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Chapter Seven
The Indian Independence Movement
India was a British colony. The Indian National Congress was founded in 1885 to lead the struggle for national independence. The wealth of India had been used by Britain to enrich itself. In the period between the two World Wars, Indians waged a struggle for national independence. On the other hand, the British worked to sow differences between Muslims and Hindus. That was aimed at weakening the struggle of Indians for self - rule. Way back in 1906, the Muslim League had split away from the Indian National Congress, to stand for the rights of Indian Muslims. And the League became a rallying point of Muslims, while the Indian National Congress was identified with Hindus. In some cases, like in the Amristar Massacre of 1919, the British used brute force against the Indian struggle.
During the inter-War period, non-violent forms of struggle were used against the British by the Indian National Congress. In the 1930’s under the Leadership of Mahtma Gandhi, civil disobedience campaigns were carried out against British colonial rule. The British tried to make half-hearted reforms, while the Indian National Congress was demanding for more.
During the Second World War, the struggle for Indian national independence was temporarily weakened. Leaders of the Indian National Congress, such as Mahtma Gandhi and Jawahralal Nehru, were arrested. 
The British colony of India was a large territory, which included the present states of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.  The two major religions of the people were Hinduism and Islam. 
On May 14, 1945, the British called for the Simla Conference, in order to make reform and introduce self-rule considering the interests of the existing religious communities. Both the Indian National Congress, led by Gandhi, Nehru and V. Patel, and the Muslim League, under Mohammed Ali Jinnah, rejected the British proposal.
Nerhu was appointed head of the Provisional Government. At this time, the Muslim League was calling for a separate Muslim state which later became Pakistan. The last British Viceroy to India, Lord Louis Mountbatten, and the British Government agreed to give independence to two separate states in the Indian sub-continent namely Pakistan (Muslim) and India (predominantly Hindu) in 1947.
On January 26, 1947 India became an independent state, with Jawaharlal Nehru as its first Prime Minister. Pakistan, too, became independent with Mohammed Ali Jinnah as its first President. Pakistan was officially declared to be an Islamic state, while India was declared to be a secular state. 
Indonesia:  From Dutch Colony to an Independent Nation
Indonesia, in the Pacific region of the Spice Islands a colony of the Netherlands. During the inter-war period (1918-39), the Indonesian national struggle for independence grew strong. The colonial parliament called the Volksraad (People's Council) established by the Dutch meant little to freedom - seeking Indonesians. Rather, they began to organize themselves to struggle for independence. It was with this spirit that Sukarno formed the National Party (Indonesian Party) in 1931. But the Japanese occupation of Indonesia during the Second World War stopped the Indonesian struggle against the Dutch.
Indonesians fought against Japanese occupation troops during the Second World War. In 1945, they had already liberated their country from the Japanese, before the arrival of British troops. British troops came to Indonesia, in order to disarm the Japanese troops. Military operations between the Dutch and the Indonesians ended in August 1950 A transitional government called the “Netherlands-Indonesian Union” was formed in 1950, to administer the country which was heading to independence. That Union government was dissolved, and Indonesia became an independent republic in May 1956.
The first president of the Republic of Indonesia became Sukarno. Indonesia is a land of Muslims. Sukarno's government became pro-U.S.S.R. It also stood against Western imperialism. Together with India, Yugoslavia and Egypt, Sukarno's Indonesia became a moving force in the Non- Aligned Movement.
Arab- Israeli Conflicts
According to the peace settlement after the First World War, the Ottoman territory called Palestine was made a mandate territory under British administration. At the time, Palestine had a Jewish minority, though the great majority were Arabs. The Jewish population in Palestine had grown as a result of massive immigration of Jews due to the efforts made by Zionism. Zionism was a movement that began in the nineteenth century, and then grew steadily mainly through the efforts of a European Jew named Theodore Herzl.
