thaI of ta1:ing the oalh of aile­
giance.'" 

In Ethiopia the grant of nationality was con5.idered 10 be one of the highest 
honoo .. Ihat eould be given 10 a foreigner. Ethiopian monarChS conferred lhis 
honour sparingJy. usually as a reward for out.tanding .. ",ice rendered to the" nation. 

The Revi\Cd Constilution granls .... ryone in Ihe Empire Ihe righl to pr=nl 
petil;ons 10 Ihe Emperor." It can be argued that there i. nOlhing 10 preY<:nl lhe 
Emperor, as sovereign and bead of state. to grant Ethiopian nationality to people 
who haY<: been denied by the three-man commission. It would be analogous 10 
the power of the Emperor 10 granl pardon and amne<ly after the courts of law 
have g1' .. n Iheir final judgment;" there 1$ stronger reason in the natinnality case 
since the commission', opinion is final and non_appealable to the courts. In praroce, 
foreigner, denied Ethiopian nalionality by the three-man commission have on """"­
sion been granted il on petition to the Emperor. 

Loss of N.tio...:Iity 

An Elhiopian subject may lose his nat ionality only through acquiring anolher 
nationality.'" Unlike some other systems the Ethiopian Nalionalily Law doe. not 
provide for loss of nationality as a punishment for engaging in unlawful conduC!-'" 
Nor does it distinguish between subjtets by birtb and by natura~zation ;n respecl 
10 loss of nat;onality. Once an indh'idual acquires Elhiopian nationality he retains 
;t until he voluntarily giY<:s it up by ta~ing on anolher one. TIle .. are. of cou,,", 
some questions which Ihe Nationality Law does nol expreS$ly answer. For instance. 
does a woman naturalized Ihroup marria ge to an Ethiopian SUbjtel, retain her 
Ethiopian nationality afier the dissolution of the marriage? Or, if Ihe husband loses 
hi. Elhiopian nationality. would his natorali~d wife still retain Ethiopian nationality? 
Provided anothor nationality is not acquired, presumably lhe answer would be posi­
tive in both c.ues. 

iletHtmissiOll 10 NUioooality 

The laSl two provisions'" of lhe Ethiopian Nationa~IY Law deal with Ihe 
.. admission of an indh'iduai who had bee .. an Ethiopian subject prior to lo<lng it 

15. Alien. and Nationality. H<>4b<n', s,,,,,,,,, u/ E,.,it>nJ (!9~1., 3m Ed.). voL I, p. 552. 
26. Art. 63. Ilovi>«l eon"i'u;o.. of Elh;opi&. 
27. Art. 35. R.v;O«\ eon.lil"'''''' of Elhiopia. 
28. An, 11. Ethiopian. Nationalily La .... 
29. C[. Sed..,.. ciled abo", al 1>0'< 2.. PI'. 166-67. for F"""'" ond Am<ric&n IOppf'Oa<h 10 los. of 

"'" ionaI;'y. 
30, Art .. 17 &nd IS. Elhiopian. Nationality Law. 
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by acquiring another nationality. Such a person may obtain the benefit of Elhiopian 
naliona~ty providod he relUrl1$ 10 reside in Ethiopia and applies 10 become an 
Ethiopian subject. 

From the language of the law. it is not clear whether readmission is a righl 
or a pri'·ilege. To say Ihal it is a right, a&umes tbe pos.sibi~ty of judicial enforce­
ment." Since there is no expr<:S$ provision for this procedure, tbe answer will ha"e 
to awail future clarificalion. 

Where Ethiopian nationalily is reacquired, it .... m. from the context of the law 
Ihat the individual retains his original nationality calegory. TIm. someone who 
previously was an Ethiopian subject hy birth, upon readmission i. considered an 
Elhiopian subject by birth and not by naturalization. This is imponanl 10 consider 
because of the distinction that .xiSls between tli e twO. 

