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Raised edges
Bright white patches
Sharply defined
Cannot be rubbed out like a candida patch

Oral Leukoplakia
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Has malignant potential as may transform into 
squamous cell carcinoma

Remember, 90% of oral cancers are squamous cell 
carcinomas



Consider suspected cancer pathway referral if:
● Unexplained ulceration in oral cavity for more 

than 3 weeks
● Persistent and unexplained lump in the neck

Oral Cancer
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Consider an urgent referral if:
● Red/white patch in oral cavity consistent with 

erythroplakia or erythroleukoplakia

Both urgent referrals and suspected cancer pathway 
referrals aim for an appointment within 2 weeks