The main objective of Zionism was to create a national state for Jews in Palestine. To achieve this objective, the organization promoted the settlement of Jews in Palestine. In 1917 through what was called the Balfour Declaration, Britain had promised to give Palestine to the Jews. But earlier, in 1915, the British had made the same kind of promise to the Arabs. The basic cause for conflict was the rivalry between Arab and Jewish nationalism. The importance of the Middle East as a region of strategic value and source of oil has added fuel to the Arab-Jew conflict.
In 1947, the British government announced its plan to give up its mandate authority and pass the problem of Palestine to the United Nations. On the basis of a UN Commission report, the Security Council voted for the partition (division) of Palestine into Jewish and Arab states. But, Jerusalem was to be an international city under UN supervision. Zionists accepted the plan but the Arab world opposed it demanding the right to self-determination for Palestinian Arabs. The Arabs wanted an independent Arab state without partition. On May 14, 1948 Britain withdrew from Palestine. The Jews in Palestine immediately declared the establishment of an independent Jewish republic which they called Israel, with its capital at Tel Aviv. 
The first Arab- Israeli War broke out immediately after the establishment of the state of Israel. In the spring of 1948 five Arab states, namely Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Trans-Jordan and Iraq, attacked Israel. In the war that lasted until 1949, the determined Israeli army defeated the forces of the Arab states. From this war Israel acquired more land and became larger. The territorial gains of Israel included half of Jerusalem (the old quarter) and the northwestern coastal strip along the Mediterranean Sea. Trans-Jordan was the only Arab state to achieve any success in the war. Its army successfully held the hill country of central Palestine. After the war, Trans-Jordan took this territory and the state changed its name to Jordan. At first, some of the Palestinian refugees fought to regain their homeland as fedayeen or militants under their traditional leader the Mufti. Having failed to achieve their objective, Palestinians turned to Al Fatah, a guerilla group, and other terrorist organizations, such as the Black September. The various Palestinian Arab groups and agencies merged and formed the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1964. The PLO formed a government-in-exile, and also carried on a guerrilla war against Israel. Through military and diplomatic means, the organization promoted the interests of the Palestinian Arabs. The PLO's famous and long year leader was Yasir Arafat. From 1954 on, Gamal Abdel Nasser, President of Egypt, became an active champion of the Arab cause. In the second Arab Israeli war of 1956 Nasser first got the withdrawal of all British troops that had been stationed in Egypt. Then, he nationalized the Suez Canal Company, whose shares Britain and France owned. This action angered Britain and France. The actions of Egypt were also dangerous to Israel. The Second Arab-Israeli War, also known as the Suez War, started when Israel attacked Egypt. Britain and France also joined the war on the side of Israel. Again the Israelis proved stronger, and conquered the Egyptian territory of Sinai. The war came to an end when American, Soviet Russian and UN pressure forced Britain and France to stop the war against Egypt. President Eisenhower of the USA was unhappy about the Suez war mainly because he believed that the war would likely lead to increased Soviet influence in the Middle East, as it actually did. Israel was also persuaded to surrender its conquered territories. A UN peace-keeping force separated Israel and Egypt.
An uneasy calm reigned until the outbreak of the Third Arab-Israeli War, also called the Six Days War, in 1967. It was started by Egypt (Nasser), Iraq, Jordan and Syria. In early May of that year, a large Egyptian force was deployed in Sinai. At the same time, Nasser closed the Gulf of Aqaba to Israeli shipping. He also demanded that U Thant, the then UN Secretary-General, and pullout the UN peace-keeping forces from the region. In addition, the Syrians started shelling Israeli settlements from the Golan Heights. Furthermore, minor clashes had taken place between the Israeli and Syrian forces along the border of the two countries. As tensions grew, Moshe Dayan, the Israeli Minister of Defence, decided to start a pre-emptive strike. The U.S.A. Britain and the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) assisted Israel, though they did not take direct part in the war. The U.S.S.R did the same for the Arabs. Between 5-10 June 1967, after the Israeli Air Force had destroyed Nasser's air force, Israeli troops reached the Suez Canal. The Israeli army defeated Jordanians on the West Bank and took the whole Palestinian territory occupied by Jordan. The Syrian forces also faced a crushing defeat in the Golan Heights. On June 10, 1967 Syria and Egypt accepted a cease-fire. As a result of its victory in this war, Israel not only reopened the Gulf of Aqaba, but also kept possession of the Golan Heights, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula. Later, these occupied territories were to be used as buffer zones by Israel.