Dist .... li(m Betw ..... Naturalization and Nationality by Birth 

Once a person is naturaliud, he is considered an Ethiopian subject, and u 
such most rights and duties of an Ethiopian national by birth are conferred upon 
him. Noutheless, some legal distinctions exist between subje.:ts by birth and through 
naturalization. These distinction aru.e only in matters that can be conveniently classi· 
fied as political righu., and that are expressly provided for in tbe Re\"i<ed CODsti· 
lution. 

The most fundamental of these is the right 10 "ole, which i. limited by the 
Revised Conslitution 10 th~ who acquired Ethiopian Mtionality by birth" The 
policy reasons behind Ihis provision are not clear. It is nol strongly pers uasive 10 
say that a naturalized subje<:t may nol be acquainted enough wilh the society to 
make a rea<oned and intelligent decision as 10 who and what programmes should 
be supported to reaoh Parliamenl. ~ause that i, preci<ely wbat the he·year 
minimum residence requiremenl i. intended for _ to acquaint Ihe individual wilh Ihe 
society and vice-yersa. 

From the right to vole follows lhe right 10 be elected , and again only ,ubjects 
by birth are eligible to run for tbe Chamber of Deputies." Moreover, a person 
may be appointed 10 be senator only if .be is a ,ubject by birth." It is obvious 
then that nalura!ized subjects are car.fuUy excluded from having any ... y in the 
Ia"·. making of Ilteir adopted country. 

One lasl distinction i, Ibe dmial of natura~zed subjects 10 be appoinled a. 
mini'leTS of tbe Imperial Etbiopian Government. ~ minislerial exclusion affeclJ 
mot<: than Ihe naturalized subject because the Revi<ed Constitulion requires not only 
thai the individual concemed be an Ethiopian .ubject by birth, but also lhal his 
parents be Etbiopian subj<:<:1J al the time of his birth." Thus an Ethiopian .ubject 

31 . It i. i'I<""li"" 10 note that II>< Eritrun O'iUtlship (Amendmm.) Act of 19S4 ","ovid<d for 
on lI>I><*l .,."iclJ """ld b< ;.><i"'tod i •• be Eri.""," SUI"='< Coort .pm •• 1>0: <:M"d¢r of .1>0: 
Eri'""," ~ for 1h< l.",rio<. by • p<T>On "'00. haviq .. ri.fo:d lbe: ..-equiI<n'l<n'" "U no' 
na<i,n;U<d into Eri ....... <i.i>rI\.h4>. 

)2. An 93. Revisod Coo.';'"I;"" of EtlJiopia. 
J3 . An. %. R<visod eon .. i.uI"" of EIItioPa. 
:14. Art. 103, Rolli...:! COMb'n''''' of Ethiopia. 
35 . Art. 61. Rovisod COM,i,utiOD of Ethiopia. 
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by birth, whose parents ..... re nOt bolh Elhiopian subjects at the lime of lUs birth , 
would be exeluded from being ap(XIinted as Minisler. This group includes th. child 
born to an unmarried .Elhiopian mother and a man with foreign nationality against 
whom paternity is ostahli<hed. But would nol include the child born in a lawful 
marriage, where the mother had originally another nationalily, if as noled 1IIP,a, 
\he law not only enlitles hut aulomllticaUy confers Ethiopian nationality upon beT. 

Although important, these are the only distinction& thaI separal<: Ethiopian 
suhjects by birth and by naturalization. OO"""'ise the Revi$ed Constitution provides 
that "Iher. 'hall be no discrimination among Ethiopian subject.< with respect 10 tbe 
enjoyment of all civil right .. "'" 

Tbe ErItreaD SlnoalkNl 

At this poin, we may consider the status of Eritrcan citizens under the Fede",­
tion. The issues ",ised by the Eritrean siluatiQII ar<: as interesting as they ....., 
complicated. It is helpful to note that .Eritrea has had to pass throuth several 
legal stages in a relatively ,hon period: from an Italian Colony towards he .nd of 
last century, 10 a Territory under British ~takcr administration in 1941 , to an 
autonomous unit federaled under the Ethiopian Imperial Crown in 1952, and finally 
to its pr=nt stalUS as part of a unified Empire in 1962." Of the several Ic&al 
.\ages, il is the Federation and its aftermath tbal ar<: of direct inte!"e$t wben 
d.aling with tbe question of nationahty. 

