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UNIT: 1 BUILDING A DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM
[bookmark: _Hlk67226410]Lesson: -1 The Necessity of a Democratic System
· Why is a democratic system necessary?
· Creates the condition for political, economic and cultural equality
· Upholds rule of law, human rights and freedoms
· Upholds constitutionalism which is the life line of democracy
· Democracy is practiced in two ways:
· Direct 
· is the ancient form
· works among communities of small
· practiced when referendum is requested
· Indirect
· is the modern form
· is also called representative
· A democratic system runs in 3 ways:-
· Parliamentary
· is led by prime minister
· PM - appointed from the winning party
· has to be member of parliament
· leads the Executive Branch
· is the member of the Legislative
· Weakens effective checks and balances
· Enacting law is much easier
· E.g. Britain


· Presidential
· is led by a president
· the people choose their representatives and president separately
· the president head the Executive Branch
· the representatives head the Legislative
· branches of government function independently
· check and balances are more effective
· legislative and executive have the power to vote bills
· E.g. USA
· The president has the power to set annual budget but this must be approved by parliament.
· the parliament has the right to formulate laws that must be implemented by the Executive i.e. president
· the president has the right to nominate judges who need to approved by parliament
· The judiciary is entitled to interpret the constitutionality of these laws.
· The President has the power to make treaties with other countries, if the senate does not agree, then he has to charge his action until it is approved.
· The President refuse to sign a bill that has been passed by both houses( Senate and House of Representative).
· A majority vote in both houses will ensure the bill becomes law, even if the president does not approve.
· Combined Parliamentary and presidential
· is the hybrid of the first two
· the people, through a separate process, elect the president and members of legislatives
· the prime minister, being a member of parliament, is elected from the winning party
· the president is head of state with defined power and authority
· The Prime Minister is head of government and works under close supervision of the president.  E.g. France
Lesson 2:  Authority and Power
· Authority and power are political concepts; the mode of the application of the two determines the type of the government in power.
· Authority refers to the legal power vested in a public agency
· Power defined as the force to compel others to do what the power holder desires
· Depending on how the government applies power and authority in its workings, it could be legitimate or illegitimate.
· Legitimate power and authority- arises when the government functions within the limits given to it.
· A government has legitimate power and authority when it receives its mandate to govern the people within the confines of the constitution.
· Governments which are undemocratic can have power to rule but this rule is not legitimate.
· A government which is legitimate respects the rights and freedom of citizens. It functions in a transparent, high sense of responsibility and accountability.
· Transparency and accountability are tools to check whether the practice of government officials, in line with the limits of the power and authority given to them.








Lesson: 3 Constitutional Rights Vs. Constitutional Obligations
Constitution: 
· is the fundamental laws of a country
· defines social and state organizations
· the principles of the electoral system
· the structure of government bodies and
· the basic rights and duties of citizens
Citizens have constitutional rights to enjoy E.g. Citizens’ right to education; health care and freedom of expressions are stated in a democratic constitution
Constitutional Obligations are duties citizens have to respect E.g. Paying tax, responding to national emergency calls positively
In democratic societies, the rights and obligations are kept in balance.
A democratic system is not possible without a democratic constitution.
A democratic constitution paves the way for constitutionalism.
Constitutionalism defined as an ideology, which advocates that everything in a state and every action of the government should be in accordance with the constitution.
A democratic constitution clearly stipulates the rights and obligations that citizens and their government have. E.g.Art.29.






Lesson : 4 State Power Distribution in Ethiopia
Until 1995, Ethiopia was a unitary state. Most unitary state monopolizes power. Few unitary governments are democratic E.g UK. In a homogenous society, a unitary democratic government, in heterogonous groups a federal system of government preferred.
The federal system of government organized based on geographical features, such as rivers, mountain chains etc or ethno-cultural backgrounds. The former gives rise to a territorial based federation and the latter to an ethnic based federation.
A country with a culturally homogenous population can have territorial based federation like Germany. 
The objective of Federal administration is; 
· to bring people and regions closer together, 
· to promote development and 
· Create a political community which is unitary in spirit.
The 1995 constitution of the country declared Ethiopia a federal democratic republic with nine regional states. The federal system of government develops power to the regions to avoid a monopoly at the center. Federal system of government has elements of check and balance between the federal and regional states.
The devolution of power from the center to the regions gives the people the right to exercise power and authority and undertake responsibility.
The federal system of government allows cultural and economic development. The regional states have certain constitutional rights in which the federal government does not intervene:
· having their own constitution
· Power to run and control First Instance Courts, High courts and the supreme court.
· Manage schools and work in accordance with the national program
· Recruit and manage their own police force to maintain internal security.
· Creates enabling conditions for investments
Lesson 5: Ethiopian Foreign Relations
Foreign relations:
· Refer the external relations called international relations
· Involves countries and non-governmental organizations
· NGO’s include World Bank (WB), International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the UN, EU and AU.
· Started ever since states come into existence
· Ethiopia started such relations for thousands of years
· Actors are states, international and regional organizations and non-organizations.
· To strengthen it international and regional organizations play great role
· There are rules that guide and give shape to it, these rules are agreements, conventions and protocols
· Carried out through foreign policy and diplomacy
Foreign policy
· refers to a policy regulating a particular country’s relations with other states and peoples in international
· is based on the domestic policy of a country
· is changed when government changed
Diplomacy
· is the instrument to execute Foreign policy
· refers the practiced art of official representation of sovereign state by person and organizations
· basic functions of diplomacy have been to convey and gather information relevant to a country
The 1995 constitution of Ethiopia has clearly stated the country’s foreign policy promotes cordial relationships with countries for mutual benefits. It has economic, cultural and political relationship with many countries. Ethiopia has geographically determined relation with some countries. 
It has a number of rivers that flow into other countries that benefit from these resources, such rivers can determine a special type of relation between the countries that these rivers cross. 
· The Blue Nile, Tekeze, Aqobo, and Baro flow to the Sudan and Egypt. 
· Wabishebelle, Genale and Dawa rivers flow to Somalia. These countries will have to come together to make agreements in how to use these resources equitably.
At present, the principle of Ethio’n foreign policy is based on co-existence and cooperation between states and peoples.
Ethiopia’s foreign relations are geared towards promoting economic development. Through economic diplomacy, attract foreign investments. The successful accomplishment of economic diplomacy promotes public diplomacy which promotes people-to-people relations. This in turn helps to maintain durable peace and stability.
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