In 1970, President Nasser of Egypt died, and he was succeeded by Anwar Sadat in 1972. Israeli athletes at the Munich (W. Germany) Olympic Games were massacred by PLO agents. After years of preparations, Egypt and Syria again opened war against Israel. In October, 1973 the Fourth Arab- Israeli War broke out. This war is also known as the Yom Kippur War, because the Arabs began the conflict with a surprise attack on Israel on Yom Kippur, a Jewish religious holiday. By then the Israeli forces were advancing deep into both Egypt and Syria. In 1978, President Sadat signed the Camp David Agreement with Prime Minister Mennachem Begin. In this agreement Sadat gave full recognition to the State of Israel. Thus, after four bloody wars, Arab states failed to realize the objective of liberating Palestine. The Arab-Israeli conflicts continued and the Palestinian Arabs adopted a struggle called the intifada (''revot''). 
The Vietnam War
Vietnam formed part of the French colony of Indochina in Southeast Asia since the 1880's. During the Second World War, Indochina was occupied by the Japanese. The French were driven out. But the Vietnamese, under the leadership of Ho Chi Minh, started a peasant based resistance movement against the Japanese since 1941. In 1945 when the Japanese were defeated in World War II, Vietnam became independent.  After Japanese surrender, Allied forces consisting of the British and the Chinese Kuomintang forces came to Indochina to remove the Japanese. They ignored the declaration of the independence of Indochina (including Vietnam), and helped the return of the French to recolonize the region in 1946.
The fighting force of the movement were called the Vietminh. It was a guerilla movement against the Japanese. The leader of the Vietminh was Ho Chi Minh. He was a Marxist as well as a nationalist.  At the end of World War II, the Vietminh proclaimed an independent republic of Vietnam under the leadership of Ho Chi Minh.
The French did not recognize the Vietminh's declaration of an independent republic. Instead, they insisted on the formation, in Indochina, of a federation of three self-governing states of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam under French colonial control. In this plan, the French intended to put Vietnam under the rule of Emperor Bao Dai. As negotiations broke down, active fighting between the Vietminh, and the French began in 1946. The French aimed at recolonizing Vitnam and the war came to be known as "dirty war" by French citizens who opposed it. The "dirty war" lasted until 1954. The Vietminh gained support from the Soviet Union as well as from the Chinese Communists, after the latter came to power in China in 1949.
The costly war continued on for seven years. In the end, France was defeated. More than 16,000 French troops were surrounded, many killed and the rest forced to surrender at the Battle of Dien Bien Phu in May 1954. In July, 1954 an international conference met at Geneva, Switzerland. The 1954 Geneva Conference was also attended by representatives from Britain, the USA, the USSR and Communist China. At the conference, France formally accepted the end of its rule over the whole of Indochina. Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam were to become independent states separate from one another. Among the agreements of the conference, one provided for a temporary division of Vietnam into North and South at the 17th parallel. The division created a communist state in North Vietnam under Ho Chi Minh in 1955. A pro-Western government under Ngo Dinh Diem was established in South Vietnam. 
To this end, the Vietminh planned to use communist guerilla forces, who started operation throughout South Vietnam. 
Communist guerilla bands strived for the realization of a united, communist Vietnam by force of arms. In 1960 groups of South Vietnamese Communists, known as the Vietcongs, had set up a united guerilla movement. This marked the outbreak of a civil war between the Vietcongs, supported by North Vietnam, and the government of South Vietnam.