The Imperial Or<Ie'- issued for the federal inoorporation of Eritrea provided 
thai. "all inhabitants of the territory of Eritrea e~""pt persons po$$C$$ing foreign 
nationality art; herehy d""lared to be subjects of Our Empire and Ethiopian national .. " 
Moreover, "a1l inhabitants born in the territory of Eritrea and having al least one 
indigenous parent or grandparent" were also d""lared to be Ethiopian subjects. If 
such persons were already in possession of fo~ign nationality, they were "permitted to 
renounce witllin six months of the date Ihtreof [Ord.". issued on $ep\l:mber II, 19S2] 
the Ethiopian nalionality granted above and retain ,uch foreign nationality."" Thus, 
aU inhabitants of Eritrea who had al leasl one indigenous grandparent and did not 
actively renoun~ Ethiopian nationaUty (by d""laring that they intonded 10 retain 
thcir foreign nationality) automatically became Elhiopian subjects.. 

As was previously DOled. Ibe 1930 Etbiopian Nationality Law follows the ;..~ 
s""$U;n;s principle strictly and e~dusive1y, bur by thi5 order, Ethiopia was forced 
to deviate from thai pricipk IIJld allow " 011/ iJ,hobiumU of the territory of I).ritrt.a" 
wbo did not po<se<s foreign nationality 10 become Ethiopian SUbjects. Furthermore, 
those of foreign nationaUty who had at least one indigenous grandparent bad the 
burden of d""taring thei, foreigo nationality within a six-montb period to be able 
10 retain it. The order en5u~d, hOVl'e,,<,r, that no person in Erittel was left Slateless, 

lIi. Ar •. J8. Rm.ed Coo.. titution of Elhiopia. 
37 . For furlhu fact. 011 Eritr<an Ietal .... tu. ",ra to the ca>o """"""" by the ..,.,. author "" 

Int<matiooal Law: Stat< Succnoion. J_,..,! cf £#'i<JI'u... L.o.roo- .(968). vor. V, P. 201. 
}S . Imptrial o..dt:< No.6 of 1951. .... 0«1<, '0 Pt<M<Io ,'" tb< F«lon.l 1<"""".,,&1;0., """ It>­

d.,.;on 01 It.< ''''''';'01)' 0( &uea with;" Ow Emp ..... N'7QTir GQur.., year I~. AO. I. 
19 . TIl< full text ol Art. 9, 1mp<riaJ Ordc: No.6 of 1952 i. allacbed ... ~ c. 
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This order, h.aving established Ethiopian nationality to the inh.abitants of Eritrea, 
does nOi qualify it and therefore pm",. the interesting problem of distinguishing 
between birth and naturalization nationals. Thit q..e,tion i, important ~ause of 
tbe legal and l'rac\ical fe$ults th.at follow Ihe da»ification. The portions of !he 
order we are dealing with here are talen vuballm from the Federal Act. and the 
Eritrean Constitution which accompanied ii, made no distinction between birth and 
naturalization citizen •. All Eritrean citizen. had exactly the same rights and dUlie. 
in front of tbe law. Tbey bad the sam<: voting right. as well lIS rights «> public 
office. In light of thi, baclground infOTmatic>n. it can be strongly argued that the 
order, by e~c1uding cla»ification" meant to create no distinction among Eritrean,. 
All Eritrean' who acquired Ethiopian nationality through tbe order b3d Ihe same 
tights and duties and sinoe they could nol all be denied voting and other .uch 
rights. tbey all bad 10 be considered Elhiopian nationals by birth. Federation occurred 
prior 10 tbe promulgation ot the Revised Constilution and therefore does not rai .. 
constitutional issues. In any cue, ,inee it all ca~ aboul through the Federal Act 
and since ',nternational treaties, convenlions and obligations" 10 which Ethiopia is 
a party,. together "'ith tbe Revised Constitution, constitute Ihe supreme law of tbe 
Empire,'" no conslitutional problem, ari .... 

