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The Misinformation
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* The misinformation effect refersto
the alteration of a person’s memory
after exposure to misleading
Information.

* Post-event details can distort or
replace parts of the original memory,
making it less reliable.

e [his effect is especially critical in
legal situations, where eyewitness
testimonies are often trusted but
can be easily influenced.
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Mechanism Behind the
Misinformation Effect

e Original Encoding: The event isinitially
experienced and stored in memory.

®* Post-event Information: Misleading details
Introduced after the event can alter memory.

® Memory Reconstruction: The new information
blends with or replaces parts of the original
memory, creating an inaccurate or false
recollection.

® This process can occur even if the misleading
information comes in a different format (e.q.,
written vs. visual).
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Key Studies and Findings

Psychologist Elizabeth Loftus is one of the
pioneers in studying the misinformation
effect. Her well-known experiments show
how misleading information can shape
people’'s memories. In one study, participants
were shown a slide presentation of a car
accident. While the slides showed a stop
sign, later, they were given a written
summary that incorrectly referred to the stop
sign as a yield sign. This misleading
description led many participants to falsely
recall seeing a yield sign, even though it was
never there.
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Real-life Example: Impact
on Eyewitness Testimony

One significant real-world consequence of
the misinformation effect is in eyewitness
testimony. Police investigators often caution
witnesses from discussing events with each
other because even a casual conversation
can introduce false details. For example, if
one withess mentions a detail, they believe
they saw, others might “remember” that
detail later, even if they never actually saw it
themselves. This can lead to false memories
and, in legal cases, wrongful convictions
based on inaccurate testimony.
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Conclusion

The misinformation effect shows how easily
our memories can be influenced by external
factors, especially misleading information.
This underscores the importance of being
cautious when interpreting memories,
especially in critical situations like legal
cases. Memory, while a powerful tool, is not
Immune to change, and understanding the
misinformation effect can help us better
manage the complexities of recalling past
events accurately.
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