In 1961the United States increased its financial and military aid to the South Vietnamese government. At the same time, North Vietnam and the Vietcongs obtained assistance from the Soviet Union. Beyond the financial and military assistance, the USA began direct participation in the conflict in 1962. Even for US troops fighting on the side of the South Vietnamese government, the communists proved too powerful. By 1964 around 40 per cent of South Vietnam had fallen under the control of the Vietcongs. The growing worry caused by this, together with attacks against US forces in Vietnam, led the American Congress to vote for US President Lyndon Johnson's request for "all necessary steps, including the use of armed forces " against Ho Chi Minh and North Vietnam. That led to escalation of the war.  US forces in Vietnam were increased in number. The US also began aerial bombing in North Vietnam. In this military venture the USA was assisted by Australia, New Zealand and South Korea. In 1966 the fighting forces on both sides numbered several hundreds of thousands of troops. The USA feared that if communism won Vietnam, it would spread to other countries of South East Asia. 
After 1966, the war continued for about a decade. The Vietnamese communists, which were assisted by the Soviet Union and China, were determined to fight to the last person. They successfully resisted every effort of the US forces at terrorizing them into submission.
  A policy of Vietnamization of the war was introduced by President Nixon, from the end of 1969. Eventually, the USA was forced to withdraw totally from Vietnam. The evacuation process (total withdrawal) started particularly after a cease-fire mediated in February 1973 by Henry Kissinger, the US Secretary of State. The last US troops left Vietnam the same year. In 1974, the government of South Vietnam Collapsed and Vietnam was united as a Single Communist Century.
The Chinese Socialist Revolution
Between 1644 and 1911, China was a feudal empire under the Manchu (Ching) Dynasty. After a period of civil war between Chinese war lords, the Kuomintang (Nationalists) and the Communist Party of China took power in alliance, in 1926. The Kuomintang was a bourgeois- nationalist party. The head of the Kuomintang (KMT) was Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925). Sun was a nationalist and anti-imperialist and was respected by Chinese communists. The Chinese Communist Party (CPC) was founded in 1921. On Sun's death, the leadership of the KMT and its republican government was taken over by Chiang Kai-Shek.  Mao Zedong emerged as the leader of the CPC.
In 1931 Japan attacked north- eastern China and took control of the Chinese province of Manchuria. And in 1937, Japan began a total war against China, which has come to be known as the Sino-Japanese War. The war became part of the Second World War in Asia. The KMT under Chiang Kai- Shek and the CPC under Mao formed an alliance to fight against Japanese invaders. 
During the Second World War, different parts of China were occupied by the forces of the KMT government, the CPC and Japan. Following the surrender of Japan in 1945, the Kuomintang and the Communist forces fought each other to control and take power over the whole of China.            
From inflation, corruption and poor military strategy. All there hastened its defeat. In January 1949, the communists captured Beijing, the capital and declared the communist Republic of China. Chiankai Shek fled to Taiwan (Formosa) and formed a Nationalist Government at Taipei.
Between 1953 and 1957, China carried out its First Five-Year Plan. The period of its operation was regarded as a "transition to socialism". The plan emphasized on heavy industry and collectivization of agriculture in accordance with socialist principles. During the plan period, the government nationalized banking enterprises, industry and commerce. Thus private ownership of enterprises was abolished.
In 1958 a more ambitious Second Five-Year Plan was introduced. Mao introduced the plan known as the "Great Leap Forward". It was intended to take China to the second stage of communism. During the Second Five-Year Plan, large farm areas were organized into rural cooperatives called communes. Despite Communist efforts, the commune system failed to meet its immediate goals. As early as 1959, it became clear that Mao's "Great Leap Forward" to the second stage of communism had failed. The Communist government was able to improve the life of the Chinese people in some ways, too. Public sanitation and health were greatly improved. Illiteracy was greatly reduced. Women obtained full equality with men. Opium smoking was eradicated.






UNIT NINE


AFRICAN NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND INDEPENDENCE 
SINCE 1945
9.1. Pan-Africanism Since 1945


The term Pan-Africanism expresses two main ideas. Firstly, it is an expression of a desire for African unity. Secondly, it aims at fomenting a sense of unity among all black peoples of the world, whose ancestors originally came from Africa. The second expression is broader than the first. This is because Pan- Africanism, in its second expression, assumes a common brotherhood of all black peoples of Africa, North and South America, and the West Indies. 