One group 10 be specially considered are tboSe who became naturalized Eritrcan 
citizJen. after Fe<leration. The Eritrean Citizenship Act of 1953, establishing the con· 
ditions fQr the acquisition and loss of Erilrean citizJen,hip, made lhe posses,ion of 
Federal nationality a condition precedenl 10 tbe acqui>.ition or Eritrean citizenship. 
Th. Act diSlinguished three methods of acquisition of Erilrean cilizenship, namely, 
by birth, by grant and by marriage. A person wa. considered a citizen by birth if 
be was born in Eritrea prior to Septembet' 15, 1952 had at least One grandparent 
indigenous to Eritrea. and bad not renounced Fe<leral nationality """"rding to 
Article 6 of tbe Federal Act. If born on or after September IS. 19S2, be was 
requi,ed to be born of parents wbo had acquired Erilrean citizenship through the 
Federal Act. If born outside of Eritrea, tbe requirements were tMt both of hi. 
parents be Eritrean citium' al Ih. time of his birth and tM\ be reside in Eritrea 
and apply ror it not later than Iwo yeal'S afl'" his enlry or his twenty.fint birtbday. 
After the dissolution of the Fed",ation, such a person would also be comidered an 
Ethiopian subject by birth and would tboref",.., be entitled 10 all rights and duties 
of Elhiopian subjects by birth. 

The person wbo acquiffii citizen,hip by grant or marriage, howe,'.r, stands in a 
dilferent ligbl. Since such a person is required 10 po$$Css federal nationally as 
a "~onditiQn precedent" to nequiring Eritreo.n citizenship. be mu~ be n naturnliled 
Ethiopian subject. Allhough in Eritrea <and under the Federation) be would enjoy 
all the rights and duties of all other Eritrean citizens, after pnification h. would 
enjoy rights and duties strictly as a naturali<od subject. The Eritrean situalion rai ... 
a few issues because in the acquisition of nationality and eyen more markedly in 
the enjoyment of rights Ih. Ethiopian and Eritrean approact.e. diverge considerably. 

COilcludJ"Il Remarks 

To .ummarise, the,.., are two basic approaches in determining nationality by 
birth and Elhiopia follows the ju.J $(UII\~In# principle exclusively. On the whole, 

40. An. t22, Revised Con.tilution or Ethlopjo. 
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Ethiopia'. policy of Irying to avoid both iUteJeuncu and dual ..... tionality ilquite 
sound. NolICIhdceI, !be 1930 Nationalily La... requires ammdins to take ilIlo 
.a:ount provWons of 1M modtrn codes.. 

Some of its buic principles may aho ......, modi6cltion. Adoption, for ulstatlOl:, 
does nO! atrea the chikr. nationalily UMer Ethiopiall Ia .... , ThIlS. an Elhiopia.rI child 
adopted by • pn-son with foreign nl1iOlUlhty, rtmains an Ethiopial\ ""bj<oct, even 
thouah under \he national law of the ldopUl\, pw'Cnl lhe cbild nu.y be corWdcred 
10 h:l.ve acquired the adopting pat<:l\t's natiorlalily. Convenely, a minor of foroi", 
..... tiol\a1ity don nQ( acquire Ethiopian nationality tbOllah bt may 1= hi. foman 
nationality on bein, adopted by an Etmopian. Sina: both dual oationa~ty and 
statoJco.snoss nu.y el\u,ue by lbe app~cation of the Etbiopial\ rule 01\ adoption, it 
would be in conformity with the general polley and the liberal readmission rule to 
modify il SO Ihat adopted children neilher aequire dual nati<ma\ity nor becom¢ 
.tateless. Dual nationality may alS<J follow the &lltomalic conferring of Ethiopian 
nationality on I foreigo_oationa~ty "'"man contracting marriage with an EthiOpian 
.ubject. Moreo'~r. the wife and children nOl naturali1Cd tooccther .. ill. \he husband­
falbet. may become oto."'less by the husband-filM'" cl\an&e of nationality. 

