
OPUNTAIINLAIKIPIA

OpuntaihasbeenknowntobeaverydangerousplantinLaikipia,North

EasternKenyaintherecentpastandhasbeenlistedbyaglobal

environmentalorganizationasoneoftheahundredtopmostdangerous

tohumanandanimallifeglobally.Overtheyearsandevenatthe

momentOpuntaiisgrowninmanyhomesteadsasaflowerandLaikipia

isoneoftheplaceswhereitisgrown.Itsadverseeffectstothe

environmentisnotyetknownandthisiswhatthispresentationwilltry

tobringout.

Opuntaiisaplantinthefamilyofcactusandsogrowsindesertandsemiaridareas.Itmustbe

understoodthatanyplantgrowinginsuchhardshipareascanperfectlythriveinnon-desert

areas.Likemostplantsofcactusfamilyithasathickbark.Uponmaturitythebarksturnsfrom

greentopurpleorbrown.Opuntaiisgreenincolourandhasfeatherythorns.Itproducesyellow

flowerswhichlaterconvertintopurplefruitswhichareedibleandaresweet.Opuntaicameinto

existenceinLaikipiaasasingleorfewFlowersjustlikeitisthecaseinmanyplaceswhere

flowersmaybegrowninhomesteas,othetthanthatitwasusedinfencinghomesteads

becauseitsthornyjustlikemanyfencingplants.Opuntairegeneratesquicklyandsoinafew

yearsalargerpartofLaikipiahasbeencoveredbythisdangerousplant!Thusreducingland

coveredbypastureorothercrops.Theworstpartofitisthatthisplantkillanypantaroundit

onceitisexistinginlargenumber.Aboveallitmustbeknownthatthisplantislonglastingand

doesnotdieeasilyasmanyknownhardyplants.

MostpeopleinareasofLaikipiaarepastoralistswitharangeofanimalswhichincludegoats

andcamels.Duetolargenumberofanimalsinthecommunityaroundthisplace,therehasbeen

anincreasedneedforpasture.Butastoldearlierthisistheplantcoveringtheprobably

reasonablepartofthearea,sothereisscarcityofpastureandbecauseofthis,animalsare

forcedtofeedonthepurplefruitsofOpuntaicoveringabetterpartoftheland.Atfirstanimals

werethoughttolovethesefruits.Goats,camels,sheepandcowskeepsfeedingonthesefruits

alloverthedaywhiletheylookforanypossibleexistinggrassesaround.Overtimeanimals

findsitdifficulttofeedonanyotherplantapartfrom Opuntaiandthismeansthatitisaddictive

—thishasbeenobservedincamelsandevengoats.Whenthisishappening,pastoralistsare

lookingforabetterplacewithgrassessomewhereelseandatthesametimetryingtokillthis

plantthroughcuttingandburning.Thistendstobedifficultandsomeofthecommunity

membersaregivingupdayanddayaddedtothefactthatthisplantisthorny,takestimetodry,

doesnotburncompletelyandhasseedsthatsurvivesallkindofsoils—thesefruitscanstayin

soilforlongperiodoftimewaitingfortherighttimetogrow!

Becauseoftheaddition,animalsfailtoeatinthenewpastureareaibychanceitsfound.



Animalsareobservedeatingthesefruitsforcefulevenaftertheaddictionandaftersometime

theydie.Manyanimalsinthisareahavebeenlostinthisway.Animalsthatwereslaughtered

afterdyingofeatingthesefruitshavebeenfoundtohavepossiblysuffereddigestivesystem

failure—rottingintestinesandotherpartsofthesystem beingevidence.

Astold,theeffortsofthecommunityinfightingthisplantseemstobeafailure,ithasleftthe

areawithnolandforpasture,noplantforotherpurposesandthismeansbothfoodcropsand

cashcropshasnoplaceandtheplantisnowencroachingintosettlementareas.Thebig

questionremains,"whatshouldtheydo?"Ifthiscan'tbeansweredbynowthenitsimportantto

takeprecautions.

Allowmetorepeatthatthisplantwasfirstgrownasaflower,whichwasn'twrongbythen,

becauseitsimpressivearoundhomesteds.Itwillbeveryimportantifpeoplewillstopgrowing

thisplantandiftheywilltrytokillthefewonesalreadygrown,lestthatareabelikeLaikipia

areas.

IfounditveryimportanttopresentthisinbriefashighlightebyKTNondateMonday

05/10/2020.

V.O.O

MasenoUniversity