The origin of the idea of Pan-Africanism was from outside Africa, in the New World. It was a movement which originated in America and the Caribbean by people of African descent. Apparently, this view of an Africa without frontiers or divisions seems to have led to the birth of the idea of united Africa. The term “Pan” is of Greek origin and means “all”, hence Pan Africanism means “all African”. 
The First Pan-African Conference (Congress) was held in London in 1900. This was earliest organized form of political expression of Pan-Africanism. The conference was organized by a Trinidad (West Indies) lawyer, H. Sylvester Williams. The participants of the conference came mainly from America and the West Indies. Before 1945, four Pan-African Conferences were held. Two famous leaders of Pan-Africanism during that period were Dr. William E. Burghardt Du Bois (1868-1963) and Marcus Garvey (1887 - 1940). Du. Bois was an African-American scholar and writer. He became an organizer and preacher of Pan-Africanism. He came to be known as the Father of Pan-Africanism.
Garvey was a Jamaican who moved to and lived in the U.S.A. He also met his death there, at the hands of white racists. Garvey was the founder and leader of the Universal Negro Association. Du Bois and Garvey had some differences on the future of blacks living outside Africa. Du Bois maintained that blacks outside Africa should struggle for the respect of their rights in the countries they lived in. But Garvey insisted that the only future for blacks in America and the West Indies was to return to Africa. On the basis of this idea, Garvey organized a ''Back to Africa'' movement. The Universal Negro Improvement Association established by Garvey in 1914, was meant to promote this Back to Africa movement. 
The Manchester Conference was also important in another way. It marked the emergence of new tendencies in the Pan-African movement. As was stated earlier, one of the ideas contained in Pan-Africanism was a desire for African unity. The movement's slogan for this leading idea was: United Africa. After 1945, however, there was a division in the opinion over creating a united single Africa. Remaining loyal to the original ideals of Pan-Africanism, some nationalist leaders considered the creation of nation-states as the first step towards creating a larger United Africa. Among this group of leaders were Julius Nyerere, the President of Tanzania, and Kwame Nkrumah, the President of Ghana. 
9.2. National Liberation Movements
Several factors affected the nature of national liberation movements in Africa. The most important were the attitudes and political traditions of colonial powers, whether or not the colonies contained white settlers, and the political experience of African nationalists. On the basis of these elements, national liberation movements took mainly two courses, violent or non-violent. 
In West Africa, where both the French and the British had colonies, independence was achieved fairly smoothly. The main reason for this was that West Africa had no white settlers. During the war, the Allied Powers had used slogans meant to rouse peoples of the world against the Axis Powers. For instance, Article Three of the Atlantic Charter promised to "respect the rights of all peoples to choose the form of government under which they will live”. In effect, African nationalists believed that the article meant that at the end of the war they would have the right to demand and be granted independence.
	Nationalist agitation in British West Africa was especially strong in the Gold Coast (Ghana) and Nigeria.  In these two colonies, the nationalists had two of the ablest leaders, Nnamdi Azikwe of Nigeria and Kwame Nkrumah of the Gold Coast. Both were educated in America and returned to their countries in the 1930s and 1940s, respectively.  They then activated the nationalist movement in British West Africa and after the war became leading figures in the conflict with the British colonial government.
Between 1945 and 1954 the bitter clashes between African nationalists and Britain were observed, mainly in the Gold Coast and Nigeria. As a result of nationalist pressure in the Gold Coast and Nigeria, the African nations of West Africa were able to win full independence. On March 6, 1957, the Gold Coast achieved independence adopting the new name Ghana. Nigeria followed suit on October 1, 1960, while Sierra Leone became independent on April 27, 1961 and Gambia on February 18, 1964.
	In 1958 General Charles de Gaulle became French President and a new French constitution was issued in the same year. In the new constitution, de Gaulle intended to transform the French Union into the French Community. This was a sort of French Commonwealth of Nations similar to that of the British. 