As to the .ff""" of natlll'8.Jization, in tbe United St:l.1C$ of Amnica, sucb .. 
person if p<lt on equal footins ",iLb ..... ti ..... botn citizen. boLb as to righu and 
obliptions. the .... Iy uception heine that he i, II<M digiblc for 1M prcsidelK)' and 
vice-presidency."' (n 1M United Kin¢om. a penon 10 .. hom a certificate of natura-. 
intion has been pa~ted has ..... ntially the it:I.tu, or • nalural born Britis. .. $ubje(t. 
is cn(;Ued 10 all political and other rights, po.'en. and privilelcs, and i$ subject to 
all obhptioll$, dUI~ and liabiliti~.c or coune. i( has not been "" ill aU SYSUIII$. 
Sixteenth century Spanish enactments, instipted by the jnquisition, made tM ~OD 
of Christian blood • n:quirement for the statuS or rull citizenship_ (n the lasl 
century, Ihu. WaS a tendency in France 10 distinguish between la gTantk """ural/­
sail"" which conferred (he legal status of dlo>,t~ and In ,xlitc """,,,,Usal;,,,, whieh 
granted citizenship without the right to vote.O) 

CbssiflCltion or citizen. ""'" taken 10 its e."reme WHiet Hiller by tM Nun"... 
~,., laM'J, .... hich established. gradation amon, thOfC who were s.implc nationals of 
lhe Rdd. and LbOK ... ho possewd the racial qualities to acquire the ptlvilcgN 
,latus of full citizens of the Rtid,. The fonner "'ffe void not only of po~ti<:aI 
riahu but of the fundam<:nlal human rights to lif., ~bcrty and properly. We ha .... 
Jcamcd in thU cenlul)' thaI the di>tinction bd"WD first and. ~oud-cl:ass QW:e1lJ ill 
• ltate .... y be undesirable. Ally <llit.inctiom; permitted now may be preoedcnts ror 
far-reachil\L dest.rua.i .... di><7iminatioll, lubjocti", lhe ICCUrity of the: Jcu.fortunte 
clul to the: political tnnpcr of those itt poWff. Particularly during periods or 
national and int ....... tional unrt<t, distrust of lhe IUturalizcd <:itizen may lead to an 
attempted Ibridlf\Jcnt of his freedom." 

4t, UIlII«! SUoI •• Goo""",;"": An. II Sectio .. I: Amend ..... ' XII: ODd l'ia,ioo&\ily A<l 0( l~. 
42. Alieno. H~" s,"'.'" 0' ~_ (I!I48, 2I>d Ed.), ,"01. I, P. 612. 
4). M. KMAlct, SubJ<ct CIti=I Nat.,..... ODd _, AII<$i&nCo, y..w L.w '-"oJ ((9006-017). 

.01. $6, p. 76-
« StW"",,-., U,S. A~ UIIi ..... Sal •• s.._ c...n It_ (I!I42), >d. l1tO, p.. IlL 
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In Ethiopia, natur:alization confers all the righu and duties of any other subject, 
eJlctpt for ct1'l3in political righu. The$< CAlI be conveniently classified as voting 
and ollice--holding rights. 8U1 si""" under t be Re"iocd Constitution, the right and 
duty to appoint Mini , te" and Senators i. reserved to tbe Emperor. and .inct no 
individual .. ould as of rigbt be entitled to these appointment&. il is difficult to 
underst.u>d .. hy II\(! requirement of being a ,ubjecl by binh was thought to be $0 

important as 10 net<! txpre$' stating in lhe Revised Con<tilulion. It i. aM difficult 
to understand wby sucb .. fundamental right in any democratic system of government 
III the voting right should be denied to a segment of the citizenry. 

A. regards tbe international problems in thi, field. a ",a~sticany anticipated 
future world. it seem .. will not be able to do away with the legal COl\ctpl of 
nationality. Nonnheless. it may be eJlpe<:\ed thaI international lo.w will a&Sume sup­
remacy determining acquisition and lou of nationality. depriving dom .. lic Jaws of 
their presenl conuolling importano:. II is aM feasible that Iiomlt:/k mlher lhan 
binbplaoc or parentage wilt in tbe future be the determining factor for acquisition 
and loss of nationaliIY." 

