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A strong plea for the independence of “Tigray-Tigrignie"”
was made in Alemayehu Alula’s article: “If there was not his- |
tory, secrets would never be revealed.” Historical grievances
are outlined against the Shoan Amhara to counter Ethiopia's |
claim of Eritrea. “Our country,” “Eritrea,” “Tigray-Tigrignie”
and “Nation of Agazi” were interchangeably used. Menelik of |
Shoa was lashed out for betraying his “master” Yohannes and
dividing Tigray into two, giving Mereb-Mellash to the Italians, '
The division of the trans-Mereb was lamented: “As a result,
though one soul with Tigray, we have been split for sixty years -
.under the yoke of slavery.” After tracing historical grievances,
the author concluded by stressing the importance of history: |
“Independence that is supported by and based on history will L
have a solid foundation.”® t

The Quest for a Common Heritage: A nation creates a social
bond among its people by providing a repertoire of shared sym-
bols and traditions. Members are reminded of their common
heritage, kinship and heroism giving them a sense of common
identity”” This was precisely what the Kebessq elites were do- .
ing in the 1940s by exalting Yohannes and Alula as hexoes. In i
addition to history, a map of “Tigray-Tigrignie” or “Nation of
Agazi,” as it was named, was made and presented as a symbol
of their identity. . ' o
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