The economies of the French West African colonies were highly dependent on French assistance. But the President of independent Guinea, Sekou Toure, turned to the Soviets. The U.S.S.R. soon responded favorably and filled all the gaps created by French withdrawal. But the Soviet advance worried France very much. At the same time, leaders in other colonies of French West Africa began to demand full independence. France accepted the demand for full independence. And by November 1960 all French West African colonies achieved full independence. Except Guinea, all of them maintained their close ties with France. They were Cameroon, Togo, Dahome (Benin), Niger, Upper Volta (Burkina Faso), Ivory Coast, Chad, Ubangishari (Central African Republic), Middle Congo (Republic of Congo-Brazzaville), Gabon, Senegal, French Sudan (Mali) and Mauritania.
	In contrast to the French and British West African colonies, there were colonies where independence was achieved only after violent armed struggle. These colonies shared one common element. This was the existence of a large number of white settlers in each of them. In such colony independence was achieved after violent and long armed struggle. One such colony was Algeria, a French colony since 1830 in North Africa. The French administered Algeria as part of France. There were large numbers of white settlers in Algeria. These white settlers in Algeria were known as colons (colonists). They numbered about one million in 1960. They considered Algeria as belonging to themselves alone.  
There was much delay in the rise of the Algerian liberation struggle. This was the result of the French policy of assimilation which exercised strong influence upon many Algerians. Until the end of the Second World War, many Algerian elites including Ferhat Abbas believed that Algeria was part of France.
The Algerians had to fight one of the bloodiest wars of independence in colonial Africa against the French government and French settlers in Algeria.
The Algerian war of independence began in November 1954. At the time, the French were at war in Indochina, which they soon gave up after a humiliating defeat. Because of this, France was determined to make up in Algeria for the loss in Indochina. The leaders of the Algerian war liberation were a different sort of Algerians from men like Ferhat Abbas. They were mainly soldiers trained for the French army and Algerians of peasant origins. One of them was Ben Bella, a man who later became the first President of independent Algeria.
Ben Bella and his comrades set up an organization called the Revolutionary Committee for Unity and Action to fight for independence. The organization later changed its name to the National Liberation Front, abbreviated in French as FLN.
 In a short time, the FLN became very strong, mainly because of the financial assistance it got from Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia and the Arab League. The FLN fighters were trained in Tunisia, Morocco, and Egypt and in the former East Germany. By 
1956   the   FLN   had established itself in Algeria as a highly organized and structured fighting force. Along with military operations, it conducted an active propaganda campaign. 
The Algerian war created serious political crisis in France. The downfall of the French Fourth Republic was partly the result of the Algerian problem. The crisis brought Charles de Gaulle, who lost his office earlier, back to power in May 1958. In 1959, he offered the Algerians three choices: ''integration, absolute independence, or independence in co-operation with France.'' The FLN made it clear that they were fighting for absolute independence. 
 On July 1, 1962 Algeria became independent. 
The independence of the Portuguese colonies of Angola, Mozambique, and Guinea were other examples of violent struggle for liberation. Angola and Mozambique, with large territories, had significant numbers of white settlers. But the real problem for independence in these Portuguese colonies was not the existence of white settlers. The problem was the fact that Portugal itself was under the rule of an outdated dictatorship. Since 1932 Antonio Salazar had been the Prime Minister of Portugal and ruled the country as a dictator. In 1968 he was succeeded as Prime Minister by Macello Caetano. Both Salazar and Caetano considered Portuguese controlled areas in Africa as overseas territories, which were not colonies, but part of Portugal. 
Liberation movements in Portuguese colonies began in the early 1960s: in Angola as early as 1961, in Portuguese Guinea in 1963 and in Mozambique in 1964. The independence struggle, particularly in Angola and Mozambique, was very bitter. In Angola the struggle was led mainly by the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola MPLA and in Mozambique by Front for the Liberation of Mozambique (FRELIMO). Agostino Neto was the leader of MPLA.  Eduardo Mondlane led FRELIMO, until he was killed in a bomb explosion in 1969 and was succeeded by Samora Machel.
From the very beginning, the major liberation movements both in Angola and Mozambique were led and supported by Marxists who organized the freedom fighters. The movements also obtained foreign assistance: MPLA from Guinea and FRELIMO from Tanzania and later from Zambia. 