4S. K "...Ier,';te<I abo ...... 001< 43. 
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APPE. ... Urx A 

PROCl.AMATION PROMULGATING nlE 

ETHIOPIA.>; NATIONALITY UOW' 

We ha"" promuIp'ed til< 1011(1,,",& Jaw 1« on1 ft>«W><, ... tto .x..:rv<' '0 bocom< .... EIb;o. 
pi>,> IOU""",,. 

N."'-lity of 00_ e.... of Fe' " • SobFts ill EtIoiopio ... oIw<)ad.. 

l) Any per"'" born in EtIl;opia Of .... '-"'>4 woo..: f .. hff Of IDOtbu i. E~ i ..... Ethiopian 
subJro:«. 

N.t"-lity ill .... of Monio&< _ .... Etbi< ......... F .. , ,-,. 

2) A I.",ful morrla", of aD Ethiopian subJro:« ""j,h • f""'ian '"""'"" """(",, , .. E,hiopiao oa,i"". 
OHly upon 00-. 

l) "Ulatl"" con,idem! .. I,,,,flll morria,. "<>de, ,uch circWtl.taDcol, ""...,.., 

oj an Etruopian ,ubject _, • 1",";1Il' womOll in KCrOldaro:r< wi'h ,be reliJiouo Of ClUtomar)' 
ci,il rn&niago prada.! in Et"~ ,nd ,he ~ ",ke. place in E'Itiopia; 

b) "" E'hiopian ..,b"", tnarTie< , fom.o W<>m&II in , I"",i", _n'ry ODd """"<IiD& '0 ,bat 
""""try', ",.ma,. pn>ct.ilx. 

oJ A 1.",fIll mania&< of "" J;th.,.,,, •• "QQlan ... ~h • fcmi_, d<pri\o"ei I>er of ,I>< E'~Krp;on 
".,KrROJi.y if 1><, marria&< wi,h tb< f=Woe!" si....,. b<r tile "aboo,lily of I>er hu,_, 
o.hawi ...... k"'l"' I>er [ 'h;opian f't.O.'i<rnlI~y. h cases ... h<t-e ,he womao 101",& b<r [,hiopim 
na,looali'y i. ,he pr<>p<i<''''' of «.OJ '''"'' ,he adrnini"~'ioo of bel propeny sholl be "'''led 
in conformi'y .. i th 'tl< ... "" ",..", '0 ,hal <If«. by tile rrnpaiaJ ElI,iopion GOI'el'l>tllre>l'. 

3) ",hoJl tl< ooru;.xred .. la"ful trW'1"i&&< un&t WOh ";",w,,,_ wh<t-e, 

aJ a ............,;. """'ractcd in E,hiopia of lUI Eth;opian WOIna1I ,.;tII , forcip<r before ttl< 
~, au,oo.;,i<> of ,he: husbr.oo: 

b) • ~ i, =,racted abroad of .., Et1tiopiaD ""oman witb a fot'rip<. in aeeonl&~ 

with tile kpl pra<tOoe of 'he "",;,;rnal law <>f tl>< h",~. 

Nat"-li'y of NI<Irttt of • /r,1an'I>a< ~...... ~ SoII;o<tI...... fOf"eigDers. 

~ E'~ child Ixrm in ,lawful ",i,cd marriaF," prooIKIed for in 'tl< pr<¢edi"l: ,,,ieln, follows 
.1>< ""'ion>Jity of hi' I .. he:,. 

A cJilld born of an [,h",","an f'lt.;,- ,"" • forei", motb<t tIIli'e<! by ,I>< bo<>ol. 0( • 
J.wful !DOlt'iqe '-'Id, "",...,,-er, p"" '¢ \><:for<: .t>e E.b""IOn au,horit'" ,ho, I>< _. "", h<iolll 
'0 .t>e oripW ... tiO!llllity cl hi, motl><', if re<i"""cd to do JO. 

1) A c!tild Ixrm in a la"ful mania&< of on [,hOop"", fI\OIb<r whit a forcip><r i. always ablo '0> 
""""" 11>< brnefi., cl [ .biopton ... tio"aMy, P>"<l>"idoed I>< Ii",. in E'hiopia ODd p"O>"" II< ., 
<ODIpkteiy d" .. "d of ,II< patomal nabonab'y. 