Portugal began to face political crisis at home. In 1973 Guinea made a unilateral declaration of independence (UDI). Meanwhile, violence in Mozambique was growing. The consequence was the overthrow of Caetano in Portugal in 1974. The coup was led by General Antonio de Spinola, who replaced Caetano in power. General Spinola, with first-hand experience of the wars in Africa, understood the hopelessness of attempting to crush the liberation movements. Moreover, radical elements in the Portuguese army demanded an immediate end to the colonial empire. Portugal had no alternative than give independence to its colonies. Accordingly, Guinea became independent as the Republic of Guinea - Bissau. Mozambique achieved independence in June 1975 under Samora Machel's FRELIMO government. In the same year, Sao Tome and the Cape Verde Islands also became independent.  
	The independence of Angola was arranged for November 1975. However, the Portuguese did not transfer power properly to MPLA. Like their Belgian counterparts in the Congo (Zaire), the Portuguese made a hasty and mismanaged withdrawal. This resulted in power struggle between MPLA and its opponents National Front for the Liberation of Angola FNLA and National Union for the Total Independence of Angola UNITA. The neighboring countries as well as the opponents in the Cold War took sides with the opposing forces in Angola. In early 1976 an independent Angolan People's Republic was set up under Agostino Neto's MPLA government. But the government had to fight against its opponents, especially Jonas Savimbi's UNITA. UNITA continued guerilla warfare against MPLA for many years to come. 
In the post -war years, the problem of land shortage became acute. Together with other grievances, it gave rise to a violent rising known as the Mau Mau Rebellion. The movement started as an underground movement. The British colonial government detected the movement in the late 1940s. From 1950 onwards, the Mau Mau began administering oaths to members. The Mau Mau had members in almost all tribes of Kenya, but its main Centre of activity was the Kikuyu inhabited districts. After the Mau Mau rebellion, the Kenya African National Union (KANU) emerged demanding the independence of Kenya. In 1952 Jomo Kenyatta, who later became the leader of KANU, had been arrested. He was accused of organizing the Mau Mau Rebellion. But he was released from prison in August 1961. After a series of negotiations and preparations, Kenya achieved independence in 1963. Jomo Kenyatta became its first President.
Other African countries also achieved their independence either through violent or non- violent struggle. Among those were the Sudan in 1956 British and Italian Somaliland in 1960 and Djibouti in 1977. Indeed, except for Ethiopia, the Republic of South Africa, Liberia and Egypt, the independence of all other African countries had been attained after 1945. See the map on the next page for the rest. The process of independence continued until the early 1990s when Namibia became independent and the apartheid policy in the Republic of South Africa was destroyed. Thus, colonial rule in Africa was totally eliminated.
9.3. The Organization of African Unity
	The idea of forming the Organization for African Unity (OAU) was a result of the Pan-African Movement. As was pointed out earlier, one of the ideas expressed in Pan-Africanism was the desire for African unity. African country to gain independence after World War II. The first leader of independent Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah, was one of the African nationalists to participate at the Manchester Pan-African Conference of 1945.
In April 1958 Nkrumah invited all independent African countries to an All-Africa People's Conference at Accra. Eight independent African countries:  Ghana, Egypt, the Sudan, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Liberia and Ethiopia participated in the conference. This conference was important for two reasons. Firstly, representatives of nationalist movements from 28 non-independent African countries attended the conference as observers. The intention was that from what they saw at the conference, nationalist representatives could hasten the process of independence in their respective countries. Secondly, many of the resolutions of the conference became corner stones for OAU that was established five years later. One of those read:  
The member states declared that they would observe a policy of 'positive neutrality'. They pledged themselves to observe one another's political and territorial integrity and to settle their differences by conciliation and mediation within the African community.