N •• '-bty of Ooi"'," LtsIU ... , ... by Inlld /r,1uriq< _ .... ~ '""" Yoo,,,,"," .. , 

• 
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8) [f ,be [awful ~ """'>rd;", 10 lbe oaIiom.i law of lbe f~ father is p<nt<rior to !be 
blttl> of '1>< child ; .. u«I ,""" his ",Ialion. "'i'~ on EllWpiaG _ •• be cbild kli.im&tod 
'hrou", 'hi, .ul>oeq"",,' ~ followo '1>< o.at;."w;'y of hlo 'om", f.,,,,,, "",I, on oondn;oo 
'''''' .tIe ""t;o,w law of the lat ... confer. u"". him ,be t"",;,. "'ionalily wilh all I"~ 
nih". 0Ibetwi>e ,be child pr< ......... his Elhiopian National;,y. 

Na_jty of Oild ... Leeili ... 'ed .. , ....... , ~ lI-iarTio"" or Foreip Fotb<r I'Itb 11-_ b<iotc EtIoio-piao. Soobie<t. 

~) The leli"""""". ,,·ill>ou' .u ..... ""'. 1a",1ul ma.rri ... b<lw<en ,be lorei", fatber and .be Elhio­
pian tJIQ,hor. or '1>0 chil<l ;uued from I~ei, ",lalion ""tsi&<: _rria~ devri .... ,he child of 
EllIwp;ao n .. ;on.>lity ""Iy i' ,tie (O""ln ",.her oonror. "[><>II .he cruld th .. le;i,j.,.,od .he 
".,lonalj'1 of ."" fa'I><, wi,h oJl inberio& riah'" 

Noti.-Il11 of EtIIiopWo ~ Adopted by • F ......... 

(0) The adoption of an Etbiop;"" child by a m>.n or woman of fo .. illn ""';onatily, the adoptlon 
1>oinJ: mad< ,n accordaoce wi,h ,I>< forms of law of t"" adoptil1l 1><1"1<10. doe. "'" imply any 
chan .. of ,be adop'od child", orilinol na'ionali'y. 

,_ or E:~ /'00._". 

II) The>' 0"", beins EllUopiaG subjects, 

a) ,,""" • woman of E'hiopian ,..'ionalily morri .. a loroi", .. and a.clopts her hlilb&Dd·, 
"'''ional;'y; 

b) wbm lID Elhiopian subjoct <ilan$eO his n.,ionalily and acquires loman ""'ionaJj,y. 

Nahlnll ... _ 

12) A fom", person who: 

u, 

'" 

'" 

0) bao attained tbe ."" of "'""""'1 """""din,. '" tbe law of hi, =''''; 
b) ~",.t _, li~ 10< fi'-'<' yam io E,biopi.; 
c) e&n euD hIS liv~ '0 provide f", hi"""lI" ... d hi' r;o.m;ly; 
~ can road lad ,,·,lI. ,"" Arnbar", lanl .... ; 
0) prod""'" ",id<»c< '0 ,"" dfe.;, ,ha, be IwI DOt beeIl pr<viou.ly CODvict<d for crime or .in; 

em bo:<:<><n< •• Ethiopian ,ubj<ct. 

Any f~ wi,bi". '0 become on Ethiopia • • ubj<ct '''''I! p","'" 10 tho Mi";t117 of Fom", 
Affain. hi •• ppli<a'io~ 1OF'''''r wi.b jdefl,j,y pope" and a <:<nifical< of impunily. 
A .po:ciol Oo .. mmeo, Comnilisioo comprisinl of ,he MinaI"'" of I.,.,.;",. ,be Mi.,;.lor of 
FOIcian Aif .. ", .1><1 a"",her o/I'icial of ,.., G<>venmI<:ot ,,,,,II cum; ... I"" a!>pl.,..io ... proceed 
'0 """' .... '" inquiries and after bovina beard lbe *l'Plioao' In """""' 0Wt0'-'<' ct rtf ... 11>0 
",'uro.!;n,;OIl . 