The main objective of the Accra conference was to set up the Organization for African Unity. In 1961, the two groups held separate conferences at Casablanca and Monrovia. Afterwards, they were identified as the Casablanca Group and the Monrovia Group. The Casablanca Group included Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Algeria, Egypt and Morocco. The Monrovia Group consisted of Sierra Leone, Liberia, Nigeria, Togo, Ethiopia and Libya. The Casablanca group was led by Kwame Nkrumah. States in this group were regarded anti-Western, while those in the Monrovia group were considered as pro-Western. Their attitude towards the ex-colonial powers was one point of difference between the two groups. The OAU was formed in May 1963 in Addis Ababa. At the founding conference, held in Addis Ababa, 31 independent states signed the Charter of the Organization. The purposes of the OAU, as contained in the Charter, included: 
To promote the unity and solidarity of the African states, to coordinate and intensify their cooperation and efforts to achieve a better life for the peoples of Africa and the hope to eradicate all forms of colonialism from the continent.
The functions of the OAU were performed by various organs, commissions and committees set up for the purpose. The highest organ was the Assembly of the Heads of State and Governments. This organ met at least once a year. Another organ was the Council of Ministers made up of the Foreign Ministers of member states. The Council met twice a year and prepared agenda for the annual meetings of the Heads of States and Governments. The most important organ was the General Secretariat. It did most of the work of the OAU. The Office of the General Secretariat was in Addis Ababa. The first General Secretary of the OAU was a Guinean, Diallo Telli. The OAU also had various commissions set up to deal with the social, economic, educational, health and nutritional problems of Africa.
Although four states - Ivory Coast, Tanzania, Zambia and Gabon - recognized the separatist state of Biafra, the vast majority of African states kept their pledge to Article III (3) of the OAU Charter: "respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of each member state and for its inalienable right to independent existence''. In accordance with this article, they "adopted a policy of trying to reconcile the two parties in the civil war within the framework of Nigerian unity." Eventually the crisis was solved.
Several factors were responsible for failures of the OAU in its performance. Firstly, there were differences in official languages used by African states. English, French, Portuguese, Spanish and Arabic speaking states exhibited differences in the OAU, though this should not have been an insoluble obstacle to unity of action, had there been the desire to achieve it. Secondly, many states were members of other non-African organizations. In North Africa many states belong to the Arab League and their interest was to fight against Israel. The problem was that some members of the Arab League tried to bring the Israeli issue to the OAU forum. Thirdly, although the OAU had set up various commissions to deal with social, economic, and related problems, there was little achievement in this field. Despite its weaknesses, the OAU struggled to strengthen the solidarity of African states to overcome the many problems facing the continent. 
9.4. Contemporary Africa
In terms of chronology, contemporary Africa is in the post-colonial period. But colonialism did not end at one specific time. It took Africa some 40 years to achieve complete independence. Perhaps, it would be correct to start from the year 1963, when the Organization for African Unity came into being. At the time, around 31 states were fully independent. All of these states, as well as those who were to achieve independence in the following years, faced more or less similar political, economic and social problems. 
In the 1960s and 1970s and later, the major problem in many African countries has been lack of political stability. For instance, between 1963 and 1969 five violent changes of government occurred in Dahomey (later Benin). In many countries leaders were assassinated. As the following selected events show, the problem affected every part of the continent. 
· In December 1962, Habib Borgiba, President of Tunisia, barely escaped death from an attempted assassination.
· In August 1963, President Fulbert Youlou of Congo Brazzaville was overthrown.
· In June 1965, a military coup in Algeria overthrew President Ben Bella.
· In January 1966, a coup in Nigeria destroyed the lives of many political le aders.
· In February 1966, Kwame Nkrumah was overthrown from power. 
· In September 1969, the army took power in Libya, removing King Idris.
· In February 1971, an army officer, Idi Amin, took power in Uganda after overthrowing Milton Obote.
Colonialism has also left behind legacies of problems which contribute to political instability. One result of colonialism was the creation, supposedly, of nation states. However, many of these nation states are ethnically very diverse. For instance, Gabon has about 40 ethnic groups; Nigeria over 250; Tanzania more than 120 and Zambia about 73. Many of these ethnic groups had fought bitterly against one another in the pre-colonial period. They had never planned of living together within the same boundaries under one administration. 
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