.",. ... t"raliza.i"" .boll be conr.m4 \>:I Oo-..emm<Ot No';". (o.cr..) and ,"" ...... EthlopW> 
,"bject .hall .. ke '" oa,~ of .l~ •• '''''' ""0 boto .. lbe Commis.ion. 
"The ... '...,.Ih""ion 'hus ronto,red doe, DO' •• ,,"d its dforu 
... unlit<><! m&n. un"" _ applies personally I"" ,hi. bendi~ 

Ke-A<Im_ ,. J::I~ "lIionafi.,.. 
on.IoaI Ethiopian ,ubj«:ts ha"inl &<Qu;r«! a f"""", "",io.wity ma1 .1_)'lI oImin .he benefil 
of E'hiopw. JIlIion.>lity when Ih<y .. ,"'" to ""ide i. ,be ""U"'", and apply '0 ,be Oovun· men' for _dml,sion. 

An E.hiol)i&n """""" ha'ina I"" bu E'hiop;"~ .. tiotlality 'hrouah b<t ~ ... j,h • fo­
Tci ...... "'"" re,ume il aft ... be di.soIu,ion of .tIi. rnal'l'iap by ..... on of diVOt«.O<P*J1'ion 
or ,be dealh of "", hu,bo.ad if .tIe .. ,""" '0 re,ide in E'hiopio and applies '0 tbe E'hiopian 
Govem""",' to< readmicio" '0 her ~nol Ethiop;"" _;_li,y. 

The p.....,,' I . ... obTopIes <V<1)' Ta,.. pr<>"Ious!y promolpto<J ()Q thi. subjecL 

Homle IS. 1922 (Eth. Cal.) 
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ETHIOPIAN l'IATIONALITY LAW Al'ID PRACTiCf! 

APPE/<;DlX B 

PROCl..AMATIO~ AMU'DII'G TIlE I'ATIOI'Al.ITY LAW OF llA.\ll£ 15, 1922' 

HavinJ; """UdC=I ArticI. 9 of Our Cons,i,ution and Anide 12 of ,he Na'ionali'y I..a .. of 
Homle I~. 19:Z2 Eth. C., We _' .. promuJp .... <be followin&; 

Tk '''';><rial Ethiopian GOvemn><ll' !DaY ""'" EtlUopjan nationali'y ,~ • f~ oppt;cont. 
if he i, doomo:,j '0 he useful to '~<»un'fY 0< if ,here no 1OIn< sp«W "''''00''" for &r&"tinl bim 
EII>i<>pion nationali.y. "_"andWl ooo-<XllIlpliaDo< .. itb Article 12 (ou~ .. (b) ond (d» cf the or.,......, Notionaij.y L ..... 

M.,...,.,., 2S, 1916 (Eth. Cal.) 

APPE. .... DIX C 

IMPERIAL ORDER No. 6 OF 1~ 

An Ordof tc provide ror ,he FedenI ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,lion and lod""ion of ,be T"";tory of Eritroo 
,..;thi. Ou. [mpi", 

Se<tIo. ,: All inhabil2l>" of ,he "''''tOry of E';'Ta <AO<pI peJ>OD' pOUeIOms fore.." ..atio<Wity 
are ...,..~ <1«:_ to he oub;<d, of Our Emp;", on<! E.hiopian notional,. All inhaJ:>;W>,. 
born in .be ,..,.;,= 01 Eri~ 0I>d "''''Of; '" Iea$' "'"' indi __ , 0< 

va<><Ipurn' 01<: al>o 40clared '0 he subjects 01 Our ErnpU"e; ho_ It OU<I> pr-.:> 
i. in """",,,oioo of f~ na'ionality, he i . ~ permitted '0 ..........." "';1hiD m 
""",'ho of t .... <!ale tbereof the _i<>nolity """kd ._ ODd r<toin oo:h foreip> 
... tiooaIity. bu' If he doe. not "" ...-.nee be .baIl ,hemollOD I<>K wei! fonip .. ,ionaJitr. 
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